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Rei)ort  of  Cases  *of  Incarcerated  Hernia— Operation- 
Recovery. 


BY  H.  H.  TOLAND,  M.  D.,    PROFESSOR   CLINICAL  SURGERY  MEDI- 
CAL DEPARTMENT  UNIVERSITY  OP  CALIFORNIA. 


A.1  tumor  of  this  description  is  generally  easily  diag- 
nosed, and  the  character  of  the  contents  can  be  ascertained 
by  a  careful  examination ;  but  when  an  incarcerated  omen- 
tal hernia  is  complicated  with  Hydrocele,  it  is  diflScult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  form  a  correct  diagnosis. 

Case  1. — A  child  about  six  years  old  was  brought  to 
San  Francisco  six  years  since  by  his  father,  with  an 
enlargement  of  the  left  side  of  the  scrotum.  I  ascertained 
by  the  use  of  the  exploring  needle  that  it  was  formed  in 
part,  at  least,  by  serum;  but  in  consequence  of  the  ab- 
sence of  fluctuation  at  the  superior  extremity  of  the  tumor, 
I  concluded  to  allow  the  serum  to  accumulate  before  per- 
forming an  operation  for  permanent  relief.  Chloroform 
was  administered  by  Prof.  O'Neil,  an  incision  was  made 
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with  a  lancet,  and  the  serum  soon  escaped;  then  a  more 
solid  substance  protruded,  which  was  caught  by  a  pair  of 
artery  forceps  and  drawn  through  the  opening,  until  at 
least  a  foot  in  length  and  half  an  inch  in  width  was  re- 
moved, when  the  sac  was  empty;  it  was  separated  from 
its  attachment  with  scissors.  The  wound  being  small, 
it  was  closed  by  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster  ;  compress  and 
bandage  were  then  applied  and  the  patient  was  kept  in  a 
recumbent  position  for  a  week.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  the  wound  was  healed  and  no  evidence  of  disease 
was  visible.  He  was  taken  home,  and  some  months  later 
his  father  called  to  say  that  his  son  was  perfectly  well. 

Case  2. — June  1st,  1870,  a  Californian  from  Spanish- 
town  came  to  my  oflSce,  with  an  enlargement  of  the  right 
side  of  the  scrotum  ;  fluctuation  was  distinct  at  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  tumor,  but  not  above.  Consequently  I 
made  an  incision  about  an  inch  long  to  renM)ve  the  serum 
and  to  enable  me  to  ascertain  the  true  character  of  the 
difficulty.  After  the  serum  escaped,  a  portion  of  the 
omentum  protruded,  and  a  large  quantity  was  removed  by 
the  aid  of  the  forceps.  After  the  scrotum  was  emptied,  as 
in  the  first  case,  it  was  detached,  and  the  wound  dressed 
as  described  above,  and  with  a  similar  result. 

Case  3. — Mr.  A.  S.,  an  old  resident  and  highly-respected 
citizen  of  Dalles,  Oregon,  visited  San  Francisco  in  June, 
1871,  and  consulted  me  in  reference  to  a  case  of  scrotal 
hernia  of  the  right  side  and  of  long  standing,  which  had 
attained  an  enormous  size.  Upon  making  a  careful  examina- 
tion, I  found  that  the  sac  contained  both  intestine  and 
omentum.  The  former  was  reducible,  but  the  latter  had 
been  incarcerated  for  eight  or  ten  years.  After  being 
apprised  of  his  condition  by  both  Dr.  Holland  and  myself, 
be  replied  that  be  had  visited  San  Francisco  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  having  it  removed,  and  would  never 
return  without  submitting  to  an  operation.  Being  encour- 
aged by  the  result  of  the  former  cases,  I  consented  to 
operate.  On  the  10th  day  of  June,  1871,  assisted  by  Drs. 
Holland,  O'Neil,  Charles  Toland  and  my  office  students. 
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chlorofortn  %vas  administered  aud  the  intestine  reduced; 
ita  escupe  from  tbe  cavity  was  prevented  by  Dr.  Hol- 
land. An  incision  waa  then  made  the  entire  length  of  the 
tumor,  by  which  the  contents  were  exposed^  which 
consisted  of  a  small  quantity  of  serum  and  a  large  amount 
of  omentum,  which  from  pressure  was  considerably 
indurated  and  changed  in  appearance.  After  breaking 
up  the  adhesions,  a  atrong  silk  ligature  was  applied  very 
firmly  and  as  high  up  as  possible;  then  the  tumor  was 
removed  about  an  inch  below  the  ligature.  A  compress 
and  bandage  were  then  applied  over  the  internal  ring 
and  inguinal  canah  Provision  was  then  made  for  proper 
drainage.  The  wound  was  closied  by  the  interrupted  silver 
suture  and  the  water  dressing  applied.  After  the  third 
day  the  wound  suppurated  freely.  The  ligature  separated 
on  the  sixth,  when  he  was  allowed  stimulants  in  conse- 
queuce  ot  the  inactivity  of  the  liver^  which  resulted  from 
their  abstraction,  after  being  used  habitually  for  many 
years.  A  truss  was  applied  so  soon  as  he  could  leave  his 
bed^  and  in  fifteen  days,  although  the  wound  was  not  en* 
tirely  healed,  he  left  for  Oregon  and  is  now  perfectly  well. 

la  these  cases  the  result  was  entirely  satisfactory,  but 
I  regret  that  I  cannot  say  as  much  for  the  operation  per- 
)rmed  for  the  radical  cure  of  reducible  hernia.  Many  of 
icse  operations  fail  to  obliterate  the  opening  through 
which  the  contents  escape.  In  some  cases  the  peritoneal 
inflammation  which  follows  is  sufficiently  violent  to  destroy 
life. 

Occasionally,  either  from  inexperience  or  carelessness, 
the  spermatic  cord  is  included  in  the  ligatures,  and  then 
the  testicle  is  destroyed. 

When  the  opening  in  the  abdominal  parieties  is  so  large 
that  the  contents  cannot  be  retained  by  a  good  truss,  I 
have  succeeded  in  diminishing  it  by  invaginating  the 
scrotum  with  two  fingers  aud  keeping  it  in  that  position  by 
two  or  three  strong  ligatures  passed  through  the  skin  and 
subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  until  they  come  in  contact 
with  the  fingers  and  ore  brought  out  through  the  skin  about 
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an  inch  below.  A  roll  of  lint  should  then  be  placed 
between  the  ends  of  the  ligatures  and  secured  by  tying 
them  firmly.  They  should  be  allowed  to  remain  from  eight 
to  twelve  days,  which  is  long  enough  to  produce  adhesions 
sufficient  to  diminish  the  size  of  the  opening. 


Cystitis. 


BY  I.  BU  WOODSON,  M.  D.,  KANSAS  CITY. 


Nearly  all  of  the  profession  who  have  had  much  expe- 
rience in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  genito-urinary 
organs  will  remember  the  extreme  difficulty  they  have 
had  to  control  the  various  forms  of  cystitis.  True,  in  a 
majority  of  cases,  we  can  quite  readily  control  the  acute 
forms  of  the  aflFection  ;  but  now  often  have  we  been  baffled 
in  our  efforts  to  permanently  cure  the  chronic  form  ?  We 
have  all  tried,  to  the  disgust  and  discouragement  of  our- 
selves and  our  patients,  all  manner  of  diuretics,  anodynes 
and  sedatives,  and  antacids,  and  how  often  our  treatment 
has  amounted  to  simply  nil !  Such  was  my  own  experience. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  encounter  many  cases 
during  the  past  two  years.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  pathology  of  the  disease  nor  its 
causes  ;  they  are  well  known  to  the  profession.  My  point 
is  that  cystitis,  from  almost  any  cause,  is  best  treated  by 
heroic  injections,  and  I  am  persuaded  by  no  hasty  conclu- 
sions, but  by  actual  experience.  I  do  not  contend  that 
cystitis,  induced  by  the  presence  of  a  stone  or  a  mal-posi- 
tion  of  the  uterus,  could  be  so  relieved,  but  such  cases  as 
are  cystitis  per  se.  And  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  go 
to  the  extreme  of  establishing  an  artificial  vesico-vaginal 
fistula  to  enable  the  urine  and  injections  to  escape,  as  has 
been  advised  and  practiced  by  some  of  our  learned  cotem- 
poraries.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  disease  is  an 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  is  amenable 
to  the  same  treatment  as  like  diseases  in  other  localities 
I  think  that  the  dangers  incurred  in  the  use  of  heroic  in- 
jections into  the  bladder  have  been  greatly  overrated.  Such 
IS  my  conclusion  after  a  thorough  trial.  I  will  cite  a  few 
cases  out  of  the  many  I  have  treated  : 


Woodson,  Oyatitia. 

Case  1. — C,  F.  R ,  aged  28,  had  contracted  pjonorrhci^a 

some  two  years  before  he  applied  to  me.  According  to  his 
•ccountj  be  had  a  case  of  acute  cystitis  soon  after  contract- 
ing the  gonorrhoBa,  which  was  partially  relieved  by  his  at- 
tondiog  physician-  He  had  experienced  more  or  less  pain 
and  frequency  of  micturition  ever  since.  After  a  thorough 
examination  with  the  sound,  and  the  usual  means  of  diag- 
nosis, I  found  he  had  inflammation  of  the  cystic  neck  and 
baa  fond.     I  used  to  commence  with  : 

^ — Argenti  nitratis gr.  x. 

Ext.  Belkidonnce. ......  . .  gr.  x. 

Aquse  destillata §  i. 

Throwing  the  whole  quantity  into  the  bladder  by  means  of 
the  catheter  and  syringe,  violent  pain  of  course  ensued, 
the  patient  suffering  considerably  for  several  hours  ;  but 
th«  next  day  he  expressed  himself  as  feeling  much  better. 
I  used  the  above  injection  twice  a  week  and  then  slightly 
diminished  the  strength.  He  was  entirely  relieved  in  four 
weekd  and  has  never  been  troubled  since.  I  allowed  him 
to  pass  the  injection  in  about  three  minutes.  I  of  course 
drew  oBF  the  urine  before  using  the  injection. 

Case  2.— H.  W ,  belonged  to  the  demimonde.  Here  was 

a  case  plainly  induced  by  excessive  coition,  and  it  was  really 
a  distressing  case,  presenting  all  the  painful  symptoms  of 
the  disease.  I  used,  in  this  case,  an  injection  consisting  of 
tinct,  iodinii  5  i.,  aqua?  destillatas  3  vii.  There  was^  *  o** 
course,  violent  burning  and  painful  micturition,  andjndig^ 
nation  on  the  part  of  my  patient;  but  the  next  day  she  was 
80  much  better  that  she  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the  in- 
jection repeated,  which  I  did  not  do  for  three  days.  I 
then  increased  the  tincture  of  iodine  to  two  drachms,  which 
gave  less  pain  than  the  one  did  before.  After  that  I  alter- 
Dated  the  iodine  with  nitrate  of  silver  and  belladonna  every 
three  days.  She  recovered  in  leas  than  five  weeks,  being 
much  relieved  from  the  beginning  of  treatment. 

I  will  state  here,  that  I  had  to  administer  an  anodyne 
in  both  cases  mentioned  above,  to  control  the  pain  in- 
cident to  the  injection. 

Case  3, — ^Charles  A^ ,  engineer,  had   been  sufTering 

with  a  disease  of  the  bladder  for  several  years ;  mictur- 
ates frequently.  Urine,  upon  examination,  was  found  to 
b»  iirulent.     Micturition  was  variable  in  frequency, 

dr  1^  much  upon  the  care  he  would  take  of  himself/ 

Diagnosis  :  Inllammation»  of  long  standing,  of  the  whole 
mucous  surface  of  the  bladder* 
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Used  first,  acidi  carbolici  gn  ii.,  aqua>  destillatae  5  i. 
This  had  less  painful  effect  than  I  had  looked  for,  and  afl 
I  firmly  believed  that  a  decided  impression  upon  the  dis- 
eased surface  was  essential,  I  used,  two  days  afterward, 
tine,  iodinii  3  las.,  aquae  3  vise.  This  made  him  fairly  yell 
with  pain^  but  I  administered  an  opiate,  aud  after  a  few 
hours  he  was  better. 

This  was  mj  hardest  case,  and  I  worked  at  it  two  months 
before  mastering  itj  but  the  long  wished-for  result  came  at 
last  and  he  seemed  to  be  entirely  relieved* 

I  will  not  trespass  on  your  space  to  relate  any  further 
cases.  My  experience  in  treating  such  aflections  by  such 
means  is  limited  to  some  ten  or  twelve  cases,  and  they 
have  all  been  apparently  cured,  and,  I  hope,  permanently. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  I  did  not  confine  my  in- 
jections to  the  *'  pent-up  Utica"  of  silver  and  iodine,  but 
used  nearly  all  the  remedies  we  usually  use  as  applications 
to  diseased  mucous  membranes;  and  after  my  experience,  I 
cannot  see  why  we  should  afflict  our  poor  patients  with  so 
many  nauseous  doses  when  the  disease  is  so  far  away  and 
can  be  so  readily  reached  by  the  catheter  and  syringe. 
And  I  would  also  enter  my  hearty  protest  against  the  use 
of  diuretics  in  these  cases,  which  habit  is  so  prevalent 
among  some  of  our  profession  who  ought  to  know  better,— 
Kansas  City  Medical  Journal^  August,  1873. 


Cases  of  Traumatic  Malignant  Onychia  Successftilly 
Treated  by  Means  of  Nitrate  of  Lead. 


In  the  Ippocrattco,  Dr.  D.  Peruzzi  has  recorded  a  remark 
able  instance  of  the  above,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  Professor  Vanzetti,  who  was  the  first  in  Italy  to  advocate 
the  use  of  nitrate  of  lead  in  malignant  onychia,  and  had 
been  eminently  successful  in  fourteen  cases  of  the  disease. 
Dr.  Peruzzi's  case  was  a  very  bad  one  ;  so  bad,  indeed,  that 
amputation  of  the  diseased  part  seemed  the  only  possible 
procedure.  It  occurred  in  a  youth  of  seventeen,  of  lym- 
phatic constitution,  who  fourteen  months  previously  had 
wounded  the  great  toe  of  his  right  foot.  The  wound 
gradually  extended  and  suppurated,  loosening  the  nail  to 
the  root,  and  producing  hemorrhage,  which  became  more 


; 
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and  more  frequent  and  abnndant.  The  pain  was  most  in- 
tense ;  sleep  quite  imposaible  ;  and  the  patient  was  finally 
reduced  to  a  worn-out  condition.  All  previous  medicinal 
applications  had  failed*  On  May  14th,  the  loose  extremity 
of  the  nail  was  cut  off,  and  nitrate  of  lead  sprinkled  freely 
all  over  tiie  diseased  parts.  A  bit  of  rag  was  simply  ap- 
plied. Strong  pain  was  felt,  but  speedilv  abated.  A  black, 
polished  scar  was  produced  and  fell  off  at  tlie  end  of  six 
days.  The  parts  healed  beautifully.  A  second  slight  ap- 
plication of  the  substance  was  made  with  the  object  of  hast- 
ening and  ensuring  a  cure.  Dr.  Peruzzi's  case  is  followed 
by  the  relation  of  three  other  instances  of  cure  recorded 
by  Drs.  Verardini  and  Casati. — Lancet* 


Resection  at  Hip-joint ;  Fracture  of  Femur, 

Dr.  F.  H.  Hamilton,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  New 
York  Pntliological  Society  (Medical  Mecord,  August  1, 1873), 
presented  the  head^  neck  and  trochanter  major  of  a  femur 
resected  at  Bellevue  Hospital  before  the  class,  April  12th, 
1873.  The  patient  was  a  boy,  mL  seven,  who  had  morbus 
coxai  in  its  third  stage*  He  was  now  progressing  favora- 
bly toward  recovery.  The  only  point  of  special  interest 
in  the  case  was  the  fact  that,  while  employing  a  slight 
amount  of  leverage  to  disarticulate  the  boue,  the  femur 
broke  near  its  middle.  He  was  surprised  how  little  force 
was  requisite  to  break  the  femur  under  these  circorastances  ; 
and  as  he  had  not  seen  any  allusion  to  this  danger  in  the 
surgical  treatises,  he  thought  it  important  that  he  should 
call  the  attention  of  surgeons  to  the  matter.  The  fracture 
was  transverse,  and  under  the  support  of  pasteboard  splints, 
it  united  speedily  without  deformity. 

Dr.  Sayre  said  this  accident  had  happened  in  two  cases 
while  he  was  operating. — Medical  News  and  Library  for 
December. 


Treatment  of  Chronic  Disease  of  the  Bladder  by  the 
Iz\jection  of  Healthy  Urine. 


^^  Tres 

H  Dr,  Clemens,  of  Frankfort,  uses  healthy  urine  contain- 

I  ing  the  normal  amount  of  uric  acid,  as  an  injection  into  the 

■  bladder  in  cases  of  catarrh.     The  organ  should  be  first 
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cleaned  from  any  fetid  urine,  and  washed  out  b^  the  injec- 
tion of  tepid  water;  a  healthy,  young  subject  is  then  got 
to  pass  urine  into  the  syringe,  which  has  been  previously 
warmed,  and  then  it  is  injected  into  the  diseased  bladder. 
The  best  results  are  obtained  where  the  urine  of  healthy 
boys  and  adults  is  used  on  alternate  occasions.  In  one  in- 
stance, a  single  injection  of  healthy  urine  suflSced  to  allay 
spasm,  and  in  others  the  injection,  used  twice  or  three 
times  a  day,  produced  a  most  beneficial  result. — The  Clinv\ 


Dressing  with  Magnesia. — Dr.  Ohleyer  advocates,  in 
AUgemeine  Med.  Cent,  Zeitung,  No.  47,  1873,  the  use  of 
magnesia,  which  he  has  found  very  successful,  in  the  dress- 
ing of  certain  ulcers,  when  fermentative  processes  retarded 
healing.  Magnesia  neutralizes  the  acids  present,  prevents 
the  access  of  oxygen  to  the  surface  and  protects  the  granu- 
lations. The  author  especially  applies  it  to  (1)  Atonic 
ulcers;  (2)  Cases  in  which  the  skin  is  without  epidermis 
and  in  which  there  is  danger  of  suppuration;  (3)  Inflamed 
and  painful  sores;  (4)  Wounds  which  require  to  be  stimu- 
latea  or  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  influence  of  air,  or  in 
which  suppuration  should  be  diminished  or  modified.  Dr. 
Ohleyer  has  also  used  magnesia  with  good  results  in  ery- 
sipelas of  the  face,  as  an  isolating  substance. — Lancets 
July  12th,  1873. 


Treatment  op  Chronic  Nasal  Catarrh.  —  Dr.  Whit- 
taker  (Clinic,  July  12th,  1873),  advocates  the  treatment  of 
certain  cases  of  nasal  catarrh  by  pressure.  He  does  it  for 
the  same  reason  that  the  surgeon  uses  pressure  to  remove 
stricture  of  the  urethra.  The  constriction  is  usually  found 
in  the  inferior  meatus.  Bougies  of  different  sizes  and 
shapes  are  employed,  as  the  particular  case  seems  to  indi- 
cate. His  success  in  the  five  cases  thus  treated  has  been 
very  gratifying.  The  suggestion  is  surely  worth  a  trial,  as 
by  present  methods,  these  cases  are  treated  with  most  un- 
satisfactory results. — Detroit  Review  of  Medicine — Southern 
Medical  Record. 


The  TreatmeDt  of  Agibmn. 
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Th©  Treatment  of  Asthma. 


Tbtj  following  extract  is  from  a  lecture  by  Dr.  C.  T. 
Williams,  reported  in  the  Lancet: 

1,  Stimulant  Anti'Spamimdics. — A  certain  number  of 
asthmatics  gain  relief  by  sulphuric  ether,  by  strong  coffee, 
and  even  alcohol-  One  of  the  most  recently  introduced  of 
this  class  is  the  nitrite  of  aniyl,  which*  by  acting  as  a  vio- 
lent cardiac  stimulant,  Rometimes  relieves  the  spasm. 

2.  Sedative  Anti'Spasmodics* — ^This  is  an  almost  endless 
class;  and  if  the  sufferer  periseveres,  he  generally  gets 
relief  from  one  or  more  members  of  the  group,  which 
includes  datura  stramonium,  tatula,  belhidoniia,  hyoscya- 
muB,  tobacco,  lobelia,  Indian  hemp  and  others.  With 
regard  to  stramonium^  belladonna  and  henbane,  their  use 
was  dictated,  as  is  well  known,  by  the  experiments  of  Dr, 
0.  J.  B,  Williams,  who  found  that  in  animals  poisoned  by 
these  drugS|the  hi-oncliial  tubes  were  dilated  and  incapable 
of  being  excited  by  any  stimulus,  and  thej"  seem  to  have  little 
effect  on  the  bronchial  muscles.  I  found  far  more  satisfactory 
results  follow  the  use  of  the  extract  of  stramonium  made 
from  the  seeds,  in  quarter-grain  to  half  grain  doses,  than  in 
smoking  the  cigarettes  of  the  leaves,  which,  however,  have 
a  high  repute.  Lobelia  is  a  valuable  agent  when  used  in 
sufficiently  large  doses;  but  to  do  much  good,  it  must  be 
administered,  not  in  doses  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  minims, 
as  18  often  done,  but  a  drachm  at  a  time,  and  repeated 
every  three  or  four  hours  until  some  effect  is  produced. 
Tobacco,  when  smoked,  has  a  sedative  influence,  but  when 
taken  into  the  stomach  is  a  very  unsafe  remedy,  it  being 
necessary  to  push  it  to  the  extent  of  vomiting  before  relief 
comes;  and  ofttiraos  alarming  symptoms  of  failure  of  the 
circulation  follow.  Indian  hemp  has  been  used,  and  with 
a  certain  amount  of  success;  but  it  occasionally  gives  rise 
to  curious  head-symptoms,  and  therefore  requires  careful 
watching. 

Inhalations  of  various  kinds  and  smoking  the  different 
kinds  of  cigarettes  often  do  good,  if  the  epasm  be  not  very 
severe;  but  when  this  is  the  case,  we  must  expect  them  to 
fail,  as  they  generally  do,  from  the  great  difficulty  of  intro- 
ducing them  into  the  systom.  It  is  then  that  hypodermic 
injections  of  morphia  come  in  useful^   and  by  inducing 
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elumber,  relax  the  spaBm.  The  dope  should  be  from  one- 
Bixth  to  one-fourth  of  a  grain,  repeated  from  time  to  time» 
and  their  use  is  at  once  contra-indicated  by  any  blueuess 
of  the  face  or  fiigns  of  obstructed  circuhition. 

In  very  obstiuj^te  cases  you  will  find  that  sometimes  all 
drugs  fail,  chiefly  on  acconnt  of  the  difficulty  of  intro- 
ducing them  into  the  system;  and  the  fit  gradunlly  weary 
itself  out,  generally  through  the  carbonic  acid  acrumuhiting 
in  the  Kings  and  inducing  HTifestbesia  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, aurf  thus  relaxing  the  spasm 

I  can  testify  highly  to  t\w  benefits  of  chloroform  inhala- 
tion in  the  worst  eases,  in  many  of  which  it  has  acted  like  a 
charm  and  sent  the  sufferer  into  a  calm  slumber,  from 
which  he  has  awoke  free  from  dyspnoea.  In  others  the 
relief  is  temporary  and  the  sptiam  returns  as  severely  tis 
ever.  The  objectioi»s  to  the  use  of  chloroform  seem  to  be 
twofold.  First*  it  eome times,  in  small  quantities,  /,e*,  less 
than  one  drachm,  causes  intermittence  of  the  pulse; 
second,  it  cannot  with  safety  be  entrusted  to  the  patients. 
The  chloral  was  given  in  doses  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
grains  ID  an  ounce  of  peppermint  water  every  three  or  four 
hours.  The  eflect,  in  almost  every  iostance,  was  that  the  pa- 
tients fel!  fast  asleep  after  the  first  dose  and  slept  in  a  recum- 
bent posture  for  a  few  liours,  which  they  had  not  been  able  to 
do  for  days  and  weeks.  On  awaking  there  was  a  tendency 
of  the  spasm  to  return,  which  was  generally  obviated  by 
two  or  three  repetitious  of  the  large  doses.  The  breath- 
ing gradually  became  quite  free,  except  when  consideralile 
emphysema  existed;  and  here  the  asthmatic  spasm  was 
removed  and  only  the  habitual  dyspntea  remained*  The 
doses  of  chloral  were  then  reduced  and  gradually  discon- 
tinued. 

Having  succeeded  with  the  most  troublesome  form  of 
asthma,  I  next  tried  the  drug  in  cases  wliere  the  attacks, 
though  severe,  are  far  from  periodic,  appearing  at  a  fixed 
hour  every  night  and  completely  disappearing  every  day. 
Here  the  chloral  seemed  still  more  successful,  as  a  large 
evening  dose  generally  aflbrded  a  good  night^a  rest,  and 
steady  perseverance  with  the  night  draughts  seemed  to 
break  the  habit  of  the  attacks  and  eventually  to  get  rid  of 
them  altogether.  After  this  I  have  tried  chloral  in  most 
forms  of  spasmodic  asthma,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  it  has  become  a  favorite  prescription  in  my  wards* 

In  the  twenty  cases  in  which  I  have  used  it,  speedy 
relief  has  been  obtained  in  all.  In  two,  this  has  only  been 
temporary;  in  the  other  eighteen   permanent.     In  three 
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cases  where  thescruple  doses  have  been  repeated  several 
times,  tlie  patient  complained  of  queer  sensations  iu  the 
head;  and  in  one  of  these,  a  very  obstinate  case,  where  the 
chloral  was  continued  for  days,  the  patient  complained  of 
feeling  muddled.  Vomiting  came  on,  which  disappeared 
on  the  appearance  of  purpuric  eruption  on  the  legs.  The 
drug  was  of  course  discontinued,  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
wheezing,  which  had  ceased,  returned.  This  was  the  only 
instance  of  bad  effects  following. — Philadelphia  Medical 
Beporter. 


Croton-Chloral  Hydrat. 


The  profession  and  the  public  are  chiefly  indebted  to  Dr. 
Oscar  Liebreich  for  the  introduction  of  chloral  hydrate ; 
and  this  obligation  is  further  increased  by  the  addition  of 
croton-chloral  hydrat,  which  will  doubtless  prove  an  equally 
valuable  therapeutic  agent.  It  is  of  the  greatest  service 
in  cases  of  nerve-paiiu  Every  sufferer  from  neuralgia  is 
anxious  to  obtain  speedy  relief  from  pain  :  this  may  be  ob- 
tained by  taking  croton-chloral  hydrat,  and  then  the  ante- 
cedent causes  of  the  neuralgia  may  afterwards  be  inquired 
into  and  treated  accordingly.  The  following  cases  are  in- 
teresting, as  showing  the  immediate  relief  from  pain  that 
this  drug  affords : 

A.  suffered  from  facial  neuralgia  of  a  most  severe  charac- 
ter ;  it  affected  her  hearing  and  eyesight.  She  could  not 
rest  or  take  food.  She  took  one  grain  of  croton-chloral 
hydrat  every  hour.  In  three  hours  she  was  considerably 
better.  After  taking  three  more  doset*,  she  was  entirely 
free  from  pain. 

B.  suffered  much  from  facial  neuralgia  dependent  on  de- 
cayed teeth  and  had  not  been  able  to  take  food  or  sleep  for 
three  days.  She  was  ordered  croton-chloral  hydrat  in 
grain  doses  every  hour  and  obtained  great  relief  after  two 
doses.  Six  doses  removed  the  pain  completely.  She  slept 
that  night. 

0.  This  patient  suffered  from  concussion  of  the  spine 
caused  by  a  railway  accident  some  years  ago.  She  has 
had  every  variety  of  treatment  for  the  pain  she  suffers  in 
the  spine  and  the  nerves  proceeding  therefrom.  She  took 
potassium  bromide,  gr.  xx,  and  croton-chloral  hydrat,  gr.  i, 
three  times  a  day,  with  marked  relief  and  no  bad  symptoms. 


12  Institutes  and  Practice  op  Medicine. 

E.  This  is  a  young  dyspeptic  and  neuralgic  patient  and 
suflfers  greatly  from  dysmenorrhoea.  She  took  two-grain 
doses  when  the  paroxysms  of  pain  came  on,  with  marked 
relief. 

F.  has  been  under  treatment  for  various  neuralgiae  for 
some  years.  She  has  had,  at  one  time  or  another,  almost 
every  external  and  internal  therapeutic  agent  in  the  Phar- 
macopoeia— strychnia,  iron,  quinine,  ammonium  chloride, 
aconite,  belladonna,  iodihe,  brojnine,  blisters,  hypodermic 
injections,  galvanism,  together  with  baths  and  other  hy- 
gienic appliances,  including  change  of  air.  In  this  case, 
two-grain  doses  of  croton-chloral  hydrat  every  hour  afiforded 
more  speedy  relief  from  pain  than  any  of  the  above  reme- 
dies. After  taking  eight  grains,  she  was  almost  free  from 
pain. 

In  thirteen  patients  who  have  taken  croton-chloral  hy- 
drat, not  a  single  bad  symptom  has  been  observed.  In 
grain  doses,  it  relieves  pain  quickly,  causes  natural  sleep, 
no  subsequent  headache  or  furred  tongue.  In  several  cases 
it  acted  as  a  gentle  laxative. — Benson  Baker  in  British 
MedicalJoumcU,  October  25 — Philadelphia  Medical  Times, 


Extraordiiiary  Case  of  Passage  of  Hairs  flrom  the  Blad- 
der, giving  rise  to  Irritation  of  the  Bladder  and  Fre- 
quent Micturition. 

BY  JAMES  A.  SBWELL,  M.D.,  L.R.C.S.E.,  QUEBEC 


Ann  Vaughn,  an  orphan,  at  three  years  and  nine  months, 
was  admitted  into  the  Female  Orphan  Asylum  of  this  city 
on  the  18th  of  May,  1873.  She  is  very  backward  of  her 
speech  and  is  of  feeble  intellect,  though  apparently  she 
understands  tolerably  well  what  is  said  to  her.  Her  hab- 
its are  uncleanly,  passing  everything  on  the  floor  in  a 
standing  posture  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Matron. 

Before  her  admission  she  had  been  adopted  by  a  very 
respectable  family,  who  discovered  shortly  after  that  she 
was  suffering  from  irritation  of  the  bladder,  passing  water 
very  frequently,  with  more  or  less  pain. 

On  examining  the  urine,  each  discharge  was  found  to 
contain  a  number  of  hairs  varying  from  one  to  seven  inches 
in   length.     Examined  under  the  microscope,  each   hair 
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showed  a  well-defined  bulb  and  all  the  characteristics  of 
ordinary  hair. 

At  this  date  she  is  still  suffering  from  the  above-men- 
tioned irritation  and  passes  about  a  dozen  of  these  hairs 
every  day.  Generally,  they  are  very  fine  and  of  a  light 
color ;  occasionally,  they  are  coarser  and  darker. 

So  far,  my  case,  though  an  uncommon  one,  is  not  unique, 
as  I  find  Coulson  on  Diseases  of  the  Bladder  reports  three 
cases  as  having  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Sir  Henry 
Sloane  and  one  in  that  of  another  gentleman. 

There  is,  however,  another  feature  in  this  case,  which, 
added  to  the  facts  above  detailed,  makes  it  really,  so  far  as 
I  can  discover,  perfectly  unique.  The  child  is  constantly 
drawing  similar  hairs,  from  eight  to  ten  inches  long,  from 
her  mouth.  These  are  frequently  coated  with  bloody  mu- 
cus. There  is  no  calcareous  matter  attached  to  the  hairs 
found  in  the  urine.  The  fluid  is  of  a  specific  gravity  of 
1018,'  and  contains  neither  blood,  pus  nor  mucus  globules. 
I  may  add  that  I  have  discovered  these  hairs  in  the  child's 
urine  passed  in  my  presence.  I  have  never  seen  her  draw 
any  from  her  mouth,  but  some  of  the  lady  visitors  have, 
and  moreover,  I  can  rely  implicitly  on  the  report  of  the 
Matron. 

If  you  consider  the  case  of  sufficient  interest,  you  will 
oblige  me  by  inserting  it  in  your  journal. — Canada  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 
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Dr.  A.  Seeligmuller,  in  the  British  MedicalJournal,  in  a 
collection  of  observations  on  the  pathology  of  the  nervous 
system  (Halle,  1873,)  states  that  a  man  aged  thirty-three, 
who  had  been  long  exposed  to  cold  and  wet  while  employed 
in  some  water-works  and  had  aftf^rwards  worked  in  a 
white-lead  manufactory,  suffered  from  the  following  symp- 
toms, which  returned  regularly  every  four  weeks:  His 
face  became  red  and  he  had  pain  in  one  or  other  of  the 
lower  limbs.  While  these  symptoms  were  present,  he  had 
a  violent  paroxysm  of  cough,  ending  in  vomiting  of  mucus; 
this  was  followed  by  an  urgent  desire  for  defecation,  at- 
tended with  spasmodic  pain  in  the  rectum  and  in  the  whole 
of  the  hypochondriac  region.  The  first  discharges  were 
normal;  afterwards  they  presented  thready  masses  of  the 
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size  of  a  goose-quill.  After  the  stools,  the  pain  extended 
to  the  back;  and  when  it  had  reached  the  neck,  the  feel- 
ing of  strangulation,  vomiting  and  spasmodic  deglutition 
were  relieved.  The  patient  then  had  a  rigor;  and  the 
paroxysm  ceased  at  the  end  of  twelve  hours,  with  an  at- 
tack of  vomiting,  to  be  repeated  on  the  third  day.  After 
this,  there  was  an  interval  of  four  weeks,  during^  which  the 
man  became  rapidly  convalescent  and  presented  nothing 
abnormal  on  examination.  Various  plans  of  treatment  only 
alleviated  this  condition  for  a  short  time.  The  patient 
found  most  relief  from  a  prolonged  course  of  treatment  as 
for  taenia  and  faradization  of  the  large  intestine,  and  at  a 
later  date  from  injection  of  morphia.  The  disorder  re- 
mained essentially  unchanged.  Dr.  Seeligmuller  believes 
that  the  symptoms  were  due  to  neuralgia  of  the  solar  plexus 
or  to  a  visceral  neuralgia  aflFecting  some  one  or  other  of  the 
abdominal  plexus.  He  does  mot  think  that  the  case  was 
one  of  lead-colic,  because  the  patient  had  no  symptoms 
while  employed  in  the  manufactory,  and  there  was  no  lead- 
line on  the  gums. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Elimination  of  Mercury. 


Drs.  Mayencon  and  Bergeret,  in  a  study  of  the  action  of 
mercury  {Journal  de  V  Anaiomie),  found  that  when  one 
centigramme  of  the  bichloride  was  injected  hypodermically 
into  a  dog,  the  metal  was  to  be  found  in  the  urine  during 
the  following  twenty-four  hours;  when  a  centigramme  was 
administered  during  ten  or  twelve  days,  the  urine  con- 
tained mercury  during  the  whole  time  and  for  four  or 
five  days  afterwards.  They  failed  to  find  it  in  the  saliva, 
but  did  detect  it  in  the  spermatic  fluid  of  an  embosser. 
In  a  ptyalized  nursing  woman  the  milk  contained  as  much 
as  the  saliva;  and  the  authors  detected  the  drug  in  the 
urine  of  a  baby  fed  at  the  breast  of  a  mercurialized  female. 

In  a  second  series  of  experiments,  rabbits  were  killed  at 
various  intervals  after  the  injection  of  a  solution  of  the 
bichloride,  and  their  tissues  examined.  It  was  found  that 
in  half  an  hour  the  drug  had  permeated  everywhere,  but 
was  most  abundant  in  the  liver  and  kidneys.  In  four  days 
the  mercury  given  in  a  single  dose  was  all  eliminated  and 
could  not  be  found  in  the  tissues.  By  the  continuous  use 
of  the  metal  it  certainly  accumulates  and  remains  in  the 
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system.  Thus,  neither  the  urine  nor  the  blood  of  one  of 
the  investigators  contained  any  of  the  metal  forty-eight 
hours  after  the  cessation  of  a  mercurial  course.  Yet,  on 
taking  iodide  of  potassium,  mercury  reappeared  in  the 
urine  and  continued  to  be  present  for  forty-eight  hours. — 
Medical  Times. 


Cold  Infasion  of  O-reen  Coffee  in  O-out. 


Dr.  Monchaux  communicates  to  UAbeiUe  Midiccde  his  ex- 
perience in  the  use  of  cold  infusion  of  green  coffee  in  the 
treatment  of  goat.  He  directs  his  patients  to  take  a 
tablespoonful  of  green  coffee,  place  it  in  a  tumbler,  half 
fill  the  latter  with  water  at  the  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere, and  allow  it  to  stand  for  twenty-four  hours.  In  the 
morning  the  liquid  is  to  be  swallowed,  an  equal  quantity 
of  water  added  and  taken  the  following  morning;  thus  the 
same  quantity  of  coffee  will  serve  for  two  doses.  The 
liquid  thus  obtained  has  little  savor;  it  is  more  or  less  dis- 
tinctly green,  according  to  the  species  of  coffee  employed. 
Dr.  Monchaux  does  not  explain  the  mode  of  action  of  the 
remedy  upon  the  uric  diathesis.  He  inclines  to  the  belief  that 
it  acts  against  the  effects  of  the  disease  rather  than  on  the 
disease  itself,  and  that,  in  order  to  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  gout,  it  is  only  necessary  to  make  a  daily  use  of 
the  remedy  indicated  by  him.^  He  observes  that  the  rem- 
edy is  an  old  one,  and  that,  however  difficult  it  may  be  to 
explain  the  precise  action,  the  efficiency  of  the  remedy  is 
acknowledged.  He  had  himself  used  it  during  three  years, 
and  with  the  result  that  his  bi-annual  attacks  of  gout  had 
completely  disappeared. — The  Doctor. 


Treatment  of  Diphtheria. 


Dr.  Lolli  strongly  recommends  the  following  measures, 
having  found  them  extremely  efficacious  in  a  great  variety 
of  cases :  1.  Avoid  cauterizing,  except  when  gangrene 
occurs.  2.  Do  not  have  recourse  to  bleeding,  purging  or 
emetics  unless  you  are  forced  to  do  so  by  exceptional 
symptoms.     3.    Diet,   according   to   appetite;    but  at   all 
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events  generous.  4.  Do  not  interfere  with  the  functions 
of  the  skin;  or  rather  promote  them  by  rest  in  bed,  poul- 
tices, sinapisms,  etc.,  and  persevere  until,  from  the  general 
or  local  symptoms,  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  morbid 
principle  has  been  eliminated  or  destroyed.  5.  Use  the 
following  mixture  as  a  gargle,  or  apply  with  a  camel's-hair 
pencil  every  second  hour,  or  employ  as  an  inhalation  if  the 
disease  has  reached  the  larynx: 
5;     Lime-water,  f^iv  to  xij; 

Solution  of  perchloride  of  iron,  f3ss  to  fjij; 

Carbolic  acid,  gr.  j  to  xx; 

Honey  of  roses,  f^j. 
Shake  the  bottle  well.     The  mixture  may  be  largely 
diluted   with   water    or    tea  and   given  internally. — The 
Lancet,  August  l6th,  1873. 


Carbolic  Acid  and  Sulphite  op  Soda  in  Small-pox. — 
An  article  was  published  some  time  ago  by  Dr.  Bessy,  of 
Montreal,  bringing  the  above  most  successful  plan  of  treat- 
ment under  the  notice  of  the  profession.  Since  then  he 
has  had  several  cases,  all  confirmatory  of  the  beneficial 
action  of  this  combination.  He  gives  it  in  the  proportion 
of  one  drop  of  carbolic  acid  to  from  5  to  10  grs.  of  the  sul- 
phite, in  a  drachm  of  glycerine.  The  carbolic  acid  is  first 
dissolved  in  the  glycerine,  forming  a  carbolate  of  glycerine, 
and  to  this  is  added  the  sulphite  of  soda.  It  is  deserving 
of  a  more  extended  trial. 


Chloride  op  Potassium  in  Epilepsy. — Dr.  Lander  uses 
{Sccdpelj  Belgium,)  chloride  of  potassium  instead  of  bromide 
of  potassium  in  epilepsy.  He  mentions  the  following 
advantages  in  the  employment  of  the  substance:  It  is  more 
active,  is  but  one-sixth  of  the  cost  and  has  not  the  second- 
ary effects  of  the  bromide.  He  begins  with  small  doses, 
but  has  been  able  to  continue  the  use  of  the  substance  for 
months  without  any  inconvenience,  in  daily  doses  of  from 
one  drachm  to  a  drachm  and  a  half.  According  to  Dr. 
Lander,  bromide  of  potassium  is  transformed  into  the 
chloride  in  the  stomach.  This  is,  therefore,  an  additional 
reason  for  prescribing  it  at  once  in  this  latter  form. — 
Lancet,  July  12th,  1873. 
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Trkatmbnt  of  Diphtheria, — Dr*  Kuhn,  of  Berlin,  re- 
gHrdB  diuhtheria  as  of  functus  origin,  and  he  endeavors  *'sq 
lo  modity  the  nutrition  of  the  miicuri  raeinbranes  *^  that 
they  will  be  unfavorable  to  the  growth  ot  ihis  fungus:  this 
he  proposes  to  do  by  the  use  of  strong  alkaline  solutions. 
He  gives  fifteen  to  thirty  grains  daily  of  carbonate  of  potash 
to  a  child  under  three  years,  and  so  on  in  proportion  to 
age. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 


Cold  Baths  in  Rheumatic  Fkver.— Dr.  Sydney  Ringer 
reports  in  the  Practitioner  a  case  of  rheumatic  fever  suc- 
cessfully treated  by  means  of  cold  bathe  and  the  applica- 
tion of  large-sized  ice*bags.  The  patient  was  a  young  girl 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age;  the  temperature  was  very 
high  and  the  joints  red  and  painful,  but  under  the  above 
treatment  the  temperature  was  soon  lowered  and  great 
relief  afforded  the  patient. 


&ijttecaltig:ij  aad  diseases  nt  Bhil^ven. 

Intaresttng  Case  of  Albuminaria  attending  Pregnancy. 


BT  T,  H.  PINKEBTON,  M.  !),>  OAKLAND,  CALrFOBNiA* 


W»is  called  to  visit  Mrs.  A.  R.  M.,  November  3d,  1873, 
on  account  of  an  anaaarcous  condition  which  pervaded  her 
entire  body.  On  inquiry  we  learned  that  she  was  about 
seven  and  a  half  months  gone  in  pregnancy.  Being  a 
very  large  and  fleshy  person  naturally,  the  dropsical  effu- 
sion greatly  incommoded  her  in  locomotion,  and  she  com* 
plained  of  her  feet  and  lower  extremities  parti cularly^ 
together  with  great  diepnoea  and  weight  about  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen.  We  suspected  albuminaria  at  once, 
yet  there  w<i8  no  cerebral  disturbance  or  pain  in  the  renal 
region.      An  examination  of  the  urine  revealed  that  its 
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sp.  gr.  was  1026  and  acid  in  reaction,  amount  32  oz.  in  twen- 
ty-tour hours;  that  it  was  heavily  laden  with  albumen.  Her 
bowels  were  loose,  having  from  three  to  six  semi-liquid 
evacuations  daily.  We  ordered  her  potass  bi-tart,  in  cold 
water,  as  a  drink.  Also  to  take  acid  tannicum,  given  in 
a  drachm  of  glycerine  three  times  daily. 

November  5th — Patient  no  better;  urine  36  oz.,  sp.  gr. 
1022,  acid/,  albumen  same  as  on  first  examination;  ordered 
ten  drops  tinct.  digitalis,  with  syr.  scillae  every  four  hours, 
with  a  view  to  their  action  on  the  kidneys.  Under  this 
treatment  she  continued  with  no  improvement  in  her 
symptoms  until  the  9th  inst.,  when  a  severe  attack  of  vomit- 
ing, with  pain  in  the  epigastrium,  supervened,  and  contin- 
ued through  most  of  the  night;  the  morning  brought  no 
change.  Pulv.  jalapaD  3  ss.  was  ordered,  to  be  repeated  in 
three  hours  if  the  bowels  were  not  moved,  which,  having 
the  desired  eflFect,  the  vomiting  ceased,  and  we  left  our  pa- 
tient comparatively  comfortable. 

November  11th — ^The  albumen  not  diminishing  and  her 
general  condition  remaining  about  the  same,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  call  Dr.  R.  Beverly  Cole  in  consultation. 

The  question  of  inducing  premature  delivery  was  fully  dis- 
cussed, but  it  was  concluded  to  first  advise  a  hot  bath,  con.- 
tinue  the  digitalis  internally  as  well  as  apply  an  infusion  of 
the  same  by  means  of  cloths  covered  with  oiled  silk  to  the 
back,  and  also  to  alternate  with  the  digitalis  internally,  acid 
benzoicum,  gr.,  in  glycerine  3  ss.,  every  six  hours. 

November  12th— Condition  of  patient  about  the  same; 
urine,  36  oz.,  sp.  gr.  1022,  acid.  Microscope  revealing  the 
presence  of  pus  cells  and  granular  tube  casts  ;  albumen 
three-fourths,  (that  is,  on  boiling  and  addition  of  acid  three- 
fourths  of  the  bulk  of  urine  examined  became  solid).  She 
complains  of  less  sickness  at  the  stomach;  treatment  con- 
tinned. 

November  13th — Sent  for  in  haste  and  found  her  suffer- 
ing from  gastrodynia;  examined  urine  ;  albumen  same  in 
quantity,  34  oz.,  sp.  gr.  1028.  Ordered  pulv.  jalapae  3  ss.  po- 
tass bi-tart  v.,  which  acted  as  a  cathartic,  without  relief; 
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directed  her  to  have  opii,  gr.  |.  pot.  nitr.  gr.  |^.  every 
hour;  she  was  greatly  relieved  after  second  dose. 

November  14th — General  condition  same;  urine>  24  oz., 
acid,  sp.  gr.  1027,  brown  red  in  color,  opaque,  heavy  white 
sediment ;  albumeYi  four-fifths  (4-5);  spindle-shaped  cells 
moderately  numerous;  flat  cells  abundant;  pus  cells  moder- 
ate; blood  cells,  granular  casts  both  straight  and  convoluted 
very  abundant. 

November  15th — Urine  increased  to  32  oz.  and  rather 
less  blood  cells;  in  other  particulars  unchanged.  The 
patient,  however,  complains  of  constant  nausea,  and  is 
growing  decidedly  weaker.  Dr.  Cole  met  me  again — a 
further  investigation  developed  that  neither  of  the  physi- 
cal signs  of  a  living  child  were  present,  and  the  patient 
states  that  she  has  not  felt  the  movements  of  her  child 
since  Sunday,  the  9th  inst.  In  consideration  of  this  fact, 
taken  with  her  general  condition,  it  was  determined  to  in- 
duce **  premature  delivery,"  and  a  sponge  tent  was  intro- 
duced to  the  cervical  canal  of  the  uterus  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
At  about  3  o'clock  p.  M.,  labor  pain  commenced,  and  con- 
tinued at  irregular  intervals  through  the  night. 

November  16th — Pains  continue  more  regular  in  their 
recurrence  and  character,  gradually  increasing  in  frequency 
and  power  until  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  she  was  delivered  of 
a  child,  bearing  the  evidences  of  having  been  dead  for  some 
days. 

The  patient  having  on  several  preceding  occasions  been 
exposed  to  the  dangers  of  post-partam  hemorrhage,  we  ad- 
ministered thirty  drops  of  the  Etherial  Ext.  of  Ergot  in 
brandy,  and  repeated  the  dose  in  fifteen  minutes,  which 
had  the  effect  of  superinducing  contraction  of  the  uterus 
at  once,  and  there  was  no  more  loss  of  blood  than  in  ordi- 
nary cases.  This  fact  gave  great  comfort,  as  she  had  in- 
variably in  her  previous  labors  flooded  fearfully.  Her 
condition  continued 'satisfactorily  throughout  the  day. 

November  nth — Had  quite  a  comfortable  night ;  slept 
most  of  the  time  quietly.  Urine  increased  to  40  oz.  for 
the  24  hours,  sp.  gr.  1015,  albumen  much  less. 
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November  18th — Had  tolerably  good  ni^ht;  general  con- 
dition good,  bttt  complmns  of  slight  pain  in  the  left  ovarVi 
Urine  increased  to  128  oz.,  sp,  gr.  1012,  acid,  alburaen  one 
half  (A)  with  some  hyaline  caste.  Ordered  warm  fomenta- 
tions over  left  ovary. 

November  19th — Has  pain  still  in  the  ovary  with  some 
nausea  of  the  storaacli.  Urine »  54  oz,,  acid^  sp.  gr.  1020  ; 
opaque,  reddish  brown,  albumen  ^,  granular  discd.  Ordered 
potass  bi'tart  ^  ss.  in  cold  water,  to  be  taken  as  a  beverage 
during  the  24  hours, 

November  20th — Has  less  pain  in  the  ovary;  Bwelling  in 
the  feet  and  legs  much  less.  Urine  48  oz.,  sp.  gr,  1019, 
alkaline  in  reaction,  albumen  |,  nausea  gone,  and  gent^ral 
condition  good. 

November  2l8t — Pain  in  ovary  much  less;  has  a  slight 
flow  of  fresh  blood  from  the  uterus;  urine,  50  oz.,  alkaline, 
8p.  gr.  1015;  albumen  one-half  (J),  light  yellow  in  color; 
transparent  casts  straight;  granular  casts  but  few;  pus  cells 
a  few;  triple  phosphates  abundant, 

November  23d  to  30th — Steadily  improving  in  all  her 
symptoms.  Daily  average  of  urine  voided,  64  oz.  alkaliner 
ftp.  gr.  1018,  and  albumen  nearly  disappeared. 

December  1st  to  lOth — Quantity  of  urine  passed  daily, 
40  oz.,  acid  in  reaction,  sp.  gr.  1015.  Only  a  trace  of  albu- 
men remains;  in  every  other  respect  the  urine  is  perfectly 
normal;  the  dropsical  or  anasarcous  condition  has  entirely 
disappeared — the  patient  recovering  her  natural  size  and 
appearance. 

Debility  being  the  greatest  trouble  with  which  she  has  to 
contend  at  this  time,  we  ordered  Elix.  Quiniee  Ferri  et 
Str3'ch,  in  teaepoonful  doses  3  times  a  day,  after  eating, 
with  a  small  dose  of  Jalapae  and  Pot  Bi-tart  pro-re  nat-a, 
with  a  view  to  its  action  on  the  bowels. 

December  15th — Patient  entirely  recovered  and  dis- 
charged. 

Remarks — In  the  above  report  there  are  several  pointa 
of  interest  and  speculation  quite  noticeable  ;  Ist,  the  ex- 
cessive efllusLon  into  the  cellular  tissue;  Sd^  the  enormous 
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qiiautity  of  ulbamea  iti  tlie  urijie^  four-fiftLs  (4-5 ;)  3d,  the 
presence  of  blood  6ells,  of  pus  cella  and  casts,  indicatitig 
rapid  disorganization  of  the  kidney;  and  4th,  the  death  of 
the  foetus* 

WliiUt  it  is  no  uficommon  occurrence  for  albumen  to  ap* 
pear  in  the  urine  of  pregnant  womeUi  and^  indeed,  couvul- 
gions  result  from  presence  of  urea,  yet  we  are  of  the 
opiriion  that  it  is  rare  for  so  large  a  quantity  as  thi«  case 
preisented. 

We  also  know  that  anasarca  frequently  occurs  in  these 
cases,  but  have  never  seeu  it  so  extensive  as  to  involve 
every  portion  of  the  surface,  even  to  the  face  and  scalp. 

The  presence  of  blood  and  pus  cells,  together  with  casts, 
certainly  is  no  part  of  the  condition  of  a  pregnant  woman, 
even  when  dropsy  and  alburuinaria  are  present,  and 
strongly  indicated  a  disposition  to  disorganization,  at  once 
alarming  in  itself,  and  tended  largely  to  induce  us  to  sus- 
pect permanent  organic  change. 

The  suspension  of  the  movements  of  the  foetus  in  utero 
might  be  argued  as  a  reason  why  premature  delivery 
should  not  have  been  resorted  to^  as  decomposition  would, 
in  H  »hort  time,  ha?e  induced  labor.  From  this  opinion, 
however,  we  must  dissent,  for  tlie  reason  that  as  the 
woman's  blood  was  unquestionably  charged  with  urea,  it 
was  desirable  to  relieve  the  pressure  exerted  by  the  gravid 
uterus  upon  the  euiulgent  vessels  and  aorta  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  certainly  the  detention  of  a  decomposing  foetus 
in  the  uterus,  furnishing  material  for  absorption^  and  hence 
exposing  the  patient  to  the  additional  danger  of  septicifimia, 
in  our  judgment  would  have  been  reprehensible. 

ptlttde  with  the  active  principle  of  mushroom  (muscarine) 
bui  e  agaricus  muscarius  show  that  its  effect  on  the  system 
IS  the  reverse  of  that  of  atropine.  It  causes  a  great  sensi- 
bility to  light  and  increase  of  the  pulse  and  seems  in  its 
action  to  promise  the  best  remedy  for  belladonna  poison- 
ing, and  vice  versa.     Its  subcutaneous  injection  was  used. 

I , 
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Notes   on  the  Treatment  of  Puerperal  Convulsions. 


There  is  no  complication  which  can  occur  in  the  lying- 
in  chamber  more  alarming  to  the  attendants  than  the 
occurrence  of  puerperal  convulsions.  The  wildest  emo- 
tions are  exceedingly  apt  to  be  manifested,  and  it  is 
towards  the  medical  attendant  that  all  eyes  are  turned  for 
assistance,  for  it  is  upon  his  knowledge  and  the  ability  to 

¥ut  it  into  practice  that  the  life  of  the  woman  depends, 
he  general  features  of  treatment,  as  practiced  by  some  of 
the  obstetricians  of  New  York,  are  given  below,  and  will 
not  be  uninteresting,  we  trust,  to  any  reader  who  may  he 
liable  to  be  called  to  attend  such  cases. 
The  plan  of  treatment  adopted  by 

PR  IP.'^T.  GAILLARD  THOMAS,  OP  NEW  YORK, 

Is  essentially  embraced  in  the  following:  When  a  toxsemic 
condition  of  the  blood  is  recognized  in  the  pregnant  woman, 
from  the  presence  of  albumen  in  the  urine,  keep  the 
mucous  tract  of  the  alimentary  canal  very  active,  prevent 
the  woman  from  eating  a  large  amount  of  animal  food,  and 
guard  the  skin  against  atmospherical  changes  in  tempera- 
ture. The /irst  indication  may  be  met  by  the  use  of  saline 
cathartics,  such  as  bitartrate  of  potassa  and  Rochelle  salts. 
The  second  indication  is  met  by  keeping  the  woman  as 
much  as  possible  upon  a  vegetable  and  farinaceous  diet, 
giving  but  a  small  amount  of  animal  food;  and  the  third 
indication  is  met  by  stimulating  the  skin  once  in  twenty- 
four  hours  by  hot-water  or  hot-air  baths,  followed  by  fric- 
tions with  a  rough  towel,  used  by  an  assistant,  until  the 
skin  is  in  a  perfect  glow,  and  causing  the  woman  to  wear 
flannel.  Perhaps  by  these  means  further  interference  will 
be  entirely  avoided.  In  the  worst  forms  of  urasmic 
toxaemia  premature  delivery  will  be  required,  and  it  should 
be  accomplished  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  month,  unless  the 
life  of  the  mother  is  seriously  jeopardized  previous  to  this 
time.  The  child  will  almost  surely  die  if  left  to  the  end 
of  the  ninth  month  and  the  life  of  the  mother  is  greatly 
risked  by  the  same  postponement. 

Suppose  the  woman  is  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  month,  or 
before,  and  has  a  convulsion.  The  indication  is  to  stop 
the  convulsions  and  not  permit  them  to  return.  Get  the 
kidneys  to  work  as  soon  as  possible,  and  deliver  the  woman 
as  soon  as  can  be  done  with  safety  to  the  mother  and 
child. 

If  the  condition  of  the  woman  is  such  as  to  warrant  it, 
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draw  blood.  This  is  done  for  purely  mechanical  reasons, 
viz.:  to  diminish  the  tendency  to  rupture  of  cerebral  ves- 
sels and  the  production  of  apoplexy.  But  if  you  have  bled 
and  another  convulsion  comes;  place  th^  woman  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform.  Venesection  and  chloroform  are 
the  two  means  for  stopping  this  kind  of  convulsions.  Now 
bring  on  labor  and  remove  the  child  as  soon  ^s  you  can 
do  so  safely;  but  you  are  not  obliged  to  deliver  immedi- 
ately. 

The  patient,  being  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  if 
the  OS  is  closed  the  warm  douche  may  be  used,  throwing 
a  stream  of  warm  water  against  the  cervix  for  twenty  or 
thirty  minutes  at  a  time,  to  favor  the  softening  and  dilata- 
tion. The  process  of  dilatation  may  mostly  be  left  to 
nature,  and  within  six  or  eight  hours  the  os  may  be  found 
to  be  dilated  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two 
inches  in  diameter. 

If  the  pains  are  of  moderate  severity,  the  case  may  be 
left  to  nature  chiefly  until  dilatation  has  taken  place  sufii- 
cient  to  admit  of  the  use  of  the  forceps  or  a  resort  to  ver- 
sion, a^d  either  of  these  operations  will  be  performed 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  There  is  gen- 
erally no  hurry  about  the  delivering,  for  the  woman  is 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform. 

The  pressure  now  being  removed  from  the  kidneys,  keep 
the  bowels  as  loose  as  you  can  without  prostrating  the 
patient;  sustain  the  strength  by  nutritious  material,  ^ive 
stimulants  if  the  pulse  begins  to  flag,  and  keep  the  patient 
perfectly  quiet. 

The  essential  features  of  the  plan  of  treatment  adopted 
by 

PROP.  EDMUND  R.  PBA8LBE,  OF  NEW  YORK, 

Are  as  follows:  The  management  of  the  puerperal  condi- 
tion can  generally  be  so  conducted  as  to  prevent  the  occur- 
rence of  convulsions.  If,  upon  examination  of  the  urine, 
albumen  is  found  present  in  quantities  sufiicient  to  give 
any  apprehensions  with  regard  to  its  toxaemic  eflfect  upon 
the  blood,  the  first  indication  is  to  make  the  kidneys  act. 
This  may  be  done  by  the  application  of  dry  cups  over  the 
region  of  the  kidneys;  sometimes  a  plaster  of  some  kind  is 
sufficient;  and  very  generally  acetate  of  potash  will  pro- 
duce sufficient  diuresis,  if  other  measures  fail.  If  there  is 
an  cedematous  condition  of  the  extremities,  a  pretty  sharp 
drastic  purgative  may  be  given  and  repeated  consistent 
with  the  effect  and  general  strength  of  the  patient.     By 
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the  use  of  these  menns,  no  further  trouble,  generally,  need 
be  apprehended.  If  the  case  is  sufficiently  seriou*?  to 
denmnd  the  induction  of  premature  labor,  it  should  be 
performed  as  soon  hs  the  woman  shows  any  symptoms  of 
convubions.  If  it  becomes  necessary  to  bring  on  prema- 
ture labor,  uhich  is  rarely  the  case  if  the  woman  is 
properly  managed,  it  may  be  done  by  the  use  of  the  warm* 
water  douche,  sponge-tents  and  Barnes'  dilators. 

But  we  will  suppose  that  the  woman  suddenly*,  in  the 
progress  of  her  pregnancy,  has  a  convulsion.  The  first 
thing  to  be  done  is  to  place  the  woman  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  further 
occurrence  of  convulsions.  She  may  be  held  under  its 
influence  for  almost  any  length  of  time,  if  it  is  nicely 
and  carefully  administered,  and  not  carried  to  the  extent 
of  producing  stertorous  breathing. 

If  the  veins  about  the  face  are  full  and  turgid,  it  may  be 
well  to  take  a  pint  of  blood  by  venesection,  but  I  have  not 
found  it  necessary  to  resort  to  this  measure  during  the  last 
fifteen  years.  It  is  done  with  the  view  of  saving  the  braio 
— relieving  the  pressure  upon  the  great  nervous  centres. 
Next,  in  every  possible  way,  hurry  up  the  labor. 

If  the  OS  is  closed,  the  warm  donche,  sponge-tents  and 
Barnes^  dilators  may  be  used;  b«t  the  great  objection  to 
their  use  is  that  too  much  time  is  consumed  in  effecting 
an  entrance  into  the  uterus,  A  more  expeditious  method 
of  effecting  an  entrance  into  the  cavity  ol  the  uterus  than 
either  sponge-tents  or  the  dilators  is  mechanical  dilatation 
by  means  of  the  hand.  Introduce  the  whole  hand  into  the 
vagina»  press  firmly  and  steadily  with  the  tips  of  the 
fingers  against  the  os,  insinuate  first  one  finger  into  the  oa 
and  cervix,  then  another  and  another,  until  the  entire 
hand  can  be  introduced  and  complete  dilatatiou  accom- 
plished. The  dilatation  being  accomplished,  sufficient 
delay  may  be  made  to  determine  what  the  labor-pain  will 
accomplish.  If  the  chloroform  prevents  the  convulsions, 
sufficient  delay  may  be  made  to  permit  the  head  to  come 
down,  so  that  it  can  be  readily  delivered  with  the  forceps; 
but  if,  after  dilatation,  there  ie  necessity  for  immediate 
delivery  or  there  is  any  doubt  with  regard  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  labor-pains  while  the  hand  is  in  the  uterus,  deliver 
by  version — for  there  are  even  chances  that  the  child  will 
perish  in  either  case,  and  the  life  of  the  mother  is  first  to 
be  regarded.  After  the  child  is  born,  chloroform  is  usually 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  convulsions;  but  it 
may  be  assisted  by  the  hypodermic  injection  of  from  fiTe 
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to  ten  drops  of  Magendie's  Solution.  I  would  not  advise 
the  H(hniiiistration  of  raore  than  one  injection,  and  this  may 
be  used  at  any  time  before  or  after  delivery,  if  th^  chloro- 
forra  and  venesection  do  not  arrest  their  occurrence.  The 
Bauae  remarks  are  applicable  in  case  of  a  rigid  08,  in  case 
of  a  labor  at  any  part  of  the  process  in  which  the  dilata- 
tion is  not  complete.  The  dilatation  with  the  hand  is 
mucb  more  expeditious  than  dilatation  by  any  other 
means.  Tlie  first  principal  in  the  management  of  a  case  of 
puerperal  convulsions  is  to  look  for  the  safety  of  the 
mother.  Get  rid  of  the  child  as  soon  as  possible,  save  it  if 
possible^  but  at  the  same  time  do  not  risk  the  life  of  the 
mother, 

PROP,    A*    L.    LOOMIS,   M*0,,    OF   NEW   YORK. 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine, held  April  3d,  1873,  Prof.  Alfred  L.  Loomiei  road  a  pa- 
per upon  the  treatment  of  acute  uneniia*  Reference  was 
made  in  the  course  of  the  paper  to  tlie  subject  of  puerperal 
eclampsia.  The  plan  of  treatment  which  was  particularly 
recommended  in  the  management  of  cases  of  acute  uri^mia 
was  to  produce  diuresis  by  the  use  of  au  infusion  of  digita- 
Us  ;  arm  if  convnlnions  appeared,  to  control  them  by  the 
use  nf  morphine  administered  hypodermically, 

Tho  ProfesHor  stated  that  he  had  treated  one  case  of 
puerperal  convulsions  after  this  plan  and  the  result  was 
entirely  satisfach»ry.  Reference  also  was  made  to  cases 
treated  by  the  use  of  morphi^t  administered  hypodermi- 
cally. 

In  tlie  discussion  upon  the  paper  of  Prof.  Loomis,  the 
following  remarks  were  made  upon  the  treatment  of  puer- 
peral convulsions  : 

Dr.  Anderson,  ex  President  uf  the  Academy,  remarked 
that  he  believed  **  vent  must  be  given  somewhere/^  In 
one  case  which  he  treated  by  the  use  of  ether  inhalations, 
witi*  only  partial  success  in  controlling  the  convulsions,  he 
gave  the  patient  grs.  xx.  of  calomel,  and  followed  it  soon 
after  with  an  injection  of  turpentine  and  soapsuds,  and  the 
result  was  an  ovefflow  of  the  bed  and  a  complete  subsidence 
of  the  convulsions.  The  results  in  this  case  were  sufficiently 
iatisfactory  to  warrant  him  in  the  repetition  of  the  treat- 
ment whenever  the  opportunity  presented  itself. 

Dr.  Baxter  remarked  that  he  was  heartily  sick  of  the  us© 
of  chloroform,  and  that  he  relied  upon  infusion  of  digitalis 
ia  5  fls.  doses  every  two  or  three  hours  and  blood-letting. 


^^A 
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PROP.  WHITE,    OP   BUFFALO. 

Prof.  White,  of  Buffalo  Medical  College,  being  present 
tipon  invitation,  gave  hia  views  upon  the  subject  of  treat- 
ment of  puerperal  convulsions  as  follows :  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  use  of  opium,  but  I  have  never  felt  that  it  was  impor* 
taot  to  give  it  hypoflermically*  My  attention  was  particu- 
larly called  to  its  use  in  a  case  where  there  wtis  great 
oedema,  immense  distention  of  the  abdomen,  in  which  the 
aBflasthetics  pretty  nearly  controlled  the  convulsions,  but 
it  was  deemed  unwise  to  further  continue  their  use.  Opiura 
was  given  in  large  doses  by  enema,  with  the  most  pleasing 
results.  I  believe  that  opium  is  beneficial,  from  the  fact 
it  relieves  cerebral  congestion.  Since  1851,  and  more 
especially  as  I  withheld  the  anaBsthetics,  have  I  been  con- 
vinced that  opium  prevents  cerebral  congestion  ;  hence  has 
a  tendency  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  convulsions.  But 
I  can  see  no  special  advantage  to  be  derived  by  giving  it 
hvpoderraically.  Again,  I  think  it  is  important  to  unload. 
Cfalomel  may  be  given  perhaps,  hat  I  think  that  it  is  not  as 
useful  as  some  other  remedy.  Almost  all  cathartics  are 
difficult  of  administration  at  this  time.  The  cathartic 
which  I  prefer  of  all  others  is  the  croton  oil.  It  is  eaflily 
administered,  is  efficient,  and  sate  if  properly  administered. 
Prepared  with  a  little  sugar  and  placed  upon  the  root  of 
the  tongue,  it  is  almost  certain  to  operate  quickly,  fully 
and  freely.  Another  benefit  which  I  think  arises  from  the 
use  of  croton  oil  as  a  cathartic  is,  that  it  irritates  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  entire  intestinal  canal,  and  in  this 
way  operate^  as  a  revulsive.  This  I  regard  a»  an  important 
benefit.  I  formerly  regarded  the  puerperal  convulsion  as 
something  requiring  blood-letting,  I  stilt  think  that  there 
are  cases  of  ooovuleions  where  the  abstraction  of  blood  is 
important.  I  would  therefore  still  resort  to  blood-letting 
occasionally,  and  the  indications  are  plain  which  would  de- 
mand the  employment  of  this  measure.  The  larger  pro- 
portion of  women^  however,  I  believe,  will  not  require  it.- 
— New  York  Medical  Iteayrd. 


Determining  the  Size  and  Sex  of  the  Fcetus  in  Utero. 


In  conclusion,  let  me  mention  that  investigations  have 
been  carried  out  with  a  view  to  determine  the  size  of  the 
foetus  and  also  the  sex  of  foetus  in  utero.  Abfeld,  of  Leip- 
sic,  has  attempted  to  ascertain  the  size  of  the  child,  in  order 
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to  calculate  the  period  of  gestatioiii  and  more  especially  to 
make  out  before  labor  if  any  disproportion  exists  between 
the  fcetus  aud  the  genital  passage.  He  pays  special  atten- 
tion to  the  size  of  the  head,  the  hardness  of  the  bones 
which  form  it»  and  the  condition  of  the  Hutares  aud  font* 
anelles.  The  patient  being  pUiced  on  the  back,  with  the 
tbighe  flexed,  if  the  long  axis  of  the  uterus  be  from  above 
down,  the  position  nf  the  fundus  uteri  ia  marked  on  the  ab* 
domen^  and  then  one  arm  of  Baudelocque's  pelvimeter  ia 
guided  by  the  linger  along  the  vagina  to  the  occiput  of  the 
child.  The  length  from  head  to  breech  is  thus  ascertained, 
and  by  doubling  this  we  have  the  entire  length  of  the  child. 
Ahfeld  has  collected  tlie  results  of  measurements  made  in 
two  hundred  and  tifty  cases  and  gives  much  interesting 
information.  In  one  of  the  tables  which  he  givey,  the  rela- 
tion between  the  length  of  the  child  and  the  two  trans- 
verse diameters  of  the  head  is  recorded.  So  far  as  these 
investigations  go  they  are  very  valuable. 

The  interesting  fact  that  the  sex  of  the  child  can  in  a 
large  proportion  of  cases  be  ascertained  by  auscukatiun 
during  pregnancy  has  ulso  lately  been  made  known.  When 
the  fojtal  pulsations  number  144  per  minute,  the  child  is 
probably  a  female;  when  they  are  124  per  minute,  probably 
a  mule.  It  is  said  that  a  little  variation  from  124  upward 
and  from  144  downward  will  not  alter  the  diagnoe^is,  pro- 
vided auscultation  bo  practiced  towards  the  end  of  preg- 
nancy. Steinbach  was  correct  in  fortv-five  out  of  fifty- 
eeven  cases  which  he  examined,  while  f  raukenhauser  was 
right  in  ail  the  fifty  cases  which  he  examined  with  a  view 
to  determine  the  sex  of  the  child. 


Dilatation  of  the  Cervix  Uteri  in  DysmenorrhcBa. 


Dr.  John  Ball  recommends  the  following  method  of  pro- 
cedure in  cases  of  constricted  cervix  uteri.  Having  pro- 
cured thtf  thorough  evacuation  of  the  bowels  of  the  patient, 
place  her  upon  her  back,  with  the  hips  near  the  edge  of 
the  bed,  and  when  she  is  profoundly  anaesthetized,  intro- 
duce a  thrce-bladed,  self-ret^iining  speculum;  seize  the  os 
utori  with  a  double-hooked  tenaculum,  draw  it  down  to- 
wards the  vuh^a,  and  then  introduce  a  metal  bougie  as 
large  as  the  canal  will  admit,  following  it  in  rapid  succea- 
aion  by  others  of  larger  size,  until  one  is  reached  which 


28 


Gynecology  and  Diseases  op  Children. 


represents  the  sisse  of  the  dilator.  Then  in«ert  the  dilator 
and  stretch  the  cervix  iu  every  directiou  until  it  18  en- 
larged sufficiently  to  admit  a  No.  16  bougie,  which  is  nil 
that  is  generally  necessary.  Then  introduce  a  hollow  gutn- 
ehistic  uterine  pews^ary  of  about  that  size,  and  retain  it  in 
pOf^ition  by  a  Btem  secured  outside  the  vulva  for  about  u 
week,  ID  which  time  it  has  done  its  work  and  is  ready  to 
be  removed.  During  this  time  the  patient  should  be  kept 
perfectly  quiet  and  usually  upon  her  hack.  Dr.  Billl 
claims  that  the  operation  saves  a  great  deal  of  time,  causes 
much  less  constitutional  disturbance  than  the  use  of  tentis, 
and  is  not  only  safer  than  the  metrotome,  but  is  free  froiii 
some  serious  objections  to  the  use  of  the  latter,  there  being 
no  resulting  cicatrix  to  interfere  with  the  dilatation  of  the 

f^a^t8,  and  the  condition  of  the  patient  after  an  unsucceea- 
ul  operation  being  no  worse  than  before.  He  says  that  it 
relieves  the  constriction  entirely,  by  breaking  up  all  the 
adhesions,  which  are  often  firm  and  unyielding  ;  that,  acting 
as  a  derivative,  it  cures  the  liyperaemia  of  the  cervix  ;  and 
that^  further,  it  establishes  a  radical  change  in  the  nutri- 
tion of  the  whole  organ. 

He  details  nine  cases  of  stricture  of  the  os  and  cervix, 
complicated  with  vaginismus,  chronic  endo-cervicitia,  ver- 
sion, sterility,  dysmenorrhoea,  etc.,  in  all  of  wliich  very 
freat  relief  or  permanent  restoration  to  health  was  eflfected 
v  rapid  and  forcible  dilatation.  In  a  foot-note,  the  editor 
of  the  Ifeiv  York  Mediad  Journal  quotes  Dr.  Ellinger,  of 
Stuttgart,  as  recommending  the  operation — 1,  in  stricture 
of  the  cervical  canal;  2,  stenosis  due  to  flections;  3,  me- 
trorrhagia in  a  flabby,  swollen  uterus,  but  without  new 
growths;  4,  retained  catarrhal  secretions;  5,  for  explora- 
ation  of  the  uterine  cavity;  6,  replacement  of  a  nexed 
uterus;  7,  sterility.  Dr,  Eilinger  declares  that  he  has 
never  had  reason  to  regret  rapid  dilatation,  and  urges  it, 
where  dilatation  is  justifiable  at  all,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  methods, — New  York  MedicalJoumal.October,  1873. 


Dr.  J.  B.  Mattison,  of  Chester,  New  Jersey,  in  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  lieporteTj  writes  that  salicine  has 
proven  in  obstinate  diarrhoea  a  valuable  remedial  agent  in 
his  hand.  He  administers  it  in  either  pill  or  powder,  but 
prefers  the  latter  for  children,  in  the  dose  of  half  grain 
every  four  hours,  when  under  two  years  old.  For  adults 
he  advises  the  following  formula:  ^,  Salicine,  jj.;  make 
into  twentf-four  pills;  two  pills  every  twenty-four  hours. 


^^ 
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Granulations  of  Ten  Years'  Standing,  Complicated  with 
Violent  Blepharospasm,  cured  by  Canthotomy, 


BT  N.  J.  HARTINACHB,  M,  B.,  SAK  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA. 


On  the  14th  of  August,  1873,  a  gentlemaD  nineteen  years 
of  age  came  to  consult  me  about  his  eyes.  He  first  told  me 
that  he  had  been  sick  for  ten  years,  and  that  during  this 
period  of  time  he  had  vainly  sought  u  cure,  or  even 
relief,  from  numerous  physicians*  With  n  firm  hope  of 
Itecominjj;  well,  he  Rwallowed  diily,  for  ^ix  months^  the 
Li-po-taic  beverages,  but  he  wha  not  cured.  He  then  went 
to  see  an  oculist  of  high  reputation,  who,  after  a  glance  at 
the  case,  said  he  would  cure  it  in  six  weeks.  True  to  say, 
the  aforesaid  oculist  was  skilled  enough  to  keep  his  patient 
for  six  months  without  procurinec  him  the  slighest  amelior- 
aiion.  The  oculist  then  ordered  him  to  take  a  trip  to  the 
mountains  and  breathe  oxypren — the  pabulum  vitte.  The 
patient  went  to  the  country,  but  the  cure  did  not  come, 
and  he  concluded  to  try  some  other  physician. 

When  he  had  finished  the  narration  of  his  suflFenn^s,  he 
lEisked  my  opinion.  His  eyes  were  in  the  following  condi- 
tion: The  tears  were  flowing  freely »  and  when  T  say  this, 
I  must  insist  a  little  on  this  phenomenon,  because  I  never 
before  saw  such  an  abundant  lachryraation.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  secretion  of  the  glands  was  constantly  washed 
^^-  off,  the  lashes  were  always  wet  through,  like  a  camel-hair 
^B  brush  dipped  in  water.  The  lids  and  lashes  had  a  nat- 
■  iiral  position,  but  the  eyes  wore  almost  entirely  closed;  on 

I  being  asked  to  open  them  the  patient  positively  said  that 

1  he  could  not  face  any  light,  either  daylight  or  gaslight, 

^^ft  and  that  whenever  he  tried  to  do  it  he  experienced  terrible 
^^  patn«  in  the  eye-balls,  as  if  thousands  of  needles  were 
I  pricked  into  them.    This  I  first  accepted  as  an  exaggerated 

I  accountp  due  to  the  nervousness  of  the  patient,  but  when, 

^^L      having  him  turned  toward  the  window,  I  tried  to  open  his 
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eyes,  I  found  that  the  simple  touch  of  the  finger  caused  an 
energetic  contraction  of  the  orbicularis,  accompanied  with 
a  violent  pain  in  the  eye-ball.  I  had  to  repeat  ray  attempts 
a  number  of  timns  before  I  could  catch  a  glance  of  the 
cornea  and  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  lids. 

With  the  symptoms  previously  described,  I  expected  to 
find  the  cornea  deeply  ulcerated,  but  it  waa  not;  and  a 
pannufl  of  the  upper  part  of  each  cornea  was  the  principal 
lesion  noticeable.  This  pannus  was  inconsiderable  and 
may  be  termed  pannus  tenuis.  Several  of  the  largest 
vessels  reached  the  centre  of  the  cornea  ;  the  epithelium 
was  exulcerated  in  different  places,  the  cornea  hazy,  but 
there  was  not  anywhere  what  might  be  termed  an  ulcer 
of  the  cornea. 

The  internal  surface  of  the  upper  lida  presented  some 
granulations  scattered  here  and  there;  they  were  so  few  in 
number  that  at  different  times  I  never  could  couut  more 
than  ten  to  fifteen  on  each  side.  They  were  small,  the 
largest  of  them  not  exceeding  the  size  of  a  small  pin*8 
head;  they  were  very  superficial,  I  would  say,  under  the 
epithelium;  there  were  no  granulations  on  the  lower  lids 
and  the  inferior  part  of  the  cornea  was  sound.  One  par- 
ticularity which  deserves  special  notice  is  this;  The  upper 
lids  were  but  very  slightly  hypertrophied,  and  when  it  is 
remembered  that  the  disease  was  of  ten  years'  standing,  it 
will  undoubtedly  look  surprising,  but  it  is  in  perfect  con* 
cordance  with  the  slight  granular  condition  of  the  con- 
junctiva previously  described. 

When  I  had  finished  my  examination,  I  was  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  source  of  all  the  trouble  was  in  the  spas- 
modic contraction  of  the  orbicularis,  and  that  the  granula- 
tions and  pannus  of  the  cornea  would  disappear  very 
rapidly  as  soon  as  the  contractions  were  stopped.  The 
best  reason  I  had  in  favor  of  what  I  thought  was,  that  the 
material  lesions  of  the  conjunctiva  or  cornea  were  really 
trifling  as  compared  with  the  photophialachrymation  and 
the  dreadful  pains  in  the  eye*balls.  The  patient  in- 
formed me  that  the  last  treatment  he   had  experienced, 
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which  consisted  in  almost  daily  applications  of  strong  solu* 
tions  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  sometimes  of  caustic  itself, 
had  very  much  increased  his  sufferings. 

During  ten  years  the  treatment  was  directed  against  the 
granulations,  only  the  spasmodic  contractions  were  over- 
looked as  a  complication  which  would  cease  by  itself  when 
the  ^granulations  were  cured. 

As  an  answer  to  what  my  opinion  was,  I  said  :  *'Tln8  is 
a  cnrable  case  and  I  hope  that  the  treatment  will  not  ex- 
ceed one  month  or  six  weeks.*'  The  patient's  father  could 
not  help  expressing  his  doubti  because  ho  had  been 
promised  and  deceived  for  so  many  years;  thuugh  after  ex- 
plaining how  and  w*hy  the  treatment  would  be  different 
from  what  it  was  before,  he  consented  to  the  operation  I 
intended  to  perform. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  the  patient  being  placed  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform,  I  made  at  the  external  canthus 
of  the  eye  an  incision  of  a  little  more  than  three  lines  in 
length,  and  comprising  the  whole  thickness  of  the  external 
Commissure,  the  skin,  the  orbicularie  muscle  and  the  con* 
jnnctiva.  I  then  placed  three  ButureK,  one  at  the  extrem- 
ity and  one  on  the  middle  of  each  edge  of  the  incision,  to 
unite  the  skin  and  the  mucous  membrane.  Six  hours 
after  the  operation,  I  saw  the  patient,  who  was  highly 
pleased  with  the  immediate  result  j  he  could  move  his 
eyes  without  feeling  any  pain,  and  the  lachrymation  had 
ceased. 
^^^  August  16th — The  patient  can  bear  some  light, 
^^M  August  17th — On  the  morning  I  took  the  sutures  out, 
^^P     and  the  window-blind  being  open,  the  patient  was  invited 

■  to  look  at  it.  The  thought  of  the  liglit  was  dreadful  to 
I  him,  and  placing  his  hands  over  his  eyes,  he  at  first  looked 

■  between  his  fingers  and  finally  removed  the  hand  and  faced 
I  the  window.  The  surprise  of  the  patient  is  not  to  be  de- 
I  scribed,  but  will  be  understood  when  it  is  remembered 
I  that  for  ten  years  he  had  not  been  able  to  take  a  good  look 
I  at  anything  ;  and  if  I  add  that  he  considered  the  result  as 
^^m     a  miracle,  one  will  have  an  idea  of  his  satisfaction. 
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August  18th — At  my  morning's  visit  I  did  not  find  the 
patient,  who  told  me  in  the  afternoon  that  he  had  been  all 
around  the  city  looking  at  everything,  and  the  light  did 
not  hurt  him  at  all,  though  he  did  not  wear  any  spectacles. 

August  20th — The  lashes  are  now  perfectly  dry  and  the 
patient  goes  out  every  day  without  any  discomfort. 

August  25th — Commenced  to  treat  the  granulations  two 
or  three  times  a  week. 

September  8th — The  patient  is  improving  rapidly  and 
expresses  his  satisfaction  to  everybody;  the  pannus  of  the 
cornea  is  visibly  diminishing. 

September  15th — One  large  vessel  in  the  right  eye, 
which  reaches  the  centre  of  the  cornea,  is  touched  on  the 
conjunctiva,  at  two  millimeters  from  the  edge  of  the  cornea, 
with  actual  cautery. 

September  20th — The  vessel  is  now  like  a  thin  thread, 
and  at  the  end  of  September  the  patient  is  entirely  cured. 
The  sight  is  now  gaining  every  day  and  will  continue  to 
improve  for  some  time. 

This  observation  shows,  in  the  most  striking  manner, 
how  important  it  is  in  practice  to  seize  the  right  indica- 
tion; for  no  sooner  is  it  fulfilled,  than  an  improvement,  and 
subsequently  a  cure,  is  accomplished.  I  wonder  how  it 
escaped  the  attention  of  all  the  physicians  who  were  con- 
sulted. 

The  incision  by  which  the  external  commissure  was 
divided  had  not  a  horizontal  direction,  but  was  slightly 
curved,  so  as  to  prolon^a;  the  curvature  of  the  edge  of  the 
inferior  lid;  a  very  important  point  in  this  little  operation 
being  to  preserve  the  natural  declivity  of  the  oculo-palpe- 
bral  canal,  by  which  the  stream  of  tears  is  conducted  to 
the  lachrymal  points.  If  the  incision  is  made  horizon- 
tally, as  it  is  recommended,  the  tears  fall  out  directly  on 
the  skin;  the  blepharospasm  is  cured,  but  at  the  expense 
of  a  serious  deformity,  which  it  is  so  easy  to  avoid  by 
means  of  a  curved  incision. 

It  will  naturally  be  asked,  I  suppose,  what  was  the 
apparent  result  of  an  incision  more  than  three  lines  long, 
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at  a  cosmetic  point  of  view?  Immediately  after  the  opera- 
tion the  palpebral  opening  was  much  enlarged,  but  in  the 
course  of  three  weeks,  the  cicatricial  retraction  had  re- 
duced it  visibly,  and  when  the  patient  left  me,  the  palpebral 
opening  was  of  the  ordinary  size. 

One  word  more.  This  operation  is  designated  by  authors: 
Operation  of  Blepharophimosis;  Section  of  the  External 
Commissure;  Canthoplasty.  I  propose  to  call  it  Canthot- 
omy,  as  this  expression  gives  a  better  idea  of  the 
operation. 


On  Contagious  Ophthalmia. 


This  subject  is  discussed  by  Mr.  B.  Carter  in  the  last 
volume  of  the  St.  Ghorge'ft  Hospital  Reports.  He  shows 
that  there  are  three  forms  of  the  disease :  first,  that  in 
which  it  commences  as  blepharitis  or  inflammation  in  the 
ciliary  follicles;  secondly,  where  it  begins  as  simple  catar- 
rahal  or  purulent  conjunctivitis  ;  and  thirdly,  a  variety  in 
which  the  disease  commences  with  the  formation  of  **folli- 
cular  granulations."  All  these  varieties  are  developed  and 
fostered  by  bad  hygienic  conditions  surrounding  the  pa- 
tients, and  are,  if  neglected,  capable  of  being  conveyed,  by 
contact  or  through  the  medium  of  the  atmosphere,  from 
one  person  to  another;  and,  if  untreated,  may  lead  to  dis- 
tortion of  the  eyelids  and  severe  damage  or  even  actual 
destruction  of  the  eyeball.  Mr.  Carter  specially  warns 
against  the  evil  effects  of  regarding  cases  as  cured  when 
only  improved,  as  the  disease  will  almost  certainly  be  re- 
kindled by  any  disturbing  action.  The  point  of  Mr. 
Carter's  remarks  may  be  said  to  be  the  stress  which  he 
lays  on  the  absolute  necessity  of  establishing  medical  as 
well  as  lay  inspection  of  schools  and  large  public  institu- 
tions, without  which  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  a  cessation  of 
this  hygienic  scandal. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Spots  on  the  Cornea. — A  number  of  cases  of  this  dis- 
figurement were  treated  by  I^rofessor  Anciaux,  of  Liege, 
"with  wonderful  success."  His  application  is  a  weak  solu- 
tion of  sulphate  of  cadmium  in  equal  parts  of  mucilage  of 
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acacia  and  Sydenham's  laudanum.  With  this  the  spot  is 
painted  two  or  three  times  a  day.  After  the  application 
the  patient  should  close  the  eye  for  a  few  minutes,  that  the 
solution  be  not  washed  away  by  the  tears. —ifeduxr?  wivi 
Surgical  Reporter. 


Editorial 

The  New  Year  and  "The  Lancet.' 


The  year  1873  is  now  no  more,  and  we  have  entered 
upon  a  new  year  with  all  the  responsibilities  and  duties 
which  a  twelve-month  future  entails.  The  Western  Lan- 
cet, which  has  just  completed  the  second  year  of  its  exist- 
ence, * 'still  lives,"  and  though  yet  young,  is  healthy,  vigor- 
ous and  growing,  if  not  in  size,  in  strength,  favor  and  influ- 
ence. It  feels,  in  bidding  adieu  to  the  old  year,  that  it 
should  express  its  gratitude  to  its  numerous  friends  for  the 
hearty  support  they  have  given  in  the  past,  and  ask  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  favor,  without  which  no  journal  can  live. 
We  are  conscious  that  we  have  fallen  far  short  of  perfec- 
tion, and  that  we  have,  and  may  yet,  make  many  errors, 
but  they  have  been  errors  of  judgment  and  not  of  design  ; 
and  if  we  have  at  times  offended,  we  hope  that  that  charity 
which  is  the  character  of  a  Christian  people  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  us,  and  that  no  feeling  of  rancor  shall  be  nour- 
ished towards  us  even  by  those  whem  we  may  have 
wounded.  Journalism  is  no  royal  road  to  favor,  but  fraught 
with  trials,  perplexities,  annoyances  and  responsibilities;  to 
be  a  faithful  chronicler  and  frank  commentator  is  to  become 
despised  by  such  as  fall  under  the  lash  of  the  journal ;  and 
yet  one  of  the  great  duties  of  journalism  is  to  call  attention 
to  evil,  where  and  when  recognized,  that  correction  of 
error  or  design  shall  be  effected,  in  the  one  case,  through 
the  exercise  of  conscience,  in  the  other,  through  the  weight 
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and  inflaence  of  public  opinion.  If,  then,  we  have  in  any- 
wise discharged  this  duty,  although  we  may  have  reluc- 
tantly stung  occasionally,  we  feel  that  we  have  done  some- 
thing towards  that  reform  in  our  profession  which  has  long 
been  needed. 

Entering  as  we  now  do  upon  our  third  volume,  we  shall, 
as  in  the  past  year,  be  guided  in  our  editorial  department 
by  conscience  and  duty,  **favoring  none,"  * 'sparing  none," 
but  be  at  all  times  candid  and  open.  Our  original  papers, 
under  their  several  heads,  will  be  of  a  superior  order, 
and  selections  for  reprint  shall  be  of  such  character  as  to 
commend  the  Lancet  to  the  reading  element  of  the  profes- 
sion upon  this  and  the  Atlantic  coast.  Perhaps  no  journal 
extant  has  a  larger  list  of  exchanges,  which  furnishes  a 
guarantee  of  our  promise. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  translation  of 
such  articles  in  the  various  French  and  German  journals  as 
may  be  intrinsically  valuable,  so  that,  encouraged  as  we 
have  been  during  1873,  we  feel  that,  with  the  assurances 
which  we  now  give,  that  our  effort  to  establish  a  proper 
journal  upon  this  coast  will  be  seconded  by  the  profession, 
and  that  we  shall  be  enabled  at  the  end  of  1874  to  say  that 
perfect  success  is  ours.  And  now,  in  conclusion,  whilst 
we  bid  good-bye  to  the  old  year,  we  wish  to  all  our  patrons 
and  the  profession  at  large  a  "Happy  New  Year." 


A  Meritorious  ajid  G-rowing  Institution, 


Whilst  it  is  the  province  and  duty  of  journalists  to  criti- 
cise public  institutions,  and  whilst  these  too  frequently  are 
vulnerable,  it  occurs  once  in  a  great  while  that  justice  and 
humanity  demand  that  a  word  shall  be  said  in  support  of 
a  charity,  when  it  is  conducted  with  an  eye  single  to  the 
objects  for  which  it  has  been  organized  and  without  refer- 
ence to  direct  personal  aggrandizement  of  its  leading  spirits. 
Of  this  character   we  verily  believe  is   the  ^'California 
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State  Woman's  Hospital/'  established  in  1867,  through  the 
unaided  efforts  of  Dr,  John  Scott,  for  the  treatment  of 
diseases  peculiar  to  women. 

In  1868  the  inatitution  was  handed  over,  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  to  a  Board  of  TrUBtees,  when  its  organization 
was  completed  by  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Consult- 
ing Physicians  and  Surgeons.  Id  1869,  application  was 
made  for  assistance  to  the  State  Legislature,  from  whom 
$2,500  was  received,  and,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe, 
judiciously  expended.  In  1871,  the  Legislature  being 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  Hospital,  increased  its  aid 
to  $3,750,  which  is  about  $300  per  month  ;  which,  with 
what  has  been  derived  from  such  patients  as  have  been 
enabled  to  pay  their  own  expenses,  has  been  the  only  sup- 
port the  institution  has  received,  and  yet,  at  no  time,  we 
are  informed,  has  a  bed  remained  more  than  a  few  days  un- 
occupied ;  indeed,  many  patients  have  been  refused  from 
want  of  accommodation.  The  number  of  beds  has  been 
eighteen,  but  the  demand  has  been  so  great  that  the  manag* 
ere  have  arranged  for  and  are  now  having  an  addition 
bnilt,  which  will  furnish  some  fourteen  more  beds,  besides 
other  rooms  and  greater  conveniences  for  the  executive 
conduct  of  the  Hospital. 

This  institution,  unlike  any  other  on  this  coast,  is 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  women, 
or  rather  diseases  that  are  peculiar  to  women,  such  as 
uterine,  and  ovarian.  As  is  well  known,  these  diseases  are 
generally  chronic,  and  always  tedions,  in  many  cases 
involving  months  of  careful  treatment.  We  presume, 
therefore,  that  the  register  of  the  Woman's  Hospital  will 
not  show  so  great  a  list  of  patients  as  other,  but  general 
hospitals;  yet,  when  the  nature  of  the  diseases  treated  is 
considered,  in  addition  to  the  fact  stated  that  in  the  brief 
period  of  five  years,  this  institution  has  been  organized, 
incorporated,  and  grown  to  the  capacity  of  thirty^two 
beds,  with  every  prospect  that  two  years  more  may  make  a 
farther  demand  for  room,  we  unhesitatingly  say  that  its 
success  is  unprecedented  within  the  range  of  our  knowl* 
edge.     The  '*  Samaritan  *'  Hospital,  of  London,  a  similar 
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iDstitutioti,  in  which  the  name  class  of  cases  are  treated, 
has  now,  after  a  well-spent  life  of  raany  years,  but  thirty 
beds,  and  yet  it  has  the  names  of  Spencer  Wells,  Routh, 
and  others  equally  distinguished  among  its,  corps  of  sur- 
geons. We  do  not  ascribe  the  success  of  the  State  Woman^s 
Hospital  wholly  to  the  name  of  its  Visiting  Burgeon  or  its 
Board  of  Coosultants  ;  but  rather  to  the  need  which  exists 
for  such  an  institution  in  our  midst  and  the  superiority  of 
its  management. 

Another  feature  of  this  charity,  which  is  very  noticeable^ 
is  the  scrupulous  cle6,nlines8  observed  and  the  spacious- 
ness of  its  several  wards  ;  some  750  cubic  feet  of  space 
being  allotted  to  each  (whether  pay  or  charity)  patient. 

The  location  of  the  Hospital  is  not  all  we  would  wish, 
and  this  fact  is  appreciated  as  well  by  the  surgeon  in 
charge,  and  management,  as  by  ourselves ;  yet  it  is  in  a 
part  of  the  city  which  is  not  thickly  built  up,  and  conse- 
quently, for  the  present,  at  least,  enjoys  the  advantage  of 
pure  air* 

The  time  is  not  far  distant,  j^e  opine,  when  the  State 
will  find  it  proper  to  view  the  State  Woman's  Hospital  as 
one  of  its  most  important  charities,  and  be  relatively  as 
munificent  towards  it  as  it  is  towards  the  several  other 
charities  which  are  under  its  fostering  care. 


Army  and  Navy. 


A  petition  has  recently  been  drawn  by  some  of  the 
leading  lights  of  what  purports  to  be  the  San  Franciaco 
County  Medical  Society,  and  circulated  for  the  signatures 
ol  its  members,  it  appearing  that  but  few  representatives 
of  that  august  body  were  present  at  the  time  of  its  prepa- 
ration. The  petition  being  presented  to  us,  we  attached 
our  tiame  to  it  on  the  presumption  that  those  who  had 
drawn  it  or  hoped  to  be  affected  by  it,  knew  what 
they  were  engaged  in;  but  we  took  the  precaution  to  make 
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a  synopsis  of  the  paper,  that  we  might  at  leisure  examine 
it  and  arrive  at  some  more  mature  idea  of  itp  object,  etc. 

0»i  reflection,  it  seems  to  us  that  although  the  petition 
is  drawn  in  what  appears  to  be  a  spirit  of  general  interest, 
it  is  specially  in  the  interests  of  a  few  individuals  located 
on  this  coast,  and  that,  in  either  case,  it  will  be  as  power- 
less,  coming  from  a  small  society  composed  of  regular  and 
irregular  practitioners,  united  and  controlled  in  the  interests 
ot  these  few  leading  lights  alluded  to,  as  would  a  yawl* 
boat  in  the  open  sea  be  enabled  to  buffet  with  the  waves 
and  tempests  and  reach  a  safe  harbor. 

The  paper  reads  as  follows — after  being  addressed  in 
what  may  be  considered  due  form  to  the  Senate  and  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States,  in  a  lengthy  preamble  : 

Resdvedy  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  the  rank 
of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Army  should  be  fully  equal 
to  that  of  any  other  staff  corps  or  of  the  Medical  Corps 
of  the  Navy.  Under  existing  laws  this  is  not  the  case, 
and  we  respectfully  urge  upon  our  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  to  support  any  law  which  confers 
additional  rank  upon  the  medical  oflScers  of  the  Army. 

Resdvedy  That  we  consider  the  law  which  prohibits 
appointment  and  promotion  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the 
Army  as  unwise  and  unjust,  and  in  conflict  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  Government,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

We  submit,  1st,  That  if  any  result  whatever  could  with 
reason  be  expected  from  such  a  petition  or  set  of  resolu- 
tions, it  or  they  should  have  emanated  from  some  national 
body,  such  as  the  * 'American  Medical  Association,"  and  not 
from  a  local  society  composed  of  a  handful  of  men,  with- 
out name,  reputation  or  influence  beyond  the  precincts  of 
San  Francisco ;  2d,  We  venture  to  state  that  not  more 
than  five  or  six  members  of  the  entire  Society  know  any- 
thing whatever  about  the  organization  and  rank  of  the 
Medical  Corps  of  either  the  Army  or  Navy,  and  there- 
fore ar^  not  entitled  to  any  ** opinion;"  3d,  No  specific 
suggestion  or  demand  is  made  in  the  petition,  only  that 
**  we  respectfully  urge  upon  our  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  to  support  any  law  which  confers 
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additional  rank  upon  the  medical  oflScers  of  the  Army," 
the  desire  seeming  to  be  only  to  acquire  additional  rank, 
without  caring  what  the  additional  rank  shall  amount  to. 
Indeed^  the  whole  resolution,  in  its  construction,  seems 
confused,  as  it  requests  ^^the  support  of  any  law,"  which 
implies  that  some  such  law  now  exists  and  only  needs  the 
support  of  its  makers  ;  when  the  facts  are,  we  presume, 
that  they  desire  to  have  some  law  passed,  whereby  their 
ends  may  be  secured. 

The  second  resolution  seems  to  have  for  its  object  the 
denunciation  of  the  existing  law,  which,  to  use  its 
language,  "  is  unwise,  unjust,  and  in  conflict  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  Government." 

What  will  Senators  and  Representatives  (should  they 
take  the  trouble  to  read  or  have  read  this  petition)  think 
of  this  resolution?  What  will  likely  be  their  opinion  of 
a  society  in  this  far-oflf  quarter  of  the  country  that  pre- 
sumes to  tell  them  that  they  are  untvise  and  unjust?  What 
data,  indeed,  have  the  Society  for  making  this  assertion  ? 
The  rank  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  to-day  is  higher  than  that  of  England,  France, 
Germany  or  Russia;  and  in  the  recent  civil  war  it  has 
never  transpired  that  the  country  or  Government  suffered 
in  consequence  of  the  non-existence  of  that  rank  which  is 
now  being  asked  for  by  a  few  ambitious  assistant  surgeons, 
who  are  never  satisfied,  but  yet  who  may  have  enjoyed 
peculiarprivileges,  such  as  being  stationed  in  large  cities, 
acquiring  private  practice,  receiving  official  and  municipal 
appointments,  and  even,  in  a  few  short  months,  being 
enabled  to  use  a  prefix  or  affix  to  their  names  in  addition 
is  the  simple  M.  D.;  and  who,  consequently,  have  grown  so 
rapidly  as  to  exceed  in  their  corporeal  measurements  the 
capacity  of  their  uniforms.  • 

Why  the  Society  considers  this  **law  which  prohibits 
appointments"  "unwise,"  we  fail  to  discern.  Surely  the 
experience  acquired  during  the  late  war  should  be  enough 
to  teach  every  observer  that  even  with  the  rigid  discipline 
of  the  service,  requiring  a  thorough   examination,    there 


40  Editorial. 

were  many  who  crept  into  the  Medical  Corps  who  werjB 
undeserving  and  illy  fitted  to  assume  the  duties  which  nec- 
essarily are  assigned  medical  officers.  Would  the  Society 
now,  with  these  observations  before  them,  ask  that  the 
door  be  thrown  wide  open,  that  a  man  having  the  greatest 
political  influence  shall  take  precedence  of  one  who  has  been 
thoroughly  educated?  These  are  questions  we  cannot 
answer  ;  but  for  ourselves,  we  say  that  we  had  no  such  idea 
when  we  signed  the  paper,  and  if  such  was  the  intention  of 
its  authors,  we  beg  leave  herewith  to  withdraw  our  endorse- 
ment  of  the  same. 

In  conclusion :  we  are  distinctly  of  the  opinion  that  as 
the  Army  and  Navy  are  both  represented  (annually)  in  the 
convocations  of  the  "American  Medical  Association,"  that 
this  is  the  proper  body  to  move  in  the  direction  that  the 
petition  referred  to  purports  to  be  aimed. 


Stupidity  in   High   Places— Board  of  Education  and 
Scarlet  Fever. 


On  Saturday  night  last,  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation was  called,  lo  take  into  consideration  the  propriety 
of  extending  the  present  vacation  of  the  public  schools. 
A  resolution  was  introduced,  based  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  Dr.  Logan,  Secretary  of  the  ** State  Board  of 
Health,"  and  asking  that  the  vacation  be  extended  for  two 
weeks;  but  the  astuteness  of  the  learned  Superintendent  in 
health  matters,  supported  by  the  experienced  Mr.  Bragg  and 
sustained  by  the  sagacious  Mr.  Davis,  squelched  the  reso- 
lution. Where  these  guardians  of  the  rising  generation 
acquired  their  knowledge  of  the  influence  of  herding 
children  together  during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  of 
scarlatina,  we  know  not;  but  we  are  frank  to  say  that  it  is 
rather  remarkable  that  gentlemen  to  whom  the  direction 
of  our  schools  are  confided,  and  for  this  reason,  if  for  no 
other,  are  presumed  to  be  intelligent,  should  disregard  the 
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recommendatioas  of  such  as  have,  for  a  life-time,  made  dis- 
earte  and  the  laws  of  health  their  study. 

One  of  these,  Mr.  Bragg,  doubtless  with  a  desire  to 
exhibit  his  knowledge  of  auch  matters,  made  an  annornice. 
menc  which  even  to  us  is  startling,  that  "eighty  or  ninety 
per  cent,  of  the  children  had  had  the  disease;"  the  source 
of  his  information  is  questionable,  and  we  are  inclined  to 
think  that  the  announcement  was  the  result  of  a  late  sup- 
per or  an  insatiable  desire  to  distinguish  himself.  Super- 
intendent Denman  has  also  enlightened  the  community 
and  profession  by  the  ast<iunding  relation  of  his  experience^ 
viz.:  that  "during  the  twenty-three  years  he  had  been 
connected  with  the  Department,  the  schools  had  never  been 
closed  for  any  epidemic  of  emall-pox/*  as  though  there 
was  any  similarity  between  the  diseases.  The  most  re- 
markable feature  of  this  whole  matter  is  that  the  Superin- 
tendent should,  in  the  brief  period  of  thirty -six  hours,  have 
a  very  different  experience,  as  it  is  well  known  that  he 
closed  the  Boifs  High  School  for  one  week,  in  consequence  of 
a  single  case  of  sijiall'pox  occurring  in  the  neighborhood — 
and  yet  he  could  see  no  propriety  in  protracting  the  vaca- 
tion during  the  prevalence  of  scarlatina,  when  it  is  known 
to  us,  that  in  more  than  one  instance,  teachers,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  pupils,  have  left  infected  houses  and  repaired  to  their 
iKjhooUrooms,  with  what  effect  we  presume  we  must  refer 
to  the  savans  of  the  "Board  of  Education,"  who  exhibit  so 
much  learning  in  such  matters,  even  though  they  be  de- 
ficient in  others.  Does  he  not  know,  as  Dr*  Bradbury 
stated,  that  it  is  generally  conceded  that  we  have  a  protec- 
tion, through  vaccination,  from  this  disease  ;  and  does  he 
not  also  know  that  scarlatina  is  essentially  a  disease  of 
childhood,  whilst  small-pox  has  no  such  preference. 

Mr.  Bragg,  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Clement  we  can  in  a 
measure  excuse  for  neither  of  them  have  ever  been  dis* 
tinguiBhed  for  any  qualification  fitting  them  for  the  posi- 
tion which  they  occupy ;  but  with  Mr.  Denman  we  are 
astonished,  that  a  man  of  his  experience  and  observation 
should  deliver  himself  as  upon  the  occasion  referred  to. 
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Bo  far  as  the  snapension  of  Rule  119  of  tlio  Code  of 
School  Laws  may  ^o,  we  think  they  have  by  their  action 
exhibited  yet  more  stupidity,  and  the  practical  operation 
of  their  act  will  make  itself  manifest  in  a  very  few  weeks. 
A*  sends  his  child  to  school;  B.  keeps  his  at  home,  A'a  child 
progressed  and  is  at  the  conclusion  of  the  term  prepared 
to  be  advanced,  B's  child  being  detained  at  home  for  a 
month  fails  to  advance  with  the  rest  of  the  class,  and  hence 
a  great  injustice  is  done  him — or  he  must  have  his  brain 
taxed  25  per  cent,  more  in  order  to  catch  up  with  his 
class. 

Is  this  proper  or  just — is  it  just  either  to  the  child  or  the 
teacher,  who  in  his  or  her  ambition  to  bring  their  class  up 
to  the  required  standard,  performs  one-fourth  more  labor 
than  be  or  she  is  paid  for,  and  more  when  added  to  their 
usual  arduous  labors  than  is  conducive  to  health  ? 

The  truth  is,  that  it  is  high  time  that  men  were  sent  to 
our  Board  of  Education  who  themselves  have  been  educated, 
and  not  so  remotely  as  to  have  forgotten  their  experience 
— and  who  consequently  will  have  some  consideration  for 
both  child  and  teucher — and  at  least  have  common  sense 
enough  to  be  guided  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  health  of 
our  youthi  by  those  who  are  the  natural  guardians  of  public 
hygiene. 


What  Does  It  Mean? 


At  a  recent  meeting,  the  * 'City  Board  of  Health,"  without 
any  assignable  cause,  applied  again  its  guillotine:  this  time 
to  the  neck  of  Dr.  Hoff,  who  has  been  Visiting  Surgeon  to 
the  City  and  County  Hospital  since  the  organization  of  the 
Board,  and  who,  we  have  reason  to  believe^  has  given  entire 
satisfaction. 

Is  it  that  this  is  a  political  movement  and  that  the  pub- 
lic charities  of  San  Francisco  shall  continue  to  osccilate  in 
their  conduct  like  the  pendulum  of  a  clock  between  the 
two  parties,  or  is  it  worse,  viz.:  that  the  Board  of  Healtli, 
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npoBed  largely  of  the  frieodH  of  the  *' Medical  School  of 
many  Aliases,"  have  determined  to  prostitute  itself  by 
ignoring  everything  else  and  devoting  itself  to  the  inter- 
ests of  said  school?  If  so,  why  not  announce  the  fact  at 
ance,  that  all  may  have  fair  play. 

We  cannot  believe  that  the  Mayor  would  lend  himself  to 
any  such  action  if  understood  by  him,  and,  indeed,  it  may 
not  be  that  such  is  the  disposition  of  tlie  majority  of  the 
Board;  yet  it  certainly  looks  as  though  there  was  some 
underground  work  going  on,  of  which  this  last  movement 
is  likely  the  initial  step* 

We  would  simply  suggest  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board 
that  it  may  be  as  well  to  step  cautiously;  sometime  or 
other  a  period  of  retribution  will  arrive,  **  It  is  a  long 
hne  that  has  no  turn  I" 


Culpable  Carelessness  in  Dispensing  Drugs, 


The  Coroner's  jury  impaneled  to  inquire  into  the  cause 
t«f  death  of  the  child  Jacob  Borren,  whicli  occurred  on  Sun- 
day, the  4th  inst.,  have  rendered  the  following  verdict: 
•*That  H.  R»  Harris,  an  employ^  in  the  drug  store  of  J, 
W.  Angell,  on  the  corner  of  Folsom  aod  First  streets,  dis- 
pensed the  poison  to  a  girl  of  15  years  of  age,  and  sister  of 
deceased;  and  that  both  Harris  and  Angell  are  guilty  of 
culpable  negligence  in  not  acquainting  the  purchaser  with 
Ihe  nature  of  the  poison." 

When  the  Legislature  passed  the  Act  **regulating  the  sale 
ad  dispensing  of  drugs  and  medicines,"  we  had  supposed 
!!iat  it  contemplated  in  those  provisions  which  aathorized 
the  Phamaceutical  Society  to  grant  upon  examination  to  can- 
didateSf  licenses  to  engage  in  the  drug  businesSi  etc.,  that 
all  druggists  then  engaged  in  the  business  should  be  sub- 
jeclcd  to  tins  examination;  this  seems  not  to  be  the 
case;  they  simply  applied  to  such  as  **may  hereafter  engage 
in  the  dispensing  of  medicines/^    We  arOi  however^  quite 
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positive  that  the  Act  referred  to  does  prohibit  the  dispens- 
ing of  poisons  \^ithont  the  prescription  of  a  phytisician,  and 
that  even  landatium  cannot  be  sold  in  larger  quantities  than 
one  ounce  without  such  authority*  Why  then,  this  clerk 
should,  in  the  recklesg  manner  described  by  himself,  dis- 
pense 20  grains  of  opium  iu  one  powder,  we  cannot  under- 
stand, and  if  the  law^  at  present  fails  to  cover  such  careless- 
nesSy  it  should  at  rmce  be  so  modified  as  to  accomplish  the 
end.  It  is  no  excuse  to  say  that  an  ''opening  powder"  was 
called  for,  and  because  of  the  similarity  in  the  sound  of  the 
two,  that  the  clerk  was  justified  in  dispensing  20  grains  of 
**opium  powder/'  for  even  in  this  case,  20  grains  of  opium 
is  more  than  can  be  used  with  safety;  and  the  drug- 
gist should  have  refused  to  sell  that  amount  even 
when  ordered  by  a  physician,  as  in  that  case  it  might  be  an 
error  of  the  physiciau  in  aflBxing  an  0  to  the  2. 

Viewed  from  any  standpoint  we  may,  it  is  a  sad  occur- 
rence, and  whilst  we  feel  some  sympathy  for  the  unfortu- 
nate man  who  finds  himself  charged  with  felony,  yet  it  is 
necessary  and  proper  an  example  should  be  made,  that 
those  occupying  the  responsible  position  of  dispetisers  of 
medicine  shall  be  admonished  to  exercise  greater  care  than 
was  done  in  this  case. 


Efficacy  of  Ice  tn  Gastralgia.— Dr,  Joulin  proposes 
a  new  method  of  treating  gastralgia  as  follows  :  1,  A 
cataplasm  of  ice  morning  and  evening,  ten  minutes  each 
time,  over  the  epigastrium*  2.  A  sinapism  immediately 
after  removal  of  the  ice  and  upon  the  same  surface  ;  the 
sinapism  to  be  kept  on  as  long  as  possible.  3.  Crushed 
ice  in  tablespoonful  doses  morning  and  evening,  every  al- 
ternate five  minutes,  for  an  hour.  The  crushed  ice  may  be 
substituted  by  a  water  ice  flavored  to  taste.  4.  Mustard 
baths  three  times  a  week* 

The  author  claims  remarkable  results  by  treatment  in 
this  way. — France  Medicale,  June  7, 1873 — Southej^n  Medi- 
cal Becord^ 


^^du 
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Abstract  fimn  the  BeportB  of  Deaths  aad  their  Oanses  in  the  following 
Qities  and  Towns  in  Oalifomia,  dniing  October,  1873. 


GTItZl  AlftH  T0W^S« 


San  Frandsco. 

Sftcramento, ......... 

Feulama .....*.,  .<  i. 

Diron. 

Stock ton>  ».«.««,..*.. 
Marysville  ....  «»»,.. 

Ptftcervllle. ,  * » 

S»ii  Diego  Cottnlj . . . . 

OroTille. .,..., 

Oakland * 

Loa  4iif  elea.. ........ 

Trackee. 

St.  Helena........... 

Napa  City ...... 

WfttaonvlUef. 

Folflom  ............. 

HftOta  Cru3 .  . .  *   .... 

SaiflUB,  Fairg«ld 

Colusa 

Trinity  County 

Santa  Barbara 

Rijdwood  City  . . . 

San  Andreaa 

Auburn ...*. 

Tulare  County. ....... 

Blakiyou  County ., .  * . 
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9.  F.  B'd  of  Health. 
Sac.  B*d  of  HeaUb. 
Dr.  G.  W,  Graves. 
Dr.  A.  H.  Pratt, 
Slock  ton  B'd  Health. 
Dr.  C.  E,  Stone. 
Dr.  E.  A.  Eunkler. 
Dr.  T.C.  Stockton. 
Dp,  J,  M,  Vance. 
Dr.  T.  H.  Piakerloa. 
Dr.  H,  S.  Orme. 
Dr.  Wm.  Cnrlean. 
Dr.  J.  S,  Adams. 
Dr.  M.  B.  Pond. 
Dt.  C.  E.  Cleveland. 
Dr  S.  Lyons. 
Dt*  C,  L.  Anderson. 
Dr.  S.  D.  Campbell. 
Dr.  Luke  Robinson, 
Dr.  J.  C  Montague. 
Dr.  C.  B.  Bates, 
Dr,  Kirkp&trick. 
Dr.  C.  B.  Robertaon. 
Dr.  A.  a  Dubois. 
Dr.  M.  Baker. 
Dr.  T.  T.  Cabanls. 


Bemarks — It  is  with  r^ret  that  we  find  the  advice  given 
*'  for  the  benefit  of  the  public"  last  month,  respecting 
Scarlatina,  was  as  well-timed  as  proper.  We  regret  still 
more  to  have  to  state  that,  notwithstanding  our  precau- 
tionary measures,  the  disease  is  spreading,  not  only  in  the 
metropolis,  but  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  At  the  present 
writing  (December  23d)  we  learn  that  twenty  deaths  were 
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caused  bj^  it  in  San  Francisco  during  the  week  ending  the 
20th  inst.  At  this  rate  of  increase,  the  number  of  deaths 
would  be  double  of  what  are  shown  in  our  present  table 
for  October  and  one-fourth  more  than  for  November,  In 
view  of  the  fact  already  stated,  that  the  only  preventive 
means  that  promise  any  positively  good  results  consist  in 
isolation — the  reparation  of  the  healthy  from  those  affected 
with  the  disease  and  from  those  who  have  intercourse  with 
such  patients — would  it  not  be  as  well  to  extend  the  ap- 
proHchitig  school  vacation  until  such  period  as  the  epidemic 
gives  indications  of  less  virulence  than  it  now  manifests? 
As  it  is  impossible  to  isolate  children  in  the  same  school, 
we  throw  out  this  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of 
parents,  as  well  as  School  Directors  ;  believing  it  to  be 
better  policy  to  lose  a  few  months^  tuition  than  to  incur 
the  hazard  of  contracting  one  of  the  most  dangerous  dis- 
eases^of  childhood — the  sequelaD,  or  after  effects  of  which, 
even  in  non-fatal  cases^  not  infrequently  occnsion  great  and 
protracted  sufferings,  Otir  table  shows  that  some  of  our 
correspondents  have  been  rather  dilatory.  It  is  presum- 
able that,  w^ith  the  exception  of  Oakland,  there  have  been 
no  deaths  in  the  localities  left  blank  :  still  we  wish  to  be 
made  certain  of  the  fact,  if  such  meaning  is  intended  to  be 
conveyed  by  no  report  being  sent  to  this  office, 

Thos.  M,  Logan,  M.  D., 
Permanent  Secretary  State  Board  ol  Uealth* 


How  TO  Remove  Adhesive  Plaster. — Every  surireon, 
doubtless,  is  familiar  with  the  appearance  of  a  part  which 
has  been  enveloped  in  adhesive  plaster,  after  the  straps 
have  been  removed.  The  appearance  is  not  one  in  very 
good  keeping  with  a  cleanly  and  neat  surgical  dressing. 
The  portiuii  of  the  plaster  which  is  left  adhering  to  the 
skin  may  be  quickly  and  completely  removed  by  the  use  of 
oil  of  turpentine  and  sweet  oil.  Use  a  little  more  than 
half  turpentine.  This  compound,  carefully  rubbed  over 
the  parts  with  a  bit  of  cloth  or  sponge,  and  then  washed 
off  with  warm  soap-suds,  will  leave  the  surface  as  clean  aa 
nature  ever  intended. — New  York  Medical  Record — South- 
em  Medical  Eecord. 


Monthly  Report  of  Deaths  Registered  in  San  Francisco  during 

November,  1873. 
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A  System  of  Midwifery,  Including  the  Diseases  of  Preg- 
nancy AND  THE  PuERPiJRAL  State.  Bj  William  Leieh- 
man,  M.  D.,  Regius  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the 
University  of  Glasgow;  Physician  to  the  University 
Lying-in  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  With  one  hundred 
and  eighty-two  illustrations.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C. 
Lea  &  Co.;  San  Francisco:  A.  Roman  &  Co. 

This  work  of  Dr.  Leishman  has  just  been  issued  by  the 
publishers.  To  use  the  language  of  the  preface,  '*the 
author's  object  in  this  work  has  been  to  furnish  to  stu  dents 
and  practitioners  a  complete  system  of  the  midwifery  of  the 
present  day,"  in  which  we  are  pleased  to  say  he  has  been 
eminently  successful.  We  doubt  if  another  book  of  its  kind 
exists  in  whiph  a  more  comprehensive  discussion  or  treat- 
ment of  the  whole  subject  can  be  found. 

We  had  supposed,  and  now  believe,  that  the  great  laws 
of  Practice  in  Midwifery  were  so  fixed  aa  to  render  it 
almost  impossible  for  sufficient  new  matter  of  interest  to 
be  presented  as  to  justify  a  new  work;  yet  this  volume  is 
so  complete,  and  considers  the  various  questions  of  which 
it  treats  so  systematically,  as  to  make  it  a  great  improve- 
ment upon  others  as  a  text-book  for  students,  and  a  book 
of  reference  for  the  practitioner. 

It  has,  however,  one  fault,  which  characterizes  too  many 
of  our  American  publications  and  re- publications,  viz.: 
wretchedly-executed  illustrations.  The  object  of  a  wood- 
cut or  illustration  of  any  kind  is  to  convey  to  the  mind, 
through  the  sense  of  vision,  ideas  that  either  cannot  be 
conveyed  through  the  text,  or  to  assist  the  mind  in  com- 
prehending what  has  been  attempted  through  the  text. 
If,  then,  the  drawing  be  defective,  the  object  is  not 
attained,  and  the  presence  of  the  would-be  illustration 
mars  the  beauty  of  the  book  and  disgusts  its  possessor. 
Far  better  would  it  be  to  omit  wood-cuts  and  like  illustra- 
tions, unless  they  be  of  the  very  best  character. 

With  this  exception,  the  book  of  Dr.  Leishman  is  really 
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an  excellent  and  exhaustive  treatise,  and  ie  deserving  of  a 
place  in  the  library  of  every  student  and  practitioner. 

On  the  Mechantcal  Treatment  of  Disease  op  the  Hip 
Joint*  By  Chas.  Fayette  Taylor,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to 
the  New  Yurk  Orthopcedlc  Dispensary  and  Hospital, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.  New  York :  Wm*  Wood  &  Co. ;  Ban 
Francisco  :  A,  L.  Bancroft  &  Co, 

This  monograph  of  sixty-two  pages  is  a  specimen  of  per- 
fection in  typography,  on  tinted  paper,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  boautifttUy  and  elaborately-illustrated  volumes  we 
have  ever  seen.  As  its  author  says  in  the  preface,  it  "is 
intended  to  be  just  what  its  name  implies — an  Exposition 
of  the  Mechanical  Treatment  of  Disease  of  the  Hip  Joint — 
and  nothing  more."  And  we  are  frank  to  say  that  it  pre- 
sents  the  subject  in  a  clear  and  iotolligent  manner.  The 
innovation  which  the  author  makes  upon  old-established 
principles,  or  rather  the  method  of  carrying  out  those 
principles  in  practice,  unquestionably  deserve  attention 
and  a  careful  trial.  His  reasoning  is  philosophical,  and 
the  facta  in,  and  results  of  cases  presented  are  strong 
evidences  of  the  superiority  of  his  treatment. 

Whilst  we  have  for  some  years  been  a  disciple  of  Sayre 
to  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  we  nevertheless  see  some 
points  in  the  suggestions  of  Dr.  Taylor  which  address 
themselves  to  our  understanding  in  so  clear  and  forcible  a 
manner,  as  to  carry  conviction,  at  least,  to  the  point  of 
determining  us  to  test  them. 

Dr.  Taylor^s  little  book  is  written  in  a  terse  and  pleaaant 
Ityle,  which,    together  with    the   intrinsic    merit  of  its 

Dn tents,  should  commend  it  to  all  who  feel  any  interest 
in  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases. 
No  surgeon  should  be  wnthout  it  upon  his  table  or  the 
ehelves  of  his  library. 

Pbabicacopceia  Gbrmanica:  The  Oebman  Pharmacopceia. 
Translated  by  0.  L.  Lochman.  With  an  Appendix  ex- 
planatory of  the  French  Metrical  System,  and  Tables 
of  Weights  and  Measures,  «tc.  Philadelphia:  David 
Elder  &  Co. 
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This  volume  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  pages, 
including  an  index  of  the  English  names,  an  index  of  the 
Latin  names,  an  index  of  the  German  names  and  an  index 
of  Systematic  names  employed  in  the  various  pharma- 
copoeias, is  one  of  the  greatest  acquisitions  to  the  science 
and  art  of  pharmacy  of  the  present  day. 

The  translation  before  us  of  the  original  work,  which 
has  been  ofiScially  adopted  as  the  sole  authority  through- 
out the  German  Empire,  is  perfect  in  itself,  and  whilst 
the  paper  used  may  not  be  as  good  as  it  should  be  for  a 
work  of  constant  reference,  the  typography  is  excellent. 

In  this  country,  where  so  many  of  our  medical  prac- 
titioners and  so  few  of  our  pharmacists  are  German,  it  is 
remarkable  that  more  mistakes  have,  and  do  not  occur 
through  the  want  of  this  or  some  similar  book;  and  now 
that  the  want  has  been  supplied,  and  so  cheaply,  there  can 
be  no  excuse  for  any  pharmacist  or  druggist,  and,  we  might 
add  practitioner,  being  without  it. 

It  is  greatly  condensed  from  the  text  of  the  original, 
and  yet  furnishes  the  English,  Latin,  German  and  Sys- 
tematic names  of  all  the  Materia  Medica,  together  with 
the  modus  operandi  or  mode  of  making  the  preparations 
used,  and  since  the  German  physicians  are,  in  a  large  de- 
gree, accustomed  to  use  the  German  nomenclature,  the 
possession  of  this  volume  we  should  think  indispensable  to 
every  apothecary.  We  opine  that  it  will  meet  with  a  larger 
sale  on  this  coast  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  United 
States. 

Transactions  op  the  California  State  Dental  Associa- 
tion: At  the  First,  Second,  Thir<l  and  Fourth  Annual 
Sessions,  held  in  San  Francisco  in  1870,  1871, 1872, 
1873. 

Through  the  politeness  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Henry  E.  Knox,  D.  D.  S.,  we  have  received  a  copy  of  the 
* 'Transactions  of  the  California  State  Dental  Association," 
which  is  a  volume  of  some  two  hundred  and  odd  pages, 
printed  upon  tinted  paper,  and  presenting  a  very  accept- 
able appearance. 
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In  glancing  over  the  matter  of  this,  the  first  three  vol- 
umes bound  in  one,  we  discover  a  great  deal  that  is  very 
meritorious,  and  we  are  pleased  with  the  apparent  activity 
of  the  Association,  especially  as  to  the  manifest  disposition 
and  determination  to  elevate  Dentistry  to  its  proper  rank 
among  the  professions,  and  no  longer  allow  it  to  occupy 
(as  it  has  done  in  this  country,  through  want  of  organiza- 
tion,) the  position  of  a  mechanical  art. 

The  more  recent  action  of  the  Association  in  the  direc- 
tion of  establishing  a  Dental  School  is  commendable,  and 
if  the  vigor  which  has  characterized  the  transactions  is 
thrown  into  this  channel,  we  shall  see,  within  a  few 
months,  a  college  reared  in  our  midst  that  will  be  a  source 
of  pride  to  the  State,  honor  to  its  projectors,  and  a 
promoter  of  the  scientific  acquirement  of  the  profession, 
that  will  induce  all  who  propose  to  follow  it  to  seek  instruc- 
tion and  enter  upon  the  practice  honorably. 
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WESTERN  LANCET: 

A  JOCJRNAL  OF 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SCIENCE. 

FOR  FEBRUARY,  1874. 


A  Case  of  Traumatic  Tetanus  treated  mainly   with 
Calabar  Bean--Death. 


BY  CHARLES  B.  BRIGHAM,  A.M.,  M.D.,  PROFESSOR  OF  ORTHOPEDIC 
AND  MILITARY  SURGERY  IN  UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

P.  C,  aet.  32,  married.  The  patient,  on  thf^  30th  of 
November,  1873,  received  a  scalp  wound  in  the  parietal 
region.  The  bone  was  not  affected,  at  least  externally; 
the  hemorrhage  was  considerable,  but  was  arrested  by 
compression  by  means  of  a  sponge  and  bandage  shortly 
after  the  accident.  The  patient,  moreover,  received  a 
contused  wound  of  the  right  ring-finger,  involving  the 
terminal  phalanx,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant 
amputation.  These  wounds  were  caused  by  a  wagon- 
wheel.  They  were  dressed  with  carbolic  acid  wash,  one 
part  to  thirty,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  week,  the  scalp 
wound  had  wholly  cicatrized,  and  that  of  the  finger,  hav- 
ing cast  off  a  few  bits  of  bone,  had  become  filled  with 
healthy,  rosy  granulations. 
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On  the  10th  of  December,  the  patient  took  a  short  walk 
outof  doori<,  for  the  first  time  since  the  accident.  In  the 
evening  of  that  day,  he  felt  u  pain  in  the  back  of  the  head 
and  neck-     A  poultice  was  applied  to  the  entire  neck. 

December  11th — The  patient  coniplained  of  stiffnef^s  of 
neck  and  jaw  and  of  a  difiiciilty  in  swallowing.  There  was 
no  pain  in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  The  finger  looked 
as  well  ai^  usoaL  Pultie  86  ;  temp.  39.  Suspecting  teta- 
nus, I  ordered  fifteen  drops  of  the  tincture  of  cniahar  bean 
every  three  hours,  day  and  night. 

December  12th-Tbere  is  considerable  opisthotonos.  The 
patient  has  taken  nothing  since  yesterday  noon,  owing  to 
the  impossibilify  to  swallow*  Pulse  72  ;  temp.  38J.  He 
h  in  better  spirits  this  evening,  but  the  rigidity  continues 
and  there  are  occasional  spasms,  affecting,  principally,  the 
region  between  the  shoulders.  Tlie  bowels  are  freely 
open. 

December  13th — Pulse  100:  temp.  38.  The  spasms  have 
become  more  violent  and  make  the  patient  cry  out  atnhort 
intervals  ;  the  jaw  is  firmly  set;  has  taken  no  medicine  dur" 
ing  eight  hours  of  the  night,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
Bwallowing;  he  has  had  occjusional  naps,  during  which  he 
has  bitten  his  tongue  so  that  it  bled;  almost  all  day  he 
has  been  in  a  violent  perspiration;  his  pupils  are  somewliat 
dilated;  he  cannot  raise  himself  without  help,  indeed,  he 
cannot  even  turn  himself  over;  he  complains  of  hunger; 
has  a  tired,  oldish  expression  of  face.  Rectal  injections  of 
beef-tea  and  brandy  were  ordered  every  throe  hours.  The 
lips  wore  moistened  with  ice  from  time  to  time. 

December  14th — ^Pulse  96;  temp.  SSJ.  The  patient  re- 
fused even  rectal  injections  and  so  was  placed  under  chlo- 
roform, nearly  four  ounces  of  which  were  needed  to  put  the 
patient  to  sleep;  he  slept  about  an  hour,  all  the  muscles 
being  relaxed;  a  ptosis  of  the  left  eyelid  was  noticed  to-day; 
the  spasms  are  quite  frequent,  almost  every  three  minutes, 
causiDg  the  patient  to  cry  out  with  pain;  the  calabar  bean 
was  given  by  injection,  a  teaspoonful  of  the  tincture 
being  given  at  a  single   time ;    the  head   seems  drawn 
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backward?  more  than  ever;  the  limbs  are  iinaffected,  except 

uring  the  spasms;  the  pains  eeem  to  be  working  down 

wards  the  lower  part  of  the  cliest  and  abdomen. 

Evening — Temp,  39;  pulse  100, 

December  15th — The  jaw  is  more  rigid  than  ever;  chlo- 
roform was  given  during  two  hours ;  there  are  severe 
spasms  of  the  arras  against  the  chest;  the  rectal  iiyectionia 
are  kept  up  constantly;  the  ptosis  of  the  left  eyelid  is  quite 
marked;  there  waa  constant  priapism  duririg  chloroforrai- 
ssation;  the  patient  tastes  the  brandy  of  the  enema  in  his 
rnouth.    Pulse  88;  temp.  38|^. 

At  noon  the  constant  current  was  applied  fur  an  hour  in 
the  cervico  lumbar  region;  the  patient  is  as  stiff  as  a  log; 
he  sneexed  frequently  during  the  afternoon;  there  continues 
a  violent  perBpiration  all  over  the  body. 

December  IGth^ — Pulse  130;  could  not  take  the  tempera- 
ture, on  account  of  the  spiisms  being  so  severe  and  con- 
stant* Ice  was  applied  the  entire  length  of  the  spine  in 
oiled  silk  bags  and  really  afforded  great  relief  to  the  pa- 
tient; the  constant  current  was  applied  during  an  hour 
morning  and  afternoon;  chloroform  was  given  during  an 
hour  this  morniug- 

In  the  evening  the  stiffness  of  the  neck  diminished  and 
the  head  came  into  a  more  natural  position;  the  severity  of 
the  abdominal  spasms  cause  the  knees  to  be  bent  up  near 
the  chest;  chloroform  was  given  for  one  hour  this  evening; 
it  required  a  third  the  amount  of  that  necessary  this  morn- 
ing. Pulse  80;  temp.  38.J.  The  pupils  are  contracted 
more  than  ever, 

December  17th — The  spasms  occupy  the  chest  and  dia* 
phragm;  the  breathing  is  rapid  and  difficult;  the  spasms 
are  less  severe  and  less  frequent;  a  subcutaneous  injection 
of  J  grain  of  morphia  was  given;  no  injections  were  given 
during  the  night,  as  the  patient*s  wife  thought  that  it  made 
his  abdomen  swell;  so,  contrary  to  express  orders,  she 
neglected  to  give  them;  the  urine  at  this  time  was  thick 
and  scanty,  containing  a  moderate  quantity  of  albumen, 
and  leaving  a  reddish  sediment  which  lined  the  vessel;  the 
jaw  seemed  less  rigid* 
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At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  George  Hewston,  sixty  gfaiiis 
of  the  bromide  of  potassa  was  given  in  an  enema  in  the 
eveningi  Pulse  130 j  temp.  39*^.  An  enema  was  given,  but 
came  away  ahnost  immediately  afterwards;  the  jaw  opens 
quite  freely,  but  the  patient  is  unable  to  swallow  even  his 
saliva;  a  cold  perspiration  is  especially  marked  on  the  legs 
and  arms« 

At  three  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  the  next  day  the 
patient  died,  immediately  after  a  spasm«  No  autopsy  was 
allowed* 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  temperature  in  this 
observation,  instead  of  suddenly  lowering  itself  at  the 
commencement  of  the  tetanus,  as  is  usually  the  case< 
and  then  rising  gradually  until  death)  assumed  throughout  a 
tolerable  regularity,  begiiming  and  ending  with  the  same 
degree,  namely,  39;  nor  did  it  fall  lower  than  38®  during 
the  course  of  the  malady*  There  was  no  pain,  at  any  time 
referred,  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach*  The  ice  bags  along 
the  entire  spine  afforded  great  relief  to  the  patient,  much 
more  so  than  the  action  of  the  constant  current,  although 
the  latter  afforded  relief  for  the  time  being.  The  action 
of  the  calabar  bean  was  not  particularly  marked.  The 
heaviness  of  the  head  and  the  trembling  of  the  fingers 
noticed  with  the  patient,  may  or  may  not  have  been  the 
result  of  its  use. 


Case  of  Compound  Comminuted  Fracture  of  the  Leg. 


BY    p.  W.  RANDALL,  M.D.,  SAN   QUENTIN. 


Sibrian,  aged  forty-three  (43)  years,  was  at  work  with  a 
number  of  other  hands  on  the  2d  of  October,  1873,  digging 
away  a  bank  of  earth,  the  face  of  which  was  some  ten  or 
fifteen  feet  high.  While  the  laborers  were  undermining 
on  a  level  with  the  grade,  a  large  body  of  earth  and  rocks 
suddenly  caved  off  and  fell  upon  the  spot  where  the  men 
were  at  work,  all  of  whom,  however,  made  a  safe  retreat 
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from  the  falling  mass  except  Sibriaii,  \vhr>.  while  ^ohi^ 
backwarrlf*,  struck  hi«  heels  against  s^omt?  iiDpe«limL*iit,  and 
fell  on  bis  buck,  and  was  entirely  buried,  except  his  face, 
beneath  the  precipitated  mass  of  racks  and  earth,  the  re- 
sult of  wliich  was  the  fracture  of  liis  left  leg  about  two  and 
one-half  inche8  above  the  ankle.  The  foot  was  turned  up 
against  the  out^^ide  of  the  leg;  the  tibia  wan  forced  through 
the  skin  and  into  the  earth;  the  fibula  was  also  tlirust 
through  the  akin,  but  was  not  quite  so  much  exposed  to  the 
«and  as  was  the  tibia* 

In  this  condition  I  had  him  taken  into  the  prison  hospital. 

After,  perliapSj  an  hour's^  close  inspection  and  diligent 
labor,  I  succeeded  in  cleansing  the  ends  of  the  bones>  both 
above  and  below,  as  well  as  the  wound.  Two  small  frag- 
ments  of  honej  as  large  as  the  end  of  the  little  tinger,  were 
broken  loose  from  the  inner  surface  of  tlte  end  of  the  tibia 
above,  and  a  piece,  also,  from  the  end  of  the  fibula  attached 
to  the  foot,  alt  of  which  were  dissected  from  their  attach- 
ments to  the  surrounding  parts.  I  then  attempted  to  place 
the  foot  in  sitv^  which  I  was  unable  to  do  until  1  had 
t*nlurged  the  aperture  in  the  skin  through  which  the  bones 
had  protruded*  I  then  succeeded  in  reducing  the  fracture 
and,  after  placing  the  ends  of  the  bones  in  appoj?ition  and 
bathing  and  cleansing  the  wound  well  with  a  weak  solution 
of  carbolic  acid^  I  applied  the  roller  liandage  from  the  toes 
to  the  knee,  with  compresses  and  improvised  splints  made 
of  pasteboard  and  shinglest  leaving  the  wound  in  the  skin 
accessible,  with  dircctiiujs  to  keep  the  parts  constantly  wet 
with  a  solution  comiiosed  of  water  and  glycerine,  equal 
parts,  and  carl>olic  acid,  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  thirty, 
and  sulph*  morpl»,  grss.  every  six  hours,  and  at  four  o'clock 
left  my  |»atient  for  the  night. 

October  3d,  seven  o'clock  in  the  niurning — Found  my 
patient  suffering  considerable  pain,  leg  swollen,  bandage 
tight.  I  loosened  the  bandage  and  prescribed  an  old  opium 
pill  gr*  ij,  continued  carbolic  acid  lotion  UDremittinghs 
opium  pill  to  be  repeated,  pro  re  rata;  procured  from 
H.  P.  Wnkelee  A  Co.,  patent  splints  for  left  leg,  which 


58 


5URGERY. 


maintained  tlie  parts  in  position   and   with  comparative 
comfort  to  the  patient. 

October  4tli— Patient  slept  some  during  the  night; 
swelling  of  leg  not  iucreased;  continned  topical  applica- 
tions and  pill  opiom  to  relieve  pain,  and  an  enema  every 
day,  with  tea  and  toast  for  diet. 

October  5th — Patient  doing  well;  continue,  treatment, 
with  anodyne  at  night. 

October  6th— Patient  now  comfortable;  prescribed  pulv* 
Bcidlitz  every  four  hours  until  bowels  were  moved,  and,  for 
local  application  to  leg,  the  following: 
^  Acid  carbolic,  31; 
Glycerine; 
Aqua  aa,  Siv. — M. 
And  keep  the  parts  constantly  moist. 

The  above  treatment  was  followed  during  the  progress 
of  the  case,  which  has  continued  to  improve  without  a  sin- 
gle untoward  symptom. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  week  the  wound  had  healed. 
There  has  been  very  little  suppuration  and  no  offensive- 
ness. 

November  20th — Splints  removed;  bandage  continued 
for  support;  slight  tumefaction  about  the  ankle. 

December  20th — Patient  entirely  convalescent;  going 
about  the  wards  on  crutches;  leg^straight,  with  free  use  of 
ankle-joint. 


New  Operations  for  Aneurism. 


A  novel  operation  was  performed  very  recently  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  of  Philadelphia,  by  Dr.  R.  Levis, 
and  the  result,  if  the  case  turns  out  favorably,  will  be  a 
very  decided  advance  in  surgery.  The  case  was  one  of 
subclavian  aneurism,  involving  possibly  the  innominate. 
As  ligation  of  the  artery  was  deemed  inexpedient  by  the 
surgeons  who  examined  the  case,  Dr.  Levis  determined  to 
carry  out  a  plan  of  his  own,  which  is  a  modification  of  that 
adopted  by  Dr.   Moore,  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  and 


Treatment  of  Facial  Nenralgia. 

niDce  followed  by  Dr.  Donville  and  Mr.  Murray,  of  Eng- 
land. The  plan  of  these  latter  gentlemen  was  to  introduce 
fine  wi to  into  aneurisms,  to  afford  a  nucleus  about  which 
clota  could  form.  Dr.  Levis  conceived  the  idea  of  using 
horse-hair,  believing  that  it  would  offer  sufficient  obstacle 
to  the  blood-current  to  produce  coagulation,  and  also,  being: 
animal  in  its  nature,  would  act  like  the  catgut  ligature  and 
not  give  rise  to  suppuration.  The  horse-hair  was  introduced 
through  a  fine  sharp  needle  oanula,  which  w^as  phiuged 
into  the  sac.  No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  its  introduc- 
tion, and  twentj-foar  feet  nine  inches  were  safely  stowed 
away  in  the  aneurism.  A  marked  diminution  in  the  force 
of  the  pulsation  of  the  aneurism,  and  of  the  pulse  of  the 
wTistj  was  at  once  induced.  This  has  increased  since  ihe 
operation^  the  tumor  has  also  gained  in  solidity^  the  pain 
has  lessoned  very  much,  and  no  unfavorable  symptoms 
have  resulted*  At  last  accounts  the  case  was  still  pro- 
gressing favorably, — PhilatMpMa  Medical  Times. 

[We  regret  to  be  obliged  to  record  that  the  case  of  Dr. 
Levis  above  reported  has  since  died;  yet  the  dioiinution  in 
the  force  of  the  pulsation  in  the  tumour,  the  length 
of  time  the  patient  lived  after  the  operation,  and  tho  sim- 
plicity  of  the  procedure  itself  commend  it  to  the  consider- 
iition  of  the  profession.  Although  unsuccessful  as  to  result, 
we  cannot  fail  to  see  an  idea  worthy  of  further  trial  before 
condemning  the  operation. — Editor  Western  Lancet,] 


Facial  Neuralgia  Treated  by  Re-section  of  the  Nerves* 


Dr.  M.  Schuppert  records  two  cases  in  which  he 
snccesfifully  adopted  this  practice  ;  in  one,  the  patient  was 
thirty-one  years  of  age  and  suffered  from  neuralgia  of  the 
right  side  of  the  face,  lor  which  he  had  all  his  molars 
extracted  successively  without  relief.  The  hard  palate  was 
then  pointed  to  as  the  seat  of  pain,  and  Dr.  Schuppert 
dcarified  the  outer  and  inner  surface  of  the  posterior 
portion  of  the  upper  maxillary  bone,  with  the  result  that 
the  pain  was  removed  for  some  months,  when  it  returned 
with  all  its  former  severity.  It  started  on  this  occasion 
from  the  right  canine  tooth,  which  he  also  had  extracted 
without  benefit.     He  suffered  great  pain  for  the  succeeding 
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nine  months,  wlieii  D\\  Sclnippert  re-8ected  the  iniraorbital 
nerve  horn  its  e£r:re^s  -aI  fne  forum  en  infraorbitale  tr>  the 
jinteriordcnlul  nerve,  inclucling  the  btter  in  llie  operation. 
The  only  re.sulls  obtained  were  a  perfect  anaesthesia  of  all 
tl*e  pnrts  of  tliti  face  snppli©*!  by  the  nerve  and  a  partial 
loss  of  the  mobility  of  tlie  correj^pondinp;  mnKcIes.  Tlie 
neiiralfria  reniuinetl  untonchecl  iiy  ihe  operation,  Inrlncerl 
by  tlie  happy  results  obtained  by  Dr.  Cariiocbiin,  of  New 
York,  from  resect iun  of  the  trnnk  of  the  second  branch  of 
the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  Dr.  Si'lnippert  determined  to  have 
reconrse  to  this  operation,  Bv  accident  lie  was  led  to 
execute  the  resection,  not  as  Cai  nochun  proposed,  from 
below  the  eye,  takini:^  the  infraorbital  nerve  ns  a  leader, 
but  from  the  supraniaxillary  fos^a,  a  method  of  operation 
not  liilherto  i>erfornied.  To  reach  tlie  nerve  in  that  locab 
itVj  portions  of  the  malar  bone  ami  of  tlie  zygomatic 
process  of  the  tem|)nral  had  to  lie  removed.  The  ^midl 
space  in  which  the  nerve  was  imbedded  vras  enlarged  by 
cutting  away  a  portion  of  the  posterior  wall  of  tlic  superior 
maxillary  bone.  The  nerve  way  divided  behind  the 
posterior  dental  neiive  and  by  a  second  cut  was  removed 
from  the  foramen  rotunda rn.  No  puin  recurred  for  two 
niontlis  and  the  ease  was  iiublisbed  n»  iiaving  lesnlted  in 
Ijcrfcct  recovery.  The  pain,  liowever,  then  recommenced, 
starting  from  the  riglitdjand  palate, spreading  from  thence  np 
to  the  eye  and  temple.  The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the 
case  was  the  perfect  restoration  of  the  seridibility  of  the 
parts.  The  patient  asserted  that  with  the  restoration  of  sensi- 
bility the  [)ain  had  also  returned.  Dr.  Sehuppcrt  was  aware 
that,  notwitlistanding  the  tvvo  preceding  operations,  a  por* 
tion  of  the  nerve  had  l)een  left  behinrl.  In  tlie  first  resec- 
tion, the  main  nerve  had  been  divided  just  behind  the 
anterior  dental,  and  in  the  second  behind  the  posterior 
dental,  and  he  therefore  resolved  to  remove  the  intermediate 
8tumt).  The  stump  was  found  in  the  middle  of  the  tloor  of 
the  orbit,  with  branches  attached  to  it  belonging  to  the 
middle  dental,  after  the  division  of  wlilch  it  was  easily  re- 
moved, measuring  15  mm.  in  length  (|  inch),  bat  with  no 
newly  formed  nervous  matter  either  before  or  behind  it. 
To  assure  himself  that  the  nerve  was  w4ioIly  destroyed,  the 
actual  cautery  was  pushed  l>eyond  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  maxillary  bone,  the  eyeball  being  protected.  After 
the  wound  bad  been  closed  with  the  exception  of  its  lowest 
part,  in  which  a  drainage-tube  was  inserted,  a  general 
rigor  occurred,  lasting  for  nearly  an  hour,  On  waking  trom 
the  cbloroform,  intense  pain  iu  the  head  was  experienced, 
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which  lasted  for  four  lioiiri?.  The  next  morning  the 
patit;nt'i<  face  was  considerably  swollen,  and  he  complained 
of  the  old  pain,  so  that  this  severe  operation  was  attended 
by  a  completel}'  negative  rer^ult.  In  the  course  of  a  fort- 
night the  pain,  which  now^  included  the  parts  suppUed  by 
the  third  division  of  the  fifth,  was  so  unbQarable  that  the 
patient  begsred  that  some  further  operation  rniglit  be  un- 
dertaken. He  wai^  again  placed  under  chloroform,  an 
incision  was  made^  bei^inning  below  the  lobe  of  the  left  ear, 
and  carried  down  the  edge  of  the  lower  maxillary  bone; 
the  ordinary  proceeding  for  exposing  the  pterygoid  mus- 
cles in  dissection  w^as  then  adopted,  and  tlie  inferior  dent^il 
nerve  and  artery  w^ere  then  divided,  and  a  piece  of  the 
former  an  eighteenth  of  an  inch  in  length  removed.  On 
recovering  from  the  annesthesia,  tormenting  pain  was  still 
complained  of,  Large  doses  of  quijiiue  and  opium  relieved 
it  to  some  extent,  and  the  acute  sensibility  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  face  was  abolished.  He  returned  to  his  work* 
About  a  year  later,  however,  he  reapplied  for  relief,  and 
Dr,  Schuppert  was  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sev- 
enth must  be  the  nerve  implIcWted,  Still,  on  reading  a  paper 
by  Nussbaura,  to  the  effect  that  ligature  of  the  carotid  was 
tlie  nonplus  vUrangdut^t  facial  neuralgia,  he  preferred  to  try 
that  plan  rather  tlian  re-stjct  a  nerve  believed  to  be  purely 
motor.  This  was  accordingly  done,  but  again  without 
relief,  and  the  division  of  the  seventh  nerve  w^as  finally 
agreed  upon.  After  a  long,  tedious,  difficulty  bloody,  and 
dangerous  operation,  that  nerve  wan  divided.  Serious 
sjTTiptoms  followed,  but  the  pain  was  gone.  The  regular 
application  of  the  electric  current  was  commenced,  as  par- 
alysis of  the  muscles  of  the  lelt  extremities  had  supervened. 
The  paralysis  was  permanent  in  the  upper  extremity,  but 
partial  recovery  took  place  in  the  lower.  No  return  of  the 
pain  has  occurred  during  the  last  five  years. — New  Orhwis 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  November,  1873. 

I  E2 

H  Dr.  F.  Schweninger  has  made  some  interesting  experi- 

I  Doents  with  a  view  of  testing    the   truth   of  the   theory 

■  broached  by  Roser,  to  the  effect  that  the  intestine  plays  an 
I  ncl 

■  lik 


Experiments  on  Strangulated  and  Incarcerated  Hernia. 


active  part  in  the  production  of  stranguhited  hernia  and  tha 
like,     in  these  experiments  the  abdominal  cavity  of  dogs 
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was  opened  by  a  small  inciBion  in  tlio  linoa  ulba  ;  a  Inop  of 
intestine  was  <Ir.i.\vrj  out  ant]  embraced  by  india-nibber 
rings  of  various  width;  tht^  intcBtiiie  and  india-rubber  rings 
were  then  reintroduced  int<3  the  cavity,  the  wound  care- 
fully cloyed,  and  the  parts  examined  after  the  liip^e  of  a 
variable  time.  Dr.  Schweninger  faund  tbnt  the  result** 
mip;ht  be  included  in  three  groups. 

1.  In  tlie  first,  tlje  innnediate  cause  of  the  constriction 
lieis  in  the  gut  itself  ;  tlie  intestine  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  process,  to  wit  :  that  portion  of  it  which  is  forced 
through  the  constriction  assumes  a  club-sliaped  or  clavate 
form,  and  strives  to  stretch  beyond  and  away  from  the  ring, 
dragging  the  adjoining;  parts  until,  in  fact,  the  hernial  sac 
is  completely  filled.  The  process  of  strangulation  h  here 
of  a  chronic  natnre,  and  the  parts  are  most  easily  reduced. 
Ht>  does  not  deny  that  the  diiliculty  in  the  way  of  reduc- 
tion may  be  greatly  increased  by  Iloser^s  valvular  mechan- 
ism or  by  tlie  inflection  of  the  intestine  itself. 

2.  In  a  second  class  of  cases  the  strnngnhition  is  due  to 
a  want  of  proportion  between  the  intestine  and  the  hernial 
opening,  thougli  it  is  augmented  by  the  above-mentioned 
action  of  the  intestine. 

3.  The  slrangnlation  is  caused  by  the  narrowness  of 
the  hernial  opening,  either  because  the  opening  is  dragged 
upon  by  muscular  tissue  or  because  a  portion  of  omentum 
surrounds  the  neck  of  the  hernial  protrusion. 

As  a  consequence  of  these  conditiotys  there  occur  (1), 
venous  hyperaemi a  and  ecchymoses,  which  readily  pass  into 
gangrene  on  removal  of  the  constricting  cause,  and  (2). 
insufficient  supply  of  arterial  blood,  which  also  leads  to 
gangrene  or  to  iufltimmation,  wilh  formation  of  adhesions 
between  the  intestine  and  the  sac,  Sticb  cases  can  otdy  be 
cured  by  operation, — CentraUAaity  1873,  No.  48. 
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Galvaxo-Emesib. — Emesis  may  be  produced  by  means 
of  electricity,  when  other  means  fail  or  are  impracticable. 
It  may  be  brought  about  by  introducing  one  electrode  into 
the  upper  part  of  the  cesophagus  and  applying  the  other 
over  the  epicastric  region*  Dr.  Fox  relates  a  case  in  the 
JBntwh  Ifedical  Journal^  in  w^bich  a  child  w^as  brought  to 
him  in  an  asphyxiated  state  from  eating  poisonous  mush- 
rooms. He  applied  the  current  as  above  prescribed,  and 
vomiting  ermued  immediately. 


^gHQSUgg 


Communicated  Secondary  Syphilis.  63 

Carbolic  Acid  in  Treatment  of  Lupus. 


Dr*  Chapman   reports  in   the  N.  T,  Medical  Review,  a 

SB  of  lupus  of  twenty-five  years'  duration,  succesHfnlly 
treated  by  the  application  of  carbolic  acid.  The  patient 
was  aet,  sixty-five.  The  disease  hjjd  cominetjced  as  a  small 
tnbercle  near  the  tip  of  the  nose,  and,  akhough  treated  by 
a  number  of  phyniciaus^  had  gradunlly  spread  to  the  fore- 
head and  cheeks.  When  seerj  by  Dr,  0.,  erysipelas  was 
i^etttiig  ill  in  connection  with  it,  and  it  was  spreading 
rapidly%  involving  the  whole  nose,  and  extending  to  the 
cheeks  and  upper  lip.     He  says: 

First  of  all,  to  subdue  the  erysipelatous  inflainraation^  I 
ordered  the  whole  surface  to  be  penciled  once  in  three 
hours  with  the  fluid  ext.  of  veratrum  viride,  and  in  forty- 
eight  hours  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  erysipelas 
entirely  removed.  I  then  commenced  the  use  of  carbolic 
acid^  the  remedy  with  which  I  expected  to  cure  the 
disease.  I  used  Nickel's  crystals  melted,  one  part,  and 
olive  oil,  one  part;  with  this  I  penciled  the  whole  surface 
of  the  disease  twice  a  day.  Occasionally  I  would  use  the 
clear  crystals  once  a  day,  before  using  the  carbolated  oil. 
I  treated  my  patient  in  this  way  for  forty -eight  days,  when 
I  discharged  him  cured. 

With  the  experience  I  have  had  with  the  carbolic  acid 
in  this  disease,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  a  cure 
in  any  and  all  cases  of  lupus,  I  should  use  the  acid,  how- 
ever, full  strength  as  often  as  once  in  two  or  three  days, 
and  not  reduce  it  more  than  one-half  at  any  time.  I  pre- 
fer reducing  it  with  olive  oil,  as  that  seems  to  keep  moist 
longer  than  glycerine  or  anything  else,  thereby  keeping  up 
the  action  of  the  remedy  longer^  How  the  carbolic  acid 
cures  this  disease  I  will  leave  for  wiser  heads  than  mine  to 
discuss.  I  am  quite  well  satisfied,  for  the  present,  to  know 
that  it  will  cure  it.  During  the  treatment  of  this  case  I 
gave  internally  the  comp.  syr.  etillingia  with  iod,  pot.,  but 
I  claim  very  little,  if  any  aid,  from  the  constitutional  treat- 
ment.— Jiledical  Archives, — Southern  Medical  Records 


Secondahy  Syphilis  communicated  by  an  Infant  to  its 
NtiasE. — Dr,  Angus  Macdonald  reports  a  case  in  which 
secondary  sypliilis  was  communicated  by  an  infant,  sufter- 
iog  from  hereditary  disease,  to  its  grandmotberi  a  woman 
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59  years  old.  The  aflTt^ction  appears  to  have  been  cnmmu- 
nicated  by  means  of  the  tube  of  tlje  cliild's  imrsing  bottle, 
wliich  the  granthaotlier  was  in  the  habit  of  patting  to  her 
own  month  before  applying  it  to  the  mriuth  of  the  child. 
The  symfiloms  consisted  of  a  tsevere  ^ore  throat  and  a  gen- 
eral eruption  on  the  skin,  distinctly  syphilitic  in  char- 
acter.—J?t/i7j/>«r|//t  Medical  Journal,  July,  1873. 


A  Wax  Candle  in  the  BLAnnER  op  a  Female. — This 
interesting  case  was  observed  a  short  time  ago  at  the 
Hotel-Dieu,  Paris.  The  patient,  on  admiHsion,  complained 
of  inten.se  pain  in  the  abdomen*  The  urethra,  abnormally 
dilated,  easily  admitted  the  finger  into  the  bladder,  when  a 
hard,  voluniintms  body  wa»  felt.  The  woman  stated  that, 
on  account  of  great  difficulty  in  making  water,  nbc  had 
paased  a  candle  tlirougb  tlie  urethra  and  had  accidentally 
let  it  slip  into  the  bladder.  It  was  readily  removed  with 
a  pair  of  pincers.  The  end  of  the  candle,  which  had  been 
rounded  with  a  knife,  was  covercji-1  with  ealc:rreou8  matter 
gathered  tliere  during  the  five  weeks  the  candle  had  stayed 
in  fhe  liladder.  Speedy  recovery  followed, — Bostcni  Medi- 
tail  and  Suri/ical  JournaL 


The  Treatment  OF  BtjRxs  and  Scalds.— Dr.  DeBreyne 
highly  recommends  the  following  treatment  in  L' Union 
Pharinaceutiqnc :  Hydrate  of  lime  (newly  precipitated), 
forty-five  grain*?;  glycerine,  five  ounces;  chloric  ether, 
forty-five  drops.  It  makes  tip  a  transparent,  colorless 
liqaid,  with  an  agreeable  odor  and  an  alkalitie  reaction, 
according  to  the  amonnt  of  hydrate  of  lime.  It  calras  the 
pain  and  prevents  or  abates  the  inflammation. — New  York 
Medical  Heporter, 
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Iodoform  for  Prurigo  and  Hemorrhoids.^ — An  ointment 
made  of  iodoform  (^  i,)  and  simple  cerate  (S  i.)  will  be 
found  useful  in  many  cases  of  prurigo.  The  following  i& 
recommonded  when  piles  are  very  painful,  especially 
during  defecation  :  ^,  Idioform,  powdered^  twenty  grains; 
cocoa  butter.  31.  Melt  and  mix  for  suppositories* — South- 
em  Medical  Record, 


^OBtk 


Tyadn,  Treatment  of  Gravel  and  Calculi.         65 

Institutes  atxd  3f ratstice  af  Wi.e^imne» 

Clinical  Lecture  on  the  Medical  Treatment  of  Gravel 
and  Calculi. 


HY   JAMES  TYSON,  M.  D,, 

ClinioaL  Lecturer  on  Microscopy,  Urinary  ChoraistTy,  ond  Renal  Diaeuiw 

in  Oie  Univetniity  erf  Pennsylrania. 


In  a  previous  lecture  I  asked  3'our  attention  to  the  fortna- 
tian  of  urinary  calculi,  and  the  method  for  determining 
tlieir  composition — meany  so  simple  and  easy  of  applica- 
tion that  they  should  be  familiar  to  every  practitioner. 
TonJay  we  will  discuss  the  treatment  of  the  condition  in- 
cident to  their  presence  aTid  the  tendency  to  thotr  forma- 
tion. None  of  you  who  have  witnessed  a  case  of  nephritic 
colic,  need  be  impressed  with  the  importance  of  being  able 
to  relieve  the  painful  symptons  of  this  condition,  or,  still 
better,  if  possible,  to  prevent  their  occurrence. 

The  treatment  naturally  resolves  itself  into  the  preventive^ 
tbe«o?i?en/,and  tliat  required  during  a  jua?'oxj/.<?7n oi  nephritic 
colic.  A  hasty  conchision  would  seem  to  require  that  the 
latter  two  should  be  identical  ;  but,  when  we  come  to  con- 
sider the  efficiency  of  the  solvent  treatment,  we  will  soon 
discover  that  it  is  far  too  slow  in  its  action  to  be  relied 
upon  when  pain  so  severe  as  that  caused  by  impaction  of  a 
stone  is  to  be  relieved. 

L  Suppose,  then,  you  are  culled  upon  to  treat  a  patient 
in  the  ugonioa  of  nephritic  colic,  so  called.  Under  these 
cirounistances  a  small  stone  is  supposed  to  have  left  the 

f)elvii4  of  the  kidney  and  to  be  w^orkin^  its  way  through  the 
ong  but  narrow  ureter,  whose  diameter  is  not  greater  than 
that  of  an  ordinary  knitting-needle,  if  as  great.     The  evi- 

Ldenee  of  such  an  attack  is  discovered  in  a  degree  of  pain 
which  is  seldom  isurpaBsed  in  seventy,  and  which,  starting 
in  the  hmibur  region,  extends  thence  along  the  line  of  the 
corresponding  ureter  and  groin  to  the  testicle,  which  is  of- 
ten retracted.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  mistake  the  im- 
port of  such  pain;  and  very  likely  the  patient,  from  his  ex- 
perience in  one  or  more  previous  attacks,  will  himself  have 
made  the  diagnosis. 
At  this  stage  the  composition  of  the  stone  is  not  of  material 
impoitance.  To  relieve  the  pain  is  the  urgent  demand* 
Happily,  means  are  at  our  disposal  promptly  to  do  tbi». 
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A  bvpodeimic  injection  of  one-sixlli  of  a  grain  of  wnlpliate 
of  niorphia,  followed  by  [lot  poultices  constHntly  kept 
up,  will  generally  so  far  iuflueiico  the  pain  aa  to  give  you 
at  least  a  breatliingspcll  in  which  to  prepare  yourself  for 
further  action*  Suppositories  containing  one-half  grain  ot 
extract  of  opium,  or  a  grain  of  powdere^l  opium,  with  one- 
half  grain  of  extract  of  belladonna,  nbouid  be  ordered,  with 
directions  that  one  shall  be  introduced  into  the  rectum 
every  three  hours.  A  more  frequent  use  will  scarcely  be 
of  further  service,  since  not  more  than  the  quantity  named 
is  likely  to  be  absorbed  in  tins  time,  A  hot  bath  may  also 
be  suggested  in  case  relief  is  not  obtained,  and  the  hypo- 
dermic injection  may  be  repeated,  if  necessary,  at  the  next 
visit. 

A  specimen  of  urine  should  be  obtained,  if  possible,  be- 
fore the  second  visit,  and  examined  microscopically.  In 
a  certain  number  of  cases  no  information  whatever  will  be 
derived  from  it.  In  others,  again,  you  will  promptly  de- 
tect crystals  of  uric  acid,  sometimes  large  enough  to  be 
seen  with  the  naked  eye,  in  the  sliape  of  the  so-called 
"red-pepper'*  grains;  in  others  the  microscope  will  de- 
tect octahedra  and  dumb-bells  of  the  oxalate  of  lime.  In 
the  former  instance  you  have  a  uric  acid  calculus  to  deal 
with  ;  in  the  latter  probably  a  small  stone  of  oxalate  of 
lime,  though  not  necessarily,  since  a  deposit  of  crystals  of 
oxalate  of  lime  sometimes  attends  uric  acid  concretion;  but 
the  probabilities  of  the  oxalate  composition  will  be  greatly 
increased  it  the  crystals,  whether  octahedra,  or  dumb-bells, 
tend  to  aggregate  themselves,  thus  forming  inicroscoptc 
calculi.  Whenever  this  has  been  the  case,  and  I  have 
subsequently  obtained  the  stone  for  analysis,  I  have  invari- 
ably  found  it  to  bo  composed  of  oxalate  of  lime.  Phosphatic 
calculi  are  rarely  the  occasion  of  nephritic  colic,  since 
they  are  never  found  as  primary  stones  in  the  kidney,  nor 
indeed  in  the  bladder  ;  but  are  subsequently  added  to  pre- 
vious nuclei  of  w^hatever  composition,  in  consequence  of  an 
alkaline  reaction  induced  either  in  the  whole  mass  of  the 
urine  or  that  immediately  around  the  calculus,  as  the  re- 
suit  of  which  the  triple  phosphate  of  lime  are  deposited  in 
consecutive  layers. 

Should  each  examination  of  the  urine  lead  to  a  concla* 
sion  that  the  offending  stone  is  uric  acid,  large  doses  of 
citrate  of  potash  may  be  administered  in  connection  with 
the  anodyne  treatment,  partly  in  application  of  the  princi- 
ple to  be  presently  explained  in  connection  with  the  sol- 
yent  treatmeut,  and  partly  with  the  hope  that  by  flushing 
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the  kidney  with  water,  the  concretion  may  ho  pushed  on- 
ward towards  the  bliidder.  If  the  cah:uliis  he  oxahite  6\' 
lime,  siicli  treatment  cnn  only  he  justitled  by  tlje  latter 
motive,  since  to  liope  for  its  solution  i&  tbtile. 

Slioiild  the  patient  become  nauseated  in  the  course  of  the 
above  treatment,  you  may  a^snre  him  that  nuch  a  result  it* 
really  desirable,  since  the  increased  pain  is  olteu  due  lo  a 
spasm  uf^the  muscular  coat  of  the  ureter,  as  the  result  of 
which  the  stojic  is  more  closely  grasped,  while  the  condi- 
lion  of  relaxation  due  to  the  nausea  may  aid  in  interrupt- 
ing the  f*pasm,  and  thus  relieve  the  pain. 

Supposing  the  attack  terminated,  tlie  stone  has  either 
reached  the  bladder,  or  liaving  established  a  temporary 
tolerance  in  some  part  uf  the  ureter,  renuiins  f|uioscent  for 
a  time*  In  the  former  case  it  will  probably  be  passed  by 
the  urethra,  and,  for  thu  discovery  of  it,  careful  examina- 
tion should  be  made  ;  while  in  the  latter  it  will  inevitably 
excite  another  attack  at  some  period  more  or  leas  near- 
XL  It  is  with  a  view  Ut  dislodging  such,  as  well  as  aiding 
in  the  escape  of  other  stones  which  may  be  resting  in  the 
pelvis  of  the  kidney,  that  the  solvent  treatment  is  used.  By 
means  of  carefully  conducted  experiments  by  Dr*  Roberts, 
of  Manchester,  England,  author  of  the  very  useful  prac- 
tical book  on  **  Urinary  and  Ren}d  Diseases,"  we  have 
arrived  at  quite  accurate  knowledge  of  our  powers  in  this 
direction. 

In  the  first  place,  however,  let  us  recall  the  composition 
of  renal  calculi.  For  practical  purposes  it  maybe  stated 
that  three-lifths  of  all  stones  in  the  bladtier  have  been 
found  to  be  composed  of  uric  acid  or  its  compounds,  two- 
filths  of  phosphatic  combinations,  and  three  or  four  per 
cent,  of  oxahite  of  lime.  But  I  have  already  said  that 
phosphatic  stones  of  small  size  rarely,  if  ever,  exist  in  the 
pelvis  of  the  kidney,  It  is  only  when  calculi  have  reached 
considerable  size,  bo  that  by  partial  occlusion  of  the 
ureter  the  urine  has  become  backed  towards  the  kidney* 
and  in  consequence  of  its  accumulation  has  acquired 
through  decomposition,  a  change  in  its  reaction,  that  the 
phosphatic  laminre  are  deposited,  and  at  this  stage  curative 
medical  treatment  is  totally  out  of  the  question.  Indeed, 
it  has  been  proven  that  the  nuclei  of  almost  all  calculi 
whicli  have  commenced  their  formation  in  the  pelvis  of  the 
kidney  are  composed  of  uric  acid  or  oxalate  of  lime  ;  and 
in  a  large  number  of  calculi  composed  of  uric  acid  there  is 
lonnd  to  be  an  oxalate  of  lime  nucleus. 

The  solvent  treatment,  therefore,  resolves  itself  into  at- 
tempts to  dissolve  calculi  of  oxalate  of  lime  or  uric  acid  and 
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its  cornpoutids.  Thtj  general  method  of  Dr.  Roberts  was 
tu  allow  nlkaline  solutions  to  flow  over  stones  soluble  in  ul- 
kalies — that  is*  uric  acid,  urates,  and  cystine  (a  very  rare 
concretion) — at  a  rate  stimulating  that  at  wliicli  urine  is 
supposed  to  trickle  down  from  the  kidney  through  the 
ureter  ;  while  acid  solutions  were  caused  to  flow  over  those 
luund  soluLdij  in  acids,  L  e.,  oxalates  and  phosphates.  The 
result  of  these  observations  proved  that  it  is  n(jt  ini[*ossible 
to  produce  some  effect  uj>on  uric  acid;  that  all  attempts  to 
dissolve  oxalate  of  lime  or  mulberry  calculus  are  futile  ; 
and  that,  although  phosphatic  concretioiis  are  susceptible 
to  the  action  of  acid  solutions,  the  [practical  impossibility  of 
producing  through  the  system  a  sufficient  degree  of  acidity 
of  urine  restricts  the  applicatiorr  of  the  principle  to  in- 
jecting the  bladder  with  such  solutions,  with  a  view  to  act- 
ing upon  phosphatic  stones  in  thnt  situation. 

From  this  we  learn  that  there  is  only  reasonable  possi- 
bility of  acting  upon  uric  acid  and  cystine  with  a  view  to 
diminishing  their  size  by  solution.  The  experiments  of  Dr. 
Roberts  have  also  informed  ns  what  alkaline  salts  are  most 
useful  for  this  [jurpose.  In  the  first  place,  he  has  shown 
tliat  the  potash  salts  are  more  eOicient  than  the  soda  salts, 
and,  secondly,  that  of  these  tfje  carbonates  are  the  most  ac- 
tive. But  it  is  well  known  that  the  citrates,  acetatesi,  and 
tartrates  become  converted  into  carbonates?  by  the  time 
tbey  reacli  the  kidney,  or  at  least  are  eliminated  as  such; 
and  in  these  we  have  preparations  very  much  more  agree- 
able, as  well  as  more  soluble  and  better  borne  by  the 
stomach,  than  the  carbonates  themselves.  They  become 
therefore,  the  most  suitable  remedies  to  administer;  an<l  per- 
haps the  citrate  is  to  be  preferred- — especially  it  no  pur- 
gative action  be  required;  but  the  acetate  may  be  inter- 
changeably used.  Of  these  salts  of  the  vegetable  acids 
forty  to  fifty  grains  may  be  given  every  three  hours,  freely 
diluted,  say  in  three  to  four  ounces  of  water,  with  lemon 
or  other  vegetable  syrup  added,  if  desired,  to  flavor;  about 
six  drachms  of  the  salt  should  be  taken  by  an  adult  iu 
twenty-four  hours.  Of  course  liquor  potassa)  and  the  bi- 
carbonate  of  potash  come  under  the  same  category;  so  also 
the  lithia  salts  ;  but  there  is  considerable  difference  of 
opiniou  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  latter,  some  vauutiog 
tliem  ver}'  highly,  while  others  declare  them  inactive  on  ac* 
count  of  their  sparing  solubility,  and  I  have  not  had  suffi- 
cient experience  with  thera  to  be  justified  iu  giving  an 
opinion. 

Some  iiiterestiug  facts  witb  which  you  should  be  familiar, 
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were  developed  by  Dr.  Roberlts  as  to  tlie  strength  of 
the  solvent  solution  eiii ployed,  since  upon  tliem  is  bused 
tlie  appropriate  dose  of  tlie  remedies.  Tims,  it  was  found 
that  a  strength  of  less  tluiii  forty  to  sixty  grains  of  the  bi- 
carbonate to  the  imperial  pint  was  very  much  more  feeble, 
while,  on  the  ottjcr  hand,  solutions  containing  more  than 
fiixty  grains  to  tl*e  pint  exhibited  alscv  a  diniiiuitioii  in  sol- 
vent power,  which  was  finally  arrested  by  the  formation  of 
a  white  crust  of  alkaline  hi-uraie  on  the  surface  of  the  cal-  ^ 
cuius.  With  a  solution  of  eighty  grains  to  tlie  (>int  this 
bi-urate  crust  was  loose  and  easily  detached,  like  a  layer  of 
whitew^ash;  but  with  a  solution  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
grains  to  tlxe  pint  it  w^as  tenaciously  adherent,  and  very 
little  dissolution  took  place  with  carbonate  of  potash  and 
none  at  all  with  carbonate  of  soda.  With  solutions  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  and  two  hundred  and  forty  grains  to 
the  pint,  there  was  no  loss  of  weight  with  [>otash  or  soda  ; 
the  fragments  of  stone  became  invested  with  a  thin  tough 
coating  of  bi*urate,  resembling  white  paint,  which  put  a 
stop  to  all  solvent  action.*  The  quantities  of  the  vegeta- 
ble salts  above  mentioned,  and  in  the  manner  described, 
have  been  found  by  Dr.  Roberts  to  produce  the  degree  of 
alkalescence  required  ;  and  he  found  further  that  when 
urine  alkalized  by  the  internal  administration  of  these  salts 
was  passed  over  the  surface  of  uric  acid  calculi  at  blood 
beat,  the  calculi  underwent  solution  at  the  mean  rate  of 
twelve  and  a  Italf  grains  in  iwmty'four  hours.  Such  an  ex* 
hibit  at  least  merits  a  trial,  and  as  far  as  my  experience 
goes*  the  trial  has  been  justified  b}  the  results. 

The  treatment  should  be  kept  up  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  but  should  be  discontinued  when  an  am- 
moniucal  state  of  the  urine  is  developed,  since  under  this 
condition  solution  ceases,  while  on  the  other  hand  a  dis- 
position of  mixed  phosphates  (triple  phosphates  of  ammo- 
nia and  magnesia  and  amorphous  phosphate  of  lime)  takes 
place  on  the  surface  of  the  calculus,  and  it  of  course  be- 
comes larger.  The  simple  presence  of  amorphous  phos- 
phates, however,  wliich  are  often  observed,  particularly 
after  a  meal,  need  be  no  contra-indicatiou,  since  they  do 
not  interfere  with  solution  and  are  not  disposed  to  concre- 
tion. It  is  the  ammoniacal  state  which  is  to  be  avoided. 
An  interruption  of  the  treatment  should  be  enjoined  at 
such  times  until  the  urine  again  becomes  acid. 

Such  is  the  solvent  treatment  of  uric  acid  gravel;  and,  if 
it  be  clearly  borne  in  mind  what  alone  is  claimed  for  it,  a 
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power  of  partial  solution  or  diminution  in  size  of  small  cat* 
cull,  .^o  tliut  they  may  more  readily  pass  through  chsmnels 
ordinarily  much  too  coutmcted  for  thern,  arrd  not  the  de- 
struction of  large  stones  already  in  the  bladder,  there  need 
be  no  diasapointuicut  in  its  restillH.  A  istotie  in  the  bladder 
of  considerable  size  should  be  turned  over  to  t!ie  surgeon, 
who  with  his  knife  or  lithotrite  will  make  quick  work 
of  it. 

You  may  perhaps  wonder  why  I  have  said  nothing  about 
Vichy  or  other  alkaline  waters,  whieh  liave  not  only  had 
80  much  reputation  in  dissolving  uric  acid  stone,  but 
have  also  been  used  with  such  reckless  indiscriinination  in 
all  calcuhis  disease,  without  regard  to  composition  or  indi- 
cation- I  have  purpoi^ely  made  them  secondary,  because 
I  believe  them  to  be  very  much  less  efllicient  tlian  the  alka- 
line citrates  and  acetates  of  potash^  w*hile  they  are  more 
expensive  and  difficult  of  access.  And  in  this  I  am  only  fol- 
lowing the  precept  of  one  whose  great  experience  in  these 
maladies  entitles  him  beyond  all  others  to  our  respect — 
Sir  Henry  Thompson,  who  tw^enty  years  ago  declared  the 
'*  citrates  and  carbonates  of  potash  are  more  potent  and 
certain  than  Vichy  water,"  and  who  says,  bo  recently  ua 
1873,  *'  I  luive  never  at  anytime  prescribed  Vichy  water 
for  any  urinary  affection^  on  the  ground  of  its  inferiority 
to  the  potash  solutions."  1  think  the  citrate  may  be  fairly 
8aid  to  be  the  salt  which  of  all  others  otfera  the  best  chance 
of  success;  and  this  by  common  consent  of  all  who  have 
examined  the  Bubject/'  Compared  with  such  authority  as 
this,  confirmed  bv  the  carefully  conducted  experiments 
of  Dr.  Roberts,  my  own  testimony  to  the  same  end  is  of 
little  value,  except  that  it  adds  one  more  to  the  list  of  those 
**who  have  examined  the  subject,"  I  might  say  of  the  Vichy 
water  that  the  alkali  wiiich  it  contains  is  the  carbonate  of 
soda,  and  not  of  potash,  and  of  the  former  salt  there  ara 
forty*seven  grains  to  the  English  pint. 

IIL  But  if  much  may  be  expected  from  the  solvent  treat- 
ment of  gravel,  more  may  be  expected  from  the  preventive 
plan.  Here  also  for  the  reasons  already  stated,  it  becomes 
practically  the  preventive  treatment  of  uric  acid  concre- 
tion and  its  congeners.  And  although  it  is  the  case  that 
oxalate  of  lime  calculi  are  quite  insoluble  in  the  solutions 
efficient  in  dissolving  uric  acid,  and  indeed  in  the  system 
in  any  solutions,  it  happens  that  the  circumstances  attending 
their  production  are  almost  identical  with  those  attending 
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the  form»ition  of  uric  acid,  and  that  tbo  preventive 
treatment  of  the  hitter  becomes  therefore  the  preventive 
treiitment  of  oxalate  of  liine. 

What,  then,  are  tlie  indications  for  the  use  of  this  treat- 
ment|  by  which  we  hope  to  prevent  the  formation  of  stouQ 
in  the  nrinary  pussages  ?  It  is  well  known  tliat  urates, 
uric  acid,  and  oxalate  of  lime  crystals  are  occasionally  found 
in  the  urine  of  individuals  who  are  perfectly  healthy.  And 
YOU  will  many  times  be  called  upon  to  dispel  the  illusion 
based  upon  the  appearance  of  **  sediment  "  in  the  urine  of 
a  patient  who  is  rendered  unnecessarily  wretched  by  that 
fact,  and  who  is  really  in  perfect  health* 

Thei^e  deposits  are  apt  to  appear  in  urine,  sometimes  in 
considerable  quantities,  not  only  after  an  attack  of  indi- 
gestion, but  also  from  defective  astsimilation  even  without 
symptoms  of  indif^estion,  and  by  whatever  cause  induced, 
whether  from  the  gross  disregard  of  the  proprieties  of  eat- 
ing, or  the  use  of  a  single  glass  of  wine  to  which  one  has 
not  been  accustomed.  And  oxalate  of  lime  crystals  are  al- 
most always  found  in  the  urine  after  a  meal  of  vegetables 
contfiining  oxalic  acid,  as  of  sorrel,  tomatoes,  or  rhubarb. 
I  have  often  told  you  that  when  I  wish  to  obtain  exam  plea 
of  the  octaliedra  of  oxalate  of  lime,  for  examination  with 
the  microtjcope,  I  always  secure  a  good  crop  in  my  own 
urine  by  eating  a  full  meal  of  the  rhubarb  or  pie-plant^  if 
it  be  in  season;  in  a  few  hours  after  which,  my  urine  is 
loaded  with  beautiful  crystals  of  large  size.  I  also  know 
a  medical  gentleman  who  is  unable  to  eat  tomatoes,  be- 
cause of  the  crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime  which  appear  in 
his  urine,  and  give  hira  paiu  in  their  descent  to  the 
bladder. 

How,  then,  are  you  to  determine  the  presence  of  the  so- 
called  '*uric  acid  diathesis?"  In  the  first  place,  by  the 
perj^istence  of  the  deposit,  which  is  usually  pinkish  in  hue, 
or  gives  to  the  urine  a  cloudy  appearance  which  is  dis- 
sipated by  heat.  And  here  I  roust  again  caution  you  against 
a  deposit  wliich  always  takes  place  when  urine  is  cooled 
much  below  the  temperature  of  the  blood.  The  urates  in 
health  are  usually  present  in  the  urine  in  such  quantity 
that  they  are  dissolved  at  the  temperature  of  the  body — 
that  of  the  urine  when  it  is  passed — or  even  at  a  tempera- 
ture somewhat  lower^  In  cold  weather,  therefore,  when 
the  urine  becomes  cooled  much  below  that  point,  a  deposit 
inevitably  takes  place,  which  is  usually  found  made  up  of 
the  amorphous  mixed  urates  of  potash,  soda,  lime,  and 
magnesia,  and  is  physiological. 
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If,  however,  having  observed  tlie  precautionB  suggested 
by  the  Jibove  t'liets^,  the  deposit,  persists  day  alter  day^  and 
yon  find  apon  inquiry,  aw  you  will  bo  very  likely  to,  that  the 
pjUient^i*  father  or  gratidfather  had  attacks  of  *' gravel  " 
(for  the  aOection  is  very  constantly  hereditary),  you  niay 
conclude  thut  you  Imve  a  case  of  uric  acid  gravel.  Or  if 
I  lie  patient  or  hi.s  nncej^torni  have  had  gout,  you  may  be 
equally  coniideiit;  because  this  is  also  well  delermincd, 
that  uric  acid  gravel  and  gout  are  identical  in  their  causa- 
tiorj.  For,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  gouty  deposits 
in  the  joints  are  made  up  ol  mixed  urates  generally  crys- 
tallized in  acicnlar  form,  we  have  numerous  cases  in  whicti 
an  attack  of  gout  alternates  with  one  of  uric  acid,  or  one 
member  of  a  familv  has  gout  andanotlier  uric  actd  gravel. 
Indeed,  gouty  jiatients  almcKst  always  have  deposits  of 
orates  and  uric  acid  in  their  urine.  Finally,  1  need  only 
allude  to  the  inference  yon  may  draw  if  the  patient  hae* 
alrea<ly  suffered  an  attack  of  nephritic  colic* 

Supposing  the  presence  of  such  a  condition  determined, 
how  will  you  manage  it  in  order  to  prevent  the  final  great 
evils,  renal  calciili  or  stone  in  the  bladder?  Here,  as  else- 
wliere,  the  lonndatiou  of  a  correct  treatment  must  be  a 
knowledge  of  its  pathology.  And  what  is  the  patholoiry 
of  uric  acid,  and  I  may  say  also  of  oxalate  of  lime  deposit? 
With  one  universal  accord  tlie  persistent  presence  of  these 
deposits  in  the  urine  is  admitted  to  be  indicative  of  deficient 
assimilation.  From  soraecau^ie  or  other,  food  which  shonld 
be  worked  up  into  completely  goluble  substances  stops 
short  at  principles  which  are  most  insoluble,  and  which, 
therefore,  are  deposited,  in  the  crystallirie  shape  alluded 
to,  in  ihe  tnbules  of  the  kidney  and  pelvis  of  the  organ, 
where  thoy  act  as  foreign  bodies,  causing  irritation  and 
pain,  and  in  their  aggregation  form  the  calculi  the  transit 
of  which  to  the  kidney  causes  so  much  suflering.  Attend- 
ing this  condition  is  often  fonnd  a  so-called  torpor  of  the 
liver  and  bowels — that  is,  a  condition  which,  whatever  its 
true  nature,  is  attended  with  deficient  excretion  into  the 
alimentary  canal. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  kidney  is  already  over- 
worked in  its  attempt  to  remove  from  the  blood  these  in- 
soluble and  irritating  substances,  and  the  indication  is  to 
relieve  it  by  throwing  the  work,  or  a  part  of  it,  on  some 
other  organ.  It  is  not  suOEcient  to  administer  Vichy  water 
or  other  alfcdine  substances,  which  by  dissolving  the  uric 
acid  and  urates  simply  hide  the  enemy  without  prevRuting 
its  presence.     Such  a  course  is  aptly  compared  by  Bir 
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Henry  Tliompson  to  tliat  of  tlie  fabled  ostrich  which  is 
8aid  to  bury  its  head  in  the  t^and  when  puraued,  and  believeR 
itself  secure  because  it  no  longer  sees  its  enemy.  There 
may  be,  it  is  true,  palliation  of  symptoms  by  such  treat- 
titcnt,  and  the  patient  may  be  for  the  time  relieved  as  well 
as  comforted  by  tiie  fact  that  he  no  ](M]^er  sees  the  deposits, 
but  they  will  often  return  when  the  remedies  are  discon- 
tinued. 

This  is,  of  course,  adraittin^i^  a  purely  chemical  action  of 
alkalies  in  promoting  the  solution  of  uric  acid;  but  it  is  too 
sweeping  an  assertion  w^ith  regard  to  the  valuable  citrates, 
tartrates  and  acetates  previously  alluded  to,  which  have 
been  show^n  by  Drs.  D.  Campbell  Black,  Basham,  and  Geo. 
Hurley  to  have  something  more  than  an  action  of  this  khid, 
and  to  possess  also,  wdien  administered,  an  important  phy- 
sidogical  action  through  which  the  oxidation  processes  of 
the  economy  are  much  increased,  so  as  to  transform  the 
slightly  soluble  uric  acid  into  the  highly  soluble  urea — 
apparently  through  an  increased  activity  of  all  the  digest- 
■Jve  functions.  Nor  is  this  effect  overlooked  by  Thompson, 
who  alludes  to  it  in  claiming  the  superior  efficiency  of  the 
citrates  and  tartrates  over  Vichy  and  similar  carbonated 
watera. 

[Goooludfsd  in  the  next  number.] 


Yellow  Fever  In  New  Orleans  in  1873— Its  Spread  Ar- 
rested by  Disinfectants. 


Dr.  Alfred  W,  Perry,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  New  Orleans 
Board  of  Health,  states  {Netv  Orleans  Med,  and  Surg,  Jour- 
naif  November,  1873,)  that  yellow  fever  was  introduced 
into  New  Orleans,  July  4th,  by  the  mate  of  a  Spanish  vessel 
from  Haviirja,  which  arrived  on  the  2Gtli  of  June,  and  the 
disease  then  nlow^ly  apread.  *^  During  the  first  \veek  in 
Aagust  the  Boanl  of  Health  commenced  extensive  disin* 
fection  with  carbolic  acid  of  all  places  where  yellow  fever 
had  been  reported.  The  disinfection  was  performed  in  two 
different  ways,  viz,:  when  a  case  of  yellow  fever  was  re* 
ported,  all  the  yards,  alleys  and  drains  in  the  square  were 
sprinkled  with  carbolic  acid  by  hand  sprinkling-pot^;  about 
seventy  gallons  of  the  carbolic  acid  were  used  per  square. 
This  was  done  to  destroy  any  disease-germs  that  mi^lit  be 
oil  the  ground  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease- 
geroid  over  the  other  parts  of  the  same  square*  Thirty  entire 
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Bquares  and  twenty-one  iMil^squares  where  yellow  fever 
had  occurred  were  thus  disinfected  in  the  Fourth  Dintrict, 
and  in  onK  seven  of  these  ureas  disinfected  were  there 
any  Bobsequcnt  cases  of  yellow  fever." 

The  streets  were  also  disinfected  with  carbolic  acid  by 
sprinkling  water-carts*  Nowhere  in  the  world,  Dr.  P- 
says,  has  disinfection  on  so  extensive  a  scale  been  used. 
"  in  sprinkling  the  streets,  about  twenty  gallons  were  used 
to  every  one  liundred  yards  ;  this  was  repeated  several 
times  at  intervals  of  five  to  ten  days.  The  large  amount 
of  carbolic  acid  used  made  the  air  of  a  disinfected  locality 
exceedingly  irritating  to  the  eyes,  and  sometimes  produced 
headache  and  nausea.  These  disagreeable  effects  are  due 
to  the  naphtha  and  naphthaline,  which  constitute  the  im- 
purities in  the  crude  carbolic  acid  ;  these  have  no  disinfect- 
ing value,  and  in  future  a  purer  acid  sljuuld  be  used,  which 
is  not  very  unpleasant  and  equally  effective  and  cheap.*' 
He  further  says  that  a  few  cases  occurred  in  Mobile  and 
the  disease  was  extinguished  by  the  same  method* — Medtr 
cal  Times. 


Another  Hemostatio, 


Dr.  A,  Given,  of  this  city,  writes  us  that  in  pulmonary 
hemorrhage  he  has  ibnnd  no  agent  equal  to  the  witch- 
hazel  {Hamamdis  Virginica).  He  gives  it  in  the  form  of 
fluid  extract  (Tilden's),  though  he  says  a  strong  decoction 
is  almost  equally  efficacious*  It  seems  speedy  and  safe  iu 
its  action^  though  it  is  so  powerful  an  iistringent  that 
laxatives  are  demanded ^  if  it  be  given  for  any  length  of 
time.  Dr.  G.  mentions  among  others  the  following  cases, 
w^hich  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  mode  of  using  and  be- 
bavior  of  the  drug: 

Case  1.  A  patient  with  alarming  hemoptys^is,  to  wdiich 
he  had  been  subject,  took  a  teaspoonful  of  the  fluid  extract 
of  ham.  virg.  In  less  than  ten  minutes  the  hemorrhage 
diminished  and  soon  ceased.  The  medicine  was  taken 
three  times  a  day  for  a  fortnight.  Some  weeks  after  the 
patient  died  from  hemoptysis  before  aid  could  reach  him* 

Case  2.  A  young  lady,  aged  eighteen,  spit  blood  every 
two  weeks  during  a  period  of  two  years.  In  a  more  than 
ordinarily  severe  attack,  the  hemorrhage  was  quickly 
arrested  by  a  dose  or  two  of  the  witch-hazel.  The  medi- 
cine  was  then  administered,  first  three  times  a  day,  then 


Weeping  in  Children* 
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once  a  day  for  several  itionths,  since  whicli  time,  now  two 
y^ars  a^o,  she  luis  had  no  trouble 

Case  3-  A  mHiden  lady,  the  subject  for  several  years  of 
hemoptysis,  took  in  one  of  her  wciznres,  ojiiom,  lend,  turpen- 
tine, and  some  other  remedie.s  without  avaiL  The?  bleeding 
continued  tljronghont  the  night  and  was  more  profuse  on 
the  following  day.  I  now  admiriiHtered  the  witch-hazel  in 
doses  of  a  teaepoonful  every  twenty  minutes.  The  hem- 
orrlntge  ceased  lifter  the  third  dose. — American  Praciitioner^ 
January,  1874. 


Secondary  Disease  of  Both  Pneumogastrio  Nerves  in 
the  Course  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

Dr*  Zurhelle  relates  {Berliner  KlinlmliP^  Wacfieiischrift, 
No,  29,  1873,)  the  case  of  a  man  who,  in  the  second  week 
of  an  attack  of  fever,  was  seized  with  severe  pain  at  the 
level  of  the  cornu  of  the  thyroid  cartilage  on  the  left  side 
(and  later  also  on  the  right),  wliich  seriously  impeded  de- 
glutition* The  voice  was  clear  and  remained  so.  Nothing 
abnormal  could  be  detected  by  examination  with  the 
laryngoscope  or  externally;  hut  the  pain  was  much  in* 
creased  by  pressure  iu  tlic  direction  of  the  spine.  In  the 
further  progress  of  the  disease,  attacks  of  vertigo  and 
palpitation  set  in,  while  the  pulse  became  irregular  and 
sanlt  to  36  in  the  minute*  L;iter  on,  there  were  frequent 
^tacks  of  syncope,  with  clonic  convulsions  and  profuse 
vomiting.  The  fainting  fits  were  diminished  by  morphia 
iryections  ;  but,  while  the  temperature  was  still  high,  the 
pulse  remained  irregular,  less  than  40  in  the  minute, 
rneumonia  of  the  left  side  now  set  in,  and  with  it  paresis 
of  the  recurrent  nerve  on  both  aides,  as  ascertained  by  the 
laryngoscope,  and  hoarseness.  Under  the  use  of  iodide  of 
potassium,  the  violent  pain  on  both  sides  of  the  neck  at 
once  disappeared  ;  the  heart-beats  became  more  regular 
and  frequent,  but  hoarseness,  due  to  paresis  of  the  left  re- 
current nerve,  remained. — British  Medical  JournaL — Phil- 
adelphia  Medical  Times. 


Weeping  in  Children. — M*  Trosseau  considers  it  worthy 
to  be  considered  as  an  aphorism  that  an  infant  is  not  dan- 
gerously ill  so  long  as  it  sheds  tears;  and  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, absence  of  weeping  indicates  a  severe  disease*  He, 
however,  admits  that  exceptions  may  occur  to  this  general 
rule. 
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Caoutchouc  Electuary  as  a  Remedial  Agent. 


Dr,  Tlieodore  Varick,  after  having  for  fifteen  years  pre* 
scribed  cauutchouu  in  preference  to  cod-Uver  oil  in  certain 
ca.sea  ijf  |nilmQniiry  tuberculoi^is  in  every  stuge,  in  chronic 
bronchitis,  the  winter  coiiglis  of  oM  people,  and  in  chronic 
rheuiriatisJD,  desires  to  call  attention  to  its  use  as  a  reme- 
dial ageut.  It  it*  not  claimed  that  it  is  a  remedy  which 
has  any  specific  action,  but  that  it  diminishes  excessive 
nincons  secretion  iuid  KUppuratiun,  arrests  hemorrhage  and 
colliquiutive  sweating,  and  retiird^  emaciation* 

Prepared  in  the  following:  manner,  it  shook!  be  given  in 
doses  of  a  teaspoontul  three  times  a  day,  abont  two  houra 
after  meals : 

9  Caoutchouc  (in  thin  8lices),  51; 
Olei  terebirithina%  f^ii. — M, 
P  Sol,  caoutchouc,  fjiij 
Sacclu  aid.,  fsiss; 
Melli!-  (strained),  f^iiss. — M* 

"When  these  preparations  arc  mingled,  the  mixture  (coi> 
taining  about  two  grains  of  caoutchouc  to  the  tcaspoonful) 
should  be  of  an  opaque  yellow  color  and  thick  enough  to 
run  very  slowly  from  a  spoon.  One  hundred  parts  of  caout- 
chouc contain  87,2  carbon  and  12.8  liydrogcn,  while  cod- 
liver  oil  contains  of  carbon  37  and  liydrogen  34 — ;  so  that 
should  tlie  former  bo  available  as  respiratory  force  or  fuel, 
it  would  be  of  great  value. — Medical  Times. — New  York 
Medical  Rewrd,  November  15th,  1873.  « 


Preservation  of  Organic  Substances  by  Means  of 
Fuchsine. 

Gelatine  putrefies  with  the  greatest  facility  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  25  degrees^  forty-eight  Lours  only  being  required 
for  it  to  become  covered  with  mould,  to  liquefy,  and 
undergo  complete  decomposition.  If  to  a  solution  of  gelatine 
is  added  a  fifth  part  of  fuchsine,  it  can  be  preserved  in  the 
open  air  during  an  indelinite  period.  A  piece  of  beef^ 
w^eighing  fifty  grammes,  has  been  enveloped  in  blotting- 
paper  moistened  with  a  solution  of  an  bundreth  part  of 
fuchsine.  This  piece  of  meat  has  been  exposed  to  the  air 
for  several  months,  and  has  as  yet  undergone  no  alteration. 

Urine,  to  which  one-forty-thousandtb  part  of  analiue 
violet  had  been  added,  was  placed  in  a  test-tube  in  contact 
with  the  air,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  had  undergone 
DO  putrefaction. — Lanjerois,  Sevue  de  Therap.,  No.  9. 
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Sail  Rafael  Clinique. 
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SAN  RAFAEL  CLINIQUE. 

A  Case  of  Puerperal  Fever  successfully  treated  by 
Opium  and  Veratrum  Viride— A  Relapse  on  the 
Seventh  Day  and  a  Profuse  Critical  Perspiration  on 
the  Fourteenth— Above  500  Grains  of  Opium  and  200 
Minims  of  Yeratrum  Viride  being  used  in  Twenty- 
one  Days, 


Some  months  ago  I  published  in  the  **Clii^ique'^  a  case 
of  puerperal  fever  treated  by  opium  and  veratrum  vtride; 
I  now  present  one,  luiviiig,  it  Beems  to  me,  many  points  of 
interest. 

November  30th»  Mrs.  B.,  iet.  30 — the  mother  of  one 
cliild,  was  taken  with  hibor  pains.  She  was  delivered  of 
a  healthy  child  at  6  a.  m.  the  next  day,  after  an  easy  labor- 
December  2d,  at  12  at  night,  42  hours  after  confinement, 
she  wa^B  seized  with  a  chill  which  was  attributed  to  the 
room  having  no  fire-place,  and  to  the  window  having  been 
partly  open.  At  6  a,  m.,  December  3d,  I  fouiid  her  still 
chillyt  the  abdomen  tympanitic,  and  pain  on  pressure  over 
the  uterus  and  right  broad  ligament;  the  pulse  was  np  to 
120  and  had  been  higher;  respiration  about  20;  tongue 
clean,  and  tip  and  edges  very  red* 

For  a  few  hours  I  temporized  with  digitalis  and  small 
doses  of  morphia  and  Dover's  powder;  applying  turpen- 
tine stupes  to  the  abdomen,  and  then  finding  by  a  vaginal 
examination  that  the  right  broad  ligament  was  consider* 
ably  enlarged,  and  that  the  tenderness  was  rapidly  creep- 
ing over  the  uterus  toward  the  ligament  on  the  opposite 
side,  while  the  uterus  itself  was  dry,  but  not  swollen*  I 
applied  ten  leeches  over  the  right  broad  ligament,  and 
enveloped  the  abdomen  in  a  warm  stupe.  Convinced  now, 
from  a  consideration  of  all  of  the  symptoms,  but  especially 
from  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  from  its  peculiar 
qutckp  feeble  beat,  strong  at  one  moment,  and  the  next 
almost  extinguished  under  the  finger,  that  1  had  a  case  of 
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coramencing  iiitlHiiimatiori  of  tlie  neroui^  membrane  covering 
the  uteras  uDt]  tlie  ri^bt  bronri  ligameut,  to  deal  with;  I 
decided  to  place  lier  on  opium  and  veratruni  viride,  Frmii 
six  in  the  morning  until  ton  at  night  I  had  given  hor 
digitalis  and  several  grains  of  morphia,  the  puisne  all  the 
time  running  np,  I  now  i^tubsti tilted  veratrmii  viride  (using 
Norwood's  saturated  tiiictnre  and  McMonn's  elixir  of 
opium)  for  tlie  digitalis,  Dover's*  powder  and  morphia  be- 
fore used.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  folhnving  table  that 
the  original  attack  yielded  to  a  moderate  amount  of  opium 
and  veratrum,  only  about  fifty  grains  of  the  former  and 
ivboat  sixty  minims  of  the  latter  being  used  : 


OhIU  fortj-two  hotirA  liter  lubor,  at  1^  v.  u. 
7Ir«td»7 Pa]Ae«  l»l>-100..DiglUlit,  ^  1110... Ver.  Vii-.»  20  mn.. Opium,  10 


Becood  day 
Third  day.... ...«. 

Fourth  d«j 

Filtliday 

Bixthday 

Bevcntb  daj ., 

Eighth  dAy 

Ninth  day 

TwntJidKy 

£lc)veutb  dBy.«... 
Twelfth  Diy....*. 
Thirteeuth  dty.... 
Fonrteenth  day... 

Flfteentta  day 

Slzteeotb  diy..*.. 
fteveiiteenih  day.. 
£ight«Mitb  dfty... 
llliieto«Dtii  day . . . 
Twentieth  day. , . . 
TwcmtT-ftrflt  day.. 
Twenty-Hocoud  day 
Twenty 'third  day. 
Tweoty-fourth  day 
Twenty-ftftb  day* 
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Ohill  during  night. 

104-08 "  a    *' 

100^  8ft. ,.        "         19    * 

«&-  82.. ..,..        •*  S    •' 

124-96 ...*....         "         »   •" 

H>8-  72.. "         10    *' 

128- 90.. „ •'  9    *' 

110-  60 "         11    »• 

»5-  55... "         18    '* 

ISLe^rj  critical  perapiratloti  for  four  hours. 

110-  6ft ..Ver.  Vlr.,2fl    " 

10f>-  46.. ♦*  11    •' 

104-70 •*  7    *' 

lOfl-  SO Btimulihiiti 

Illt-B«.,... 

Hi-  89 

116-70         Stlmuluito  T».  Vlr. 

95-  65  **  

83-75  *• 

83-70  **  ,. , ,, 

81^08  " 

At  10  P.M.  paaec'd  urino  without  the  aid  of  the  eathoter,  for  the  flrat  tlm* since  the  attack. 

The  iibove  is  an  approximation  only,  and  accounts  for 
about  460  grains  of  opium  and  190  of  veratrum.  There 
were  used  during  the  case,  thirteen  ouDces  of  McMuon'a 
©bxir  of  opium,  24  grains  of  crude  opium,  and  one  ounce 
of  Magendie^d  solution  of  morphia,  equivalent  to  572  grains 
of  opiam,  and  240  minims  of  Norwood's  veratrnm  viride. 
The  deference  between  the  total  of  the  table  and  quantity 
expended  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  smali  losses,  and  by  use 
in  enemata,  etc.,  which  the  attendant  neglected  to  record. 
I  think,  then,  that  I  can  safely  fix  the  amount  of  opium 
taken  as  at  least  500  grains,  and  of  veratrum  as  over  200 
minims. 
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On  the  sixth  day  the  pulse  came  down  to  72  under  the 
use  of  small  doses  of  opuitn»  and  I  felt  convinced  that  the 
disease  was  safely  in  hand.  UnfortunFitely  during  the 
night  t}»b  attendant  neglected  to  keep  up  the  alcohol  stove, 
which  I  had  caused  to  he  placed  in  the  room,  and  the 
result  of  this  negligence  was  a  second  severe  chill, causing 
an  increase  in  the  quantit_y  of  opium  and  veratruoi  viride 
inecessary  to  keep  the  pulse  within  bounds.  Meanwhile 
'the  inflammation  attacked  the  serous  coverings  of  the  left 
broad  ligament,  as  was  shown  by  occasional  vaginal  exam- 
ioatious,  still  n  moderate  quantity  of  opium  and  veratrum 
answered.  On  the  tei»th  day  tlie  body  of  the  uterus  was 
much  swollen,  and  the  os  much  enlarged  and  painful  on 
pressure.  An  increased  amount  of  both  drugs  was  now 
necessary  to  keep  the  pulse  down.  Frequent  cold  chills 
were  complained  of,  followed  by  cold  perspiration.  Tliese 
I  considered  as  signs  that  the  uterus  waa  itself  attacked* 
I  caused  the  stupes  to  be  constantly  changed,  had  the 
aheets  removed  from  the  bed,  and  the  body  clothed  in  flan- 
nel. The  quantity  of  opium  varied  now.  Thus  on  the  tenth 
day  38  grains  %vas  used;  on  the  eleventh,  33  grains  only; 
on  the  twelfth,  68  grains;  on  the  thirteenth  only  38  grains. 
From  the  fourteenth  to  the  sixteenth  the  quantities  ran 
rapidly  up;  first  on  the  fourteenth  to  46  grains,  on  the 
fifteenth  to  64  grains,  and  on  the  sixteenth  to  80  grains* 
On  the  fifteenth  the  veratrum  given  amounted  to  26  minims. 
After  the  sixteenth  the  force  uf  the  disease  abated.  Thus 
on  the  seventeenth  day  only  9  grains  of  opium  were  re- 
quired. The  uterus  now  rapidly  lessened  in  siase,  the  vagina 
became  moist.  Between  the  fourteenth  and  ilfteenth 
there  was  a  profuse  warm  perspiration  that  drenched 
the  clothes  and  lasted  several  hours;  still,  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  the  opium  and  veratrum  had  to  be  increased. 
This  perspiration  seemed  critical;  the  patient  felt 
better  for  it.  She  had  afterwards  cold  sweats  which 
required  careful  watching  to  prevent  their  causing  chills- 
After  the  seventeenth  day  the  opium  and  veratrum  may  be 
mid  to  have  been  stopped.    From  the  first  to  the  fifth  day  of 
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the  disease,  no  food  of  imy  kind  waa  given.  After  this,  small 
quantities  of  beef  teu  and  raw  beef  juice  only,  and  stimu- 
lants according  to  the  pnlne.  Fmrn  the  ei«j;hteeiilli  day  Htiiiau- 
lants  were  freely  given  in  the  form  of  brandy,  Bherry^  port 
and  pnrter— quinine  and  cinchona  were  nko  used.  On  the 
fourth  day  an  enema  waa  given,  which  not  acting,  x  gr8.  ot 
calomel  and  a  tablespoonfal  of  castor  oil  were  administered. 
These  operated  three  timea,  bringing  down  the  pnlse.  On  the 
eighth  day  I  also  repeated  the  calomel  and  oil;  on  the  four- 
teenth day  the  bowels  were  opened  by  an  enema;  much 
pain  was  experienced  at  stool  and  a  little  blood  passed;  no 
urine  was  passed  except  by  the  use  of  a  catheter  for 
twenty-five  days.  I  believe  that  slight  adliesions  existed 
between  the  uterus,  bladder  and  rectum,  which  were  broken 
up. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make  about  the 
use  of  opium  and  veratrtim,  and  first  of  opium.  The  quan- 
tity given,  even  where  80  grains  were  taken  in  twenty-four 
hours,  did  not  produce  sleep,  did  not  contract  the  pupils  to 
any  extent;  indeed,  throughout  the  disease  the  pupils  re- 
mained about  half  the  usual  size,  and  I  could  perceive  no 
effect  on  them  of  the  opium  given.  Sometimes  when  I 
appeared  to  be  loosing  control  of  the  pulse  by  opium,  a 
few  doses  of  veratrum  viride  w^ould  once  again  bring  it 
under  the  power  of  moderate  doses  of  that  agent,  I  might 
perhaps  with  opium  alone  have  controlled  it,  but  the  quan- 
tity of  that  drug  that  would  have  been  required,  would 
have  been  very  great. 

With  regard  to  veratrum,  I  found  it  beat  to  commence 
with  full  doses,  giving  one  of  6-8  minims  at  first,  and  then 
a  drop  or  two  every  hour,  until  the  pulse  began  to  fall — it 
usually  continued  to  fall  for  some  three  hours,  and  I  was 
frequently  corapellorl  to  give  opium  and  stimulants.  I  be- 
lieve the  veratrum  acts  better  after  it  has  vomited,  but 
subsequently  I  prefer  to  use  only  just  enough  to  produce 
Blight  nausea  from  time  to  time,  and  to  control  the  pulse  if 
it  still  runs  up  with  opium. 

Many  remarks  might  be  made  in  this  connection.  I  will 
conclude,  however,  by  saying,  that  in  my  belief  the  500 
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graiiiH  of  opium  used  would  have  amounted  to  over  1,000, 
had  that  agent  alone  been  used  in  this  case;  while  had 
veratrani  viride  been  solely  made  use  of,  much  nausea  and 
vomiting  I  believe  would  have  been  produced,  followed  by 
great  prostration,  and  I  doubt  greatly  if  the  pulse  would 
have  been  held  aufficiently  within  check.  Both»  like  the 
enaffle  and  curb  when  used  together,  controlled  the  force 
of  the  hearts  action ^  without  unnecessarily  undermining 
the  strength. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  the  patient  has  rapidly  re- 
gained her  Rtreogth.  and  has  since  undergone  a  slight 
surgical  operation  for  the  removal  of  a  tumor,  and  has  re- 
covered  from  this  also,  and  is  now  daily  out  of  doors. 


Treatment  of  Puerperal  Convulsions. 


BY    C.    T,    DEANE,  M.D.,  PROFESSOR    PISEASER  OP   WOMEI^   AND 
CHILDREN,  UNIVERSITY  OP  CALIFORNIA. 


1  notice  in  the  January  number  of  the  Lancet  an  article 
entitled  "Notes  on  the  Treatment  of  Puerperal  Oonvtil* 
eions/'  copied  from  the  N^  Y*  3Iedtcal  Record,  As  the 
writer  truly  observes,  *^The  wildest  emotions  are  exceed- 
ingly apt  to  be  manifested,  and  it  is  towards  the  medical 
attendant  that  all  eyes  are  turned  for  assistance."  Any- 
thing new,  or  supposed  to  be  new,  should,  in  all  cases,  be 
published,  particularly  if  it  can  effect  any  good  in  such  a 
fearful  accident  as  that  under  consideration.  If  any  further 
proof  were  necessary  to  substantiate  this  remark,  it  would 
be  furnished  in  the  variety  of  treatment  recommended  by 
half  a  dozen  of  the  first  names  in  the  country. 

In  the  article  referred  to,  Dr.  T.  Galliard  Thomas  says  ; 
*'  Venesection  and  chloroform  are  the  two  means  for  stop- 
'*  ping  these  kind  of  convulsions.  Now  bring  on  labor  and 
**  remove  the  child  as  soon  as  tfou  can  do  so  sqfeli/'j  but  you  are 
**not  obliged  to  deliver  immediately.  *  «  #  i»he 
'  patient  being  under  the  influence  of  chloroform^  if  the  oe  is 
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**  closed,  the  warm  douche  may  be  nsed^  throwing  a  stream 
**  of  warm  water  against  the  cervix  for  twenty  or  thirty 
**  minutes  at  a  time  to  fuvor  the  softening  and  dilatation* 
"  The  process  of  diiaialimi  7nay  mosilt/  be  hft  to  nature,  and 
**  loithin  six  or  eight  /(ours  tftr  os  may  be  found  to  be  dilated  to 
**  (he  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches  in  diameier.  If 
**  the  fmins  are  of  moderate  severity,  the  case  may  be  left  to 
^'fiaturc  chiefly,  until  dilatation  has  taken  place  sufficient  to 
**  admit  of  the  use  of  the  forceps  or  a  resort  to  vert^^ion,  and 
"either  of  these  operations  will  he  performed  according  to 
**  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  There  is  generally  no  hurry 
"about  delivering^  for  the  %voman  is  under  the  injtuenoe  of 
'*  cMorqformJ^ 

Now,  here  we  liave  in  the  treatment  of  puerperal  convul- 
Bions  at  the  time  of  labor,  sseveral  contradictiotm.  In  the 
first  place,  Dr.  Thomau  says:  **Novv  bring  on  labor  and  re- 
move the  child  as  soon  as  you  can  do  so  safely  f  again  : 
"  The  process  of  dilatation  may  7nostly  be  left  to  nature.-^ 
Does  Dr.  Thomas  mean  ub  to  understand,  that  while  a 
woman  is  suttering,  or  threatened  with  puerperal  convul- 
eions,  that  we  can  leave  the  dilatation  of  the  os  to  nature? 
or  does  he  intend  to  sit  quietly  by  such  a  case  and  admin- 
ister chloroform  for  six  or  eight  hours?  *' There  is  gener- 
ally no  hurry  about  delivery,  for  the  woman  is  under 
chloroform."  So  the  reiteration  that  the  woman  is  to  be 
kept  under  chloroform  for  any  number  of  hours  she  may  be 
in  labor^  I  think  is  dangerous  and  absurd.  To  sum  up  the 
treatment  of  Dr.  Thomas  in  a  few  words,  it  is  as  follows  : 
Harry  up  your  delivery  ;  leave  labor  to  nature  ;  no  hurry 
about  delivering  ;  in  six  or  eight  hours  the  os  will  be  di- 
lated from  one  and  a  half  to  two  inches;  continue  to  give 
chloroform.  He  does  not  say  a  word  of  the  convulsions 
that  take  place  after  delivery  and  sometimes  continue  for 
thirty-six  hours.  Does  he  intend  to  continue  the  chloro- 
form? 

Professor  Edmund  Peaslee  snys:  **  Next,  in  every  possi- 
ble way  hurry  up  labor.''  He  then  goes  on  and  says,  *'if  the 
08  is  closed^  the  different  means  we  have  at  our  disposal  to 
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dilate — eponge  tents,  Barnes^  Dilators,"  etc* — hut  fitida  fiiult 
witli  all  these  because  they  are  too  glow,  and  advises  pass- 
ing tbe  band  into  tlie  vagina  and  dilate  tlie  08  and  cervix 
with  the  fingers.  He  then  says:  '*  We  can  wait  for  a  time 
to  see  what  nature  will  do^  but  if  the  head  does  not  come 
down  so  as  to  put  on  the  Forceps,  deliver  by  version."  Dr. 
Peaslee  clearly  does  not  agree  with  Dr.  Tiiomas. 

Professor  Loomis  recoraniends  the  hypodermic  use  of 
morphine,  and  thinks  chloroform  unnecessary- 

Dr.  Anderson,  ex-president  of  the  Academy,  thought 
that  *'  vent  mut*t  be  given  somewhere."  He  had  had  only 
partial  success  with  ether  inhalations,  but  xx  grs.  of  calo- 
mel, followed  by  an  injection  of  turpentine  and  soapsuds, 
was  all*povverfuI  in  his  hands* 

Dr.  Baxter  was  heartily  sick  of  chloroform,  but  relied 
upon  an  infusion  of  digitalis  in  Sss.  doses  everj  two  or 
three  hours  and  blooddetting. 

Lastly,  Professor  White,  of  Buffalo,  believes  in  opium  by 
enema,  but  not  hypodermicaily  ;  does  not  believe  in  calo- 
mel ;  rather  doubts  the  efficacy  of  bleeding  ;  but  croton  oil 
he  believes  in,  as  **it  irritates  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
entire  intestinal  canal,  and  in  this  way  operates  as  a  revul- 
sive." 

If  it  is  possible  to  get  a  more  various  and  unscientific 
treatment  than  the  above  for  any  disease,  we  should  like  to 
know  it,  and  certainly  tbe  remark  with  which  this  article 
was  begun,  that  we  should  publish  all  facte?  in  relation  to 
this  disease,  is  in  the  most  potential  sense  true,  I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  pretend  to  put  forward 
what  follows  as  the  par  excellence  of  treatment,  but  merely 
as  another,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  a  more  safe  and  certain 
means  of  controlling  wbat  all  feel,  who  have  had  to  attend 
^  rase  of  the  kind,  a  fearful  accident. 

Puerperal    convulsions,   few   doubt,   can    bo  controlled 

by  the  administration  of  chloroform^  but  the  idea  of  giving 

it  for  several  hours  is,  to   say  the   least,  dangerous,  and 

demands  the  constant  presence  of  the  medical  attendant, 

[While  all  admit  the  propriety  of  this  during  labor,  there 
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are  few  who  have  the  ttmo  to  remain  witli  the  patient  dur- 
ing twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  after  labor,  which  this 
state  necessitates.  Now,  what  we  require  is  a  drug  which 
will  act  on  tlie  nervous  system  in  the  same  tnauuer  as  chlo- 
roform, without  lU  danger  or  loss  of  time,  and  this  we  poii* 
gess  in  chloral  hydrate.  I  have  had^  since  its  introduction 
to  the  profession,  »ome  four  years  since,  quite  au 
extended  experience  with  it,  liaving  given  it  in 
hundreds  of  cases  of  ohdtetrics,  and  so  f^ir  witljout  a 
single  accident.  When  I  expect  puerperal  convulsions, 
I  commence  as  soon  as  1  am  called  to  put  the 
woman  under  its  influence,  giving  15  grs.  every  tw^enty 
minutes  until  sleep  is  pro^Juced  (it  does  not  interfere  at 
all  with  the  progress  of  hibor),  and  1  keep  up  the  action  of 
the  drug  for  twenty-four  or  tliirty-six  hours  after  labor  has 
finished;  very  often  the  albumen  will  all  have  disappeared 
from  the  urine  in  that  tijne,  and  we  have  no  further  fear  of 
the  return  of  the  convulsions.  If  a  convulsion  should  come 
on,  I  administer  chloroform  while  it  lasts.  As  to  the  deliv- 
ery, I  always  deliver  as  soon  as  I  possibly  can  get  the 
child ;  but  I  cannot  imagine  a  physician  sitting  quietly  by, 
while  his  patient  is  threatened  with  convulsions,  leaving 
everything  to  nature,  and  simply  administering  chloroform, 
while  he  has  so  many  resources  at  his  disposal  to  hurry 
up  labor  and  thereby  get  rid  of  the  exciting  cause  that  is 
tlireatening  the  life  of  his  patient* 

I  would  say,  in  conclusion,  that  last  month  I  gave  a  lady 
260  grs,  of  chloral  hydrate  in  thirty  hours,  controlling  per- 
fectly the  convulsions,  and  she  made  an  excellent  recovery. 
On  the  morning  of  her  delivery  (by  forceps),  the  test-tube 
was  half  full  of  albumen  ;  in  forty-eight  hours  tliere  was 
not  a  trace. 


Puerperal  Amaurosis  :  Its  Importance  as  a  Symptom^ 

Dr.  H.  W.  Williams,  of  Boston,  gives  two  cases  of  this 
fonu  of  disease,  occurring  in  his  own  practice,  and  adds 
four  that  have  already  been  published  by  Dr.  F.  Weber, 
of  St.  Petersburg.     He  believes  that  puerperal  amaurosis 
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has  some  relation  with  puerpernl  convulsions,  though  he 
does  not  regard  tlie  fornier  as  invariably  the  forerunner  of 
the  latter.  Indeed,  eclampsia  occurs  far  more  frequent* 
ly,  and  often  precedes  the  blindness.  Yet  the  occurrence 
of  amaurosis  during  parturition  should  be  reganled  as  a 
uyniptom  of  grave  importance.  The  presence  of  albumen, 
though  it  frequently  occurs,  does  not  seem  to  have  an  ab- 
solutely deterujinative  inflaence  ;  it  is  absent  in  some  cases, 
and  in  others  may  outlive  the  amaurotic  symptoms. 
Primipara^  are  seldom  attacked,  whik*  the  reverse  holds 
true  with  regard  to  eclampsia.  Fortunately,  an  attack  of 
tJie  disease  at  one  puerperal  period  does  not  involve  the 
probability  of  its  occurrence  at  any  subsequent  one. 

Dr.  Williams  does  not  recommend  anv  special  treatment 
in  these  cases,  though  he  advises  his  patients  to  avoid  any 
unusual  fatigue  or  exertion  that  may  induce  cerebral  con- 
gestion; and  if  amaurosis  occurs,  advises  great  watchful- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  physician  to  arrest,  if  possible, 
puerperal  convulsions. —  Bosto7i  Medical  ami  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, October  16,  1873. 


Treatment  of  the  Flexions  of  the  Utenis. 


BY   THOMAS  SAVAGE,  M.D.,  BIRMINGHAM. 


The  cases  were  tfikeii  from  the  out-patients  seen  by 
Dr.  Savage  at  the  Hospital  for  Women,  and  were  limited 
to  flexions  of  the  nulliparous  uterus.     The  object  of  the 

faper  was  to  advocate  the  use  of  an  intra-uterine  stem, 
n  all  cases  where  recourse  was  had  to  this  plan,  the  symp- 
toms were  improved,  and  great  relief  was  given  without 
any  of  the  dangerous  or  serious  after-eflfects  which  are 
sometimes  said  to  arise.  Even  in  the  case  of  the  unmar- 
ried, the  symptoms  were  so  severe,  the  relief  from  the  in- 
strument so  marked,  that  Dr.  Savage  did  not  think  it  right 
to  withhold  from  such  patients  the  benefit  of  treatment 
advocated.  Dr.  Savage  nad  used  intra-uterine  sterns  for 
retroflexions  and  anteflexions  in  forty-four  women  who  had 
never  been  impregnat^jd,  and  in  not  one  had  any  ill  effect 
followed.  The  dischai^e,  slight  as  a  rule,  even  w^hcn  pro- 
fuse, had  not  been  found  troublesome,  and  could  be  kept  in 
check  by  the  frequent  use  of  ordinary  stringent  injections. 
It  had  always  seemed  to  disappear  on  the  use  of  the  instru- 
ment   being    discontinued.    Dr.    Savage   had    tried    the 
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galvanic  stem  as  usually  soltl;  also  the  modification  of  it,  &» 
siigtreated  by  Mr,  Liiwson  Tait — ».  e.,  witli  a  bulbous  ex- 
tremity,  the  plain  vnlaujite  stem,  Dr.  Greenbalgl»'g  stein^ 
one  devisetl  by  Mr.  Rosh  Jordati,  witlj  a  perforation  near 
tbe  extremity,  tbrougb  which  was  passed  a  thread  ofindra- 
rubber,  after  the  manner  of  the  wihp:ed  caiheters;  but  the 
tendeney  of  all  was  to  dip  out.  Dr*  Chamber's  stems 
secraed  most  likely  to  remain  in  without  other  assistance, 
but  in  two  instances  they  too  escaped.  The  padlaek  of 
Dr.  Gruily  Hewitt  was,  in  some  cases,  an  admirable  con- 
trivance, and  most  frequently  remained  m  stiu,  Tlie  be.^t 
means  to  adopt  was  to  insert  the  stem,  and  keep  it  in  nlnee 
by  a  sbeH'pessary  cut  small,  or  a  small  ring  elongated  and 
moulded  to  the  size  and  shape  of  the  vagina.  The  sup- 
ports of  Dr.  Wynn  Williams  seemed  to  be  very  useful.  It 
did  not  seem  at  all  clear  why  the  stem  slipjied  out  in  a  few 
hours  in  one  patient,  while  in  another  it  was  retained  for 
weeks  or  even  months.  Dr.  Savage  gave  some  illustra- 
tive cases.— Ois^e/ncfli  Journal,  November,  1873. 


AlfOREXiA  Hysterica. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  fhe 
Oliuical  Society  of  London,  Sir  Wm.  Gull  called  attention 
to  a  f(»rm  of  disease  occurring  ia  young  women  between 
Ihe  ages  of  fifteen  and  twenty-throe,  and  characterized  by 
extreme  emaciation,  which  was  often  supposed  to  be  duo  to 
hitent  tuberclCi  mesenteric  disease,  or  so-called  atrophy. 
He  believed  the  cause  of  tlie  affection  to  be  central,  not 
perii>heral,  and  in  using  the  word  hysterical,  did  not  wish 
Ut  be  committed  to  its  strict  etymological  value.  The 
cliiiicardiaracteristics  of  this  disease  are  those  of  starva- 
tion only,  and  the  diagnosis  is  to  be  made  from  the  slow- 
ness of  tlie  pulse  and  breathing,  the  slightly-dojjressed 
temperature,  and  the  absence  of  any  sign  of  visceral  disease 
in  Ihe  chest  and  ab<Iomen.  In  the  treatment,  if  possible, 
a  change  in  the  domestic  relations  should  be  made,  food 
should  be  given  at  short  intervals,  and  the  patients  should 
nttt  be  left  to  their  own  inclinations  in  the  matter.  If  the 
exhaustion  reached  an  extreme  pointy  external  heat  might 
be  required;  but  the  principal  dependence  should  be 
phiced  upon  controlling  moral  nifluences  and  upon  feeding. 
— Bntmh  Medical  Journal^  November  1. 1873. — Philmfdphw 
Medical  Times,  DecemUer  12, 1873, 
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Case  of  Intra-Ocular  Tumour. 


BY  GEO.    H.   POWERS,   M,  D,,    SAN   FRANCISCO. 


Ott  the  10th  of  September,  1873,  Mr.  S.,  aged  36,  an 
active  business  man,  was  disabled  by  an  attack  of  rheu- 
matism, affecting  the  right  knee  joint,  and  accompanied  by 
pain  in  and  about  tlie  right  eye.  So  far  as  he  knew,  the 
vision  of  tliat  eye  was  always  normally  acute,  and 
he  noticed  no  change  in  that  respect  until  tlie  13th,  when 
there  wat«  an  appearance  as  if  a  curtain  were  drawn  gradu» 
ally  over  the  eye,  and  acute  vision  was  rapidly 
diminished. 

I  was  called  by  the  attending  physician  on  the  evening 
of  the  i6th,  at  which  time  there  was  severe  pain  in  the  eye 
and  temple,  great  injection  of  the  sclera  and  conjunctiva, 
turgidity  of  the  iris,  and  vision  was  reduced  to  perception 
of  light,  the  patient  being  unable  to  count  fingers  or  even 
to  see  where  I  stood,  when  his  left  eye  was  closed.  The 
pupil  was  moderately  dilated  and  immobile,  from  the  use 
of  belladonna  previously  applied  by  the  pliyaician  in 
tiharge.  With  the  ophthalmoscope  nothing  was  to  bo  seen 
except  that  the  lens  was  still  transparent;  behind  the  h^ns 
waa  a  uniform  absence  of  color  or  form* 

I  considered  it  a  case  of  rheumatic  inflammation  of  iris 
and  sclera,  accompanied  by  great  effusion  or  hemorrhage 
into  the  vitreous^  and  gave  a  favorable  prognosis*  Beside 
the  usual  treatment  for  rheumatism,  a  strong  solution  of 
ntropia  was  dropped  into  the  eyelid  at  frequent  intervals, 
hot  water  fomentations  applied,  and  hypodermic  injections 
of  morphia  given  at  night.  At  the  end  of  two  weeks  the 
pain  had  ceased  both  in  knee  and  eye,  but  there  was  still 
considerable  injection  ;  the  pupil  did  not  dilate  under 
Htropia  beyond  a  very  moderate  degree,  and  the  ophthal- 
moscopic appearance  waa  unchanged,  although  the  patient 
felt  quite  sure  that  the  light  seenred  much  brighter.     He 
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was  ordered  large  doses  of  iodide  of  potash,  generous  diet, 
country  air,  and  to  conthiiie  the  atropine  instiilatiaiit^;. 

October  lOtli — He  returned  to  the  city  vastly  improved 
ill  general  condition,  but  with  no  change  in  appearances 
of  the  eye,  except  a  lighter  hue  of  the  opaque  mass  beliind 
the  lens. 

I  then  asked  Dr.  Barkan  to  see  the  case  in  consultation, 
aa  it  was  very  evident  that  the  result  was  to  be  m4>re  Beri* 
ous  than  I  at  first  anticipated.  We  found  the  condition  of 
the  eye  as  above  noted,  and,  in  addition,  there  was  a 
marked  decrease  of  tension,  which  I  had  not  previously 
found.  We  were  also  in  doubt,  at  this  tinie,  whether  the 
lens  was  commencing  to  become  opaque,  and  began  to  dis- 
cuss the  possible  existence  of  a  tumour,  though  there  was? 
nothing  to  point  directly  to  such  a  cause  for  the  existing 
wymptoms. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Barkan,  I  ordered  a  course  of 
mercurial  inunctions,  which  were  kept  up  until  the  gumt» 
were  decidedly  touched. 

At  midnight  of  the  15th|  there  was  a  paroxysm  of  most 
intense  pain,  which  yielded  to  the  hypodermic  injection  of 
morphia. 

On  the  10th  we  found  the  tension  decidedly  increased^ 
and  great  tenderness  in  the  ciliary  region  ;  otherwise  tm 
change. 

October  2Lst — At  2  a.  m.  there  w^aa  another  j^ndden 
access  of  intense  pain,  following  which  the  tension  became 
about  normal,  and  the  ciliary  tenderness  disappeared. 

October  22d — We  found  the  tension  again  diminishedr 
injection  of  sclera  less,  lens  clear,  all  behind  the  lens  of  a 
milky  whiteiieoa,  vision  reduced  to  a  mere  perception  of 
light  and  shadow  ;  at  the  bottom  of  the  posterior  chamber, 
that  is,  by  looking  downward  through  the  pupil  and  behind 
the  iris,  there  appeared,  for  the  first  time,  a  line  of  red  ves- 
sels closely  laid  together  and  somewhat  raised. 

In  view  of  this  evident  rapid  process  of  disesise  in  the 
ciliary  region,  %ve  advised  and  urged  the  patient  to  submit 
to  enucleation.     After   further  consultation  be  consented^ 


Ooste. 


89 


"SikI  the  operation  was  performed  un  the  24thj  to  the  threat 
rehef  of  the  patieritj  who  seernerl  not  to  have  realized  how 
greatly  lie  had  suffered  until  he  felt  the  contrast  between 
conntant  pain  and  the  ease  and  cotnfLM*t  which  awaited  his 
recovery  from  the  effects  of  the  ether. 

After  the  eyeball  had  been  hardened  by  imraersion  in 
Millie r'a  flnid,  it  was  divided  by  a  perpend icolar  section 
made  through  the  optic  nerve  entrance  and  the  centre  of 
the  cornea  and  showed  lens  normal ;  vitreous  so  disorgan- 
ized that  it  escaped,  a  thin  fluidj  incoherent,  at  the  first 
incision:  choroid  in  ftitu]  retina  also  t«  sifUt  except  in  itjs 
anterior  portions,  where  it  wa^  raised  up  by  a  foreign 
growth,  which  sprang  from  the  ciliary  body  and  choroid 
and  extended,  as  an  opaque  membrane,  across  the  whole 
posterior  surface  of  the  lens,  developed,  in  its  lower  half, 
into  a  tumor  about  two  lines  In  thickness.  The  microscope 
ahowed  this  growth  to  consist  of  irregulari  uncleated  cells* 
surrounded  by  granular  matter,  and  I  consider  it  a  sarcoma 
choroid  a\ 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain,  although  the  patient  vvaa 
a  gentleman  of  unusual  intelligence  and  habit  of  observa- 
tion, whether  the  vision  of  the  affected  eye  had  been  fully 
normal  op  to  the  time  of  the  rheumatic  attack,  as  he  hud 
not  noticed  any  failure  or  change  in  that  respect.  It  is. 
therefore,  vain  to  speculate  wiietherthe  tumor  was  already 
developing  betore  that  attack,  and  wdiether  the  affection  of 
the  eye  and  of  the  knee  had  any  common  origin,  anv  con- 
nection, or  were  merely  coincident. 

I  i^tliould  have  stated  that  the  left  eye  had  commenced  tti 
sshow  signs  of  sympathetic  affection,  and  that  vision  was 
reduced  to  20-40  the  day  before  the  operation,  but  was 
quickly  regained  after  the  disease  was  r«*moved,  proving 
that  the  enucleatioti  w*as  not  resorted  to  too  soon  for  the 
patient^s  safety. 


Cofc^TB,  the  celebrated  naturalist,  was  almost  sightless  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  having  destroyed  his  vision  wiUi  the 
niicnmcope.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  8ixt3*-six 
years  of  age* 
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Malignant  Disease  of  the  Ear,  With  Paralysis  of  Some 
of  the  Cranial  Nerves. 


BY   GEORGE   C.   HAltLAN.   M.D., 
OpHtluilmic  nod  Aunil  Surgeon  to  tile  Cliildron*s  HoipitaL 


E*  0*,  three  years  of  age,  whs  brought  to  the  dispensary 
of  the  Children ^B  Hospital  to  be  treated  for  a  disease  of  the 
left  ear.  Slie  had  hud  scarlet  fever  a  year  btifore,  and  had 
not  been  in  good  health  since*  About  three  months  before, 
i^he  had  become  restless,  slept  badly,  and  seemed  in  pain, 
and  within  two  months  attenlion  was  tor  tlie  first  time  called 
to  the  ear  by  a  slight  liloody  discharge*  Soon  after  tliis  it 
was  noticed  tliat  she  liad  pain  in  swallowing,  tliattlje  part» 
about  the  ear  were  swollen^  and  that  the  face  was  drawn  to 
the  right  ^ide  when  the  child  cried.  Her  appetite  tailed^ 
and  she  became  very  feeble. 

At  the  time  of  examination,  August  4th,  there  was  a 
slight  amount  of  thick  pnrulent  discharge  in  the  meatus, 
on  removing  which,  a  large,  firm,  rounded  polypus,  the  size 
of  a  pea,  or  larger,  was  found  blocking  up  the  meatus* 
There  was  a  tluctuuting  swelling  beneath  and  behind  the 
auricle.  When  the  polypus  was  removed,  liy  means  of 
Wilde's  snare  and  the  rectanguhir  forceps,  there  was  a  con- 
siderable discharge  of  sanious  pus,  increased  by  pressure 
OD  the  external  swelling.  A  free  incision  of  tlie  external 
swelling  gave  exit  to  a  copious  discharge  of  offensive  pus. 
No  dead  bone  could  be  detected  by  the  probe*  The  left 
side  of  the  face  was  swollen  and  puffy,  and  the  mouth  much 
distorted  to  the  right  side  in  crying,  '^lie  left  eye  was 
never  closed,  even  in  sleep*  The  conjunctiva  was  free 
from  congestion,  the  pupil  movable,  and  the  cornea  clmr 
and  bright.  There  had  been  a  convergent  squint  of  the 
right  eye  of  long  standing,  but  the  mother  said  this  wa» 
increased,  and  the  left  eye  was  also  inverted*  The  left 
half  of  the  tongue  was  much  swollen  and  rough,  in  strong 
contrast  to  the  right,  wdiich  was  normal. 

August  8 — ^Tlie  polypus  had  grown  again  nearly  to  its 
foriiier  size,  and  was  again  removed  by  forceps  without 
pain  and  with  ordy  a  few  drops  of  blood. 

August  20 — The  polypus  had  grown  again  to  its  former 
8ize.  The  incision  behind  the  car,  which  had  been  kept 
open  with  difiiculty  by  tents,  was  now"  l^^p^og,  and  a  fan- 
gous  growth  appearing  in  it. 

On  August  29th  the  polypus  had  become  strangulated 
and  sloughed  off,  and  the  external  tumor  had  grown  to  the 
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size  of  a  walnut.  There  was  a  free  discharge  of  healthy 
jius  by  the  side  ot"  the  tumor. 

The  upper  lid  was  now  immovable,  and  nearly  clused, 
the  conjunctiva  injected^  and  the  cornea  dimmed, 

September  1 — The  tumor  had  increased  to  the  size  of  a 
hen'H  egg.  It  was  lobulated  and  had  a  bright-red  granular 
surface* 

The  upper  lid  was  now  quite  closed  ;  the  conjunctiva  was 
much  congested,  and  the  whole  cornea  was  hazy  and  its 
h^wer  fuurtli  infiltnitcd.  The  cunvergent  squint  Inul  nearly 
disappeured.  There  was  a  free  sauious  discharge  from  the 
riyhf  nostril. 

September  17^ — There  was  a  penetrating  ulcer  of  the 
cornea  witli  protrusion  of  the  iris  ;  as  the  patient^s  mother 
aptly  expressed  it,   *'  the  eye  seemed  to  he  melting  away/* 

Se[>tember  21— The  child  was  breathing  with  difficulty 
through  the  mouth  and  the  right  nostril,  which  was  much 
dilated  and  ex[>a!iding  and  contracting  laboriously* 

She  died  September  25th,  apparently  of  exhanstion,  No 
post-mortem  examination  was  permitted  beyond  the  remo- 
val of  the  tumor.  The  bono  at  its  base  was  found  rough- 
ened and  eroded. 

The  tumor  was  exhibited  to  the  Pathological  Society,  and 
pronounced  by  the  Committee  on  Morbid  Growths,  to  be  a 
round-celled  sarcoma. 

The  chief  points  of  interest  in  this  case  are  aflbrded  by 
the  nerves  involved  in  the  disease* 

StJch  extensive  destruction  of  the  waJlsof  the  tympannm 
could  not  well  uccur  without  aifecting  the  portia  dura  in 
its  passage  through  the  aqueduct  of  Fallopius,  and  causing 
the  comjilete  facial  paralysis  which  appeared  among  the 
earliest  symptoms.  The  difHculty  of  breathing  was  evi- 
dently much  increased  l>y  the  loss  ol  the  respiratory  action 
of  the  loft  nostril,  and  the  excessive  action  of  the  right  nos- 
tril WHS  painfully  apparent.  It  ia  known  that  section  of 
both  facial  nerves  in  the  horse  will  cause  tlie  aniinars  death 
from  suffocation  ;  and  we  may  well  suppose  that  so  young 
fi  child  would  find  greater  difficulty  than  an  adult  in  breath- 
ing through  the  mouth. 

Paralysis  of  the  sixtli  nerve  increased  the  convergent 
strabismus,  which  was  corrected,  and  the  ball  rendered 
inunovahle  when  the  disease  extended  to  the  third* 

Tlie  levator  palpebra*  was  at  the  same  time  involved, 
and  the  eye,  which  had  been  heltl  widely  open  in  conse- 
<juencc  of  paralysis  of  the  orbicularis,  wa^i  now  closed  by 
hdling  of  tlie  lid. 
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The  inflaramation  of  the  conjunctiva  and  cornea  which 
appeared  at  tliis  time,  presented  a  typical  case  of  neuro- 
paralytic ophthalmia,  without  donbt  due  to  paralysis  of  tlie 
fifth,  or  of  its  ophthalmic  branch,  and  a  point  of  special 
interest  is  the  fact  that  tlie  destructive  inOamrnation  of  the 
cornea  did  not  commence  until  after  the  ptosis  had  com- 
pletely closed  the  eye.  This  exchide:^  the  theory  that  the 
affection  of  the  cornea  in  such  cases  ia  always  due  to  the 
mechanical  injury  of  external  irritants  of  wliose  presence 
the  eye  has  been  rendered  unconscious.  Thou^ii  much 
weakened  of  late,  and  by  some  now  abandoned,  this  theory 
waa  at  one  time  generally  admitted  to  be  well  eatablished. 
Soelberg  Wells  speaks  of  tt  as  "  uncoutrovertibly  proved 
by  the  experiments  of  Snellen  and  others/' 

The  free  muco-sanious  discharge  from  the  right  nostril 
was  a  singular  phenomenon,  no  other  symptom  of  nerve- 
leeion  having  appeared  on  that  side.  An  increased  dis- 
charge from  the  uostril  of  tiie  affected  side  has  been  noted 
by  experimental  physio!ogit*ts  after  section  uf  the  fifth 
nerve,  but  there  was  no  excessive  secretion  from  the  left 
nostril  in  this  case, 

A  similar  increase  of  nasal  secretion  on  the  side  opposite 
to  the  injury  is  noted  iu  a  case  of  injuiT  to  tlie  sympa- 
thetic nerve  in  the  neck,  reported  by  J.  F.  Payne  (St. 
Thomas's  Hospital  Reports,  vol,  iii.,  new  series). 

There  is  a  bare  possibility  that  the  hypertrophy  of  the 
left  side  of  the  tongue  might  have  been  congeuitaL  But 
this  does  not  seem  likely,  as  it  was  so  marked  that  it 
scarcely  could  have  escaped  notice,  and  the  child  was  other- 
wise perfectljr  symmetrical.  Though  the  chorda  tympani 
was  necessarily,  and  the  gustatory  probably,  involved,  I 
am  not  aware  that  either  paralysis  or  irritation  of  either 
of  these  nerves  has  been  known  to  produce  such  a  result. 

The  nervousness  and  peevishness  of  the  little  sufferer, 
who  cried  whenever  I  came  near  her,  rendered  it  impossible 
to  test  the  smell  or  taste,  or  even  the  general  sensation- 
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Remedy  for  Chronic  Hoarseness, — An  eminent  physi- 
cian of  Philadelphia  contributes  the  following:  In  chronic 
hoarseness  arising  from  thickening  of  the  vocal  chords  and 
adjacent  membrane,  the  ammoniated  tincture  of  guaiacum 
is  often  a  very  efficacious  remedy.  It  may  be  appro- 
priately mixed  with  equal  parts  of  the  syrup  of  seuega, 
and  a  teaspoonful  given  two  or  three  times  a  day. 
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Buying  and  Selling  of  Medical  Degrees. 


We  are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  addressed  to  us  as  Dean  of 
what  was  Toland  Medical  College,  but  whicli  h  now  the 
**  Medical  Department  of  the  State  Uuiversity."     We  give 
below  the  letter  verlKifim  ml.  Uieratim : 
**R.  Beverly  Cole,  M.  D,,  Dean, 

'*  Dear  Sir:  Having  studied  mediciner  and  surgery  for 
the  past  two  y^ars,  and  bein":  compelled  to  give  it  up  on 
account  of  sickness^,  should  like  to  buy  a  diploma  of  your 
college,  outy  wishing  it  fur  the  degree,  as  I  do  not  intend 
to  practice  medicine.     Yours,  etc, 

"M.  Hass, 
**102  West  34th  Street,  bet.  Broadway  and  Ttli  Avenue^ 

^'  New  York  City.'' 

We  have,  at  times  since  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  been 
dispoded  to  consider  it  intended  as  a  joke»  and  at  other 
times  we  have  thought  it  to  be  serious,  but  that  some  mis- 
take bad  been  made  in  its  address.  In  either  case,  how- 
ever,  it  is  a  gratuitous  insult  to  the  State  of  California  and 
her  medical  institutions,  to  those  engaged  in  teaching,  and 
the  profession  at  large. 

We  would  have  Mr.  Hass,  and  the  rest  of  the  world, 
distinctly  understand,  that  diplomas  conferring  the  degree 
of  *'  Doctor  of  Medicine,''  have  never  been  sold  for  money 
by  either  the  Toland  Medical  College  or  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  California,  nor  is  it  likely 
that  they  ever  will  be  so  sold. 

It  is  a  fact  already  published,  that  to  obtain  a  degree 
from  the  latter  institution,  into  which  the  first-named  ha« 
been  merged,  it  is  not  only  necessary  that  every  qualifi- 
cation requiretl  by  the  best  and  most  honorable  colleges 
of  America  shall  be  possessed  by  the  applicant,  and  evi- 
dence of  the  same  be  furnished  tiatisfactorily  to  the  Board 
of  Examiners,  which  latter  include  the  Medical  Faculty, 
and  such  of  the  "  College  of  Lettres,"  and  of  the  **  Board  of 
Regeuts/'  as  have  received  a  medical  education,  but  also, 
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that  the  Board  of  Examiners  have  determined  to  use  their 
every  eflort  in  the  direction  of  elevating  the  (standard  of 
requirement  and  acquirement,  and  thus  make  the  diploma 
of  the  University  not  a  mere  certificate  authorizing  or 
licensing  its  holder  to  go  forth  and  practice  medicine,  but 
that  it  shall  mean  something  more,  viz.:  that  its  holder  has 
been  thoroughly  educated  in  the  science  of  his  profession, 
and  is  qualified  through  actual  acquirement  to  assume  the 
responsibilities  of  his  profession,  and  that  the  Board  who 
sign  the  same,  by  that  act  assure  the  world  of  the  facts  set 
forth  in  tlie  instrument.  lo  one  word,  they  are  determined 
that  the  diploma  of  the  institution  over  which  they  pre- 
side, shall  be  honored  and  respected  of  men»  and  that  it 
shall  have  a  staim  abroad  as  well  as  at  home. 

The  University  being  under  the  auspices  of  the  State,  is 
^n  the  best  possible  poeition  to  assume  this  attitude,  and 
maintain  it  at  any  cost ;  andsuch  is  its  intention. 

If  Mr.  Hass  liad  been  endowed  with  the  smallest  degre© 
of  common  sense,  he  would  have  informed  himself  as  to  the 
character  of  the  institutions  and  people  of  California, 
before  taking  this  step,  which  has  resulted  in  mortification 
and  disgrace  to  himself,  and  ought  to  send  him  to  the  State 
Penitentiary, 

Does  he  suppose^  that  because  we  are  separated  from 
New  York,  where  he  resides,  by  a  broad  continent,  that 
we  are  without  civilization  and  honor?  Doas  he  Dot  know 
that  California  boasts,  and  is  justly  proud,  of  her  escutch- 
eon, and  that  any  attempt,  come  from  whatever  source  it 
may,  to  tarnish  her  fame,  will  be  repelled,  and  hurled  back 
upon  its  author  with  the  force  of  a  thunder-bolt?  Should 
he  plead  ignorance,  then  he  is  to  be  pitied;  yet  in  the  plea 
we  have  evidence  that  he  never  ought  to  be  admitted  to 
practice  a  liberal  and  learned  profession.  If  his  application 
Bprings  from  effrontery  or  design,  then  shame  upon  him, 
that  he  should  desire  to  creep  into  an  honored  profession, 
by  undermining  its  walls  as  a  fslon  escapes  from  jail. 

Had  this  ambitious  indtvidualbeen  more  successful  in  his 
aim,  by  applying  to  the  **  American  University  "  of  Phik' 
delpbia,  whose  charter  we  believe  has  recently  very  justly 
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Keen  cancelled  in  Pennsylvania,  be  would  yet  have  felt  in 
the  profession  as  though  he  was  out  of  place,  and  very 
much  as  did  Piao,  who  was  told  by  Cicero,  **  that  he  had 
crept  into  honors  through  the  reputation  of  the  smoky 
busts  of  his  ancestors,  like  whom  he  was,  only  in  color/' 

If  this  man  **Hass''  has  any  sensibilities,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  castigation  which  we  have  given  him  will 
be  healthful  in  its  influences,  and  that  he  may  be  induced 
in  future  to  seek  honors  in  an  honorable  wa3' — through 
that  labor  which  is  indispensable  to  acquirement  in  any 
and  all  sciences.  ^\  Absque  sudore  et  labore  iiuUum  opus  per- 
fectum  eat" — Horace. 


Health. 


Under  this  caption  we  notice  a  leader  in  the  J?ee,  of 
Sacramento,  February  4th,  1874,  In  the  course  of  the 
article  mention  is  made  of  United  States  Senator  Sargent's 
bill,  introduced  by  him  on  the  3d  instant,  **  proposing  to 
establish  at  Washing ttm  a  Bureau  of  Health,"  the  general 
design  and  duties  of  which  shaU  be  to  acquire  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States  their  views  on  the  subjects 
connected  with  the  preservation  of  public  health,  and 
to  assist,  whenever  called  upon,  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  in  the  establishment  of  hospital  and  quarantine 
systems.  Should  Mr,  Sargent  attempt  nothing  more  while 
he  occupies  his  present  seat,  than  to  carry  this  bill  to  a 
successful  issue,  he  will  have  earned  the  respect  and  grati- 
tude of  the  entire  people,  not  only  of  this,  but  of  the 
United  States.  From  cjur  standpoint,  nothing  could  have 
been  conceived  that  will  contribute  so  largely  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  country,  so  far  aa  health  is  concerned,  as  such 
a  "Bureau,"  properly  organized  and  equipped.  Verily,  we 
are  beginning  to  believe  that  "out  of  evil  good  may  come." 
The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  a  Board  are  incalcu- 
lable, and  to  the  true  physician  need  not  be  enumerated. 
Such  Bureaus  exist  in  the  older  countrieej  and  the  results 
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have  been  a^toDiahinp:.  We  are  pronrl  that  the  idea  has 
emanated  frora  California,  and  are  disposed  to  give 
the  credit  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  or  its  intelligeot 
Secretary,  who  has  made  the  matter  of  public  health  his 
gpecialty  for  many  years  past,  and  is  indefatigable  in 
his  exertions  in  that  direction. 

In  this  connection,  wo  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  we 
reji^ret  to  see  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  certain  members 
of  the  Legislature  to  carry  rt^trenchment  to  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  the  **  State  Board  of  Health/'  or  at  least  to 
that  extent  as  to  cut  offentirely  the  salary*  We  are  in  perfect 
sympathy  with  tiie  general  idea  of  retrenchment^  and  if  the 
Secretary  of  thia  important  Bureau  iy  receiving  more  than 
his  servicer  are  worth,  it  miglit  be  well  to  reduce  the 
nmount,  but  not  cut  it  oft'  entirety,  as  no  man  of  culture  and 
scientific  att?unment  will  or  shoold  be  disposed  to  contrib* 
ute  his  valuable  time  to  the  inter0^it8  of  a  greal  common 
wealth,  such  as  California,  without  some  compensation. 

The  difficultv  with  unr  Legislature  is,  that  on  investiga* 
tion  of  many  institutions  that  are  under  the  patronage  of 
the  State,  they  fail  to  perceive  a  quid  pro  quo,  and  never 
permit  themselves  to  consider  the  fact,  aye !  patent  fact  to 
the  professional  observer,  that  we  are  yet  a  yonng  State, 
and  society  being  stiJl  in  a  state,  measurably,  of  chaos,  that 
it  will  require  time,  much  time,  to  organize  these  institu- 
tions and  Bureaus  so  as  to  make  them  perfectly  operative; 
but  shonid  tlieir  creation  be  deferred  for  fifty  years,  the 
same  difficulties  would  then  be  encountered.  In  every 
country  under  tha  sun,  experience  teaches  that  time, 
persistence,  intelHgcence  and  industry  have  been  indispens- 
able to  the  final  successful  result. 

When  the  Public  School  system  was  inaugurated,  the 
number  in  attendance  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number 
of  children  was  exceedingly  Bmall,  and  yet  this  was  an 
idea  that  aflfected  more  immediately,  so  to  speak,  each  and 
every  tax-payer,  than  the  matter  of  health  seems  to*  So 
with  every  other  step  of  progression — hme,  iime,  time,  is 
indispensable.      Now    that   Mr,    Sargent    has   taken   the 
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«ttbject  up  in  a  manner  that  promises  results  at  Washinpfton^ 
we  hope  no^ertaw^  obstacle  may  be  thrown  in  the  path  of 
our  "State  Board  of  Health,"  but  that  every  aid  and 
afisistance  may  be  extended  to  it,  so  as  in  every  way  to 
eneonrasre  our  Senator  in  his  efforts,  and  that  we  may 
be  enabled,  ere  the  close  of  this  session  of  the  National 
Council,  to  day,  with  pride,  that  this  most  important  meas- 
ure for  the  country,  viz*:  the  creation  of  a  **  National 
Bureau  of  Health,"  was  conceived  in  California,  and 
through  the  instrumentalit}^  of  our  representatives  wad 
made  a  law  and  put  in  successful  operation. 


San  Francesco  Connty  Medical  Society, 


In  our  July  number,  we  took  occasion  to  allude  to  the 
(to  use  a  mild  expression)  want  of  delicacy  in  the  managers 
of  what  purports  to  be  the  '*  County  Medical  Society,"  in 
transferring  their  place  of  meeting  from  Bush  street  to  the 
building  occupied  by  the  "Medical  School  of  Many  AUaseff" 
on  Stockton  street.  Our  remarks  were,  as  expected  by  us, 
misconstrued.  To  use  the  language  of  the  Pacific  Mtdical 
und  SurgicalJonrnal  for  August,  in  its  allusion  to  us :  **Not 
having  occupied  the  editorial  seat  long  enough  to  warm  it, 
topics  %vero  scarce  and  something  hud  to  be  written," 

We  w*ish  to  inform  all  interested,  tliat  the  editorial  seat 
of  the  Western  Lancet  is  nmo  warm,  if  it  was  not  at  the 
time  of  the  penning  of  the  article  alluded  to,  and  that  we 
are  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  removal  of  the  Society^ 
meeting  place  w^as  injudicious  and  in  exceeding  bad  taste. 

We  have  no  disposition  to  quarrel  with  the  gentlemen 
who  are  active  members  of  the  association,  yet  it  id  patent 
to  our  mind  that  the  removal  was  effected  in  the  interest 
af  the  college  or  school  whose  promises  are  occupied,  since 
DO  rent  is  charged,  which  fact  bears  on  its  face  design  and 
indirect  cupidity,  which  is  at  once  unjust  and  undigni6ed 
in  a  society  which  professes  to  be  a  county  organization. 
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A  county  society  is  presumed  to  be  composed  of  repre* 
seotatives  of  the  profession  from  any  and  e\*ery  portion  of 
the  county  in  which  it  may  be  located,  and  not  to  be  special 
or  exclusive  ;  in  fact,  it  should  include  every  regular  prac- 
titioner* But  if,  through  the  machinations  of  a  few  leading 
spirits,  who  being  (as  such  always  are)  active  members, 
the  society  is  governed  or  directed  in  a  manner  that  stulti- 
fies its  members,  we  unliesitatingly  pronounce  it  reprehen- 
sible. 

We  can  readily  understand  that  even  the  paltry  amount 
of  iicenty-five  dollars  per  month,  when  gratuitous  quarters 
were  offered,  seemed  enormous  in  the  eyes  of  some  of  the 
members,  and  we  also  recognize  that  this  fact  may  liave 
been  taken  advantage  of  by  the  managers  alluded  to,  and 
80  commented  upon  and  magnified  as  to  induce  the  '*8atel- 
lites  of  Jupiter"  to  acquiesce  in  the  suggestion  to  remove 
to  quarters  oiFered  *'  without  money  and  without  price," 

From  the  standpoint  of  economy  we  can  fully  appreciate 
the  argument  that  has  and  will  be  used,  but  we  believe  it 
to  be  specious  and  untenable,  since,  from  the  last  year's 
financial  showing,  the  association  is  not  only  solvent  but  in 
a  good  condition,  and  all  this  accomplished  whilst  it  was 
under  a  monthly  rental.  Why,  then,  require  its  members 
to  inconvenience  themselves  and  possibly  do  violence  to 
their  feelings  in  attending  its  meetings  at  a  medical  school 
building  which,  if  it  has  no  other  objection,  is  remote 
from  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  tends  to  identify  every 
member  with  the  interests  of  said  school  or  college,  when 
no  such  interest  is  felt?  Is  it,  as  we  suspect,  that  design 
and  cupidity  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  move? 

It  seems  to  us  that  fairness  and  decency  would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  at  once  securing  other  quarters;  or  if  this 
be  not  80  in  the  estimation  of  the  great  planets  of  the 
Society,  then  we  would  suggest  very  earnestly  that 
they  re-incorporate  under  another  name,  dropping  the 
misnomer  of  County  Midical  Society  and  substituting 
Mitiital  Admiration  Society^  or  some  other  name  that  will 
express  about  the  same  idea,  and  incorporate  in  its  Consti- 
tution an  article  which  shall  prohibit  any  one  becoming  a 
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member    wlio  is   not  an   admirer  of   its  leaders  and   a 
ipporter  of  the  medical  '*8choa!  of  many  aliases.^^ 

We  may  be  accused  of  exhibiting  too  much  feeling  in 
this  matter,  but  we  submit  that  after  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  injustice  of  the  move,  if  it  was  not  clearly  the 
duty  of  the  Society  to  have  corrected  its  error?  With 
every  wish  for  the  success  of  the  County  Society  when 
independently  conducted,  and  complete  sympathy  with  the 
sentiment  expressed  by  the  Journ^t  viz.:  that  the  Fat'ulty 
of  the  Medical  College  of  the  Pacific  have  endeavored  *'to 
promote  the  social  and  professional  relations  which  are 
called  into  play  by  their  assembling  (with  the  Faculty  of 
the  University)  on  a  common  ground  in  the  Society,"  he 
would  respectfully  ask  to  be  permitted  to  meet  them  on 
independent  ground. 

Since  the  above  was  set  up,  in  a  conversation  with  one 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society,  wc  were  made 
to  understand  that  the  Cotnmittce  recommended  the  change 
nnd  that  the  Society  actually  pays  the  enormom  month!} 
rental  of  \bi\  dollars  for  its  present  quarters,  including  gas^ 
instead,  as  we  had  stated,  receiving  the  accommodation 
'•  without  pt  ice," 

No  one  more  than  ourselves  regrets  that  the  Association 
should  have  taken  so  ill-advised  a  step  ;  and  we  believe 
that  if  they  will  only  jyermit  themselves  to  view  the  facts 
from  an  impartial  standpoint,  they  will  perceive  the  injus- 
tice of  the  move,  and  in  a  proper  spirit,  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment,  rectify  the  error* 

We  will  simply  suggest  that  it  is  a  manly  spirit  that 
acknowledges  an  error  and  expresses  a  disposition  to  correct 
the  same. 


Low  Standard  of  Literature]  in  Journalism. 


In  an  editorial  article  of  a  cotemporary,  under  the  above 
caption,  we  are  hauled  over  tlie  coals,  and  in  the  true, 
old-fashioned  fttyle,  so  characteristic  of  its  author,  accused 
of  using  bad  English  in  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  last 
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number  of  the  Lancet^  to  all  of  which  we  plead  guilty, 
and  confess  that  the  word  "tew"  was  used  when  we  ^hoiihi 
have  used  has^  and  this  is  our  crime. 

We  submit  that  such  errors  are  of  frequent  occurrence 
in  every  journal  and  book  under  lieaven,  and  we  doubt  not 
but  that  a  very  casual  glance  at  the  journal  criticising  us 
would  prove  it  to  he  amenable  in  a  larger  degree  and  in 
the  same  direction;  but  with  this  we  luive  nothing  to  do, 
as  life  is  too  short ♦  and  our  time  ia  loo  valuable  to  be  passed 
in  parsing  every  sentence  of  another's  composition. 
Language  is  intended  for  the  conveyance  of  ideas,  and  it 
would  seem  tliat  ours  was  sufficiently  plain  and  grammatical 
to  be  understood  by  our  critic  ;  and  here  we  are  inclined 
to  think  is  the  rub.  Our  language  is  rather  too  phiin  and 
our  ideas  are  too  pointed  to  suit  all  men  or  be  agreeable  lo 
all  tasles. 

However^  we  will  not  quarrel  with  our  good  old  friend, 
and  will  in  future  endeavor  to  spare  bis  "  cheeks ''  from 
being  caused  to  ** tingle"  by  any  display  oi '^ ginevous 
ignorance.*'  This  we  shall  feel  to  be  a  duty,  as  no  one  can 
possibly  foretell  the  effect  of  a  second  abstraction  of  blood 
from  the  body  and  a  determination  of  it  to  the  bead  of  our 
friend,  in  such  quantity  as  would  be  necessary  to  produce 
the  faintest  blu^h. 


Death  of  Dr.  Horace  H,  Wirtz,  U.  S.  A, 


Again  we  are  called  upon  to  announce  that  the  inexor- 
Bble  hand  of  death  has  been  stretched  forth  and  laid  upon 
one  of  our  brethren.  Dr,  Wirtz,  who  died  in  this  city  on 
the  24tli  of  last  month,  ^vas  more  than  an  ordinary  man 
and  physician  ;  he  had  received  a  thorough  education  in 
the  *'Belles  Lettres"  department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, being  one  class  (we  believe)  behind  Gen.  Geo.  B, 
MeClellan,  for  whom  he  had  always  the  highest  esteem. 

On  graduating  he  entered  at  once  upon  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  received  bis  degree  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  same  institution  about  1845.     In  1846,  he  was 
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appointed  assistant-surgeon  in  tbe  United  States  Army,  and 
np  to  the  time  of  his  death,  was  considered  b}*  the  medical 
corps  of  the  service  to  be  one  of  its  toost  accomplished  and 
profound  members* 

We  have  lieard  it  ofteu  said  when  in  search  of  informu- 
tion»  whether  in  chemistr}',  microscopy  or  practice,  *'go 
to  Wirtz,  he  is  the  encyclopaedia  of  the  coast,"  and  many 
have  been  the  times  tlint  we  have  followed  the  advice,  and 
sought  his  counsel  with  profit. 

Peculiarities  of  nature  frequently  stood  in  his  way  to 
advancement  in  rank,  but  no  more  leariied  or  genial  a 
gentleman  has  ever  graced  the  medical  corps  of  the  Army, 
and  in  his  demise^  the  Array,  the  profession,  and  the 
scientific  world  have  sustained  a  loss  which  will  long  be 
felt  and  not  soon  if  ever  repaired,    Mcquiescat  m  pace. 


Letter  From  Dr.  Qarvin. 


LooisviLLE,  Kentitcky,  January  14th,  1874. 

Db.  Cole — Dear  ^ir;^-Having  learned  through  the  news- 
papers  that  San  Francisco  is  now  suffering  from  an  epi- 
demic of  smalbpox,  and  from  recent  experience,  knowing 
the  value  of  good  *'  vaccine  matter  "  at  such  times,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  sending  to  you  the  enclosed  vaccine 
crust,  just  removed  from  the  arm  of  a  healthy  child.  Hop- 
ing that  it  may  assist  in  checking  the  terrible  disease  now 
existing  in  your  city. 

I  am  yours,  etc., 

Samuel  H<  Garvin,  M,  D. 

It  should  always  be  gratifying  to  the  profession,  and  the 
community  at  large,  to  know  that  Calilornia  occupies  a 
place  in  the  memory  and  hearts  of  those  who  are  more 
fortunate  than  ourselves.  We  take  this  method  of  thank- 
ing Dr.  Oarvin  for  his  kind  remembraoco  of  us  under  tbe 
circumstances,  that  it  may  have  the  influence  of  exciting 
more  of  that  spirit  of  benevolence  amongst  the  members 
of  our  pro^Bssioni  than  usually  characterizes  them* 
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We  are^  however,  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  we  have 
not  had  amall-pox  amongst  ub  as  an  epidemic  for  upwanla 
of  a  year  past — yet  tlie  humanitarian  spirit  which  actuated 
our  friend  is  none  the  less  appreciated. 


The  Siamese  Twins. 


Chang  and  Eng,  with  whom  tlie  world  have  been  famil- 
iar for  the  paBt  lialf  century,  died  at  their  residence  in 
North  Carolina  a  few  days  since,  and  it  is  reported  (with 
what  truth,  however^  we  cannot  answer)  tliat  Professor 
Pancoast,  and  other  eminent  anatomists  of  Philadelphiu, 
have  repaired  to  Nortli  Carolina  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  autopsy  with  reference,  doubtless,  to  settling  the  ques- 
tion, which  up  to  the  pre.sent  has  always  been  one  of  specu- 
lation, as  to  the  nature  of  the  bond  of  union — the  ligamen- 
tous connection  which  held  them  together. 

It  is  to  he  regretted,  from  a  humanitarian  and  scientific 
standpoint,  that  no  physician  of  nerve  was  present  at  the 
death  of  Chang,  as  in  that  case,  unquestionably,  an  effort 
would  have  been  made  to  save  Eng*s  life  through  the  use 
of  the  knife. 

We  shall  await  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  who  are 
interesting  themselves  in  the  matter  of  making  the  post- 
mortem examination,  and  then  give  a  full  account  of  tliia 
most  remarkable  freak  of  nature,  the  **  Siamese  Twins." 


Mortuary  Reports. 


For  the  convenience  of  such  of  our  readers  as  feel  an 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  statistical  tables,  as  to  the 
number  and  causes  of  deaths  occurring  in  San  Francisco 
during  the  year,  we  publish  this  month  a  complete  but 
condensed  report  for  1873,  which  has  been  kindly  furnished 
us  by  our  polite  and  accommodating  Health  OflScer. 


State  Board  of  HeaUlu 


103 


state  Board  of  Health. 


Abstract  firom  the  Reports  of  Deaths  and  their  OauaeB  in  the  following 
Cities  and  Towns  in  Oalifomia,  during  IToTember,  1673, 


I  jkxn  lowiia. 


San  Francisco .. 

Sacramento 

Petal  uma ... ..... 

Dixon 

Stockton 

Marysville 

Plucerville 

San  Diego  County. , , , 

Oroville. 

Oakland 

Loa  Augoles. 

Trackee 

Si.  Helena 

Napa  City , ... 

WatBonvillts, 

PolHom    , 

Santa  Cruz t 

HuUun,  Fairfield 

Colima. 

Trinity  County 

Santa  Barbara , . 

Redwood  City  

8an  Andreas 

Aubnrn 

Tulare  County 

Siakiyou  County. . « . . . 
Pla^ser  County.   ...... 
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Dr.  M.  B.  Pond. 
Dr.  C.  E.  Cleveland. 
Dr.  8.  Lyons. 
Dr.  C.  L.  Anderson. 
Dr.  8.  D.  Campbell, 
Dr.  Luke  Hoblnson. 
Dr.  J.  C.  Montague. 
Dr.  C.  B.  Bates. 
Dr.  Kirkpatrick. 
Dr,  C.  B.  Robertson. 
Dr.  A.  8.  Dubois. 
Dr,  M.  Baker, 
Dr.  T.  T.  Cabanis, 
County  Recorder. 


Remarks — Although  our  table  ehowa  a  large  proportioa 
of  deaths  from  Scarlatina  in  Sao  Francisco,  we  are  still 
happy  to  be  able  to  state  that»  at  the  present  writing 
(January  25th),  the  disease  appears  to  have  lost  its  epi- 
deniic  character,  and  is  now  rapidly  subsiding.  Owing, 
doubtless,  to  the  precautionary  measures  that   have   been 
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generally  adopter^  in  view  of  it«  comraiinicability,  the 
prevalence  of  Scarlatina  outside  of  the  metropolis,  has 
been  mucli  less  than  was  anticipated  in  our  last  tnonth's  re* 
marks,  and,  m  may  be  observed  above,  only  one  death  htvs 
been  caused  by  it  among  all  our  rural  towns;  That  the 
advice  given  in  our  previous  remarkfcj  respecting  the  tem- 
porary suspension  of  the  schools  was  predicated  on  sound 
principles,  has  been  proved  by  the  facts  of  the  case.  The 
deaths  in  December  amounted  to  eighty -one,  but  with  the 
advent  of  the  liolidays,  and  the  general  dispersion  of  the 
school-childreni  the  disease  began  immediately  to  decline, 
and  with  due  circumspection  exercised  in  restricting  con* 
valescents  from  attending  school  too  soon,  it  will  now  doubt- 
less die  out.  Our  statistics  thus  far  go  to  show  that  the 
special  subjects  of  Scarlatina  are  found  mostly  among  chil- 
dren of  the  school-going  age*  Thirty-eight  of  the  fifty-nine 
decedents  in  November,  and  fifty-six  of  the  eightyone  in 
December,  were  between  the  ages  of  two  and  ten.  The 
slight  liability  observed  in  the  history  of  the  disease  every- 
where, previously  to  the  second  year  of  age,  and  subse- 
quently to  the  tenth  yeafi  ia  confirmed  by  our  present 
experience. 

Teos,  M.  Logan,  M,  D., 
Permanent  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healtli. 

The  Odor  of  the  Breath  in  Diabetes  MelUtus. 


M,  Guenoau  de  Mussy,  in  the  Gazette  Hebdom,,  July 
19th,  says  that  for  several  years  he  has  noticed  that  pa- 
tients affected  with  diabetes  have  a  sour  breath  that  sraelfs 
somewhat  like  alcohol,  or  like  tlm  heavy  breath  of  the  ha- 
bitual drunkard*  In  many  cases  he  was  able  to  diagnose 
the  disease  from  this  odor  of  the  breath,  and  he  also  no- 
ticed that  with  the  decrease  in  the  amount  of  sugar  in  the 
urine  the  odor  disappeared  from  the  breath. 


Spiritualism  is  a  comet  with  a  small  body  of  natural 
fact  and  an  enormous  tail  of  guessing,  of  sensation,  of 
superstitious  and  ignorant  fear,  and  of  conscious  and  inter- 
ested imposture. — John  HaU,  D>  />- 
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Henry  Gibbons,  Jr.,  M.  D., 

Health  Officer. 


Yearly  Report  of  Deaths  Registered  in  San  Francisco  during  the 

Year  1873. 
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Henry  Gibbons,  Jr.,  M.  D., 
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A  Hand  Book  of  the  Theory  akd  Practice  of  Medicine. 
By  Freclc^rick  T.  Roberts,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,M.R.C.P.,  Fel- 
low of  University  College,  Assistant  Physician  and 
A8Mistnnt  Teacher  of  Clinical  MeJicine  at  University 
Collefire  Hospital,  Assistant  Physician  to  Bromptoo 
Consumptive  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  Philadelphia:  Lind- 
say &  Biftkiston;  San  Francisco:  A.  Roman  &  Co» 

The  work  of  Dr.  Roberts  is  a  coinprehonaive  res^umt^  of 
what  is  known  and  has  been  written  of  tlie  subjects 
treated^  hut  as  a  hand-book  it  is  altogether  too  voluminous, 
and  the  detail  of  arrangement  or  refinement  of  classifica- 
tion  19  decidedly  (in  our  juds^nient)  adverse  to  its  ever  he- 
coming  a  popular  or  useful  book  in  the  hands  of  the  stu- 
dent  or  tyro  in  medicine. 

Without  wishing,  or  indeed  there  being  any  reason  to 
detract  from  the  merits  of  the  work,  we  have  expressed 
oar  opinion,  and  at  the  same  time  take  pleasure  in  saying 
that,  had  it  been  designed  for  the  practitioner  as  a  book  of 
reference^  or  the  teacher  at  the  bedside  to  guide  him  in 
the  method  of  treating  his  subject  before  his  class,  we 
should  consider  the  labor  of  onr  author  well  directed  and 
its  fruits  such  us  are  wholesome  and  consequently  valu- 
able to  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  digestion  of  that  pro- 
found and  systematic  course  of  study  which  belongs  more 
properly  to  the  teacher  and  practitioner,  than  to  the  stu- 
dent in  medicine. 

Wo  have  never  been  called  upon  to  notice  a  book  which 
presents  a  more  acceptable  appearance  as  to  typography 
and  paper,  it  being  a  gem  in  these  directions,  but  the  size 
of  the  work  (being  upwards  of  1,000  pages)  is  too  great  to 
be  bound  in  one  volume,  unless  it  be  in  the  strongest 
leather. 


A  Treattsb  on  the  DrsBASES  op  THE  Eye.  By  J.  Soelberg 
Wells,  P.R.C.a,  Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  Professor  of  Ophthalmology  in  King's 
College,  London,   etc,  etc.,  etc.     Second  American 
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edition  from  third  English  edition,  with  odditions,  etc., 
etc.  Together  with  selections  from  the  Test-Types  of 
Prof.  B.  Jaeger  and  Dr.  H.  Snellen.  Philadelphia  : 
Henry  0.  Lea  ;  San  Francisco  :  A.  L.  Bancroft  &  Co. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  say  much  of  the  work  before 
us.  The  reputation  which  it  has  attained  is  too  well 
known  by  all  who  devote  any  attention  to  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  to  render  it  more  than  necessary  to  an- 
nounce, that  this  is  the  second  American  from  the  third 
English  edition,  and  that,  in  some  particulars,  it  is  an  im* 
provement  upon  the  formeredition. 

The  cuts  of  illustration  are  excellently  executed,  and  the 
addition  by  Dr.  J.  Minis  Hays  of  the  Test-Types  of  Prof. 
E.  Jaeger  and  Dr.  H.  Snellen  make  the  book  decidedly  the 
most  complete  and  valuable  of  any  similar  treatise  in  the 
English  language. 

Second  Biennial  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
OF  California.    For  the  years  1871, 1872  and  1873. 

This  report  has  beeh  furnished  us  through  the  politeness 
of  the  "Permanent  Secretary"  of  the  Board,  Prof.  Thos. 
M.  Logan,  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  bear  testimony 
to  its  completeness  of  arrangement  and  vast  amount  of  use- 
ful information  presented.  The  diagrams,  tables  and  text 
are  pregnant  with  important  facts,  which,  from  a  scientific 
point  of  view,  render  the  volume  invaluable  for  future  ref- 
erence ;  and  we  hope  the  appropriation  of  funds  by  the 
State  Legislature  for  such  purposes  may  be  sufficient  to 
enable  the  Board  to  send  to  every  physician  on  the  coast 
a  copy,  which  little  attention  alone  will,  we  believe,  stimu- 
late such  as  may  have  been  lazy  or  indifferent  to  such  mat- 
ters heretofore,  to  contribute  the  result  of  their  observa- 
tions in  the  form  of  regular  reports  monthly  to  the  Bureau, 
that  the  original  idea  of  its  creation  may  be  yet  more  suc- 
cessfully carried  out. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  received  two  other 
publications,  which,  for  want  of  space,  we  will  acknowledge 
in  the  next  number. 


r^TtA  t  w*n  ( J  tnnti  »ti  Ntt  rtt  I , 


T 


,1    WiTiuriiu.  Plj^*toiini{>li«<r. 


WESTERN  LANCET: 

'A  JOUBNAL  OF 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SCIENCE. 

FOB  MABCH,  1874. 


Skin  O-rafUng. 

BY  H.   H.  TOLAND,   If.    D.,    PR0PES80B  OP   CLINICAL    SURGERY, 
MEDICAL   DEPARTMENT  UNIVERSITY   OP   CAXIPORNIA. 


I  have  found  by  experience  that  small  portions  of  the 
true  skin,  with  the  epidermis,  when  placed  and  secured  in 
contact  with  an  ulcerated  surface,  very  seldom  lives,  and 
consequently  does  not  fulfil  the  indication  for  which  the 
operation  was  performed.  The  following  case  is  the  best 
evidence  I  can  present  of  the  truth  of  the  opinion  expressed. 
The  history  of  the  case  I  will  give  in  the  language  of  the 
patient : 

In  March,  1871,  I  received  a  slight  bruise  of  the  skin, 
about  four  inches  above  the  ankle-joint,  which  was  so  slight 
that  it  attracted  but  little  attention  at  the  time.  A  small 
scab  formed  on  it  and  remained  about  three  months,  and 
was  then  accidentally  detached.  The  ulcer  from  that  time 
spread  rapidly,  and  in  June,  1871,  I  applied  to  a  physician 
without  being  cured.     On  the  29tb  of  July,  1871,  I  was 
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admitted  into  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital.  The 
doctor  pronouDcetl  it  a  varicose  ulcer,  and  applied  acids 
freely,  which  caused  the  ulcer  to  spread  rapidly  iu  every 
direction.  The  resident  physician  then  engrafted  twerity- 
seven  pieces  of  the  skin,  the  marks  of  which  still  remain. 
This  operation  liaving  failed,  in  a  few  weeki^  twenty  more 
grafts  were  applied,  some  of  which  soemed  at  hr?*t  to  take, 
and  then  they  disappeared.  The  doctor,  after  treating  the 
case  twelve  months,  during  which  time  the  uTcer  iu  creased 
«lowly,  said  tljat  1  could  not  be  cured. ^i, About  that  time 
the  physician  was  changed,  and  a  preparation  of  zinc  was 
applied  until  all  the  soft  parts  were  destruyed  and  the  hone 
exposed.  Then  chlorate  per  manganato  of  pot.,  carbolic 
acid,  and  all  the  antiseptics  were  employed  without  tlie 
eliglitest  relief  being  afforded.  Having  been  treated  aliout 
two  years,  and  a  proposition  being  made  by  tlje  surgeon  of 
the  Hospital  to  amputate  the  leg  as  the  last  alternative^  1 
concluded  to  leave,  and  being  destitute,  I  was  admitted 
into  Dr.  Toland^s  ward  in  the  County  IIospitaL 
The  following  treatment  was  then  adopted  : 
Ilis  general  health  was  then  impaired.  Tlie  ulcer  had 
extended  nearly  to  the  knee  and  was  very  painful.  I 
directed  an  ontlsyidnlitic  mixture;  applied  simple  cerate 
and  a  bandage.  The  progress  of  the  nicer  was  soon 
arrested,  and  so  soon  as  I  believed  that  the  constitutional 
derangement  was  controlled,  I  applied  three  pieces  of  the 
true  skin  half  an  inch  square.  They  all  adhered,  and  in 
three  or  four  weeks  the  entire  ulcer  whs  cicatrized.  He 
left  the  Hospital,  and  after  a  few  weeks  returned  with  an 
ulceration  of  the  leg  about  half  the  size  of  the  one  from 
which  he  had  suffered  so  long.  The  operation  was  then 
repeated.  The  nicer  healed  in  three  or  lour  weeks,  and  he 
is  well  now,  which  may  be  seen  by  his  photograph,  which 
was  taken  three  or  four  days  ago*  Since  the  ulcer  liealed 
the  second  time,  the  cicatrix  has  been  supported  by  cotton, 
secured  by  a  roller  bandage,  wdiich  should  be  continued 
uutil  the  part  becomes  sufficiently  firm  to  resist  the  press- 
ure of  the  blood  produced  by  any  position  of  the  limbs. 


Randall,  Case  of  Wound  of  the  Hand,        113 

There  are  now  two  men  in  this  State,  who  had  suffered 
from  ulceration  of  the  leg  for  twenty-five  years,  and  have 
both  been  ^permanently  cured.  One  is  regiding  in  the 
Tuleg,  near  Sto^ikton,  and  the  other  in  Calaveras  County. 
From  the  result  of  my  experience^  I  am  satisfied  that  a  limb 
should  never  be  amputated  fur  an  ulceration  of  tlie  soft 
partBj  where  neither  disease  of  the  bones  or  joints  exists, 
and  very  seldom  even  when  the  former  are  extensively  dis- 
eased. The  cases  of  twenty-five  years'  standing  were  both 
permanently  cured  by  general  treatment^  combined  with 
simple  cerate  and  a  bandage. 


Interesting  Case  of  Wound  of  the  Hand. 


BY  W.  p.  RANDALL,  POINT  SAN  QUENTIN,  CAL. 


On  October  27th,  1873,  Isaac  Pearlman,  aged  29  years, 
was  at  work  in  the  Cabinet  Ma!iufactory  carried  on  by  N, 
P,  Cole  &  Co.,  in  this  prison^  and  by  some  unexpected 
movemen  or  jostle  of  the  machinery,  the  back  of  his  right 
hand,  while  closed  upou  a  piece  of  his  work,  came  in  contact 
with  a  band  saw,  which  was  rotating  at  a  very  high  velocity, 
and  quicker  tlian  thought,  the  metacarpal  bones  were  sepa- 
rated, and  all  his  fingers  hung,  dangling  loosely,  in  the  palm 
of  his  hand*  In  this  condition  he  came  into  the  Prison 
Hospital. 

I  immersed  the  woanded  hand  in  cold  water,  and  kept 
it  there  until  I  hastily  prepared  to  explore  the  extent  of 
the  injury  sustained.  Upon  examination,  I  found  that  the 
saw  had  carried  away  the  articulating  surfaces  of  the  four 
metacarpal  bones  and  the  corresponding  surfaces  of  the 
first  phalanges  of  the  fingers,  leaving  in  its  track  an  exceed- 
ingly shattered  and  fragmentary  appearance  of  the  ends  of 
all  the  bones  involved,  and  every  integument  and  tissue 
that  carae  in  contact  with  the  saw  was  lacerated  into  shreds 
and  densely  intermixed  with  small  comminuted  particles  of 
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bone,  and  an  interosseous  artery  between  tlie  metacarpal 
bones  which  had  been  attached  to  the  index  and  ciiddlw 
finger^  was  bleeding  to  the  full  capacity  of  its  calibre* 
With  thia  exception,  the  continuity  of  the  vascular  arrange- 
ment of  the  palmar  arches  supplying  the  fingerR  was  not, 
to  any  great  extent^  interrupted,  which  in  a  large  measure 
tended  to  determine  my  diagnosis  and  prognosis  of  the 
case.  V 

I  first  applied  Ferri  per^^ulphati^,  in  powder,  to  the 
bleeding  arterVi  with  a  firm  pressure,  for  a  few  minutes, 
which  liad  the  effect  to  controli  almost  entirely,  the  hem- 
orrhage* I  then,  with  tenaculum,  forceps  and  scissors, 
gave  myself  to  the  task  of  extracting  the  friigmeuta  of 
bone  found  tliroughout  the  wound,  which  required  consid- 
erable time  of  close  inspection  and  patient  labor.  Coagula 
having  become  adhered  to  the  exposed  ^surface  of  the 
wound,  I  prepared  a  mixture  of  glycerine  and  water,  equal 
parts,  and  carbolic  acid,  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  to 
ten  of  the  menstruum,  viz*  : 

0:  Aqaa; 

Glycerine  aa,  jv  : 
Carbolic  acid,  ^], — M., 

Which  I  poured  freely  into  the  wound,  dissolving  and 
removing  as  much  of  the  coagulum  a©  practicable  j  then, 
with  the  bone  forceps  as  good  a  face  was  made  to  the 
opposing  ends  of  the  metacarpal  and  phalangeal  bones  as 
possible^  The  fingers  were  then  consecu lively  placed  iu 
position,  beginning  with  the  index  finger,  a  stitch  was 
taken  for  each  finger,  tlien  a  strap  from  the  end  of  each 
finger  to  the  wrist,  bringing  the  edges  of  the  wound  in 
appositlor»,  using  continuously  the  above  carbolic  acid  mix* 
turc,  witii  which^also,  a  piece  of  lint,  two  thicknesses,  wa»i 
saturated  and  placed  over  the  wound* 

The  forearm  was  flexed  and  placed  upon  a  board  (impra- 
vised),  with  a  cushion  under  the  hand  and  arm  to  keep 
them  comfortable  and  the  fingers  (semi-flexed)  in  proper 
position,  fastening  the  arm  and  board  together  by  a  few 
moderately  tight  turns  of  the  roller,  and  a  strap  around  the 
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neck  for  support,  I  directed  pill  of  opiara,  two  grains,  at 
bedtime,  and  keep  the  wound  constantly  moist  with  the 
carbolic  acid  mixture. 

October  '2itK  8  o'clock  a.  m. — Pound  patient  suffering 
pain  on  the  palmar  surface  of  the  hand  and  fingers  to  u 
degree  that  suggested  the  Jvppraacli  of  tetanus;  I  prescribed 
chloral  hydrate  gra.  xxx,  wliicli  gave  relief  in  half  an  hour; 
back  of  hand  much  tumefled  ;  pulse  90 ;  mouth  dry  ; 
tongue  coated  with  a  whitislj,  chimmy  secretion,  with  some 
thirst ;  preBcrtbed  enema  of  sulph*  magn.,  which  moved 
the  bowels  copiousl}"  almost  immediately,  and  at  12  o^clock 
opiurii  grM.  iij  ;  after  taking  the  anodyne,  he  ate  some  toast, 
with  tea,  and  soon  went  to  sleep  ;  directed  following  mix- 
ture of  carbolic  acid,  with  which  to  keep  the  hand  con- 
etantly  wet : 

ft  Aqua  flnv.  ; 

Glvccrine  aa,   3  i ; 
Carbolic  acid,  ^i, — M,, 

Lnd  sulph.  morph.  gras.  to  be  taken  at  bedtime. 

October  29th,  7  o'clock  a,  m. — Patient  rested  some  bet- 
ter ;  pulse  80;  some  thirst  ;  hand  much  swollen,  but  not 
80  much  pain  as  on  yesterday  morning  ;  took  tea  and  toast 
for  breakfast ;  costive  ;  prescribed  saline  enema,  which 
acted  promptly,  and  raorph,  sulph,  grss,  at  12  o'clock  and 
at  5  and  at  10  p.  m.,  and  continue  topical  application. 

October  30th,  7  o^cloek  a.  m. — Patient  had  slept  botttjr 
than  either  of  the  preceding  nights  since  the  accident 
occurred  ;  says  he  is  hungry  ;  hand  not  quite  so  much 
swollen ;  pulse  80 ;  directed  pulv.  seidlitz  every  three 
hours  until  bowels  are  moved  and  morph,  sulph.  grss.  at 
bedtime, 

October  31st,  7  o'clock  a.  m* — Patient  passed  a  moder- 
ately comfortable  night ;  swelling  of  hand  subsiding  some  ; 
wound  looks  well ;  bowels  not  moved  ;  has  some  appetite; 
directed  enema  of  infos,  senna  and  oh  rieini,  and  continue 
same  applications  to  hand  and  anodyne  at  bedtime. 

November  lat,  7  o'clock  a.  m. — Symptoms  of  patient  all 
flomewhat  improved ;  removed  old  and  bloody  bandages, 
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etc,  and  applied  new  dressings ;  wound  liealtliy,  but  the 
backs  of  the  fiagera  very  numb  ;  directed  treatment  to  be 
coiitimied, 

November  2d,  7  o'clock  a.  m. — Symptoms  all  improved  ; 
continue  treatment. 

November  5th — Hand  ranch  Icsr  swollen  and  wound 
granulating  healthily,  with  aappnration  very  flight  ;  con- 
tinue carbolic  acid  in  reduced  strength  (1  to  60)  of  men* 
stniom. 

November  20ih — Pntient'a  general  health  good  ;  wound 
healed,  with  not  a  very  unseemly  cicatrix  ;  fiugers  stiff 
and  a  little  fullness  on  the  back  of  the  hand  ;  circulation 
and  senstitioti  becoming  gradually  re-established, 

November  25th — Patient  discharged^  with  instructions 
to  continue  the  support  of  the  hand  and  protect  it  from 
cold. 

Much  might  be  said  in  favor  of  carbolic  acid  as  a  dress- 
ing in  surgical  casps,  both  recent  and  chronic.  It  corrects 
the  ftjetor  of  the  secretions  of  ill-conditioned  ulcers  to  a 
very  great  extent,  and  prevents  decomposition  and  main' 
tains  a  healthy  condition  of  the  tissues  most  involved  in 
recent  wounds^  either  incised  or  lacerated,  and  greatly 
facilitates  the  reproductive  lunctions  of  the  system.  I  pre- 
fer glycerine  as  a  vehicle,  because  it  remains  moist  longer 
than  any  other  equally  good  application  that  we  can  so 
conveniently  obtain. 


Tinea  Sycosis. 

By   GEOBGB   a.    WOOD,    M.  D. 


Tinea  sycosis,  or  what  is  popularly  called  **barber's  itch/' 
when  met  with  in  its  true  form,  is  usually  very  hard  to 
cure*  I  have  thouglit  proper  to  submit  to  the  profession, 
through  the  medium  of  your  journal,  the  two  following 
cases,  which  occurred  in  my  own  practice  ; 

Case  1* — G.  D.,  a  farmer,  aged  26  years,  came  to  me 
suffering  from  "barber's  itch/*  contracted  about  one  month 
previously  in  a  barber  shop.     Ho  complained  of  an  itching. 


I 


Wood,  Tinea  Sycosis, 

burning  sensation  on  the  chin.  Hia  chin  waa  covered 
witli  small  pustules,  whicli,  on  being  opened,  discliarj^ed  a 
thick,  tenacious  mutter  that  dried  into  crnstH.  The  pustules 
I  found,  on  close  exami nation,  to  be  the  inflamed  hair- 
fuUicles,  and  on  plucking  out  the  haira,  they  presented  a 
frayed  appearance  at  the  roots,  like  the  strands  of  a  string, 
which  is  unmistakable  evidence  of  a  parasitic  disease  of  the 
hair- follicles. 

For  treatment,  I  tried^  in  rotation^  white  precipitate 
ointment,  weak  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate,  citrine 
ointment,  sulphite  of  sod:i,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  parasitic 
remedies  at  hand,  but  witlnuit  avail.  lie  came  back  eacdi 
time  complaining  that  the  disease  was  growing  worse. 
Looking  through  Niemeyer's  Practice,  I  found  his  treatment 
of  sycosis  so  peculiar  that  I  determined,  as  a  last  resort,  to 
try  it  in  this  case. 

First  I  removed  nil  the  crust  or  scab,  by  softening  it  • 
with  glycerine  ;  next  had  liim  shaved  as  close  as  possible, 
I  tlteii  took  my  little  sharp-pointed  bistoury  anrl  opened 
every  pustule  that  I  could  find.  Where  the  pustules  were 
con fl lien f,  I  made  cross  incisions  through  the  clusters. 
Likotlie  shaving,  this  scarification  was  not  nearly  so  painful 
as  might  be  supposed.  I  next  touched  each  opened 
pustule  and  cluster  of  pustnles  with  a  very  strong  solution 
of  Corrosive  sublimate,  made  by  dissolving  one  part  of  the 
niiblimate  in  two  parts  of  alcoliob  During  tlie  night  I  had 
the  part  covered  with  a  rag  thickly  smeared  with  white 
precipitate  ointment.  I  repeated  this  process  ^Ji\'^.^ry  day 
on  the  new  pustules  as  Ihuy  appeared.  At  tlie  en  J  of  a 
week  he  was  completely  cured. 

Case  2. — J.  R.,  tailor,  aged  45,  came  to  me  snfTering 
from  ^'sycosis*'  of  six  weeks'  standing  ;  symploms  the  same 
as  Case  1,  with  the  exception  of  the  disease  being  confined 
to  upper  lip.  He  had  consulted  other  physicians  without 
avaiL  Not  feeling  like  subjecting  him  to  the  rigorous  and 
somewhat  painful  treatment  of  Niemeyer,  I  tried  the  usual 
list  of  parasitic  remedies,  as  stated  in  Case  1,  but  without 
the  least  favorable  result ;  so  at  last  I  adt»pted  Niemever's 
treatment,  as  in  the  other  case.  At  the  termination  of  one 
week,  he  was  entirely  rid  of  this  loathsome  disease. 

It  only  remains  f<ir  me  to  say  that  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  this  method  of  Professor  Niemeyer's,  a?  the 
sorest  and  quickest  that  I  know,  and  so  I  would  recommend 
it  for  trial  by  other  physicians.  The  disease  destroys  the 
beard  so  fast,  that  we  need  a  quick  means  of  curing  it. — 
Philadelphia  Medical  Times. 
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Metliods  of  Surgical  Diagnosis. 


The  eminent  Mr.  Erichsen,  in  a  recent  lecture  reported 

10  the  London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  says : 

There  are  three  methods  that  yoii  may  employ*  The 
first  and  simplest  method^and  happily  in  surgery  we  have 
very  simple  methods  of  diagnosis — is  by  finding  one  pathog- 
nomonic sign.  By  '^pathognomonic"  is  meant  a  thiog  which 
ot'itself  indicates  the  nature  of  a  condition.  For  instance, 
a  person  complains  of  dimness  of  vision*  You  look  into 
his  eye,  and  you  see  an  opacity  of  the  lens.  That  of  itself 
determines  at  once  the  nature  of  his  disease,  cataract. 
You  need  not  ask  him  a  single  question  or  go  a  step  further. 
Again,  a  person  complains  of  trouble  about  the  bladder. 
You  introduce  a  sound,  and  you  feel  a  calculus  and  hear  it 
struck.  Thus  at  once  a  single  sign^  and  that  sign  a  path- 
ognomonic one^  is  determinative  in  itself  and  by  itself  not 
only  of  the  existence  of  a  malady,  but  of  the  very  nature 
of  that  malady.  You  determine  by  that  single  sigOj  not 
only  the  existence,  but  the  very  nature  of  ttie  malady  that 
exists.  Well,  in  surgery  always  seek  for  the  pathognomo- 
nic sign,  and  endeavor  to  determine,  if  you  possibly  can, 
at  once  and  by  a  single  sign,  what  the  patient's  lesion  may 
be. 

Now  the  second  method  in  surgery  consists  in  getting 
what  may  be  termed  a  *'  pathognomonic  group"  of  signs  ; 
that  is  to  say,  a  set  of  signs  which  singly  and  individually 
are  not  indicative  of  any  one  given  disease  or  injury,  but 
which,  taken  collectively  as  a  group,  indicate  incontestably 
the  nature  of  some  given  injury  or  disease.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  case  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  of  au 
elderly  person  being  tripped  up  upon  the  floor  and  being 
unable  to  rise.  You  look  at  the  limb  and  find  that  it  is 
somewhat  shortened,  that  it  is  everted,  that  the  patient  is 
unable  to  raise  it  off  the  ground,  that  be  complains  of  con- 
siderable pain,  and  that  you  feel  crepitus  about  the  region 
of  the  hip.  Now  any  one  of  these  signs,  sh<u*tening  of  the 
limb,  eversiou  of  it,  inability  to  move  it,  and  crepitus,  any 
one  of  these  signs  is  common  to  a  variety  of  diflerent  in- 
juries and  diseases  of  the  lower  extremity  j  but  the  group, 
taking  them  collectively,  is  indicative  of  only  one  single 
condition,  and  that  condition  is  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the 
femur.  Hence,  although  the  individual  signs  may  be  untrue 
in  themselves,  so  far  as  the  determination  of  any  given 
injury  is  concerned,  they  are  absolutely  true,  and  incon- 
testably 80,  when  grouped  together,    in  determining  the 
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nature  of  a  particular  injury*  That  is  the  second  method, 
then,  of  effecting  a  surgical  diagnosis,  by  getting  a  pathog- 
nomonic group  of  tiignti  or  Hymptoms,  for  it  will  do  for 
either. 

The  third  method  is  a  very  important  one,  and  it  is  the 
method  that  was  greatly  employed  in  the  French  school  of 
surgery,  and  the  employment  of  which  undoubtedly  led  to 
the  high  position  that  it  occupied,  and  does  occupy,  as  a 
diagnostic  school.  It  is  what  may  be  termed  the  negative 
method,  or  what  is  termed  by  French  surgeons  the  **  method 
by  exclusion.'*  By  tliis  method  you  first  of  all  ascertain 
what  a  thing  is  not,  and  tlien  by  excluding  everything  that 
is  uoty  you  arrive  at  last  at  what  it  is.  It  seems  a  round- 
about way  of  arriving  at  the  truth,  but  in  point  of  practice 
it  is  an  exceedingly  simple  way*  Let  me  give  you  an  illus- 
tration. A  patient  comes  to  you  with  a  tumor  in  the 
scrotum*  You  are  in  doubt  as  to  what  it  is.  You  examine 
it  first  of  all  by  transmitted  light.  You  find  that  it  is  not 
translucent ;  therefore  it  is  not  a  hydrocele.  You  examine 
the  ufjper  part  ;  you  find  there  is  no  impulse  ou  coughing^ 
and  that  the  cord  is  not  covered  ;  therefore  it  is  not  a 
hernia.  You  find  that  the  cord  itself  is  not  enlarged,  is  not 
tortuous,  and  vermiform  in  its  feel  ;  therefore  it  is  not  a 
varicocele.  Having  removed  hydrocele^  hernia  and  varicio- 
cele  from  any  possible  tumor  of  the  scrotum,  %vliat  have 
you  left,  Why,  two  conditions,  hicmatocele  and  sarcocele. 
You  find  that  it  has  not  followed  a  blow,  that  it  Is  not 
globular  and  uniform,  that  the  scrotum  is  not  discolored  ; 
therefore  it  is  not  a  ha^raatocele  ;  ergOf  it  must  be  the  last 
of  these  conditions,  and  that  is  a  tumor  of  the  testicle,  a 
sarcocele.  In  that  way,  by  determining  what  a  thing  is 
not,  you  speedily  arrive  at  what  it  is  ;  and  this  determina- 
tion in  the  hand  and  in  the  mind  of  the  practiced  surgeon 
IB  so  rapid  as  to  be  almost  instantaneous.  The  whole  pro- 
cess is  goinj^  through  in  his  mind  with  such  rapidity  that, 
as  he  lays  his  hand  upon  the  part,  he  feels  for  every  thing, 
and  he  finds  that  four  out  of  live  conditions  are  absent,  and 
bis  diagnosis  is  made  instantaneoQsly,  although  it  is  made  by 
that  process  of  negation  or  exclusion,  and  though  the  steps 
that  lead  to  it  are  apparently  complicated. — Medical  atid 
Surgical  Reporter^  Philadelphia. 


Base  natures,  if  they  find  themselves  once  suspectedi 
will  never  be  true. — Baco7u  ^ 
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A  Successful  Case  of  Abdominal  Section  for  Intus- 
8USCEPTT0N. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Society,  iu  November,  Mr,  Jonathan  Hntchinaon 
narrated  a  case  in  %vhicli  he  had  successfully  opened  the 
abdomen  for  the  relief  of  intussusception.  The  patient  was 
a  chih:!  aged  two  years.  The  intusussception  had  cora- 
menced  at  the  caecum,  and  wa.s  of  such  length  that  its 
extremity,  presenting  the  inverted  ilio^ctecal  valve,  waa 
extruded  several  inches  at  the  child *8  anus.  The  condition 
had  been  one  month  in  course  of  development ;  latterly  the 
case  bad  been  treated  as  one  of  prolapsus,  and  attempts  had 
been  made  to  keep  the  bowel  in  place  by  means  of  a  cork 
pad-  The  child  was  very  ill,  and  the  author  having  failed 
in  attempts  to  effect  reduction  by  enema ta,  etc.,  and  hav- 
ing had  experience  of  several  similar  cases  which  had  ended 
fatally,  determined  to  operate.  The  child  was  put  under 
chloroform,  and  the  abdomen  was  opened  in  the  middle  line^ 
below  the  embilicus*  Tlie  intussusception  was  then  easily 
found  and  as  easily  reduced*  The  alter  treatment  consisted 
only  in  the  administration  of  a  few  mild  opiates,  and  the 
child  made  a  rapid  recovery* — The  Medical  Record, 


Dry  Cuppim?  Instead  of  Taxis  in  Hernia. — I  have 

abandoned  the  taxis  in  liernia,  A  large  cup  is  applied  to 
the  abdominal  wall  ;  an  assistant  is  directed  to  stand  in 
between  the  legs  of  the  patient  and  elevate  the  hips  as 
high  as  possible,  while  I  produce  a  large  vacuum,  by  trac- 
tion on  the  abdominal  wall  with  my  cap,  and  the  weight  of 
the  bowel  retained,  together  with  the  atmospheric  pressure, 
cause  the  protruded  portion  to  slip  backward  to  its  appro- 
priate place  very  readily*  I  have  not  used  the  taxis  for 
twenty-five  years,  as  this  plan  is  by  far  preferable.  As  an 
alterative  in  amenorrhcea,  dysmenorrhoea  and  leucorrbcea,  it 
cannot  be  surpassed.  While  practicing  in  Logan  County, 
Kentucky,  I  cured  a  case  of  leucorrhceu  by  dry  cupping 
and  cool  water  injections,  in  the  space  of  three  months, 
which  had  defied  the  prescriptions  of  Dr.  Boas  Roberta 
and  other  physicians  for  eleven  years. — Da,  B.  H,  Wash- 
ington in  Nmkville  MedicalJournuL — Medical  Examiner, 


Glycerite  of  LnnE  for  Burns. — This  is  prepared  from 
recently  slaked  lime,  one  part ;  glycerine,  fifty  parts  j 
chlorioated  hydrochloric  ether,  one  part  ;  and  is  said  to 
soothe  the  pain  and  to  diminish  the  iDflammation.— -5'awM- 
er7i  Medical  Record. 
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Intentional  Fracture  of  the  Pemitb  to  Equalize  the 
Lenuth  op  the  Legs, — ^Professor  Rizzoli,  of  Bologna,  has 
treated,  with  entire  success,  four  cases  of  shorteoed  femur, 
by  fracturing  the  bone  of  the  sound  limb  and  shortening  it 
to  the  sameTength  as  the  other*  In  one  case,  a  girl,  prioi' 
to  the  operation,  scarcely  touched  tlie  floor  with  the  great 
toe  of  the  shortened  limb.  The  New  York  Medical  Record^ 
on  meotioning  the  case,  refers  to  a  surgeon  of  New  York, 
though  without  naming  him,  who  not  long  since  exsected 
a  portion  of  the  femur  in  a  sound  thigh,  fur  the  purpose  of 
shortening  it  to  an  equal  length  with  the  other  femur. 
This  was  prior  to  the  European  operation,— J/edtcoi  Ex- 
aminer. 


Eahth  as  a  Suhgical  Dressing. — Dr.  Alex.  Rattray 
{London  Lancet)  used  this  form  of  dressing  on  an  obstinate 
ulcer  of  the  matrix  of  the  gresit-toe  nail,  which  resisted 
every  remedy,  but  soon  healed  under  poultices  of  common 
earth.  Under  the  same  application,  the  cicatrization  of 
ordinary  ulcers,  wounds,  boils,  etc.,  was  equally  favorable 
and  rapid,  as  was  the  resolution  of  erythema  of  the  skin. 
The  dried  and  finely -sifted  earth  was  used  either  in  the 
form  of  poultice,  or  thinly  spread  ointment-wise  on  calico, 
or  simply  sprinkled  over  the  sotg.— Southern  Medical 
Mecord, 
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On  the  Nature  and  Essential  Characters  of  Diseases, 


Translated  by  A.  P.  H1.YIVS,  M.  D.,  San  Franeiaoo. 


[We  have  thought,  that  it  may  not  be  uninteresting,  to  the 
majority  of  the  readers  of  the  Western  Lancet,  to  present 
from  time  to  time,  aa  a  text  for,  and  a  variety  to,  the 
minieroas  original  articles  which  fill  the  Medical  Journals 
of  the  day  ;  an  occasional  translation  from  the  writings  of 
recent  and  well-known  authors  of  other  countries  ;  so  aa  to 
create  and  fostefj  as  it  were,  a  community  of  sentiment, 
and  an  interchange  of  thought  between  the  votaries  of 
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science  ia  distant  lands;  and  in  furtherance  of  this  object, 
we  venture  to  submit  the  following  paper,  for  the  perusal 
of  those,  who  like  ourselveSi  sometimes  find  leiaiire  to  pro- 
fit by  the  teachings  of  fellow-workers  in  the  cause  of  Medi- 
cal Science.] 

After  examining  successfully  each  of  the  principal  subjects, 
which  properly  pertain  to  the  domain  of  general  pathology, 
we  find  ourselves  uuder  the  necessity  of  sayiug  something  of 
that  part,  which  may  be  termed  tbe  hypoiheiical,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  those  fundamental  doctrines,  which  have 
been  received  and  adopted  at  the  present  day.  In  doing 
BO,  we  will  not  only  more  thoroughly  understand  the  diffi- 
culties which  encompass  us,  in  traversing  the  labyrinth  of 
disease,  but  by  knowing  our  own  weakness,  be  better  pre* 
pared  to  arrive  at  tbe  knowledge  of  what  is  true. 

We  will  endeavor  first  to  establish  the  meaning  of  the 
term  disease^  and  tben  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the 
means  we  possess  of  enlightening  ourselves  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  study. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  disease  consists  essentially 
and  uniformly  of  an  aggregation  of  symptoms  which  pre- 
sent themselves  in  life,  or  of  a  series  of  anatomical  changes 
which  are  found  after  death.  Take  for  instance  Neuralgia, 
Here  the  scalpel  reveals  no  appreciable  lesson^  and  we  are 
forced  to  conclude^  that  there  must  have  existed  in  the  af- 
fected nerve,  some  modification,  of  whicli  pain  is  the  effect. 
In  the  development  of  au  inflammation,  or  of  an  organic 
degeneration  (as  in  tubercle  or  cancer),  an  intimate  change 
is  established  affecting  the  diseased  parts,  and  this  change, 
(obscure  and  often  beyond  the  reach  of  human  investiga- 
tion) leads  to  secondary  alterations  of  function  or  tissue » 
which  terminates  in  an  inflammation  in  one  case,  and  in 
cancer  or  tubercle  in  another. 

These  latter  changes  fall  under  our  immediate  observa* 
tion,  and  we  designate  them  by  their  evident  characters; 
but  the  primary  came^  which  precedes  and  produces  them, 
escapes  us,  because  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  mi- 
nute parts  of  our  organization,  and  the  elements  of  our 


H  AYNE,  Nature  and  Characters  of  Diseases,     123 

structure,  are  inaccessible  to  our  inTestigation,  The 
anatomist,  we  are  aware,  is  daily  unfolding  new  facts,  and 
by  tlie  finest  injections  and  most  delicate  dissections^  trac- 
ing vessels  and  nerves  farther  than  they  have  ever  been 
known  before,  until  they  have  reached  a  point,  beyond 
which  the  human  eye  can  no  longer  penetrate.  The 
nucrosGope  has  taken  up  the  task,  and  opened  new  fields 
and  unfolded  much  valuable  knowledge  ;— and  yet  after  all 
are  we  not  still  in  ignorance  of  the  structure,  or  the  action 
of  those  minute  net-works  of  vessels  and  nerves;  and  is  not 
the  manner  of  the  formation  of  the  bile,  the  urine,  or  the 
pancreatic  juice  still  beyond  our  comprehension  ? 

If  tha  subject  then  beset  with  difficulties  in  the  liviug  or 
healthy  state,  how  much  greater  must  those  difficulties  be- 
come, when  we  investigate  the  intimate  modifications  of 
disease,  or  attempt  to  trace  those  changes  which  lie  hidden 
in  the  laboratory  of  nature.  The  history  of  medicine  fur* 
nishea  only  too  many  proofs  of  the  truth  of  what  we  assert* 

This  absolute  ignorance  of  these  intimate  modifications 
holds  true  w^herever  we  attempt  to  turn  from  secondary  to 
jirimanj  caitses.  Thus  for  example,  we  know  the  conditiona 
under  which  intermittent  fevers  show  themselves  ;  but  can 
we  explain  the  mechanism  of  their  productions,  or  the 
cause  of  the  return  of  their  access? 

Again,  in  any  acute  disease,  we  may  perfectly  under* 
stand  each  of  the  snccessive  periods  of  attack,  duration,  and 
decline ;  we  may  thoroughly  appreciate  the  successive 
changes  which  each  of  these  periods  presents,  and  mark 
their  symptons,  but  the  cause  which  produced  them,  lies 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  observation*  Even  when,  by  the 
aid  of  some  remedial  agent  (as  quinine),  we  are  enabled  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  a  disease,  we  are  at  the  same  time, 
obliged  to  confess  our  ignorance,  not  only  of  the  intimate 
nature  of  the  disease  itself,  but  even  of  the  modm  operamli 
of  the  means  whereby  we  have  triumphed.  In  a  word 
then,  life  and  death,  health  and  disease^  which  in  their 
sensible  phenomena  are^  fruitful  topics  for  meditation  aud 
study,  in  theif  primitive  causes,  or  intimate  nature,  are 
still  incomprehensible  mysteries. 
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From  the  earliest  times,  however,  it  has  been  the  effort 
of  medicine,  to  understand  the  intimate  causeB  of  disease. 
Some  have  attempted  hy  an  appearance  of  method,  to^trace 
a  similitude,  from  things  which  are  known,  to  those  which 
are  unknown*  They  have  suppo^d,  that  by  carefully  ob- 
servinLT  the  phenomena  of  disease,  and  by  noting  the  or- 
ganic alterations  which  accompany  it,  they  may  be  able  to 
trace  the  nature  of  that  intermediate  action  between  cause 
and  effect,  and  seize  upon  the  unknown  modification,  which 
precedes  and  characterizes  the  secondary  pliases  of  dis- 
eased action.  There  are  others  who  have  followed  a  more 
adventurous  path,  in  these  obscure  researches.  Instead  of 
deducing  their  opinions  from  Avell  authenticated  facts,  they 
have  not  hesitated  to  bend  lacts  to  their  theories,  upsetting 
the  entire  system  of  medicine  for  the  attainment  of  their 
ends.  This  class  inflict  a  double  injury,  for  they  not  only 
disregard  observation  and  experiment,  but  establish  dan- 
gerous and  erroneous  methods  of  treatment.  Tliere  are 
also  those,  who  possessed  of  solid  judgment,  and  profound 
sagacity,  while  giving  themselves  up  to  hazardous  specu- 
lations, still  preserve  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  value 
of  their  conjectures.  It  was  of  this  class  that  Sydenham 
speaks,  in  alluding  to  his  own  opinions,  where  he  says  :  "  I 
have  directed  my  best  efforts  to  the  elucidation  of  disease, 
being  persuaded  that  he  who  establishes  the  proper  mode 
of  curing  even  tlie  simplest  one,  deserves  more  praise 
than  he  who  gains  a  reputation  by  brilliant  theories,  and 
subtle  speculations,  which  are  of  no  more  real  value  to  the 
science  of  medicine,  than  music  is  to  an  architect."  It  is 
not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  that  njany  theories  have 
been  advanced,  as  to  the  intimate  nature  of  disease.  These 
may  however  be  all  reduced  to  two  grand  divisions — the 
one  founded  upon  the  doctrine,  that  the  essential  element 
of  disease,  is  due  to  changes  taking  place  in  the  fluida 
(humoralists),  and  the  other  in  the  solids  (solidists).  A 
brief  glance  at  each  of  these,  will  facilitate  us  in  our 
remarks*  The  '*  hunioralists  ^'  have  adopted  a  nomencla- 
ture conformable  to  their  tlieory;  thus  in  speaking  of  an 
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affection  of  the  liver,  or  the  circulatory  or  lymplmtic  systems, 
they  say  that  the  disease  has  its  seat  in  the  bile,  the  blood, 
or  the  lymph*  Morbific  causes,  say  they,  act  upon  all  the 
fluids  ;  the  aliment  elaborated  from  the  stomach,  modifies 
the  quality  of  the  blood.  Virus  and  poisons  act  in  the 
same  manner. 

In  their  expositions  of  symptomSj  their  language  is  equal- 
ly '*huraoralJ^  The  color  and  consistency  of  the  blood, 
mucus,  urine,  and  puS|  especially  attract  attention.  They 
scarcely  mention  otlier  sym|itoms,  or  if  tliey  do,  it  is  oidy 
under  collective  names.  It  is  by  the  alterations  in  the 
Qukh  that  they  exphiid  the  succession  of  symptoms-  They 
designate  under  these  names  **  crudity,'^  '*coction,"  and 
*' evacuation,"  the  three  principal  periods  of  disease,  and 
attribute  its  cause  to  what  they  call  a  '*  morbific  material," 
In  the  first  stage  of  disease,  this  matter  endowed  with  a 
deleterious  power,  has  not  yet  undergone  any  alteration, 
but  exists  in  its  "crudity;*'  in  the  second,  the  process  of 
**caction"  or  development  begins,  and  finally  in  the  third, 
it  is  eleminated  by,  and  found  in  the  secretions,  and  equi- 
librium is  thus  restored,  whenever  it  does  take  place. 
When  any  morbid  evacuation  is  absent,  they  explain  it  by 
saying,  that  the  morbific  matter,  after  being  eliminated, 
lias  been  assimilated  by  the  natural  secretions,  and  thus 
has  ceased  to  be  injurious.  Tliey  explain  the  metastasis  of 
disease,  by  what  tliey  term  tlie  "  changes  of  humoral  princi- 
ple,''  and  attach  great  importance  in  diagnosis,  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  liquid  evacuations,  especially  the  urine. 
They  maintain  that  the  appearances  after  death,  confirm 
their  theory — as  in  tiie  redness  of  inflamed  tissues,  they 
see  only  an  accumulation  of  blood;  in  ilrnpsies,  a  dissolu- 
tion of  this  fluid;  in  tubercle,  an  effusiun  of  lympli ;  and  in 
organic  alterations,  nothing  but  some  change  in  consist- 
ence or  coagulability  of  the  liquids.  The  therapeutical 
indications  of  this  system  are  in  harmony  with  their  doc- 
trines. Whether  bleeding,  purging,  or  diaphoresis  is 
recommended,  it  is  in  view  of  some  supposed  effect,  in  chang- 
ing the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  fluids;  or  of  producing  a 
determination  to  such  or  such  an  organ. 
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We  pass  DOW  to  spetik  of  the  **  solidists."  They  regard 
disease  in  an  entirely  different  a&pect.  According  to  their 
doctrineH,  the  flnida  occupy  but  a  secondary  or  passive  posi- 
tion in  the  plionoraena  of  life  and  disease •  Deprived  of 
vital  properties — sensibility  and  contractility,  they  are  en- 
tirely subordinate  to  the  action  of  the  sensible  and  contrac- 
tile organs  which  contain  them.  DiseasCj  they  say,  exists 
essentially  in  the  solids^  which  alone  can  receive  the  im- 
pressions of  morbific  canses,  and  alone  furnish  important 
symptoms.  **  Sympathy,^'  whicb  has  its  seat  in  the  nerv- 
ous system,  is  regarded  by  them  as  sufficient  to  explain  the 
connection  between  symptoms,  and  the  general  disturb- 
ance which  accompanies  the  affection  of  such  or  such  a 
part.  *' Metastasis  ''  and  **  crisis/'  are,  according  to  their 
theory,  a  '*  traiisposition  of  action  "  or  of  "  irritation,'"  and 
not  of  fluids,  which,  say  they,  is  more  in  accordance  also, 
with  nature.  The  several  organs  in  a  state  of  disease^  are 
supposed  to  preserve  or  acquire  among  themselves  rela- 
tions, in  virtue  of  which  they  transmit  their  impressions. 
Thus  an  irritation  which  has  occupied  any  organ,  may 
transmit  itself  to  another,  the  first  resuming  its  natural 
functions,  and  if  the  affection  transmitted  be  trivial,  health 
is  re-establislied;  but  if  grave,  it  constitutes  a  metastasis. 
As  proofs  of  this,  they  cite  the  examples  of  nenralgic  and 
rheumatic  affections — where  there  is  a  transposition  of 
pain  or  other  nervous  phenomena,  but  no  exhalation  of 
fluid.  Finally  in  those  cases,  in  which  their  is  an  aflitix 
i)f  fluids  to  any  organ,  say  they,  we  observe  the  greatest 
variety  in  the  quantities  of  these  fluids.  The  only  constant 
phenomena,  is  an  irritation  which  precedes  it,  and  which  Is 
characterized  b}^  pain,  heat,  redness  and  swelling.  As  to 
the  diagnostic  or  prognostic  value  of  symptoms  revealed  by 
tlie  fluids,  they  consider  them  as  only  of  secondary  import- 
ance, and  the  results  of  autopsies,  unfolding  as  they  do, 
manifest  changes  in  the  solids,  prove  how  little  reliance  is 
to  be  placed  on  the  doctrines  of  humoral  pathology.  Last- 
ly, the  most  positive  indications  owe  their  origin  to  changes 
taking  place  in  the  economy — in  the  digestive,  respiratory, 
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or  circulatory  organs — preaetiting  symptoms  evidently  due 
to  the  solids, 

Tbese  constitute  the  chief  points  of  difFerence  between 
the  respective  theories  of  the  *^  humoral"'  and  ^'aolidi^t" 
school*  We  have  presented  tliem  side  by  side  witliout  com- 
ment. The  absurdities  of  the  earlier  doctrinea  of  the  bu- 
moralists^  who  attributed  everything  to  '*  fermentation  " 
or  *'  putrefaction  '*  (doctrines  advanced  when  clieiniHtry 
was  in  itw  infancy),  we  piiss  over  without  comment.  It  was 
an  easy  task  to  demonstrate  tlielr  folly  and  overthrow  their 
system.  The  brilliant  physiological  researches  of  BLchat, 
and  the  zeal  with  wLicli  Pinel  subsequently  attacked  the 
humoral  doctrine  ot  a  later  period,  aided  by  the  impulse 
given  to  the  study  of  pathological  anatomy,  all  tended  to 
produce  that  revolution^  which  for  a  time  overthrew  the 
humoral  and  established  the  doctrines  of  the  solidiste,  car- 
rying the  medical  mtod  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and  finally 
claiming  that  all  the  phenomena  of  life,  in  the  healthy  as 
well  as  diseased  state,  were  due  entirely  to  the  immediate 
infinence  of  the  solids. 

It  was  not  until  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century,  that  the  importance  of  the  fluids  in  the  animal 
economy,  began  again  to  assert  and  aesume  their  proper 
value-  We  were  among  the  first  to  attempt  to  estalrlish 
this  ;  Ist.  From  the  Itict  that  the  fluids  constitute  by  far  the 
larger  proportion  of  the  human  organizution;  2d,  From  the 
cadaveric  revelations,  found  often  in  them  alone;  3d.  From 
the  nature  of  these  agents  which  disturb  health,  being  shown 
through  the  processes  of  absorption  and  nutrition,  and  thus 
evidently  modifying  the  composition  of  the  fluids;  and  4th, 
By  certain  modifications  met  with,  in  the  fluids  during  life; 
as  for  example,  those  presented  by  the  blood  in  scurvy  and 
jaundice — the  urine  in  diabetes — the  bile  in  hepatic  con- 
cretions,  etc.,  etc.:  showing  that  the  doctrine  of  the 
golidists  {donCj  was  not  suflicient  to  explain  those  phenomena, 
and  that  it  must  sooner  or  later  abandon  its  exclusiveness 
of  opinion,  and  acknowledge  the  relative  claim  of  the  doc- 
trine it  had  overthrown.     Since  this  time  a  correspondine: 
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cbaiiore  has  taken  place  in  the  medical  world.  The  proof 
of  a  diminution  of  albumen  in  the  blood,  and  its  presence  in 
the  urine  in  Bright^a  disease;  the  modifications  in  the  re- 
lative proportions  of  fibrin  and  globules  observed  in  inflam- 
matory and  cholorotic  affectiouB— the  presence  in  this 
liquid  of  pus,  in  certain  diseases — the  nnmerous  changes 
observed  in  the  milk,  the  urine  and  saliva,  have  all  tended 
to  establish  the  importance  wliich  the  liquids  must  occupy 
in  the  study  of  disease-  Honce  at  the  present  day»  the 
best  medical  authorities  are  found  occupying  midiilc  gromui^ 
m  it  were,  always  tlie  safest  and  most  free  from  error  in 
the  study  of  obscure  topics.  We  wmU  not  follow  the 
numerous  changes  which  at  different  times  Lave  been 
adopted  by  one  or  the  other  of  these  schools,  for  elucidating 
the  essential  character  of  di-sease.  They  are  at  the  present 
day  either  abandoned,  or  belong  to  the  history  of  our  Art. 
Here  as  in  everything  else,  we  can  only  ignore  what  has 
not  been  given  us  to  understand.  Once  the  human  mind 
has  launched  into  the  domain  of  hypothesis  and  theory,  it 
knows  not  where  to  stop.  If  in  the  foregoing  remarks  we 
have  failed  to  reach  the  end  desired,  let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  we  have  labored  in  vain,  for  in  the  study  of  any 
science,  not  based  upon  mathematical  precision;  he  who 
points  out  the  paths  that  lead  to  error,  renders  a  service 
scarcely  loss  than  he  wlio  shows  the  way  that  leads  to 
truth. 


Clinical  Lecture  on  the  Medical  Treatment  of  G-ravel 
and  Calculi. 
f  

BY  JAMES  TYSON,  M.  D., 

CUnioal  Leoturer  on  Mioroacopy,  Urinarjr  ChGmintryf  aad  Rea&l  Diwiuioii 
in  the  UnivGrsily  of  Pemu^lYania, 


[Concluded  from  last  mimbor.] 
If^  however,  it  is  possible  to  divert  some  of  the  work  of  the 
kidney  to  anotfier  channel,  and  thus  relieve  an  organ  al- 
ready overworked,  it  is  much  better,  at  least,  to  superadd 
and  sometimes,  perhaps^  to  substitute  such  treatment* 
This  may  be  accomplished  by  acting  upon  the  liver  and 
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bowels — organs  which  in  their  combined  action  are  quite 
as  important  excretors  as  the  kidney*  Few  who  have  had 
experience  in  thetse  cases  have  not  seen  the  advantage  of  a 
mercurial  purge  at  night,  followed  by  a  saline  the  following 
morning*  The  constant  use  of  these  means,  however, 
would  be  irapossible,  for  evident  reasons,  and  others  must 
be  sought,  in  application  of  the  same  principle  of  coniple* 
mental  elimination.  Such  means  are  aflorded  in  the  natural 
saline  purgative  waters,  for  the  genera!  introduction  of 
which  we  are  also  largely  indebted  to  Sir  Henry  Thomp- 
son. These  have  for  their  chief  ingredients  sulphate  of 
soda  and  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  are  represented  by  the 
PuUna,  Friedrichshalle,  Marienbadj  Carlsbad  and  Franzen- 
bad  Springs  in  Germany.  The  Pulhia  waters  contain 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  grains  of  sulphate  of  soda 
and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  grains  of  sulphate  of  magnesia 
to  the  English  pint ;  those  of  Friedrichahalle,  fifty-eight 
grains  and  forty-nine  grains,  respectively;  those  of  Marien- 
bad,  forty-eight  grains  of  sulphate  of  soda^  none  of  magne- 
sia, nine  grains  of  carbonate  of  soda,  and  a  little  iron.  The 
Carlsbad  contains  twenty^five  grains  of  sulphate  of  soda, 
no  magnesia,  and  thirteen  grains  of  carbonate  of  soda;  the 
Franzenbad,  thirty  grains  of  sulphate  of  soda,  no  magnesia, 
SIX  grains  of  carbonate  of  soda,  and  a  little  iron.  In  con- 
trast with  these,  Vichy  contains  but  three  grains  of  sul- 
phate of  soda,  no  magnesia,  forty-seven  grains  of  carbonate 
soda,  and  a  little  iron^  to  the  pint :  and  Vals,  none  of  the 
former  two,  but  sixty-five  grains  of  carbonate  of  soda,  with 
a  little  iron.  The  latter  are,  therefore,  as  already  stated, 
simply  strong  solutions  of  carbonate  of  soda. 

Of  these  waters,  tliat  to  which  Sir  Henry  Thompson 
gives  the  preference,  and  that  upon  which  my  own  exper- 
ience has  been  based,  is  the  Fried richshalle,  the  Pullna 
having  been  found  to  purge  too  freely  and  to  produce  grip- 
ing. Of  the  Friedrichshalle  about  eight  ounces  or  an  ordi- 
nary tumblerful  may  be  given  every  morning  about  an  hour 
before  breakfast.  This  is  usually  followed  after  breakfast 
by  one  or  two  full,  copious  stools,  produced  by  about  twen- 
ty-five grains  of  sulphate  of  soda  and  twenty  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia — quantities  which,  if  dispensed  from  the  shops, 
or  even  by  evaporating  the  proper  amount  of  the  natural 
water,  would  probably  have  n%>  effect  whatever,  though  the 
latter  would  still  be  more  eflicient  than  the  salts  as  ordi- 
narily obtained.  Thus  there  will  be  seen  to  be  some  pecu- 
liar efficacy  in  the  natural  waters,  the  cause  of  which  is  not 
precisely  known.     This  treatment  should  be  kept  up  lor 


ISO 


Institutes  and  Practice  op  Medtcine, 


three  weeks  or  a  month,  and  after  a  short  ititermisgion  be 

returned  to.  In  cootinuin|^  the  treatment,  there  will  be 
found  this  important  advantage,  thut,  inBtead  of  having  to 
increase  the  quantity  each  day,  it  may  be  diminished^  while 
the  efi'ect  will  still  continue,  80  that,  by  a  gradual  reduc* 
tion,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  four  ounces  will  have  aa 
much  effect  aa  eight  at  the  outaet.  It  is  occasionally  of 
advantage  to  precede  the  treatment  by  a  ^mall  dose  of  blue 
pill — three  or  four  grains  j  this,  if  digestion  be  deranged, 
the  appetite  bad,  and  the  tongue  foul.  Sir  Henry  Thomp- 
son also  recommends  the  use  of  five  ounces  of  hot  water  in 
conoection  with  the  eight  or  reduced  amount  of  the  Fried- 
richehalle  ;  but  I  have  found  patients  complain  of  discom- 
fort evidently  due  to  a  distension  of  the.  stomach  when  this 
dose  is  administered.  When  it  can  be  borne,  additional 
eflect  may  reasonably  be  expected  from  the  dilution  as  well 
as  the  increased  temperature,  since  in  both  these  respects 
it  is  made  to  approach  the  character  of  the  water  at  the 
spring,  which  is  hot  and  less  concentrated  than  that  which 
is  exported.  The  increase  in  temperature  may  also  be 
obtained  by  placing  the  glass  of  water  in  a  second  vessel 
containing  liot  water- 

You  may  wish  to  know  precisely  the  plan  of  the  eminent 
English  surgeon.  It  is  to  administer  the  Friedrichshalle 
as  above  directed  for  one,  two,  or  three  weeks,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  case  and  results,  and  tlien  to  combine 
with  three  or  foor  ounces  of  it,  five  or  six  of  the  Carlsbad, 
which,  you  will  recollect,  contains  twenty-five  grains  of  the 
sulphate  of  soda  and  thirteen  of  the  carbonate  to  the  pint ; 
it  is  therefore  more  alkaline.  To  this  combination  he  adds 
three  or  four  ounces  of  hot  water.  After  giving  this  for 
two  or  three  weeks,  six,  seven,  or  eight  ounces  of  hot 
Carlsbad  are  given  alone  for  another  fortnight.  This  course 
may  be  repeated  once  in  three  or  four  months,  if  necessary^ 
while  in  the  meantimCj  as  an  occasional  aperient  and  cor- 
rector of  digestion,  he  knows  nothing  at  all  equal  to  Pried- 
riclishalle,  leaving  tlie  patient,  as  a  rule,  less  constipated 
than  he  was  before.  With  a  very  much  less  experience,  of 
course,  but  having  examined  the  subject  with  considerable 
care,  and  having  lost  no  opportunity  of  testing  the  plan,  it 
has  seemed  to  me  we  can  do  much  more  for  these  caaea 
than  formerly. 

Should  the  FriedrichRhalle  prove  insufficient  in  some 
eases,  the  Pullna  may  be  substituted  as  a  more  powerful 
water,  containing,  as  it  does,  nearly  two  and  one-half 
dmchms  of  sulpliate  of  soda,  and  nearly  two  drachms  o( 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  to  the  pint. 
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These  waters,  including  Pnllna,  FriedrichBlialle,  and 
Carlsbad^  are  now  easily  obtained  in  tliis  country,  being 
largely  imported  by  a  Philadelphia  firm,  I  mnsit  &ay,  how- 
ever, that  the  various  salts  of  these  waters  advertised  for 
sale  aa  the  "  Carlsbad  salt/'  **Pallna  salt,'^etc.,are  no  sub- 
stitute for  the  natural  waters,  having  very  liltle  more  virtue 
than  the  same  quantity  of  salts  obtained  from  other 
sources. 

The  expense  of  obtaining  these  waters  in  this  country 
will  doubtless  be  an  obstacle  to  your  ordering  them  for 
some  patients,  I  have  therefore  taken  some  trouble  to  find 
out  which  of  the  numerous  American  spring  waters  corres- 
pond or  approach  them  in  composition.  Most  prominent 
among  these  I  find  the  waters  of  Crab  Orchard  Springs, 
located  at  Crab  Orchard,  Lincoln  County,  Keutueky*  These 
waters  contain  7  grains  of  sulphate  of  soda,  and  25.6  grains 
of  sulphate  of  magnesia^  to  the  pint.  From  these  are  de- 
rived by  evaporation  the  celebrated  Crab  Orchard  salts, 
whose  smieriority  over  the  ordinary  Epsom  suits  is  well 
known.  These  contain  63*19  parts  of  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
4.20  parts  of  sulphate  of  soda,  with  smaller  quantities  of 
sulphate  of  potash  and  lime,  in  100.  Bolides  being  less 
irritating  than  Epaoni  salts,  they  j)ossess  the  advantage 
chiimed  for  Friedrichshalleof  not  requiring  the  daily  qoan- 
tity  necessary  for  an  effect  (at  first  a  drachm  freely  dihited) 
to  he  increased.  The  Estill  Springs,  located  in  Estill 
County,  Kentucky,  furnish  tliirty-thrce  grains  of  sulphate 
of  magnesia  to  the  pint ;  but  no  sulphate  of  soda  is  named 
in  the  analysis  of  Dr.  Robert  Peter,  which  I  find  in  *'  Wal- 
ton's Treatise  on  tlie  Mineral  Springs  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada." 

The  well-known  Bedford  Spring  waters  at  Bedford,  Penn- 
sylvania, also  belong  to  this  class,  though  containing  but 
ten  grains  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  to  tlio  pint.  They  are 
also  chalybeate,  and  are  said  to  resemble  the  Franzenhad 
waters  of  Bohemia,  to  which  we  have  referred;  but  tlio  latter 
contain  thirty  grains  of  sulphate  of  soda  to  the  pint,  while  the 
Bedford  contain  Init  ten  grains  of  sulphate  of  mafpwsia.  TliC 
beautiful  location  of  Bedford,  in  connection  with  the  un- 
doubted medicinal  value  of  its  water,  renders  it  a  very 
popular  summer  resort.  I  may  add  tliat  '* gravel*'  and 
**  calculus  *^  are  among  the  ill?  for  which  Bedford  water 
has  long  claimed  efliciency.  The  numerous  Saratoga 
springs  contain  almost  none  of  these  valuable  ingredients, 
but  pre-eminently  chlorides  and  carbonates.  Thus  much 
of  information,  and  something  mnrO}  you  should  have  of 
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American  spring  waters,  in  order  that  you  may  intolligently 
atlviso  those  who  coneult  yon  with  regard  to  thcra.  It  is 
not  unhkely  that  the  skepticism  with  which  American  phy- 
sicians have  hitherto  regarded  the  medicinal  eilects  of  spring 
waters  has  been,  in  part  at  least,  due  to  our  ignorance  of 
their  actual  qmilities,  and  that  we  are,  therefore,  in  a  meas- 
ure responsible  for  their  having  largely  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  empirics.  Much  valuiihle  information  may  be 
fonnd  in  the  volnme  above  alluded  to  and  one  or  two  others 
recently  issued  from  the  American  press. 

Tliere  is  one  more  point  in  connection  with  tlie  prevent* 
ive  treatment  of  calculous  diseases  to  which  I  must  call 
your  attention,  and  that  is  diet.  I  have  already  alluded  to 
the  effect  of  certain  vegetables^  as  tlie  rhubarb  or  pie-plant, 
tomato,  and  sorrel  in  promptly  producing  crystalline  do- 
posits  of  oxalate  of  liuie.  By  persons,  therefore,  inclined 
to  oxalate  of  lime  concretions,  these  should  be  avoided. 
There  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  potable  waters  charged 
with  the  salts  of  lime  increase  the  tendency  to  the  forma- 
tion of  oxalate  of  lime  calculi*  To  the  same  end,  fatty  mat- 
ters, saucharino  substances,  and  those  containing  sugar  or 
readily  converted  into  it,  as  sweet  fruits,  togetlier  with 
alcoholic  drinks,  should  be  omitted  by  those  subject  to  uric 
acid  deposits^  the  use  of  these  matters  increasing  the  work 
of  the  liver,  and.  witli  it,  the  vicarious  action  of  the  kidneys. 
Wliile  the  use  of  a  pure  nitrogenous  diet  is,  for  the  same 
reason,  to  be  avoided,  and  the  free  use  of  vegetables,  re- 
garding the  exceptions  naraed^  to  be  recommended^  total 
abstinence  from  animal  food  is  not  necessary  or  desirable. 
Nor  need  tea  and  coffee  be  interdicted,  these  substances 
having  been  shown  to  diminish  tlie  formation  of  uric  acid 
and  increase  thatof  urea,  acting,  therefore,  like  the  citrates^ 
acetates,  and  tartrates*  Quinine,  digitalis,  atropine,  and 
cod-liver  oil  are  placed  in  the  same  category — diminishing 
the  formation  of  uric  acid  and  urea  as  well— and  may  be 
used  in  connection  with  the  previous  treatment  as  the  pa- 
tient's condition  or  special  circumstances  may  require, — 
Philadelphia  Medical  Timm. 


Butter-Milk  in  Ttpboio  FEVsn.--Dr.  DeLisIe  has  had 
great  success  in  treating  this  fever  with  butter-milk,  reduc- 
ing the  tympanitis,  etc.,  and  regards  it  as  a  prophylactic 
when  taken  larg^sly  wiiea  the  disease  is  prevailing. 


I T  K  B  R  E I  c  H ,  Uses  of  CrotoihChlorul  Hydrate.   I33 
Action  and  Uses  of  Croton-Chloral  Hydrate. 


BY  080AR  UEBREICH,  M.D.,  PttOFESSOB  OF  MATERLl  MEDtCA  IN 
THE   UNIVERSITY    OP   BERLIN. 


I  have  the  hmior  of  directing  utteiition  to  a  new  remedy, 
which  serves  to  corrobonite  the  theory  I  have  pro[)Outided 
with  respect  to  the  action  of  hydrate  of  chloral. 

When  chlorine  gas  acts  on  aldehyde,  croton-chlora!  is 
formed,  as  has  been  deniorist rated  by  Dr.  Krnrnur  and  Dr. 
Tinner.  In  order  to  avijid  a  mistake  which  is  apt  to  be 
cuusud  by  tho  iniirie,  I  must  here  remark  that  this  body 
possesses  no  relation  whatever  to  croton-oil,  although  its 
chemical  constitution  pruves  it  to  he  the  chlorated  alde- 
hyde of  crotonic  acid.  Groton-chloral  differs  in  its  outward 
appearance  from  hydrate  of  chloral,  diffcrn  widely  tVom  tlie 
latter  with  regard  to  its  physiological  eifects.  Four 
fjrmnmes,  or  a  drachm,  of  this  substance,  digisolved  in  water, 
and  introduced  into  the  stomach,  produce,  in  the  course  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  a  deep  sleep,  accompanied  by 
antesthesia  of  tlio  head.  "Wliilst  the  eyeball  has  lost  its 
irritability,  and  the  nervus  trigeraiims  shows  no  reaction 
whatever  ou  being  irritated,  the  tone  of  the  muscles  re- 
mains  unaltered. 

I  have  experimented  with  this  remedy  on  maniacs  dur- 
ing an  attack  of  mania.  They  remained  quietly  sitting  on 
their  chairs  in  a  deep  sleep,  their  pulse  and  resniration 
being  unchanged  for  two  whole  hours  *toguther.  If  ames- 
thesia  had  reached  so  high  a  degree  in  consequence  of  the 
application  of  hydrate  of  chloral,  the  patients  would  have 
dropped  from  their  chairs,  and  both  their  pulse  and  respi- 
ration would  have  been  considerably  retarded.  I  have  ^een 
croton-chloral  acting  in  the  same  way  on  healthy  individuals. 
In  some  cases  of  tic  douloureux,  the  remarkable  phenome- 
non is  exhibited  that  pain  ceases  belbre  sleep  sets  in.  I 
am  sorry  to  eay,  however,  tliat  this  remedy  acts  only  as  a 
palliative  in  this  dreadful  disease.  I  nevertheless  prefer 
Its  action  to  that  of  morphia,  because  it  has  eifects  as  good 
as  the  latter  remedy,  without  being  so  detrimental  to  the 
constitution  in  general.  I  have  never  observed  any  nn* 
favorable  eflects  of  croton-chloral  on  the  stomach  or  any 
other  organ,  although  I  have  made  frequent  experiments 
with  it. 

The  indications  for  the  use  of  this  remedy  are  to  be 
found — 1.  In  cases  where  hydrate  of  chloral  is  inapplicable 
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on  account  of  heart-disease  ;  2,  In  cases  of  neuralgia  in  the 
district  of  the  nervun  trigeniinua ;  3.  lu  cases  where  very 
large  doses  of  ^'hloral  are  oecest^ary  to  produce  sleep.  1 
there  recommend  I  he  addition  of  cro ton-chloral  to  hydrate 
of  chloraL — British  JledicalJouniaL 


Croton-Chloral  Hydrate. 


The  following  cases  have  been  reported,  which  demon- 
strate the  action  of  croton-chloral  hydrate  : 

A*  suffered  from  facial  neuralgia  ot  a  most  severe  cliarac- 
ter.  It  affected  her  hearing  and  eyesight-  She  could  not 
rest  or  take  food.  She  took  one  grain  of  croton-chlorul 
hydrate  every  hour.  In  three  hours  she  was  considerably 
better.  After  taking  three  more  doses,  she  was  entirely 
free  from  pain, 

B.  suffered  much  from  facial  neuralgia  dependent  on 
decayed  teeth,  and  had  not  been  able  to  lake  food  or  sleep 
for  tixrce  days.  She  was  ordered  croton-chloral  hydrate  in 
grain-doses  every  hour,  and  obtained  great  relief  after  two 
doses.  Six  doses  removed  the  pain  completely.  She  slept 
that  night, 

C.  This  patient  suffered  from  concussion  of  the  spine 
caused  by  a  railway  accident  some  years  ago.  She  had 
every  variety  of  treatment  for  the  pain  she  suffers  in  the 
spine  and  the  nerves  proceeding  therefrom.  She  took 
potassium  bromide  gr*  20,  and  oroton-chloral  hydrate  gr.  1, 
three  times  a  day,  with  marked  relief  and  no  bad 
symptoms. 

"  K.  This  is  a  young  dyspeptic  and  neuralgic  patient,  and 
suffers  greatly  frona  dysmenorrhcea.  She  took  two-grain 
doses  when  the  paroxysms  of  pain  came  on,  with  marked 
relief. 

F.  has  been  under  treatment  for  various  neuralgise  for 
some  years.  She  has  had,  at  one  time  or  another,  almost 
every  external  therapeutic  agent  in  the  IVuirniacopceia — 
strychnia,  iron,  quinine,  ammonium,  chloride,  aconite,  bel- 
ladonna, iodine,  bromine,  blisters,  hypodermic  injections, 
galvanism,  together  with  baths  and  other  hygienic  appli- 
ances, including  change  of  air.  In  tliia  case,  two-grain 
doses  of  croton-chloral  hydrate  every  hour  afforded  more 
speedy  relief  from  pain  than  any  of  the  above  remedies. 
After  taking  eight  grains,  she  wai»  almost  tree  from  pain. 
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In  thirteen  patients  who  have  taken  croton-cbloral  hy- 
drate, not  a  single  bad  symptom  has  been  observed*  In 
grain-doses,  it  relieves  pain  quickly  :  causes  natural  sleep ; 
no  subsequent  headache  or  furred  tonf^ue.  In  several 
ca]i;e3,  it  acted  as  a  gentle  laxative, — Dr,  Baker^  in  Britwh 
Mtdicat  Journal, — Canada  Laneet, 


On  the  Treatment  of  Whooping- Cough  by  Chloral 
Hydrate  and  Bromiae  oT  Potassium, 

BY   DR.   PIERRE    ARMAND,    PARIS. 


The  follr>witig  is  the  result  of  the  observation  of  the 
treatment  ot  twenty-three  cases  in  the  Charity  Hospital 
of  Lyons,  in  the  service  of  Dr.  Chatin  : 

1.  Whooping-cough  is  a  spasmodic  catarrhal  aflection,  but 
the  nervous  symptoms  are  predominant  when  there  is  no 
complication.  It  is  of  specific  nature^  but  has  not  a  fixed 
and  determined  course.  Art  can  interfere  successfully  in 
abridging  its  duration  and  rendering  it  more  mild- 

2.  Bromide  of  potassium  and  hydrate  of  chloral  have 
already  been  used  with  success  by  several  therapeutists  in 
whooping-cough.  The  results  obtained  have  appeared 
superior  to  those  given  by  most  remedies. 

a.  The  physiological  properties  of  bromide  of  potassium 
and  of  hydrate  of  chlnral  permit  a  rational  explanation  of 
the  mechanism  of  their  action. 

4.  The  observations  which  are  reported  confirm  their 
efficacy  in  this  disease,  since  we  have  almost  always  seen 
that  under  their  influence  the  number  and  intensity  of  the 
lits  of  coughing  are  diminiHhed,  the  vomitings  cease,  and 
that  most  frequently  the  duration  of  the  disease  appears 
shortened, 

5.  The  bromide  may  be  employed  with  advantage  at  the 
commencement  of  the  convulsive  period  ;  the  hydrate  of 
chloral  in  the  confirmed  convulsive  period. 

6.  The  use  of  the  bromide  in  moderate  doses  is  not  at- 
tended with  any  inconveniences. 

7.  The  hydrate  of  chloral  is  almost  always  harmless* 
It  should  always  be  prudently  given,  especially  in  the  com- 
mencement, in  consequence  of  the  intolerance  to  it  observed 
in  some  subjects. 

8.  These  two  remedies,  but  especially  the  chloral,  are 
contra-indicated  in  cases  complicated  with  severe  bronchitia 
or  broncho-pneumonia* — The  Medical  Rtcord^ 
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grtjnecalagtj  ami  Biseases  nf  ©hildven* 

Discussion  on   the  Use  of  the  Intra-Uterine  Stem  in 
Uterine  Diseases. 


By  C.  H.  RouTH,  M.D.,  und  others,  before  Obstetrical  Societj  of  London 


The  author,  after  p remising  that  the  most  oppoinite 
opinioDS  were  held  by  leurneJ  men  of  different  schools  as 
to  the  usefulness  of  iutra^uterine  stems  at  all,  pointed  out 
that  this  arose  from  sufficient  precautions  not  being  taken 
before  they  were  uaed»  and  that  it  was  not  sufliciently 
clearly  laid  down  in  wluit  special  uterine  diseases  they 
should  bo  employed,  and  thirdly,  in  the  quality  of  the 
iuBtrument  to  be  selected,  Wliere  proper  care  was  taken 
to  meet  these  three  contingencies,  the  use  of  intra-uterine 
stems  was  both  safe  and  advantageous. 

L  Preliminary  treat ineid, — ^AU  inflammatory  and  con* 
gestive  symptoms  shouhl  be  first  combated :  1.  Local 
blood-letting  by  leeching,  scarification,  or  it  may  be  by  the 
hysterotome.  In  cases  complicated  with  general  indura- 
tion, potassa  fusa  ;  ill  cases  of  fundal  endometritis,  in  a^ldi- 
tion,  blisters  to  theabdomen;  in  milder  examples^  glycerine 
stupes  applied  for  a  week  or  so  to  the  cervix  uteri,  etc*, 
besides  ordinary  diatetic  means  and  occasional  laxatives, 
2.  In  some  cases  it  w^as  necessary,  in  addition,  to  enlarge  the 
cervical  canal  by  tents.  The  author  showed  that  some  of 
the  accidents  following  the  use  of  tents  were  due  to  the 
neglect  of  precautionary  measures  preceding  their  use. 
Also,  to  the  tents  not  having  been  properly  disinfected. 
Also,  to  straight  tent-s  being  forced  up  mto  straight  uteri, 
in  which  cases,  flexed  tents  should  be  used.  The  author 
explained  that  some  sponge  tents  were  injurious  in  this 
way,  and  that  from  too  much  pressure  in  their  preparation, 
their  expansive  power  was  much  reduced.  3.  The  enlarge- 
ment of  the  canal  was  sometimes  best  effected  by  the 
hysterotome,  aftter  which  he  introduced  a  smalb  disinfected, 
sea-tangle  tent,  covered  with  glycerinized  and  partly  iodized 
cottoDf  into  the  outer  part  of  the  opening  made,  and  kept  it 
in  sHu  by  cotton  plugs.  This  treatment  was  rarely  followed 
by  accidents,  4.  His  experience  was  entirely  opposed  to 
forcible  and  immediate  dilatation  by  means  of  instruments. 

11.  The  author  next  proeeeded  to  state  the  diseases  in 
which  the  intra-uterine  stem  should  be  employed  :  1.  In 
cases  of  membranous  cervix.     One  unsuccessful  case  was 
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detHiled  as  having  led  him  to  use  the  stem  more  heroically, 
and  a  second,  successfol,  in  which  this  was  done,  was  given 
in  confirmation.  2.  In  cases  of  amenorrhea,  not  due  to 
anemia^  but  to  a  atoppai^e  from  some  other  accidental 
cause,  the  presence  of  a  tent  in  otcro  provoked  acatamenial 
flow*  The  advantages  of  a  simple  self-retaining  stem  over 
the  stem  made  of  copper  and  zinc  were  dilated  upon,  and  a 
case  given  to  illustrate  the  opinion.  3.  In  cases  of  djs- 
menorrhopa.  Two  varieties  of  this  form  of  disease  were 
given.  In  the  first,  mechanical  obstruction  existed,  and  in 
the  second  the  neuralgic  element  was  most  marked.  Both 
had  been  cured  by  the  elastic  caoutchonc  stem.  4.  In 
cases  of  uterine  flexion.  A  case  of  retro-flexion  was  given, 
which  was  cured  by  the  elastic  stem,  within  which  a  spiral 
coiled  wire  had  been  placed.  The  author  recommended 
the  use  of  internal  stems,  more  particularly  where  Hodge 
pessaries  had  failed  or  could  not  be  borne,  where  there 
was  synchronously  recta!  disease,  and  where  the  flexions 
were  very  acute,  with  much  fundal  pain* 

III.  The  author  then  laid  down  what  practice  indicated 
as  necessary  conditions  in  tlie  formation  ot  an  intra-uterino 
stem  :  !•  They  should  allow  an  omni-Iateral  movement  of 
the  uterus,  2.  They  should  not  be  longer  than  two  inches, 
ijave  in  exceptional  cases,  in  order  tliat  they  may  not  touch 
the  fundus  uteri.  3.  They  should  be  bicornate  superiorly, 
so  as  to  be  retained  in  utero.  4.  Their  diameters  should 
not  be  too  small.  5*  They  should  be  light  and  not  easily 
corroded. 

IV.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the  instruments 
already  used  were  capable  of  division  into  seven  groups  ; 
1,  Those  which  fixed  the  uterus,  like  Dr-  Simpson's  origi- 
nal instrument.  2.  Ordinary  cylindrical  stems,  with  a 
disc,  and  which  had  been  made  of  almost  every  known  sub- 
stance- These  w^ere  chiefly  disadvantageous,  inasmuch  as 
they  fell  out,  and  prevented  the  resiliency  of  the  uterus  on 
itself.  3,  Those  with  a  vaginal  support,  either  by  a  dia- 
phragm or  a  Hodge.  Like  the  last,  they  prevented  the 
elasticity  of  the  uterus  on  itself,  but  did  not  fall  out,  4, 
Divaricating  stems,  as  originally  iDstituted  by  Graham 
Weir.  These  remained  in  situ,  but  they  all  prevented  the 
elasticity  of  the  uterus  upon  itself,  5^  Coiled  wire  stems, 
which  allowed  for  this  uterine  elasticity,  but  needed  a  sup- 
port inferiorly.  6,  Caoutchouc  stems,  as  invented  by  Dr. 
Greenhal^h,  and  subsequently  modified  by  others.  7.  A 
modification  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  varieties  combined,  the 
caoutchouc  stem  having  a  thin  coiled  wire  within.    This 
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last  he  had  first  used  and  found  very  effective  in  some 
cases.  Owing  to  the  corjm  superiorly,  a  vaginal  support 
could  be  frequently  dispensed  with. 

Dr*  Aveling  Bnid  perhaps  an  appropriate  opening  to  the 
discussion  would  be  to  call  attention  to  a  fact  not  mentioned 
by  the  author  of  the  paper,  viz.  :  that  intra-uterine  stems 
were  used  in  the  seventeenth  century-  Henry  van  Roon- 
huyse.  after  dilating  the  cervix  with  gentian  or  sponge  tents, 
introduced  a  tent  of  silver,  ivory  or  horn^  after  the  fashion 
of  a  screw,  thicker  at  one  end  than  the  other,  and  hollow. 
ThesCi  he  said,  might  be  carried  without  inconvenience. 
This  practice  was  adopted  in  England  hv  James  Cook,  in 
1647. 

Dr*  Barnes  said  he  was  convinced  that  intra-uterine 
stems  were,  in  properly-selected  cases,  of  the  greatest  use. 
He  had  frequently  employed  the  galvanic  pessary  with  sat- 
ifllactory  results  in  cases  of  amenorrhcea,  the  catnnienial 
discharge  appearing  and  the  nervous  symptoms  passing 
away.  In  consequence  of  the  zinc  porlion  becoming  rough, 
he  advised  the  removal  and  cleansing  of  the  instrument 
once  a  fortnight*  In  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea,  he  had,  after 
incising  the  os  externum,  used  Dr.  Chambers'  stem  with 
advantage,  pregnancy  having  frequentlv  followed  the 
removal  of  the  dysmenorr!ieal  condition. 

Dr.  Hey  wood  Smith  supported  Dr.  Roath  in  hin  method 
of  reducing  uterine  congestion  by  depletion  before  dilating 
the  cervix  uteri.  In  dividing  the  cervix,  he  jireforred  the 
use  of  a  nearly  straight  knife,  and  the  introduction  of  sponge 
tents  after  incision  he  thouglit  dangerous.  He  waited  until 
the  edges  of  the  incision  healed  before  iutrodacing  any 
tent. 

Dr.  Squires  remarked  that  if  all  the  treatment  described 
be  really  required,  merely  with  the  object  of  introducins^  a 
stem,  surely  a  prior  question  arises  wdiether  that  operation 
should  not  be  delayed  until  relief  had  been  obtained  by 
means  less  severe  than  those  detailed  in  the  paper. 

Dr.  T.  Chambers  said  he  had  not  found  it  necessary  to 
adopt  the  prolonged  preliminary  treatment  urged  by  Dr. 
Routh.  He  thought  all  dislocations  should  be  reduced  at 
once,  and  this  method  of  treatment  had,  in  his  hands, 
proved  most  satisfactory.  He  thought  it  dangerous  to 
introduce  a  stem  in  the  consulting-room  or  out-door 
department  of  a  hospital,  and  then  allow  the  patient  to  go 
home.  She  should  be  kept  in  bed  after  its  introduction  at 
least  a  week. 

Dr.  Wynn  WilliamB  agreed  with  the  last  speaker,  that 
rest  for  several  days  was  necessary  after  the  introduction 
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of  the  stem.  Whore  much  difficulty  existed  in  introducing 
it,  the  stem  should  be  made  to  astiume  the  curve  of  the 
flexed  uterus*  Ha  thought  the  precautionary  measures 
proposed  by  the  author  should  be  carried  out  whea  any 
diseased  condition  existed. 

Dr.  Edis  considered  the  employment  of  intra-uterine 
8tem8  to  he  attended  by  mucli  risk,  not  only  to  health,  but 
also  to  life;  and  that^  aliliough  lie  liad  occasionally  employed 
them,  he  avoided  their  use  wheoever  it  was  posaible, 
Tliey  should  be  employed  with  extreme  caQtioUj  and  only 
after  preparatory  treutuient* 

Dr.  Tilt,  whilrit  admitting  the  value  of  eteras,  stated  that 
he  found  it  necessary  to  use  them  only  in  a  limited  number 
of  cases.  He  was  surprised  that  no  speaker  except  Dr. 
Edis  had  taken  into  account  the  serious  consequencei^;  that 
occasionally  followed  the  use  of  stem  pessaries.  He  be- 
lieved they  not  unfrequently  caused  or  augmented  uterine 
or  peri-uterine  inflammation, 

Dr*  Routh  said,  in  answer  to  Dr.  Squire^  that  if  prelimi- 
nary treatment  cured  his  cases,  he  never  thought  of  apply- 
ing  a  stem  ;  and,  in  answer  to  Dn  Tilt,  he  beggerl  to  say 
that  he  did  not  use  the  stem  in  every  case,  but  only  in 
those  in  which  the  ordinary  measures  foiled. — OhsietrivtU 
JottmaL 
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Cases  sometinios  present  theniaelves,  in  which  large  and 
extensive  uterine  ulceration  is  present^  with  apparent 
phagedenic  characters,  with  hardened  base  and  intense 
pain,  evincing  most  of  the  constitational  symptijms  of  car- 
cinoma^ — wasting,  anxietv,  languor,  and  exhaustion  on  exer- 
tion ;  yet  such  cases  are  not  necessarily  malignant  in  their 
oatnre,  and  will  heal  under  properly-directed  treatment. 

The  most  experienced  practitioner  may  be  deceived  in 
fitich  a  ciise,  and  find  his  treatment  result  in  recovery,  in 
pliiCtt  of  death,  as  he  had  anticipated.  And  yet  there  is 
usually  a  je  fw  sais  quoi  about  tiiese  cases  that  leads  the 

Eractitioner  to  submit  them  to  treatment,  almost  contrary  to 
is  own  judgment  and  expectation  of  beneficial  result- 
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Such  a  case  was  Mrs.  H.,  who  was  assisted  into  my  con- 
sulting-room in  an  apparently  deplorable  state.  8be  was 
attenuated,  bowed  together  with  pain,  wasted  and  blood- 
less from  repeated  uterine  hemorrhages.  The  neck  of  the 
uterus  was  a  ma^s  of  ulceration,  witli  hardness  of  the  baso 
and  texture  of  the  organ.  A  tumor  could  be  felt  offering  a 
hard  resistance  over  the  pubes  and  the  organ  appeared 
enlarged  to  four  times  its  natural  hulk-  She  suffered  from 
occasional  retention  of  urine  and  the  pain  produced  by 
walking  or  the  motion  of  a  carriage  was  agonizing.  There 
was  a  copious  fetid  discharge,  with  excessive  menstrual 
periods,  passing  into  hemorrhage,  which  had  reduced  her 
to  the  lowest  stage  of  debility  ;  the  countenance 
expressive  of  pain  and  bloodless,  hot  not  exhibiting  the 
leaden  or  dirty  discoloration  so  often  observed  in  carcinoma. 
The  size  of  the  tumor,  also,  was  beyond  what  one  would 
expect  in  this.  Her  age  was  about  forty,  and  she  had  had 
two  children,  the  youngest  twelve.  She  had  been  gradually 
becoming  delicate,  as  she  described  it,  for  two  years.  She 
euOered  from  dyspepsia,  constipation,  occasional  attacks  of 
gout,  chiefly  in  her  wrists  and  fingers,  but  which  had 
caused  less  inconvenience  within  the  last  two  years.  Her 
urine  contained  an  abundance  of  uric  acid  and  urates,  but 
no  albumen  or  excess  of  sugar.  Her  father  died  of  gout 
and  lier  mother  had  Buftered  from  it  occasionally.  She  had 
sleepless  nights,  intense  lumbar  pains  and  pelvic  distress, 
aggravated  by  the  pressure  of  the  enlarged  uterus  on  the 
bladder.  She  was  consigned  to  my  care  from  the  country, 
as  a  case  of  malignant  alceration  of  the  uterus  in  it» 
advanced  stage- 

My  first  impression  was,  I  confess,  rather  confirmatory 
of  this  diagnosis.  But  when  I  had  thoroughly  inrestigatetl 
the  case,  a  gleam  of  hope  shone  upon  it,  and  I  clung  to  the 
much-increased  size  of  the  uterus,  the  analysis  i>f  the  urine, 
the  gouty  diathesis,  and  her  own  and  ber family  history,  ad 
offering  her  an  escape.  The  ulcerated  surfiice  was  cauter- 
ized freely  and  repeatedly  with  chloride  of  zinc,  followed 
by  nitrate  of  silver  ;  repeated  sloughs  w^ere  thrown  off- 
Her  strength  was  maintained  with  nutritive  food  ;  a  fair 
allowance  of  wine  administered.  The  opiates,  by  which 
alone  she  had  procured  sleep,  were  desisted  from,  and 
byoscyamus,  colchicuro,  bark,  iron,  and  Vichy  water  relied 
upon.  Her  general  health  speedily  improved  ;  the  ulcer 
contracted  rapidly,  and  in  the  course  of  three  months 
bealedr  tbe  uterus,  at  the  same  time,  diminishing  in  size, 
Telieving   her   from  distressing  pressure  on  the  bladder  } 
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and  she  returned  to  tho  country  recovered  and  able  to 
walk  and  drive  without  inconvenience. 

The  sequel  of  this  case,  however,  bears  a  moral.  She 
had  scarcely  been  restored  to  what  was  to  her,  compara- 
tively speaking,  crude  health,  when  the  gout,  which  bad 
throui^hout  her  uterine  attack  been  nearly  suppressed,  or 
rather  confined  to  the  uterus,  again  threatened  her,  but 
witli  more  determination  than  formerly.  Not  merely  her 
fingers  and  wrists,  her  knees  and  her  ankles  and  feet  were  suc- 
cessively and  severely  attacked,  assuming  the  mixed  gouty 
rheumatic  character  ;  and  when  I  last  saw  her,  at  an  inter- 
val of  some  years,  the  fingers  of  both  hands  were  fixed : 
she  had  chalk  stones  and  contracted  joints,  her  knees  and 
ankles  permanently  enlarged  and  fixed — yet  the  uterine 
inflammation  and  ulcer  never  returned  ;  the  uterus  liad 
diminished  to  little  more  than  twice  its  natural  size  and 
she  was  totally  free  from  uterine  distress. 

A  pendant  for  this  case  is  that  of  a  staid  elderly  gentle- 
man,  married  to  a  young  wife,  and  father  of  two  healthy 
children,  who  consulted  me  for  a  urethral  discharge,  accom- 
panied with  an  angry,  looking  ulcer  at  the  uuderfnid  of  the 
prepuce*  He  had  had  occasional  attacks  of  gout,  aud  was 
a  convivial  person,  partaking  generously  of  wine  and  the 
pleasures  of  the  table,  to  which  he  had  been  more  than 
usually  exposed  shortly  before.  His  wife  was  under  treat- 
ment  for  slight  leucorrhcea,  with  a  benign  abrasion  on  the 
anterior  lip  of  the  os. 

I  stopped  the  husband's  wine,  gave  him  a  weak  zinc 
injection,  and  insisted  upon  frequent  colil  ablutitms.  Cans- 
tic  and  the  zinc  lotiim  were  applied  to  tlie  ulcer,  whilst  I 
pot  him  on  a  course  of  Vichy  water*  Man  and  wife  were 
both  perfectly  well  in  three  weeks  ;  never  bad  the  slightest 
inconvenience  afterwards  and  have  since  had  three  healthy 
chihlren. — Obstetrical  JonrnaJ, 


Cauterizalion  of  the  Uterine  Cavity, 


h 

^^V  We  transcribe  the  foHowing  trom  the  L}fon  Medical  for 

I  December,  1873  : 

I  Dr.   Blanchard  (thi'^se  pour  le  doctorat,  par  M.  Joseph 

I  Blanchard,  Paris,  1873J  belongs  to  the  seliool  of  those  gyne- 

I  eulogists,  who  in  uterine  atTections  attribute  much  to  the 

I  body  of  the  womb,     fie  cloes  not  admit,  with  Beimet,  that 

I  metritis  of  the  neck   is  tlie  rule  and  metritis  of  the  Ixidy 
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the  exception.  He  showsi  on  the  contrary,  that  the  in* 
flammiitiuii,  fungoHities,  uiid  ulcerations  are  most  ordinarily 
i'otind  in  the  mucous  uiembrant}  which  hues  the  cavity  of 
thti  body.  Tiierapeutic  means  address^ed  only  to  the  lesion 
of  the  neck  are  completely  inwiitficient*  The  disease  must 
be  followed  to  the  superior  orifice  of  the  cervicnl  cavity. 

Among  the  means  to  this  end,  M.  Blan chard  hns  specially 
studied  astringent  and  CHUntic  injections,  painting  the 
internal  face  of  the  body  by  meaus  of  a  brush  dipped  in 
nitrate  of  silver  or  other  solutions,  and  above  all.  by  meauB 
of  medicated  pencils  introduced  into  the  womb.  Among 
injectiuuB,  he  mentions  tliuse  made  with  decoction  of  oak 
bark,  tincture  of  iodine  in  water,  iodide  of  iron,  percbloride 
of  iron,  and  glycerine.  The  author  says  that  after  this 
practice,  he  has  unhappily  seen  a  certain  number  of  cases 
of  peritonitis  develope*  These  accidents  are  not  due  to  the 
passage  of  some  of  tlie  injection  into  the  mbes.  The 
experiments  of  Vidal  De  Cassis,  of  Klemm,  Petit  and 
Astros  liave  shown  that  the  penetration  of  the  injection 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity  is  nearly  impossible  in  the  con- 
ditions in  which  intra-uterine  injections  are  made.  The 
peritonitis  is  due  to  the  presence  of  a  peri-uterine  inflam- 
matory centre,  which  is  lighted  up  by  the  impression  pro- 
duced on  the  uterine  mucous  membrane.  One  is  protected 
from  such  accidents  by  carefully  exploring  before  the 
operation  all  the  points  of  the  true  pelvis,  and  by  Hbatain- 
ing  every  time  one  discovers  the  least  trace  of  periuterine 
rnflammaticm*  That  is  a  formal  contra-iudication,  which, 
moreover,  is  common  to  two  other  means  of  medication, 
which  Dr.  Bhuichard  passes  in  review* 

Painting  the  uterine  mucous  membrane  is  done  by 
means  of  a  canula,  which  is  placed  in  the  cervical  cavity, 
and  through  which  the  brush  is  passed. 

M.  Nonat  and  M.  Courty  are  able  in  this  way  to  paint 
the  whole  cavity  of  the  uterus  with  astringent  or  caustic 
solutions,  tincture  of  iodine  or  nitrate  of  silver. 

The  introduction  of  medicated  pencils  Into  the  Uterine 
cavity  has  most  particularly  fixed  the  attention  of  M. 
Blan  chard.  MM.  Bec(|uerel  and  Rodier  have  employed 
long  pencils  composed  of  gum  tragacanth,  mixed  with  alum, 
sulphate  of  copper,  sulphate  of  zinc,  or  tannin.  This  last 
substance  alone  has  given  good  results. 

Recourse  has  been  had  to  pencils  of  nitrate  of  silver. 
But  the  caustic  wliich  M.  Blanchard  prefers  is  a  mixture 
of  nitrate  of  silver  and  nitrate  of  potash.  These  are  the 
pencils  which  he  has  seen  used  in  the  service  of  M.  Laro- 
yenne.     He  describes  with  care  the  operative  preceding 


precautions  of  the  able  surgeon  of  La  Charity,  He  estab- 
lishes the  indications  and  contra-indicatiotiB  of  this  method 
of  treatment,  relates  six  cases  of  cure  obtained  in  cases  of 
chronic  metritis,  and  terminates  hie  interesting  work  by 
the  following  conclusions : 

1.  Introduced  into  the  uterine  cavity,  the  pencil  of 
nitrate  of  silver  and  potash  is  a  completely  inoffensive 
agent. 

2.  It  raav  be  left  in  the  cavity,  if  it  be  necessary  to  pro* 
foundly  mociify  the  mucous  membrane. 

3,  Its  employment  is  formally  contra-indicated  in  all 
inflammatory  states  of  the  uterine  annexes  or  adjacent 
tissues, 

4,  Its  application  has  been  followed  by  cure  in  cases  of 
abundant  leucorrhcea,  chronic  metritis  of  a  hemorrhagic 
character,  and  occlusion  of  the  internal  orifice  of  the  neck, 
with  retention  of  the  secretions. 

6.  In  the  case  of  metritis  developed  under  the  influence 
of  a  fibroma  or  deviation  of  the  uterus,  it  gives  marked 
ease,  and  often  causes  the  disappearance  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  symptoms  ;  but  not  acting  on  the  cause,  it  does 
not  save  the  patient  from  relapses. —  Obstett^ul  JournoL 


The  Delivery  of  the  Placenta  by  Snpra-Pnbic  Pressure* 


Judging  from  our  own  experience  and  from  the  number 
of  laudatory  papers  on  this  subject^  Credo's  method  of  de* 
livering  the  placenta,  or  some  slight  modification  of  it,  bids 
fair  to  take  the  place  of  every  other.  The  plan  which  we 
adopt  is  as  follows  ;  At  the  maximum  of  the  first  uterine 
contraction  after  birth  of  the  child,  the  fundus  of  the  womb 
is  grasped  through  the  abdominal  wall,  between  the  thumb 
in  front  and  the  fingers  behind.  It  is  then  to  be  both  for* 
ciblv  squeezed  and  at  the  same  time  pressed  downward  and 
bacKward.  By  means  of  this  uterine  expression  the  pla- 
centa  and  membranes  are  usually  at  once  detached  and  ex- 
traded.  Sometimes,  indeed,  they  will  suddenly  pop  out  of 
the  vulva,  just  as  the  stone  escapes  when  a  cherry  is  com- 
pressed ^between  the  finger  ana  thumb.  Occasionally  it 
will  require  two  or  more  pains  to  effect  this  ;  but  the  sooner 
this  plan  is  resorted  to  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  the 
more  easy  in  execution  %vill  it  be.  Those  who,  like  oui^ 
selves,  practice  this  method,  contend  that  it  offers  many  ad- 
vautages  over  any  other.     The  risk  of  communicating  any 
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puerperal  disease  is  lessened.  The  expulsion  of  the  pla- 
centa and  membranes  bv  a  tns  a  (ergo  h  more  likely  to  be 
complete  than  by  traction  on  the  cord,  which  cannot  be 
broken,  as  no  traction  is  made  on  it.  Adherent  placenta  is 
less  frequently  met  with.  The  introduction  of  the  hand 
into  the  womb  ih  avoided,  and  80»  also,  as  a  consequence,  is 
the  ingress  of  air.  Finally,  the  tonic  and  energetic  con- 
traction of  the  womb,  following  this  manoeuvre,  prevents 
the  occurrence  of  hemorrhage  or  of  unruly  after-pains. — 
Bhdical  Times,  October,  1873* 


Extirpation  of  the  Inverted  Uterus. 


Professor  Martini  Barta  (17  Morgagni,  xiv  8,  e.  9,  p.  594, 
72,)  relates  the  following  case  :  A  woman  in  her  second 
labor  had  complete  inversion  of  the  uterus*  The  labor  was 
very  quick  and  the  cord  was  twisted  round  the  neck  of  the 
child*  The  uterus  at  first  was  protruded  through  the 
ostittm  vagince;  it  was  pushed  back  and  did  not  again  appear 
externally.  For  three  months  after  ithis  she  had  very 
severe  menorrhagia,  which  p€*rsi«ted  in  spite  of  all  haemos- 
tatics. Dr.  Barta  found  the  vagina  filled  by  the  enlarged 
and  inverted  uterus ;  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus 
appeared  to  pass  directly  into  that  of  the  vagina.  As  the 
continued  loss  of  blood  was  endangering  the  woman's  life, 
J}v\  Barta  determined  to  remove  the  inverted  uterus* 
This  was  done  in  fifteen  raimifces,  by  Chaissagniac'st^crasenr; 
very  little  blood  was  lost,  A  fainting  fit  came  on  directly 
after  the  operation,  which  lasted  seven  hours  ;  peritonitisi 
followed,  which  continued  fourteen  days.  The  patient  left 
for  her  home  on  the  twenty-second  day  after  the  operation. 
She  was  seen  on  the  fortieth  day  and  was  then  quite  well. 
The  tumor  removed  consisted  of  the  fundus,  body  and  neck 
of  the  uterus,  except  the  vaginal  portion.  A  portion  of 
the  Fallopian  tubes*  about  five  cm.,  was  attached  to  the 
uterus  ;  also,  a  part  of  the  broad  and  round  ligaments* 
The  tissue  of  the  uterus  was  normal,  except  being  slightly 
softened.  On  oxamination,  the  vagina  and  the  vaginal  por- 
tion of  the  neck  were  healthy;  the  finger  entered  a  hole  the 
size  of  a  hazel  nut,  but  no  communication  with  the  abdomi- 
nal cavity  could  be  detected. — Obstetrical  Journal, 
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Muscular  Advancement  {PowerB  of  Re-adjustment)  by 
Means  oi  the  Double  Threads 


By  L.  DB  Wecker,  M,D.,  Pam,  Annates  (rOciUisUque^  Xhoemhat^  1873. 

Translated  by  N,  Martinacue,  M.D,,  Sun  FranciBoo* 


In  works  on  opbtlialmolagy,  and  particularly  in  treatises 
on  ocular  surgery,  muscular  advancement  (the  process  of 
re-adjustment)  is  Bcldom  recommended  to  be  used  except 
iu  cases  of  secondary  strabismus  (reeulting  from  an  anterior 
tenotomy,  which  had  been  imperfectly  performed)  and  para- 
lytic strabismus.  Prom  this  we  can  easily  see  that  none  of 
the  treatises  describe  a  process  of  re-adjuatment  in  which 
the  recession  of  the  opponent  muscle  is  not  an  integral 
part. 

Id  the  statistics  published  of  operations  performed  io  the 
great  ophthalmological  cliuics,  it  is  stated  that  the  number 
of  operations  for  re-adjustment  amounts  to  onl)^  one-tenth 
part  of  those  for  retrocession,  which  is  explained  thus : 
The  cases  of  strabismus  (secondary  and  paralytic)  which 
were  reserved  for  the  operation  of  advancement,  are  much 
rarer  than  the  cases  which  are  thought  to  be  best  treated 
by  means  of  muscular  recession  ;  besidesi  because  a  large 
number  of  cases  which  are  treated  by  teuotomy  of  the  op- 
ponent muscle  are  removed  from  the  list  of  secondary  and 
paralytic  strabismus,  and  are  only  healed  by  bringing  for- 
ward when  the  first  operation  has  proved  insufficient. 

The  reason  why  advancement  of  the  insertion  of  the 
muscle  has  been  restricted  to  so  small  a  number  of  applica- 
tions,  in  spite  of  the  improvements  effected  by  Mr.  Critchett, 
is  that,  compared  with  recession,  it  is  a  more  complicated 
operation,  giving  rise  to  a  more  serious  traumatism  ;  the 
section  of  the  two  tendons  must  be  made,  and  several 
sutures  used. 

Notwithstanding  this,  it  is  undeniable  that  in  augmenting 
the  muscular  force  rather  than  in  weakening  it  we  are  fol- 
lowing more  nearl}^  the  principles  of  conservative  surgery. 
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There  are  Dumerous  cases  of  squiut  caused  by  mnsciilar 

weakness  (myopic  strabiflmos)  io  which  it  is  io  every  re- 
apect  more  ratioual  to  remedy  the  defect  by  giving  a  sur- 
plus of  strength  which  will  make  the  itisufliciencj  disappear, 
than  by  simply  palliating  it  by  weakening  the  opponent 
muscle. 

If  these  are  the  true  principles,  why  not  follow  them? 
The  reason  why  they  have  not  been  followed  is,  that  it  is 
60  much  easier  to  abstract  force  than  to  give  it,  and  that 
whilst  ID  a  case  of  divergent  myopic  strabismus,  we  can  cut 
the  right  external  rapidly  and  easily,  we  can  only  advance 
the  right  internal  with  difficulty  and  slowness.  But  as  the 
labor  of  the  surgeon  and  the  suffering  of  the  patient  are 
no  greater,  no  one  should  hesitate  between  advancement 
and  recession,  and  the  former  should  certainly  be 
preferred* 

Now  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  we  are  simply  theoriz- 
ing ;  a  practical  application  will  show  the  superiority  of 
re-adjustment*  The  palpebral  orifice  of  an  eye  affected 
with  divergence  (especially  when  the  eye  presents  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  myopia)  is  generally  larger  ;  it  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  muscular  retrocession  increases  the  size  of 
the  orifice  still  more.  In  correcting  the  divergence,  we 
then  aggravate  the  condition  of  the  orifice,  which  becomes 
much  more  apparent  when  the  position  of  the  eyes  is 
correct. 

On  the  contrary,  the  advancement  combats  effectually  the 
widening  of  the  orifice,  and  cures,  with  the  deviation,  the 
apparent  exophthalmos. 

Muscular  advancement,  if  we  have  a  process  as  simple, 
or  almost  as  simple,  as  that  for  recession,  is  then  i  neon  test- 
ably  preferable  in  all  cases  of  strabismus  depending  on 
want  of  muscular  power. 

We  have  been  endeavoring  to  work  out  this  problem  for 
some  time  past  and  we  believe  we  have  succeeded  in  sim- 
plifying the  process.     The  simplifications  bear  : 

Firstly — On  the  suppression  of  the  retrocession  of  the 
antagonistic  muscle  ; 
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Secondly — On  the  suture  of  the  muscle  aod  the  traction 
for  its  advancement. 

Our  personal  experienco  has  proved  to  us  that  bad  cases 
of  secondary  atrabismua  can  be  cured  by  simply  bringing 
forward  the  tendon,  which  remained  too  far  behind  after 
the  first  operation*  Evidently,  in  cutting  the  antagonistic 
(the  right  external  in  a  case  of  divergent  secondary 
strabismus),  we  facilitate  the  appmach  of  the  right  internal 
tendon  towards  the  edge  of  the  cornea;  but  on  the  other 
bandi  in  opening  the  conjunctiva,  the  sub-conjunctival 
tissue  and  the  capsule  of  Tenon,  for  the  section  of  the  right 
external,  we  sensibly  weaken  the  resistance  of  the  points 
which  should  serve  as  a  support  in  drawing  forward  the 
tendon  of  the  muscle  to  be  advanced* 

In  a  case  of  advancement  of  the  right  internal,  for 
instance,  if  we  first  cut  the  right  external,  the  whole  of  the 
external  envelope  of  the  globe  (the  conjunctiva,  the 
sub-conjuDctival  tissue  and  the  capsule  of  Tenon)  will  be  dis- 
placed and  drawn  towards  the  large  angle  of  the  eye,  at 
the  moment  when  the  sutures  which  are  intended  to  draw 
the  tendon  towards  the  border  are  closed  above  and  below 
the  edge  of  the  cornea.  But  if  we  leave  the  envelopes 
intact  round  the  external  circumference  of  the  cornea,  we 
find  a  solid  support  to  advance  the  detached  muscle j  even 
as  far  as  the  edge  of  the  cornea.  By  this  means  we  gain 
all  that  the  section  of  the  antagonistic  allows  lor  the 
advancement,  and  considerably  simplify  the  operation,  as 
^^  well  as  the  traumatism. 
^H  There  is  no  doubt  that  we  diminish  the  palpebral  opening 

^^  much  more  by  advancement  without  recession  of  the 
I  antagonistiCf  than  by  the  old  method.     We  may  say  then 

I  that  we  reduce  the  muscular  advancement  to  a  simple  de- 

I  tacliment  of  the  tendon  of  a  muscle,  with  the  employment 

^^  of  two  sutures*  The  difference  between  this  operation  and 
^^m  dimple  strabotomy  only  consists  in  the  addition  of  one 
^H  AOture,  as  many  operators  close  the  conjunctival  wound 
^^      with  one. 

^  A  second  important  point  is  to  find  a  kind  of  suture 

^H      which  will  graft  the  muscle  exactly  in  front,  avoid  any  false 
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direction  of  the  tendon  and  consequently  any  defective 
inclination  from  the  meridian^  and  also  avoid  the  diplopia 
which  might  followp 

In  other  words,  we  must  find  a  double  suture,  which  by 
equal  traction  will  draw  the  tendon  directly  towards  the 
edge  of  the  cornea,  by  giving  an  equal  movement  to  the 
superior  and  inferior  extremities  of  the  tendon. 

PREPARING    FOR   THE    OPERATION* 

Besides  the  ordinary  strabotoray  inetrumentB,  the  eurgeoo 
must  be  provided   with  a  strongs  but  thin,  silk  thread, 

with  three  needles  attached,  one  at  the  middle  of  the  loop 
which  is  formed  in  doubling,  and  one  at  each  end  of  the 
thread. 

THE    OPERATION* 

Having  inserted  the  separator,  and,  in  case  of  advaoco- 
ment  of  the  right  internal  muscle,  directed  the  eye  strongly 
outwards,  the  conjunctiva  is  seized  near  the  internal  edge 
of  the  cornea,  and  an  incision  is  made  along  the  edge  for  a 
length  of  about  10  to  12  millimetres.  Then  the  conjunctiva 
is  detached  above  the  insertion  of  the  mueclo  to  near  the 
caruncle,  so  as  to  take,  by  a  single  movement  of  the 
large  hook,  the  entire  muscle  on  the  instrument*  The  ten- 
don is  carefully  detached  by  grazing  the  sclerotica,  by 
means  of  the  small  hook,  being  careful  that  no  portion  of 
the  tendon  adheres  to  the  sclerotica.  If  there  is  any 
adherence,  the  large  hook  should  be  given  to  an  assistant 
and  held  so  that  the  muscle  and  conjianctiva  are  suspended  ; 
the  detachment  is  completed  by  means  of  the  small 
crotchet  and  the  scissors,  as  far  as  the  upper  and  lower 
ends  of  its  insertion.  If,  as  sometimes  happens,  the  muscle, 
after  being  completely  detached,  slips  with  the  conjunctiva, 
and  escapes  off  the  large  hook,  the  tendon  and  conjunctiva 
are  easily  caught  by  means  of  the  forceps ;  it  is  totally 
unnecessary  for  that  purpose  to  "  plunge  the  forceps  into 
an  obscure  depth."  (Schweigger — Handbook  of  Oculistics, 
second  edition,  1873,  page  185.)  The  hook  which  holds 
the  muscle  is  lifted  up,  and  the  muscle  and  conjunc- 
tiva are  pierced  by  the  needle  with  the  double  thread  from 
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within^  outwards.  The  needle  8ljou!d  penetrate  at  a  dis- 
tance of  3  or  4  millimetres  (1  1-5  to  1  3-5  lines)  from 
the  detached  edge  of  the  tendon  and  exactly  in  the  middle 
of  the  muscle.  The  two  other  needles  are  passed  through 
near  the  ends  of  tho  wound  in  the  conjunctiva,  and 
emerge  at  3  or  4  millimetres  above  and  below  the  upper 
and  lower  edge  of  the  cornea,  as  shown  in  the  figure* 
The  threads  are  cut  near  the  needles  and  the  two  sutures 
are  tied.  Two  threads  of  different  colors  may  be  used,  so 
that  the  ends  which  belong  to  the  same  thread  may  be  dia- 
tingiiifihed,     A  banilage  is  then  applied. 

In  order  to  increase  the  effect  of  the  oparatiou,  the  double- 
threaded  needle  can  be  passed  through  further  from  the 
detached  edge  of  the  muscle. 

A  larger  hold  of  the  conjunctiva  may  be  taken  with  the 
other  two  needles,  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  circum- 
stance that  the  conjunctiva,  after  the  closing  of  the  sutures, 
is  drawn  over  two-thirds  of  the  cornea. 

There  is  some  danger  lest  the  neiMlle  should  slip  from 
the  thread  whilst  hanging  down,  and  to  avoid  this  I  \me 
Mathieu^s  double-eyed  needle* 

I  leave  the  sutures  for  three  or  four  days  ;  occasionally, 
however,  I  remove  them  in  48  hours,  if  there  is  much  con- 
junctival secretion  or  there  is  much  pain.  The  patients 
generally  complain  of  a  sJigIrt  traction  of  the  eye,  but  this 
only  hists  for  a  few  hoars,  and  disappears  under  the  band- 
I  age,  80  that  the  next  day  they  feel  as  well  as  if  they  had 

^H      only  undergone  a  simple  tenotomy. 
^^1  The  conditions  for  the  operation  are  the  following  : 

^^^  1.     Divergent  strabismus  (myopic)  from  want  of  power 

■  of  the  right  iutarnal  muscles*     Here  it  should  replace  the 

I  operation  by  recession,  not  only  because  the  latter  is  ir- 

^_       rational,  but  because  it  often  fails, 

^1  2.     Paralytic  strabismus — when  the  indications  for  the 

W  recession  of  the  antagonistic  muscle,  or  for  the  advance- 

I  ment  of  the  paretic  muscle,  are  furnished   by   a   partial 

^^       return  of  the  muscuhir  function^  or  by  a  complete  stoppage 
^H      of  the  partial  cure. 
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3.  In  secondary  strabismus,  when  the  retraction  of  the 
antagonistic  muscle  id  not  rery  marked,  and,  when  it  is 
completely  relaxed — i.  c*,  when  the  patient  looks  strongly 
to  the  side  where  the  section  of  the  muscle  was  formerly 
made — it  permits  the  cornea  to  come  to  the  middle 
of  the  palpebral  opening.  I  admit,  then,  here  a  complete 
absence  of  action  of  the  strongly  drawn  back  muscle 
im  the  displacement  of  the  centre  of  the  cornea  ;  in  this 
case,  the  correction  may  be  perfect  without  the  necessity 
for  attacking  the  antagonistic.  As  to  the  forms  of  con* 
comitant  convergent  strabismus  of  a  hypermetropic  nature, 
which  can  be  treated  by  muscular  advancement,  I  have 
not  sufficient  experience  in  them  at  present  to  be  able  to 
give  an  opinion* 

If  pains  is  taken  to  compare  this  simple  process  by  the 
aid  of  the  double  thread  with  the  diverse  methods  recom- 
mended up  to  the  present  time,  the  difterence  will  be  found 
to  be  great.  As  to  the  utility  of  our  system,  we  can  affirm 
that  it  is,  at  least,  equal  to  the  other  methods.*  As  to 
diminishing  the  opening  and  the  reduction  of  a  certain 
degree  of  exophthalmia,  muscular  advancement,  without 
recession  of  the  antagonistic  muscle,  is  incontestably 
superior  to  any  process  hitherto  employed. 


Administration  of  Ether. — At  the  Belle vue  Hospital ^ 

New  York,  the  administration  of  potass,  bromid.  gr.  xxx,  pre- 
vious, and  the  same  amount  immediately  following,  or  as  soon 
as  the  patient  can  conveniently  swallow,  after  the  administra- 
tion of  sulphuric  ether  for  the  purpose  of  producing  anaes- 
thesia, is  now  regularly  resorted  to*  The  effect  is  to  prevent 
the  vomiting  which  so  commonly  follows  the  use  of  the 
anaesthetic.^ J/erficaZ  Becord,  January  1st,  1874. 

•  U  1b  eridezit  tliiit  tr«ction  Applied  by  the  inturo  which  Is  h«re  rooommendAd,  And 
which  ftcU  un  the  mlddk>  of  tbv  tcD^ViD,  dnwlnj?  the  muflculu-  ioMttiiNl  in  U&e  dlrecUoii 
ttt  the  traiifiveriK;  dijimetor  tow&rda  the  edge  of  the  <u>rne«,  is  more  powezfttl  tbao  thfti 
or  two  lutureB.  which,  being  Attached  to  niAr  the  edf^jt  of  the  movele,  dimw  tbe  «dge» 
•epanU^ly  c«ch  to  its  own  itde.  By  pUclng  thu  douMe  thread  exactly  in  the  middle  of 
Ihe  tendon,  aDd  by  pawtnig  the  thx^ad  which  traverHca  the  conjuuctlvi  eynunetricftUj 
QMT  the  edge  of  the  comee.  a  regularity  of  timctlou  and  an  equality  in  tho  dlBpUoeiment 
of  the  tendon  is  obtAtned,  which  is  impoeeihlo  with  laterai  and  isolated  satnres.  It  im 
of  the  utmost  imporUnee,  and  the  expeiienee  of  Mr,  Snellen  confirms  my  poeltlon,  thst 
in  tb«  dlHplacement,  adTaQcement  or  retirement  of  the  tendon,  the  cure  should  tako 
place  by  giving  the  tendon  s  new  kieoirtioB,  which  should  be  perfectly  puatlel  with  the 
old  one. 
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A  Move  in  the  Right  Direction* 

Under  the  above  caption,  in  the  June  number  of  the 
Western  Lancet, we  commented  on  tberesokition  presented 
by  Dn  Oatman,  of  Sacramento,  to  the  State  Medical 
Society,  at  its  last  session,  and  by  them  unanimously 
passed.     The  resolution  read  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  tlie  duty  of  and  we  hereby  recom- 
mend to  the  Legislature  of  California  to  pass  a  law  making 
it  a  misdemeanor  for  a  person,  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
who  is  not  a  graduate  of  some  institution  of  learning 
authorized  by  law  to  confer  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine,  who  shall  place  before  or  after  his  or  her  name, 
in  any  manuscript,  label,  wrapper,  card,  handbill,  circular, 
newspaper,  pamphlet,  magazine,  book  or  any  advertisement, 
the  word  **  Doctor/'  or  the  abbreviation  M.  D.,  or  Dr.,  or 
any  others  signifying  directly  or  cofistructively  that  the 
person  is  a  graduate  of  such  an  institution,  or  who  shall 
authorize  or  sanction  the  same  by  others  in  his  or  her 
iutaiests;  and  that  any  person  found  guilty  of  such  misde- 
meanor shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 

dollars  or  imprisonment  for  not  less  than years,  or  by 

both  such  fine  and  imprisonment- 

The  State  Legislature  has  now  been  in  session  upwards 
of  three  months,  and  as  yet  we  have  heard  nothing  of  the 
introduction  of  a  bill  which  embodies  the  ideas  of  this 
resolution.  Is  it  that  the  matter  has  been  canvassed  by 
the  members  of  the  Society  living  at  Sacramento  and  found 
to  be  impracticable,  and  consequently  has  withdrawn  it? 
or  has  it  been  presented  and  killed  in  Committee?  What 
is  the  matter?  Surely  nothing  appertaining  to  the 
profession  and  welfare  of  the  whole  people  will  be  acted 
on  this  session  that  can  be  compared  to  this  in  importance. 

Will  not  our  brethren  in  Sacramento  look  to  it  and  see 

that  some  action  be  had  in  the  premises?  and  will  not  such 

Fof  our  legislators  as  feel  an  earnest  interest  in  the  cause  of 

health  and  the  protection  of  the  people  against  imposition 

and    ignorance  give   it    their  determined  support    and 

aasistance  7 


1^^^ 
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In  our  editorial  of  Juno  we  wrote  aa  loUows  : 
Perhaps  in  no  State  of  the  Union  does  quackery  * 
as  in  California  ;  nowhere  that  it  reaps  such 
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riot  '^  as  m  Ualilornia  ;  nowhere  that  it  reaps 
reward  ;  nowhere  that  it  is  countenanced  by  the  (in  other 
matters)  intelHgeut  people  to  the  same  extent ;  nowhere 
that  the  audacity  or  impudence  that  characterizes  tlie 
charlatan^  wliether  it  be  the  nostrum  vendors  on  the  corners 
of  our  streets,  that  make  '^niglit  hideous^^  by  their  bawlings^ 
or  the  more  genteel  but  proportionately  dangerous 
pretender^  that  reclines  on  his  aatin-covered  ottoman ,  sur- 
rounded by  gilded  walls  and  attended  by  a  retinue  of 
Bervants,  is  encouraged  in  the  same  degree  ;  nowhere  that 
signs   stretching   from  building   to   building,  emblazoned 

with  Dr, ,  M.  D,,  Astrologer  and  Physician,  would  in 

the  same  manner  be  permitted  :  nowhere  that  newspapers 
seem  to  have  such  an  utter  disregard  for  the  interests  of 
the  populace  in  this  direction  ;  nowhere  that  respectable 
men  allow  themselves  to  be  used  through  the  furnishing  of 
certificates  of  miraculous  cures  to  dupe  others,  or  bolster 
and  encourage  the  deception  practiced  by  these  tinseled 
mountebanks  ;  and  hence,  nowhere  that  tbese  shameless 
things  make  so  strong  an  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  unwary 
fluflerer  and  humanity  in  general,  for  the  protection  which 
the  law-makers  have  it  in  their  power  to  furnish,  through 
the  enactment  of  a  law  or  statute,  which  shall  embody  the 
ideas  contained  in  the  resolution  of  Dr*  Oatman. 

When  may  the  people  of  California  look  with  confidence 
to  their  Legislature  for  such  laws  bearing  on  this  and 
similar  questions  as  will  prove  wholesome?  When  will  the 
strong  arm  of  the  law  be  outstretched  to  protect  the 
stranger^ — the  sick  man  in  his  anxiety  for  health,  grasping 
at  straws — from  the  snares  besetting  him  on  every  hann  ? 

It  may  be  reasoned  by  some,  as  it  has  been  many  times 
in  our  legislative  halls,  that  any  law  which  is  specially 
protective,  or  that  shall  extend  itself  to  one  class  only,  is 
unconstitutional ;  a  reasoning  which  is  in  itself  specious, 
advanced  usually  by  such  as  are  to  be  affected  by  it,  but 
which  we  contend  is  not  tenable  in  anywise.  But  if  it  be 
so,  if  it  is  that  the  people  cannot  secure  to  themselves, 
through  their  representatives,  because  of  constitutional 
disabilities,  that  safety  which  wholesome  laws  afford — then 
say  we,  a77iend  the  Constitution,  as  has  been  done  before, 
that  the  greatest  good  may  be  vouchsafed  the  greatest 
number. 

Or  if  it  be  as  we  suspect,  that  all  efforts  at  legislative 
action  heretofore  has  failed  because  of  the  venality  of  those 
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whom  we  had  the  right  to  tarn  to  for  aid — then  we  say,  let 
the  people  look  to  it  that  none  are  sent  to  represent  them 
who  are  not  in  fact  and  in  truth  representative. 

Let  every  diplomated  doctor  in  the  State  interest  him* 
self  in  this  matter,  using  his  ettbrts  to  secure  the  selection 
of  such  men,  who,  when  they  reach  the  legislative  halls  of 
the  State,  wnll  not  forget  or  be  influenced  prejudicially  in 
their  ohligation  to  the  people  who  sent  them  tliere. 

We  honor  Dr.  Oatmau  tbr  the  stand  he  has  taken,  and 
hope  that,  living  as  he  does  at  the  Capital,  he  will,  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  loyal  members  of  the  profession  (of 
which  class  there  are  many  in  Sacramento,  who  w^ll,  we  feel 
assured,  with  the  unanimity  and  earnestness  which  so  dis- 
tinguishes  them),  use  every  eflbrt  to  secure  the  passage  of 
a  proper  statute,  which  shall,  in  its  operatioo,  carry  out  the 
intention  of  his  resolution,  and  we  here  pledge  the  support 
of  The  Lancet  in  their  laudable  efforts. 

We  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  reproducing  the  above,  and 
offer  as  our  apology  the  importance  of  the  subject  just  at 
this  time,  whilst  the  Legislature  is  in  session.  And 
ID.  conclusion,  we  invoke  the  earnest  aid  of  our  Sacramento 
physicians,  to  the  end  of  securing  the  passage  of  some  law 
which  will  secure  the  object  of  Dr.  Oatman's  resolution. 


Low  Standard  of  Literature  in  Journalism. 


In  our  February  number,  under  the  above  caption,  we 
replied  to  a  very  weak  and  ungenerous  attack  made  upon 
us  in  the  Pacljic  Medical  and  Suiyical  Jom'nal  of  the  same 
month,  in  which  we  were  accused  of  using  the  third  person 
plural,  when  we  should  have  used  the  third  person  singular 
—a  very  common  error  and  one  undeserving  the  space  and 
time  allotted  to  it  by  our  contemporary* 

We  took  occasion,  in  the  course  of  our  reply,  to  say  that 
**  life  is  too  short  and  our  time  too  vcduaUe  to  be  passed  in 
parsing  every  sentence  of  another's  composition,"  and  also 
that  we  were  inclined  to  think  that  a  very  casual  glance  at 
our  critic  v^uld  doubtless  prove  it  to  be  amenable,  in  a 
larger  degree  possibly,  and  in  the  same  direction. 
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The  very  day  after  the  Lancet  was  issued^  our  atteatton 

was  called  by  one  of  the  warmest  friends  of  the  Fo/c^ic 
Journal  to  an  article  in  its  editorial  department,  under  the 
caption  of  ''False  Facta."  We  submit  that,  whilst  this 
expression  is  very  commonly  used,  yet  it  is  very  far  from 
being  grammatical,  and  ought  not  to  have  appeared  in  the 
columns  of  a  journal  whose  editor  is  so  hypercritical. 

For  reasons  already  stated,  we  do  not  propose  to  discuss 
this  or  any  of  many  like  errors?  of  the  Journal,  but  have 
alluded  to  the  fact  that  it  may  admonish  its  editor  to  deal 
with  the  matter  of  the  Lancff,  rather  than  the  grammatical 
construction  of  its  sentences,  and  fnrtlier  to  remind  him  of 
an  old  adage^  viz*  :  '*  That  those  wixo  live  in  glass  houses 
should  never  throw  stones/^ 


Pharmacopoeia  Germanica, 


Carlisle,  Pa.,  February  6tli,  1874. 
R.  Beverly  Cole,  M.D.  : — Dear  Sir  :^l  thank  you  for 
the  January  number  of  the  Western  Lancet,  with  a  notice 
of  my  translation  of  the  German  Pharmacupceia,  and  allow 
mo  to  call  to  your  attention  the  unintentional  error  yoii 
have  fallen  in  by  saying :  **  It  is  greatly  condensed  from 
the  text  of  the  original,"  The  fact  is^  it  is  a  complete  trans- 
lation from  the  entire  text  of  the  original,  together  with  an 
appendix,  and  the  index  of  systematic  names,  which  I  addeil 
thereto.    By  making  this  correction  you  will  oblige, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

C.'L.  LOCHMAN. 

We  are  pleased  to  have  our  attention  called,  through  the 
above  letter  of  the  translator.  C.  L-  Lochman,  to  au  error 
inadvertently  made  in  our  notice  of  the  Pharmacojxma  Ger* 
mamoa^— a  copy  of  which  he  was  pleased  to  send  us — ^and 
hope  our  explanation  may  be  satisfectory* 


The  relief  that  is  afforded  to  want,  ad  waot^  tends  ta 
increase  that  want. —  Whaidy, 


State  Board  of  Health. 
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Abstract  hem  the  Beports  of  Deaths  and  their  Gauaes  in  the  following 
OitieB  and  Towns  in  Oalifomiai  during  Deoemberf  1873. 
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Semarks.^-W hile  we  ai^  pleased  at  the  present  writing 
(Febrnury  2Sth),  to  be  able  to  st^ite  that  the  epidemic  of 
Scarlatina  \b  rapidly  abating  in  our  metrojHjlisj  it  is,  at  the 
Bame  time,  a  matter  of  regret  to  find,  that,  in  tlio  discharge 
of  our  oftictal  duties,  we  have  been  the  innocent  cause  of 

rimonious  dispntntion   among  othens,   actuated   by  the 
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same  motives  as  we  have  been.  In  recommending  '*  isola* 
tion,  even  to  the  temporary  suspension  of  our  public 
fichoolg,"  as  the  only  effective  prophylactic  for  the  arrest 
of  Scarlet  fever^  we  were  only  echoing  the  advice  of  the 
highest  sanitary  authorities.  For  although  a  great  deal  of 
study  has  been  given  to  the  investigation  of  the  coramuni- 
cability  of  Scarlatina^  we  mufit  confess  that  this  disease  has 
baflSed  all  analysts,  and  that  all  other  measures  taken  to 
prevent  its  propagation  or  spread  have  proved  frnitlesa. 
Judging  from  the  infornuition  that  has  reached  this  office, 
its  type  has  not  been  very  malignant,  but  we  have  no  other 
means  of  measuring  its  prevalence  except  by  the  death-rate< 
Now  it  is  very  desirable  to  find  out  the  sickness-rate  of 
this,  as  well  as  of  other  diseases;  but  in  cities  or  large 
towusj  where  there  are  many  physicians,  this  is  almost 
impossible.  In  small  towns  or  villages,  however,  w^here 
there  are  only  one  or  two  physicians,  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  condition  of  health  in  every  family,  a  very  close 
approximation  to  the  absolute  troth  may  be  reached* 
Witli  the  aid  of  the  invaluable  little  handbook  of  the  Drs. 
Elmer,  our  correspondents  from  the  country  could,  with 
very  little  trouble,  furnish  the  information  we  desire,  not 
only  as  regards  the  disease  in  question,  but  also  all  other 
diseases.  Many  positive  statements  arc  to  be  found  in  the 
writings  of  Sanitarians  concerning  the  ratio  of  the  sick  to 
the  well,  but  they  differ  so  widel)  from  each  other,  as  to  be 
little  better  than  guesses.  A  careful  record  of  the  sickness- 
rates  in  a  number  of  our  small  towns  would  enable  us  to 
estimate,  with  a  near  approach  to  certainty,  the  proportion 
of  persons  constantly  sick  throughout  the  State,  and  prove 
a  valuable  addition  to  sanitary  knowledge. 

Thos.  M.  Locjan,  M,D,, 
Permanent  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health. 


Suspicions  among  thoughts  are  like  bats  among  birds  : 
they  ever  fly  by  twilight* — Bacon. 


Monthly  Report  of  Deaths  Registered  in  San  Francisco  during 

January,  1873. 
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Some  Attempts  at  Human  Anaplasia  by  Means  of  Mu- 
cous G-rafts  taken  from  the  Cheeks  and  Tongues 
of  Rabbits  and  Oxen, 


BY  DR.  HOUZE  DE  L^  AULNOIT,  of  Lille. 
[Tranaliited  from  the  Frenoli  by   Mary  G,  Pntnom,  M,  D.] 


My  intention  in  tliis  note  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Academy  to  the  results  iliat  I  have  obtainecl  in  transplant- 
ing on  man  pieces  of  mucous  int:!ml>ranQ  taken  from  the 
buccal  cavity  of  the  rabbit  and  tVie  ox.  One  of  the  princi- 
pal inconveniences  of  the  human  dermo-opidermic  graft,  as 
It  haa  been  employed  by  Reverdin  (Gaz,  3fed.  de  AS7ra«* 
bourg,  1870;  ArcMves  Gen.  dc  Mea.,  1872),  Oilier,  {Gaz. 
fleWV,  No.  8, 1872),  L.  Le  Fort  Gosselin  (ibid,),  Uemarquay 
(ibid.),  Pollock,  Nelson,  Rouge,  and  Bercaru  (The^e,  Au- 
gust 7,  1872,  Paris),  is  to  cause  pain  to  the  patients  by  sub- 
mitting them  to  a  slight  operation,  with  out  danger  it  is 
true,  but  disagreeable  enough  to  be  retnsed  bv  some,  thu» 
obliging  the  surgeon  to  take  the  grafts  from  Ids  own  per- 
son. 

I  had  thought  then  since  the  month  of  November,  1871, 
of  taking  from  an  animal,  as  had  already  been  done  by  the 
advice  of  Bert  [Tliem  sur  la  Grqffe,  Anhnak),  Coze  (Com- 
munication to  the  Institute,  the  28tii  February,  1872),  who 
cut  cutaneous  grafts  from  a  rabbit,  and  Debrcuill,  from 
Guinea-pigs.  But  in  onler  to  approach  tfie  physiological 
conditions  of  the  human  skin,  1  intended  to  make  graft  Irom 
the  mucous  membrance  of  some  animal,  I  communicated 
my  idea,  on  the  30th  of  April,  to  Professor  Verneuil,  and, 
as  I  mentioned  the  rabbit  among  the  animals  most  suited 
to  this  class  of  experiments,  he  advised  me  choose  a  rabbit 
raised  in  the  country,  as  otTering  more  plasticity  than  those 
brought  up  in  our  great  cities. 

I  began  by  exoerimejits  on  the  1st  July»  1872,  and  I 
placed  on  several  patients  fourteen  little  mucous  ffraftSp 
coming  either  from  the  cheek  or  the  tongue  of  the  raohit. 

Twice,  moreover,  I  took  grafts  from  the  Ungual  mucous 
membrane  of  an  ox,  killed  hardly  an  hour  before.  As  the 
result  was  negative,  1  will  pass  over  these  two  attempts  in 
silence,  and  in  this  note  only  insist  on  the  fourteen  preced- 
ing experiments. 

A  few  words  on  the  method  of  operation  that  I  followed. 

Before  detaching  the  mucous  membrane,  I  killed  the  ani- 
mal by  holding  it  by  the  hind  legs,  and  striking  it  on  the 
back  of  the  neck;  then,  by  means  of  two  sections  made  with 
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scissors,  I  removed  the  skin  of  the  cheek,  and  dissect,  with 
pincers  and  a  bistoury*  from  its  iiiteroal  face,  piece  of  mu* 
coas  membrane  that  ^^houki  be  applied  to  human  tixssoes. 
The  method  of  MM,  OIHcr  and  Reverdin,  would  cause  less 
dragging  on  the  parts,  and  be  followed,  1  think,  with  sim- 
ilar results.  It  suffices  to  drag  tlie  tongue  forwards,  after 
having  separated  the  maxillte,  in  order  to  hft  upihe  lingual 
mucous  membrane,  previously  fastened  on  a  piece  of  cork 
with  some  pins.  I  avoid  as  much  as  possible  leaving  any 
muscular  tissue  on  its  adherent  face.  These  severed  grafts, 
divided  into  others  smaller,  from  five  millimetres  to  2-3  cen- 
timetres, have  been  immobilized  on  wounds,  sometimes 
with  bands  of  raoslin  covered  with  collodion  at  their  inter- 
nal face,  or  me-relyat  their  extremities,  sometimes  with  cot- 
ton-^vool  slightly  compressed  by  a  few  bauds  of  diachylon* 
In  some  cases  I  tried  covering  them  with  oiled  silk  of  ver}* 
thin  pieces  of  lead^  at  the  same  time  applying  alight  and 
gentle  compression. 

Immobility  is  a  condition,  miegua  non,  of  success.  It  is 
impossible  to  insist  too  much  on  its  advantages  or  its  incon* 
veniences,  according  as  one  employs  collodion,  cotton  or 
diachylon  strips.  I  propose  in  a  forthcoming  memoir  to 
discuss  these  various  methods  of  treatment.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  possible  to  fasten  the  grafts^  when  they  are  ex* 
tensive,  with  some  points  of  silk  suture,  made  with  very 
fine  needles.  The  strips  of  diachylon,  with  or  without  cot- 
ton-wool|  merit  the  preference  when  their  application  ia 
possible,  but  on  condition  that  one  may  rely  on  the  docility 
of  the  patients,  and  that  the  tissues  remain  motionless,  at 
least  during  the  first  days.  It  is  because  I  did  not  take  suffi- 
ciently into  account  these  precepts  and  the  state  of  the 
wounds, — conditions  which  have  only  been  revealed  to  ma 
by  experiment, — that  I  have  only  succeeded  five  times;  that 
four  times  I  have  had  a  doubtful  adhesion;  and  that  I  have 
failed  in  the  other  five  cases. 

******* 

Co7idumo7w,—¥r(}m  these  first  experiments  of  animal  an- 
aplasty, by  means  of  the  lingual  and  buccal  mucous  mem- 
branes, I  think  I  may  deduce  the  following  conclusions: — 

1.  Mucous  grafts  taken  from  the  cheek  or  tongue  of  the 
rabbity  like  tho  dermo-epidermic  grafts  from  the  human 
skin,  can  take  root  in  human  tissues. 

2.  They  may  be  applied  during  the  bleeding  and  gran- 
ulating periods;  never  during  the  period  of  suppuration. 

3.  New  researches  are  indispensable  in  order  to  learn 
the  beat  method  of  immobilization,  and  the  epoch  at  which 
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the  firat  dressing  should  be  removed — epoch  that  I  fix  at 
the  secoad  or  third  daj- 

4.  At  the  moment  that  vascuhir  alhesions  are  formed, 
the  epidermis  separates,  the  dermis  inflames,  softens,  diaiii- 
te^ratoB,  loses  its  phyaiological  properties,  and  liecomes  a 
true  pathological  ti.^sue,  having  some  resemblance  to  cica- 
tricial tissue,  but  without  the  retractility.  Microscopical 
examination  indeed  shows  destruction  of  the  glandular  sys- 
tem* 

5.  Adhesion,  in  my  fourteen  experiments,  only  took 
place  five  times,  aud  four  times  the  result  was  doubtful, 

6.  Two  attempts  with  the  tongue  of  an  ox  were  nega- 
tive»  on  account  ol  the  condition  of  tlie  wound  or  nature  of 
the  dressing. 

These  researches,  although  extremely  incomplete,  will 
induce,  I  hope,  physiologists  and  surgeons  to  have  recourse 
to  the  mucous  membrane  of  an  animal;  but  I  think  that,  in 
order  to  prevent  reabsorptiou,  it  would  be  best  to  borrow 
as  much  as  possible  from  an  animal  approaching  the  size  of 
a  mail. — Archives  of^  ScienL  and  Frctct,  Med. 


Mntxk  ^evitivs, 


A  DiCTiONABV  OF  Medihal  SCIENCE,  with  the  Accentuation 
and  Etymology  of  the  terms,  and  the  French  and  other 
Synonyms.  6y  Robley  DungHson,  M.D-,  LL.D. ;  late 
Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadel- 
phia, etc.  A  new  edition  ;  enlarged  aud  thoroughly 
revised  by  Richard  J.  Dunglison.M.D.  Philadelphia: 
Henry  C,  Lea  ;  San  Francisco :  A  Roman  &  Co. 

It  is  needless  for  us  to  say  that,  of  all  medical  lexicons 
extant,  the  work  before  us  is  the  most  concise,  and  at  the 
eame  time  most  compreheuaive  in  the  English  language, 
Dunglison^s  Dictionary  is  as  widely  known  as  the  science 
of  medicine.  The  present  edition,  revised  and  enlarged 
by  his  son,  is  unquestionably  the  perfection  of  lexicons. 
Although  the  original  Avork  has  been  for  many  years  recog- 
nized as  the  authority,  the  present  edition  is  far  superior, 
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inasmuch  t\8  it  Ir.is  been  brouglit  up  to  the  present 
moment,  and,  to  use  the  editor's  own  hmgnage  in  the  pref- 
ace :  **  Certainly  in  no  former  reviaion  have  the  alterations 
and  additions  been  so  great  as  in  this.*^ 

"  The  prew^ient  edition  includes  more  than  six  tlionsand 
subjects  and  terms  not  embraced  in  the  last,  and  although 
the  capacity  of  the  page  has  been  enlarged,  the  volume 
has  beeti  increased  by  one  hundred  pages." 

These  ntatements  establish  the  fact  beyond  doubt  that, 
as  a  book  of  reference,  Dungliyon's  Dictionary  it?  incalculably 
VHluablc,  and  indispensable  to  every  practitioner  of  medi* 
cine,  pharmacist  and  dentist. 

A  UsrvEESAL  Formulary,  containing  tuk  Meteiods  op 
Preparing  and  Administering  OrprriNAL  and  Othkr 
Medicines.  The  whole  adapted  to  Phvf^iciauH  and 
Pliurmaceutists.  By  E,  Eglesfeld  Gr^mth,  M.  D. 
Third  edition.  Carefully  revised  and  much  enlarged. 
By  John  M.  Maiscli,  Pbar.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Modica  and  Botany  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pliarmacy,  With  inustrations.  Philadelphia:  Henry 
C.  Lea  ;  San  Francisco :  A,  L.  Bancroft  &  Co. 

Griffith's  Formulary  is  familiar  to  every  one  engaged  in 
the  practices  of  medicine.  For  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century  it  has  been  recognized  as  a  standard  authority  by 
both  physicians  and  pharmacists,  and  whilst  it  is  the 
equal  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  in  every  respect, 
is  superior  to  it  in  its  comprehensiveness. 

The  present  editor  has  in  his  revision  of  the  work 
deprived  it  of  nothing  important,  and  added  much  of  value, 
thus  rendering  tlie  present  edition  superior  to  either  of  the 
preceding,  and  enhancing  its  worth  to  the  professions  of 
Medicine  and  Pharmacy  three-fold.  To  be  witliout  a  t*(»py 
of  ''Griflith/*  for  reference,  is  tantamount  to  being  without 
a  work  on  practice. 


Barnes  on  Women.  A  Clinical  History  of  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Diseases  of  Women.  By  Robert  Barnes, 
M.  1).,  London;  Fellow  and  Lumleian  Lecturer  (1873) 
Royal  College  of  Physicians;  Examiner  in  Obstetrics 
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and  the  Diseases  of  Women  at  the  University  of 
London  and  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  etc.,  etc, 
Philadelphia:  Henry  C*  Lea;  San  Francisco:  A.  Roman 
A  Co. 

The  name  of  onr  author  will  be  recognized  by  every 
reading  physician  in  America  -dti  being  closely  asBOciated 
with  the  great  science  of  Gynecology,  and  as  being  per- 
haps, at^the  p  reseat  time^  foremost  amongst  British  author!* 
ties  on  Obstetrics, 

To  say  that  this  new  work  of  Dr.  Barnes  is  complete  (in 
the  full  sense  of  the  expression)  would  be  superfluous  ;  to 
bay  that  it  is  written  in  an  intelligent  and  pleasing  style 
would  add  nothing  to  the  already  exalted  reputation  of  its 
author,  since  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  study  of  the 
subjects  of  which  he  treats  are  necessarily  familiar  with 
his  style  and  the  inherent  value  of  everything  that  he 
w^rites* 

The  typography  and  cuts  with  which  the  work  is  illus- 
trated are  above  the  standard  of  similar  American  works, 
and  reflect  credit  upon  its  publishers-  Its  text  is  replete 
with  instruction,  and  the  book  should  be  in  the  hand 
of  every  student  in  Gynecology,  whether  it  be  the  pupil, 
practitioner  or  teacher, 

J5ellamy's  Guide  to  Sitkgical  Anatomy  :  Being  a  descrip- 
tion  of  the  most  important  Surgical  Regions  of  the 
Human  Body,  and  intended  as  an  introduction  to 
Operative  Surgery-  By  Edward  Bellamy,  F.R.C.S.; 
Associate  of  King's  College,  London;  Senior  Assistant- 
Surgeon  to  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital;  Surgeon  to 
the  Royal  Infirmary  for  Cliildren,  and  Teacher  of 
Operative  Surgery  in  the  Medical  School  of  Oharini^ 
Cross  Hospital,  ^Philadelphia  :  Henry  C,  Lea  ;  San 
Francisco  ;  A.  Roman  &  Co. 

This  volume,  which  has  just  been  issued  from  the  well- 
known  publishing  house  of  H,  C.  Lea,  is,  as  the  author 
announces,  intended  as  a  guide  to  students,  and  fills  a  hiatm 
long  felt  by  those  preparing  for  their  final  examination. 

Whilst  i^  is  true  that  a  systematic  course  of  instruction 
in  practical  anatomy   is  given   in  most  of  our  medical 
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Rcliools,  yet  it  is  equally  true  tlmt  but  little  tirae  is  devoted 
to  ini^t ruction  in  regional  anntomy;  which  latter  is  of  more 
practical  importance  to  the  surgeon  than  all  that  is  known 
of  general  anatomy.  Such  a  hook,  then,  as  we  have  before 
lis,  written  in  an  agreeable  style^  and  at  the  same  time 
characterized  by  conciseness,  is  an  invaluable  work  for 
either  the  student  or  the  practitioner,  when  contemplating 
and  preparing  for  an  important  operation. 

The  Diseases  op  the  Prostrate  :  Their  pATuoLocy  and 
Treatment.  Comprising  the  Jiicksonian  Prize  Esaav 
for  the  year  1860.  By  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  F.R.G.Sl; 
Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  H*  M.  the  King  of  the 
Bel<rians;  Surgeon  and  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery 
to  University  College  Hospital  ;  Fellow  of  University 
College  ;  Honorary  Corresponding  Member  of  the 
Societe  de  Chirurgie  of  Paris,  etc.,  etc.  Fourth 
edition.  Pliihidelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea;  San  Francisco: 
A.  Roman  &  Co* 

Of  authors  extant,  Sir  Henry  Thompson  stands  first  on 
the  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs.  His  vast  experience 
and  cUige  observation  have  made  him  deservedly  the  most 
noted  in  this  direction,  and  the  popularity  to  which  his 
work  has  attained  is  without  precedent,  this  being  a  fourth 
edition.  The  lithographic  plates  with  which  the  book  is 
illustrated,  as  well  as  the  typography,  are  excellent,  and 
the  w^ork  is  one  worthy  ot  a  place  in  the  library  of  every 
practitioner. 


TRANSACTIONft   OF   THE   TWRNTY-THfRD    AnNIVERSART   MEET- 
ING OF  THE  Illinois  State  Meoical  Societv, 

The  volume  of  transactions  before  us  is  certainly,  in 
point  of  typography  and  general  appearance,  the  most  per- 
fect of  any  similar  work  we  have  seen*  In  looking  over  its 
pages,  we  discover  that,  at  least  in  Illinois,  they  have  a 
Btate  Medical  Society  of  which  the  profession  should  feel 
proud,  and  the  life  or  vitality  of  the  association  is  notice- 
able in  every  page.  Never  before  have  we  seen  as  much 
of  merit  recorded  as  this  volume  of  two  hundred  and  sixty* 
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eight  pages  furnishes  as  the  tralisactions  of  a  State  Society, 
and  we  heartily  congratulate  the  "  State  of  Plains  "  upon 
the  possession  of  so  perfectly  organized  and  evidently  in- 
dustrious State  association,  and  the  Society  upon  being 
unmistakably  (as  this  volume  proves)  appreciated  by  the 
authorities  and  leading  citizens  of  the  State. 

Dr.  Worrell's  address  of  welcome,  Prof.  E.  Andrews' 
address,  the  address  of  Isa  J.  Bloomfield,  Esq.,  Mr.  Jack- 
man's  address,  and  the  address  of  Mr.  Spencer,  together 
with  the  responses  of  Dr.  W.  P.  Pierce,  Senator  A.  L.  Mc- 
Arthur  and  Dr.  B.  G.  Gulver,  are  worthy  of  their  authors, 
and  exhibit  that  interest  and  sympathy,  which  evidently 
does  in  Illinois,  and  should  everywhere  exist  between  the 
liberal  professions. 

Space  does  not  admit  of  our  reviewing  the  several 
reports,  but  we  shall  take  pleasure,  at  some  future  time,  in 
culling  much  of  interest  and  importance  from  them,  and 
presenting  the  same  to  our  readers. 

HoMOCULTOLOGY  :  An  Essay. 

This  curious  composition,  emanating  from  a  publishing 
house  in  New  York,  is,  as  will  readily  be  surmised  from  its 
title,  an  attempt  to  solve  the  great  problem:  The  best 
method  of  cultivating  or  improving  the  huma^n  race. 

The  whole  question  is  cursorily  discussed  by  the  author, 
whose  name  does  not  (for  reasons  best  known  doubtless  to 
himself)  appear,  but  the  deductions  at  which  he  arrives  may 
be  summed  up  as  follows  :  That,  as  the  brute  creation  may 
be  or  are  improved  by  "  breeding,"  so  man  may  be  ;  that,  as 
criminals,  to  wit :  murderers,  thieves,  highway  robbers, 
etc.,  also,  such  of  the  human  family  as  are  incurably  dis- 
eased— with  syphilis,  scrofula,  consumption,  etc. — repro- 
duce themselves  in  such  numbers  that  the  laws  are 
inadequate  to  crush  the  evil  out,  that  we  should  strike  at 
"  the  root  of  the  tree,''  and  put  a  stop  to  it  by  ^'preventing  " 
procreation  amongst  them,  or,  in  other  words,  by  emasculate 
ing  them  through  the  assistance  of  the  surgeon. 

The  suggestion,  to  say  the  least,  is  droll,  novel,  and 
rather  unique,  but,  we  apprehend,  utterly  impracticable. 
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ANNUAL  ADDRESS 

Delivered  before  the  California  State  Medical  Society,  at 
Corinthian  Hall,  San  Francisco.  April  15th,  1874, 

BY  T,  H.  PlNKEllTON,  M.  D.,  PEBBIDENT. 


Gentttmen  of  the  Medical  Socieiy  cf  the  Stale  of  Califormia : 

In  accordance  with  rules  and  cuatoms  of  this  Society  it 
becomes  my  duty  as  President  to  present  to  you  ray 
Annual  Address. 

In  view  of  the  resolution  presented  at  the  last  session  by 
Dr,  J.  F.  Morse,  and  by  a  vote  of  the  Society  laid 
over  until  this  meeting,  I  have  chosen  for  my  subject  at 
this  time  the  necessity  for  a  higher  standard  of  medical 
education,  with  a  few  suggestions  in  regard  to  what  might 
be  obtained. 

Much  has  been  done  the  past  four  years  by  the  member0 
comprising  this  Society  to  advance  the  science  and  the 
intereBt  of  the  medicaj  profession  throughout  the  State. 
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The  reports  made  by  the  several  Standing  Coramittees  have 
beeu  SDch  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  their  authors ;  and 
every  part  of  the  State  has  been  represented.  To-day  we 
fitand  as  one  of  the  medical  organizations  of  tlie  country 
whose  existence  is  welcomed  and  honored  by  the  medical 
profession  of  the  nation. 

California,  with  her  varied  climate  and  means  of  inves- 
tigation, can  do  more  to  advance  the  science  of  medicine 
and  surgery  than  is  vouchsafed  to  many  of  her  sister 
States,  but  to  do  this  it  requires  the  united  efforts  of  our 
profession  throughout  the  State. 

It  is  a  fact  well  established  that  the  influence  and  use- 
fulness of  every  society  or  body  of  men  depends  upon  the 
zeal  and  harmony  existing  in  and  put  forth  by  the  said 
organization. 

In  order  that  the  educated  physician  may  place  himself 
in  his  proper  attitude  before  the  community  we  must  call 
for  a  more  thorough  medical  education.  An  education 
such  as  shall  draw  the  line  of  distinction  between  the  true 
physician  and  the  empiric. 

It  has  long  since  been  proven  by  the  futile  attempts  at 
legislative  interference  that  but  little  can  be  expected 
from  that  source  alone.  Whilst  the  medical  profession  is 
willing  to  accept  into  its  ranks  men  who  are  graduated 
from  some  of  our  medical  colleges  whose  reputation  exists 
in  the  numbers  rather  than  the  quality  of  thoir  graduates. 

It  is  this  class  of  graduates  that  keeps  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  empirical  army  always  full.  And  they,  very  nat- 
urally, claim  to  be  graduates  of  the  regular  school ;  yet, 
not  being  able  to  comprehend  the  science  of  medicine,  they 
are  ready  to  declare  the  old  school  system  to  be  a  failure. 
Their  only  refuge  and  their  only  prospects  for  financial 
success  is  to  be  found  in  the  infinitesimal  dose,  or  in  some 
of  the  branches  of  empirical  practice  ;  and  with  the  malti- 
tude,  all  who  call  themselves  Doctors  are  supposed  to  be 
able  to  prescribe  for  their  neighbor. 

There  is  a  book  published  some  three  hundred  years  ago 
which  professes  to  give  an  account  of  the  notable  sayings 
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and  doings  of  the  fools  of  England,  which  is  a  fair  illustra- 
tion of  the  present  time. 

The  fool  of  Nottingham  being  askod  by  his  master  what 
profession  or  calling  hat]  the  greatest  number  within  its 
ranks  in  that  town,  replied  ;  **  Trul}%  master,  I  think  thertj 
bo  many  more  physicians  in  Nottingham  than  men  of  any 
other  pursuit."  "  A  yery  fool  thou  art/*  replied  his  mas- 
ter ;  and  the  fool  rejoins,  *'  I  will  prove  what  I  have  said/* 
He  was  encouraged  to  do  so  by  the  promise  of  a  gold 
piece.  And  he  went  about  the  town  with  his  face  tied  up 
as  if  lie  were  sufieriug  from  a  dreadful  toothache.  Every 
body  he  met  pitied  him^  and  every  body  too  prescribed  for 
bim  ;  and  he  noted  their  names  and  their  nostrums,  and 
being  seen  last  by  his  master  and  getting  his  prescription, 
he  submitted  his  whole  list,  and  liis  master  acknowledged 
that  he  had  proved  his  saying. 

And  can  any  one  of  us  doubt  that  a  similar  investigation 
would  lead  to  the  same  results  in  our  own  day  and  in  the 
towns  or  cities  in  which  we  live? 

Is  there  not  even  reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of 
those  who  depend  upon  regularly  educated  physicians  for 
counsel  and  advice  is  less  than  in  other  countries  and  in 
other  times  ? 

The  precocious  habits  of  our  country  have,  of  course,  been 
felt  in  the  medical  profession. 

In  most  of  the  schools  of  Europe,  medical  honors  are 
not  conferred  until  after  a  liovitiaie  of  four  and  more 
frequently  five  years,  during  which  an  extensive  circle  of 
sciences  is  obliged  to  be  mastered  and  to  be  approved 
by  a  series  of  strict  examinations. 

Not  only  are  the  essential  branches  of  medicine  required 
to  be  fully  understood,  but  they  must  be  preceded  by  a 
knowledge  of  the  subsidiary  science,  and  must  also  be  con- 
firmed by  practical  and  clinical  experience. 

With  us,  on  the  other  hand^  the  short  period  of  three  pre- 
paratory years  devoted  to  regular  study  and  lectures  may 
be  said  to  constitute  nearly  the  sum  total  of  a  medical  edu- 
cation f  for  the  collateral  requirements  are  bo  small  that 
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their  acquisition  ia  often  effected  during  the  same  three 
years  that  are  applied  to  the  other  brandies.  And  a 
young  man  who  has  learned  to  read  and  write,  issues  from 
the  village  school,  or  perhaps  the  plough^  and  in  three  years 
receives  his  diploma,  and  is  declared  competent  to  exercise 
the  multifarious  profession  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  all 
its  departments. 

As  it  often  happens  in  this  and  siiuilar  cases,  the  newly 
approved  candidate  sends  forth  his  anxious  glance  directed, 
not  always  to  his  own  deficiencies  or  the  means  of  supply- 
ing theiUi  but  to  that  cammou  goal  and  object  of  a  young 
man's  inquiry,  which  is  to  till  up  the  measure  of  hia  practi- 
cal aspiration,  *'  an  opening-''  By  the  fonunate  discovery 
of  a  settlement  in  some  distant  part  of  the  State,  or  in  some 
promising  newly-discovered  mining  district,  he  finds  himself 
perhaps  at  short  notice  installed^  (under  virtue  of  the  acqui- 
escent silence  of  the  small  community  in  which  he  liven,) 
the  constituted  physician  of  the  place. 

In  one  month,  perhaps  in  lees  time,  he  may  be  called 
upon  to  diagnosticate  orgrmic  lesion  in  a  case  of  life 
and  death,  or  to  treat  the  more  formidable  convulsive  dis- 
ease* There  may  be  no  consulting  physician  w  ithiu  many 
miles,  at  least,  none  who  can  arrive  in  season  for  the  emer- 
gency. The  safety  then  and  probabJy  the  lives  of  the 
unfortunate  constituents  of  this  young  man  will  depend 
upon  the  question  whether  he  has  or  has  not  been  truly 
educated,  whether  his  mind  and  hand  have  been  ade- 
quately  trained  lor  the  great  occasions  that  await  him. 

It  is  not  enough  that  he  has  suffered  three  years  to  expire 
whilst  in  the  office  of  a  city  physician  ;  nor  that  he  has 
passed  a  corresponding  time  wuth  some  country  practitioner. 
It  is  not  enough  that  he  has  carelessly  read  the  works  of 
approved  authors  and  has  squeezed  through  the  **  too  often  " 
mere  matter  of  form  examinations.  If  he  has  done  only 
this,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  failure  awaits  on  himself 
and  disaster  upon  his  patients. 

In  making  the  proper  investigation  regarding  the  stand- 
ard  of   medicine  and  surgery,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all 
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inquirers  that  the  subject  of  medical  education,  which  is  of 
profound  interest  to  the  profesBion  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  is  of  special  importance  in  California*  We  are  so 
far  from  the  older  medictil  .schools  that  it  is  desirable  to 
build  up  among  ourselveH  iuatitutiona  which  shall  serve  the 
double  purpose  of  training  up  practitioners  of  medicine  and 
of  affording  opportunities  to  make  special  researches  in  the 
different  branches  of  our  science. 

A  School  of  Medicine,  like  every  other  higher  institution 
of  education  in  our  day,  mu^^t  be  devoted  to  the  advance- 
ment of  learning,  as  well  as  to  its  diffiision. 

There  are  in  California  local  and  climatic  considerations 
in  regard  to  the  development  and  cure  of  diseases^  which 
call  for  the  careful  and  prolonged  study  of  competent 
specialists.  As  the  State  becomes  more  and  more  favorably 
known  as  a  resort  for  invalids,  and  earns  the  name  of  a 
sanitarium^  it  becomes  necessary  that  the  peculiarities  of 
different  geographical  regions  and  their  influence  upon  the 
healthy  and  upon  the  sick  ehonld  be  noted  with  scientific 
precision. 

While  every  physician  in  his  own  locality  becomes  some- 
thing of  an  authority  upon  these  points,  we  muat  look  to 
the  schools  of  medicine  for  the  bringing  together  of  the 
experience  and  obaervatious  of  many  different  places,  and 
for  their  discussion  in  accordance  with  the  established 
principle  of  sanitary  science.  Thus,  in  a  short  time^  the 
knowledge  of  individuals  becomes  the  knowledge  of  the 
profession  ;  and  positive  advancement  is  secured  in  the 
treatment  of  disease*  A  State  so  va^t  in  area,  so  diversified 
in  physical  structure  and  so  peculiar  in  all  its  climatic  con- 
ditions as  California^  affords  a  fine  field  for  investigation 
and  discovery. 

To  our  schools  of  medicine  we  should  also  look  for  the 
latest  and  most  accurate  announcements  of  medical  and 
surgical  progress  elsewhere.  Very  few  of  those  who  are 
absorbed  in  the  laborious  duties  of  a  full  round  of  practice 
can  keep  themselves  acquainted  with  the  rapid  advance- 
ment of  all  the  specialties  of  modern  surgery  and  medicine. 
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Bat  the  well-orgariized  school  of  medicine  dietributes  the 
variouB  branches  of  the  healing  art  among  many  devotee!^, 
each  of  whom  may  bo  presumed  to  have  a  special  fitness 
for  or  interested  in  the  special  department  of  which  he  is 
the  professor.  He  becomes  an  authority,  not  merely 
because  of  his  own  success  bb  a  practitioner,  but  because 
uf  his  acquaintance  with  the  latest  and  most  approved 
methods  and  theories  which  have  been  elsewhere 
suggested. 

In  short,  we  may  say  that  in  pn? portion  to  the  ability 
with  which  a  school  of  medicine  promotes  original  investi- 
gation and  accumulates  the  experience  of  other  States  or 
lands,  or  in  other  words,  in  proportion  to  its  real  scientific 
standing,  will  be  its  usefulness  and  power. 

In  the  training  up  of  students  of  medicine,  the  modern 
progress  of  higher  education  has  suggested  many  improve- 
ments ;  some  which  it  is  generally  thought  might  be 
at  once  engrafted  upon  our  own  institutions  to  the  very 
great  advantage  of  the  profession. 

The  youth  of  these  schools  is  favorable  to  some  changes 
which  the  routine  of  venerable  traditions  elsewhere  has 
rendered  difficult.  Our  distance,  too,  from  renowned 
rivals,  gives  us  freedom  to  mark  out  independently  tlie 
course  which  seems  best.  For  example,  a  good  prelimi- 
nary education  (to  be  ascertained  either  by  the  exhibition 
of  a  college  diploma  or  by  the  pa^^sing  of  an  entrance 
examination)  should  be  required  of  every  candidate  who 
proposes  to  pursue  the  intricate,  dilBcult  and  all-including 
science  of  medicine. 

The  excelletit  course  of  study  now  given  in  public  high 
schools  and  the  special  advanced  instructions  which  is  like- 
wise gratuitously  offered  in  the  University  of  California 
make  it  possible  for  every  student  of  medicine  to  begin  his 
professional  coarse  not  only  with  a  good  English  education, 
but  with  accurate  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  natural 
philosophy,  analytical  chemistry,  comparative  anatom\% 
or  zoology  and  botany. 

These  scientific  foundations  are  indispensable  to  profes- 
sional success.  They  should  be  laid  before  the  superstructure 
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of  medical  instruction  is  begun.  They  should  be 
required  as  prelimioarj  to  the  study  of  niediciue.  It  is 
also  most  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  sequence,  nat- 
ural and  philosophical,  in  the  order  of  medical  studies,  or 
ill  other  words,  that  those  topics  which  are  general  and 
fundamental  should  first  be  thoroughly  mastered,  and  that 
the  specialties  of  the  profession  should  be  reserved  to  the 
close  of  the  course. 

A  classification  of  the  studies,  having  in  view  an  orderly 
development  of  medical  science,  when  once  established, 
would  be  as  advantageous  to  the  youthful  aspiraiit  for 
knowledge  aa  to  the  experiencod  teacher. 

Finally,  the  diploma  of  a  school  of  medicine  should  bear 
the  imprint  of  truth;  it  should  be  the  token  to  the  world  that 
the  candidate  whose  name  it  bears  has  faithfully  and  suc- 
cessfully mastered  the  elements  of  his  chosen  profession. 
It  can  never  be  a  prediction  of  his  skill  in  actual  practice  ; 
but  it  should  always  be  iodisputable  evidence  that  the 
scholar  who  bears  it  is  neither  ignorant  nor  negligent. 
While  it  cannot  foretell^  it  should  record.  It  should  not 
have  a  single  signature  which  has  been  thoughtlessly 
written  down,  for  it  should  be  the  personal  certifi* 
cate  of  every  professor  who  signs  it  and  of  every  examiner 
who  countersigns  it,  that  the  candidate  whose  name  it 
bears  has  truly  mastered  the  elements  of  his  calling* 

From  these  three  considerations,  the  admii^^sion  to,  the 
progress  in  and  the  closing  of  a  course  of  medical  study ^ 
I  pass  to  a  brief  discussion  of  two  other  of  almost  equal 
importance. 

The  time  has  certainly  come  when  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  secure  endowments  for  our  medical  schools  ;  so 
til  at  the  professors  may  not  be  too  much  absorbed  by  the 
daily  duties  of  a  practitioner,  in  order  to  secure  a  support, 
and  also  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  temptation  to  swell 
the  catalogue  of  students  for  the  sake  of  the  fee  they  pay. 
Doubtless,  with  a  persistent  effort  on  our  own  part,  as  a 
society  of  medical  men.  foundations  would  sooner  or  later 
be  secured  for  a  California  school  of  mediciue. 
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The  aaine  entlmsiafim  for  learning  wliicli  has  led  to  tlie 
endowment  of  schools  and  colleger,  the  same  desire  to 
relieve  the  woea  of  aick  and  suffering  humanity^  which  hjia 
built  up  hospitals  and  infirnaaries,  can  doubtless  be  di- 
rected to  the  establishment  of  s>clioolg  of  medicine,  which 
simultaneously  rank  among  our  highest  institutiotiQ  of  sci- 
ence and  amoug  our  noblest  charities. 

Once  more,  persistent  efforts  should  be  made  to  secure 
enlightened  legislation  un  all  gnbjects  pertaining  to  medi- 
cal education.  Doubtless,  tlie  extent  to  which  quackery 
and  nostrums  are  so  influential  may  be  attributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  hick  of  such  laws  as  will  secure  the 
lowest-educated  physician  protection  in  his  calling,  and  as 
will  compel  the  ignoramui*  to  refrain  from  tampering  with 
the  law^s  of  life  and  health. 

So  long  as  the  laws  permit  uneducated  and  incompetent 
persons  to  advertise  themselves  as  doctors  of  medicine, 
and  so  long  as  the  newspapers^  even  the  religious  news* 
papers,  will  publish  advertisements  of  nostrums  and  pan- 
aceas, 80  cunningly  ^vorded  and  printed,  that  they  have  the 
aspect  of  editorial  endorsement,  so  long  will  medical  sci- 
ence be  checked  and  humanity  be  permitted  unnecessarily 
to  suffer. 

Our  remedy  seems  to  be,  first,  the  enforcement  of  some 
such  act  as  was  proposed  at  our  last  meeting  by  Dr. 
Oat  man  and  endorsed  by  this  society,  but  which  failed 
before  our  Legislature  ;  secondly,  and  one  equal  in  impor- 
tance, the  measure  so  often  advocated  by  the  National 
Association,  previously  referred  to  as  brought  up  at  our 
last  session  by  Dr,  Morse^  providing  for  an  independent 
Board  of  Medical  Examiners,  whose  certificate  as  to  the 
competence  of  au  individual  to  practice  in  our  profession 
should  entitle  him  to  a  diploma  from  the  university,  with- 
out reference  to  the  school  from  which  he  obtained  his 
medical  edacation,  and  without  such  diploma  no  one  could 
legally  presume  to  practice. 

The  subject,  I  am  happy  to  say,  will  be  brought  before 
us  at  this  session,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  itVUl  not  fail, 
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na  for  twenty-three  years  past  it  has  done  in  the  National 
Society,  through  the  misguided  efforts  of  those  whose  posi- 
tion as  teachers  in  our  schools  should  cause  them  to  labor 
for  the  highest  standard  for  medical  education* 

We  have  only  to  look  to  any  part  of  the  Stiite  to  find 
medical  men  of  the  highest  ability  who  are  in  every  par- 
ticular qualified  as  teachers  ur  medical  exarainersi  if  re- 
quired so  to  act. 

The  percentage  of  graduates  from  the  diftercnt  medical 
schools  in  America  duriug  the  past  ten  years,  who  could 
pass  a  satisfactory  examination  before  a  government  mili* 
tary  medical  board  of  examiners,  is  altogether  too  small 
for  the  public  good  or  the  credit  of  the  profession.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  something  should  be  done  to  remedy 
this  evil. 

Let  California  unite  her  eiforts  with  Harvard  University 
in  Massachusetts,  Belleveu  College  in  New  York,  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  and  Jefferson  College  in  Philadel- 
phia, the  only  institutions  of  medicine  in  this  country 
whose  diploma  is  recognized  in  Europe,  and  we  shall 
place  the  standard  of  medical  education  in  the  golden 
State  where  the  profession  will  feel  honored  and  the  pub- 
lic confidence  in  the  regular  school  of  medicine  be  fully  re- 
stored. 


PROFESSOR  TOLAND^S   CLINIC   AT    THE   CITY 
AND  COUNTT  HOSPITAL, 


Case  of  Popliteal  Aneurism— Operation —Death  Four 
Months  Afterward  from  Rupture  of  an  Abdominal 
Aneurism— Autopsy— Dissection  of  Collateral  Circu*- 
lation.  — 

REPORTED  BY  R,  A.  MCLEAN,  STUDENT  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OP 
DNIVEHSITY   OF   CALIFORNIA, 


Fred,  Foss,  aBt.  46,  admitted  on  or  about  October  Isty 
1873, — The  patient  complametl  of  pain  and  inconvenience, 
resulting  from  a  tumor  upon  the  lower  and  inner  part  of 
the  left  thigh.  He  stated  that  he  Brst  noticed  the  enlarge 
ment  about  a  year  before^  but  as  it  had  not  given  him  much 
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trouble  until  recently,  he  did  not  apply  for  medical  advice* 
For  two  months  before  admiseion,  however,  the  tumor  had 
increased  rapidly  in  Bize,  causing  pain  and  numbness  of  the 
leg  and  foot. 

On  examination,  the  left  thigh  presented,  upon  the  pos- 
terior and  internal  aspect  of  the  inferior  third,  a  well- 
marked  swelling,  extending  from  the  bend  of  the  knee  for  a 
distance  of  eight  inches  above  and  spreading  out  laterally, 
so  as  to  obliterate  the  popliteal  depression.  The  tumor 
was  soft  and  elastic,  but  firmly  fixed.  The  pulsation, 
bruit,  and  thrill  were  distinctly  marked. 

Professor  Toland  pronounced  it  a  case  of  popliteal  aneur- 
ism and  decided  to  operate  as  soon  as  the  patient  gained 
more  strength,  hia  general  health  being  poor. 

Under  a  course  of  tonics,  with  generous  diet,  he  improved 
rapidly  and  Professor  Toland  decided  to  operate  October 
16tb. 

Chloroform  having  been  administered,  an  incision  waft 
made  in  the  course  of  the  femoral  vessels,  commencing  at 
a  point  seven  inches  below  Poupart's  ligament  and 
extending  upward  a  distance  of  three  inches.  The  fascia 
lata  was  divided,  showing  the  sartorius  resting  upon  the 
sheath  of  the  femoral  vessels.  This  muscle  was  drawn  out- 
ward and  held  by  an  assistant*  The  sheath  was  next 
divided  upon  a  director  and  tlie  artery  separated  from  ihe^ 
vein.  Mott's  needle^  threaded  with  a  double  strand  of  silk, 
was  passed  under  the  artery,  the  ligatures  freed  and  the 
needle  withdrawn,  leaving  two  parallel  strands  under  the 
vessel.  The  superior  strand  was  pushed  up  to  the  junction 
of  the  sheath  and  artery  above^  and  firmly  tied  with  the  ordi- 
nary square  knot.  The  inferior  strand  was  pushed  down  and 
secured,  leaving  a  space  of  half  an  inch,  in  which  the  artery 
w^as  denuded  of  its  sheath. 

One  end  of  each  ligature  was  cut  off,  leaving  the  longer 
ends  dependent  from  the  inferior  angle  of  the  wound.  The 
integument  was  brought  together  above  V»y  two  silver 
sutures,  a  small  tent  of  wet  lint  introduced^  and  the  water 
dressing  applied* 
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To  encourage  the  circulation,  the  leg  was  enveloped  in 
cotton  and  covered  with  oi]ed  silk. 

The  pulsation^  of  course,  ceased  immediately  and  the 
tumor  became  smaller  anri  harder  soon  afterward.  No 
dangerous  symptom  supervened  ;  the  leg  soon  regained 
its  normal  temperature ;  and  on  the  twenty-sixth  day 
after  the  operation,  the  ligatures  came  away.  The  tumor 
remaine^l  hard  for  about  a  month,  and  then  gradually 
bepume  less  firm  up  to  the  tirae  of  death* 

The  patient  obtained  most  ease  in  lying  upon  the  left 
side,  which,  by  causing  pressure  upon  the  sciatic  nerve, 
produced  numbness  of  the  leg. 

The  integument  covering  the  gluteal  region  became  sore 
and  invaded  by  erysipelatous  inflammation.  This  was 
promptly  subdued  by  the  quinine  treatment  internally  and 
applications  of  equal  parts  of  tr.  iodine  and  tr.  arnica  upon 
the  inflamed  tissues. 

From  the  third  month  after  the  operation  up  to  the  time 
of  deaths  the  patient  complained  of  pain  in  the  left  leg, 
and  anodynes  were  given,  with  relief. 

To  the  surprise  of  every  one,  he  died  suddenly  at 
10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  February  25th,  1874,  four 
months  and  nine  days  after  the  operation. 

Tfie  autopsy  took  place  the  following  morning. 

The  thoracic  viscera  were  normal,  but,  on  opening  the 
abdomen,  if  was  found  filled  with  blood,  which  had  escaped 
from  a  large  aneurysmal  sac,  extending  from  the  diaphragm 
to  within  a  short  distauce  of  Poupart^s  ligament,  on  the 
left  side* 

The  spleen,  pancreas  and  the  left  kidney  had  been  pushed 
forward  and  rested  upon  the  anterior  surface  of  the  tumor, 
which  was  of  the  8a6ciform  variety,  arising  from  a  pedicle, 
limited  above  by  the  diaphragm  aud  below  by  the  upper 
border  of  the  fourth  lumbar  vertebra.  From  this  origin 
the  tumor  extended  downward,  in  a  pouch-like  prolongation, 
nearly  as  far  as  Poupart's  ligament,  on  the  left  side. 

The  artery,  above  and  belosv  the  tumor,  showed  signs  of 
calcareous    degeneration.      The  tumor  was  ruptured    in 
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several  places  upon  the  anterior  and  right  lateral  surface». 
Its  walls  conaiated  apparently  of  condensed  iireola  and 
white  fibrous  tissue,  forming  a  very  thin  sac. 

There  was  glight  erosion  of  the  bodies  of  the  second  and 
third  lumbar  vertebra. 

The  tninor  must  have  formed  principally  during  his  con- 
finement in  the  hospital,  as  no  symptoms  indicative  of 
abdominal  ansurism  existed  at  the  time  of  his  admission. 

The  jjoplUeal  tumor  was  enucleated  and  fourid  to  weigh, 
with  the  contained  clot,  about  eight  ounces.  In  shape  it 
was  fusiform  and  as  large  as  a  good-^ized  orange.  It  con- 
tained a  dark,  gruraious  substance,  applied  in  lamella 
against  the  inner  wall  of  the  sac. 

The  walls  of  the  sac  were  one-eighth  of  an  inch  thick 
and  uniformly  tough  and  elastic.  The  obliterated  femoral 
aperture  was  found  at  the  superior  apex  :  and  from  the 
lower  extremity  the  remains  of  the  popliteal  could  be 
traced  to  the  place  of  entrance  of  an  enlarged  articular 
branch- 
In  order  to  examine  the  channels  by  which  the  collateral 
circulation  was  establislied,  the  femoral  was  exposed  by  an 
incision,  extending  from  the  site  of  the  tumor  to  Pouparl's 
ligament.  The  obliterated  vessel  could  be  traced  as  a 
fibrous  cord  up  to  the  place  of  ligature.  Upon  section  of 
the  lower  portion  of  this  cord,  the  middle  and  inner  coats 
were  found  separated  by  a  cylinder  of  calcareous  matter, 
similar  to  that  in  the  abdominal  aorta.  In  the  upper  part 
of  the  cord,  this  space  was  filled  with  a  clear  fluid  resem- 
bling lymph. 

The  place  of  ligature  was  an  inch  and  a  half  below  the 
origin  of  the  profunda^  and  was  marked  in  the  usual  man- 
ner by  a  constriction.  Above  this  constriction,  a  cul-de-sac 
was  occupied  by  theorganized  fibrinous  clot,  which  extended 
upward  an  inch,  leaving  half  an  inch  between  its  extremity 
and  the  origin  of  the  profunda- 

The  profunda  was  as  large  as  the  common  femoral. 
Upon  tracing  it  downward,  the  perforating  arteries  were 
found  somewhat  larger  than  usual,  but  the  calibre  of  the 
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artery  was  not  much  lessened  aiitil  the  deacending  branches 
were  given  off.  One  of  these  brauches  formed  a  trunk  as 
large  as  a  small-sized  quill  and  communicated  with  the 
superior  internal  articular  branch  of -the  pophteaL  This 
seems  to  have  been  the  main  channel  of  the  new  circula- 
tion, but  there  were  evidently  many  others,  as  all  of  the 
articular  branches  of  the  popliteal  were  much  enlarged. 


A  Case  of  Convulsive  Ergotism,  Caused  by  30  grains  of 

Ergot. 


BY   JOSEPH    KURTZ,    M.D*,  LOS    ANGELE 


Ergot  of  rye  (secale  corunium)  is  certainly  acknowledged 
as  one  of  our  best  and,  in  careful  hands,  even  safest  expuh 
eive  agents  in  labor,  and  the  majority  of  practitioners 
would  not  hesitate  to  resort  to  ft  in  the  second  stage  of 
parturition,  should  this  be  delayed  by  a  want  of  tonicity 
of  the  uterus,  provided  everything  el«e  was  normal*  That 
large  and  oft-repeated  doses  have  an  accumulative  effect 
upon  the  uterine  muscular  fibres  and  may  even  be  fol- 
lowed by  either  convulsive  or  gangrenous  ergotism  is  well 
known  ;  but  every  author  recommends  it,  in  suitable  cases, 
in  doses  of  from  fifteen  grains  to  half  a  drachm,  to  be 
repeated  until  about  one  drachm  is  given  during  an  hour, 
if  necessary.  The  case  whicli  I  am  about  to  relate  will 
fthow,  however,  that  in  some  cases  even  half  a  drachm  may 
have  a  deleterious  effect.  But  this  is  not  the  only  object 
of  bringing  this  case  before  the  profession  ;  my  aim  is 
another.  There  is  no  book  on  obstetrics,  diseases  of 
women,  therapeutics,  general  practice,  nor  even  on  oph- 
thalmology or  medical  jurisprudence,  that  does  not  say 
more  or  less  about  the  poisonous  effects  of  ergot,  generally 
giving  perfectly  the  symptoms,  the  diagnosis  and  the  prog- 
nosis of  ergotism.  But  in  vain  have  I  looked  over  more 
than  a  dozen  works  for  any  treatment  of  the  disease  what- 
ever.    This  is  a  point  which  has  certainly  been  neglected, 
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according  to  my  opiuion,  although  the  disease  first  induced 
by  ergot  consists  of  canvu)sive  contractions  of  the  Bterus 
and  should  natural W  be  treated  like  convuleione  caused  by 
other  influences.  These  are  generally  treated  with  chloro- 
form, chUiral-hydrat,  bleeding,  certain  depressants,  such  as 
veratr.  viride,  digitalis,  tart,  emetic  and  ipecac  in  refract, 
doses  and  finally  opiates.  Chloroform  and  chloral-hydrat 
do  relieve  the  patient  of  pain  as  long  as  their  effect  lasts, 
but  they  do  by  no  means  relax  those  spasmodically  con- 
tracted muscular  fibres  of  the  uterus,  as  we  well  know  that 
even  under  the  infhience  of  those  agents  the  uterus  dis- 
charges it  contents.  As  to  bleeding  and  the  depressants, 
these  are  certainly  not  indicated,  where  the  lieart*s  action 
is  not  above  but  even  below  normal.  Consequently  there 
is  no  other  remedy  left  of  the  above  mentioned  than  the 
opium  to  counteract  tlie  effect  of  the  ergot^  to  which  I 
accordingly  in  the  following  case  resorted,  and,  as  result 
shows,  with  success. 

There  are  probably  hundreds  of  practitioners  in  this 
country  and  others  who  have  never  witnessed  a  case  of 
ergotism  and  perhaps  never  dream  of  it,  w^hen  they  admin- 
ister their  ilrug,  and  therefore  I  should  think  it  most  proper 
for  our  modern  authors  to  treat  of  ibis  subject  in  their 
works  on  obstetrics,  etc.,  as  well  as  for  our  professors  in 
colleges  to  teacli  the  rising  medical  generation  how  to  treat 
a  case  of  ergotism  if  the  young  medical  doctor  should  be  so 
unfortunate  as  to  cause  it. 

Case — February  15th  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  F,. 
aged  twenty-five  years,  mother  of  two  children,  of  whom 
one  had  died  about  two  weeks  ago.  Found  her  in  the  first 
stage  of  parturition,  occi  pi  to-anterior  presentation,  second 
position,  apparently  everything  normal,  the  head  about 
being  engaged.  Her  pains  were  quite  good  and  I  expected 
a  speedy  delivery.  About  one  and  a  half  hours  afterwards, 
the  membranes  raptured,  and  from  that  time  the  pains 
began  to  slacken  and  after  half  an  hour  more,  they  were 
almost  entirely  gone.  As  the  patient's  pulse  w^as  good  and 
she  ID  fair  sanitary  circumstances^  I  could  not  attribute 
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tbiB  to  anything  else  than  a  want  af  tonicity  of  the  uterus, 
and  as  the  child  was  far  enough  advanced  to  be  soon  deliv- 
ered, I  gave  her  thirty  grains  of  ergot  in  two  doses,  about 
twenty  minutes  apart.  This  soon  made  its  effects  felt 
good  expuUive  paios  came  on  and  half  an  hour  afterwards 
the  child  was  delivered  ;  but  with  little  relief  of  the  pains  ; 
after  ten  minutes  more,  the  placenta  was  also  dehvered 
and  still  the  pains  kept  on,  as  if  the  patient  had  the  whole 
process  to  go  through  again.  Tlie  uterus  was  very  much 
contracted;  puke  abotit  70;  temperaturenormal,  except  the 
feet  and  hands,  \vhich  were  cold  ;  patient  complaining  of 
thirst  and  headache.  Now  I  suspected  the  action  of  the  ergot 
playing  tins  mischief,  although  the  dose  given  was  small  ; 
gave  an  enema  of  tinct.  opii  gtt.  60,  in  two  ounces  of  water, 
but  without  relief*  An  hour  afterwards,  gave  fier  pulv.  opii 
gr»  jss.  and  left  her^  with  the  direction  to  take  such  a  pow- 
der every  hour  until  relieved.  About  six  hours  afterwards, 
found  her  still  suffering  much  and  complaining  of  more 
headache  and  a  mist  before  her  eyes  ;  pulse  60  ;  tempera* 
ture,  not  measured,  but  below  normal  ;  covered  with  cold 
perspiration.  Ordered  some  brandy  occasionally  and  fjt 
pulv»  opii  and  quinia  snlph.  aagr.  xvj^jj — m.,  to  be  divided 
into  xii  parts,  and  gave  one  every  two  hours— warm  appli- 
cations. 

February  16th — ^The  patient  had  no  rest  during  the 
night ;  her  condition,  however,  seemed  a  little  improved  ; 
pulse  64  ;  feet  warm  ;  tlie  other  symptoms  about  the  same 
as  before  ;  pains  not  quite  as  severe  nor  so  constant.  She 
etated  she  felt  an  itching  over  Iier  skin,  almost  like  insects 
running  over  her,  more  in  the  extremities  than  other  parts, 
(induced,  doubtless,  by  the  opium. — Editor).  Continued 
the  powders  every  three  hours  and  a  little  brandy  occa- 
sionally. 

February  17th — ^The  patient  slept  a  few  hours  during 
the^night ;  the  pains  are  uot  so  severe,  but  still  enough  to 
be  very  troublesome  and  very  much  increased  while  the 
child  was  sucking  ;  pulse  100  ;  body  now  perfectly  warm  ; 
skin  better.  Ordered  a  dose  of  oL  ricini  and  an  opiate  in 
the  night. 
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February  J8th — Much  better  ;  pulse  92  ;  pains  easy  ; 
no  more  itching  over  the  skin  ;  I  conld  lay  my  hand  over 
the  uterus  without  causing  any  great  pain. 

Frooi  this  date  the  patient  improved  gradually  and  made 
a  fair  recovery^  like  the  average  of  women  in  child-bed. 

Before  ending  tbis,  I  shall  lead  the  attention  of  the 
reader  yet  to  a  few  characteristic  symptoms  in  ergotism* 
The  continued  pains,  almost  without  any  relief ;  the  affec- 
tion of  the  skin  ;  the  great  depression  of  the  heart's  action, 
which  was  reduced  to  60  ;  the  reduction  of  t!ie  temperature 
and  tlie  clammy,  cold  perspiration,  while  in  puerperal  con- 
vulsions, induced  by  other  causes,  we  meet  with  increased 
pulse  and  temperature,  interrupted  or  commenced  with  a 
chill.  The  urine  was  not  chemically  tested,  but  it  looked 
reddish  and  clear,  not  indicating  alhumen  in  any  great 
amount.  Furtheirmore,  the  quick  return  of  the  heart's 
action  and  temperature  after  the  spasmodic  contraction  of 
the  uterus  was  overcome  ;  this  may,  however^  have  partly 
been  due  to  the  stimahvnt  ;  partly,  also,  to  the  secrettDu  of 
milk  (pulse  100). 

I  have  no  doubt  that  this  case  is  nothing  new  to  many 
practitioners,  who  may  have  treated  their  cases  differently 
and  perhaps  with  still  better  success,  and  therefore  I  ivould 
he  obliged  to  them  fof  any  further  information.  Is  there 
no  antidote  against  ergot,  such  as  we  have  against  opium, 
chloroform,  etc.,  etc.  ? 


Double  Congenital  Coloboma  of  the  Iris. 


BY  GEO.  E,  POWERS^  M.  D.,  SAN  PRANOISCO. 


I  was  recently  consulted  by  a  mother  as  to  the  possibility 
of  restoring  the  pupils  of  her  child's  eyes  to  their  natural 
roundness-  The  patient  was  a  girl  of  six  and  a  half  years, 
well  nourished  and  healthy,  and  its  only  defect  w*as  in  the 
unnatural  appearance  of  its  eyes.  I  found  in  each  eye  an 
appearance  as  if  a  downward  iridectomy  had  been  very 
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well  perfornxed,  ant!  inBJsted  upon  the  mother  telling  me 
when  it  was  done ;  but  she  assured  me  that  no  operation 
had  ever  been  attempted,  that  no  oculist  had  ever  been  in 
pharge  uf  the  case,  and  that  the  eyes  had  presented  the 
ime  appearance  ever  since  the  child  was  born.  Neither 
father,  mother  nor  other  children  have  any  defect  of  eyee 
or  vision. 

I  found  a  very  high  degree  of  myopia  present,  and  the 
ophthalraoscopic  examination  showed  large  white  patches 
of  choroidal  degenoratioiii,  with  a  large  posterior  staphy- 
loma. Specific  taint  was  denied,  and  I  had  no  opportunity 
for  investigation,  as  the  case  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
person  who  proniiaed  to  cause  the  pupils  to  become 
normally  round  in  about  six  months. 


Our  San  Diego  Correspoiidence. 

San  Dibgo,  CaL,  March  l5th,  1874 
Dear  Lancet:— So  far,  this  winter  has  not  been  a  sue- 
cess,  medically  speaking.  It  has  been  so  extremely  healthy 
and  the  weather»  most  of  the  time,  has  been  so  fine,  that 
the  '*  profession  "  speak  of  it  as  an  **  epidemic  of  health/' 
that  will,  if  continued  much  longer,  prove  ruinous  to  all 
who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  obliged  to  depend  on  the 
**  noble  art  of  medicine'*  for  a  livelihood.  No  epidemic, 
except  the  one  above  mentioned  has,  as  yet,  appeared. 
There  was  a  small-sized  scare  hero  in  December  last  over 
the  small  pox  and  Cliinese  phigue  furor  tliat  exercised 
your  locality  about  that  time.  But  it  did  not  amount  to 
anything  more  than  a  little  vaccination,  as  a  "  prophy- 
lactic," as  there  were  no  cases  of  either  disease  reported 
here.  A  few  isolated  sporadic  cases  of  scarlet  fever  have 
occasionally  appeared;  but  nothing  like  an  epidemic  of  this 
fatal  disease  has,  as  yet,  disturbed  the  quiet  dreams  of 
fond  parents  or  the  troubled  slumbers  of  the  disciples  of 
Esculapius  that  vegetate  or  ''liquidate"  hereabouts. 
Measles  (Bubedajj  whooping-cough  (Pertussis)  and  every* 
thing  of  this  kind,  that  generally,  in  the  winter  and  spring, 
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help  to  supply  tli6**larder"a!id  the  needful  amount  of  *^cain" 
to  the  *' profession,"  has  given  us  the  go-by  so  far,  and 
from  present  appearances  will  continue  to  do  so  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  Our  invoice  of  Eastern  invalids  has  been^ 
from  financial  troubles  in  otlier  parts  of  the  world  (we 
never  have  any  of  these  troubles  here)  very  small,  and 
those  that  did  come  to  enjoy  our  matchless  and  salubrious 
climatej  were  so  well  suppHed  with  2>re«c/'ijtj//(iJ?.^  '^frorn 
home  "  that  the  profession  here  hardly,  if  at  all,  noticed 
an  upward  tendency  in  the  monetary  barometer  that  indi- 
cates the  couditiou  of  their  bank  accounts. 

Visitors  from  the  East  and  other  parts  have  not  beeti 
anywliere  near  as  numerous  as  usual  this  winter,  and  those 
tiiat  have  condesceuded  to  pass  by  tliat  famous  (mad©  so 
by  industriously  tooting  their  own  **lyre")  cure-all,  Santa 
Barbara,  and  that  "  Hweet  *'  place  to  die,  not  live  iu,  Los 
Angeles,  have  been,  from  some  metallic  inflaence  or  other 
unknown  to  the  writer,  very  careful  not  to  supply  us  with 
any  opportunities  to  increase  our  reputation  as  able  sur- 
geons or  practitioners  of  medicine. 

Still,  for  all  this,  the  usual  amount  of  coughing  is  done 
at  the  Horton  House,  from  luibit,  I  suppose,  and  a  close 
observation  will  enable  you  to  notice  Yuik/s  tall  feathered 
hearse  leaving  tow^n  about  as  often  as  wiien  ihe  **profet4sion*' 
arc  in  full  blast  and  doing  a  good  paying  business. 

How^  long  this  state  of  things  will  last  depends  upon 
what  Congress  does  for*  Tom  Swifs  Texas  and  Pacific 
Railroad,  which,  when  built,  it  is  said,  will  have  its  western 
terminus  here.  If  Congress  does  the  fair  thing  and  gives 
TofJi  Scott  what  he  wants,  why,  practice  will  be  good,  if 
not  **  TiiAiV'  as  usual. 

As  soon  as  we  hear  from  Congress  I  will  write  you  again, 
Au  re  voir,  Diego. 


An  enthusiastic  admirer  of  nature  says  **now  is  the  time 
to  read  the  book  of  aature,  while  autumn  is  turning  the 
leaves," 
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BY   S,    WEIK^  MITCHELL,    M.D* 


The  state  of  medical  opinion  as  to  the  resalts  of  nerve* 
sections  has  undergone  some  strange  reversals  from  time 
to  time,  until  of  lute,  owin^  chiefly  to  iruporfect  observa- 
tion on  the  part  of  certain  eminent  surgeons,  wo  are  told 
that  a  large  nerve  can  reunite  within  a  few  days  after  hav* 
ing  been  divided  and  can  thus  early  reassume  its  lost 
functions.  Upon  this  point,  as  has  often  happened,  the 
physiologists  and  clinicians  were  on  opposite  aides.  Nerve- 
sections  in  the  laboratory,  even  in  youug  animals,  gave  no 
such  result  as  the  presence  of  feeling  a  few  hours  after  the 
division  of  a  nerve.  It  is  most  interesting  to  observe  what 
occasioned  this  conflict  of  opinion  and  to  see  ho\v  both  sides 
were  somewhat  astray  and  how  the  truth— a  most  useful 
tiud  practical  one — has  at  last  come  out  uf  it. 

In  18G4.  the  usual  physiolugical  belief  was  that  a  nerve 
having  been  cut,  some  definite  region  to  which  it  was  dis- 
tributed  would  lose  all  sense  of  feeling  and  that  certain 
muscles  would  act  no  longer  until  after  many  months,  when, 
iu  fortunate  cases>  the  nerve  ends  reunited  and  the  sensory 
and  motor  fuuctions  became  partially  or  fully  restored. 
In  the  same  year,  186-4,  Laugier  brought  the  ends  of  a  cut 
nerve  together  by  suture  and  saw  that  the  parts  involved 
had  some  feeling  and  motion  (he  very  same  daif^  As  strange 
results  were  obtained  by  Ni^Iaton  aud  Paget,  But  soon 
after  Verncuil  pointed  out  that  in  cases  where  no  reunion 
could  have  takou  place,  where,  in  fact,  a  post-mortem  sec- 
tion showed  absence  of  uuion,  motion  had  been  seen  and 
sensation  noted  in  the  parts  concerned  ;  so  that  some  of  the 
cases  proved  too  much.  In  1867,  Letievant,  after  dividing 
the  median  nerve  in  man,  satisGed  himself  that  both  feeling 
(ind  motion  remained,  where,  according  to  the  ordinary 
notions,  none  should  have  been  found,  A  careful  study, 
however,  showed  that  each  muscle  fed  by  tbe  cut  nerve 
was  really  palsied  aud  that  the  motions  seen  were  due  to 
muscles  supplied  with  nerve  force  by  the  ulnar  and  radial. 
As  to  this  there  can  be  no  doubt ;.  and  my  own  study  of  a 
recent  case  has  on  this  point  satisfied  me  thoroughly.  The 
seeming  preseace  of  feeling  w^as  more  of  a  puzzle.     It  was 
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found  that  feeling  was  vastly  lessened  in  the  median  area, 
but  not  lost,  except  in  a  very  limited  Bpace.  Now,  ibis 
elate  of  things  existed  within  a  few  hours  after  the  section, 
when  not  even  the  wildest  believer  in  regeneration  of 
nerve  could  dream  it  had  already  taken  place.  The 
explanation  in  this  enpeciat  case  lies  in  the  existence  of 
branches  from  the  ulnar  which  enter  tlio  median  nerve 
below  the  point  of  section,  and  also  in  the  intimate  plexus 
it  forms  with  other  uerves  at  the  finger-ends.  The  amito- 
mists  are,  in  part,  responsible  for  the  clinical  diftlcnlty. 
Take,  for  instance,  Flower's  Athis,  or  most  of  the  anatomies, 
and  you  will  see  that  the  median  innervates  this  area  and 
the  ulnar  that,  and  so  on,  while  in  truth  this  whole  surface 
aTiatomy  is  a  fiction  and  has  to  be  studied  anew  by  closer 
dissections  and  by  utilizing  such  nerve-sections  as  are  made 
in  man.  In  fact,  I  Ijclieve  it  will  be  fonTKl  that  the  regions 
of  skin  made  sensitive  by  but  one  nerve-branch  are  very 
limited,  and  that  throughout  the  whole  surface,  and  not 
merely  at  the  extremities,  division  of  several  nerve-stems 
will  be  needed  to  oxtingnisli  feeling  of  all  forms  in  any  one 
part  of  the  skin.  Strange,  tlien,  as  it  may  seem,  there  is 
yet  room  for  a  careful  monograjih  on  the  anastomoses  of  the 
main  nerves.     As    regards   the  hand,  some  of  these    are 

Eointed  out  in  certain  anatomies  and  not  in  others.  In 
[ilton  on  ''Rest  and  Pain/*  there  are  interesting  facts  in 
this  direction  and  so,  also,  in  Hirschfeld  ;  while  Lotit^vant 
has  described  at  least  one  hitherto  uilnoticed  anastomatic 
branch  between  tlie  ulnar  and  the  median.  Yet  later, 
Arloing  and  Tripier  have  shown  tliat  in  cats  and  dogs  these 
communications  are  so  complete  that  to  annihilate  feeling 
in  any  one  part  of  the  paw  all  its  nerves  must  be  cut. 

I  was  amazed  of  late  to  see  how  diflScult  it  is  in  man 
utterly  to  destroy  feeling  in  the  arm.  In  a  notable  case, 
Dr.  Manry  divided  the  whole  brachial  plexus  in  the  neck. 
At  first  the  posterior  and  inner  cords  were  cut  and  the 
patient  was  allowed  to  become  free  of  tlie  effects  of  ether. 
To  my  surprise,  he  still  had  touch  sense  in  the  palm  and 
dorsal  surface  of  the  hand,  forearm  atid  arm  and  on  the 
inner  face  of  the  arm.  The  inner  face  of  the  forearm  I 
think  I  did  not  examine.  As  to  the  rest,  I  am  positive  that 
partial  feeling  remained  until,  the  external  cord  being 
divided,  the  whole  sensibility  waa  lost  save  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  arm,  where  there  was,  and  still  is,  some  tactile 
sense,  due,  I  presume,  to  filaments  given  off  from  the 
plexus  above  tne  point  pf  section.  I  do  not  dwell  on  the 
case,  as  it  will  be  more  fully  related  at  another  time.     II 
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went  far  towards  justifying  the  extreme  opinion  I  have 
mentioned  ae  that  lik'^ly  to  becomo  a  future  medical  belief* 
I  had  certainty  believed,  with  others^  that  in  the  brachial  ^ 
plexus  the  interchange  of  fibres  wa8  notable,  but  I  had  not 
supposed  it  to  be  so  perfect.  M,  Leti<^vant*  and  I  myself 
have  pointed  out  some  of  the  fallacies  which  arise  from 
want  of  care  in  studying  the  true  Hroasof  lost  feeling;  but 
it  is  needless  to  dwell  further  on  this. 

I  may  add  that  bis  views  as  to  surface  anatomy  of  nerves 
are  well  illustrated  by  cases  of  my  own,  and  that  the  lap- 
ping  over,  so  to  speak,  of  nerve  territories  is  to  be  seen  in 
the  face  as  well  na  in  the  extremities.  Careful  study  of  his 
facts  and  of  my  own,  which  I  am  about  to  publish,  has  shown 
that  the  nerve  distribution  in  the  hand  is  subject  to  certain 
variations,  so  that  sometimes  the  median,  for  example, 
innervates  the  palmar  surface  of  the  thumb,  the  index  and 
half  ol  the  second  finger,  sometimes  extends  over  the  whole 
face  of  the  latter,  and  very  uften  reaches  the  line  given  in 
Flower's  plates,  which  carry  it  up  to  the  middle  of  the  face 
of  the  third  finger.  Also,  in  ray  case  it  gives  scarcely  an)^ 
surface  feeling  to  the  palm,  while  in  LetitWant^s  it  largely 
supplies  the  palm  on  one  side,  according  to  the  commonly 
received  anatomy.  Its  section  also  greatly  damages  feeling 
on  the  dorsal  aspect  of  the  thumb,  the  index  and  second 
finger,  but  the  area  affected  is  not  the  same  in  his  cases 
and  in  mine*  Like  variety  exists  as  to  the  ulnar  distribu- 
tions,  and,  as  I  shall  show  in  future,  the  radial  nerve  has 
been  cut  and  lias  loft*  in  one  case,  so  large  a  decree  of  feel- 
ing on  the  dorsal  face  of  the  hand  that  neither  the  patient 
nor  the  physician  could  perceive  that  there  was  any  loas 
at  all* 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  few  years  will  give  us  a  large 
number  of  careful  maps  of  the  regions  in  which  feeling  is 
lost  after  nerve*sections*     If  they  are  made  by  observers 

careful  as  Leticvanfc,  we  shall  have,  by-ambby,  a  new 
ind  reliable  surface  anatomy.  It  is  greatly  needed.  Nor 
do  we  require  to  know  alone  the  ordinary  distributions; 
we  desire  also  to  have  sketches  of  the  variations  which 
seems  to  be  frequent,  for  while  as  yet  nerve  supply  to 
muscles  seems  to  be  definite  and  constant,  that  to  the  skin- 
spaces  appears  to  vary  strangely  and  frequently* 

I  have  said  that  there  was  practical  value  in  this  knowl- 
edge, as  thus  :  a  vear  ago,  if  a  surgeon  had  been  asked  to 
cut  a  nerve  to  relieve  a  local  injury  on  the  extremity  of  the 
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doTsuiii  of  the  index-finger^  he  would,  without  doubt,  have 
cut  the  radial ;  and  yet,  as  we  now  know,  the  median  may 
r  have  been  equally  or  more  tn  blame.  Doubts  of  like  nature 
would  ari^e  if  the  cause  to  be  quarautiued  by  nerve-section 
hiy  in  the  third  finger,  because  sometirnos  that  part  18  fed 
by  the  median,  some  limes  by  the  ulnar,  at  times  by  both* 
In  these  facts  lies,  as  I  believe,  the  true  blame  for  roan\  of 
the  lai lures  to  relieve  by  nerve-section^  epilepsy  or  tetanus 
when  these  are  due  to  an  eccentric  cause.  The  knowledge 
1  am  seeking  becomes,  from  this  point  of  view,  of  ineetima- 
hle  value. 

I  have  asked  myself  again  and  again  how  it  is  possible  to 
know  just  where  a  given  nerve  is  distributt^d — whetlier  it 
chances  to  be  nornial  or  one  of  tho^se  cases  ef  variety  which 
occur  so  often  that  we  i»my  well  call  tlieni  normal  varia- 
tions. There  are,  I  lliink,  three  ways.  If  we  freeze  the 
ulnar,  it  is  not  difficult,  as  a  rule,  to  determine  bv  the  lost 
feeling  itv^  area  of  distribution.  The  process  ift  very  pain- 
ful, as  I  know  to  my  cost.  Pressure  may  also  be  used  and 
16  more  generally  applicable.  We  can  compress  any  ot  the 
arm  nerves  until  they  loose  power  to  transmit  impressions 
and  then  the  area  of  lost  feeling  may  be  studied.  This 
also  is  not  a  painless  process  and  it  is  not  always  or  every- 
where of  ensy  application*  In  my  own  case  I  can  easily 
trace  out  the  distributions  by  passing  a  faradicor  galvanic 
current  through  two  or  three  inches  of  the  nerve  to  b© 
studied,  I  think  the  plan  will  usually  answer.  It  gives 
very  clear  replies.  Thus,  a  current  of  moderate  intensity 
18  felt  onlv  in  the  usual  iiitnir  region,  t.  f.,  up  to  the  middle 
of  the  third  finger,  but  most  sharply  in  the  ubuir  palm  and 
the  little  finger ;  made  nmre  severe,  it  is  felt  also  in  tlm 
third  finger  and  even  beyond  it  ;  but  a  mild  current,  surely 
placed  in  the  ulnar  or  the  median,  gives  clearly  a  sense  of 
vibratory  tingling  in  certain  spaces.  As  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  very  severe  currents  I  am  not  so  sure  }  tliey  seem 
to  atfect  nearly  all  of  the  hand  ;  but  as  to  this  I  shall 
probably  have  more  to  miy  in  future. 

M,  Letit^vant  discusses  In  his  excellent  treatise  the  ques- 
tion of  neurotomy  for  cancer,  ulcers,  tetunus,  neuralgia  and 
epilepsy,  but  says  no  word  as  to  its  use  in  local  spasm,  as 
blepharo-spasm,  in  whiclt  I  have  seen  brilliant  succesae*^ 
and  as  remarkable  failures*  As  regards  neuralgia,  I  have 
had  to  counsel  in  favor  of  neurotomy  where  the  pain  had 
a  traumatic  cause,  but  in  what  I  may  fairly  call  a  vast 
experience  1  have  never  been  driven  to  cut  a  nerve  for 
common  neuralgias.      Anstie  does   not  even  discasa  the 
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question ;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  galvanism  has 
succeeded  after  neural  section  fias  failed.  Yet  Isliuuld  not 
hesitate  to  use  it,  because  I  believe  that  even  when  the 
cause  is  of  known  centric  origin  there  mav  be  good  reasons 
why  neurotomy  may  cure.  Indeed,  we  ought  not  to  tail  to 
remember  that  galvanism  is  a  peripheral  application  and 
does  win  successes,  even  where  the  mulady  is  sorely  cen- 
tric. 

As  regards  the  influence  of  nerve-gection  on  the  thermal 
conditions  of  a  limb,  the  clinical  observers  tell  us  that  there 
is  always  a  fall  of  temperature,  while  the  pliysioloLcists  say 
there  is  a  rise  of  the  tliermometer  ;  but  the  latter  observers 
experimented  immediately  after  section,  the  others,  as  a 
rule,  only  after  weeks  or  months,  so  that  I  felt  free  to  pre- 
dict that  when  the  dinicirm  would  put  himself  into  [he 
»ame  position  as  the  physiologist^  nature  would  make  him 
the  same  answer  ;  and  this  is  just  what  my  own  cBse>  have 
lately  taught  me*  First,  tlie  temperature  rises  and  thetij 
after  a  time,  it  falls.  These  constant  conflicts  of  opinion 
always  end  in  this  fashion*  Somewhere  there  has  boen  a 
defect  of  observation,  or  else  the  standpoint  whence  the  facts 
were  seen  has  been  different,  and  so  the  facts  have  been 
made  to  seem  to  vary.  The  case  of  neurotomy  of  the 
brachial  plexus  by  Sands  and  Sequin*  is,  I  suspect,  the  first 
example  of  this  operation.  It  is  admirably  rehded,  wilti 
scarcely  any  defects,  which  cannot  be  said  of  the  European 
cases  of  neural  section.  In  fact,  as  I  have  said,  the  horrible 
confusion  as  to  the  results  of  neurotomy,  which  has  so  long 
embarrassed  us.  is  due  to  observations  so  clumsy  and  imper- 
fect that  they  cannot  be  too  severely  criticised. — Philadeh 
phm  Medical  Times. 


Fatal 


Retention    of   Urine,  Produced  by 
G-rowth,  in  a  Young  Child. 


a   Fibroid 


BY  HENRY  SMTTH,    P.  R.  C.  9. 


^^^^  On  Friday,  November  28th,  my  attention  was  called  by 
^0  Mr.  Delatour,  our  junior  lious^e-surgeon,  to  a  child,  uineteen 
W  months  old.  who  had  retention  of  urine.     On  examination, 

ft  1  found  tliat  the  bladder  whs  greatly  distended,  but  that  the 

I  child  did  not  appear  to  suffer  pain.     The  history   of  the 

■  case  was,  that  on  the  previous  Wednesday,  the  mother, 
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finding  the  child  could  not  pasfi  water,  took  it  to  a  roedical 
man,  who  vainly  attempted  to  draw  off  tlie  water.  On  the 
following  da)^,  ehe  took  it  to  the  hospital,  and  Mr*  Delatour, 
aseertHining  tliat  there  was  a  very  tight  phimosie,  very 
properly  divided  the  prepuce,  but  the  retention  did  not 
give  way,  and  he  I  hen  very  carefully  attempted  to  introduce 
a  catheter,  but  failed. 

I  attempted  to  pass  a  No.  3  silver  catheter  into  the 
bladder,  both  without  and  with  chloroform,  but  I  was 
utlerly  foiled,  and  1  could  clearly  feel  the  point  of  the 
instrument  travelling  aloiig  on  the  left  side  of  the  urethra. 
The  rectum  appeared  to  be  preternatundly  dilated,  and 
there  was  a  perceptible  hardncBS  between  thi«  and  the 
bladder,  which  I  could  not  make  out,  I  thought  putiBibly 
tliat  it  might  be  ^nmu  bkmd  eflu^ed  from  the  previous 
attempts  at  the  catheter  ism,  or  that  possibly  there  might 
be  a  stoue  sticking  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

The  child  was  admitted  into  the  ho!>pitah  and,  as  a 
further  attempt  at  pjit^siug  a  catheter  failed,  I  requested 
Mr*  Bell,  assistant-surgeon  to  the  hospital,  to  relieve  the 
distended  bladder  by  the  aspirator.  This  w^as  done  and 
twice  repeated,  but  the  child  gradually  sank  four  days  after 
admission. 

On  making  a  post-mortera  examination,  we  at  once  dis- 
covered the  cause  of  the  retentioa  and  our  difficulty,  for 
there  was  a  large,  irregular^  fibrous  growth  interposed 
between  the  rectam  and  the  bhidder.  It  apparently  sprang 
from  the  periosteum  of  the  pubis  and  ischium,  extending 
under  the  arch  of  the  former  backwards  and  forwards* 
thrusting  the  urethra  out  of  its  position  against  the  left 
ischium.  So  extensive  was  the  growth,  that  there  was  a 
solid  mass  tw^o  inches  wide,  situated  between  the  rectnm 
and  posterior  part  of  the  urethra.  Oo  microscopic  exami- 
uatiou,  the  appearances  presented  were  those  ot  a  fibroid 
or  recurrent  growth. 

I  have  not  met  with  a  case  similar  to  this,  either  as 
regards  the  situation  of  the  disease  or  the  particular  results 
which  were  produced.  It  is  wel!  known  that  in  children 
we  occasionally  meet  with  growths,  either  fibrous  or  fibro* 
cystic,  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  and  which  are  probably 
congontial.  In  this  instance  the  growth  may  have  been 
one  of  this  kind.  Whether,  however,  it  were  congential 
or   not,   the   locality    was   peculiar  ;   and   we   have   here 

E resented  to  us  an  illustration  of  a  morbid  condition  not 
itherto  associated  iu  the  mind  of  the  surgeon  with  the 
caus^ition  of  retention  of  urine  in  the  child. — Lancet, — 
Canada  Lancet, 


I 


Operation  by  the  Elastic  Thread 


77te  BHfish  Med  teal  Journal  says  that  on  the  2l8t  of  No- 
vember Sir  Henry  Tlumjnson  demonstrated,  for  tbe  first 
time  in  England,  a  surgical  pnieediire  which  ha.s  been  prac- 
tised for  some  time  past  bv,Pruf.  Dittel,  of  Vienna*  Some 
time  ago  Prof,  Dittel  discovered  by  accident  the  power  of 
Bti  eUistic  til  read  in  dividing  tissues,  and  at  once  began  to 
reduce  the  idea  to  practice.  He  first  applied  it  to  a  case  of 
nasvus  of  the  scalp  of  a  child  ;  then  finding  that  the  plan 
quite  answered  his  expectations,  he  appHed  it  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  testicle,  penis,  etc,  and  finally  to  the  ampu- 
tation of  limbs.  It  is  not  understood,  however,  that  he 
proposes  to  employ  the  method  in  the  ease  of  the  larger 
amputations, 

1  lie  time  required  for  the  completion  of  an  operation 
varies  according  to  the  amount  and  density  of  the  tissues 
which  have  to  be  divided,  e.(^.,  for  the  separation  of  the 
mamma  from  eiglit  to  twelve  days  are  required* 

Among  the  oi>eratioua  for  which  it  is  admirably  adapted 
may  be  especially  m^n^ xojx^d /Idula  in  ano.  One  end  of 
the  India-rubber  thread  is  passed,  in  the  eye  of  a  probe^ 
up  the  fsiniis  into  the  bowels  then  caught,  brought  out  at 
the  anus,  and  tied  ;  it  cuts  out  in  a  few  days. 

The  patient  on  whom  Sir  Henry  Thompson  operated  was 
a  stout,  middle-aged  woman,  who  was  suffering  from  an  ul- 
cerating fibro-cystic  tumor  (cystic  sarcoma)  of  the  right 
breast.  She  had  a  lump  in  the  breast  for  tw^enty  years, 
but  it  caused  her  little  inconvenience  till  two  years  ago, 
when  it  began  to  enlarge  rapidly,  and  finally  the  skin  over 
it  gave  w^ay.  At  the  time  of  the  operation  the  tumor  waa 
of  the  size  of  a  large  orange,  and  somewdiat  pendulous,  the 
breast  itself  being  wasted ;  it  was  crowned  by  a  large, 
elougliy,  fungoid  ulcer,  Tlie  ligature  used  was  tubular, 
about  one-twelfth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  the  calibre  of  the 
tube  being  about  one-third  of  this*  A  large  naevus  needle 
was  threaded  with  this  and  a  piece  of  twine,  and  passed 
under  the  base  of  the  tumor.  The  elastic  was  then  cut, 
the  needle  withdrawn,  and  the  halves  of  the  pedicle  tied 
separately.  The  t%vine  was  passed  with  the  rubber*tube, 
IQ  order  that  a  second  tube  might  be  introduced  in  case  the 
first  should  break.  The  patient  complained  of  pain,  ap- 
parently not  very  severe,  for  about  twenty  minutes  after 
she  recovered  from  the  chloroform.  Dr.  DitteVs  paper  in 
the  AUg,  Wiener  Med.  Zeituncfy  1873,  contains  very  full  de- 
tails of  the  method. — New  fork  Medical  Records 
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A  Rare  Physiological  Experiment. 


Dr.  Brandt,  ProfesFior  of  yiirgerv  in  KlauBenburg,  baa 
placet!  oa  record,  in  the  Wiener  3leamniscffe  Wochenschrift^ 
a  case  in  wbicli  removal  of  the  sound  kidney  took  place  in 
the  bumHn  subject.  A  Ivealthy  man,  aged  25,  was  stfibbed 
in  tbe  left  hypochondritim.  Hemorrbage  to  the  amount  of 
three  or  four  ounces  followed;  and  about  three  hours  after 
the  accident,  a  flesliy-looking  tumor  was  expelled  through 
the  wouud  by  a  fit  of  coughing,  attended  with  severe  pain. 
It  waH  replaced  by  a  bystander,  but  was  i^ooti  again  driven 
out  by  the  cough,  On  his  admisRinu  into  hospital,  twenty* 
four  hours  after  the  injury.  Dr.  Brandt,  utter  a  careful 
examination  of  the  protrusion  (of  which  a  careful  descrip- 
tion is  given),  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  the  left 
kidney-  Its  surface,  with  the  ureter,  was  torn  in  some 
parts,  and  allowed  the  escape  of  a  fluid,  at  first  yellowiah 
and  transparent,  but  afterwards  sometimes  reddish  and 
sometimes  turbid  yellow*  It  bad  an  alkaline  reaction,  a 
specific  gravity  of  1042  to  1052,  containing  a  largo  quantity 
of  albumen  and  mucin^  with  some  luemo-globin,  traces  of 
urea,  and  an  abundance  of  alkalies  and  alkaline  earths.     It 

f^ave  a  sediment,  which  on  microscopic  examination  was 
ound  to  consist  of  pus  and  blood-corpuscles,  masses  of 
nuclei,  mucus-fibrils  and  fibrinous  clots;  also  epithelium  of 
the  kind  belonging  to  tbe  calyces  and  pelvis  of  the  kidneys. 
Dr*  Brandt  arrived  at  the  conciusion  tliat  the  orgjin  was 
rendered  useless,  tlnit  its  retention  endangered  life,  and 
that  it  \vould  be  best  to  remove  it*  The  previous  history 
of  the  patient  did  not  contra-indicate  this  ;  he  had  had  no 
severe  illness,  and,  tliotigh  tbe  urine  in  the  bladder 
contained  some  albumen,  this  might  be  derived  from  the 
injured  organ.  Accord i ugly,  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
injury — a  photograph  of  tixe  patient  having  been  first  taken 
— Dr.  Brandt  tied  the  pedicle  of  the  tumor  in  two  parts, 
by  means  of  a  ligature  passed  through  the  middle,  and  cut 
it  away  with  a  knife.  This  operation  was  done  on  June 
7th  and  on  the  23d  the  patient  left  the  hospital  convales- 
cent. No  symptoms  of  uraemia  or  of  peritonitis  occurred 
during  the  progress  of  the  case.  The  urine  was  throughout 
acid,  of  specific  gravity  of  1,010  to  1,040,  and  of  normal 
composition  ;  at  first  it  was  of  a  reddisli-3^ellow  color,  but 
afterwards  became  clear  yellow.  Dr.  Brandt  has  seen  the 
man  several  times  since  the  operation*  He  has  no  signs 
of  disease  of  the  heart,  hut  complains  of  a  sense  of  oppression 
and   fatigue,  especially   in   going  up-stairs,  and  says   be 


A  New  Operation  for  Cleft  Palate. 


191 


cannot  work  as  well  as  before.  Dr.  Brandt,  however,  sus- 
pects that  he  may  say  this  to  avoid  military  service. — 
British  Mediccd  Joui'nah — Canada  LarLcet* 


A  New  Operation  for  Cleft  Palate. 


Ou  the  22d  of  Xuvomber,  Sir  William  FergusBon  (The 
Lancei^  November  29),  in  operating  on  two  patients  for  the 
closure  of  the  opening  in  the  hard  palate  after  tlie  cleft  in 
the  soft  palate  had  bt^en  closed,  adopted  a  modification  of  a 
procedur^i  which  is  ijiiended  to  increai^e  the  chances  of  snc- 
cess  ot  the  operation.  Sir  William  remarked  that  in  the 
so-called  Langenbeck  operation — ^that  is,  where  mnco-peri- 
osteal  flaps  are  taken  from  the  roof  of  the  mouth  and  drawn 
towards  the  middle  line — the  proceeding  is  often  unsuccess- 
ful, from  the  fact  tliat  after  some  time  the  granulations  that 
are  thrown  out  on  the  upper  surfaces  of  the  displaced  flaps 
contract  and  separate  the  union  that  may  have  taken  place 
between  the  pared  edges  of  the  flaps.  It  is  true,  he  ob- 
served, that  sumo  assert  that  bouy  m^itter  is  deposited  on 
the  upper  surface,  and  that  this  diminislies  the  size  of  the 
aperture  in  the  osseous  palate.  Bat,  in  demurring  to  this, 
Sir  William  said  he  thou^^ht  it  was  hardly  possible  to  strip 
off  healthy  periosteum  from  the  subjacent  bone.  He  pro- 
posed therefore,  instead,  that  iu  addition  to  making  the 
ordinary  incisions  for  the  flapt^,  the  hard  palate  should  be 
split  on  each  side  of  the  opening  with  some  sharp  cutting 
instrument,  and  that  the  two  pieces  of  bone  should  be 
pressed  towards  the  middle  line,  and  the  pared  edges  of 
the  soft  tissues  then  be  brought  together ;  by  this  means 
the  central  opening  would  be  closed,  but  two  lateral  aper- 
tures would  be  formed.  But  inasmuch  as  the  two  lateral 
openings  would  be  but  half  the  size  of  the  original  central 
one,  and  as  there  would  be  more  likelihood  of  the  fractured 
edges  of  bone  throwing  out  osseous  material  for  its  repair, 
it  was  hoped  that  the  prospect  of  a  successful  issue  would 
be  greatly  enhanced. — Neto  York  Medical  Record. 


Thetrb  is  as  much  difference  between  good  poetry  and 
fine  verses  as  between  the  smell  of  a  flower  garden  and  of 
a  perfumer's  shop. — Hare. 


192 


INBTITUTBS  and  PftACTtCE  DP  MeDICIKE, 


Institutes  ami  Ifractice  nt  Medicine. 

On  the  Importance  and  Danger  of  Rest  in  Pulmonary 
Consumption. 


All  intL*restiitg  paper  on  thi^^  subject,  by  Dr.  Berkart* 
has  drawn  frora  Dr.  Horace  Dob^l!  a  cnmmuuicatioii  on 
this  topic,  which  appeais  in  The  British  Medicfd  Joumcd  of 
November  22d.  He  mys  :  "'  Tlie  rules  for  the  cautiout^  ap- 
plication of  localiztid  rest  in  lung  Jibtcases  which  I  recom- 
mended, as  dictated  by  a  consideration  of  the  nature  of 
tuberculosis,  and  justified  by  the  results  of  my  own  prac- 
tice, are  as  follows  : 

1.  If  one  luiigj  or  a  portion  of  one  lung,  or  a  portiun  of 
each  luug,  has  become  diseiised,  under  circunistancet^  which 
make  it  certain  that  there  is  noconstitntional  causae  of  lung* 
diseasei  then  it  is  safe  to  secure  localized  result  for  the  dis- 
eased part,  and  to  throw  the  extra  work  upon  the  sound 
parts  ;  but  even  then  it  is  neces^sary  to  be  cautious  that  the 
extent  of  the  lung  so  rested  is  not  too  large  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  sound  lung  upon  which  the  extra  work  is 
throw^n.  If  there  ie  any  question  about  this^  rest  of  the 
whole  body  must  be  secured  in  addition  to  the  localized 
rest  of  lung,  so  as  to  save  the  sound  lung  from  as  much 
Avork  as  possible. 

2.  If  there  is  a  constitutional  cause  of  lung-disease,  but 
only  a  small  area  of  lung  at  present  suffering,  and  Ihat  in 
the  upper  lobes,  while  there  is  a  capacious  client  with  large 
areas  of  lung  in  the  lower  portions  quite  sound  and  insuffi- 
ciently used,  then  it  is  safe  to  secure  localized  rest  for  both 
upper  lobes,  and  to  make  the  lower  portions  do  a  fairer 
proportion  of  the  work  ;  but  even  under  these  circumstan- 
ces the  respirations  sliould  be  kept  at  as  low  a  point  as 
practicable. 

3.  If  a  portion  of  lung  has  become  disintegrated,  auder 
the  influence  of  constitutional  causes,  and  remains  obsti- 
nately unhealed  after  all  constitutional  symptoms  have  been 
arrested,  and,  for  some  time  past,  no  other  portions  of  lung 
have  shown  a  tendency  to  yield,  then  I  think;  it  is  quite  safe 
to  secure  localized  rest  for  the  disintegrated  portion,  so  as 
to  give  it  a  fairer  chance  for  healing  ;  while  an  amount  of 
air  and  exercise  may  be  allowed  to  the  patient,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improving  his  reparative  powers,  which  could  not 
Lave  been  permitted  while  the  damaged  lung  was  exposed 
to  the  same  amount  of  action  as  the  sound  parts-    But  even 
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bere  the  utmost  cnution  is  required  not  to  carry  the  exer- 
cise beyond  a  very  limited  amount* 

4.  If  the  constitutional  tendency  to  hing-diseaae^ — the 
al)norrasil  pliysiological  ^tate — is  strong,  and  signs  of  ira* 
peiidinjx  mir«chief  in  the  lungs  are  scattered,  no  localized 
rest  should  be  attempted,  but  every  means  should  be 
broutrht  to  bear  upon  the  important  object  of  maintaining 
respiration  at  its  lowest  point  consi.stent  with  life  and  nu- 
trition, until  the  coustitutioTial  tendency  has  become  passive 
and  the  IochI  symptoms  have  been  removed. 

Iti  conclusion,  to  prevent  misapprehension  on  so  vital  a 
point,  let  rae  remind  my  readers  that,  in  urging  "the  im- 
portance L»l  rest  in  consumption/*  1  am  referring  to  cases 
in  which  the  lungs  are  already  damaged,  or  in  which  ths 
constitutional  disease  has  declared  itself  in  sufficient  force 
to  render  tuberculization  imminent.  If  the  symptoms  are 
only  what  are  commonly  called  (iremonitory,  that  is,  if  they 
are  those  of  enramenciug  tuberculosis,  and  no  reason  or 
sign  is  discoverable  w^hich  justifies  the  suspicion  that  tu- 
berculization  has  commenced  ;  if  a  sufficiency  of  fat  remains 
without  calling  upon  the  albumenoid  tissues,  the  principles 
of  treatment  are  quite  opposite  to  those  detailed, ^'^JVew? 
York  Mfdira},  Record, 
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Dr.  A.  Corre  contributes  the  following  article  on  the 
above  subject  to  the  Journal de  Medeeineetde  Chirurgie  for 
November,  1873 : 

**  Some  time  ago  I  was  hurriedly  called  to  a  boy  three 
years  of  age,  fair,  lymphaticj  but  of  fine  appearance,  wHiom 
I  had  attended  some  days  previously  for  obscure  cerebral 
troubles,  for  whif^li  I  had  given  him  small  doses  of  bromide 
of  potassium.  The  child  breathed  with  difficulty,  bis 
voice  was  weak  and  as  if  muffled  ;  his  neck,  sensibly  rigid» 
was  thrown  backwards.  On  the  sides  of  the  larynx  one 
perceived  a  vague  thickening  occupying  the  carotid  re- 
gion in  the  |»art  corresponding  to  the  lobes  of  the  thyroid 
body-  Nothing  else  in  the  throat  ;  auscultation  only 
showed  a  slight  weakening  of  th^e  respiratory  murmur 
w^ithout  cough  or  any  kind  of  rale  :  there  was  slight  fever- 
ishness. 

These  symptoms  came  on  suddenly  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  ;  under  the  influence  of  a  painting  with  tincture  of 
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iodine  and  a  poultice^  tbe^'  disappeared  grailually  in  h  few 
huure.  From  this  time  also  the  cerebral  troubles  to  which 
I  have  referred  (agitiUion,  nocturnal  delinum)  have  not 
reappeared. 

On  another  occasion  I  hud  the  op  port  unity  of  observing 
a  similar  occnrretice  in  a  boy  of  the  8ame  age.  The 
accession  was  produced  towarda  nine  o^clock  in  the  morn* 
ing  with  a  train  of  identical  symptoms,  and  in  full  health. 
These  aceidentB  equally  yielded  rapidly  to  the  topical 
employment  of  tinrtare  of  iodine, 

Tu  what  part  of  the  nu«ologiea!  system  do  these  cases 
of  which  I  have  sketched  the  leading  features  belong? 

Proceeding  by  way  of  elimination  I  hnve  set  aside  the 
idea  of  sudden  croup  and  oi  false  croup*  Had  I  to  do 
with  an  adenitis?  I  could  hardly  belitive  thai,  as  the  tume- 
faction disapjpeared  so  rapidly  ;  beside,?  this  tumefaction  by 
its  seat  and  hy  the  ill-deiiiied  thickening  which  accom- 
panied it,  frum  that  which  is  produced  by  swelling  of  the 
cervico'bronchial  glands.  It  seemed  to  me  more  rational 
to  admit  here  a  sudden  fluxion  of  the  thyroid  body,  even 
tbough  one  can  explain  oidy  with  difficulty  by  this  hypoth- 
esis  tlio  eircumstance  of  the.  throwing  back  of  the  neck; 
but  in  reality  this  throwing  back  may  well  be  simply  the 
result  of  tlie  instinctive  efTort  wliich  sick  children  make  in 
order  to  bear  the  pain. 

For  the  rest  1  have  communicated  my  two  observations 
to  M*  Boucbut;  this  competent  clinician  has  hesitated  to 
pronounce  as  to  their  nature-  He  tells  me  that  he  has  met 
with  many  cases  having  some  analogy  with  mine,  but  in  all 
he  found  either  a  prevertebral  tumor  (fiita!  cases)  or  an 
adenitis  (cases  susceptible  of  a  cure  at  the  end  of  a  few 
weeks.)  The  idea  of  a  thyroid  hyperemia  appeared  to 
him  quite  tenable.  The  obscurity  which,  as  one  sees, 
reigns  still  in  this  point  of  pathology  calls  for  fresh  study, 
and  it  is  in  the  hope  of  eliciting  it  that  I  have  published 
this  note.''^ — ObstetriealJourfial  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 


Oxygenating  Remedies. 


Under  this  name  are  embraced  several  remedies,  which, 
when  introduced  into  the  blood,  lead  by  their  decomposi- 
tion to  a  liberation  of  oxygen.  They  are  best  known  in 
this  country,  in  England  and  in  Belgium  ;  and  in  the  latr 
ter  Dr.  Van  den  Corput  has  made  a  number  of  experiments 


to  show  their  efficacy  and  demonstnite  that  the  aJkalnie 
hyperclilorites  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  ehlonite  of  pot- 
ash, recoiTini tended  hy  Dr.  Smith.  Lately  Dr.  Rirhardsoo^ 
of  London,  has  intro<luced  into  practical  medicine  tlie  use, 
for  this  purpose,  of  peroxide  of  hydrofiren,  the  dose  of  which 
iR  from  a  half  drachni  to  a  drachm  daily-  These  remedies 
are  indicated  in  two  classes  of  affectionf*,  viz*;  those  in 
which  respiration  is  imperfectly  carried  on  and  those 
which  depend  upon  incomplete  nutrition.  They  render 
valuable  service  m  asthma,  pneumonia,  cronp,  certsuri  heart 
affect vonSj  and  are  none  the  lens  valuable  in  (Stimulating 
tlie  forces  which  govern  nutrition,  oxygen  being  one  of 
the  bei^t  of  tonics* 

Dr,  Yan  den  Corput  lias  had  conRiderable  experience  in 
the  administration  of  a  mixture  of  hyperchlorite  of  soda 
with  cod-liver  oil.  The  latter  u  administered  as  an  ali- 
ment, but  when  ^iven  pure  ift  frequently  attended  witli 
bad  results.  When  there  is  a  deticiency  of  oxygen  in  the 
bh>od,  owing  to  pulmonary  legions,  it  becomes  very  often 
iiijurioiis  to  increase  the  carboniferous  elements  of  the 
blood  without  associating  with  them  elements  capable  of 
furnishing  the  oxygen  for  their  combustion. 

Dr.  Foster,  of  Dublin,  Inis,  on  his  part,  published  two 
cases  of  occlusion  of  the  foramen  of  Botal,  in  which  he  has 
been  able  to  show,  in  the  most  evident  manner,  the  iuihi- 
enre  of  chlorate  of  fiota^sh  and  peroxirle  of  hydrogen  upon 
the  phenomenon  of  hamiatosis.  In  these  two  infants  the 
cyanosis  was  accompanied  with  evident  lowering  of  tem- 
perature, especially  in  the  extremities.  Cld orate  of  [x^t- 
Bsh,  in  dt»ses  of  fifteen  to  twenty  centigrammes^  caused  a 
diminution  iii  the  degree  of  cyanosis  and  au  elevation  of 
five  to  six  degrees  in  tlie  temperature  of  thefiugers.  The 
peroxide  of  hydrogen,  however,  produced  results  even 
more  marvellous^  causing  the  cyatiosis  to  nearly  disappear 
and  raising  the  temperature  of  the  feet  and  handg  to  quite 

tthe  normal  degree.  This  imprtiveraent,  in  order  to  be 
maintained,  renuired  the  continuous  use  of  the  remedy. — 
Jam-,  ck  Med,  de  BruxeUm  and  Lyon  Med. — Medical  Record. 
— Canada  LanceL 


Reviewers  are  always  tolling  autbare  thoy  do  not  under- 
stand them.  The  author  might  often  reply  r  h  it  my 
fault  ?^Uare. 
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Dr,  F.  P.  Foster  submitted  to  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine  the  follouing  propositions  with  regard  to  ani- 
mal vaccination  : 

Ist.  Vaccination  of  the  human  subject  with  animal  vac- 
cination 18  attended  with  a  degree  of  success  as  regards 
the  protection  of  vaccination  equal  to  that  obtained  by  any 
other  method. 

In  regitrd  to  tliis  point,  Dr,  Foster  stated  as  the  result  of 
three  years-  experience  in  connection  with  tlie  vaccine 
department  of  the  New  York  Dispensary,  that  from  accu- 
rate reports  of  78,176  cases  in  Boston,  Baltimore  and 
Bniialo,  it  was  evident  tliat  in  all  cases  the  success  waa 
equal  to  any  which  hud  been  obtJiined  when  humanized 
lymph  had  been  employed*  whether  the  vaccination  had 
been  primary  or  secondary* 

2d.  The  vaccine  produced  by  animal  vaccination  i§ 
genuine  and  is  as  thoroughly  protective  against  smallpox 
as  the  protection  obtained  by  the  use  of  any  other  form  of 
vaccination. 

3d.  The  use  of  animal  vaccine  does  not  entail  the  dan- 
gers  of  severe  local  inflainmatory  affectiooB  or  general 
febrile  complications,  generally  attributed  to  it  by  some 
authors. 

4th.  Animal  vaccine  to  the  game  extent  as  humanized 
vaccine  is  capable  of  preservation  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time  for  transmission  to  remote  parts* 

5th,  The  use  of  animal  vaccine  eliminates  one  of  the 
suspected  elements  in  the  causation  of  syphilis  and  helps 
to  silence  the  anti-vaceine  agitators. 

6th.  Animal  vaccine  is  the  most  trustworthy  sateguard 
for  the  supply  of  material  in  emergencies. — New  York 
Medical  liecvni,  January  15th,  1874u 


To  Increase  the  Growth  of  Bones.— M.  Oilier  read  a 

Eaper  recently  on  this  subject,  supporting  his  statements 
y  experiments  and  clinical  observations.  He  finds  that 
where  there  has  been  an  arrest  of  growth  of  the  long  bones, 
impeding  progression  or  producing  deformity,  he  can 
induce  growth  by  producing  a  superficial  exfoliation  of  bon6 
by  means  of  caustics. — The  Medical  Record, 


Influence  of  Malpositions  of  tbe  Uteni^. 
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&^ecala0tj  and  Biseases  af  61iildrett. 

The   Influence  of  Malpositions  of   the  Uterus  upon 

Sterility. 

BY  DR.  HERMANN  BEIGEL.* 


The  author  commencea  by  roforriog  to  Marion  Sim's 
propoeitioo  tliat  coiiceplioti  must  follow  in  every  case  in 
wbicli  it  is  possible  for  tlie  spermatoza  to  enter  the  uterine 
canal,  and  come  iti  contact  with  a  healthy  ovum  :  the  sole 
condition  required  for  this  beirif^  that  both  the  man  and 
woman  should  be  in  somnl  health.  To  illustrate  the  fre- 
quency of  sterility,  he  refers  to  tlie  statistics  of  Matthews 
Duncan,  who  found  that  15  |>er  cent,  of  all  ra'irried 
women,  between  the  iv^ea  of  15  and  44,  were  sterile.  Dr, 
West  reckoned  that  1  in  8.5  were  sterile^  other  authors 
have  placed  it  as  1  in  10. 

The  genital  organs,  extending  from  the  vulva  to  the 
abdominal  openings  of  the  Fallopian  tubes  and  the  ovary, 
may  be  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of  which,  conflicting  of 
"' e  external  genitals,  the  vagina,  cervix  and   uterus,   ia 

cessible  to  direct  examination  by  the  speculum  and  the 
sound;  the  other  is  quite  shut  out  from  such  an  examina- 
tion. Each  of  the  ori2:ans  contained  in  these  two  parts  may 
be  so  affected  as  to  oiler  an  impediment,  so  that  on  the  one 
hand  it  may  be  impossible  for  the  s(>ermatoza  to  enter  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  or  the  tubes,  and,  on  the  other,  the 
ovum  may  be  prevented  advancing  far  enough  to  come  in 
contact  with  the  impregnating  fluid.  One  of  the  most 
frequent  causes  of  sterility  is  alteration  of  the  position  of 
the  uterus.  Marion  Sims  found  that  in  260  married  women 
who  had  oever  borne  children,  103  eulfered  from  ante- 
flexion and  63  from  retroflexion  :  of  255  who  had  borne 
children,  but  had  ceased  to  bear  before  the  nsaal  time,  61 
auffered  from  anteflexion  and  111  from  retroflexion,  so  that 
from  this  two-thirds  of  all  sterile  women  were  Baffering 
from  some  form  of  uterine  malposition.  G.  Hewitt  found 
that  in  296  cases  of  flexion  and  version  of  the  uterus,  236 
were  in  married  women,  and  of  these  81  were  sterile  in 
the  sense  that  they  had  had  no  children,  or  only  premature 
labors ;  of  the  81,  57  were  absolutelv  sterile  and  24  had 
aborted.  The  author  examined  12$  sterile  women,  and 
in  114   it   was  not  difficult  to  assign   the  cause  of  the 

•    *♦  Ucber  tl*n  EioflaM der  Lftferemuleniiifaii  darOcbanDatUir  Aof  dl0  Bt^UJUt^" 
voB  t>r,  Hannuuo  IMgeL 
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sterility:  34  had  some  form  of  malposition  of  the  utenis,  26 
versions^  12  flexions,  and  2  prolapaus.  A  deviation  of  the 
uterus  from  its  normal  position,  whether  flexion  or  version, 
does  not  in  ilself  cause  any  impediment  to  conception,  yet 
such  a  malposition  may  render  it  difficult  since  it  prevents 
the  onward  movements  of  the  spermatoza :  this  impedi- 
ment is  not,  however,  necessarily  one  which  cannot  be 
overcorae  ;  but  it  is  otlierwi.^e,  when,  as  is  not  seldom  met 
with  in  flexion,  tlie  anterior  hp  of  the  os  is  longer  than  the 
posterior,  and  is  so  firmly  fixed  against  the  posterior  wall 
of  the  vagina  as  more  or  less  closely  to  blocii  np  the  pas- 
sage, and  thus  form  a  barrier  to  the  advance  of  any  foreign 
body.  Therefore  we  must  not  so  much  consider  the  de- 
gree of  the  version  as  the  determining  cause  of  the  ster- 
ility as  the  relation  of  the  lip  of  the  os  to  the  anterior  or 
posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  according  as  we  have  to  do 
with  retro-  or  ante- version.  Also  a  pronounced  bend  in 
the  uterus  do^  not  per  ne  necessitate  sterility,  for  the 
canal  of  the  uterus  may  still  be  permeable  ;  but  sterility 
follows  when  the  flexion  is  such  that  the  two  walls  of  the 
cervix  or  of  the  uterus  are  in  contact  so  that  the  canal  is  quite 
closed.  It  is  in  such  cases  as  these  that  sterility  persists  as 
long  as  t!ie  position  of  the  uterus  is  such  as  to  close  tlie  canal. 
The  author  therefore  considers  that  the  only  rational 
treatment  is  to  replace  the  uterus  in  its  normal  position. 
For  this  purpose  he  has  used  with  advantage  an  intra- 
uterine pessary  of  the  following  form  :  it  consists  of  an 
india-rubber  ball,  to  which  a  perforated  uterine  stem  is 
fixed.  It  is  introduced  by  passing  the  sound  through  the 
tube  and  the  india-rubber  balL  After  it  is  in  position  the 
india-rubber  ball  is  blown  up  to  the  proper  size,  and  the 
tube  form  is  fixed  to  a  girdle. — OlmfetncalJownal  of  (h'ecd 
BrUain  atid  Irdwiid. 


Complete  OoclTision  of  the  Os  Uteri  Complicating  labor. 


Dr.  8.  S,  Todd  relates  the  following  history  :— 
Mrs.  C— — ,  aged  thirty-six  years,  consulted  me  in  regard 
to  what  she  believed  to  be  a  menstrual  flow  that  had  con- 
tinued uninterruptedly  for  the  last  two  months,  together 
with  other  minor  ailments.  A  vaginal  examination  re- 
vealed the  presence  in  the  cervical  canal  of  a  small  poly- 
pus, about  the  size  and  shape  of  an  almond.  This  was 
removed  with  the  forceps,  and,  aa  a  slight  hemorrhage 
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followed,  Monsera  solution  was  applied  to  the  cervical 
caual*  No  exploration  of  tho  uterine  cavity  was  made, 
and  not  a  suspicion  entertained  that  the  woman  was  preg- 
nant, having  been  married  nineteen  3'ears  without  ever 
conceiving,  so  far  as  ^he  knew.  Such,  however,  mast 
have  been  the  case  at  the  time  of  the  operation,  as  the 
sequel  shows.  Soon  alter,  she  began  to  suspect  that  she 
was  pregnant,  and  upon  examination  I  was  able  to  assure 
her  that  her  sospicioas  were  well  founded* 

Nearly  seven  months  after  the  removal  of  the  polypus, 
that  is  to  say  October  10th,   I  delivered  her  of  a  living, 
healthy  and  apparently  mature  child;  so  that  it  is  probable 
that  the  hemorrhage  commenced  about  the  time  or  concep* 
tion,  and  that  she  was  about  two  and  a  lialf  months  ad- 
vanced in  gestation,  wlien  the  operation  was  performed. 
On  the  morning  of  thq  10th,  at  6  o'clock,  labor-pains  came 
on,  increasing  in  force  and  frequency  up  to  the  time  when 
I  first  saw  her,  three  hours  after.     At  this  time  the  uterus 
could  not  be  reached,  but  nothing  abnormal  was  suspected, 
A  vertex  presentation  was  recognized.      At  1  o'clock  p,  u. 
I  found  the  cundition  unchanged,  excepting  that  the  head 
had  descended  lower  into  the  pelvis*     I  saw  her  again  at 
7  o'clock.     The  patient  was  a  stout,  muscular  woman,  and 
the  duration  and  force  of  the  pains,  which  had  not  relaxed 
during   the   entire   day,   still  continued.     An  exploration 
now  sliowed  that  the   head|  carrying  the  lower  portion  of 
the  uterus  before   it,  had  nearly  reached  the  floor   of  the 
pelvis  J  that  the  uterine  wall  was  greatly  thinned,  and  that 
as  yet   the  mouth  of  the  womb  could  not  be  found.     Two 
hours  passed,  during  which  time  fruitless  endeavors  were 
made  to  drag  the  cervix  into  the  pelvic  axis,  or  in  some 
way   to  discover    the    nature   of  the   complication.     The 
uterine  wall  seemed  as  thiu  as  paper,  the  unequal  surface 
of  the  foetal  cranium  being    clearly   discernible   with    the 
finger  through  the  attenuated  intervening  structures.     It 
was  apparent  that  if  the  old  opening  was  not  found  nature 
would  soon  make  a  new  one.     The  finger  was  again  care- 
fully passed  over  the  surface  of  the  dense  globular  tumor 
in  sorirch  of  a  point  representing  the  os,  when,  at  its  most 
projecting  point,  and  in  the  central  axis  of  the  strait,  it 
encountered  a  slightly  roughened  pointy  only  partly  encir* 
cled  by  an  elevated  rim,  and  feeling  like  a  thread  under 
the  finger.     There  was  no  depression,  and  the  texture  of 
the  tissue  appeared  identical  with  that  on    the  outside   of 
the  narrow  rim,  except  that  it  was  a  little  roughened, 

I  was  now  convinced  of  that  which  I   had  before  only 
half  suspected  wad  indeed  true,  viz.;   that  thia  roughened 
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point  correspooded  in  site  to  tlie  original  opening,  and  that 
the  tlireFidlike  elevation  which  half  bounded  it  was  all  that 
remained  of  the  lips  of  the  qh  tinca%  the  cervix  being  com- 
pletely flattened  against  the  foetal  head.  The  danger  of 
further  delay,  now  that  Lbe  case  was  understood,  was  man- 
ifest, and  as  [  had  no  itiHtrumenta  at  hand  (a  gum  lancet 
would  hiive  been  very  acceptable),  I  scratched  an  opening 
with  m^  finger  nail,  enUirging  it  till  1  conld  distinctly  feel 
the  hairy  acalp.  A  very  enniU  quantity  of  tlie  liquor 
amnii  escaped — I  liad  perforated  both  the  cicatricial  tissue 
and  the  membranes.  It  was  now  10  o'clock  P.  M,  The 
aperture  thus  made  was  rapirlly  widened  with  the  fingers, 
and  at  haf-past  11  tlie  child,  of  medium  size,  was  deliv- 
ered. The  woman  made  a  rapid  and  satinfactory  recov- 
ery.^— Kansas  City  Medical  Jimrmd,  January,  1874. 


A  Case  of  Acardia. 


Prof.  Wm*  T.  Luskf  M*  D*,  reports  a  case  of  acardia* 
The  patient^a  primipara,  had  already  given  birth  to  a  male 
child,  but  the  abdomen  had  not  diminished  greatly  in  size. 
The  second  child  presented  by  the  breech,  as  was  sup- 
posed, and  version  attempted,  which  was  impossible,  but 
the  delivery  was  fioally  accomplished  unaided,  and  the 
monstrosity  was  readily  recognized  as  an  acardia.  The 
weight  was  three  pounds  and  nine  ourices.  There  were 
but  two  toes  on  the  right  foot.  On  the  left  foot  there 
were  two  toes  completely  formed,  and  a  small  appendix 
composed  of  skin,  which  was  evidently  ihe  rudiment  of  a 
third  toe.  Scrotum  and  penis  were  well  developed.  A 
loop  of  intestine  protruded  through  the  umbilicus.  The 
upper  portion  of  the  fetus  consisted  of  two  globular  sacs 
composed  of  skin,  through  which  a  distinct  fluctuation 
could  be  made  out.  There  was  a  small  bunch  of  hair  just 
at  the  upper  junction  of  the  sacs.  Upon  opening  the 
tumor  it  was  found  to  be  filled  with  gelatinous  matter, 
partly  free  and  partly  contained  in  cysts,  [n  the  anterior 
portions  were  situated  the  vestiges  of  the  trunk.  The 
cervical,  dorsal  and  lumbar  vertebrte  and  ribs  were  com- 
plete. There  was  a  pyramidal  bit  of  bon^  loosely  con- 
nected with  the  upper  cervical  dorsal  vertebra?  which  con- 
stituted the  sole  representative  of  the  skull.  As  usual, 
ibere  was  complete  absence  of  the  sternum.     The  kidneys 
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were  well  developed;  the  ri^ht  kidneVi  owing  to  the 
abHonce  of  the  liver,  was  situated  somewhat  higher  than 
Ihii  left.  The  ureters  were  both  present,  and  opened  into 
a  Bmall*8ized  bladder.  Two  bodies,  supposed  to  be  the 
testicles*  were  found  near  the  internal  abdominal  ring. 
There  were  no  traces  to  be  found  of  either  lieart,  lungs, 
stomach,  pancrcms,  liver  or  spleen.  The  coraraunication 
between  the  two  umbilical  veins  was  situated  just  at  the 
insertion  of  the  two  cords  into  the  phicenta,  A  thrombus 
had  formed  in  the  conimuDicatiiig  branch,  which  nearly 
closed  the  umbilical  vein  coming  from  the  acardia,  while 
the  eirculatinn  in  the  umbilical  vein  of  the  well-formed 
child  wast  undisturbed.  A  communication  between  the 
urabiliciil  arteries  was  not  detected. 

The  accepted  theory  of  the  origin  of  this  monstrosity 
may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows  :  The  acardia  is  always 
one  of  twins*  Both  children  are  developed  from  the  same 
ovum*  are  of  the  same  sex,  and  are  contained  in  a  single 
chorion-  Each  fcetus  has,  liowever,  usually  its  own  amnion. 
There  is  a  single  placenta,  but  two  capillary  systems  which 
communicate.  Sometimes  it  happens  that^  by  means  of 
large  communicating  vessels  the  two  fo:^tal  circulations  in 
the  placenta  forma  more  intimate  union  with  one  another. 
Then,  in  case  each  foetal  heart  beats  with  equal  intensity, 
the  result  would  be  an  arrest  of  the  circulation  in  the 
communicating  branches  with  formation  of  thrombi. 
When  the  hearths  action  in  one  fetus  more  than  couoter- 
balances  that  of  the  other,  the  stronger  blood-current  in 
the  placenta  would  push  back  the  weaker  one,  at  first 
im[ieding  the  circulation  of  the  less  favored  fetus,  then 
arresting  it,  and  finally  causing  it  to  take  an  inverse  direc- 
tion. The  heart  then  atrophies.  The  acardia  becomea 
tijen  simply  an  appeitdage  to  the  healtliy  fetus,  the  circula- 
tion going  on  as  follows  :  venous  blood  of  the  healthy 
fetus  is  conveyed  by  the  umbilical  arteries  to  the  placenta; 
the  force  of  the  healthy  fa^tus*  heart  then  carries  it 
through  the  communicating  branches  to  the  umbilical 
arteries  of  the  less  favoreil  twin;  this  force  is  insufficient, 
however,  to  carry  the  current  to  the  uoper  parts  of  the 
body,  which  therefore  are  not  developed.     The  favorable 

!)osition  of  the  lower  extremities  for  receiving  the  blood 
rom  the  umbilical  and  pelvic  organs  explains  their  farther 
though  imperfect  growth  and  development.  The  blood 
carried  to  the  fcettis  by  the  umbilical  arteries  is  returned 
by  the  umbilical  vein.  The  mother  made  a  good  recovery. — 
N.  K.  Medical  Journal^  February,  1874, 
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The  Anticipation  and  Treatment  of  Po£t-Partum 
Hemorrhage, 


ABSTRACT  FROM  A  PAPER  BY  PROFESSOR  BASSETT. 


Dr*  John  Basset t,  Professar  of  Midwifery  in  the  Queen's 
College,  Birminj^ham,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties  Branch, 
on  November  13th,  advocutes  stroiigly  the  preventive 
treatment  of  uterine  hemorrliapje.  He  regards  granular 
degeneration  of  the  kidneys,  vt^ith  albuminuria^  and  general 
debility,  from  insufficient  nourisliment  or  defective  power 
of  aBeimilation,  as  very  frequent  caosei^  of  the  tendency  to 
hemorrhage.  Andral  and  Tyler  Smith  directed  special 
attentiun  to  the  aiuemia  occurring  in  pregnant  women - 
After  referring  briefly  to  the  various  researches  upon  the 
increased  volume  and  altered  condition  of  the  blood  during 
this  period,  he  enters  upon  the  consideration  of  hemor- 
rhage itself-  The  worst  cases^  ho  considers,  are  those  in 
which  there  is  an  alternate  contraction  and  rehixation  of 
the  uterus,  or  where  there  is  irregular  contraction,  follow- 
ing, aa  frequently  happens,  from  tardy  or  precipitate 
labors,  **  For  more  than  twent}'  years/'  he  says,  "it  haa 
been  a  rule  of  practice  with  me  to  pay  careful  attention  to 
the  health  of  all  pregnant  women  who  come  under  my 
notice,  well  knowing  that  a  healthy  pregnancy  is  followed 
by  a  natural  labor  and  a  favorable  recovery.  This  led  me 
to  examine  very  carefully  into  the  condition  of  those  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  flooding.  I  found  them  uniformly  out 
of  health  ;  they  all  suflered  from  impaired  powers  of 
assimilation  in  one  form  or  other  ;  they  were  weal,  dyspep- 
tic, nervous,  with  diminished  muscular  power,  *  *  J 
always  prescribe  iron  in  combination  with  an  alkali  or  an 
acid»  as  the  particular  circumstances  may  indicate.  As 
regards  anticipating  post-partum  hemorrhage  at  the  time 
of  labor,  ergot,  given  shortly  before  the  birth  of  the  child, 
answers  sometimes^  but  is  uncertain,  a  moderate  dose  being 
better  than  repeated  larger  doses.  Pressure  is  generally 
and  deservedly  relied  upon  for  ensuring  detachment  and 
expulsion  of  the  placenta,  contraction  of  the  womb  and 
arrest  of  unnecessary  flow  of  blood.  It  is  the  readiest  and 
most  effective  means  we  have  at  hand  ;  and,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  it  is  all  that  is  required  to  check  hemorrhage. 
Grasping  the  uterus  with  the  hand  and  holding  it  firmly 
is  the  method  in  common  practice  ;  but  when  the  flow  is 
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very  severe  and  does  not  yield  to  tliis  proceeding,  it  is 
well  to  transfer  the  pressure  to  aurta — a  practice  which  is, 
ill  my  opinioQ,  of  the  utmost  value,  and  the  importance  of 
which  is  by  the  present  race  of  accouchers  much  under- 
valued." *'  Where  th*^  hemorrhage  is  less  severe,  the 
binder,  with  a  triangnlar-sluiped  pad  underneath,  is  more 
effective  than  pressure  by  thpt  hand,  preventing  the  uterus 
from  riaing  in  the  abdomen  and  filling  with  blood  and 
allowing  a  coagulum  to  form  in  the  interior.''  He  does  not 
approve  of  constantly  removing  the  clots  from  the  interior 
of  the  uterus  whilst  hemorrhage  is  going  on,  regarding 
these  as  the  consequenue  and  not  the  cause.  Cold  acts  at 
first  as  a  powerful  fltimulant,  producing  shock  in  the  sya* 
tem,  but  as  a  sedative,  if  used  for  a  longer  time.  Opium, 
where  spasm  or  alternate  contraction  is  tijo  predominating 
feature  of  the  case,  is  of  the  greatest  value.  "If,  then, 
ergot,  cold,  pressure  and  opium  have  failed  to  check  the 
hemorrhage,  we  are  called  upon  to  take  the  next  step 
and  inject  a  solution  of  the  perch loride  of  iron  into  the 
uterus,  *  *  My  experience  of  it  has  not  been  great. 
I  judge  it  to  be  a  remedy  of  great  efficiency,  but  of  doubtful 
safety."  When  the  hemorrhage  has  been  controlled  and 
the  patient  passing  from  a  state  of  shock  into  one  of  syn- 
cope and  collapse,  transfusion  is  the  one  resource.*  -Canada 
Lancet, 


Electrolysis  in  the  Treatment  of  Uterine  Fibroids, 

Dr.  |Gilman 'Kimball  has  in  the  majority  of  cases  of 
uterine  fibroids  disad vised  any  treatment  which  would 
involve  a  greater  or  less  risk  of  life,  but  in  nine  cases 
he  has  extirpated  the  entire  uterus,  three  of  which  have 
been  followed  by  recovery.  Of  these  three  two  were 
eases  where  the  operation  was  performed  with  a  clear 
recognition  of  the  disease;  the  third  operation  was  conse- 
quent upon  an  error  of  diagnosis.  Of  the  six  fatal  cases 
one  was  wrongly  diagnosticated,  the  reraainitjg  five  oc- 
curred in  connection  with  ovariotomy,  the  diseased  ovary 
and  uterus  being  found  inseparably  connected.  After  an 
ample  experience  Dr.  Kimball  can  only  recall  one  case  in 
which  any  purely  medical  treatment,  either  constitutional 
or  local,  has  been  followed  by  any  obviously  favorable  re* 
ftult.  In  one  instance  the  long-continued  use  of  the  iodide 
of  potassium  injected  into  the  uterine  cavity  was  followed 
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by  a  diminution  and  final  disappearance  of  a  very  large 
fibroid  tumor  of  tho  uterus.  The  same  remedy,  Birice  trit?d 
repeatedly  and  under  apparently  similar  circmustances,  has 
in  every  ingtaiice  entirely  failed. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  application  of"  electrolysis 
was  determined  upODj  and  Dr,  Ephraim  Cutter,  after  several 
experiments,  has  devised  an  instromeot  made  almost  pre- 
cisely in  the  form  of  a  surgeon's  grooved  director,  with 
gharp  point  and  ed^es,  and  an  ebony  handle  at  the  promixal 
end.  It  is  generally  most  convenient  to  attack  the  disease 
through  the  abdominal  vvalli^*,  but  in  some  instances,  when 
the  fibroid  growtlj  has  prujected  downwards  so  as  to  involve 
a  portion  or  the  whole  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  one  elec- 
trode may  be  inserted  into  the  tumor  from  the  vagina  while 
the  otlier  passes  througti  the  abtluminal  parieties*  Ab  yet  no 
ill  eflects,  local  or  constitutional,  have  been  observed  after 
the  operation.  For  some  hours  the  patient  suffers  consider- 
able pain  in  the  pelvic  region,  and  there  is  some  feverish 
excitement,  denoted  by  a  quickened  pulse,  thirst,  and  in- 
creased sensibility  in  the  direction  of  the  tumor.  These 
symptoms,  however,  are  not  lasting,  and  in  a  day  or  two 
the  patient  declares  herself  free  from  suffering  of  every 
kind,  Four  oases  are  reported  in  which  electrolysis  was 
used  on  account  of  fibroid  tumors  of  the  uterus,  in  all  of 
which  the  growth  of  the  tumor  was  arrested  or  diminished 
in  size,  and  in  one  case  a  large  fibroid  growth,  extending 
quite  up  to  the  umbilicus  and  not  less  than  eight  or  nine 
inches  in  diameter,  had  so  far  disappeared  that  what  re- 
mained of  it  could  scarcely  be  felt.  Other  cases  are  under 
treatment,  but  as  yet  it  is  too  early  to  form  any  just  con- 
clusions as  to  results. — Boston  Medicai  and  Surffical  Journal, 
January  29th,  1874. 


Treatment  of  Chloroform  Narcosis,  by  Ice  in  the  Bectum 

Dr.  Bailee  thinks  there  is  no  readier  or  more  effectual 
mode  of  combating  the  narcosis  of  chloroform  than  that  of 
introducing  a  Bmall  piece  of  ice  into  the  rectum.  But  little 
force  is  required  to  pass  it  through  the  anus  ;  it  melts  im- 
mediatelv  and  causes  by  its  presence  a  deep  reflex  inspira- 
tion, w^hich  leads  to  respiratory  movement  and  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  cardiac  function.  The  method  is  also 
recommended  to  be  pursued  in  the  treatment  of  apparent 
death  in  the  newly  horn,— Bui.  Gen.  de  Tkerap. 
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Tbia  case  presents  fedturea  of  tnucli  interest,  both  to  the 
proferttsion  unJ  to  tlie  patient^ — to  the  former  for  it^  iustruct- 
iveness,  and  to  the  hatter  not  merely  tor  a  fortunate  escape 
from  a  dreadful  and  uncalled-for  mutilation^  hut  also  for 
the  restoration  of  8ight  to  a  blnid  eye. 

The  patient,  naniod  James  Taylor,  by  occupation  until 
recently  a  grocer,  was  about  seventy  years  old.  He  had 
been  afflicted  for  several  years  with  a  dermoid  growtli,  or 
u*artt  which  started  on  the  outer  and  U>wer  part  of  the 
riglit  eyeball  and  early  tihowed  a  tendency  to  intrude  upon 
the  transparent  cornea.  The  patient  called  on  me  several 
times  at  an  early  period  of  his  complaint  and  I  attempted 
to  destroy  the  wart  by  cutting  off  its  ssurface  and  tlien 
applying  chromic  acid.  This  treatment  not  proving  suc- 
cessful or  for  some  other  cause,  he  ceased  his  visits,  and  I 
lost  sight  of  him  entirely  until  he  presented  himself  at  the 
ophthalmic  clinic  at  St,  Peter's  Hospital  in  October  last. 

My  friend,  Dr.  James  L,  Babcock,  of  this  city,  then 
advised  that  he  should  consult  me,  because  he  had  learned 
that  an  opinion  had  been  given  at  a  certiiin  medical  insti- 
tution that  the  growth  on  the  eyeball  was  of  a  dangerous 
character  and  that  '*the  tumor"  would  grow  until  it  became 
tts  large  as  his  fist!  The  only  thing  to  be  done,  said  the 
8apient  *'  oculist^"  was  to  '*  remove  the  eyebalL"  This 
being  cut  out  of  his  head,  of  course  'Hhe  tumor"  would  at 
the  same  time  disappear  ! 

Upon  examination  I  recognized  my  old  verrucous  ac- 
quaintance, only  somewhat  enlarged.  In  its  growth  the 
wart  had  confined  itselt  within  the  limits  of  the  cornea, 
which  it  entirely  covered,  except  a  very  narrow  tract  at 
the  upper  inner  margin.  As  it  bo  completely  covered  the 
front  of  the  eye  all  sense  of  vision  was^  of  course,  obliter- 
ated. 

In  appearance  the  wart  presented  a  roundish  form  and  a 
whitish'gray  color.  To  the  touch  it  was  soft  and  unctu- 
ous*   In  structure  it  was  composed  of  papilla?,  which  were 

*Fram  m  ptapmt  proMoled  to  Qie  ModloiU  Boclefiy  of  ita«  84«M  of  Kew  Yotit. 
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separable  almoRt  to  the  base;  and  wear  tbe  lower  edge 
these  papilhe  stood  up  in  coarse  fiiainents^  or  little  crowded 
coli]inn&,  almost  a  quarter  of  an  inch  higlu  From  this 
they  w^ere  graduated  down  utitii  they  were  nearly  on  a 
level  with  the  coroea  at  the  region  of  most  recent  invasion. 

In  order  effectually  to  rid  my  patient  of  this  somewhat 
formidable  wart,  the  eyelids  were  first  held  apart  with  the 
ordinary  silver  wire  speculum,  and  then  with  delicate 
scissors  curved  on  the  flat,  all  the  coarser  portions  which 
it  was  practicable  to  be  cut  were  removed,  leaving  on  the 
eye  only  the  base  of  the  stroctnre  as  a  raw  surface.  Then 
taking  a  bent  lance-shaped  knife  (hidectome,)  I  carefully 
insinuated  its  edges  under  the  upper  sessile  border  of  the 
excrescence,  und  by  gentle  manipulatioUj  teased  away  the 
adventitious  growth  from  its  connection  with  the  surface 
of  the  cornea.  When  the  operation  was  terminated^  the 
color  of  the  iris  and  the  black  pupil  were  visible,  and  tlie 
patient  remarked  that  he  could  see  objects  in  the  room. 

Very  little  reaction   followed*     The  cornea  sieadily  im- 

{> roved  in  clearness  as  tlie  natural,  superficial  or  epithelial 
ayer  was  reprodticed,  and  within  a  very  few  weeks  the 
flight  became  as  good  as  in  the  other  eye,  in  which  the 
sight  was  perfect. 

The  last  time  I  saw^  the  patient  was  four  months  after 
the  operation.  There  was  no  vestige  of  the  old  trouble 
to  be  seen,  and  the  cure  appeared  to  be  pertect. 


Trachoma  treated  by  Gonorrhceal  Inoculation. 


Dr-  L^on  Bri^re  reports  in  the  BuUetin  Generak  de 
Therap,,  September  15th,  1873,  four  hundred  and  four 
cases,  from  various  sources,  of  panuus  treated  by  the 
inoculation  of  blennorrhagic  virus,  derived  either  from  the 
opthalmia  of  the  new-born,  or  from  urethral  or  vaginal 
blennorrhtigia.  To  these  he  adds  five  cases  in  his  own 
practice.  Having  quoted  with  approval  the  conclusion  of 
Roosbroeck,  who  has  never  seen  any  grave  accident  follow 
so  seemingly  frightful  a  plan  of  treatment,  and  who  ob- 
serves, **  I  regard  these  results  as  so  complete,  so  marvel- 
lous, and  so  extraordinary,  that  I  do  not  believe  anything 
more  beautiful  exists  in  all  opthalmology,"  the  author  sums 
up  in  the  following  indications  and  con tra-indJ cations  : 
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1.  Inoculation  gives  results  eatisfactorv  in  proportion 
BB  the  paDtiiis  has  arrived  at  a  very  higli  degree  of  de- 
velopment (without  incurable  complicatiou  on  the  ocular 
Burface)*  2.  In  panuus  which  is  G:eneralized  over  the 
whole  surface  of  both  corneaBj  accidents  are  most  rare*  3, 
Inoculation  must  never  be  practiced  in  cases  of  unilateral 
pannus^  as  the  must  scrupulous  care  of  the  sound  eye  will 
not  save  it  from  contagion.  4.  Inoculation  is  equally  con- 
tra-indicated where  the  pannus  is  partial  and  where  the 
cornea  presents  points.  5*  In  cases  of  double  pannus»  it  is 
preferable  to  inoculate  both  eyes  at  the  same  time.  It  is  a 
matter  of  indiflerence  whether  the  inoculating  matter  be 
taken  from  an  ocular,  vaginal,  or  urethral  blennorrhagia. 
An  individual  refractory  to  the  influence  of  one  kind  may 
be  aflected  by  another  virus^  seemingly  less  active.  The 
pus  (jf  acute  urtjthral  blennorrhagia  is  more  active  than 
tliat  of  the  chronic  disease.  The  material  of  inoculation 
should  be  picked  up  with  a  pair  of  forceps  and  deposited 
upon  the  palpebral  conjunctiva*  If  its  escape  be  feared, 
the  conjunctiva  may  be  punctured  with  a  lancet  or  needle. 
The  course  of  purulent  opthalmia  of  artificial  induction  ia 
the  same  as  that  of  accidental  origin.  Should  the  cornea 
not  ulcerate,  frequent  applications  of  warm  water  should 
be  made.  Van  Roosbroeck  lets  the  affection  take  its  own 
course.  Should  the  cornea  exfoliate  (intense  pain),  War- 
lomont  recommends  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
in  stick  or  solution. — New  York  Medical  Record. 


Editariai 

Our  Legislattire, 


The  twentieth  session  of  our  State  Legislature  has 
finally  adjourned,  after  four  months  of  earnest  labor  in  the 
great  (7)  interests  of  corporations,  monopolies  and  their 
own  individual  advancement,  politically,  socially,  or  finan- 
cially ;  in  fine,  they  have  been  most  assiduous  in  the  advo- 
cacy and  defence  of  every  scheme  la  which  large  money 
was  involved  and  consequently  large  dividends,  but  have 
been  criminally  negligent  of  those  great  matters  which 
affect    the    well-being    and    prosperity   of   the   country, 
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amongst  wliich  latter,  foremost,  in  our  judgment,  is  that 
universally  neglected  (in  America,  at  least)  question— the 
protection  of  life  and  health  through  the  enactment  of  such 
statutes  as  filial  1  provide  for  the  punit^hment  of  quackery  ; 
thus  securing  to  the  community  and  profesftiou  alike 
that  protection  which  will  give  to  the  one  assurance  of 
safety  and  encourage  the  other  to  devote  witli  greater 
earnestness  their  intellect  and  lives  to  the  philanthropic 
pursuit  of  their  calling.  We  speak  with  sincerity  when 
we  say  that  it  is  marvelouHly  strange  to  us  that  year  after 
year  the  medical  profession  are  represented  in  tlie  halls  of 
Congress  and  State  Legislature  and  yet  are  unrepresented ; 
that  gentlemen  are  sent  to  the  councils  of  the  Nation  and 
State  who,  before  election,  had  been  the  warmest  sup- 
porters of  everything  which  had  for  its  object  the  advance- 
ment of  the  ecieace  of  medicine  and  the  protection  of  its 
votaries,  and  yet,  when  once  ensconced  in  their  seats  as 
legislators,  seem  to  forget  that  they  ever  had  any  other 
profession  and  that  that  science — the  noblest  of  all — to 
which  they  had  professedly  early  consecrated  their  lives  liad 
sunk  into  insignificance,  and  that  the  health  and  lives  of 
the  commiinity,  which  they  pretend  to  represent,  are  of 
secondary  iraportiince,  as  compared  with  the  almighty  dol- 
lar ;  yet  such  is  the  case,  and  we  begin  to  fear  ever  will  be. 

Regularly  each  year  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Oali- 
fornia  occupies  its  valuable  time  in  the  discussion  and 
passing  of  resolutions  addressed  to  the  Legislature,  which, 
if  presented  at  all,  having  no  one  working  in  tlieir  interests 
(for  the  reason  that  there  is  no  money  concerned),  are 
thrown  aside,  and  scarcely  ever  are  more  than  pirescnted — 
and  placed  on  file.  Yet,  there  may  be  seen  any  day,  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Legislature,  amongst  the  members  of  the 
third  house  or  lobbyists,  and  even  in  the  halls  themselves, 
any  number  of  medical  men,  all  busy  hohnobhinig  and  but- 
tonholing members  on  the  floor,  talking  with  the  greatest 
earnestness  and  vehemence  about — what  ?  these  ques- 
tions affecting  the  welfare  of  the  profession  and  community 
at  large?    No !  but  upon  some  matter  of  private  interest. 
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in  which  there  is  some  potiitioii  with  a  salary  attached  and 
which  the^^  as  true  humanitjirian*,  are  willing  to  make  the 
great  personal  sacrifice  of  accepting.  Day  after  day,  dur- 
ing the  past  session,  the  prominent  mea  of  each  clique  and 
school  of  this  city  were  passengers  by  the  various  routes  to 
Sacramento,  the  Mecca  of  California,  all  on  a  pilgrimage  of 
good.  To  serve  God?  No  I  but  to  serve  themstflves  and 
mammon,  to  partake  of  the  "  loaves  and  fi&ihes/'*  and  allow 
^very  great  and  general  interest  to  go  neglected  ;  and  fur- 
nish another  opportunity  at  tlie  next  session  of  tlie  Society 
for  discussing  another  resolution,  wifn  the  whites  of  their 
eyes  turned  heavenward  in  evidence  of  their  earnestness, 
and  thus  deceive  the  great  maa.-j  of  the  profession  as  to 
their  sincerity. 

When  will  this  condition  into  which  the  noble  science  of 
medicine,  or  ratlier  its  representatives,  have  fallen  be  cor- 
rected ?  When  will  men  cease  for  a  day  to  look  to  their 
own  individual  interests  and  devote,  unselfishly,  that  brief 
period  to  the  interests  of  their  brethren  and  suffering 
humanity  ?  We  can  not  answer  ;  but  should  we  be  per- 
mitted to  live  and  witness  this  change,  we  shall  hail  it  as 
the  millennium. 


Legal  Responsibility  of  Consulting  Physicians. 


Under  the  head  of  Miscellany  appears,  in  this  number  of 
the  Lancet,  a  comraunictUion  purporting  to  give  **  the 
substance  of  the  circumstances  and  a  verbatim  report  of 
the  instructions  of  Judge  Morrison  to  the  jury  in  the  case 
of  John  Walton  vs.  Dr.  David  Wonster^  recently  decided 
in  the  Fourth  District  Court  of  this  city. 

If  we  are  to  take  the  text  of  this  communication  as  pre* 
senting  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that,  in  our  opinion  : 

1st.  Dr.  Todd,  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  case,  should 
have  been  well  satisfied  as  to  the  condition  of  the  patient^s 
limb,  having  the  conduct  of  treatment,  and  if  Dr,  Wooetor 
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differed  with  tiira  in  diagnosis  at  their  first  consultation,  he 
should  have  called  a  third  consultant^  in  accordance  with 
the  estahliahed  law  laid  down  in  the  code  adopted  many 
years  since  by  the  *'  American  Medical  Association,"  when 
the  dissenting  surgeon  would  doubtlessly  have  retired. 

2d.  Dr.  Todd  testifies  that,  in' his  judgment,  the  short- 
ening occurred  subsequently  to  the  removal  of  tlie  splints 
and  after  the  patient  had  left  liis  bed  and  was  engaged  in 
exercising,  hut  does  not  explain  how  that  shortening  could 
occur,  if  a  proper  or  firm  union  of  the  main  fragments  of 
the  bone  had  taken  place. 

Dr.  Wooster  testifies  that  he  never  saw  the  patient 
without  the  presence  of  the  attending  surgeon^  but  agreed 
with  him  in  the  conduct  of  the  case,  to  wit :  the  applica- 
tion of  the  splintSi  the  extension,  and  the  removal  of  the 
small  fragments  of  bone  ;  yet  adds :  *'  If  it  had  been  my 
case,  I  would  have  cut  off  the  leg  the  firtst  time  I  saw  it/* 
There  is  a  strange  incongruity  in  these  two  statementSj  and 
how  it  is  possible  to  reconcile  the  one  with  the  other  w^e 
confess  ourselves  at  a  loss  to  determine.  However,  it  is 
not  the  first  time  that  our  court  records  have  furnished 
similar  and  greater  inconsistencies  emanating  from  the 
same  source — vide  Hodges  vs.  Cooper, 

Dn  Todd,  as  the  attending  surgeon,  surely  was  in  charge 
of  the  case,  and,  from  the  evidence  presented,  it  would  seem 
that  the  treatment  by  him  instituted  before  the  arrival  of 
Dr.  Wooster  was  carried  out  and  that  Dr»  Wooster  simply 
endorsed  the  same.  Yet  the  verdict  was  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  here  is  the  mystery  in  which  the  whole  case  is  involved. 

We  are  in  no  wise  in  sympathy  with  this  too  common  prac- 
tice of  indigent  patients  instituting  suits  for  damages  in 
cases  of  alleged  mal-practice,  and  we  regret  for  this  reason 
that  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff,  yet  we  hope  it 
may  serve  a  good  purpose,  as  the  homoeopathic  law  of  cure, 
"  similia  stmUibjis  cwraniur,"  is  brought  to  bear  and  we  hope 
may  prove  effective. 

The  law,  as  expounded  by  the  Court,  ought  to  be  read 
with  great  care  by  every  practitioner^  as  it  would  seem 
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that  the  responsibility  of  any  ^ivon  case  may  easily  be 
shifted  wholly  to  the  shoulders  of  a  consulting  physician  or 
surgeon,  wheu,  to  say  the  least,  it  should  be  divided  with 
the  attendant. 


Address  of  the  President  of  the  CaMornia  State  Medical 

Society. 

We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  announce  to  our  readers 
that  in  our  pages  this  month  will  be  found  a  verbatim 
report  of  the  annual  address  of  the  President  of  the  Cali- 
fornia State  Medical  Society,  Dr.  T.  H.  Pinkerton,  which» 
though  delivered  on  the  15 th  inst.,  we  have,  through 
industry,  been  enabled  to  print  and  ii48ue  two  days  later. 
It  %vill  be  found  to  contain  some  very  valuable  sugg'estions 
touching  the  great  question  of  the  necessity  of  establishing 
a  higher  standard  of  medical  education,  a  theme  which,  for 
years  past,  has  constituted  the  subject  of  many  similar 
papers  ;  but,  because  of  so  many  diverse  interests  involved, 
none  of  the  various  ideas  presented  have  been  practically 
carried  out. 

As  Dr.  Pinkerton  very  juHtly  remarks,  California  being 
so  isolated  and  removed  from  the  influence  of  competition 
can  very  well  afl'ord  to  take  the  necessary  steps,  in  her 
State  institution,  at  least,  as  shall  eventuate  in  a  decided 
advance  in  this  direction  ;  and  suggests  wisely  that  one 
powerful  lever  would  be  the  endowing  by  tbe  State  of  the 
Medical  School,  thm  placing  the  faculty  beyond  the  influ- 
ence of  temptation  to  increase  the  number  of  its  classes  to 
the  end  uf  increasing  their  individual  income.  Time,  how- 
^^ft  ever,  does  not  permit  us  to  discuss  this  and  many  other 
^^^  points  of  a  like  cfiaract^r  in  the  excellent  address  of  Dr. 
ft  Pinkerton,  but  they  will  receive  our  attention  hereafter. 

^^       irn 


The  pressure  upon  our  pages  of  original  matter  this 
month  precludes  the  possibility  of  making  the  usual  **  Re- 
views and  Book  Notices/'  This  department  will  receive 
our  attention  nest  month* 


EmroktAL. 


Letter  from  Dr.  Haas. 


In  the  February  number  of  the  Lancet,  we  publisbed  a 
letter  purporting  to  come  from  M,  Haas,  No.  102  West 
Thirty-fourth  street,  New  York  city,  asking  to  purchase  a 
diploiim  from  the  University  of  California,  We  commented 
upon  tjyid  letter  and  very  plainly  stated  the  facts  as  to  the 
statUH  of  the  University^  and  handled  M.  Haas  in  the 
manner  that  our  judgment  dictated  he  should  be.  A  copy 
of  our  journal  was  mailed  to  the  nddrent*  of  the  supposed 
author  of  the  letter*  and  has  resulted  in  the  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Haas,  which  we  give  below  and  which  will 
explain  itself. 

At  the  time  of  penning  our  article  we  were  suspicious 
that  some  one  of  our  friends  (?)  had  attempted  to  either 
practice  a  joke  or  throw  a  enare,  in  the  hope  of  placing 
the  State  UotverHity  (an  institution  of  which  all  trae  Cali- 
fornians  should  be,  and  we  believe,  are  both  proud  and 
jealous)  in  a  fal^e  position,  that  a  handle  might  be  made 
through  which  tlie  fair  escutcheon  of  the  State  or  its  insti- 
tution would  be  blackened  and  the  interests  of  other  univer* 
Bitie!?,  eo  called  but  self  constituted,  furthered. 

Ignoble  as  such  a  design  would  be,  yet  worse  is  it  to  use 
the  name  (even  thoagh  misspelt)  of  an  innocent  party  to 
give  the  dastardly  attempt  the  guise  of  genuineness  and 
sincerity. 

We  honor  Dr.  Haas  for  the  manly  course  he  has  pursued 
in  at  once  entering  his  disclaimer^  and  for  the  determined 
manner  in  which  he  threatens  the  coward  who  not  only  has 
attempted  to  bring  disgrace  upon  California  and  its  insti- 
tution of  learning,  but,  in  order  to  accompliab  his  design, 
exposed  seriously  the  reputation  of  an  honest  gentleman, 
which  18  an  act  at  once  dastardly  and  cruel,  and  deserves 
the  punishment  which  the  law  provides  for  the  worse  than 
would-be  assassin  : 

102  West  34th  Steeet,  New  York. 

R,  Bbvebly  Cole,  M,D.: — Sir: — I  am  in  receipt  of 
your  valuable  journal  and  am  mortified  to  see  my  name 
(modified  and   mis-spelt)   negotiating    for    the  sale  of  a 
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*' Diploma'^  from  the  University  of  which  you  are  Dean* 
I  Lave  Dever  penned  a  line  to  you,  or  any  of  the  Faculty 
who  comprise  your  lionorabie  Board,  in  reference  (o  such 
or  any  other  matter*  Am  a  graduate  of  the  New  York 
College  of  Dentistry  (an  inatitution  of  its  kind  second  to 
none  in  the  world),  and  as  a  specialist,  am  practicing  ?uch 
in  this  city.  What  motive  prompted  the  "  monntebaiik  " 
in  writing  you  from  my  address  is  hard  for  me  to  coujec- 
tore.  Either  his  motive  was  to  cast  contumely  upon  ray 
**fair  name  "or  upon  your  **  worthy  institution,"  the  obtain- 
ing of  a  Degree  never  occurring  to  him.  Nevertheless,  I 
heartily  admire  your  indomitable  spirit  in  eodeavoriug  to 
squelch  the  sale  of  Diplomas  and  obliteraiing  these  demean- 
ing charlatans  aud  parasites,  who  all  along  have  sapped  at 
the  profession  and  endeavored  to  cast  contumely  upon  it. 
The  means  of  the  medical  press  should  streimously  oppose 
and  exterminate  all  institutions  harboring  and  offering  the 
same  for  sale.  The  etiVct  alone  frnui  this  source  would  be 
most  beneficial.  Should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  tn  '*  stumble 
upon  "  the  individual,  the  severest  penalty  of  the  law  sliall 
be  his  reward. 

Hoping  you  will  slate  in  your  valuable  journal  ray  inno- 
cence in  relation  to  the  correspondence  which  makes  rae  an 
'*  innocent  martyr,"  I  remain 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
GusTAVus  Haas,  D,D.8., 
102  West  34th  Street, 
New  York. 


California  State  Medical  Society, 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  readers  will  bear  in  raiud  the 
annual  meeting  of  this  Association  and  make  every  reason- 
able effort  to  be  present. 

The  Convention  will  be  held  in  **  Corinthian  Hall,"  in 
the  Mechanics^  Institute  Building,  Post  street,  above  Mont- 
gomery, 

We  learn  that  extensive  preparations  have  been  made 
by  the  Committee  for  the  meeting  and  entertainment  of 
our  visiting  brethren. 
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Apologetic. 


We  feel  it  incumbent  to  apologize  to  our  readers  for  the 
brevity  of  the  editorial  matter  in  this  month's  number  of 
the  Lancet, 

111  Ileal th  Tjecessitating  an  absence  from  the  city  for 
nearly  a  month  past  is  our  excuse,  which  we  hope  may  be 
satisfactory. 

In  our  next  number  we  hope  to  be  able  to  give  our  im- 
pressions of  the  several  places  of  resort  for  invalids  in  the 
southern  portions  of  the  State^  including  particularly, 
Santa  Barbara,  Sau  Luis  Ohiapo  and  Paso  de  Robles — Hot 
Springs. 


We  take  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to  the  notice  below 
of  Dr,  Atkinson,  Permanent  Secretary  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  addressed  to  secretaries  of  medical 
organizations  and  hope  that  those  interested  will  respond 
promptly: 

Secretaries  of  all  medical  organizations  that  have 
adopted  the  Code  of  Ethics  are  respectfully  requested  to 
forward  to  the  undersigned  a  complete  list  of  their  Offi- 
cers with  their  Post- Office  addresses,  and  the  number  of 
their  members  in  good  standing.  Tliis  is  the  only  guide 
for  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  in  determining  as  to 
the  reception  of  delegates* 

It  will  also  enable  the  Permanent  Secretary  to  present 
a  correct  report  of  the  Medical  organizations  in  fellowship 
with  the  Association. 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  M,  D., 
Permanent  Secretary  American  Medical  Association, 

1400  Pine  street,  Philadelphia. 


ToERB  is  a  great  difference  between  a  cunning  man  and 
a  wise  man,  not  only  in  point  of  honesty,  but  in  point  of 
ability. — Bacon. 


Legal  Reeponsibtllty  of  Oonsulting  Physicians.     215 


(OOMICUVIOATSD.] 

The  Legal  Responsibility  of  Consnlting  Physicians. 

The  case  of  Jolm  Walton  vs.  Dr*  David  Wooster^  recently 
decided  in  the  FuiirtU  District  Court  of  thia  city,  is  of 
interest  to  the  medical  profession,  as  giving  expression  to 
the  law  of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  responsibility  of 
consul  Imp:  phyaicians  and  surgeons.  Tiie  suit  was  brought 
for  $30,000  damages  for  tdh?^ed  malpractice  ;  and  the 
verdict  was  for  plaintiff  for  $1,100. 

We  give  the  substance  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
and  a  verbatim  report  of  the  instructions  of  Judge 
Morrison  to  the  jury,  as  furnished  us  by  the  official  short* 
hand  reporter  of  the  Court. 

Jolm  IL  Walton,  the  plaintiff,  20  years  of  age  j  in  good 
health  in  September^  1871,  was  kicked  by  a  horse,  caiifiing 
a  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the  tibia  at  the 
junction  of  tlio  middle  and  upper  third,  and  dislocating  the 
fibula  upwards.  He  immediately  procured  the  attendance 
and  services  of  Dr,  David  Todd,  who,  with  an  assistant, 
administered  chloroform  to  the  patient,  reduced  the  dislo- 
cation and  brought  the  leg  into  position,  retaining  it  there 
by  the  use  of  a  double-inclined  splint.  Two  days  after  the 
injury,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr,  Todd  and  consent  of  the 
patient,  Dr,  Wooster  was  called  in  to  see  the  case  and  to 
give  his  opinion.  Dr.  Wooster  examined  the  leg,  differed 
with  Dr,  Todd  in  believing  that  the  fibula  was  fractured 
as  well  as  dislocated,  but  suggesting  no  change  of  treat- 
ment. Dr.  Todd  testifies  the  limb  was  kept  in  its  proper 
position  and  at  its  proper  length  by  continuous  extension. 
The  plain tifl*  testifies  no  extension  was  ever  made.  Two 
or  three  weeks  after  the  first  visit,  Dr.  Wooster  again 
visited  the  patient  with  Dr.  Todd,  examined  the  wound 
and  consulted  with  Dr,  Todd,  and,  so  far  as  the  evidence 
goes,  suggested  no  change  of  treatment^  but  said  the  case 
Avaa  doing  finely.  At  tlie  end  of  forty  days,  Dr.  Wooster 
made  this  third  and  hist  call  uprm  the  patient,  in  company 
with  Dr.  Todd.  Tlie  patient  was  then  placed  under 
chlorofornj,  and  three  very  small  loose  fragments  of  the 
tibia  were  taken  from  the  wound;  and  the  splint  was  then 
finally  removtjd,  and  the  patient  advised  to  get  up  and  be 
out  of  doors  as  much  as  possible,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
general  health.    Before  the  portions  of  bone  were  extracted^ 
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there  wag  tin  offensive  discbarge  of  pus  cotitaiTiitig  micro* 
ecopic  particles  of  d  i  si  ij  teg  rated  bone  ;  but  iu  two  weeka 
after  the  operation  the  woiitid  was  perfectly  and  permanently 
closed.  At  this  time — eight  weeks  after  the  injur}' — the 
patient  says  his  limb  was  in  the  same  condition  it  is  now; 
an  iucli  shortened;  the  fibula  dislocated  and  riding  over  the 
head  of  the  tibia ;  and  the  foot  turning  inwards  so  n&  to 
make  a  deformity  ver)'  apparent. 

Dr.  Todd  testifies — I  do  not  think  there  was  any  short- 
ening of  tiie  leg  wlien  it  came  out  of  the  splint ;  I  think 
this  shortening  has  all  occurred  since  it  came  out  of  the 
gplint, 

Ur.  Wooster  testifies  that  he  never  called  upon  the 
patient  alone;  that  be  saw  bim  only  three  times  and  always 
in  company  with  Dr.  Todd;  tbut  he  agreed  with  Dr.  Todd 
that  the  portions  of  bone  should  be  extracted  and  acted  as 
bis  assistant  in  the  0[>eratiun;  never  madt*  any  charge  or 
claim  lor  his  services  and  never  received  compensation 
therefor  ;  thought  Dr.  Todd's  treatment  was  correct  and 
proper  under  the  circumstances;  *'If  it  had  been  my  casOt  I 
would  have  cut  off  the  leg  the  first  time  I  saw  it! 

The  Court  then  instructed  the  jury  as  follows  : 

"  The  law  mentions  three  grades  of  negligence  :  slight 
negligence,  which  is  want  of  great  care  and  diligence  ; 
ordinary  negligence,  which  is  the  want  of  ordinary  care 
and  diligence;  and  gross  negligence,  which  is  want  of  even 
slight  care  and  diligence. 

The  general  rule  is  that  a  medical  man  who  attends  for 
a  fee  is  liable  for  such  want  of  ordinary  care  and  diligence 
or  skill  upon  his  part  as  leads  to  the  injury  of  his  patient. 
To  render  him  liable,  it  is  not  enough  that  there  has  been 
a  less  degree  of  skill  than  some  other  medical  men  might 
have  shown,  or  a  less  degree  of  cure  than  he  himself  might 
have  bestowed  ;  nor  is  it  enough  that  be  himself  acknowl- 
edged some  degree  of  want  of  care  ;  there  must  be  a  want 
of  competent  and  ordinary  care  and  skill,  and  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  have  led  to  a  bad  result.  But  a  physician  or 
BorgeoQ  is  bound,  not  only  to  use  such  skill  as  he  ha§»  but 
to  have  a  reasonable  degree  of  skill. 

If  the  practitioner  frequently  informs  the  patient  of  his 
want  of  skill  or  the  patient  is  in  some  other  way  fully 
aware  of  it,  the  latter  cannot  complain  of  the  lack  of  that 
which  he  knew  did  not  exist- 

The  peculiar  nature  of  the  services  the  medical  man 
undertakes  to  render  often  makes  it  bis  duty  to  continue 
them  long  after  he  would  gladly  cease  to  do  so.    He  may, 
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no  doubt,  decline  abaoluttily  to  Uika  charge  of  a  case;  but 
having  once  begun  the  task,  he  cannot  abandon  it  as  freely. 
Even  if  his  servicea  were  gratuitous,  he  must  continue 
them  until  reasonable  time  has  been  given  to  procure  other 
attendance;  and  if  he  is  nnfe  attending  gratuitously,  he  has 
no  right  to  desert  the  patient  before  the  end  of  the  illness 
which  he  undertook  to  treat,  without  reasonable  cause. 
This  is  the  law  as  laid  down  by  Sherman  and  Redfield  on 
Negligence. 

There  are  two  questions  in  this  case  which  you  have  to 
pass  upon  and  dt^eide.  The  first  one  is  whether  Dr» 
Wooster,  the' defendant,  freatetl  the  case  professionally; 
and  if  you  Gad  tliat  fict  in  the  allirmative,  the  next  inquiry 
is,  did  he  treat  it  with  that  degree  of  skill  which  was 
required  of  him  in  his  profession  of  surgeon,  The  defendant 
relies  upon  two  grounds  of  defence.  In  the  first  place,  he 
denies  that  he  was  employed  to  treat  this  case  or  that  he 
ever  did  treat  it ;  and  in  the  second  place,  he  maintains 
that  the  treatment  of  the  case  was  proper  and  skillful. 

You  are  to  take  all  of  the  facts  and  determine  these 
questions  from  the  evidence.  If  you  believe  from  the  evi- 
dence that  Dr.  Tod(J  had  exclusive  management  and  control 
of  the  case,  he  alone  is  responsible  for  any  injury  that  was 
done  to  the  plaintiff,  if  he  was  injured  by  malpractice. 
If  you  believe  that  Dr*  Todd  and  the  defendant  were  asso- 
ciated toi^ether  in  business,  that  they  were  partners,  that 
they  shared  the  foe  and  participated  in  the  treatment  of 
this  case,  the  defendant  is  liable  for  the  acts  of  Dr.  Todd 
as  much  as  he  would  be  if  the  acts  were  his  own* 

Did  the  defendant  go  there  simply  as  a  consulting 
physician  ?  and  did  he  not  have,  at  any  time,  any  control 
or  management  of  the  case?.  You  have  heard  the  testi- 
mony upon  that  point  and  are  to  determine  from  the 
evidence  whether  or  not  he  had  at  any  time  had  the 
management  and  control  of  the  case,  or  whether  he  simply 
advised  Dr.  Todd  and  Dr,  Todd  accepted  and  acted  upon 
his  advice  or  rejected  it  and  acted  upon  his  own  advice,  at 
his  pleasure. 

In  regard  to  the  moasare  of  compensation,  if  you  find  a 
verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  it  is  proper  for  the  Court 
to  state  that  this  is  not  a  case  in  whicli  a  jury  is  aiithorizf^d 
to  allow  what  the  law  calls  vindictive  or  exemplary 
damages.  The  law  awards  such  damages  in  cases  of  this 
kind  as  will  compensate  the  party,  as  far  as  compensation 
can  be  given  by  law  for  an  injury  which  was  the  necessary 
unnatural  result  of  this  malpractice,  if  you  find  there  was 
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such.  And  in  fixing  that  compensation,  the  law  estahlish^s^ 
no  fixed  standard  hy  whirh  the  jury  can  he  governed*  It 
18  a  qiieatii^n  which  is  left  to  the  sound  judgment  and 
discretion  of  the  jury.  A  patient  is  entitled  to  receive  at 
theliundK  of  hi»  surgeon  8uch  reiisonable  skill  and  dihgence 
in  the  treatoient  of  the  case  a^  are  ordinarily  exercised  by 
well-educated  surgeons.  And  in  judging  of  the  degree  of 
skill  which  the  surgeon  should  bring  to  the  service  of  bis 
patient ^  regard  is  to  he  had  to  the  advanced  state  of  the 
prufcHsion  at  the  time. 

If  the  jury  believe  from  the  evidence  that  Dr.  Todd 
Hsked  and  obtained  tlie  consent  of  the  plaintiff  to  ctdl  in 
the  defendant  as  consulting  physician,  the  defendunt  would 
be  liable  for  las  own  acts,  if  any,  of  maltreatment,  and  if 
his  advice  luid  counsel  controlled  the  case,  he  would 
be  answerable  for  the  character  of  the  treatment. 

If  the  defendant  wus  only  a  consulting  physician  without 
rewurd,  yet  if  he  visited  the  plaintiff  and  assisted  in  the 
treatment,  he  is  liable  for  his  own  acts,  if  any,  of 
maltreat  men  t."* 

The  jury  then  retired  and  after  several  hours'  deliberation 
returned  for  further  instructions,  in  reply  to  the  question, 
"Whether  a  consulting  pln^sician  is  liable  for  any  damages 
that  may  arise  from  mal-practice,  whether  he  gets  any 
compensation  or  not?^'  To  which  the  Court  replied:  **If 
a  consulting  physician  is  called  in  and  he  assumes  the 
management  of  the  case  and  treats  the  case  negligently 
while  he  is  acting  as  such  consulting  physician,  he  being 
allowed  to  take  the  management  of  the  case  by  the 
attending  physician,  he  becomes  liable.  A  physician  or 
surgeon  attending  gratuitously  is  liable  for  gross  negligence 
only.  If  Dn  Wooster  simply  acted  as  consulting  physician 
anJ  Dr,  Todd  retained  the  managenient  and  control  of  the 
case,  Dr*  Tod<l  alone  would  be  responsible. 

Where  a  physician  receives  a  feg,  a  greater  degree  of 
care  is  required  of  him  than  in  cases  where  he  acts 
gratuitously.  Still  the  law  imposes  upon  him  certain 
duties  and  obligations,  which  he  is  obliged  to  perform, 
although  his  services  may  be  rendered  gratuitously." 

In  this  case,  the  jury  evidently  determined  that  there 
was  malpractice;  that  Dr»  Wooster  did  not  have  the  control 
of  the  case,  but  that  while  acting  as  consulting  physician 
without  pay,  he  coincided  with  the  treatment  of  Dr.  Todd| 
ae  he  stated  in  Lis  teBtlmony. 
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Remarks — As  wiii^  y)remiaed  in  onr  remarks  laf^t  month, 
the  approach  of  a  ht?ultliier  season  for  our  metropolis  ifi 
revealed  in  the  above  tuhle.  It  will  be  noticed  Hiat  the 
deaths  from  Scarhitina  have  there  declined  t'roro  81  in 
December  to  41  thii^  month  ;  and  that  although  several 
daathis  from  this  disec^tBe  liave  occurred  in  our  interior 
towns,  still,  there  appears  to  be  no  indication  of  its  atisum- 
log  a  malignant  form.  This  pra<liial  spread inf^  of  the  dis* 
ease  throughout  the  State  rather  strengthens  the  opinion 
that  it  is  prt»pagated  by  contagion — ^in  consequence  of 
being  carried  from  one  place  to  another  by  scarlatina 
patientaand  by  persons  who  are  not  themselves  affected. 
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©rigpinal  Bnmmummiinns. 

Compound  Inward  Bislocation  of  the  Ankle  Jomt— Re- 
duction—Necrosis  of  the  Articular  Extremity  of 
Tibia— Re-section— Recovery,  with  Perfect  Mobility 
of  the  Joint. 


BY  W,  S.  THORNE,  M.  D,,  BAN  JOSE,  CAL. 


June  25th,  a  farmer  living  twenty  miles  from  towu, 
whilst  endeavoring  to  restrain  a  frightened  horsey  wa« 
dragged  rapidly  down  a  steep  hilUide  by  a  rope  attached 
to  the  animal'i^  neck.  In  his  efforts  to  keep  pace  with  the 
frightened  beast,  his  right  foot  turned  inward^  thus  throw- 
iug  the  entire  weight  of  the  body  (190  pounds)  upon  the 
internal  maleolus.  In  recovering  Irom  the  immediate 
shock  of  the  fall  he  found  it  impossible  to  rise,  and  on 
examination  discovered  the  foot  turned  outward,  the  tibia 
having  pierced  the  boot-leg  and  pants,  A  gaping  wound 
au  inch  or  more  extended  transversely  across  the  joint 
through  which  the  extremity  of^the  tibia  protruded.  The 
maleolas  had  been  fractured  and  could  be  felt  benenth  the 
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integument.  The  peiiosteum  of  the  extended  bone  bad 
furtuuiitely  escaped  mucli  injury  and  aB  there  appeared  no 
great  obstacle  to  reduction,  I  determined  to  do  so  without 
excision.  Ttiis  was  accomplished,  having  previout^ly  iti- 
jected  a  strong  carbohc  acid  solution  into  the  wound.  1 
placed  the  lirnb  in  a  rudely  conBtriicted  box  filled  with 
bran,  and  secured  immobility  of  the  foot  by  adhesive 
straps.  The  following  day  the  patient  was  brought  to 
town,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  without  accident. 
The  limbjwas  allowed  to  remain  in  the  box  containing  bran, 
and  the  wound  frequently  cleansed  with  solution  of  car- 
bolic acid,  glycerine  and  water.  Exces&tive  inflammatory 
action  was  controlled  by  the  application  of  ice,  July  15tli» 
Bauer^a  wire  splint  Avas  substituted  for  the  box.  At  thi* 
time  the  aspect  of  the  limb  was  truly  discouraging.  An 
inch  of  the  tibia  exposed  at  the  wound  evinced  signs  of 
exfoliation-  The  wound  was  gaping,  oidematous  and  the 
ankle  and  leg  much  swollen,  and  ray  anxiety  was  in  no 
wise  diminished  by  a  history  of  specific  contagion,  he  hav- 
ing already  suffered  the  loss  of  the  septum  narium  and 
hard  palate  from  this  cause.  August  15th»  leg  in  mocli 
the  same  condition.  The  wound  is  open  and  suppurating 
joint  blue  and  cede  ma  tons.  Patient  hag  been  taking  thf 
bitter  tonics  with  iodide  of  potassium,  since  which  time 
the  wound  looks  a  little  better  ;  is  quite  w^cak  and  restive 
of  confinement.  August  17th,  applied  Sayres  ankle-joint 
extension  apparatuj§  so  as  to  leave  tlie  wound  covered  otdy 
by  a  valve-like  appendage  of  the  bandage  ;  put  patient  on 
crutches  and  sent  him  home  with  instructions  how  to 
cleanse  the  wound  and  dress  it.  August  29th,  general 
health  much  improved,  appearance  of  wound  about  the 
same,  large  piece  of  carious  bone  occupying  tibial  extrem 
ity.  September  18th,  under  chloroform  cut  down  upon 
and  removed  the  carious  bone.  October  5tli,  reapplied 
Sayres'  apparatus  and  let  patient  go  about.  From  this 
time  improvement  was  deelded,  the  bone  granulating 
and  the  lost  parts  being  rapidly  restored.  Passive  motion 
is   enjoined   daily;    tonics   witli    potass-iodide    contiDued* 
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November  16th,  wound  nearly  bealed;  motion  of  joint  im- 
proving; can  near  a  shoe  and  bears  a  little  weight  on  the 
foot,  December  21st,  wound  healed  and  naoveraentof  the 
joint  perfect.  Shortening  five-eights  of  an  inch;  can  w^alk 
easily  and  rapidly  without  a  cane.  Tl^e  history  of  this 
case  presents  nothing  snfiiciently  remarkahle  in  its  resulta 
or  novel  in  its  management  to  merit  an  extended  notice 
and  I  am  only  led  to  do  so  fur  t!ie  pnrpose  of  exhibiting 
the  satisfactory  termination  of  a  case  where  amputation 
was  advised  by  those  who  deemed  restoration  of  the  limb 
to  usefulness  impossible,  I  believe  that  my  failure  to  re- 
sect  the  dislocated  and  extended  tibia  delayed  recovery, 
although  the  injury  to  the  periosteum  was  inconsiderable 
and  no  great  difficulty  opposed  reduction.  The  known  sus- 
ceptibility of  synovial  membranes  to  take  on  violent 
inflammation  was  exemphfied  in  this  case,  destroying  the 
periosteum  and  resulting  in  cases  which  I  think  might 
have  been  prevented  by  re*eection  before  reduction. 


On  the  Correllation  of  Mind  and  Body  in  Certain  Dis* 

eases* 


That  much  of  the  uncertainty  and  ignorance  which,  un- 
til a  very  recent  period^  has  surrounded  the  nature  and 
obscured  the  treatment  of  that  large  class  of  diseases, 
kaow^  as  *' mental  and  nervous  ^'  aflFections,  has  been  due 
to  the  traditional  idea,  that  mind  and  body  constituted  two 
distinct  and  separate  studies  in  the  range  of  human  inves- 
tigation, cannot,  we  think,  at  present,  be  denied. 

The  fact,  however,  will  appear  the  less  strange  when  we 
consider  that  it  has  only  been,  since  modern  pathology,  by 
rapid  strides,  has  unfolded  many  of  the  hidden  secrets  of 
disease,  and  kept  pace  with  the  wonderlul  advance  of  phy- 
siology, in  drawing  the  attention  of  the  human  mindtotha 
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study  of  that  *'  head  of  the  vast  system  of  being  of  which 
man  forms  a  part,"  that  the  true  basid  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  this  large  class  of  diseases  has  been  reached. 
**  Hitherto,"  says  a  recent  writer,  "the  method  of  regard- 
ing man.  which  tradition  has  transmitted  to  us^  through 
many  centnriea,  *  was  to  cleave  him  asunder,  and  snbstitute 
the  idea  of  two  beings  for  the  reality  of  one.'*' 

In  this  forced  and  unnatural  separation  of  the  corporeal 
from  the  mental,  a  kind  of  antagonism  was  necessarily 
established,  which,  until  the  last  few  years,  has  been  kept 
constantly  wider  and  wider  apart. 

**  Having  thus  divided  our  being/'  says  the  same  writer, 
**into  two  alien  entities,  and  sought,  by  all  the  terms  of 
applf^use,  to  celebrate  the  one,  and  by  exhaosting  the  vo- 
cabulary of  reproach  to  lower  the  other,  these  two  frag- 
ments were  given  over  to  two  parties — the  body  to  the 
doctors  of  medicine,  and  the  mind  to  the  doctors  of  phi- 
losophy, who  seem  to  have  agreed  bnt  in  one  thing,  viz  : 
that  the  partition  should  be  eternal,  and  that  neither 
should  ever  intrude  upon  the  domain  of  the  other." 

It  is  chiefly,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  to  the  ad' 
vancament  of  modern  pathology  and  physiology,  that  this 
false  foundation  of  doctrine  and  enquiry  has  been  over- 
thrown, and  that  to-day  the  close  and  inseparable  relations 
and  the  inutnal  dependence  of  mind  and  body  liave  been 
fully  established  and  universally  acknowledged  by  all 
scientific  writers- 

In  bringing  about  this  momentous  result,  we  propose, 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  show  how  at  each  step  the 
science  of  medicine  has  been  advanced,  not  only  in  the 
understanding  of  hitherto  obscure  diseases,  but  in  the 
rational  treatment  of  that  large  class  to  which  we  have 
just  referred. 

The  first  important  step  made  in  this  direction  W€i8,  nn- 
questionably,  in  a  clear  understanding  of  the  physiology  of 
the  nervous  system. 

The  discovery  of  the  two  great  divisions  of  the  nervons 
system  and    the   truth  of  the  doctrine  of  reflex-action. 
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furnished  the  key  by  which  many  hitherto  hidden  secrets 
were  brought  to  lights  and  has  justly  placed  the  names  of 
Sir  Charles  Bell  and  Marshall  Hall  in  thb  front  rank  of 
benefactors  to  humanity. 

By  these  discoveries,  not  only  was  the  close  relation  of 
mental  and  corporeal  functions  established,  but  a  higher 
and  more  important  truth  was  pointed  out,  viz :  *^  the  defi- 
nite separation  of  a  large  part  of  what  had  hitherto  been  con- 
sidered as  purely  mental  actions/'  and  the  establishment 
of  "  the  distinction  between  voluntary  and  involuntary  or 
automatic  action." 

While  these  discoveries  divided  the  functions  of  the  ner- 
vous system,  and  separated  the  purely  mental,  as  **  intellec- 
tion and  volition,"  from  the  purely  mechanical,  as  * 'sensation 
and  motion/'  they  also  carried  us  still  farther,  and  proved 
that  in  order  to  accomplish  any  of  these  results^  whether 
mental  or  automatic,  there  not  only  was,  but  must  necee- 
sarily  be,  a  movement  of  more  matter  and  a  consumption  of 
materiaL 

The  reparation  of  this  loss  was  accomplished  by  a  pro- 
cess identical  in  both.  Thus,  as  Dr.  Youmans  remarks, 
**  the  braia  repair  takes  place  in  accordance  with  the 
modes  of  mental  action,  just  as  in  the  blacksmith's  arm; 
muscular  nutrition  is  commensurate  with  its  exercise  and 
augments  its  power;  so  in  every  kind  of  mental  exercise 
cerebral  nutrition  co-operates  to  raise  the  standard  of 
nervous  power." 

Here,  by  a  series  of  physiological  researches,  we  are  at 
last  taught  the  truth,  *'that  the  little  cells  are  the  agents 
of  all  that  is  commonly  called  mind;  of  all  sensations, 
thoughts  and  desires;  and  that  the  growth  and  renova- 
tion of  these  cells  are  the  most  ultimato  conditions  of  the 
intellectual  faculties  with  which  we.  are  acquainted/' — (Dr. 
Bucknill.) 

Again,  in  speaking  of  the  physiological  relations  of  mind 
and  body,  Dr.  Mandsley  remarks,  that  **  the  brain  not  only 
receives  impressions,  elaborates  material,  recalls  residua 
into  activity  without  consciousness,  but  responds  as  an 
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organ  of  organic  life,  to  the  internal  stimulous  which  it  re* 
ceives  unconsciouHl}'  irorii  the  other  orgiiua  of  the  body." 

Here  then  we  behold ^  without  going  tarther,  what  an 
immense  step,  Iiad  already  been  made,  not  only  in  the  over- 
throw of  the  doctrine  of  duality,  but  in  the  estublishment 
in  ita  stead  the  fiict  of  a  necessary  connection,  in  the  growtli 
and  development,  of  mental  and  bodily  functions." 

Modern  acientific  research,  however,  goes  still  further, 
and  points  out  a  closer  and  satill  more  important  connec- 
tion between  them.  We  allude  to  the  part  played  by 
that  life-giving  fluid — the  blood, 

We  all  know  that  for  the  healtliy  exercise  of  any  bodily 
lunction,  there  must  be  a  supply  of  healthy  blood  to  the 
organ  or  part,  in  order  that  the  process  of  reparation  may 
keep  pace  with  the  comsumption  of  material  which  the 
exercise  of  such  functions  creates,  and  that  this  supply 
mu8t  be  normal,  both  in  quantity  as  well  as  quality. 

Now,  although  this  fact  was  acknowledged  in  a  general 
way  also,  in  regard  to  the  brain  and  nervous  system,  yet 
it  was  apparently  overlooked  in  investigating  the  mental 
facultiesi  and  the  disorders  to  which  they  arc  liable;  and 
it  was  not  until  modern  physiology  demonstrated  the  re- 
sult, that  u  healthy  development  of  the  functions  of  the 
cerebral  mass  could  not  be  expected  witli  a  <Ii8ea8ed  con* 
dition  of  the  circulating  fluid,  that  the  true  pathology  of 
this  cliiss  of  diseases  was  rationally  understood. 

In  fact  we  can  no  more  expect  healthy  bile  to  be  the 
product  of  vitiated  blood,  than  a  healthy  flow  of  ideas  from 
a  brain  poisoned  by  impure  nourishment;  nay,  we  may 
safely  go  even  still  further,  and  maintain  that  in  many  of 
the  so-called  trivial  departures  from  the  normal  state — 
too  slight  almost  to  be  noticed — the  whole  character  of  the 
mental  operations  may  be  more  or  less  perverted*  Medi- 
cine, as  well  as  history,  is  full  of  instances  in  proof  of  this* 

We  need  only  cite  tlie  jaundiced  ideaa  of  a  diseased  liver 
or  obstructed  gall-bladder — the  irritable  despondency  of 
dyspepsia — the  choleric  temper  of  a  sufferer  from  goat — 
or  the  misanthropic  gloom  of  an  enlarged  spleen.     We  all 
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know  how  a  depression  of  spirits  lost  Frederick  the  Great 
an  important  battle,  antl  a  fit  of  indigestion  nearly  cost 
Napoleon  bis  crown. 

We  may  then  safely  affirm.  '*that  as  we  can  know  little 
or  nothing  of  mental  action »  except  by  studying  nervous 
action;" — so  we  can  know  little  of  mental  disorders,  with- 
out studying  those  bodily  derangements  to  which  they 
owe  their  origin,  Ttiere  is,  in  fact,  scarcely  an  organ  of 
our  body,  which  is  not  more  or  less  implicated  in  the  large 
class  of  diseases  of  which  we  are  now  speaking. 

As  we  have  just  said,  '*  even  the  caprice  of  appetite'* 
may  influence  a  man's  desh'nyj  and  an  equally  trivial  cause 
dethrone  the  seat  of  reason.  According  to  Dr.  Hammond, 
persons  have  had  their  whole  character  changed,  by  a  sud- 
den and  brief  attack  of  virtigo,  A  blow  on  the  head, 
**may  dislocate  the  memory;"  and,  the  transient  delirium 
of  a  fever  has  destroyed  conscientiousness.  —  (Dr. 
Yonmans), 

The  fact  then  may  be  considered  as  settled,  that  in  the 
changes  which  disease  and  other  causes  often  produce  in 
the  properties  of  the  bloody  are  we  to  seek  for  the  explan- 
ation of  many  of  the  mental  and  nervous  disorders  which 
have  so  long  baffled  our  skill,  and  been  the  opprobrium  of 
our  art.  It  would  carry  us  far  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
paper,  were  we  to  attempt  to  point  out,  the  influence  of  a 
variety  of  other  causes,  such  as  food  and  drink,  mode  of 
life  and  occupation,  as  they  aflfect  the  appetite,  thoughts 
and  passions,  indirectly  through  the  medium  of  the  circu- 
lation; suffice  it  to  say,  that  too  much  stress  can  scarcely 
be  laid,  upon  the  proper  study  of  those  physiological  laws 
which  govern  human  development,  and  the  investigation 
of  those  pathological  conditions  which  give  rise  to  the  vast 
majority  of  mental  and  nervous  affections. 

We  pass  now  to  the  second  and  more  practical  part  of 
our  enquiry. 

In  what  way  can  the  knowledge  of  these  facts  be  turned 
to  advantage  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  this  class? — 
We  answer,  first,  in  the  proper  hygienic  management  of 
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infancy  and  childhood.  The  development  of  a  healthy 
mental  and  physical  condition,  or  to  speak  more  exactly, 
the  evolution  of  a  healthy  ceIl*formation  is  main!}'  depend- 
ent upon  the^earlier  period  of  human  existence*  To  say 
that  this  fact  m  generally  acknowledged^  is  no  excuse  for 
the  neglect  with  which  it  is  treated  in  the  vast  majority  of 
ioBtances. 

Four-fiftlis  of  our  infant  mortality  is  due  to  errors  of 
nutrition  and  the  want  of  a  due  supply  of  pure  air  and 
exercise. 

Besides  this,  there  is  another  no  less  important  point, 
which  modern  physiology  has  established,  viz.:  that  there 
is  a  tendency  ot  nerve  power,  at  this  tender  period,  **  to 
run  in  certain  channels,"  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  these  channels  of  thought  and  sen- 
sation should  be  given  a  proper  and  healthy  direction. 

Another  important  fact,  and  oue  well  worthy  of  atten- 
tion, is  that  "brain  development  and  brain  repair  always 
corresponds  with  the  modes  of  mental  action,"  so  that  (as 
has  been  well  observed)  '*  given  associations  and  ideas 
become,  as  it  werej  patterns,  in  conformity  to  which  the 
infant  brain  is  moulded/'  Thus  we  find  that  in  infancy, 
childhood  and  youth  the  brain  generally  developes  in  con- 
formity **  to  the  order  of  the  impressions  and  ideas  which 
it  has  received." 

The  fact,  then,  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  that,  at 
this  early  period,  both  mental  and  bodily  life  "are  mani- 
festations of  one  and  the  same  organism''  growing  together, 
fluctuating  together  and  declining  together. 

A  second  practical  application  of  our  subject  is  next 
naturally  connected  with  the  training  and  education  of  our 
youth. 

The  same  facts  bold  true  iu  this  still  more  important 
period,  only  iu  a  stronger  and  more  diversified  manner. 

We  cannot  better  convey  our  convictions  on  this  point, 
than  by  quoting  the  words  of  one  who  has  thus  forcibly 
expressed  our  own  ideas  as  to  the  duties  of  every 
iustrQctoj-  of  youth  :  *'Every  teacher  should  first  understand 
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that  education  does  not  consigt  in  knowledge^  to  be 
syphoned  into  the  intellectual  receivers  of  the  fjcliool-room, 
but  the  direction  of  the  workings  of  a  mechanism  over 
which  neither  he  nor  its  owner  is  omnipotent— a  mecbanietn 
in  which  effects  follow  causes,  and  which  operates  accord- 
ing  to  law.  He  must,  therefore,  regard  each  pupil,  not  as 
a  mental  abstraction,  to  be  classed  with  other  minds,  and 
worked  b}*  one  universal  formula,  but  as  a  personal  reality 
— ii  part  of  the  order  of  nature  which  never  repeals  itself 
— a  being  with  individual  attributes  bound  inexorably  with 
within  the  limits  of  its  o%vn  organization," 

We  have  left  ourselves  but  little  space  for  the  third  and 
last  point  in  which  the  practical  bearing  of  our  subject  is 
applicable. 

We  allude  to  the  enlightenraent  which  a  clearer  under- 
standing of  the  close  relation  of  mental  and  bodily 
development  is  destined  to  throw  upon  the  treatment  of 
insanity.  To  fully  discuss  this  subject  in  all  its  bearings 
would  perhaps  fiil  a  volume — suffice  it,  therefore,  for  us 
merely  to  state,  that  a  knowledge  of  this  intimate  reaction 
and  relationship  has,  of  late  years,  done  more  for  the  cause- 
of  humanity  than  all  other  causes  put  together. 

It  is,  in  fact,  our  belief,  now  that  we  have  arrived  at  a 
proper  manner  of  investigating  mental  disorders,  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  they  will  be  stripped  of  half 
their  terrors,  and  become  no  less  curable  than  other 
nervous  diseases. 

At*  it  has  long  been  our  own  conviction  that  epilepsy^ 
chorea,  and  other  kindred  disorders^  are  the  result  of  per- 
verted functionSp  of  a  primordial  local  disturbancOi  react- 
ing upon  the  brain  and  nervous  centres,  and  as  euch  are 
strictly  curable  diseases,  why,  we  would  ask,  may  not  the 
pathology  of  insanity  be  as  w^ell  defined,  and  the  disease 
amenable  to  the  same  laws  of  rational  treatment? 

Of  one  fact  we  are  certain,  and  that  is,  in  proportion  as 
medical  men  have  studied  the  close  relation  between  men- 
tal and  bodily  functions,  in  just  euch  a  proportion  has  suc- 
cess attended  their  efforts  in  the  cure  and  alleviation  of 
mental  disorders. 
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Take,  for  instance,  even  that  worst  and  most  hopeless 
form  of  insanity,  idiocy,  which  until  within  our  own  recol- 
lection— nay,  until  within  a  yqtj  recent  date — was  con- 
sidered beyond  the  reach  of  medical  art  or  skill — do  we 
not  now  see,  that  even  he,  by  a  proper  understanding  of 
the  remote  and  proximate  causes  of  his  bodily  and  mental 
infirmity,  may  be  taught  far  more  than  even  the  most  san- 
guine imagined  to  be  possible? 

Were  nothing  else,  however,  gained  than  the  substitu- 
tion of  kindness  instead  of  severity — liberty  in  the  place 
of  confinement  and  restraint— and  amusement  and  occupa- 
tion in  the  place  of  solitude  and  idleness,  we  should  say 
that  the  study  of  the  close  correllation  of  mind  and  body, 
in  tliis  class  of  diseases,  had  already  ticcoraplished  a  great 
work. 

For  the  hurried  and  imperfect  munner  in  which  the  fore- 
going remarks  are  offered,  we  feel  that  some  apology  is 
due,  and  in  bringing  them  to  a  close  we  beg  to  own  our 
deep  obligation  to  a  recent  able  lecture  of  Professor  You- 
mans,  delivered  before  the  London  College  of  Preceptors; 
and  as  a  fitting  conclusion,  we  do  not  know  that  we  can  do 
belter  than  by  appending  the  sentiment  of  Descartes, 
which  forms  the  text  of  the  lecture  referred  to:  '*lf  it 
be  possible  to  perfect  mankind,  the  means  of  doing  so  will 
be  found  in  the  Medical  Sciences." 


Medical  Education— How  it  liooks. 


Editor  Lancet  :— The  address  of  Dr.  Pinkerton  the 
President  of  the  *' f^tate  Medical  Society,"  before  the  as- 
sembly of  that  body»  is  noticeable.  Like  the  flood  tide  it 
is  conspicuous  because  it  is  the  season  for  it  to  be  up. 
Whether  it  answered  the  expectations  of  members  of  the 
Society  or  not  does  not  appear.  Though  too  dry  to  be 
amphibious,  yet  it  reminds  one  of  Antoy's  crocodile  in 
Shakespeare. 
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Lepidtts,-^**  What  maimer  of  tliing  la  your  orooodile  ? 

Ant* — •It  iH  shaped,  sir,  like  Itaell ',  ami  it  is  as  broad  ae  it 
haa  breadth  :  it  it  juat  a8  hi^h  aa  it  ie,  and  it  movoftby  ita  own 
oralis  :  it  lives  by  that  which  nouriahiM  it :  and  the  elements 
onoe  out  of  it,  it  tranamigrates.^^ 

Many  years  ago  a  member  of  the  legal  profession  said  to 
me,  "I don't  think  medicine  can  be  called  a  science/'  I 
was  not  indignant,  but  the  remark  made  me  feel  uncom- 
fortable. The  address  of  Dr.  Pinkertoti  in  a  negative  way, 
gives  unwitting  proof  to  support  that  derogatory  opinion. 
That  this  proof  should  be  exhibited  by  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  **  State  Medical  Society,"  adds  sadness  to  the  prior 
feeling  of  discomfort.  He  seems  to  wholly  misapprehend 
the  genious  of  the  healing  art. 

If  he  does  not  turn  disease  to  commodity,  and  make  pro- 
duct the  measure  of  character,  at  all  events  his  loyal  liver 
jealously  inflames  against  empirics,  as  a  prelate's  against 
unbelief.  He  forgets  the  fact,  that  the  first  meaning  of 
empiric,  is  one  whose  knowledge  is  matured  by  trial,  ex- 
periment, experience,  observation,  and  that  the  greater 
part  of  our  proud  therapeutic  wisdom  is  empirical.  All 
we  know  of  many  choice  remedies  is  empirical.  The  most 
painstaking  physician  is  the  most  scientific  and  empirical, 
**  Science  is  but  a  higher  form  of  common  knowledge.** 

In  speaking  of  the  special  lines  of  culture  by  college  pro- 
fessors, the  "address'*  says  **he,*'  (the  professor)  '* be- 
comes an  authority,  not  merely  because  of  his  own  euc- 
cesB  as  a  practitioner,  but  because  of  his  acquaintance 
with  the  latest  and  most  approved  methods  and  theories 
which  have  been  elsewhere  suggested.*'  Here  the  Doctor 
has  tapped  a  fountain  of  error,  and  would  baptize  his  fel- 
low members  in  it.  A  Jesuit  needs  authority,  but  not  the 
man  of  science.  We  do  not  want  authority  except  with 
the  reason  why.  Surgery  and  therapeutics  should  long 
ago  have  learned  to  distrust  and  dispense  with  naked 
authority.  Individual  authority,  except  for  a  fact,  is  an 
impertinence,  and  belongs  to  oppressors,  impostors  and 
dictators.  It  is  an  offence  to  scientific  enquiry.  Give  to 
a  fact  reason  and  it  will  speak ;  multiply  it  and   it  w  ill 
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titter  knowledge.  Strip  yourself  of  fear  and  prejudice  and 
you  will  profit  by  tbat  knowledge.  We  want  truth  and 
the  proof  of  it.  Yes,  more  :  the  truth  is  not  sufficient,  we 
want  fact,  truth,  proof,  with  their  demonstration-  These 
secured  and  personal  authority  may  go  to  the  wind.  An- 
tliority  harf  done  to  our  profession  infinite  mischief.  Ohe- 
dieat  to  its  behests,  and  mimicing  the  exnraple  of  prece* 
deut,  one  doctor  after  another,  year  after  year,  gave  Oal* 
omel,  "  to  act  on  the  liver/*  and  ''  secure  hiliouH  evacua- 
tions :"  until  a  few  years  ago  John  Hugh  Ben  net,  of  Edin- 
burgh, demonstrated  that  Calomel  did  not  increase  the 
amount  or  flow  of  the  bile,  and  that  it  liad  no  action  on  the 
liver  whatever,  or  nearly  none.  It  was  easy  to  suppose 
people  had  bad  livers.  It  took  time  and  much  labor  to 
prove  doctors  used  worse  logic-  Sir  A^tly  Cooper,  by  hie 
overshadowing  authority,  seems  to  have  so  over-awed  the 
mind  of  subsequent  Surgeons,  as  to  disperse  doubt,  banish 
criticism;  and  lead  his  followers  to  copy  his  mistakes  and 
perpetuate  his  errors.  When  he  declared  dislocations  of 
the  elbow^  to  he  but  partially  out  of  joiut,  ho  was  so  ser- 
vilely copied  in  both  type  and  figure,  that  every  surgical 
text  book  in  this  country  up  to  1874,— including  Gross  and, 
Hamilton— reproduces  one  and  the  same  venerable  mis- 
take of  showing  a  dislocated  elbow  with  the  humerus  of 
the  left  arm  joined  to  the  radius  and  ulna  of  the  right  arm. 
I  do  not  say  that  Cooper  was  the  author  of  this  oversight, 
but  once  it  got  into  the  text  books,  it  has  a  long  lease  of 
authoritative  prominence  ere  it  1s  corrected.  We  want 
knowledge,  not  opinion  or  precedent.  Give  us  facts,  proofs 
and  demonstration — objects  to  reason  upon, — but  aw^ay 
with  authority. 

Note  the  following:  **  In  short,  we  may  say  that  in 
proportion  to  the  ability  with  w  hich  a  School  of  Medicine 
promotes  original  investigation  and  accumulates  the  ex- 
perience of  other  states  or  lands  ;  or  in  other  words,  in 
proportion  to  its  real  scientific  standing,  will  be  its  use- 
fulness and  power."  That's  sol  We  were  waiting  for 
the  announcement  of  this  platitude:  but  why  did  not  the 
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Doctor  add,  **  and  the  elementa  ouce  out  of  it,  it  trans- 
migrates." 

After  enquiring  if  the  nuaiber  of  '^regularly  educated 
physiciatia  are  not  less  than  in  other  countries/'  he  says; 
**Tbe  precocious  hubits  of  our  country  have,  of  course, 
been  felt  in  the  medical  profession/'  Well,  wbiit  of  it? 
What  18  wrong?  Is  chronic  tardiness  better  than  a  nim- 
ble prize?  Is  precocity  an  evil?  Is  it  to  be  blamed  and 
Bet  back?  Not  On  the  contrary,  it  is  an  intuitive  per- 
Bonal  power  of  commanding  merit.  It  is  to  be  bailed  with 
gladness.  Alexander  Hamilton  and  J.  S,  Mill  were  pre- 
cocious men* 

Of  medical  ednciition  in  Europe,  Dr.  Pinkerton  says : 
**  Not  only  are  the  essential  branches  of  medicine  to  be 
fully  nuderatood^  but  they  most  be  preceded  by  a  kno%v- 
ledge  of  the  subsidiary  science,*'  Pray,  Doctor,  what 
science  is  that — **  the  subsidiary  science"?  Where  do 
you  find  it?  Is  it  anything  like  Antony's  crocodile?  If 
8o,  medicine  can  stand  on  it  as  well  as  the  world  formerly 
did  on  the  turtle's  back,  and  without  precocious  speed, 
operate  as  well^ — "through  by  daylight."  We  might 
credit  the  Doctor  with  a  typographical  error,  remit  this 
comment,  and  suppose  hiin  to  mean  subsidiary  sciences; 
bnt  here  it  wuuld  be  needful  to  again  aj^k,  What  aref  they? 
He  cannot  mean  **  a  good  English  education,  the  principles 
of  natural  philosophy,  analytical  cbemistry,  comparative 
anatomy,  or  zoology  and  botany/'  for  "  these,''  he  declares, 
are  **  scientific  foundations  indispensable  to  profesdonal 
success."  Now,  whatever  is  a  *'  foundation,'^  is  not  a  sub' 
sidy*  A  basis  is  not  an  auxiliary;  the  matin  thing, is  not 
nil  afifiistant  Whatever  is  indispensable  to  professional 
SQCcese  cannot  be  subsidiary  to  it.  80  ha  carroot  mean 
those  departments  of  knowledge  above  named,  anij  the 
problem  of"  the  subsidiary  science"  remains  unsolvede 

Referring  to  an  imaginary  case  of  a  young  physician^ 
*'  three  years  from  the  village  school,  or  perhaps  the 
plough/*  the  author  of  the  address  says:  **  In  one  mont&, 
perhaps  in  less  time,  he  may  be  called  upon  to  diagnosticate 
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organic  lesion  in  a  case  of  life  and  death,  or  to  treat 
the  more  formidable  convulaive  disease."  This  language 
must  be  discouraging  to  a  young  M.  D.  Young  or  old,  he 
must  see  in  it  tlie  resemblance  to  an  Irishman's  bull,  who 
patiietically  asserts  his  cup  of  misery  has  been  overfiowing 
for  3^ ears,  and  now  he  finds  it  is  not  yet  full.  Can  a  con- 
vulsive disease  be  anything  more  or  worse  than  a  case  of 
**  life  and  death/'  particularly  the  latter?  Query  :  What 
disease  is  that,  **  the  more  formidable  convulsive  disease  "? 
If  it  is  really  more  fearful  than  **  life  and  death,"  it  is  bad 
enough.  Where  there  are  two  or  more  ways  of  looking  at 
a  thing,  amenity  prompts  to  say  the  best  thing  of  another 
we  can,  consistent  with  duty  and  veracity*  So,  after 
all,  we  can  see  the  Doctor  may  be  quite  right  about  **  the 
formidable  convulsive  disease "  being  worse  than  '*  the 
organic  lesion  in  a  case  of  life  and  death,"  fur  this  reason  : 
we  know  convulsive  is  derived  from  tw^o  Latin  roots  con 
and  veHere — *'to  pluck,  pull.''  Therefore^  he  must  mean  a 
disease  that  plucks  the  life  away,  aud  then  gives  death  a 
pulL 
Oakland,  April,  1874-  A.  S.  Hudson,  M.  D, 


Case  of  C.  C.  Crosby,  Indicted  for  Murder  at  Camp 
Halleck,  Elko  County.  Nevada— Important  Testi- 
mony of  Doctor  J.  W.  Fox,  of  Elko,  Nevada. 


State  of  Nevada  t^^,  C.  C.  Crosby. 

Dr,  J,  W.  Fox — Called  as  expert  and  testifies  as  follows 
in  answer  to  questions:  I  am  physician  and  surgeon;  have 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  ray  profession  for  the 
period  of  twenty-six  years  ;  have  had  couaiderable  ex- 
perience in  the  treatment  of  insane  ;  have  had  quite  a 
number  of  cases  of  insanity  under  my  charge.  Insanity  ia 
divided  differently  by  different  authors,  and  sub-divided 
by  others.    The  modern  writers  on  insanity  doubt  the 
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propriety  of  any  division.  The  usual  divisions  are : 
mania^  mono-mania,  idiocy  and  melancholy, 

Qnestian — How  would  you  define  insanity  ? 

Anstver — Insanity  is  a  loss  of  control  of  the  will  over  the 
mental  faculties  or  irapnlaes, — intellectual,  emotional  or 
sensual. 

Question — Does  the  lieritage  which  a  man  has  from  his 
parents  often  give  rise  to  a  predisposition  to  mental 
derangement  ? 

Answei' — Yes. 

Question — Is  this  hereditary  predisposition  ever  recog- 
nizable in  the  patient  through  any  peculiarity  of  tempera- 
ment ? 

Anmver — Yes ;  some  persons  have  what  is  called  the 
insane  temperament — a  certain  neurosis  easily  prone  to 
suddenly  develop  into  actual  disease. 

Question — Is  this  hereditary  predisposition  confined  to 
any  particular  degree  of  insanity  ? 

Anawm' — No  ;  it  may  be  of  any  degree  so  as  on  the  one 
hand  to  be  roused  into  violent  action  through  exciting 
causes,  or  on  the  other  hand  of  itself  to  give  rise  to  in- 
sanity, even  in  the  midst  of  the  most  favorable  circum* 
stances. 

Qiteation — Do  you  recognize  in  the  defendant,  Mr- 
Crosby,  any  such  indications  by  his  temperament  and  ex* 
preseion  of  his  countenance? 

Answer — I  do. 

Question — What  is  an  insane  temperament,  and  in  what 
manner  does  it  usually  manifest  itself? 

Answer — The  subject  of  such  a  temperament  feels  im- 
pressed in  a  way  which  other  people  do  not  feel,  are  dis- 
posed to  sudden  impulses,  passions,  strange  feelings  to 
whimsical  thoughts  and  eccentricities  of  action,  and  carry 
in  their  countenance  and  bearing  the  marks  of  their  un- 
fortunate heritage.  They  have  what  is  called  the  "  Dia- 
thesis Spasmodica" — an  irritable  weakness  of  the  nervous 
constitution  in  which  if  there  be  not  at  ordinary  times 
positive  disease,  there  is,  nevertheless,  a   well  prepared 
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ground  of  dheam  wliich,  under  trying  circumstance^, 
deprives  the  patient  of  liis  self-control,  and  if  it  involves 
the  passions,  he  becomes  for  the  moment  the  mere  crenture 
of  animal  impulses  ;  the  abnormal  or  diseas^ed  elements 
are  roused  into  temponiry  jictivity,  and  the  person  is  as 
far  from  the  dominion  of  reason  as  the  t^ubject  of  nn- 
qneetionable  mania. 

Question — As  a  criterion  of  insanity,  is  it  necessary  that 
there  should  exist  any  delusion  or  hallucination  ? 

Ansicer — No.  To  require  which  would  be  to  ignore 
home  of  the  gravest  and  ni08t  dangerous  forms  of  mental 
diseases. 

Question — Explain  tViis,  if  you  plea.«e. 

Answer — Because  it  is  througli  tlie  feeling  and  emotions 
that  the  genuine  nature  of  the  individual  ia  revealed.  It 
is  from  their  depth  that  the  impulse  to  avert  actions  come, 
while  the  intellect  guides  and  controb.  The  moral  feeling 
being  the  highest  acquisition  of  human  culture,  its  loss, 
Lenco,  is  one  of  the  earliest  effects  of  degeneration. 

Question — ^If  a  person  in  good  position,  possessed  of 
refined  feeling  that  belong  to  a  certain  social  state,  does 
after  a  cause  known  to  be  capable  of  producing  insanity  in 
u  temperament  such  as  you  have  described,  undergoes  a 
great  change  of  character,  lose  all  good  feelings,  become 
vicious  and  brutally  perverse,  would  it  be  possible  not  to 
see  the  eflfect  of  disease  ? 

Answer — ^Yes,  it  wouhl  be  impossible;  it  is  alwaya 
necessary  to  consider  the  social  condition  of  any  one  sus- 
pected of  insanity  inasmuch  as  it  is  through  the  loss  t»f 
that  social  feeling  by  reason  uf  disease  that  the  alienation 
essentially  consists. 

Question — Suppose  a  person  of  a  temperament  such  as 
you  have  described,  coupled  with  an  hereditary  predispo- 
sition to  insanity,  and  at  a  time  when  his  general  health 
was  deranj;ed  and  his  nervous  system  upset  tli  rough  the 
influence  of  some  deleterious  drug,  were  to  indulge  in  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits,  would  it  be  likely  or  unlikely  to 
bring  on  an  attack  of  temporary  insanity  ? 
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'^ijumaer^-^es;  acute  mania  is  often  suddenly  developed 
in  subjects  possessed  with  some  hereditary  predisposition 
to  insanity  after  partaking  of  somo  stimulant  and  most 
commonly  with  active  maiiiacal  delirium  of  a  violent  kind, 
and  frequently  displayed  in  a  marked  tendency  to  homici- 
dal act.  This  may  be  and  often  is  the  case  when  but  a 
small  qoantity  of  such  stimulants  has  been  taken* 

Question — Would  the  fact  of  the  defendant's  having  taken 
ten  grains  of  quinine  a  few  hours  previously  be  likely  to 
increase  this  tendency  ? 

Answer — Yes;  there  are  certain  conditions  under  which 
a  dose  of  that  size  might  produce  delirium  in  a  healthy 
subject,  conditions  which  will  not  tolerate  even  a  much 
smaller  do8e,w^ithout  producing  great  cerebral  disturbance. 

Question — Upon  hearing  all  the  testimony  in  this  case, 
coupled  with  your  own  observations  of  the  defendant  while 
in  the  capacity  of  his  physician,  do  you  believe  that  at 
the  time  the  alleged  homicide  was  committed  he  was  or 
was  not  K'lboring  under  temporary  insanity  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  him  morally  irresponsible  7 

Ariswer — I  unhesitatingly  give  it  as  my  firm  conviction, 
that  he  has  not  now  nor  any  time  since  the  occurrence  any 
recollection  as  to  what  took  place  and  that  he  is  not  mor- 
ally responsible  for  any  act  committed  at  the  time. 

This  closes  the  direct  examination  of  witness,  while  the 
following  was  elicited  by  cross-examination,  on  the  part  of 
prosecuting  attorney. 

The  questions  put  to  which  the  following  answers  were 
given  were  not  recorded. 

Mania  expresses  a  state  of  the  raind  characterized  by 
violent^  delirium  and  often  accompanied  with  unnatural 
physical  strength,  brutal,  ungovernable  will  having  lost 
all  self-control  and  reason,  and  frequently  when  recoveriug 
from  such  paroxysms,  they  have  do  recollection  whatever 
of  any  acts  which  they  committed.  The  countenances,  so 
fer  as  color  is  concerned,  are  different,  some  having  a 
flushed  face,  features  swollen,  while  in  others  there  is  a 
deathlike    pallor   with  the    eyes    protruding   from   their 
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iockets,  pupils  dilated,  a  glos&y  sparkle  of  the  eye;  tlteir 
whole  countenance  and  expression  is  changed.  A  princi- 
ple well  recognized  is  that  hereditary  predi.spofiitions  to 
iiiBariity  are  frequently  transmitted  from  parent  to  cln'UK 
Tln&  predisposition  may  remain  dormant  to  mij  period  of 
life,  and  may  he  suddenly  devehiped  by  some  powerful 
emotion,  sudden  sliock,  di^appnintiuent,  reverse  of  fortune 
or  violent  anger*  Sickness  at  all  times  in  such  eases  in* 
creases  the  susceptibility  in  pruportiun  to  the  physical 
derangement  by  reason  of  niich  sickness. 

A  loss  of  intellect  does  by  no  means  neceBsarily  accom- 
pany mania,  on  the  contrary,  n  large  number  so  afflicted 
exercise  a  degree  of  intellectual  cunning  and  shrewdness 
in  all  of  their  actions,  greater  than  in  their  normal  condi- 
tion, answering  intelligibly  on  many  subjects,  frcr|nently 
on  all  subjoctR,  as  though  they  were  not  sudering  from  any 
attack  of  mania. 

Delusion  of  the  mind  may  be  considered  an  advanced 
stage  of  insanity.  The  defendant  was  afllicted  with  Spas- 
modic Mania,  at  the  time  of  the  homicide. 

Insanity  is  a  loss  of  control  of  the  will  over  the  mental 
faculties  or  impulses.  Insanity  is  not  a  loss  of  the  mind, 
not  necessarily  so,  insanity  may  or  may  not  be  atte»ided 
with  loss  of  physical  health.  Insanity  is  an  alienation  of 
the  mind  or  derangement  of  the  mental  facnlties^  or  im- 
pulses, it  does  not  necessarily  remove  from  the  mind  the 
power  of  thinking. 

I  have  examined  a  work  on  Insanity,  called  "  Bricknelt 
on  Lunacy/^  I  believe  it  is  recognized  as  a  standard  work* 

It  is  not  a  fact  that  it  is  established  by  many  physicians 
that  all  persons  are  crazy.  I  am  aware  that  there  are  some 
writers  who  claim  that  the  whole  human  race  are  n>ore  or 
less  insane,  but  I  claim  that  it  only  applies  to  those  of 
the  minority,  having  a  large  derangement  of  the  brain, 
while  the  majority  are  guiltless  of  any  such  charge  for  the 
reason  that  such  conditions  **  pre-sup^>oses  brains/' — Ray's 
work  on  Insanity,  is  considered  good  authority. 

I  consider  Transitory  Mania  the  same  as  Spasmodic 
Mania* 
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Hereditary  IrisHuity  may  assume  any  form  and  aiiy  de- 
gree of  violence.  It  is  not  a  fact  tbat  the  intiaoity  of  the 
descendant  should  be  the  same  kind  as  the  insanity  of  the 
ancestor.  It  is  not  laid  down  in  medical  works  that  the 
insanity  of  the  descendant  must  be  of  the  same  kind  as  the 
insanity  of  the  aticestor,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  de- 
scendant does  not  wliolly  partake  of  all  of  the  develop- 
ments and  tem[>erameut  uf  either  of  his  parents,  but  that 
there  is  a  blending  of  the  other  parent,  in  the  formation 
and  structure  of  the  descendant,  and  hence  partaking  of 
both,  by  reason  of  which,  the  form,  and  degree  of  insanity 
will  be  proportionately  dilferent. 

Qtieslion — I  ask  yon  if  you  predicate  the  insanity  of  the 
persou  upK>n  the  insanity  of  his  ancestors;  how  can  you 
account  for  the  diflference  in  the  nature  of  the  insanity  of 
the  two  persons? 

Ansimi'—By  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  structure  of  the 
brain^  its  prepoodorautt  its  physiological  action,  his  tem- 
perament and  the  whole  character  of  the  individual  by.  rea- 
son of  said  blending,  is  more  or  less  dilferent.  Although 
the  germ  of  the  one  parent  transmitted  to  the  offspring 
being  identically  the  8ame,  yet  when  insanity  is  once  de* 
veloped,  it  must  !iecessarily  assume  a  form  and  character* 
istic  phase  in  perfect  harmony  with  his  mental  structure, 
differing  proportionally  as  the  diflerence  of  the  parents 
and  child, 

1  do  not  remember  just  when  I  took  charge  of  the  de* 
fendant.  Ho  remained  under  my  charge  about  four  days. 
He  liad  a  severe  contusion  over  one  of  his  eyes,  which 
assumed  an  Erysipelatous  character,  emliracing  one  side  of 
the  face,  the  wound  vyas  very  mucli  inflamed.  It  is  im- 
possible to  say  whetlier  the  inflammation  would  mnke  the 
defendant  delirious  or  not,  or  what  effect  the  wound  may 
have  on  the  brain^  but  as  a  rule  in  practice  by  discovering 
there  ia  no  fracture  of  the  skull  nor  any  concussions  follow- 
ing the  blow,  such  as  to  produce  insensibility,  and  stupor, 
it  is  generally  taken  for  granted  that  the  brain  has  received 
no  material  injury.    Erysipelas  is  liable  to  produce  delirium 
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if  it  were  to  extend  to  the  substance  of  the  brain>  or  its 
membranous  cov^erings,  but  not  otherwise,  it  did  not  so  ex- 
tend in  this  case,  since  it  was  everted  in  its  incipiency. 
Defendant  did  not  exhibit  any  signs  of  dt_dirinm  while 
under  my  charge;  he  was  rational  all  the  time»  in  the  or- 
dinary acceptation  of  the  term*  I  have  consulted  with  the 
defendant  from  tlmt  time  to  the  present,  and  prescribing 
medicines,  I  hfivu  never  seen  defendant  irrational.  I  don't 
think  defendant  unsafe  to  be  at  large,  If  he  remains  sur- 
rounded by  pleasant  and  congenial  inflwences  freed  from 
care  und  anxiety,  and  especially  excitement,  ho  will  he  en- 
tirely safe.  I  discovered  a  much  better  state  of  the  physi- 
cal condition,  and  his  mind  propoFtionately  improved  than 
when  he  first  came  under  my  charge.  The  state  of  his 
mind  depends  on  his  physical  conditioii»  partially,  but  not 
wholly,  it  depends  more  on  his  being  free  from  excitement. 
I  have  met  defendant  several  times  before  he  was  under 
my  charge,  was  once  his  guest  at  Camp  Halleck;  I  was 
with  him  there  one  night  and  part  of  the  day;  it  was  the 
first  and  most  considerable  acquaintance  I  had  with  him 
till  the  time  he  came  under  my  charge. 

My  conclusions  are  not  arrived  at^  almost  entirely  by  the 
testimony  I  have  heard.  I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any 
authors  who  have  classified  Intellectual  lasuuity. 

I  stated  that  insanity  could  exist  without  hallucination 
and  also  witliout  delusion.  Tlie  indications  of  mania  are 
characterized  by  dehrium  of  a  violent  kind,  frequently  dis- 
played by  strong  propensities  to  homicidal  acts;  it  may  bo 
permanent  or  transitory.  I  consider  the  insanity  of  de- 
fendant spasmodic  or  transitory. 

Spasmodic  Mania  may  continue  for  ten  minutes  or  a» 
many  hours. 

Monomania  is  insanity  upon  one  or  a  limited  number  of 
subjects.  It  is  possible  as  well  as  probable  that,  one  of  the 
principal  faculties  could  be  deranged  without  deranging 
the  rest.  It  is  possible  that  all  the  perceptive  powers 
might  become  impaired  without  injury  to  the  reasoning 
powers,  while  the  reasoning  powers  being  intact,  and  the 
perceptives  destroyed. 
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The  stand-point  of  reason  from  which  to  build   ix  siiper- 
etructare  would  be  different  from  the  normal  state. 

December  Term,   1873,    Twelfth   District  Court,    Elko 
County,  Nevada.  J*  H*  Flack, 

Presiding. 

N.  C.  Green,  Clerk;  J.  H.  Rand,  Prosecuting  Attorney; 
F.  M.  Smith,  Attorney  for  Deleudant. 


Death  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Donaldson,  of  Sacramento. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Ssieramento  Society  for  Medical  Im* 
provement,  held  April  10th,  the  following  report  was 
adopted,  and  ordered  printed  : 

Mi\  President:- — ^The  Committee  appointed  to  report  upon 
the  occasion  of  tlie  death  of  one  of  our  number,  Dr.  A.  C. 
Donaldson,  respectfully  recommend  that  the  ffdlowlug 
minute  bo  entered  ou  tlie  records  of  the  Society,  and  a 
copy  thereof  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  to  the  family 
of  deceased  : 

The  painful  annnuncement  has  been  made  tliat  under  the 
mysteriouH  dispensation  of  an  over-ruling  Providence,  our 
esteemed  frie?id  and  associate,  Dr.  A.  C.  Donaldson,  has 
been  suddenly  taken  frnni  our  mid^^t,  strickeu  down  in  the 
maturity  of  years,  yet  seemingly  in  enjoyment  of  perfect 
health.  A  worthy  citizen,  a  [ihysiciun  of  ripe  experience 
and  strict  integrity^  a  gentleniau  of  (jute  and  irreproach- 
able character,  and  an  exemplary  christian,  his  death  will 
be  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends,  an<l  leave  a  void 
in  the  hearts  of  those  whn  knew  and  loved  him  best,  and 
around  the  fanxily  altar,  which  cannot  be  filled ♦  Though 
unable  by  reason  of  his  a^e  to  attend  regularly  the  meet- 
ings of  this  Society,  his  heart  was  witli  us  in  the  work. 
He  had  lived  long  enough  among  us  to  gain  our  respect 
for  his  gentleness  of  dispMsitinn.  his  kinddieartedness,  his 
genuine  sincerity,  his'strict  devotion  to  duty,  aud  won  our 
esteem  and  admiration  as  a  true  and  faithful  exponent  of 
the  benevolent  principles  of  the  prolession*  These  traits 
— ^gentleness,  sincerity,  kindness,  and  a  conscientious  ob- 
servance of  what  ho  conceived  t^>  be  right — were  promi- 
nent in  his  character,  distinguishing  him  in  his  social  re- 
latians  and  endearing  him  to  all  who  knew  him. 
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While  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  members  of  his 
family  in  this  their  sad  bereavement,  let  our  consolation 
and  theirs  be  in  the  reflection  that  he  has  now  **  ceased 
from  his  labors/' 

F.  W.  Hatch,  M.  D. 

T.  M.  Logan,  M.  D. 

Gerrard  G.  Tyrrell,  M.  D. 


Obituary, 


BY  DR.  HA8WELL. 


Grentletnen  of  the  Sacramento  Society  for  Medical  Im- 
provement:— Death  has  entered  our  ranks  and  Dr.  A.  C. 
Donaldson  is  no  longer  among  us.  You  have  made  it  my 
painful  duty,  because  of  the  acquaintance  of  many  year's 
standing  which  existed  between  the  deceased  and  myself, 
of  calling  your  attention  to  the  bereavement  and  of  con- 
tributing an  obituary  to  be  placed  upon  our  records — a 
tribute  to  his  worth  and  of  our  appreciation  of  the  noble 
qualities  of  his  mind  and  heart,  as  also  his  professional 
standing. 

Alexander  Crawford  Donaldson  was  born  in  Danville, 
Penn.,  February  1st,  1801;  and  died  in  Sacramento,  March 
22d,  1874,  at  the  ripe  age  of  more  than  three  score  and 
ten  years.  He  pursued  a  literary  course  of  studies  in 
Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Penn.,  and  graduated  as 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1824.  Soon  afterwards  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine,  and  graduated  from  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  a  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
in  1827. 

His  first  field  of  practice  was  in  Lancaster,  Penn.  From 
thence  he  moved  to  his  native  town  of  Danville  and  con- 
tinued to  practice  his  profession  until  the  year  1834,  when 
he  married  Phoebe  Haight  Butler,  daughter  of  Lord  But- 
ler, and  granddaughter  of  Col.  Zebulon  Butler. 

Soon  after  his  marriage.  Dr.  Donaldson  removed  to 
Davenport,  Iowa,  and  from  thence  to  Galena,  111.,  where 
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he  continued  to  reside  nntil  the  year  1845,  when  he 
removed  to  St.  Luuis,  Mo.,  where  he  was  in  active  practice 
initil  lie  started  aerost*  the  pluiim  fur  California  in  1852. 
Dr.  Donaldson  waa  Hinong  the  few  physicians  whu 
remained  in  St.  Louis  during  the  fearfnl  cholera  pestilence 
of  1849.     His  wife  was  among  the  victims. 

He  arrived  in  California  in  the  Fall  of  1852,  and 
returnefl  to  his  home  in  8f,  Loni*^  the  same  year  by  the 
Nicaragua  route.  In  1853  lie  re-crossed  the  plains  with 
his  family  and  settled  in  San  Francisco,  vvhere  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1856,  when  he  removed  to  Folaom: 
and  from  thence  to  Sacramento  in  1869,  as  Physician  and 
Surgeon  to  the  Connty  Hospital — a  poj<ition  held  hy  him 
until  the  Spring  of  1872,  when  he  retired  from  active 
practice,  and  in  the  bo«oni  of  a  daughter's  family  he  rested 
in  peace — 

**  Which  nothing  earthly  gives,  or  oan  deetroy  — 
The  HOul*a  calm  sunahine,  and  the  heartfelt  joy." 

And  passed  off  the  j^hore^  of  Time  suddenly  and  peacefully, 
surrounded  by  thnse  hn  Itjved,  leaving  two  children — a 
daughter,  wife  ot  A.  C.  Call  in,  Esq.,  and  a  son,  Z,  Butler 
Donaldson,  now  in  Mexic(» — lf»  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind 
father. 

Forty-eight  years  of  actnal  praclice  in  tlie  profession  of 
medicine,  gave  to  Dr.  Donaid.<on  a  rich  experience,  fruit- 
ful in  reminiscences,  and  furnished  opportunities  of  rare 
allntment  to  man  to  compare  theories,  to  note  changes  in 
diseases  and  in  practice,  and  to  mark  the  advance  in 
meilical  science.  It  gave  to  him  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends,  both  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  as  the  heritage 
of  a  high  minded,  well  qualified  and  genial  Cliristian  gen- 
tleman. 

Dr,  Douald:;<on  is  no  more  :  his  w^eary  body  reposes  in 
the  '*  City  of  the  Dead,^'  but  his  ^iruHncijiated  soul,  w^e 
trust,  reposes  in  the  ''bosom  of  its  Father  arjd  iis  Gud." 

Those  W'ho  shared  his  acquaintance  will  bear  me  testi- 
mony to  his  goodness  of  heart,  his  nobleness  of  mind,  Ins 
upright  life,  his  generous  impulses,  his  faithful  discharge 
of  duty,  and  hie  gentlemanly  courtesy  to  all. 
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A  kind  fatLer,  good  man,  and  faitLful  physician,  we  bid 
thee  an  aflfectionate  farewell  I     With  liiin,* 

**  Life's  laboc*a  done. 
Serenely  to  his  final  rent  he  passed, 
While  the  soft  memories  of  Kin  virtues  yet 
Lintjer^  like  twilight  hues  when  the  bright  eunhaa  set." 


Sltrg:enj:* 

Treatment  of  Fistula  in  Ano  by  the  Elastic  Ligature. 


bv  w,  stokes,  f.  r.  c  s.,    professor  of  surgery  royal 
colle<;e  of  suuueons,  Ireland* 


As?  the  substitution  of  the  elastic  ligature  for  the  knife  in 
many  fiiirgiciil  operations,  a  method  recommended  ori^^inally 
by  Sign  or  Silvestri.  of  Vicetjza,  and  recently  adojited  and 
strongly  advocated  by  Professor  Ditteh  of  Vienna,  is  now 
largely  engaging  the  attention  of  the  surgical  iirofesdion 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  a  few  particulars  of  the  case  of 
fistula  in  ano,  recently  ofierated  on  by  me  in  the  Richmond 
Surgical  Hospital  by  this  method,  will  probably  be  read 
with  interest. 

William  M.,  let.  48,  a  strung,  musculur  rnan,  of  irritable 
temper  and  intemperate  habits,  was  admitted  into  my  wards 
ID  the  Richmond  Hospital,  on  December  lOth,  1873,  suffer- 
ing from  fistula  in  ano.  Six  years  previousl^^  he  suffered 
from  an  abeicess  at  the  left  side  of  tlie  anus,  which  was 
opened  while  be  was  iii  Wbitworth  Hospital,  under  treat- 
metit  for  an  attack  of  delirium  tremens*  No  fistula  resulted 
from  this  opening.  Two  yearg  subsequently  he  sntTered 
again  from  an  abscess  in  this  situation,  and  in  September, 
1863,  another  abscess  formed,  which  burst  and  a  blind  ex- 
ternal fistula  resulted. 

On  examination  shortly  after  bia  admission  into  the  boa* 
pital,  I  percGi%^ed  the  external  opening  of  the  fistula,  situ- 
ated at  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter  to  the  left  side  of  the 
auus.  On  introducing  a  director  in  the  fistula,  I  found 
that  it  piissed  upwards  and  inwards  to  an  unusual  height, 
and  also  that  it  was  inoomplete*     In  coasequeoce  therefore 
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of  the  great  length  of  the  fistula,  an  J  the  tliatance  of  the 
external  orifice  from  the  anus*  I  considered  it  a  suiiiible 
CHse  for  treatment  by  the  elnstic  ligature,  as  hy  the  ordi- 
_  nary  operation,  owing  to  the  anionnt  of  tis&uos  which 
wowld  have  had  to  be  divided  by  the  knife,  the  hiemorrliiitre 
would  probably  have  been  very  excessive  and  difficult  to 
control.  Tliis,  considering  the  patient's  habits  and  consti- 
tution, would  have  been  a  matter  of  sorions  coneequence* 

I  first  cona[(leted  the  fistula  hy  Blandin^s  bistoury,  and 
then  I  pa.ssed  a  long  probe,  artaed  with  a  double  elastic 
ligature,  througli  the  H.-^tula.  Owing  to  its  great  height,  I 
had  considerable  difficuity  in  detaching  the  ligature  from 
the  probe  in  the  rectum;  but  thia  I  eventufilly  succeeded 
in  doing,  and  drawing  out  the  loop  through  the  auus  I 
removed  the  probe,  thus  leaving  the  two  free  ends  of  the  lig- 
ature throfigh  the  orifice  of  the  fistula.  I  tlien  put  the  dou- 
ble ligature  tightly  on  the  stretch  and  fastened  it  securely. 
This  hitter  procedure  was  accompanied  by  a  considerable 
amount  of  pain,  which  continued  for  about  an  hour  subse- 
quent to  the  operatiou.  A  morphine  suppository  then  ad- 
ministered,  however,  effect ually  relieved  the  pain. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day  after  the  ligature  was 
applied  it  came  away,  the  patient  not  having  lo«t  during 
tne  entire  proceeding  a  single  drop  of  blood.  The  parts 
divided  by  the  ligature  united  with  remarkable  rapidity, 
tmd  receutly  the  patient  returned  home  in  excellent  health 
and  spirtB, 

The  impression  produced  in  my  mind  b}^  the  result  ob* 
tained  in  thiscaee  has  been  most  favorable,  the  case  being  one 
which,  owing  to  the  peculiar  habits  and  constitution  of  the 
patient  and  the  great  height  of  the  fistula,  most  surgeons 
would  have  hesitated  or  declined  operating  on  by  the  ordi- 
nary method  of  division  of  the  sphincter. 

Although  I  entertain  grave  doubts  as  to  the  alleged  im- 
munity from  the  occurrence  of  pyaemia,  which  Professor 
Dittel  claims  for  this  u»ethod,  I  am  confident  it  will  be  in 
many  itistances,  preferred  by  operating  surgeons  to  cut- 
ling  instruments,  "  when/*  as  Professor  Dittel  observes, 
**  he  ha*^  to  undertake  operations  in  cavities  and  canals 
which  are  out  of  sight,  or  which  are  so  narrow  that  it  is 
extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  use  cutting  instru- 
ments within  them,  or  when  he  feels  certain  whether  he 
may  be  able  to  tie  the  bleeding  vessel  (as  in  anal  fisttilee 
situated  high  up).  In  other  cases  he  will  desire  to  avoid 
haemorrhage  and  the  formation  of  large  wounds  in  cliildren 
or  in  old  persona, — Medvxd  PresH  and  Circnh7\ 
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Hestraint  of  HaBmorrhage  dtiring  Operations  in    thd 

Month. 


BY   E.    ANDUEWS,   M.  D.,  PROFESSOR  OF  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRAC- 
TICE   OF   SURGERY   IN    CHICAGO    MEDICAL    COLLEGE. 


Some  operations  of  the  iDOutli,  particularly  stapliylo- 
raphy  and  uranoplasty,  are  greatly  embarrassed  and  very 
much  praloD^ed  by  the  following  circumatances  : 

1*  The  operator  and  the  aiiaesthetiz.er  cannot  both  work 
at  the  same  time,  so  that  they  are  obliged  to  alternate — 
the  operator  ceasing  his  work  whenever  the  patient  begins 
to  awake,  in  order  that  the  anBBStliesia  may  be  renewed. 

2,  These  operations,  considering  the  small  amount  of 
tissue  cut,  are  very  bloody^  compefling  frequent  cessation 
of  work,  to  arrest  the  haemorrhage  and  clear  away  the  blood. 

It  follows  that  very  often  between  the  suppression  of 
haemorrhage,  the  clearing  out  of  blood  and  mucus,  and  the 
repeated  Te*ana?8thetizing,  the  surgeoii  gets  a  vexatiously 
small  proportion  of  the  time  in  which  he  can  use  his  in* 
struraents. 

The  following  successful  experiment^  to  obviate  these 
difficulties,  was  performed  at  the  suggestions  of  my  friend 
Dr.  Ira  Manly,  of  Markezan,  Wis, 

The  patient  being  first  etherized  in  the  ordinary  way, 
the  mouth  was  held  well  open,  by  an  instrument  which  I 
devised  some  years  ago  for  this  purpose,  and  have  used 
ever  since  with  excellent  results.  The  paper  cone  and 
towel  with  which  the  etherization  was  first  accomplished, 
was  now  laid  aside,  and  Dr.  Manly,  taking  an  ether  spray 
apparatus  in  his  hands  (such  as  is  used  for  local  ansesthe- 
sia  by  freezing),  directed  the  spray  upon  the  roof  of  the 
mouth;  but  not  with  such  intensity  as  to  produce  freezing. 
The  cold  thus  produced  contracted  the  vessels,  so  that  I 
was  able  to  perform  uranoplasty  with  comparative  little 
delay  from  hfemorrhage,  or  accumulation  of  mucus.  At 
the  same  time,  the  patient  was  constantly  inhaling  the  va- 
por of  the  spray,  so  that  the  aniesthesia  was  steadily  main- 
tained without  interrupting  my  operative  procedures.  The 
result  of  this  method  was  so  admirable,  that  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  its  great  advant^es, 
— Medical  Examiner. 


Waste  not  a  moment  of  time. 
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Modification  of  PirogoflTs  Operation. 

Prof.  William  Pirrie»  of  Aberdeen,  describes  as  follow?, 
in  his  late  work  on  surgery,  his  own  modification  of  Piro- 
goflf's  operation : 

**  The  surgeon,  standing  on  the  left  side  of  his  patient, 
with  the  heel,  in  the  first  step  of  the  operation,  directed 
towards  himself,  and  having  with  his  left  hand  taken  hold' 
of  the  soft  parts  and  drawn  them  a  little  backward,  so  as 
to  secure  greater  breadtli  of  fljip,  inserts  the  knife  on  one 
side  in  front  of  the  malleolus,  carries  it  down  across  the 
sole  of  the  loot,  and  upward  to  the  corresponding  point, 
just  at  the  front  and  upper  part  of  the  other  marieolus, 
taking  care  to  direct  the  incision  so  as  to  pass  opposite  to 
the  part  where  the  posterior  portion  of  the  astragalus  rests 
upon  the  calcaneum,  and  to  use  the  knife  energetically,  so 
as  to  cut  through  all  tissues  down  to  the  bones.  By* this 
single  movement  of  the  knife  a  clearance  is  made  for  the 
saw,  by  a  few  movements  of  which  the  portion  of  calcaueura 
behind  the  astragalus  is  speedily  cut  off  from  the  rest  of 
the  bone,  the  section  being  from  belowr  upward  and  a  little 
backward,  so  that  the  portion  remaining  in  the  flap  will  be 
a  little  longer  from  behind  forward,  below  than  above. 
The  assistant  having  slightly  changed  the  position  of  the 
leg,  so  as  to  make  its  posterior  part  to  rest  upon  the  table, 
the  surgeon,  by  a  second  movement  of  the  knife,  unites 
the  extremities  of  the  first  incision  by  a  slightly  semi  lunar 
incision^  using  the  knife  boldly,  so  as  to  cut  through  every 
tissue  in  front  of  the  bones,  and  then,  by  a  few  slight 
touches  belovr,  admits  of  the  flap  being  brought  back,  and 
makes  a  clearance  for  the  saw.  By  a  few  movements  of 
the  saw,  the  bones  are  cut  through  immediately  above  the 
ankle,  and  this  extremely  simple  amputation  is  completed 
by  little  more  than  two  movements  of  the  knife  and  two 
aetA  of  movements  of  the  saw,'' — Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter f  Philadelphia. 


Subcutaneous  Division  of  the  Neck  of  the  Femur  for 
^  Bony  Anchylosis  of  the  Hip- Joint, 

Dr.  H,  B.  Sands  reports  the  case  of  a  man  upon  w*hom 
he  has  operated  successfully  for  bony  anchylosis  of  the  hip- 
joint.  '  The  patient  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  of  fair 
constitution  but  somewhat  irregular  habits,  and  had  suf- 
fered frotD  u  severe  attack  of  articular  rheumatism  four 
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years  previous  to  the  tinie  of  the  operation*  The  right 
hip-joiQt  was  kept  in  a  Irlexed  position  during  convales* 
ceuce,  £ind  subsequently  remained  rigid,  the  thigh  being 
conaidernbly  abducted,  and  0exed  on  the  pelvis  at  an  angle 
of  110°  to  the  vertebral  columu.  The  patient  could  not 
rest  the  right  foot  on  the  ground  wit  bout  assuming  a 
crouching  attitude,  and  could  not  walk  without  crutches. 

The  rigidity  being  found  to  be  due  to  true  anchylosis, 
the  following  operation  was  performed  :  A  hmg,  straight, 
narrow  bistoury  was  thrust  through  tlie  soft  parts  ju^t 
above  the  great  trochanter,  and  carried  directly  in  front 
of  the  cervix  femoris,  so  an  to  separate  the  soft  parts  from 
this  aspect  of  tbe  bone.  A  narrow  saw  was  introduced 
along  the  track  made  by  the  knife,  and  tbe  neck  of  the 
femur  divided.  It  was  then  found  necessary  to  sever  the 
tendons  of  ihe  adductor  longus  and  tlio  tensor  vagiua> 
femoris,  after  which  the  thigh  was  immediately  and  readily 
extended  to  a  right  line  with  the  body,  and  kept  there  by 
a  vsreight  attached  to  tha  foot  ;  the  patient  being  put  to 
bed  and  confined  there  for  six  weeks,  in  the  hope  of  ob* 
taining  bony  arjchylosis  in  the  straight  position.  As  it 
was  found  at  the  end  of  that  time  that  the  parts  remained 
freely  movable,  he  was  permitted  to  get  op  and  move 
around  on  crutches*  There  was  a  shortening  of  a  quarter  of 
an  inch.  He  now  walks  quite  well  and  steadily  with  a  cane, 
a  useful  and  satisfactory  false  joint  having  resulted.^ — New 
York  Medical  Journal,  December,  1873* — 3kdical  Times, 
Fhiladeljihia. 


Successful  (?)  Removal  of  the  Spleen. 


In  the  Racmgliiore  Medico^  Dr.  Sonsino  gives  an  account 
of  a  case  in  which,  on  June  20th,  Dr,  Attilio  Urbinato,  of 
Oesino,  removed  a  hypertrophied  and  mobile  spleen.  The 
incision  was  made  in  the  middle  line^  and  prolonged  above 
the  umbilicus,  being  at  least  seven  inches  in  leugth.  The 
operation  was  performed  without  much  difficulty.  After 
tying  three  small  cutaneous  arteries,  opening  the  ^perito- 
neum, and  drawing  aside  some  loops  of  intestine,  the  spleen 
was  seen,  free  from  all  abnormal  adhesions,  and  of  enor- 
mous size.  At  the  inferior  part  was  seen  the  gastro-splenic 
epiploon,  w^hich  was  adherent ;  and  the  vessels  here  were 
extremely  dilated-  At  the  upper  part  was  seen  the  lower 
portion  of  the  pancreas.     The  epiploon  was  detached  and 
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tlie  vessels  tied.  The  ligatures,  seven  in  number,  were 
left  inside  without  further  precaution.  The  few  adhesions 
of  ilie  pancreas  were  overcome  without  difficulty,  simply 
by  meanij  of  the  finger.  The  hirgeafc  vess^^b,  and  the  con- 
nective tissue  which  surrounded  them,  were  secured  by  a 
metallic  loop  and  liempen  bgature.  The  "  toilette  ''  of  the 
abdominal  cavity  was  made  with  great  care.  The  patient 
lost  but  little  blood.  The  ligatwrea  of  the  vessels  tied  were 
passed  out  between  the  sutures,  of  which  there  were  five 
deep  and  five  superficial.  The  spleen  weighed  two  and  a 
half  pouudH.  The  operation  lasted  an  hour.  The  patient 
bore  the  chloroform  well,  and  subsequently  appeared  to  be 
progressing  favorably,  but  died  of  peritonitis  three  days 
after  the  operation. — British  Medical  JournaL — Atlanta 
Meditxjl  arul  Surgical  JournaL 


Excision  of  the  Larynx. 


BY  PROFESSOR  BILLROTH,  OP  VIENNA. 


Dr.  T.  L.  Stuevor,  of  Vienna,  writes  to  Br.  E.  Mont- 
gomery, of  this  city,  that  a  short  time  ago  Professor  Bill- 
roth extirpated  the  greater  portion  of  the  larynx  in  a 
patient  at  the  Vienna  Hospital.  It  seems  this  organ  was 
very  extensively  involved  in  carcinomatous  degeneration, 
an<I  with  the  hope  of  saving  the  patient's  life,  this  very 
difficult  and  danfr^roua  operation  was  undertaken  and 
successfully  performed,  Dr,  Stuever^  who  is  assistant  to 
Dr.  Stork,  the  celebrated  laryngoscopist,  writes  that  the 
latter  has  invented  an  apparatus  to  sripply  the  place  of  the 
txci^ed  Inrynx,  by  which  the  patient  is  enabkd  to  speak  dis- 
tinctly, 80  a«  to  be  audible  at  a  distajwe  of  ten  fe^t,  but  of 
course  w*ithout  much  modulation  of  voice.  Dr,  Stuever 
also  mentions  tliat  he  can  breathe  and  swallow  with  perfect 
ease  and  composure,  and  is  in  every  way  in  a  most  promis- 
ing condition  for  complete  recovery. 

By  thifl  bold  and  hazardous  operation,  the  distinguished 
Vienna  Professor  of  Surgery  has  added  another  laurel  to 
hifl  crown,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  Dr.  Stork  for  the 
talent  and  ingenciity  displayed  by  him  in  supplying  an 
apparatus  as  a  substitute  for  the  excised  larynx.  We  also 
learn  from  the  same  source  that  Dr.  Stork  is  preparing  for 
early  publication  a  comprehensive  work  on  laryngoscopy, 
— Si*  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


250 


Surgery. 


Pernio  Treated  by  Mectricitj, 


Dr.  Aloozo  L.  Leach  describes,  in  the  Philadelphia 
Medieal  Times^  hie  method  of  treating  cliilblair  by  electri- 
city. He  considers  that  we  have,  as  the  result  of  frost- 
bite, a  psirtiol  or  complete  paralysiB  of  the  vesBels  as  well 
as  a  nervous  element,  evinced  by  the  f^ain  and  the  intoler- 
able itching.  Electricity  tends  to  give  tone  to  the  parts 
and  restore  them  to  their  normal  condition-  This  is  the 
result  8onght  for  in  all  applicationR,  bnt  they  only  do  &o 
temporarily  in  a  majority  of  cases.  The  cause  re-appear- 
ing, the  pathological  condition  «till  remaining,  we  have  h 
return  of  all  the  symptoms.  The  secondary  or  induced 
current  applied  for  period  of  time  every  day,  or  at  longer 
intervals,  will  place  the  parts  in  a  healthy  condition  and 
effect  a  pennanent  cure. 

As  chilblain  in  just  now  a  complaint  of  the  Beason^  it  raay 
he  well  to  a|>pend  another  method  of  treatment,  which  is 
that  adopted  by  the  writer.  The  foot  is  first  soaked  in  a 
bath  as  hot  as  can  be  borne,  for  fully  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes.  The  effect  of  this  is  to  alleviate  the  pain  and 
itching  of  the  subaciitely  inflamed  suhcutaneous  tissue; 
and  afterwards  the  part  is  painted  with  tincture-  of  iodine 
lor  a  few  times.  The  results  really  disapiroints  one.  Dr, 
Balfour,  of  Clielsea  Royal  Military  Asylumj  recommends 
the  application  of  iodide  of  ammonium,  prepared  by  mix- 
ing equal  parts  of  the  liquid  iod.  comp.  and  aqua  ammonia. 
Dr.  Leach,  above  quoted,  says  of  this,  that  he  finds  it  ordi- 
narily most  marked  in  its  action. 


The  Chair  of  Physiolooy  at  Edinburhh. — It  is  stated 
the  chair  of  Physiology  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  is 
likely  to  become  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Hughes 
Bennett,  whose  henlth  is,  unfortunately^  far  from  robust. 
The  names  of  four  distiagnished  graduates  of  tlie  Univer- 
sity— two  resident  in  Edinburgh  and  two  in  London — are 
mentioned  as  those  from  among  whom  his  successor  may 
be  selected.  But  we  believe  that,  although  it  Is  probabla 
that  Dr.  Bennett  will  think  it  proper  to  resign  his  chair  at 
no  distant  date,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  he  may  nut 
make  another  effort  to  perform  some  of  its  duties  next 
session. — British  Medical  JonrnaL 
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On  the  Treatment  of  Typhoid  Fever  with  Cold  Baths.* 


BY   PEOPESSOR    BEHIEE. 


I  do  not  intend  to  give  ^ou,  to-day,  a  complete  and  di* 
dactic  exposition  of  the  different  therapeutic  indications 
which  typhoid  fever  nfferti,  and  the  measures  of  treatment 
that  correspond  to  these  indications.  My  chief  ohject  is 
to  call  yonr  attention  to  a  method  of  treatment,  too  little 
diffused  among  ns,  and  which  you  have  seen  me  apply  to 
the  patients  in  the  Salle  St.  4ntoine,  whose  disease  I  have 
just  been  studying  with  you.  I  wish  to  apeak  of  the 
methodic  use  o(  cold  jAmifje  baths.  I  hasten  to  state  that  I 
do  not  partake  of  the  exclusive  enthusiaam  which  certain 
authors  profess  for  this  mode  of  treatment,  nor  do  I  recom* 
mend  its  universal  and  systematic  employment.  But  I  do 
believe  that  we  have  here  a  real  and  efficacious  progress, 
which  I  believe  made  a  point  of  exhibiting  it  to  you,  and 
which  I  have  Jt  at  heart  to  propagate  and  to  popularize  to 
the  extent  of  my  power. 

The  necessity  of  combating  the  symptom /ever  has  for  a 
long  time  past  become  a  truth  which  is  almost  a  childish 
truism.  The  times  are  gone  by  in  which,  according  to  the 
old  Hippocratic  idea,  the  ferbile  movement  was  considered 
aa  an  effort  of  nature  destined  to  subdue  or  to  eliminate 
the  morbific  principle,  a  salutary  effort  which  the  physi- 
cian ought  rather  to  favour  than  oppose.  We  now  know 
that  this  disorderly  action  is  always  dangerous  and  often 
fatal:  dangerous  by  the  exaggeration  of  interna!  oxidations 
and  the  rapid  consumption  which  accompany  the  febrile 
movement:  dangerous  above  all  by  the  modifications  of  the 
blood  which  are  produced  by  these  excessive  oxidations, 
wliich  pour  into  the  common  medium  organic  debris  which 
are  often  very  abundant,  aiul  which  are  not  sufficiently 
eliminated.  But  the  elevation  of  temperature  is  the  index 
and  the  result,  if  not  the  cause  (or  one  of  the  causes)  of 
this  febrile  state.  We  may  hope,  then,  that  the  intensity 
and  the  consequences  of  the  fever  will  be  diminished  by 
means  which  will  reduce  the  temperature  of  the  body- 
But  if  there  be  a  malady  in  which  the  efforts  of  treatment 
should  especially  be  addressed  to  the  element/ever,  surely 
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it  iri  in  the  mosfc  obstinate  and  long-continued  of  our  pyr^x- 
iat*^ — in  typhoitl  fever. 

It  18  about  twelve  years  since  I  was  one  of  the  fir^t  to 
introduce  into  our  country  the  eraployment  of  a  valutible 
therapeutic  agent  in  ft^brile  attectioni^.  I  npeuk  oF  alcohoL 
This  i^  not  tln^  time  ur  place  to  speak  of  internal  action  of 
this  remedy.  Does  it  dinxinish  the  combustion  of  the  tisi^ue 
by  directly  opposing  itselt  to  that  |>rucess,  just  as,  when  in 
a  Ci^rtain  dej2:ree  of  couceutration,  it  binders  tlie  contuuia- 
tion  of  the  alcohoiic  ferioentation  ?  I  btiUeve  this,  but  it 
is  of  little  consequence  to  us  just  now.  An  invariable  fact 
18,  that  in  snihcient  dose  it  lowers  tlie  central  teuipuraUir© 
both  in  the  normal  and  io  the  febrile  statCH ;  it  is  iherelore 
an  antipyretic  remedy-  It  is  in  this  character,  arjd  not  a?4 
atonic,  that  yon  see  uie  administer  aleohob  in  drinkjible 
8haj)e,  to  our  febrile  patients^  often  in  consirleralde  duses, 
under  the  eiipliemistie  dosignation  oi  potion  tie  Todd,  Ob- 
nerve  carefully*  however,  thot  these  dosea  are  divided. 
Thus  you  will  prescribe  80  to  2U€  g^rammes  (3  to  7  ounces) 
of  brandy  in  8  ounces  of  water  with  a  drachm  and  a  half  of 
tincture  of  cannellaand  an  ounce  of  syrup.  Yon  will  give 
li  tablespoouful  of  this  ovcry  two  hours,  diluted  w^ith  tliree 
or  four  times  as  much  water,  if  the  patient  finds  the  mi>£turo 
too  strong.  This  remedy,  I  repeat,  gives  good  results;  but 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  ihut  we  are  in  posaession  of 
a  much  more  energetic  and  habitually  efficacious  antipy- 
retic remedy  in  the  rational  eraployment  of  cold  wateTi  of 
which  I  now  wi^h  to  speak  to  you. 

It  was  the  English  pliysician.  James  Currie,  who  first 
had  recourse  in  a  regular  aud  scientific  manner  to  the  ex- 
ternal employment  of  cohl  water  iii  the  pyrexias,  Tlie 
patient,  in  fail  fever,  was  placed  in  an  empty  tub,  and  sev- 
eral cans  ot  water  were  ()onred  over  his  head  and  trunk 
from  a  certain  height.  The  method  of  Currie  consisted, 
then,  in  the  use  K>i  cold  a(f nylons  more  or  less  frequently  re- 
peated. Tiie  object  which  he  proposed  to  himself  Was  not 
to  cause  abstraction  of  heat  and  a  diminution  of  the  inter- 
nal temperuture»  liut  to  obtain,  by  these  smart  and  brief 
alFusions  with  cold  water,  a  consecutive  excitement  of  the 
circulatory  functions,  or  what  is  culled  reacUon,^ 

T  tie  re  are  a  certain  number  of  cases  in  which  cold  and 
sharp  aftusions  are  formally  iiidiccited;  this  is  especially 
the  case  in  adynamic  conditions  with  profound  intellectual 
torpor  and  a  tendency  to  ilepression  ot  the  respiratory  and 
circulatory   functions.     The   affusions^   by   hishing,    a^   it 

*Thii  scarcely  doe*  CumeiuiUcoi.— Edixoji  l^mtMivntr, 
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were,  the  activity  of  the  nervous  centres,  dissipate,  better 
than  any  other  means,  these  coiiditiont;,  vvliich  are  allied 
rather  to  a  defect  of  iiiervatioii  tban  to  febrile  elevation  of 
temperature.  This  is  not  the  object  which  one  attempts 
to  gain  in  employing'  cold  water  according  to  the  method 
which  we  are  studying.  In  that  metliod  we  propose,  on 
the  contrary,  to  abstract  a  certain  ijiianlity  of  the  heat  the 
augmentation  of  which  is  crushing  the  patient.  To  this 
end  we  employ  cool  water  more  or  less  smartly  applied*  A 
first  degree  consists  in  washing  of  the  entire  body,  repeat- 
ed four  or  Hve  times  a  day  :  you  saw  me  adopt  this  plan 
with  the  young  girl  in  bed  No.  8,  Salle  St.  Antoine.  In 
her  the  affection  of  the  bowel  presented  itself  with  an 
ensemhle  of  moderate  symptoms,  and,  on  the  whole,  was  but 
little  formidable  ;  above  alb  the  fever  kept  at  a  reassuring 
level  ;  the  medium  tenipertiture  was  B9^  C.  (102*^'2  F.)  in 
the  evening,  and  38'r^-5  C,  (101'^.5  i\)  in  the  morning. 
There  was  thus  no  indication  for  an  energetic  antipyretic 
treatment,  and  we  confined  ourselves  to  giving  3  oz,  of 
branny,  and  using  the  cold  sponginge.  We  thus  managed 
to  keep  the  fever  to  its  moderate  type^  and  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  the  girt  eiitered  definitely  in  the  apyretic  stage. 
I  do  not  doubt  that  the  cold  spongings  assisted  this  rapid 
and  fortunate  issue. 

The  man  who  restored  to  honour  the  treatment  of  the 
pyrexias,  and  especially  of  typhoid  fever,  by  cold  water, 
is  a  practitioner  of  Stettin.  Ernst  Brand.  In  1861  he  pub- 
lished the  results  of  his  treatment  in  a  book  entitled  **  Hy- 
drotherapy of  Typlius.**  This  treatment  constituted  a  true 
method  in  the  rigorous  and  dogmatic  acceptation  of  the 
word.  In  a  recent  publication  M,  Franz  Glenard  has  ex- 
pounded the  system  of  ihu  Stettin  pliysician  with  talent^ 
and  bus  related  obt^ervations  on  thirteen  patients  treated 
at  the  Hospital  de  la  Cioix-Rousse  rigorously  and  in  the 
spirit  of  the  method.  LieberraeistL»r,  in  speaking  of 
Brand's  book,  while  acknowledging  the  decisive  impulse 
which  it  has  given  to  the  therapeutics  of  febrile  affections, 
regrets  to  hnd  it  a  too  ardent  and  enthusiastic  proselytisra. 
We  might  pass  the  same  criticism  on  the  memoir,  other- 
wise very  mteresting,  by  M.  Gl<*nard.  We  may  say,  in 
passing,  that  one  can  easily  understand  the  enthusiasm  of 
M.  Glenard.  The  method,  as  you  will  see,  oifers  groat 
advantages;  but,  besides  this,  M»  Brand  has  a  right  to  the 
respectful  gratitude  of  everyone  in  our  country  of 
France,* 

*A  faw  vxprcMionff  of  i<troDi«  aod  pftlnful  fecUng,  growing  out  of  tJie  eventi  uf  the  wir 
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This  treatment  of  Brandos  consists  in  the  regular  and 
gyRteraatic  administration  of  cool  baths  (20^ C»  or  68^  F.) 
with  or  without  tlie  affusion  of  cold  water  upon  the  head. 
The  regnlar  duration  of  each  batb  is  fifteen  minutes,  even 
when  Bbivering  occurs  quite  at  the  commencement. 

It  requires  h  certain  energy  on  the  part  of  the  physician 
to  apply  this  method,  considering  the  pitiable  condition 
which  the  patient  present.^  in  some  cases*  On  coming  out 
of  the  bath  the  patient  is  enveloped  in  a  woollen  wrapper, 
and  imniediutely  covered  with  clothes. 

On  the  average  it  is  necessary  to  give  at  least  eight 
baths  in  the  twenty-four  honrs  (a  bath  every  three  houra^ 
nigtit  EB  well  as  day).  According  to  Brand  it  is  an  error 
of  the  gravest  kind  to  wait  till  the  temperature  reaches  a 
BeriouB  elevation  ;  he  says  that  we  should  prevent  the  rise 
of  heat,  and  not  wait  to  combat  it.  He  denies  there  is  an 
efficacy  in  *'  those  hybrid  methods  which  give  one  or  two 
baths  a  day,  and  which  are  nothing  but  a  cruelty  to  the 
patient," 

We  see  by  these  quotations  that  Brand  is  inspired  with 
all  the  intollerances  of  a  systematizer.  In  fact  the  treat- 
ment by  baths,  one  after  the  other,  is  in  his  mind,  not  only 
directed  against  the  symptom  fever,  but  also  against  the 
essence  of  the  morbid  process  ;  in  a  word,  it  is,  what  the 
author  calls  it,  a  specific  treatment.  It  is  evident  that  a 
treatment  thut*  rigorously  and  mathematically  forrauhited 
must  rest  upon  a  theory  ;  that  of  Brand  is  the  following. 
In  agreement,  so  far,  with  recent  mycological  researches, 
he  attributes  the  typhoi<l  process  to  an  internal  fermenta* 
tion,  azymosis.  Butj  says  he,  if  we  mix  a  solution  of  malt  with 
a  proper  quantity  of  beer-yeast  at  a  temperature  of  16*^  0. 
(59*^  F.),  we  get  a  turaultuous  fernientation  producing  alco- 
hol after  a  detarniined  period  of  three  days.  If,  then,  we 
cool  the  mixture,  which  has  risen  to  36*^  C,  (95^  F.),  below 
16S  C.,the  fermentation  will  cease;  on  the  contrary,  it  will 
reappear  if  the  temperature  rises  again.  Brand,  in  view 
of  these  observations,  supposes  that  the  typhoid  ferment, 
also,  cannot  develop  and  act  except  at  a  certain  tempera- 
ture»  and  hjdrotheraphy  renders  it  powerless  and  arrests  its 
production  by  incessant  cooling  of  the  blood,  ^ 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you  how  much  of  the  arbitrary 
there  is  in  this  theory  ;  but  it  was  important  to  direct 
attention  to  it,  for  it  shows  well  the  essential  indication 
which  Brand  thinks  that  he  fulls  by  his  treatment.  What 
he  seeks  to  obtain  by  this  pitiless  aeries  of  immersions  is 
not  only  the  lowering  of  the  temperature ;  his  views  are 
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higher  tliati  this  ;  he  wisliea  to  reach  the  very  Botirce  of  the 
evil  ;  be  aims  at  arrestinj^  in  this  manner  the  morhid  fer- 
ineittutioa  which  is  tlie  point  of  departure  of  the  disease. 

Hence  the  rigid  iiiflexiljihty  in  tliis  prescription  ;  one 
iDUtst  be  inceatiantly  on  one's  guard  and  watch  the  ferment 
for  fear  it  should  begin  to  %vork  again  and  caus^us  to^Iosa 
all  the  beoeBt  of  the  treatment  at  once, 

Sneh  is  the  method  by  which  hydrotherapy  has  made  its 
..reappearance  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever:  it  is  the 
'«amc  which  M.  Gl<?nard  recunnneads.  But  iu  tlie.se  hitter 
years  uur  conceptions  of  fever  are  fiingularly  modified,  and 
the  water  treatment  of  pyrexias — e^ipecially  of  typhoid 
fever — has  sluired  in  that  progress.  It  is  this  last  phase 
into  which  the  question  that  occupies  us  has  entered. 

The  febrile  elevation  of  temperature  can  only  be  due  to 
two  causes;  either  a  diminution  of  the  waste  of  heat  pro- 
duction remaining  the  same  ;  or  else  an  increased  produc- 
tion of  heat,  the  source  of  waste  remaining  unaltered*  The 
first  of  these  views  is  maintained  by  Traube,  the  second  by 
the  majority  of  observers,  who  support  it  especially  by 
reference  to  the  increase,  during  the  febrile  act,  of  the  ex- 
cretion of  urea  and  carbonic  acid,  which  is  an  indisputable 
proof  of  a  positive  augmentation  of  organic  combustion. 
Quite  recently,  in  a  memoir  containing  laborious  researches 
on  the  inner  significance  of  icbrile  phenomena.  Senator* 
arrived  at  a  mixed  conclusion,  w^hich  unites  the  two  views. 
According  to  him,  the  febrile  heat  is  due  at  once  to 
increase  of  combustion  and  to  retention  of  caloric. 

I  propound  these  theories  to  you  in  order  better  to  pre- 
pare your  mind  for  appreciating  the  treatment,  Wlmt- 
ever  may  he  the  fate  of  the  doctrines  which  have  just  been 
laid  befure  you,  the  therapeutic  indication  in  these  cases 
appears  to  be  a  simple  one;  to  increase  the  loss  of  heat  by 
plunging  tho  patient  into  a  cooler  medium  with  which  he 
will  tejid  to  equaliise  his  temperature.  But  alYairs  are  far 
from  proceeding  wifh  such  simplicity  ;  man,  like  all  warm- 
blooded animals,  enjoys  the  privilege  of  striving  against 
the  sources  of  heat- waste,  iu  virtue  of  what  is  called  the 
heal're{iidaling  potcer. 

If  we  place  a  healthy  person  iu  a  cold  bath,  the  loss  of 
heat  will  be  modoratod  by  a  diUible  mechanism.  On  the 
one  hand  the  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  peripheral 
vessels^  by  diminishing  the  cutaneous  circulation,  repels 
the  mass  of  the  blood  towards  tho  deeper  cavities,  where 
it  is  better  shielded  from  loss  of  heat  by  radiation.     At 

*  lf«iM  Uitt«michiiDgeii  mbor  dui  fletMrliiftoa  ProceM.    B«rUii,  1873, 
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the  same  time^  the  production  of  heut  itselP  is  notably 
iiicreaserl,  aa  it  has  been  proved  by  the  quaDtity  of  car- 
boDic  acid  which  is  exhaled.  It  is  tlju^  not  eany  to  reduce 
the  internal  teiuperature  of  a  healthy  person^  considenibl y, 
by  a  cold  bath.  We  only  produce  a  shght  lowerin^r,  which 
18  quickly  compeiiaated,  and  more  than  that^  from  the 
period  known  as  that  o( reaction.  It  is  only  wdien  the  bath 
has  been  exce^isively  prolonged  or  of  a  very  low  temper- 
ature that  the  cooling  presents  a  certain  intensity  and 
duration,  and  it  is  then  not  free  from  danger. 

As  Liebermeister  has  pointed  out,  the  conditions  of 
regulation  of  temperature  are  the  same  in  the  fevered  as 
in  the  healthy  subject;  and  we  may,  like  hira.  regard  fever 
as  a  transitory  but  more  or  less  enduring  condition,  during 
which  the  organism  ten  da  to  maintain  its  equilibrium  of 
temperature  at  a  higher  degree  than  the  normal^  at  39^  C, 
(102^'2  F.}  instead  of  37^  C.  (98^*6  F.)  The  means  by 
w^hich  the  fevered  organism  lowers  its  temperature  are 
the  same  as  those  employed  by  the  healthy  body;  the 
resistance,  however,  is  loss  energetic  and  less  efficacious; 
in  other  terms,  it  is  much  more  easy  to  lower  the  temper- 
ature by  a  degree  or  two  in  a  fevered,  than  in  a  healthy 
man. 

It  ia  thisj  in  fact,  which  favors  the  antipyretic  action  of 
Iiydrothenipy,  and  it  is  for  want  of  taking  heed  of  this 
capital  diiiercnce  between  the  normal  and  febrile  states 
that  various  authors  have  contended,  on  a  jmori  grounds, 
against  the  employment  of  cold  w^ater  in  the  treatment  of 
pyrexias. 

We  see,  then,  that  if  cold  water  moderates  fevers,  it  ia 
not,  perhaps,  by  moderating  combustions  (for  it  is  proved, 
on  the  contrary,  tlmt  it  tends  rather  to  increase  them), 
but  by  hastening  the  departure,  the  w^aste,  of  caloric.  Its 
action  18  thus  diametrically  opposed  to  that  of  alcohol, 
quinine,  and  other  agents  which  directly  attack  and 
moderate  the  febrile  combustion  ;  its  role  is  that  of  spolia- 
tion, not  of  economy  of  waste. 

In  an  absohite  point  of  view,  hydrotherapy,  in  whatever 
form,  does  not  constitute  an  anti-febrile  remedy  in  the 
rigorous  sense  of  the  word;  it  does  not  restrain  combustion, 
it  only  masks  and  attenuates  to  some  extent  the  con- 
fiequences  of  combustion,  especially  the  elevation  of  the 
temperature  of  the  blood. 

Fever  does,  in  fact,  betray  its  action  on  the  economy  by 
two  results  which  are  distinct,  though  closely  allied;  the 
rapid  consumption  of  the  tissues  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
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elevation  of  temperature  on  the  other.  Eacb  of  these 
conditions  has  its  own  danger?,  and  consequently  affords 
precise  indications.  In  the  8h>w,  chronic  fevers  (hectics,  in 
a  word)  the  dutiger  consist:^  less  in  the  elovution  of  the 
temperature  than  in  the  gradual  and  progressive  deperish- 
ing  of  the  organism;  it  has  therefore  never  entered  the 
mind  of  any  physician  to  employ  cold  water  in  these  cases, 
and  thereby  to  render  more  active  the  very  waafcing  which 
threatens  the  patient.  On  the  contrary,  that  which  con- 
stitutes the  immediate  an<l  direct  danger  in  pyrexias  vsdien 
the  lever  is  more  acute,  so  to  speak,  is  not  so  much  the 
exagojerated  histolysis  as  the  very  fact  of  the  febrile 
increase  of  heat;  the  delirium,  the  convulsions,  the  drowsi* 
ness,  the  tendency  to  syncope  or  asphyxia,  the  whole 
ensemble  of  ataxic  and  adynamic  phenomena,  is  due,  we  can 
hardly  permit  ourselves  to  doubt,  to  the  pernicious  action 
of  a  superheated  blood  upon  the  nervous  centres.  In  a 
position  such  as  this,  our  duty  before  all  things  is  to  cool 
the  blood  by  the  rapid  extraction  of  heat  from  it;  an  indi- 
cation which  hydrotherapy  alone  is  capable  of  fulfdling. 
[Continued  in  next  number.] 


Nitrite  of  AmyL 


Dr.  Amez-Droz  publishes  (Archiv  de  Physidogiej  Septem- 
ber, 1873,)  an  account  of  his  researclies  on  this  substance. 
Together  with  the  details  of  his  experiments,  he  gives  a 
historical  review  of  the  subject,  and  discusses  its  probable 
method  of  action.  "Without  pretending  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion absolutely,  the  author  rather  favors  the  hypothesis  that 
it  operates  by  causing  an  irritation  of  the  peripheral  ex- 
tremities  of  the  nerves  ^perhaps  the  vagus),  which,  in  turn, 
produces  a  reflex  irritation  of  the  vaso-motor  centre,  caus- 
ing a  diminution  of  the  tonicity  of  the  w^alls  of  the  capillary 
vessels.  lu  regard  to  the  possibility  of  its  being  the  muscu- 
lar fibres  of  the  capillaries  which  are  affected,  instead  of 
the  ultimate  ramifications  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves,  he 
brings  forward  the  fact  that  the  pupils  do  n<jt  aliow  a  con- 
stfint  dilatation  under  the  influence  of  nitrite  of  arayl,  as 
having  a  bearing  against  the  tlieory  of  Brunton  that  it 
affects  the  non-striped  muscular  fibres  geuerally-  The  fact, 
observed  in  nearly  all  his  experinients,  that  a  momentary 
contraction  of  the  capillaries  of  a  frog  occurred  whenever 
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the  animal  made  any  violent  movements,  speaks  Btrongly 
against  any  absolute  paralysis  of  tlje  vessels.  The  author 
explains  the  phenomenon  by  admitting  two  kinds  of  mus- 
cular fibres  in  the  ct^ats  of  the  capillaries^  one  set  contract- 
ing and  the  other  dilating  the  vesselg,  and  explaining  the 
dilatation  produced  by  nitrite  of  arayl  as  an  irritation  of 
these  hitter,  the  others  remaining  unaffected,  and  reacting, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  under  excitation. 

The  probable  primnry  cause  of  iiTitation  by  nitrite  of 
amyl  is  the  non-oxydation  of  the  blood  un(3er  its  influence. 
The  acceleration  of  the  heart's  action  xtnd  lowering  of 
blood-pressure  which  follow  its  use  are  due  to  the  dilata- 
tion of  the  capilhiries  ;  but  when  the  acceleration  becomes 
very  considerable,  as  after  injection  of  the  nitrite  into  a 
vein,  it  is  possible  that  the  nervous  ganglia  wbieli  give  the 
heart  its  automatic  movements  may  also  yilay  some  part  in 
producing  the  effect. 

The  method  by  which  the  sul^stance  is  introduced  into 
the  system  is  of  much  importance  in  producing  its  peculiar 
effects.  The  speediest  and  surest  way,  according  to  Dr, 
Amez-Droz,  is  by  injecting  it  into  a  vein  ;  the  next  most 
reliable  method  is  by  inhalation.  It  w^ould  seem,  however, 
to  be  nioch  more  rapidly  eliminated  when  introduced 
directly  into  the  blood  than  wdieu  only  inhaled;  and  larger 
doses  could,  in  some  instances,  be  employed  without  fatul 
effect  than  when  it  w^as  only  inhaled  into  the  lungs.  By 
the  other  two  methods  by  which  it  can  be  used,  its  injec- 
tion into4he  subcutaneous  tissue,  and  its  introduction  into 
the  digestive  canal,  it  is,  according  to  Dr*  Droz,  compara- 
tively slow  and  uncertain  in  action. 

The  author  concludes  that,  physiologically,  the  nitrite  of 
amyl  will  have  to  take  its  phice  as  a  remedial  agent  by  the 
side  of  digitalis.  Further  investigations  are,  however, 
needed  to  iully  determine  its  therapeutic  value* 


Treatment  of  Belirium  Tremens. 


At  Roosevelt  Hospittd,  New  York,  the  standard  prescrip- 
tion for  this  condition  is  : 

5fe     Chloral  hydrat,,  grs,  xxx. 
Potass,  bromide,  grs.  xh    M. 
To  be  given  at  bedtime,  and  continued  through  the  day  in 
smaller  doses  if  necessary. 

This  is  the   treatment  for   a  fully  developed  attack. 
Milder  cases  are  treated  by  two  drachms  of  the  tincture  of 
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lupuline  and  a  bottle  of  nle  at  bedtime,  and  in  a  majority 
of  instances  tbis  ia  all  that  is  required  ;  for  as  soon  as  the 
patient  has  secured  a  few  hours'  sleep,  the  crisis  is  passed, 
and  ho  will  tben  begin  to  take  his  beef-tea  and  milk,  and 
come  up  rapidly.  A  putient  present,  who  was  suffering 
from  alcoboHsm,  and  when  admitted  was  very  tremulous, 
was  receiving : 

{t     Potass,  bromide,  gra.  xxx, 

Morph,  Sulph.,  gr-  J. 
M.     S.t.i.  d. 

BeUevue  Hospital.—^' Whnt  this  class  of  patients  most 
need  is  food  and  rest."  Rest  is  usually  secured  by  the  ad- 
ministration  of  either  potass,  bromide  in  lar^e  doses,  grs. 
XXX,  every  two  hours  perhaps,  or  chloral  hydrat.,  grs.  xx, 
every  hour.  It  is  necessary  in  using  the  latter  remedy  to 
be  cautioua  with  regard  to  the  sixe  of  the  first  dyses^  until 
the  strength  of  the  preparation  and  the  susceptibility  of 
the  patient  is  fully  understood.  *  *  Occasionally  even 
large  doses  will  be  of  no  avail.  A  very  common  prescrip- 
tion employed  is  the  follo^ring  : 

(t     Potass,  bromide,  jiiss* 
Cliloral  hydrat,  jias, 
Syr.  Aurantii,  Aqme,  4a  3  ij, 

M.  S.  Half  fluid  ounce,  and  repeated  every  hour,if  neces- 
sary to  procure  sleep, 

l^ersistent  nausea  and  vomiting  must  be  treated  with  ad- 
ministration of  ice,  and  the  employment  of  nutritious  injec- 
tions. Careful  examination  must  be  made,  and  repeated, 
for  pneumonia,  especially  in  the  Winter,  for  it  frequently 
comes  on  very  insidiously,  without  any  complaint  of  the 
patient. — Medicol  Bccord. 


Temporary  Albuminuria  the  result  op  Cold  Bathing. — 
Dr.  George  Johnson  reports  four  cases  in  which,  after  pro- 
tracted cold  bathe,  albumen  appeared  in  the  urine  for 
periods  varying  from  a  fe*v  hours  to  several  w^eeks.  The 
albuminnria  was  probably  caused  by  repeated  and  pro- 
longed immersion  in  cold  w^ater,  which,  by  repressing  the 
cutaneous  secretion,  may  possibly  lead  to  permanent  mis- 
chief and  to  structural  degeneration  of  the  kidney.— JTAe 
Lancet,  December  6th,  1873. 


The  death  of  Max  Schultze,  the  celebrated  anatomist,  is 
stated  to  have  occurred  ou  the  16th  alt.^  at  Bonn, 
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6^tjn€calt)0i|  ami  Biseases  of  ©liUtlren. 

Diagnosis  of  Ovarian  Tumours. 


A  translation  of  an  essay  on  thie  subject,  by  Profeseor 
Otto  Spiegelber^,  appears  in  tlie  last  inuDber  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Otmietrim,  He  does  not  detail  the 
different  signe  of  ovaririu  tnmonrs,  but  follows  tlie  course 
^vhich  the  physician  at  the  bedside  has  to  take.  Suppose 
he  says,  a  patient  conies  who,  from  enlargement  ot  the  ab- 
domen, with  abnormal  resistance  and  various  nniisnal  symp- 
toms, believes  herself  to  have  an  ovariun  tnmonr.  The 
first  task  is  to  determine  whether  a  tumour  exists  at  all. 
An  affirmative  answer  is  easily  arrived  ut,  where  there  is 
a  well  defined  mass  distinctly  separated  from  the  neigh- 
boring parts.  It  is  very  different,  however,  when  the  con- 
tour is  not  distinguishable,  and  palpation  is  fruitless  on 
account  of  tenderness  and  the  tension  of  the  abdominal 
walls.  Here  there  may  be  a  cyst»  but  by  no  means  neces- 
sarily, for  there  are  two  conditions  in  particular  which  on 
superficial  examination  so  resemble  a  cyst  thatthey  are  not 
rarely  taken  for  it,  viz.,  tympanitis  and  ascites.  The  pre- 
sence of  tympanitis  is  proved  by  the  absence  of  fluctiiatioa 
and  the  results  of  percussion,  w^hich  will  give  resonance 
everywhere  in  place  of  the  dulness  which  any  fluid  cjollec- 
tion,  whether  free  or  encysted,  would  cause.  But  beyond 
this  we  have  sovereign  means  of  diagnosis  by  which  the 
conditions  of  things  may  be  demonstrated  to  the  eye,  in 
chloroform  narcosis,  as  recommended  by  Simpson,  In  this 
state  the  muscles  relax,  the  abdomen  colhipses,  so  that 
deep  palpation  becomes  possible.  The  same  result  maybe 
more  quickly  reached  by  |dacing  the  patient  on  her  back, 
with  knees  Jrawm  up,  and  telling  her  to  breathe  naturally. 
The  two  hands,  laid  flat  on  the  abdomen,  may  then  be 
pressed  Jirmly  towards  the  spine.  The  walls  yielding  a 
little  with  each  expiration,  what  is  gained  must  be  retain- 
ed through  the  pause  and  the  next  inspiration.  After 
several  repetitions  of  this  manceuvrej  all  opposition  is  over- 
come, and  the  hand  can  thoroughly  palpate  the  abdominal 
and  pelvic  cavities  through  the  now  flaccid  walls.  Masses  of 
fat  have  occasionally  been  taken  for  ovarian  tumours,  espec- 
ially at  the  climacteric  age.  Such  masses  are  elastic,  with 
indefinite  outline,  and  they  are  dull  on  percussion.  Re- 
peated bimanual  examination  of  the  internal  genital  organs, 
deep  percussion  after  proper  emptying  of  the  iutestiiie, 
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aitentiou  to  the  presence  of  a  general  development  of  fat 
rarely  present  in  cases  of  abnormal  growtliB,  the  possibility 
ui'littiog  the  en r tain  of  fat  from  the  subjacent  parts,  the 
comparative  thinness  of  the  ingiunal  and  Itimhar  region 
where  the  fat  in  always  less  abundnut,  will  usually  suffice 
to  make  these  cases  clear. 

The  mistaking  ot  ascites  for  cyst  is  possible  only  when 
fluctuation  has  shown  the  presence  of  fluid,  and  the  distinc- 
tion is  easy  wlien  the  filled  and  tense  sac  can  be  grasped 
and  moved  backwai  ds  and  forwards  under  the  abnormal 
walla;  and  conversely  when  the  fluid,  being  nowhere  sharp- 
ly bounded,  can  be  felt  to  slop  about  in  its  lower  portions, 
and  to  change  its  level  with  every  position  of  the  patient. 
Difficulty  occurs  only  when  the  collection  has  become  ex- 
tensive. In  ascites  the  abdomen  is  equally  prominent  on 
the  two  sides;  the  lumbar  regions  arc  distended,  the  um- 
bilical relatively  flat,  while  the  umbilicus  itself  is  frequent- 
ly prominent*  With  cyst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  abdo- 
men is  more  conical  in  form,  or  at  least  cask-shaped;  the 
umbilicus  is  relatively  higher,  and  is  not  unduly  prominent; 
not  unfrequently  the  distention  of  the  abdomen  is  unequal, 
one  side  being  more  prominent  than  another.  There  is 
nothing  distinctive  in  enlargement  of  the  veins.  (Edema 
of  the  Tower  extremities^  thougli  more  frequent  in  ascites, 
is  a  symptom  of  no  real  diagnostic  value.  The  most  impor- 
tant distinctions  are  aflFordcd  by  palpation  and  percussion. 
In  ascites  the  fluid  gravitates  in  every  position  towards 
the  most  depen<lent  part,  and  the  area  of  dulness  on  the 
percussion  cnanges  with  the  position  of  the  patient;  whilst 
with  encysted  fluid  the  territories  ot  resonance  and  dulness 
remain  absuUUely  or  approximating  the  some,  no  matter 
what  position  the  woman  takes  up.  In  the  dorsid  decubi- 
tus, then,  supposing  the  fluid  to  be  free,  the  lumbar  region 
will  be  dull  and  the  umbilicus  resonant,  from  the  bowels 
floating  on  the  surface  of  the  fluid;  and  the  converse  will 
be  true  in  the  case  of  the  cyst^  since  those  cysts  which  rise 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  lie  against  the  anterior  abdo- 
minal wall,  crowding  the  intestines  upwards  and  back- 
wards. Still  there  are  various  points  which  may  easily 
deceive.  First,  it  is  by  no  means  un frequent  in  tiscites  to 
And  the  right  iliac  and  even  lumbar  region  tympanitic,  on 
account  of  the  presence  of  the  caecum,  which  is  often  great- 
ly distended  with  gas,  and  is  confined  in  its  position  by  a 
short  mesentery.  Again,  we  now  and  then  find  a  fold  of 
intestine  lying  in  front  of  the  lower  anterior  border  of  the 
tumour,  especially    when   it   is   narrow   below ;  and   this 
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causes  a  dull  tympanitic  tone  in  the  hjpogastrium.  Fluc- 
tuation may  urtder  favorable  circurastfioces  be  very  distinct 
in  a  cystj  or  in  fat  people  may  be  indiatitiet  in  ascites. 
Here  a  ptniit  of  diagnosis  may  be  made  use  of,  to  which 
the  late  Professor  Breslau,  of  Zurich,  tirBt  calletl  attention, 
viz*:  m  a  cyst,  fluctnation  ceases  at  a  point  where  percus- 
sion becomes  tympanitic  (himbar  and  epigastric  regions), 
the  sac  wall  alTording  a  complete  separation  between  them; 
but  if  the  fluid  is  free  in  the  cavity,  if  it  surrounda  the 
intestines  as  in  ascites,  the  fluctnation  will  be  felt,  even  in 
parts  where  the  intestines  gives  a  tympanitic  sound.  In 
great  distension  of  the  abdomen,  either  by  ascites  or  by  a 
cyst,  all  these  signs  may  fail^  and  puncture  can  alone  re* 
veal  the  truth.  Dr.  Spiegelberg  places  the  greatest  re- 
liance on  exploratory  puncture  as  a  means  of  diagnosis  in 
difficult  cases.  The  contents  of  ovarian  cysts  vary  from  a 
watery,  clear,  yellowish  fluid,  to  a  tough  colloid,  stringy, 
dirt}"  brown,  or  yellowish-green  mass,  containing  mucin, 
albumen,  and  paralbumen,  and  in  addition  cylinder  epitheli- 
um in  variouB  states  of  change,  debris  of  cells,  crystals  of 
cholesterin,  and  now  and  then  red  blood-corpuscles  and 
pigment  granules.  Ascitic  fluid  is  always  thin  and  com- 
paratively clear,  is  poor  in  solid  constitiients,  and  as  a  rule 
deposits  a  copious  delicate  coagulum  of  fibrine.  In  ad-* 
dition  it  contains  the  endothelium  nf  tlie  peritoneum,  and 
wandering  cells  derived  from  the  latter. 

If  ail  these  means  fail  in  enublitig  a  ditignosis  to  be  made, 
Simon's  plan  must  be  adopted,  which  consists  in  intro- 
ducing the  half  or  the  whole  hand  into  the  rectum, 
though  it  should  be  explained  to  the  patient  that  she 
must  be  deeply  narcotised,  and  that  there  will  be  some 
slight  lacerations  of  the  anus;  that  she  will  have  to  keep 
quiet  for  some  days,  and  that  slie  may  have  trouble  in  de- 
fsecation  for  ten  or  twelve  days.  Finally  an  exploratory 
incision  may  be  made  after  carefully  emptying  the  bladder 
and  rectum.  (Translation  ot  No.  ^5  of  the  Klinwche  Vort- 
raqe^  by  L.  Wheeler,  in  the  Afnerican  Joumcd  of  Ohstetricaj 
voK  vi.  No.  3,  1873.) 


According  to  the  Berliner  Klinisclie  Wochenschri/X  No- 
vember 24th,  there  is  only  about  one-half  the  usual  num- 
ber of  students  at  the  various  clinics  of  the  city.  The 
journal  quoted  attributes  this  falling  off  chiefly  to  the  very 
greatly  increased  cost  of  living  in  Berlin. 
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The  Etiology  and  Therapeutics  of  Cancer  Uteri. 


Dr*  Erhvard  Martin,  from  obBervations  made  \u  the  Ber- 
lin Gyniiecological  clinic,  found  that  in  87  out  of  93  post- 
mortem examiiuitions  the  cancer  proceeded  from  the  vagi- 
n«i  or  cervical  portions  of  the  uterus^  aiid  was  only  in  six  ^ 
cases  limited  to  the  body  of  the  uterus*  Examinations 
made  during  life  frequently  demonstrated  tliat  the  origin  of 
the  new  formation  occurred  in  the  fold  of  the  posterior 
vaginal  arch,  close  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  in  the  form 
of  small  knots  and  granulations.  In  three  cases  the  origin 
of  the  cancer  appeared  in  the  form  of  small  red  granulated 
condyloma,  like  flat  out-growths  at  the  border  of  the  ante- 
rior or  posterior  lip  of  the  os.  In  one  of  these  cases  he  re- 
commended  the  patient  to  have  the  part  excised,  but  she 
delayed  too  long,  and  died  from  fully  developed  cancer 
uteri.     In  the  two  other  cases  he  removed  the  diseased 

1)art  witli  tlie  ecraseur,  and  then  applied  Vienna  paste  free- 
y;  both  these  patients  recovered  completely.  Microscop* 
ical  examinatfon  of  the  tumours  showed  that  they  were  of 
cancerous  nature.  The  post-mortem  examination  showed 
that  in  miiny  cases  secondary  cancerous  deposits  had  taken 
place  in  the  liver,  pleura,  peritoneum,  lungs,  kidneys,  thy- 
roid gland,  bones,  stomach,  and  brain.  Hereditary  influ- 
ence does  fiot^  he  thinks,  play  so  important  a  part  as  is 
comniouly  attributed  to  it  in  the  development  of  cancer. 
He  only  obtained  certain  evidence  of  cancer  in  the  family 
in  13  out  of  65  cases.  Ho  is  not  able  to  corroborate  the 
statement  made  by  certain  French  writers  that  early  men- 
struation predisposes  to  cancer,  nor  does  he  find  it  true  that 
very  frequent  delivery  favors  its  occurrence*  He  thinks 
however,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  intercourse  with 
men  suffering  with  syphilis  or  its  consequences  has  a  tend- 
ency to  produce  it.  Widows  were  often  the  victims  of  it, 
though  tlieir  husbands  may  not  have  shown  other  signs  of 
syphilis  or  gonorrhcea  than  stricture;  and  not  un frequently 
the  cancer  developed  on  second  marriage.  Cancer  is  well 
knowTi  to  be  a  disease  more  common  in  great  towns  than 
in  t<mall,  or  in  the  open  country.  In  reference  to  treat- 
ment, it  is  important  to  distinguish  between  cancer  uteri 
and  the  granular  erosion  of  endometritis  colli,  as  well  as 
certain  chronic  inflammations  of  the  uterus  after  abortion, 
in  which  the  vaginal  wall  is  thickened,  infiltrated,  dense, 
and  the  lips  adlierent  to  one  another.  In  these  conditions, 
attention  and  proper  treatment  by  cauterization,  etc.,  may 
often  bring  about  a  cure.     In  true  cancer  uteri  removal 
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can  only  prodoce  a  cure  when  the  growth  is  very  small  and 
limited  to  ooe  lip.  The  section  mast  take  place  through 
healthy  parts,  and  after  several  days'  delay  the  wound 
must  be  freely  touched  with  Vienna  paste.  Recently  the 
use  of  the  knife,  scissors  guillotine,  and  of  the  ecraseur, 
with  the  use  of  the  sharp  spoon,  have  been  much  vaunted, 
but  it  frequently  returns  after  such  operations,  as  it  does 
after  the  application  of  the  actual  cautery,  the  gas-burner, 
or  the  galvano'caustic  instrutoent.  The  destruction  of  the 
growth  by  chemical  means,  such  as  caustic  potash,  Vienna 
paste,  hydrochloric  acid,  or  chloride  of  zinc,  subdues  for  a 
time  the  haamorrhages  and  the  pain ,  but  do  not  prevent 
relapses.  Injections  of  nitrate  of  silver  or  bromine  into 
the  tumour  are  useless.  In  regard  to  palliative  treatment^ 
the  watery  mucous  secretions  are  best  treated  by  injections 
of  solutions  of  sulphate  of  alum  or  copper;  against  haemorr- 
hage, injections  of  cold  water  with  solution  of  tannin,  or 
with  diluted  liquor  ferri  may  be  employed,  or  tannin  in 
powder  may  be  scattered  over  5t,  or  aqua  creasoti  thrown 
in,  or  plunging  with  hut  dipped  in  solution  of  tannin  used; 
and  when  there  is  much  stench,  creasote-water,  permanga- 
nate of  potash  in  solution ,  and  chlorine  may  be  applied. 
Chlorate  of  potash,  in  solutions  containing  one  part  in  16, 
is  very  serviceable.  To  relievo  the  pain,  morphia  or  opium 
or  chloral  must  be  given.  A  not  unfrequent  complication, 
pydronephrosis  of  one  or  both  sides,  causing  considerable 
diminution  in  the  flow  of  urine,  and  secondary  complica- 
tions, he  treats  with  small  doses  of  iodide  of  potassium. 
In  thromboses  of  the  femoral  vein,  he  applies  cloths  wetted 
with  lead  lotion  and  woolen  covering.  Peritonitis  he 
treats  with  cold  or  hoi  poultices,  (Berliner  Wochetisvkrift^ 
28,  1873,  and  Der  Praktische  Ariz,  No,  10,  1873.) 


The  Cause  of  Similarity  in  Twias. 


Dr.  J-  F.  Bird,  of  Philadelphia,  writes  :  It  has  long  been 
my  purpose  to  call  the  attention  of  physiologists  and  medi* 
cal  practitioners  to  the  consideration  of  the  probable  causes 
of  the  fac-siraile  representation  of  twins*  It  is  a  question 
of  considerable  interest,  that  twins  should*  so  frequently  be 
80  much  alike  that  even  their  parents  can  scarcely  know 
the  one  from  the  other,  whilst  other  persons  cannot  at  all 
determine  which  is  ''Mmnie^*  and  which  is  '*Besaie.^'    In 
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tny  experience^  and  that  *extend8  to  t\  number  of  well- 
marked  cases  during  a  period  of  over  thirty  yeari^,  I  liave 
inviiriably  found  that  wlien  Uv'um  are  contained  in  the  same 
sac  and  sustained  by  the  same  placenta,  they  have  always 
had  u  slavish  resemblance  to  each  other  ;  whilst  tliose  con- 
tained in  different  sacs  and  sustained  by  different  pla- 
centa are  as  unlike  as  children  born  of  the  same 
parents  at  different  periods,  howeVer  remote.  This 
hypothesis  is  sustained,  not  only  by  actual,  positive 
and  repeated  observation,  but  by  inquiries  made  of  other 
observers.  Im  one  family  there  are  two  cases  of  twins. 
The  first  pair  were  contained  in  the  same  sac  of  waters  and 
are  exactly  alike;  the  other  pair  were  delivered  from  differ- 
ent sacs  and  are  no  rnore  alike  than  are  the  other  children. 
I  delivered  a  case  also  of  triplets.  Each  child  was  in  a 
separate  sac  and  neither  resembled  the  other  purticularly. 
Let  these  observations  go  to  the  curious  or  speculative 
members  of  the  profession  for  what  they  are  worth.  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  theory  and  believe  that  close  observation 
will  establish  it  bevond  contradictioa. —  Medical  Record* 


The  Influence  of  Posturb  on  *' Presystolic  '^  Car- 
diac Murmurs. — The  influence  of  po^^ture  in  altering  or 
removing  cardiac  murmurs,  forms  the  subject  of  a  valuable 

£aper  by  W*  R.  Gowers,  M,  D.,  in  The  Fraciiiioner  for 
December,  1873.  Dr.  Gowers  states  that  several  cases 
have  corae  under  his  notice  in  which,  after  a  careful  and 
skilled  examination  in  the  erect  posture,  a  heart  has  been 
declared  free  from  murmur,  when,  had  the  patient  been 
made  to  lie  down,  a  bruit  would  have  been  heard,  wbicb 
could  not  have  been  overlooked.  He  believes  that,  in  most 
iuBtanceH  the  murmur  which  precedes  the  first  sound,  and 
IB  commonly  rep^arded  as  characteristic  of  mitral  obstruc- 
tion, is  both  louder  and  longer  in  the  recumbent  than  in 
the  erect  posture,  and  that  in  many  instancen,  more  fre- 
quently than  in  the  case  of  any  other  cardiac  murmur  due 
to  an  organic  cause,  it  may  be  hoard  in  one  posture  and 
not  in  anothei — may  be  loud  when  the  patient  is  lying 
down,  and  inaudible  when  he  is  stantling  up.^ — Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Simfical  Journal. 


Anger  begins  with  folly  and  ends  with  repentance. 
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Editorial* 

OUB  HEALTH  RESORTS. 


Paso  de  Robles  Hot  Springs. 


Physical  indiaposition  compelled  ii8,  a  few  weeks  ago,  to 
seek  a  change  of  climate  and  scenery^  and  we  turned 
our  face  towards  the  hot  springs  of  San  Luis  Obispo 
Connty,  of  which  we  bad  heard  much,  but  which  we  had 
never  visited*  These  springs  may  be  approached  from 
San  Francisco  by  either  overland  or  sea  travel,  being  in 
the  one  case  twenty-four  hours  and  in  the  other  forty-five 
or  fifty  from  Sail  Francisco. 

The  springs  are  situated,  as  their  name  implies*  in  h 
"pass"  of  the  mountains^  and  immediately  on  the  banks  of 
the  Salinas  River.  The  ranch  on  which  they  are  located 
is  thickly  studded  with  the  most  beautiful  oaks,  and  the 
scenery  surrounding,  if  not  grand,  is  exceeding  picturesque 
and  beautiful. 

The  buildings  are  so  located  as  to  be  convenient  to  the 
principal  or  main  spring — the  plunge  bath  ;  whilst  the 
mud  bath  is  some  two  miles  distant  over  a  charming  road 
for  driving  or  riding  horseback. 

The  hotel  is  admirably  conducted  and  presided  over  by 
Messrs.  James  &  Blackburn,  or  their  manager,  Mr.  Dunn, 
than  whom  no  gentlemen  can  be  found  naore  genial  in  dis- 
position and  indefatigable  in  their  exertions  to  secure  to 
the  guests  of  the  establishment  every  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment. 

The  resident  physician,  Dr.  Aylette,  is  kind,  attentive 
and  efficient  as  the  professional  advisor  of  the  place,  being 
always  pleasant  and  encouraging  in  his  manner  towards 
the  sick,  which  at  once  secures  their  confidence  and  effec- 
tion. 

The  village  (if  such  it  can  be  called)  consists  of  the  hotel 
some  dozen  small  cottages,  bet^ides  two  larger,  one  of 
the  capacity  of  twenty  or  more  persons  j  a  large  store,  in 
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which  anything  from  a  nail  to  a  mowing  machine,  or  from 
a  yard  of  tape  to  a  silk  firess,  may  be  had,  presided  over 
by  its  agreeable  proprietors  ;  a  stage  office,  telegraph 
office,  United  States  poatothce,  stable  (livery),  laundry  and 
bath-houses,  arranged  for  both  males  and  females ;  to  all 
of  which  may  be  added  the  the  new  dining-room  building:, 
intended  for  the  use  of  tourists  or  families  who  are  not 
invalids. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  much  has  been  accomplished 
towards  makiTig  this  a  most  desirable  place  of  resort, 
whether  for  the  nabob  or  the  sick  man. 

During  our  stay,  which  was  delightfully  passed,  we  had 
an  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the  thermal  as  well  as 
the  medicinal  qualities  of-  the  water,  and  we  are  free  to 
state  that,  whilst  the  temperature,  either  for  bathing  or 
drinking,  is  in  no  wi^e  disagreeable,  the  various  salts  held 
in  solution  are  such  as  to  make  the  waters  of  this  spring 
all  that  could  be  desired  in  the  treatment  of  various  dis- 
eases both  of  the  skin  and  blood. 

We  herewith,  for  the  information  of  our  readers  who 
have  had  neither  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  place  nor 
of  seeing  any  account  of  its  waters,  append  an  analysis  and 
briefly  notice  the  affections  in  the  treatment  of  which  it 
has  been  found  serviceable.  : 

Temperature^  llO"^  Fahrenheit. 

OzMO  Imperial  Gallon  oontamn — 

Free  Catbonic-Aoid  GaJs..., 10*50 

SulpHureted  Hydrogen  Gas ,  «...  . .  4.55 

Sulphate  of  Lime,...  .., 3.21 

Sulphate  of  PotasBa 88 

Sulphate  of  Soda  > 7.85 

Per-Oxide  of  Iron ..,..., 88 

Almnina « .  * 22 

Silica... .44 

Bi-Garbonaie  of  Magnesia 02 

Bi-Carbon»t«  of  Soda 50.74 

Chlerideof  Sodium— Common  Salt.,, 27.18 

Iodine  and  Bromidefif  traces  only ......... 

Organio  Matter ,  ,.,.,,.  .... * ,   1,84 

Total  Solid  Contentt  per  Gallon 93.44 
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MEDICAL  SPRINGS,    PASO    DE  ROBLES. 

Temperature,  122^  Fahmihdt. 

One  Imperial  Gfi^llon  oont&ins — 

Sulphureted  Hydroffen  Gna 8»28 

Carbonic- Acid  UaB 47.84 

Sulphat©  of  Lime ....  ,.. .17.90 

8ul jihate  of  FoU«Ba,  traces 

Sulpljtiteof  Soda 41,11 

Silica. ..,. 1,11 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia . .  . . 3.10 

Carbonate  of  i:k>da ......  ....  .... 5.21 

(Jhloride  of  Sodium .96.48 

Organic  Matter 3,47 

There  are  also  several  cold  springs  on  the  plaee,  one  of 
which  is  decidedly  chalybeate  j  whilst  the  temperature  of 
tlie  hottest  spring  is  140^. 

Prom  a  careful  examltiution  of  these  waters  and  their 
effects,  we  arrived  at  tiie  conclusiioQ  that  they  are  distinctly 
alterative,  laxative  and  diuretic,  and  consequently  are  inval- 
uable in  the  treatment  of  sypbiliB^  rheumatism^  mercurial 
poison  and  the  varinu8  diBeasea  of  the  skin.  We  have 
witnoflsed  some  marvelouj*  results  in  cases  of  secondary 
syphilis  and  rheumatism,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that 
with  proper  attention  to  diet,  dyspepsia  may  be  successfully 
treated  through  the  use  of  these  waters. 

The  laxative  effect  of  these  waters  is  not  so  great  aa 
many  other  celebrated  springs,  which,  in  our  judgment,  is 
a  recommendation;  whilst  the  alterative, diuretic  and  tonic 
effects  are  more  marked  than  in  the  use  of  almost  any  of 
the  foreign  spring  waters  of  celebrity. 

Taking  these  facts  and  figures  into  consideration,  together 
with  the  superior  accommodations  offered  and  kind  atten- 
tion  extended,  we  feel  justified  iu  saying  that  the  Paso  de 
Robles  Springs  present  at  this  time  greater  attractions  to 
invalids  (suffering  from  the  diseases  t«  which  the  waters 
are  adapted)  and  the  tourist  than  any  similar  place  of  resort 
in  the  United  States  ;  and  therefore  we  earnestly  call  the 
attention  of  our  readers  to  the  facts  so  briefly  and  imper- 
fectly stated,  and  ask  that  they  shall  be  well  considered* 
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Sycophancy  and  the  Guillotine  Again. 


That  astute  body,  the  '*  Board  of  Health  '^  has  under- 
gone another  change.  One  more  member  has  died  throogh 
the  **  Statute  of  Limitatian  "  of  office,  and  the  executive  of 
the  State  again  has  exercised  that  rigjd  T^'hich  is  vested  in 
him,  to  do  as  he  pleases  in  appointing  one  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

Without  discussing  Ihe  merits  of  the  appointment  or 
appoiuteei  we  will  say  that  **  consistency  is  a  jewel"  pos- 
sefised  by  but  few,  and  when  the  old  members  (excepting 
one)  and  the  new  member  turned  their  eyes  up  and  de- 
clared that  the  head  of  Dr.  Mears  had  to  drop^  but  not 
thruugh  political  reason,  they  (as  will  be  seen  by  their 
afteraction)  atultified  themselves,  for  after  the  decapitation 
they  passed  complimentary  resolutions  commending  his 
efficiency  as  an  officer.  He  was  eOScieii^  and  was  laboring 
under  no  political  disability^  and  the  lame  reason  oEFered 
for  the  act  was  that  he  had  held  the  position  of  Quarantine 
Officer  long  enough. 

It  18  said  that  a  poor  excuse  is  better  than  none,  but  we 
are  of  opinion  that  no  excuse  should  have  been  given  un- 
less it  had  been  a  truthful  one,  which  we  declare  this 
one  to  have  not  been.  Why  is  it  that  men  will  forget  that 
they  are  men  and  act  as  with  fear  of  offending  some  one? 

A  certain  correspondence  passed  between  the  new  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  and  a  leading  merchant,  the  one  request^ 
ing  that  Dr.  Mears  be  retained,  but  the  *'  war  whoop  ** 
was  raised  by  the  member.  Dr.  Mears  had  not  worn  the 
**blae"  during  the  late  unpleasantness  and  for  this  reason 
off  must  come  his  head.  We  might  add  that  the  same 
argnment  should  apply  to  the  member. 

Will  this  excessively  loyal  gentleman  never  allow  the 
**war  cry"  to  die?  w^ill  he  with  others  insist  upon  fight- 
ing this  croel  war  over  again  annually,  or  will  he  not  be 
admonished;  does  he  not  know  that  it  is  finished,  and  will 
he  not  permit  us  to  admonish  him  to  the  effect  that  no 
good  results  from  the  constant  harping  on  the  war  ?    We 
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ought  now  at  least  to  forget  that  we  had  ever  been  divided; 
we  ought  to  be  once  more  brothers,  and  if  either  of  us 
have  erred  let  ua  exercise  that  Christian  spirit  of  forgive- 
ness which  becomes  an  enlightened  people* 

In  the  official  acts  of  our  Board  in  future  when  reasons 
for  action  are  required  let  each  member  recall  for  hm  guid- 
ance the  story  of  George  Washington  and  the  cherry  tree. 

Let  such  of  the  Board  as  are  exquitsitely  loj'al,  remember 
that  the  war  is  over,  and  that  the  following  aanouncement 
has  been  made  through  the  daily  preaa  : 

New  York,  May  5ih. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  here  to-night,  it  ^vas  agreed  not  to  discriminate 
between  Union  and  Confederate  soldiers'  graves  on  Deco- 
ration Dav, 


California  State  Medical  Society, 


The  fourth  session  of  the  State  Society  was  held  on  the 
15th  and  16th  of  April.  A  fair  representation  of  tbe  pro- 
fession was  present-  The  Annual  Address  of  the  Presi- 
deat  appeared  in  our  May  number.  Many  very  creditable 
papers  were  read  and  the  session  was  conducted  and  con- 
cluded in  harmony.  Dr,  Brown  of  the  Navy  was  elected 
President  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  is  we  believe  the 
first  instance,  where  a  member  of  the  medical  corps  of 
the  United  States  Navy  has  been  selected  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  a  Stat©  Society, 

Dr.  Brown  has  for  many  years,  with  some  short  inter- 
missions, been  attached  to  the  Navy  Yard  at  Mare  Island 
and  has  endeared  himself  to  the  whole  profession  on  the 
Coast  through  his  urbanity  of  manner  and  uniform  zeal 
in  the  profession  of  which  he  is  an  honored  member. 

The  meeting  was  concluded  with  a  banquet  at  the  Lick 
House,  at  which  Dr.  R.  Beverly  Cole  presided  in  behalf  of 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
John  F.  Morse,  who  was  prevented  from  being  present  in 
consequence  of  sickness. 


A  New  and  Valuable  Oalirornia  Invention. 
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The  usual  toasts  were  offered  by  the  Chair,  which  were 
responded  to  in  good  taste  by  those  called  upon,  and  at  a 
late  hour  the  company  separated  with  good  feeling  towards 
each  other  and  the  workl  at  large. 


A  New  and  Valuable  California  Invention. 


Mrs.  Ella  N.  Gaillard  of  tliis  city,  a  sister  of  Dr, 
Charles  F,  Neilson^  formerly  of  the  U.  8.  Army,  has  re- 
cently invented  and  patented  the  most  ingenioys  and  per- 
fect instrument  in  the  shape  of  a  needle^  extant^ 

It  consists  of  a  straight  (but  may  be  made  curved) 
needle,  the  head  of  which  is  drilled  longitudinally,  with  a 
screw  thread  made  along  the  drilled  portion,  so  that  when 
silk  or  cotton  is  used  it  is  but  necessary  to  wax  the  end  of 
the  thread  and  screw  it  by  a  rotary  motion  of  the  thumb  and 
index  finger  into  the  opening  made  by  the  drilL  When 
wire  is  used  by  the  surgeon  it  is  but  necessary  to  intro- 
duce the  extremity  of  the  suture  into  the  same  appara- 
tus and  with  the  same  motion  fix  it  firmly.  Of  all  little 
things,  this  is  the  greatest  in  point  of  utility  and  general 
usefulness  that  it  has  ever  been  our  privilege  to  examine. 

Equally  useful  in  the  sewing  room  of  our  families  and 
the  surgery  of  practitioners  ;  applicable  to  every  conceiv- 
able operation  in  surgery  in  which  a  needle  is  called  into 
play  and  yet  so  simple  in  its  plan,  construction  and  use,  aa 
to  lead  us  to  inquire  of  ourselves  why  we  had  not  thought 
of  it  before. 

The  lucky  inventress  of  this  invaluable  little  instrument 
id  likely  to  realize  a  fortune  and  certainly  deserves  one 
from  the  sale  of  it. 

The  inventor  of  a  simple  curve  in  the  needle  used  with 
sewing  machines,  realized,  it  is  said,  a  fortune  of  half  a 
million  dollars  from  his  invention,  and  yet  the  sphere  of 
usefulness  of  the  *' sewing  machine  needle"  is  limited 
when  compared  with  that  of  this  new  needle.  The  inven- 
tion, emanating  as  it  does  from  a  lady,  speaks  strongly  in 
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behalf  of  the  capacity  aud  genius  of  womau,  and  we 
opine  will  stimulate  otliers  of  her  sex  to  try  themselrea  in 
the  same  or  some  similar  direction*  Try  it  again,  Mad- 
ame Gaillard  1  though  you  have  given  ua  an  exhibiti,ou  of 
your  ateel  and  sharpness,  yet  we  can  stand  a  little  mure  of 
like  utilit3^ 

The  name  by  which  the  invention  is  known  is  the 
**  Eureka  Needle,"  and  we  understand  from  it^  fair  author 
that  within  the  next  month  they  will  be  on  sale  in  the  city. 

It  is  Tieedless  for  us  to  add  more  than  to  recommend  the 
profession  to  at  once  give  it  a  trial. 


We  notice  that  a  contemporary,  the  Pacific  Medical  ami 
Surgical  JournaL  has  concluded  that  the  Lancet  is  gaining 
ground,  and,  in  the  hope  of  staying  its  progress,  reduces 
its  (the  Journal's)  price  from  Jfve  to  three  dollars  a  year. 
This  is  a  vain  hope  in  which  our  friend  indulges;  the  Lan- 
cet will  continue  to  grow  in  spite  of  competition. 

We  regret  that  the  editors  of  the  Pacific  Journal 
should  be  called  upon  to  sustain  so  great  a  loss  aa  must 
result  from  this  reduction  o{  forty  per  ceiit,^  yet  we  canDOt 
help  it,  and  can  only  extend  our  sympathy  in  the  extremity 
to  which  they  are  driven* 

We  are  glad,  however,  to  have  our  influence  recognized, 
as  exemplitied  in  this  change  of  base* 


We  must  apologize  to  our  readers  for  the  meagreness  of 
the  Editorial  Department  of  this  number  of  the  Laticei^ 
Sickness  and  a  pressure  of  original  matter  must  serve  as 
our  excuse. 

The  truth  is  that  the  Lancet  i^  growing  so  rapidly  in 
favor  that  much  matter  of  interest  has  each  month  to  be 
carried  over,  yet  we  court  this  favor  and  promise  that  all 
articles  of  merit  shall  be  attended  to,  and  invite  our  breth- 
ren to  send  in  their  contributions,  with  the  Eissurance  that 
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thotigli  they  may  not  find  niom  in  the  issue  of  the  month 
ill  which  they  are  sent,  yet  the  following  issues  will  pro- 
diice  them* 

Hence  we  say  to  such  as  have  industry — and  all  should 
have — write  up  your  cases  of  interest  and  send  them  for- 
ward. 


State  Board  of  Health. 

Abstract  firom  the  Reports  of  Deaths  and  their  OaiiBea  in  the  followmg 
Oitiee  and  Towne  in  Oalifomia,  Pebmai^r  1874. 


ornsB  AVD  Towjfe. 


San  Francisco 
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Stockton  ,,,..,,.,, 

Marysville. ........ 
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Orovillt?   , ,  ... 
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I  Hanta  Cru«  .  , . .  .  • 
I  Suiisun,  Fairfiold.  * . . 

I  Culiiaa. , . 

I  Trinity  ( 'oanty  . . ... 

Eaoia  Barlmra«...... 

^  RtHtwood  City  .,,..< 

Sail  Aodreaa 

Aubtiru. 

Tiilar»i  County 

I  Siifkiyou  County 

Ion*?  City... 

^  Placer  County    . .    . . 
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3i    0 
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0    0 
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0  Dr.  E.  A.  Kunkler, 

0  Dr.  T.C,  Stockton. 

1  Dr.  J.  M,  Vance. 
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0  Or,  C.  L.  Anderson. 
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1  Dr.  Luke  Hobinson, 
. ,  Dr,  J,  C.  Montague. 
0  Dr.  C.  B.  Batea. 

_     0  Dr.  Kirkpatrick. 

01    0  Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson, 
..      .  Dr.  A.  S.  Dubois. 
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0  OjDr,  Daniel  Ream. 
. .  I  . .  [County  Recorder. 
, .  1  . .  County  Recorder. 

0    0,Dr.  J.  J.Sawyur. 
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Miscellaneous* 


Semarks.—We  have  to  reinhid  our  correspondenta  of 
the  importance  of  being  more  pniictnal  with  their  contri- 
butions. TUq  frequent  breaks  in  these  reports,  while 
detracting  from  their  Bvmmetry  and  immediate  value, 
necestjitate  considerable  trouble,  in  s-njiplying  the  omis- 
slons,  when  making  up  otir  annuHl  tables.  We  also  beg 
leave  to  call  attention  to  the  suggestions  made  iti  the 
March  number  of  this  journal,  respecting  the  sickness 
rates.  A  little  careful  recording  of  cases  in  the  smaller 
towns  would  not  only  enable  us  to  ascertain  the  relative 
mortality  of  any  given  disease,  but  would  also  aflford  us 
the  means  of  estimating,  with  a  near  approach  to  cer- 
tainty, the  proportion  of  persons  constantly  sick  through- 
out the  State,  We  will  likewise  thankfully  receive  in- 
formation of  any  kind  relating  to  sanitary  matters  or 
Bickneas  from  every  source, 

Thomas  M.  Logan, 
Permanent  Secretarv  State  Board  of  Health, 


Filth  without  Fever. 


Dr.  Dudgeon,  who  has  titid  abundant  opportuiiities  for 
observing  the  sanitary  condition  of  Pekin,  Cluna,  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  of  cholera  among  the  Chinese,  re- 
ports as  fallows  concerning  that  city  : 

**  Dr,  Dudgeon  refers  to  the  filthy  condition  of  that  city — 
a  condition  of  which,  he  says,  people  in  the  West  can  form 
no  notion,  for  the  sniellsdeiy  description — ^in  regard  to  the 
wonderful  immurdty  of  the  inhabitants  from  fevers.  If 
bad  smells  sdone  created  fevers,  ttiere  ouglit  to  be  no  im- 
munity from  these  diseases.  The  police  and  scavengers 
are  among  the  healthiest  and  most  robust  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  the  beggars  who  congregate  in  the  very  centers 
of  pollution,  contesting  with  the  dogs,  priority  of  claim  to 
the  refuse  of  the  dunghills,  survive  and  llourish,  and  most 
of  them — at  least  the  strictly  professional  ones — look  fat 
and  sleek.  The  sanitary  k'gislatitm  of  Western  cities,  he 
says,  is  based  ujion  the  one  idea  that  disagreeable  and  of- 
fensive odors  are  necessarily  deleterious  to  health.  The 
condition  and  mortality  of  Pekin,  I  think,   would  seem 
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rather  to  explode  this  belief.  The  removal  of  night  soil 
may  be  consider erl  most  destructive  to  health  ;  yet  here, 
there  being  no  system  for  currying  off  sewerage  or  scouring 
drains,  the  entire  night-soil  of  the  city  is  transported  during 
the  day,  through  the  mo^t  crowded  and  sometimes  narrow 
thoroughfares.  Wo  are  obliged  to  pass  certain  localities 
at  all  times  with  closed  nostrils,  while  hundreds  of  people 
continually  live  in  and  around  and  above  these  open  cess- 
pools, and  yet  manage  to  look  well  and  health}^.  Many 
diseases  prevail  here,  as  in  the  West,  witliout  the  agency 
of  this  reputed  cause,  noxious  odors :  and  the  causes  exist 
at  all  times  here  without  prodaeing  such  diseases/' — ^an- 
mt—Civcinnati  Medical  Neim. 


Bank  Ifeuieurs* 


A  Manual  OF  Toxicolo(;y:     Including  the  Conaideration 
of  the  Nature,  Property,  Effects  and  Means  of  Detec- 
tion  of  Poisons,    more    especinlly    in    their   Medico- 
Legal  Relations,     By  John  J,  Reese,  M,  D.,  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Toxicology  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.     Philadelphia: 
J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.;  San  Francisco:  A,  Romaa  A 
Co. 
The  work  before  us  is  a  complete  treatise  on  toxicology^ 
a  science  upon  which  much  has  in  late  years  been  written, 
but  which   is  very  indifferently  studied  by  either  student 
or  practitioner. 

The  chapters  on  **  Post-Morteoi  Imbibition  of  Poisons  " 
and  on  the*' Duties  and  Privileges  of  Medical  Experts*^ 
treat  of  very  impoiitant  subjects,  which  are  admirably  ban* 
died  by  the  author. 

Perhaps  no  more  important  questions  to  the  profession 
could  have  engaged  his  attention  or  so  deserve  perusal. 

The  reputation  of  Dr.  Reese  as  a  toxicologist  and 
teacher  in  this  department  would  necessarily  secure  for 
the  book  a  large  sale,  but  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  book 
is  to  be  found  in  its  pages,  the  matter  of  which  is  so  agree- 
ably presented  as  to  relieve  it  of  that  dryness  that  so  gen- 
erally characterizes  books  of  the  kind. 
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PBOCEBDINflS  OP  THE  AllEBlCAN  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIA- 
tion at  the  twenty-first  annual  meeting,  held  in 
Richmond,  Virginia,  September,  1873, 

The  transactiona  of  this  society  comes  to  us  in  a  shape 
that  is  at  once  noticeable  and  i^^ives  evidence  of  the  indae- 
try  tliat  characterises  ite  members — a  voliinie  of  some  seven 
hundred  and  odd  pages,  filled  with  interesting  and  impor- 
tant contributions  to  the  art  of  pharmacy, 

Wej  however,  regret  to  observe  that  one  of  the  voluntary 
articleB,  from  the  pen  of  one  Benjamin  Li  Hard,  of  Nashville, 
is  voted  a  disquisition  on  **  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy.'^  It 
is  evidently  written  without  either  consideration  or  care, 
and  is  distinguished,  if  fur  an3'thirig,  for  stupidit3\  Such 
an  article  should  never  huve  been  permitted  to  appear  in 
what,  as  a  whole,  may  be  considered  a  valuable  book* 

Several  contributions  are  from  the  pen  of  Squibb,  well 
kuown  throughout  the  country  as  a  devotee  to  the  science 
and  art  of  pimrraacy  ;  whilst  Marsch  and  many  other 
names  equally  w<j11  known  have  materially  aided  in  making 
up  the  intrinsically  valuable  matter  of  the  volume. 


Annual  Keport  of  the  Supervising  Siirgeon  op  the 
Marine-Hospital  Service  of  the  United  States,  for 
THE  Fiscal  Year  1873. 

This  report  is  presented  in  a  neat  shape,  being  a  bound 
volume  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  page^,  but  contains  little 
of  interest  save  a  case  of  "Doiible  Diaphragmatic  Hernia," 
reported  by  Dr.  Muior,  of  Port  Townsend,  W.  T.  The 
remainder  of  the  book  is  made  up  principally  of  an  account 
of  yellow  fever,  and  what  appears  to  us  clap  trap  nonsense 
pertaining  to  the  construction  of  Marine  Hospitals. 

The  author  evidently  has  **  pavilion^'  on  the  brain,  and 
gives  very  little  proof  of  having  enjoyed  much  observation 
in  the  direction  of  hospitals  ;  yet  perhaps  he  is  in  a  meas- 
ure excusable,  since  the  mass  of  self-made,  and  poorly  made 
at  that,  surgeons  employed  during  the  late  war  are  of  the 
opinion  that  nothing  is  admissible  in  the  plans  of  hospitals 
but  the  pavilion. 


THE 

WESTEEE"  LANCET: 

A  JOUBNAL  OF 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SCIENCE. 

FOR  JUNE,  1874. 


©rigiaal  ©ammumcatiaas* 

A  Case  of  Talipes  Equinus  following  a  Neglected  Sprain 
of  the  Left  Ankle— Section  of  the  Tendo  Achillis— 
Complete  Recovery  from  the  Deformity. 


BY  CHARLES  B.  BBIGHAM,  M.D.,  HARV.,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


T.  M.  »t.  41— In  the  Fall  of  1870,  the  patient,  in  walk- 
ing op  stairs,  slipped  and  wrenched  his  left  foot.  He  ex- 
perienced considerable  pain  on  each  side  of  the  ankle,  but 
there  was  no  swelling  of  the  part.  Instead  of  remaining 
at  rest  for  a  few  days,  he  continued  his  work,  and  as  Win- 
ter came  on,  he  walked  long  distances  in  the  snow.  In 
addition  to  pain  a  swelling  appeared  roand  the  ankle.  Some 
eight  months  after  the  injury,  the  patient  noticed  that  he 
walked  on  the  toes  of  the  injured  foot,  rather  than  upon 
the  entire  solo.  The  heel  would  not  touch  the  ground 
without  some  difficulty  ;  so  a  thickness  of  leather  wa« 
added  to  the  boot-heel.  At  the  end  of  a  year  he  was 
obliged  to  add  over  an  inch  to  this  thickness.     Becoming 
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alarmed  at  the  serious  impeHiment  to  his  walking,  he  fric- 
tioned  the  foot  with  oil,  mid  gave  it  prolonged  cold  bathp- 
This  treatment  relieved  the  pain,  but  the  deformity  woh 
steadily  increasing.  He  coiisiiUed  a  phy^^ieian,  who  put  a 
eeton  in  front  of  the  aid%lc,  and  this  style  of  treatment  wmn 
cpntinued  t^everal  oionihs  without  muterinl  benefit*  He 
was  obliged  to  add  to  the  bootdieel  to  &uch  an  extent  that, 
at  the  expiration  of  rhree  years,  the  left  heel  was  raised 
from  the  ground  a  distance  of  three  and  a  half  inches* 
Upon  examinatiop,  it  was  found  impossible  to  bring  the 
foot  to  ita  natural  position,  even  while  tlie  patient  w^as 
under  eh !o reform*  On  stretching  the  foot  and  pressing 
on  the  tendo  achillii?,  there  was  an  acute  pain  felt  along- 
the  dorsum  of  the  foot  and  at  the  point  of  prewRure. 
The  movement  in  the  ankle-joint  was  8urh  a^i  to  warrant 
the  supposition  that  the  joint  wa^  henllliy.  In  the  tarsn>s» 
however,  there  w^aaa  general  thickening  of  the  bones^  su(*b 
as  might  occur  after  a  dry  artliritia  of  that  region.  The 
operation  of  dividiftg  the  tendo  aebillis  wai?  decided  upon 
and  performed"  on  the  19th  of  March,  1874,  Dr.  W.  T, 
Wyeth,  assisting.  The  knife  was  inserted  from  within 
outwards^  and  from  below  npw^ards;  a  bit  of  adIieBive 
plaster  waa  placed  over  the  puncture  ;  the  foot  came  read- 
ily  into  place,  once  the  tendon  was  divided.  It  was  then 
restored  to  its  former  position  and  a  Snyre's  splint  applied. 
This  aplint  is  made  as  follows :  **  Cut  a  thin  board  (tlie  top 
of  a  cigar  box  answers  very  well)  in  the  shape  of  the  sole 
of  the  foot  which  is  to  be  dressed,  only  a  little  longer  and 
square  at  the  toe.  Then  take  a  piece  of  strong  moleskin 
adhesive  plaster  as  wide  as  the  board  and  long  euougrh  to 
cover  both  sides  of  the  same  and  to  reach  some  inches 
above  the  knee.  Apply  the  adhesive  side  of  the  plaster 
to  the  board,  commencing  at  the  anterior  extremity  of  the 
upper  surface  passing  backward  over  the  posterior  extrem- 
ity of  the  board  and  under  the  same  to  its  anterior  ex- 
tremity; the  remainder  of  the  strip  is  subsequently  to  be 
applied  to  the  anterior  surface  of  the  leg.  The  foot  is 
then  placed  on  the  board  A  and  secured  at  the  heel  by  « 
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strip  of  the  eutno  udhesive  plaster,  B  passed  over  the 
ankle  atKl  around  the  heel  part  of  the  board  and  addition* 
iillj  secured  by  a  well-adjusted  roller  which  also  extenda 
above  the  ankle*  The  foot  is  now  brought  to  its  natural 
position  arjd  the  adhesive  plaster  C  is  firmly  drawn 
up  and  secured  to  tlie  leg  by  a  continuation  of  the 
roller.  The  superfluous  extremity  is  to  bo  reversedi 
bringing  its  adhesive  surface  outward  and  the  rol- 
ler carried  back  over  it  will  he  more  firmly  retained 
in  position."*  The  patieut  experieueod  little,  if  any,  pain 
with  tliis  splint.  It  was  decided  to  perform  the  extension 
gradually,  and  day  hy  day  the  8trap  G  was  tightened  a  little, 
until  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  the  foot  wa^  in  a  good 
position  and  touched  the  ground  at  every  part.  One 
nnuilh  after  trie  operation,  the  splint  was  removed  and  the 
patient  w:is  directed  to  walk  with  crutches*  A  steady  ini* 
provement  in  the  strength  and  inutlon  of  the  foot  was  the 
result  of  tliis  exercise.  The  leg  wdiich,  before  the 
operation,  was  aomewhat  smaller  than  the  right,  now  re- 
gained its  size,  and  at  the  end  of  the  second  month  after 
tht?  op. -ration,  the  patient  could  walk  easily  and  well  with- 
out any  assistance.  Mnlgaigne/ni  his  Lecons  D'Orthopedic, 
records  a  similar  case  treated  by  M,  Guyon  by  an  appar- 
atus constantly  applied,  without  tenotomy  ;  but  he  agrees 
that  by  this  means  the  cure  is  never  enduring,  nud  that  as 
soon  as  the  bandage  is  removed,  the  heel  will  gradually 
slip  back  into  its  <dd  mal- position.  Repose  makes  no  dif- 
ference iti  the  detormity;  walking  only  increases  it.  Baths 
are  of  no  ultimate  service.  We  may,  indeed,  have  a  re- 
Upse  even  after  the  division  of  the  teH<lon,  but  this  opera- 
tion offers  the  best  chances  of  successful  treatment. 


A  pow-wow  doctress  in  Nazareth,  Pennsylvnrna,  recently 
undertook  *o  bleed  a  lady  for  an  epileptic  fit.  Unfortunately 
she  opened  an  artery  instead  of  a  vein  and  the  patient  <lied 
before  assistance  could  be  obtained. — Atlanta  Mediad  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

*PtacU«aJ  Muiiut  on  tlia  TrMtment  of  Club  Foot.    By  Lewlt  A,  Siyrft— pp.  SS  sad  99, 
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On  the  Communication  of  Syphilis  by  Vaccination. 


BY    A.    p.    HATXE,  M.    D.,  SAN    FRANCISCO. 


Tli0  attention  of  the  medical  world  lias  again  been  re- 
cently culled  to  the  clfinger  of  an  indiscrimiiuUe  and  care- 
leso  use  of  the  protective  power  of  vaccine  lymph,  by  tlie 
startling  report  of  Dr.  Hutchinson,  read  before  the  Royal 
Medical  and  Chirnrgieal  Society  of  London,  in  which  lje 
gives  a  history  of  four  series  of  cases  of  Vaccino-Syphilie, 
occurring  under  his  own  observation  within  tlio  hi.st  two 
yeors?. 

That  there  sliould  be  a  possibility  of  such  uu  unrt>rtuaiite 
occurrence,  would  of  itself  be  sufficient  to  awaken  intiuiry 
and  excite  discussion  as  to  the  prevention  of  so  deplorable 
a  result;  and  it  is  therefore,  with  no  misgivings  as  to  the 
untold  value  of  vaccination  as  a  sure  preventive  for  one  of 
the  most  loathsome  and  dangerous  diseases  to  which  human- 
ity is  liablei  that  we  have  thought  a  brief  review  of  Dr. 
Hutchinson's  report  and  a  few  practical  suggestions  of  our 
own,  might  not  be  without  interest  at  the  present  time* 

Tlie  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Hutchinson  extend  over  a 
period,  of  a  little  less  than  three  years,  viz  :  from  1870  to 
the  beginniiig  of  1873, 

In  the  first  series  two  out  of  twelve  (vaccinated  from  the 
same  child)  escape  Syphilitic  infection;  in  the  second,  out 
of  twenty-six  vaccinated^  more  than  one-half  escaped;  while 
in  the  third  and  fourth,  only  one  out  of  twelve  vaccinated 
from  each  vaccinifer,  is  known  to  have  been  sypliilised* 

In  view  of  this  startling  result^  no  wonder  the  editor  of 
the  London  Lancet  exclaims  that  these  facts,  **  possess  a 
great  but  melancholy  interest,  and  mark  a  new  and  very 
considerable  advance  towards  the  proof  that  Syj)hilis  may 
be  inocylated  during  the  process  of  vaccination/' 

That  there  could  be  no  question  as  to  the  true  nature  of 
the  infection,  as  observed  in  the  cases  reported,  was  estab* 
lished  beyond  peradventure,  not  only  by  the  development 
of  secondary  symptoms,  but  by  the  successful  results  of  a 
mercurial  treatment. 
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WImt  then,  npkR  Dr.  Hutcliinson»  are  we  to  infer  from 
these  facts?  Why  does  it  affect  some  and  not  others  vac- 
cinated from  the  same  tiiinted  source?  And  he  answer»; 
we  must  believe,  that  the  specific  poison  of  Syphilis  is 
either  not  contained  in  vaccine  lymph  at  all^  or  is  not  equally 
diffused  through  it. 

Another,  and  no  less  important  question  here  presents 
itself  in  this  investigation,  viz:  is  it  possible  to  convoy 
Syphilis  with  or  without  the  production  of  the  vaccine 
vesicle?  From  a  close  and  careful  scrutiny  of  the  cases 
reported  we  are  enabled  to  answer  these  questions  iu  a 
satisfactory  manner;  as  we  shall  now  propose  to  show. 

In  the  first  place,  the  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Hutchinson, 
establish  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt,  that  those  who  were 
vaccinated  from  the  pure  lyraph  as  it  escaped  from  tlie 
vesicle,  were  not  affected  with  Syphilis ;  and  secondly, 
that  in  those  who  were  affected,  the  draining  of  the  pushile 
or  vesicle  had  been  u^ed,  mixed  (as  Dr»  Hutchinson  thinks) 
with  more  or  less  colorless  exudation  of  blood. 

Here,  then,  we  have  an  important  fact,  and  one  from 
whieli  we  may  draw  much  practical  good — viz:  that  it  is 
always  dangerous  to  vaccinate  more  than  a  certain  number 
of  persons  from  one  vesicle — or  in  other  words,  never  to 
use  the  draining  or  weeping  of  a  pustnle. 

This  we  consider  the  practical  lesson  taught  by  the  cases 
reported,  and  the  first  step  in  the  direction  of  oor  future 
safety. 

Another  question,  however,  here  presents  itself,  and  one 
which  is  fraught  with  more  embarrassment  as  regards  its 
practical  solution,  viz  :  supposing  both  viruses  to  be  im- 
planted at  the  same  time,  what  will  he  the  result  ? 

The  answer  to  this  question,  according  to  the  report  al- 
ready referred  to,  is  easier  than  the  removal  of  the  evil  en- 
tailed. If,  says  Dr.  Hutchinson,  the  subject  be  suscepti- 
ble of  vaccination,  the  vesicle  goes  through  the  usual  phases 
and  heals,  and  nothing  more  happens,  until  the  end  of  a 
month,  when  the  scar  indurates  and  a  chancre  forms* 

In  some  few  casefi,  however,  he  adds,  the  **  vaccination 
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»ore  never  heals  at  all/'  and  in  tlreae  cases,  very  often,  tlie 
acab  often  obscures  the  true  character  of  the  chancre. 

Ill  these  cases  of  course,  the  harm  has  already  been  done, 
and  nothing  remains*  but  to  treat  the  inoculated  disease,  as 
we  would  any  caee  in  which  it  had  been  contracted  in  the 
uiitaral  manner. 

It  may  be  well  here  before  proceeding  farther,  to  de- 
scribe the  Vaccino-chancre,  as  seen  by  Dr.  Hatchinson,  aa 
it  differs  somewhat  from  that  of  daily  observation.  **It 
begins,  then,  as  a  little,  red,  firm,  glossy  tubercle,  which 
gradQuIij  increases  in  size  and  becomes  harder.  In  about 
H  fortnight  it  ulcerates,  the  sore  giving  off  very  little  dis- 
charge,  with  a  hard  btise  and  edges. *^ 

If  no  constitutional  treatment  be  resorted  to,  this  sore 
may  remain  open  for  months,  and  in  one  instance,  at  last 
assumed  a  phagedenic  appearance,  while  iti  others  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  inQammsitriry  elFurfion  at  the  base,  and 
much  prevalent  secretion  on  the  surface. 

The  foregoing  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  principal  points 
of  interest  contained  in  the  report  of  Dr*  Hutchinson*« 
cases,  and  although  they  elicited  considerable  discussion 
and  gave  rise  to  numerous  attempts  to  explain  them,  were 
generally  acknowledged  as  full  of  interest  and  worthy  of 
careful  future  observation  and  experiment. 

There  is,  however,  one  point  which  was  apparently  lost 
sight  of,  and  as  it  appears  to  uk  to  constitute  a  most  im- 
portant one,  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  we  propose 
to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  it,  before  bringing  tliis  paper 
to  a  conclusion. 

We  allude  to  the  general  practice  of  astng  the  scab  in 
vaccination. 

If,  as  seems  to  have  been  generally  admitted,  there  is 
not  only  a  possibility,  but  an  absolute  certainty,  that  syph- 
ilis may  be  communicated  by  using  the  draining  of  a  vac- 
cine pustule  on  the  arm  of  a  child  atfected  with  hereditary 
taint,  we  certainly  cannot  be  too  careful  in  the  mode  and 
manner  of  using  so  potent  a  benefit  for  the  protection  of 
the  rising  generation  as  well  as  testing  the  security  of 
those  who  apply  for  revacciunation. 
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It  seemg  to  us,  therorare,  that  the  adoption  of  some  pre- 
cautionary rules,  would  not  only  guard  against  accidents 
of  tlim  kind,  but  commend  themselvef?  to  tli©  consideration 
of  every  physician. 

For  the  accomplislmient  of  this  end,  we  would  suggest 
the  following,  viz.:  Firstly^  In  all  cases  to  vaccinate  from 
the  lymph  of  a  healthy  vesicle  in  preference  to  any  other 
nictliod  ;  Secondly,  In  no  case  to  use  such  lymph  after  it 
haa  ceuised  to  exude  freely  ;  Thirdly,  In  vaccinating  witli 
the  scab,  to  use  only  tliose  which  have  been  jSuiTered  to 
mature  and  drop  oflf  without  having  been  previously  opened 
at  all;  and  Fourthly ,  Never  to  use  a  scab  which  has  formed 
after  the  lymph  has  been  drawn  from  the  pustule.  To 
these  might  be  added  the  additional  precaution  of  renew- 
ing tlie  vaccine  from  the  heifer  from  time  to  time,  espe- 
cially during  a  pmall  pox  epidemic. 

There  can  he  no  question,  from  the  cases  reported,  that 
eyphilis  when  communicated  by  vaccination  is  transmitted 
through  the  agency  of  the  blood  or  sorum  globules  which 
exude  from  the  draining  of  an  emptied  vaccine  pustule. 
Hence  the  great  risk  we  run  in  using  a  scab  which  lui8 
matured  after  the  lymph  Inis  been  drawn  off,  and  which  is 
in  a  great  measure  composed  of  these  dangerous  elements. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  using  one  which  has  not  been  opened 
or  tampered  with,  wo  have  pure  lymph  only  in  a  solid 
form,  and  no  danger  can  be  apprehended  in  using  it. 

Whether  there  be  any  force  in  the  theory  of  delaying 
vaccination,  until  a  child  should  have  reached  six  months 
of  ago,  or  if  not  using  the  lymph  from  the  arm  of  first  born 
children,  until  subsequent  issue  shall  have  proved  the  ab- 
sence of  heriditary  taint,  we  are  not  prepared  to  say;  but 
in  regard  to  the  safety  of  using  lymph  only,  or  a  scab  from 
an  unopened  pustule,  our  convictions  are  positive,  and  we 
submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  profeasinn,  with  a 
view  of  drawing  moro  earuest  attention  to  this' important 
subject. 

It  ia  a  matter  of  vital  interest,  that  the  public  mind 
ahould  be  perfectly  satisfied  not  only  as  to  the  utility,  but 
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the  safety  of  vaccination  ;  and  asjlong  as  medical  men  arc 
careless,  or  aa  these  terrible  consequences  sometimcR  oc* 
cur,  we  cannot  be  too  careful  or  too  anxious,  lest  the  great 
discovery  of  Jeniier  be  called  into  question. 

As  there  is  no  one  who  is  a  more  firm  believer  in  the 
absolute  protection  of  vaccinnation,  tlian  ourselves,  so 
there  is  also,  no  one  who  would  more  willingly  use  his  ut- 
most endeavors  to  render  impossible  the  consequences 
which  the  discussion  of  this  subject  has  elicited. 

The  protective  power  of  vaccine  is  too  great  a  boon  to 
be  jeopardized  by  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  and  it  be- 
hooves  us  to  render  it  proof  aj^ainst  all  suspicion,  at  least 
as  far  as  human  means  ami  foresight  can  accomplish  such 
a  result. 


Extirpation  of  a  Tumor— Recurrence— Second  Operation 
—Secondary  Hemorrhage— Ligation  of  Common  Car- 
otid Artery— Paralysis  from  Wasting  of  Biain-sub- 
Btanoe— Death— Autopsy. 


BY  E*  n.  ROBERTSON,  M.D.,  SAN  ANDREAS. 


*'  Mail  Wau,  a  native  of  China,  aged  45  years,  of  fjjood 
constitution,  admitted  to  the  Calaveras  County  Hospital 
October  24th,  1872,  on  account  of  a  large  turner  situated 
on  the  right  and  frontal  aspect  of  the  neck,  extending  from 
the  clavicle  along  the  side  of  the  trachea  and  larynx  to 
near  the  mastoid  process  of  the  temporal  bone,  and  over- 
lying a  portion  of  the  parotid  gland,  being  crossed  by  the 
external  jugalar  vein. 

After  due  attentiou  to  the  constitutional  condition  of  the 
patient}  I  determined  to  extirpate  the  tumor,  which  waa 
accomplished  on  the  30th  day  of  October,  as  follows:  The 
patient  being  placed  on  an  operating  table,  with  head  and 
shoulderg  slightly  elevated,  a  mixture  of  ether  and  chloro- 
form^three  parts  of  the  former  to  one  of  the  latter — ^wa» 
administered,  to  the  extent  of  complete  ansesthesia.  An 
incision  was  made  the  length  of  the  tumor,  nearly  parallel 
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with,  but  external  to,  tlje  internal  jugular  vein*  The 
flaps  being  dissected  from  iha  tumor,  it  proved  to  be 
ot  tbe  uocysteil  variety,  and  consisted  of  a  number  of 
cy«t8^  lying  and  held  together  by  connective  ti&sue. 

Commencing  at  that  portion  neartsat  the  clavicle,  tbe 
tumor  wns  dissected  out,  partly  vvith  the  tingor*nail,  and 
partly  with  the  handle  of  the  scalpel;  the  blade  being  used 
to  divide  tibrous  bunde  or  uttachmeiits.  Just  above  the 
angle  of  the  jaw,  a  sort  of  pediijle  was  encountered,  which 
appeared  to  be  supplied  by  several  large  blood- voj^soIs;  to 
this  tidsoe,  I  applied  a  ligalure  and  divided  it,  completing 
tlio  rumuval  as  before  described* 

Water  dressing  was  applied  and  retained  by  a  few  turns 
of  the  roller  bandagt-\  After  the  niutli  day,  warm  was  gub* 
stituted  for  the  cold  water,  until  the  cure  was  complete. 

Ligature  dropped  off  on  the  eighteenth  duy. 

Tumor  weiglied  nine  ounces,  and  was  made  up  of  a  num- 
berofcyats,  ranging  from  the  size  of  a  small  marble  to 
that  of  a  turkey's  egg.  Tbe  patient  was  discliarged  cured 
fifty  days  from  the  date  of  his  admission  to  the  hospital." 

Tlie  above  is  the  substance  of  a  paper  reported  to  the 
C  difornia  State  Medical  Society  for  1873,  and  is  here  re- 
pj'oducel  to  illustrate  the  too  frequent  use  of  the  phrase, 
•discharged  cured/  Htd  it  said  apparently  cureJ,  it 
would  have  been  much  nearer  correct,  as  the  sequel  will 
tjhow. 

On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1873,  about  eight  months  after 
the  operation  above  described,  the  patient  was  re-admitted^ 
the  tumor  growing  again,  chiefly  from  the  peduncle  to 
which  the  ligature  was  applied  in  the  forojer  operation. 

Owing  to  tlie  intimate  relatitm  of  the  tumor  with  tbe 
external  carotid  artery  and  its  numerous  branches,  I  felt 
some  hesitation  in  any  attempt  to  remove  it  by  the  knife^ 
and  tried  to  disperse  it  with  iodine,  or  rather  iodides, 
both  externally  and  internally,  but  without  effect.  Finally, 
on  tbe  29th  of  June,  I  made  a  second  attempt  at  extirpa- 
tion, which  was  an  easy  matter  except  at  the  root,  or  ped- 
uncle, before  mentioned,  where  it  was  neceesary  to  dissect 
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it  injt  with  a  kijile,  and  in  <kjiug  su,  a  branch  of  the  ex* 
ternal  carotid  artery  was  cut,  nnd  tied  without  difficulty- 
Cold  water  dressing  only  a[*pried. 

On  the  eightli  day  utter  tlie  operation  the  ligature  drop* 
peil  off,  followed  by  a  terrible  lij^iiiorrliage.  The  Stevvard, 
according  to  iimhucHons,  upon  discovoring  the  haemorr- 
hage, placed  his  finger  upon  the  patulous  mouth  of  the 
vessel,  and  sent  for  me,  a  half-mile  away.  On  arriving  at 
the  bed  side,  I  endeavon-il  to  take  upthevessel^  but  found 
it  impraciicHble. 

I  Ihially  cut  down  upon,  and  ligated  tlie  common  carotid 
al'Miit  its  middle.  This  operation,  as  I  performed  it,  is  fully 
di*Hcribed  itj  *' Gray  V  Anatomy  on  the  Surgical  Anatomy 
of  the  Cervicnl  Region/'  Immediately  after  tightening  the 
ligature  upon  the  carotid  the  patient  pliowed  symptoms  of 
decii  coma,  but  suon  revived. 

Water  dressing  alone  was  applied  and  the  patient  made 
as  comfortable  as  possible  in  bed*  Wound  healed  satiw- 
factoril}^  ;  ligature  came  away  on  the  fifteenth  day. 

Two  weeks  after  the  last-described  operation,  there  were 
uymptoms  of  general  paralysis,  but  most  marked  on  the 
left  side.  Paralysis  increased  gradually  until  the  6tli  of 
August^  when  death  closed  the  scene. 

Autopsy  twenty-two  hours  after  deatli.  Upon  removing 
the  calivariura,  the  dura  mater  presented  ti  withered 
appearance,  with  several  spots  preternaturally  white,  one 
of  them  as  large  as  a  silver  dolhir,  just  over  the  centre  of 
the  right  hemisphere.  There  was  a  consideralile  quantity 
of  serum  immediately  beneath  the  dura  mater.  The  brain 
was  apparently  shrunken.  Thf  quantity  of  serum  upon 
the  surface  and  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  measured  3 
ounces  and  7  drachms.  Tbere  were  distinct  softened  ()or- 
tions,  particularly  at  the  base,  mostly  on  the  right  side,  and 
confined  to  the  middle  lobe,  and  one  as  large  as  an  egg 
toward  the  outer  surface  of  the  right  hemisphere." 

In  the  above  report  I  have  pGrposel}^  avoided  theorv  or 
comment,  choosing  to  give  only  a  plain  statement  of  factd» 
and  leave  theory  for  others  who  may  choos©  to  indulge 
in  it. 
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In  Memoriam. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Sac  rumen  ti>  Society  for 
Medicul  Improveraent,  the  following  report  of  the  Cummit- 
teo  appoititvd  to  dm  ft  rei^ulutions  expreaisive  of  the  8ciiti- 
ments  of  Uje  Society  upon  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Dr. 
FjD»  M*  C[rRTis»  WH8  irnunimously  ndopted  : 

Mr.  President: — Bnt  yesterday,  with  saddened  hearts, 
we  lollowed  to  the  ^n*ave  an  iRniored  friend  and  hrother, 
full  of  years*!  wearied  with  tlie  tcdls  of  life  and  ripe  for  the 
sickle.  Scarcely  had  the  weeds  of  monrning  withered,  when 
another  instinct,  with  the  elagticity  of  youth,  and  with 
bright  promises  tor  the  future,  waa  stricken  down  by  tiie 
relentless  iihaft  :  and  now  a  third  in  middle  age,  a  beloved 
associate,  not  unexpectedly  to  himself,  but  stuiidenly  to  ub, 
has  gone  from  among  us,  and  severed  anotlier  link  in  tlnit 
chain  of  affection  which  for  six  year?*  had  remained  un- 
broken. 

A  regular  attendant  upon  the  meeting^  of  this  Society, 
the  author  of  some  of  the  inost  valuable  papers,  which  it 
has  given  to  the  prese*,  ^m  ardent  lover  of  his  profession, 
and  a  warnvhearted,  genial  companion,  the  deaHi  of  Ed» 
M.  Curtis  has  left  a  void  in  our  little  circle  which  we  feel 
that  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill. 

As  a  student  of  medicine  he  was  a  man  of  rare  compre- 
hension and  thorough  accomplishment ;  as  a  practitioner 
in  the  specialty  to  wfnch  his  later  years  had  been  devoted, 
he  was  w^ithout  a  superior  perhaps  without  an  equal  on  the 
Pacific  coast. 

But  not  by  us  alone  will  his  loss  be  felt.  He  gained  thc5 
friendship  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  among  the 
many  who  sought  his  counsel  and  received  the  benefit  of 
his  skill,  there  are  but  few  to  whom  the  intelligence  of  his 
death  will  not  bring  sorrow  and  sadness. 

Recognizing  his  worth  to  ns^  to  the  community  and  to  the 
profession,  and  the  irreparable  loss  w^o  have  mutuallv  sus- 
tained, we,  yoar  Committee,  respectfully  recommenci  that 
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tbis  minute,  feebly  expressive  of  our  regard  for  our  departed 
friend,  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  Society,  pub- 
lished in  the  ihiily  papers  of  the  city  and  in  the  medical 
press  of  the  State,  tind  a  certified  copy  thereof  be  sent  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased^  Jind  to  the 
Societies  of  which  he  was  a  member, 

Thos.  M»  Logan;  M.  D., 
H,  L.  Nichols,  M.  D*. 
Sacramento,  May  19, 1874 


Obituary. 


At  a  reguLar  meeting:  of  the  Sacramento  Society  for 
Medical  Improveraent  held  on  the  19th  day  of  May.  in  the 
ofSce  of  Dr.  Nixon,  the  following  minute  oj  the  death  of 
Dn  T,  B*  Hatch,  one  of  its  morabers,  was  rc'ad  and  ap- 
proved ; 

Only  a  few  days  ago  we  followed  to  their  laet  resting- 
place  the  remains  of  a  veteran  in  our  rank.**  rij»e  wilh  pro- 
fe:*sional  honors  and  ready  to  be  fi^athered  home  ;  and  now 
our  ranks  are  again  broken  and  wo  mourn  the  loss  by  death 
of  *l\  B.  Hatch,  one  of  the  youngest  meinbers  of  our 
Societ^^ 

For  several  years  he  know  that  his  health  iiad  become 
impaired,  but  ho  suddenly  wn8  his  youri^  life  t*ikon  that  he 
scarce  imd  time  to  utter  the  rohJ  and  silent  word  ''adieu/* 
Not  even  were  his  doting  pur4.^iits  privileged  to  witness  l\m 
last  sad  struggles  of  his  manly  breast,  nor  his  brothers  tu 
wdiisper  a  fond  good  bye,  nor  his  loving  sister  to  pour  into 
his  ears  the  sad  music  of  a  last  fsirewelh 

Although  debarred  from  reguhirly  participating  in  our 
dehberations  because  of  his  residence  in  S.it»  Francij^cn, 
we  all  know  that  his  heart  was  ever  with  us,  and  that 
opportunity  alone  was  wanting  to  render  him  one  of  our 
most  active  and  efficient  members, 

Hia  contributions  to  the  Ctrnftf  Revieicr  and  Medhal 
Record  bear  evidence  of  a  mind  well-matured,  and  the 
flattering  notice  of  them  by  the  ablest  critics  in  and  out  of 
oar  profession  betokened  for  him  in  the  near  future  a 
national  reputation. 
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Bi>rri  in  Wisconsin,  but  reared  and  eclucatod  from  his 
early  baylinod  in  thii^  city,  all  can  Viear  testimony  to  his  un- 
waverinp:  integrity,  liii^  fidelity  to  purpotie,  his  love  of 
truth  and  honor,  and  hia  utter  abhorrence  uf  anything 
diiJiingenuous. 

As  a  t^light  token  of  our  regard  for  our  departed  brother, 
your  committee  reques^t  that  this  minute  be  spread  upon 
the  records  of  the  Society  and  published  in  the  medical 
journals  of  the  State,  and  that  a  copy  of  ihern  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  ri^latives  of  the  deceased. 

W.  R,  Cluness, 
G.  G.  Tykrelu 
H.  W.  Nelson. 


Surgerif. 


Notes  of  Some  Surgical  Cases. 


BY   JOHH  J,    BLACK,  M.D.,  KEWCASTLE.   DEL/IWARB. 


FEMORAL   nERNL4,  AT  TIMES   STMOLATING    STRANGULATION,  AC- 
COMPANIED    BY    A    CLINICAL    CURIOSITT, 

Saturday.  Noveraber  29tb,  1873,  11  o'clock  a*  m  ,  I  waa 
»ammoned  to  see  a  la<Iy  abowt  60  yearn  of  age;  slie  told  me 
ehe  had  had  a  **  rupture  "  in  each  groin  for  a  number  of 
years.  Xevcr  lisid  Iiad  trouble  until  this  morning,  wiien 
fihe  was  unable  to  reduce  the  one  on  the  left  side.  Had 
severe  umbilical  pain,  and  the  tumor  was  tender.  Had 
worn  a  double  trusi*  **  otf  and  on  "  for  a  long  time.  Upon 
examination^  I  found  a  femoral  hernia  on  each  side  ;  the 
right  one  normal,  the  left  one  presenting  a  tumor,  size  of  a 
hen's  egg,  quite  tender,  and  irreducible  after  the  nHual 
manipulation.  I  then  asked  my  friend,  Dr.  G.  T.  Max- 
well, to  see  the  case  with  me.  We  again  tried  raanipula* 
tion  without  success.  Tlien  we  etherized  the  patient^  and 
were  still  unBUcceisful.  We  introduced  the  needle  of  a 
hypodermic  syringe,  and  drew  off  a  little  serous  fluid,  but 
do  not  think  the  hulk  of  the  tumor  dimininhed  much* 
We  next  gave  a  full  opiate,  and  our  patient  was  com- 
fortable for  several  hours.  Did  not  vomit.  Again  the 
tumor  did  not  yield  to  manipulation,  very  carefully  per* 
formed,   yet    the    symptoms  of    strangulatioa  were    aot 
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decided,  and  we  gave  her  an  opiate,  and  left  her  until  morn- 
ing. Theif  I  found  her  with  pain  about  the  umbilicup, 
and  vomiting  ;  and  then  I  m:ide  up  my  mind  there  wan 
etninguUitioTi  and  1  would  huve  to  cut  down  on  the  tumor 
and  liberate  it.  Buf,  after  giving  her  nomeroua  draughts* 
ot  water,  the  stomach  quieted,  pain  ceased,  and  tlie  &yn)p- 
tom!>  were  no  lunger  urgent,  the  thickness  and  tdlious  vonj- 
iting  havitjg  been  caused  by  the  opiate.  The  !eaderne;«H 
increased  in  the  tumor,  redness  appeared,  fihowing^a  ten- 
dency to  snppnrate*  This  state  of  nflairs  continued  in- 
creasing until  Decemht^r  10  following,  wlicu  I  nuide  care* 
fully  a  vfdvular  incision  and  liberated  a  large  amount  of 
pu8.  Immediately  on  opejiing  the  tumor  there  was  an 
escape  of  the  foulest  smelling  gas.  I  supposed  at  the 
time  1  !iad  unintentinunlly  opened  the  bowel  ;  but  later 
Jisclosures  have  tanght  me  Uy  believe  that  the  tbreign 
ody  hereafter  to  hv  apoken  of  hmi  penetrated  ihe  bowel 
from  within  outwardly,  und  caused  the  suppuraiion  in  I  he 
cellular  tisi^ue  of  the  abdominal  walls,  external  entirely  to 
the  bowel.  Poultices  were  applied  for  several  days,  re»^t 
enjoined,  liquid  diet,eic.,  etc. 

One  morning,  about  ten  days  after  this,  on  viniting  |jer, 
ishe  showed  me  a  piece  of  bune,  about  «ine  and  a  half  inches 
long,  which  she  had  extracted  from  the  opening  in  the 
tumor.  After  t?]is  the  opening  soon  healed,  and  up  to  this 
time  (April  17,  1874)  tlie  liornia  has  appearetl  to  he  "  rad- 
ically cured." 

liemarks — My  friend  Dr.  James  Tyson,  of  Philadelphia, 
kindly  presented  the  bone  to  Professor  Harrison  Allen  fur 
examination,  and   he  jininuunced  it    tu  bo  not    human,  but 

part  of  the  rib  of  a  robust-chested  mammal  of  small  size. 
Prof,  Leidy  first  thought  it  was  a  fcetal  rib,  but  after  ejt- 
amining  it,  was  satisfied  it  was  not  hutnan»  I  may  a<5d 
liere  that  the  patient  was  a  married  woman,  and  had  had 
two  children. 

Thin  case  is  interesting,  firsts  as  simulating  t^trangula- 
tion,  which  I  believe  did  not  occur  at  any  time  during  its 
puogress;  second,  the  discharge  of  the  foreign  body, 
which  must  have  been  swallowed  with  the  food,  and  have 
worked  ita  way  through  thn  bowel  ;  and  third,  as  exhibit- 
ing the  hernia  as  up  to  date  cured  by  the  inflammation  de- 
veloped in  the  ca«e. 

l^MrOTATlON  AT  THE  8H0ULDEB-JOJNT  FOB  EXTENSIVE  GONSHOT 
WOUND  OP  THE  ABM  AND  SHOULDER, 

Friday^  October  31st,  1873,  I  was  called  down  the  State 
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by  Dr.  Kemp  to  see,  in  cotnpa ny  witli  Drs.  Dunlop,  Wor- 
rell, and  Fromberger,  a  yotin^  gentleman,  25  years  of 
iijSie,  healthy  and  well-built,  who.  tlie  evening  before, 
had,  whilnt  returning:  fron}  a  duck-shooting  excursion, 
shot  himself  Hccidentally  with  a  full  load  of  heavy  dack- 
ehot  through  the  upper  part  of  the  left  arm  and  ishoalder. 
The  bone  wna  shattered  utjarly  tu  tljo  hea<l  ;  soft  parts^ 
carried    away   on    tc^p   nf    arm    and    »honlder,    and   also 

f^art  of  the  skin  and  niuj^clea  of  the  shoulder  posteriorly, 
eaving  the  arm  hanging  by  the  axilla,  vessels  and 
nerves.  He  whs  very  weak,  and  had  apparently  lost 
mueh  blood  before  assis*tunce  had  been  rendered  him, 
but  thaakH  to  the  attention  of  tlie  phvhsieiuns  in  charge, 
had  commenced  to  rally,  and  wat*  not  losing  blood.  At 
the  time  of  my  arrival,  of  course,  there  was  nothing  to  do 
but  to  take  nut  the  arm  at  the  «hou!iler-joint,  which,  with 
the  approbation  and  Jissistance  of  the  medical  gentlemen 
present,  I  did,  after  the  manner  of  Larrey,  modified  some- 
what, inasmuch  as  the  «oft  parta  were  so  much  lacerated 
tt[id  destroyed.  I  was  compelled  tndiaw  the  parts  together 
posteriorly,  at  right  angli^s  to  the  usual  single-line  wound 
left  by  the  operation*  The  patient  passed  through  the 
ordeal  moderately  well.  The  pulse  ailerwards  was  very 
weak,  and  he  hung  between  life  and  dL^th  for  several  days, 
but  finally  madt^  a  good  recovery,  thanks  to  the  skiTful 
mansigement  of  the  after-treatment  by  I)r*  Kemp  and  the 
gentlemen  mentioned,  and  the  kind  care  of  his  friends. 

liemarkfi—Thxii  case,  at  first  sigfit,  was  cerUiitdy  a  very 
unpromisitig  one,  and  1  publish  it  to  add  to  the  statistics 
of  shoulder-joint  amputations,  and  as  illustrating  what  to 
me  has  alwayw  appeared  a  fact — that  shoulder-joint  ampu- 
tations are  among  the  most  successful,  in  their  final  termina- 
tion, in  surgery  ;  and  now,  when  I  have  occasion  to  watch 
the  progress  of  such  cases,  I  always  feel  highly  fissured 
that  '*  le  bou  temps  viendra.^^ 

BILK    LIGATURES   REIfAlNINQ  UlfUSUALLY  I^NG  APT6E  AMPUTA- 
TIONS, •  ^ 

Some  time  since,  I  had  occasion  to  amputate  a  forearm 
for  gunshot  wound.  I  applied  four  ligatures.  Those  on 
the  radial  and  ulnar  arteries  remained  six  months.  After 
BODie  time  they  became  deteriorated  and  broke  off  on  pull- 
ing thauL  LiUlc  abscesses  formed,  and  in  about  six  weeka 
the  knots  came  away,  and  left  a  good  shimp. 

Again,  I  amputated  a  boy's  leg  at  the  knee-joint,  and  the 
tnaia  ligature  acted  in  the  same  way^  but  came  awaj  at 
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the  end  of  tlirce  raontlis,  and  the  stump  was  on  admirable 
one-  1  suppose  t\m  ligjutures  must  licive  embraced  gome 
tendiiinuH  snlistance,  to^^ether  with  the  tirtery  ;  and  such 
cases  should  tench  one  to  be,  as  I  thought  I  was,  careful  in 
applying  ligatures. 

TttACHEOTOMY    FOR  SUPPOSED  FOREIGN    BODY  TN  THE  TRACHEA* 

Some  time  t^iuce,  a  woman  came  hur-ricdly  into  my  office 
with  a  little  p;irl,  about  18  months  uld,  in  the  last  gasps  of 
8ufftK*alitjn»  Udling  me  the  child  had  swnllowed  a  ground- 
nut kernel  **  the  wrong  way/*  I  immediately  opened  the 
trachea  in  the  usual  manner,  tlie  attempts  at  respiration 
being  so  feeble  fv^  to  impede  me  but  little.  I  could  find 
nothing  ahuve  or  below,  aa  tar  as  I  could  go.  All  ray  at- 
tempts at  artificial  respiralicn,  etc.»  proved  inefTectuah  the 
child  having  died  by  the  time  I  got  the  trachea  opened. 
I  snppot^e  the  nut-kernel  slipped  into  one  of  the  bronchi 
as  the  parties  became  relaxed  by  death,  having  been  tight 
enough  bLd'orc  to  jirodnce  su!Tocation.  I  conld  not  obtain 
a  po8t-mortera, 

CAUTION  AOAIXST  THE  USE  OF  ETUER  NEAR  FIRB  OR  LIGHT, 

Some  time  since,  in  removing  a  tumor  from  a  wouKin'8 
neck,  1  had  occaj^ion  to  use  the  actual  catitery,  and  whilst 
doing  so  I  he  ether  on  the  towel  took  fire,  and  disconcerted 
for  a  moment  all  present,  but  ditl  no  drtmage  except  very 
sliglitly  burning  the  patient's  face.  Fortunately,  the  bot- 
tle did  not  come  in  contact  with  the  flame.  I  remember 
almost  seri(JU>«  trouble  to  have  arisen  fVom  this  accident  in 
this  very  way  in  the  clinic  of  a  distinguished  surgeon.  I 
mention  it  in  order  that  it  may  servu  its  ps*rt  in  tliia  im- 
portant matter,  and  keep  all  on  their  guard  wlten  using 
o tiler  near  fire  or  light* 

[The  light  should  always  be  ahove  the  ether,  the  vapor 
of  which  is  heavier  than  air  and  always  falls. — EDITOR 
FhUaddphia  Medical  Times.] 


EndcBOopio  Examination  of  tha  Urethra  and  Bladder. 

I>r»  J.  Gruntield,  an  assistant  of  Prof.  Sigmiind,  of  Vien- 
na ( fVchi,  Mvd,  Fresse),  being  struck  with  the  fact  that  the 
rewults  from  the  use  of  the  endoscope  in  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  diseases  of  the  urethra  have  not  been  com- 
mensurate Willi  those  attained  by  tlie  use  of  the  laryngos- 
copicmirrortsoughttodevisesome  simpler  form  of  apparatuB 
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tluiu  the  inatruinent  of  D^'^sormeHUH  and  its  modifiea- 
tions.  He  finds  that  lie  can  make  satisfactory  exnminations 
of  the  uretlim  by  meaua  of  nti  ordinary  ciitlioter  with  some 
modifications^  to  which  he  gives  tlie  name  of  orethn>sco|»e. 
In  tlie  construe  I  ion  of  this,  two  objects  have  to  be  home 
in  mind  ;  tlie  irKstrnrnent  must  bear  a  [jrnper  rebition  to 
the  individual  (leculijirities  of  the  ease,  sm  as  not  to  injure 
tlie  organs  under  examiontion,  and  provision  for  adequate 
ilhimi nation  nnust  likewise  be  made.  Int^tromeotp,  there- 
lore,  of  varied  form  will  Ug  needed,  but  tliey  are  all  made 
of  metal,  blackened  upon  the  interior,  and  provided  wiih  a 
funnel-shaped  expansion  at  the  end  whieli  ia  exterior  to 
the  urethra. 

The  gimp  lest  form,  and  the  one  wliich  is  available  in  the 
largetiit  nnmlper  of  cases,  is  a  strain;:? U  tube,  tlie  end  of 
wiiicli  is  chased  witli  a  plain  plate  of  ^lass.  Thiti  sliould 
nut  be  placed  verliesdiy  to  tlie  axis  ot"  the  tube,  but  at  an 
angle,  so  that  the  rays  c*f  light  used  for  illumination  will 
not  be  thrown  hnck  from  it.  The  tube  of  the  instrumtrit 
must  be  carefully  oiled  bidore  introduction.  Dr.  Grunfeld 
uses  for  illumination  either  sunlight  or  that  of  an  ordinary 
argand  lamp,  throwing  the  rays  o\  lijrlit  into  the  fuiniel- 
Bhsiped  end  of  the  tube  with  the  ordinary  hiryngo^copic 
mirror,  which  he  eniployi?  either  upon  the  torehead  or  in 
preference  held  in  the  hand.  The  mucous  membrane  of 
the  urethra  can  be  examined  from  the  meatu??  urinarius  to 
the  orifice  of  the  bladder  ;  and  by  thrusting  the  tube  still 
lartlier  onward,  the  surface  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
bladder  itself  conies  into  view  ;  and  by  moving  the  instru- 
ment,  different  fields  <pf  view  are  obtained.  He  uses,  also, 
a  second  form  of  the  urethroscope,  which  is  not  so  availa- 
ble lor  making  examinations  as  for  topical  applications^  in 
which  the  end  of  the  tube  is  not  shut  in  by  a  plate  of 
glass.  When  this  is  to  be  introduced,  a  conductor  must  be 
first  placed  inside  the  tube,  as  without  this  precaution  the 
operntic^n  causes  pain.  Ia  these  two  forms  fd'  the  instru- 
ment, the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra  is  presented  to 
view  in  the  tunnel  as  a  cone^  with  folds  converging  to  the 
centre  of  tlie  field  of  view*  Pressure  excited  at  tlie  edges 
of  this  tube  may  give  rise  to  some  disturbance  in  the  capil- 
lary circulation,  and  thus  cause  some  change  in  tlie  natural 
color  of  the  mucous  membrane.  To  obviate  this  pressure 
and  consequent  source  of  error,  a  third  form  of  the  instru- 
ment was  devised,  in  wliich  the  end  of  the  tube  is  closed, 
and  at  a  ehort  distance  from  the  end  there  is  a  window  iii 
the  fiide,  closed  with  a  plate  of  glass.     Beneath  tbis  there 
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13  iv  email  mirror  at  iiri  angle  of  forty-five  degree*?,  so  that 
the  light  may  be  reRecteJ  parallel  to  Hie  nxis  of  the  tube. 
Tljere  is  also  a  fuurth  form,  in  wlncli  the  catheter  is  curved, 
the  window  being  made  upon  tlie  convexity  of  ttie  curve. 
Tliese  windows  maybe  made  of  plain  glas.si^  or  of  glass  which 
has  been  ground  to  correspond  to  the  convexity  of  the 
cathe'er.  The  catheter  oinployed  corresponded  to  Not** 
18,  22  and  24  of  Charrlerc^s  scale.  The  examinatinTis  are 
best  made  with  the  patient  lying  uptut  the  back^  with  tho 
thighs  flexed;  but  if  the  outer  half  of  the  urethra  is  to  bo 
exannued,  the  })atieut  can  be  in  a  standing  posture.  This 
tfiaiple  apparatus  certainly  presents  many  advantages  over 
the  comphcated  machinery  of  the  eiHloscope  ;  the  special 
illuminating  facilities  are  not  required,  and  tlie  introduc- 
tion of  the  catheter  is  not  so  painful  to  the  patient. 


New  [?J  Method  of  Reviving  Patients  Asphyxiated  by 
Chloroform  Inhalations. 


Dr.  Ciimp»bell,  of  Paris,  recomuiendsi  in  a  late  number 
of  the  Journal  de  llicrapeuliqm,  to  place  fjersons  threat- 
ened with  death  from  inhalations  of  chloroform  head 
df>vvn\viirds  and  feet  upwards  for  between  ten  and  fifteen 
minutes.  He  considers  tliat  death  arises  throngh  syncope 
due  to  cerehral  anaemia  :  hence  tho  advnuttige  of  inducing 
an  artifitrial  cerebral  congestion-  The  usual  eflbrts  at  me- 
chcudcal  brcM tiling — exeitement  of  respiratory  nerves,  the 
drawing  out  tjf  tlie  tongue,  insufflation  into  the  lungs,  etc. — 
may  be  ha<l  recourse  to  eoneurrently.  Dr.  Crimpbell  men- 
tions only  one  cuso  where  this  method  succeeded  :  it  was 
suggested  l»y  Nehitou  during  an  ojieration  performed  at 
Paris  bv  Marion  Sims.  It  would  appear  that  the  late  Pro- 
fess<ir  Nelaton  was  the  first  surgeon  who  introduced  this 
practice.  The  author  also  thinks  that  the  inverted  posi- 
tion tends  to  drive  from  the  lung  and  trachea  pent-up 
vapors  of  chloroform,  which  were  increasing  tho  asphyxia. 
It  might  be  aske<l  wliether  the  stugnation  in  the  cerebral 
vessels  of  blood  charged  with  chloroform  may  not  do  more 
harm  tliun  good  in  these  cases.  Nor  is  it  proved  that 
death  o»>curB  generallv  from  cerebral  anemia.  The  single 
case  mentioTicd  by  Dr.  Ciuuplell  has  not  considerable 
weight;  but  the  method  shoulrl  be  tried  when  an  opportu- 
nity offers,  and  if  it  succeed  in  a  series  of  cases,  iVill  con- 
fidence will  probably  reposed  in  it- — The  Lancet^  March 
14th,  1874. 
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SUBGEUy. 

Strictiire  of  the  Urethra. 


In  concludinjr  n  lonji-  and  jible  psiper  on  '*  UretljrotDmy, 
Extenml  anrl  Internal/'  Dr.  Fessenden  N,  Otis  makes  the 
assertions  tlnit  wtrichire,  as  ordinarily  laut  with,  is  ubso- 
hitely  witliin  tlie  roueli  of  eiirutlve  measureiJi  ;  thfit  if  com- 
pletely divided,  tind  I  his  division  maintained  nrdil  healing 
of  the  parttf  hati  occnrrerl,  no  recontractioTi  can  ever  ^ako 
place  ;  and  that  the  division  nt"  Ktriclure  is  not  more  haz- 
ardotn*,  to  8uy  tlie  least,  than  rapid,  permtinent.  or  even 
r  e  J  n  p  o  r  a  r  y  dilatation  * 

He  says  stricture  may  be  present  before  difticnlty  in 
nrinatintr  occurs  ;  it  is  uhvaye  present  wlien  ^leet  is  pres- 
ent— ^gleet,  as*  a  rnle,  meaning  strict nre.  Dihitation  of 
strictnres  is,  at  the  best,  hnt  a  temporary  expedient — 
valuable  in  close  stricture  when  nrinntion  is  interfered 
with  and  dividingdnstrunients  cannot  he  introduced  ;  but 
dilatation  is  not  only  without  permanent  valuei  except  in 
such  cases^  but  it  iy  pernicious,  irinsmnch  as,  wlale  it  ia 
never  curative,  it  takes  the  place  of  curative  measures.  He 
concludes  by  asserting  that  notliin,:^  short  of  complete 
division  of  strictures  can  ever  result  in  radical  cure* 


Subnitrate  of  Bismuth  in  Onychia. 


In  the  28th  of  March  number  of  your  paper,  I  find,  onder 
the  head  of  ''A  Real  Rcan-dy  for  Onychia  M:digr\a/'  tbiit 
nitrate  of  lead  floes  awfiy  with  all  ofierative  procedures, 
and  cures  onychia  maligna  rapidly  and  painlessly.  In  a 
note  at  tJio  bottom  of  said  article  the  editor  remarki?,  "  It 
must  be  little  ktiown  as  we  have  asked  for  it  in  several  re- 
tail drug  stores,  and  it  was  not  in  stock." 

In  many  years  of  experience,  I  have  found  that  subni- 
trate of  bismuth,  when  applied  in  powder,  produces  a  rapid 
and  painless  cure,  with  all  the  fr^od  results  claimed  for  tlje 
nitrate  of  lead,  nm\  the  ))isinnth  being  iso  important  a 
remedy  generally^  is  to  be  A>und  in  all  drug  stores,  and  in 
almost  all  doctor:*'  offices.— J/edtcai  and  Surgical  Reporttr. 


Moonlight  is  simply  the  beautiful  old  age  of  day. 
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On  the  Treatment  of  Typhoid  Fever  with  Cold  Baths. 


BY    PROFESSaR     BEHIEIl. 


[Concluded  from  last  number.] 
As  I  have  now  ende:iVored  to  tiirow  Hatue  li^lrt  for  yoti 
apofi  tills  question  Jt  remains  for  toi^  to  tleseribe  to  yoil  the 
mode  of  treatment  udirh  I  empluyed  fur  our  patitMits  and 
tlie  way  in  wliicli  I  lielieve  it  h  bei*t  to  arnujge  tiw  ctjld 
baths  in  the  treatment  of   typhoid    fuver.     Here  urci  the 

1 — A  young  gir!  of  Id  years,  lying  in  No.  6,  Sallo  St, 
Antoine.  On  admission  (X(>veniber  1st)  she  presented  all 
the  eyniptouii?  of  grave  typhoid  fever*  She  was  then  in 
the  sixth  duv  of  the  disease;  the  moniing  temperatnre  was 
40*^  .2  C:  (104^  .3  F,);  that  of  Ihe  day,^  40^^'  ,G  C.  {105"^  .1  F.) 
The  pidsc  was  120  to  VM.  Tiie  adynamia  was  more 
dislinrt;  the  patient  was  deaf,  Tfie  gaze  was  fixed,  stupe- 
tied,  the  iertturtis  sombre  and  eoncenti^ated  ;  she  answered 
questions  dryly,  brusquely,  and  incoherently.  There  were 
^ttbtitdtits  bmUnitm  and  fibrillary  mnscuhir  treuKjrs.  The 
tongue  and  the  teeth  were  foul,  the  belly  moderately  tym- 
pauitie,  gurgling  in  the  iliac  fossa.     Xo  nise-eolored  spots. 

In  the  first  days  of  her  stfty  in  our  wards  slio  was  aub- 
Tuitted  to  the  treatment  wliieh  we  Ijabitually  apply  in  eases 
of  this  nature  (cool  s|K>ngings»  application  of  many  [24] 
dry  cupi4  Jo  the  trunk  and  limbs,  potion  de  Todd  100 
grammes). 

But  we  did  not  find  any  .sensible  amendment,  and  on 
No,  8  (fourteenth  day  of  tlie  disease)  tin'  wenlcness  w^ia 
more  ami  more  pronouneed;  she  lay  on  her  back,  in  ex- 
treme prostration,  with  continued  fiub-dellrium.  The  [>iilse 
was  ^uiall  and  contraotefi,  the  breathing  short,  liurried  and 
tlioraccic.  We  observed  a  nuirked  relative  didlnessut  the 
bases  of  both  lungs,  anil  aliuudance  of  fine  siibcrepitant 
rales  (hypostasis)* 

In  presence  of  suoli  a  condition  I  thought  of  some 
more  energetic  measures;  and  I  prescribed  the  use  of  cold 
baths*  On  the  evening  of  the  9th  the  patient  vvaa  |i!aced 
in  a  bath  of  water  at  20^  C.  (68^  FV)  She  was  kept,  in  for 
about  twelve  minutes,  when  she  began  to  shiver;  she  was 
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then  immediately  taken  out,  rubbed  brlAly  with  a  warm 
blanket,  rnid  repUced  in  bed. 

Next  day  (the  liftei3nth)  we  found  the  patient  in  a  veri- 
table state  of  c'o/ia/)?e.  Tli^^  ternperatnre  wbicli  on  the  pre- 
vious evenins:  liud  been  40*^.6  C.  (lOS*^.!  F.).  was  now 
35'^  *8  C.  (91)'^. 4  F.);  Hie  pulse  was  small,  hardly  percep- 
tible, 140  a  minute.  Nevertheless  we  gave  a  bath  oF  thir- 
teen minutesNluration*  Half  an  lionr  after  llie  batli,  the 
patient  bein^  warmer  a«;ain,  the  axillary  {oiuperatnre 
was  38*^.4  0.  instead  of  35^.8  (a  diflerence  ot  nearly  5^¥,) 
The  pulse  was  also  improved;  it  was  firmer  and  slower 
(120). 

From  the  date  of  this  change  that  marked  the  beginning 
of  the  treatment,  the  latter  was  continued  withnut  anv  in- 
cident; consisted  of  tliree  baths  dmly  of  20^  C.  (68^  P.) 
temperature,  and  fifteen  minutes' duration.  After  thelllli 
of  November  the  axilhiry  tempernture  never  exceeded  38^ 
.2  C  (100'^  .8  F.);  intelli^^ence  was  enmpletely  restored,  the 
Pord(\s  on  the  teetli  disap])eared,  the  tongue  was  moist,  with 
only  a  ihin  covering  of  mucus.  The  numerous  fine  sub- 
crepitmjt  rales  that  were  heard  before  the  treatment  were 
niplaced  by  fewer  and  coarser  sounds;  the  hypostasi**  liad 
almor^t  entirely  disappeareij. 

On  the  17tb  we  stopped  the  baths.  Temperature  normal, 
tongue  moist  and  clean,  appetite  fairly  good,  intelligeuce 
perfect,  convalescence  frankly  eslablishetl.  The  duration 
of  the  disease  had  been  twenty-four  days.  [Here  follows 
a  chart  of  the  pnlse  au(]  temperature  which  shows  the 
striking  change  produced  l>y  the  baths,  but  which  we  are 
obliged  to  omit. ^Editor  Pradifioncr  aiul  Lancet.] 

IL— Marie  C ,  aged   19,  No.   25,  Salle  de   Antoine, 

admitted  Novumber  2d,  1873.  She  is  a  robunt  rjurse,  who 
has  lived  in  Paris  tor  six  months,  ill  for  the  last  four  days. 
Tongue  white,  with  red  edges^  DiurrhoDa,  gurgling  in  the 
right  iliac  fossa,  numerous  rose  spots,  deafness.  Counten- 
ance stupid  mibsuUtts  tcndinmn^  agitated  delirium,  absolute 
mutism.  The  first  eight  days  of  her  stay  in  the  hospital 
she  wuvS  treated  with  shuple  cold  spongings,  and  potion  de 
TfKid  100  grammes;  the  mean  temperature  wnt^  40*''' C. 
(104'"^  FO  in  the  evening,  and  ;J9°  C.  (102'^.2  F.)  in  the 
morning.  On  November  8th  (eleveirtli  day  of  disease) 
there  was  stiffness  of  the  neck,  deglutition  was  impossible, 
and  there  were  very  distinct  cerebro-spinal  phenomena.  We 
prescribed  cold  baths  of  20*^  C.  (65*^.5  F.),  given  in  thesame 
way  as  to  the  former  patient,  three  times  in  ever}'  twenty- 
four  hours.     From  that  day  forward  the  temperature  fell 
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and  remained  alwnys  at  a  moderate  level »  oiilv  once  over 
39*^  C.  (102°. 2  F.)  Intelligence  and  i*peedi  returned 
gradtudly;  on  tlie  20tb  (twentY-fo'irth  day  ot  tlie  dii-eaee) 
fhe  baths  were  stopped,  tlie  temperature  was  normal,  and 
we  began  to  feed  the  patient. 

Assuredly  we  slionld  nut  be  in  a  position^  on  tlie  mere 
Hutbority  of  two  cases,  to  pronounce  definitely  on  tlie  value 
of  a  treatment.  Nevertlo^less,  1  detcrnjined  to  place  tbe^e 
facts  before  yon,  because  lliey  are  instruelive  in  tlitm- 
pelves;  and  for  the  rest,  to  eslabli^b  tbeir  value,  we  can 
turn  to  the  already  very  numerous  documents  wbich  we 
meet  witl)»  on  tbis  subject,  in  medical  literature* 

lu  tbe  mode  of  administering  tlie  batbs  I  did  not  confine 
myself  blindly  to  tbe  {I  bad  almost  said)  tyrannical  orders 
of  Brand*  Kacb  time  that  we  gave  a  but li  we  did  so  be- 
eauBc  we  thought  it  to  be  rendered  necessary  not  by  the 
exigencies  of  ti  prngrainnie  laitl  down  beforehand,  but  by 
sotne  disquieting  syniptum — ^fever  with  temperature  at  or 
over  102^^.2  F.,  delirium,  collapse,  &c.  For  tlie  rest,  tbe 
majority  of  tbe  physicians  who  have  adi>pled  Brand's  treat- 
ment— Bartels,  Jurgendsen,  Liebernreister,  €.  Scbulzen- 
berger,  etc. — have  not  lollowed  bis  empiric  formula,  and  it 
is  otdy  very  exceptionaliy  that  tbey  have  practised  those 
frequent  immersions  which  tlie  Stettin  physician  recnui- 
mefids. 

In  a  recent  interesting  memoir,  Wiinderlich  tbe  younger 
describes  tbe  method  in  which  tbe  water  treatment  of 
typlioid  fever  is  applied  by  bis  fatlier  in  the  hospital  ut 
Leipzig.  There  tbey  do  not  give  baths  unless  the  morning 
temperature  is  at  or  over  39^  C.  (102'^'  .2  Fj,  and  that  of 
the  evening  at  or  over  40*^  C,  (104*^  F.)  The  baths  are  at 
18*^  or  20^  C.  (64'"  .4  or  68^  F.);  tbey  last  from  fifteen  to 
t  we  n  ty  m  i  n  u  te  s ,  If  ce  reb  ral  sy  n]  p  toms  a  re  ea  r  ly  d  ecla  r  ed , 
Wunderlich  employs  baths  even  tbougb  the  temperature 
be  below  102*^  .2  F.  Ati  intense  bronchitis  or  pneumonia 
is  for  liim  a  primary  and  formal  indieution  for  hydrothera- 
pic  intervention.  In  onr  No.  9,  we  saw  that  a  genuine  hy- 
postatic pneumonia  existed,  which  disappeared  very 
rapidly  after  the  first  immersions.  Witlujut  doubt  tbe 
action  of  the  cold  stimulates  the  reflex  activity  of  tbe  pul- 
monary vessels,  as  it  revives  the  cutitneous  functions,  and 
thus  dissipates  pain  or  congestiona, 

Brand  allows  of  no  contru-indication,  unlesB  it  be  that  of 
intestinal  perforation,  Wunderlich  is  less  absolute,  and 
without  refusing  tlie  benefits  of  bydroiherapy  to  patten t^i 
who  have  attendant  diarrboDa,  ulbumiauria,  heurt-mischief, 
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or  pregujinevj  he  stipulHte^  for  n  less  eiierf^etic  troatraent, 
and  the  use  of  wniiitGr  and  less  prolontct^tl  biiths*  It  is  in 
these  cases,  1  thinkj  tliat  we  may  useful! v^  adopt  the  niethoti 
of  Zierasseii,  which  consists  in  phicing  the  pntietit  in  a 
warm  bath,  the  temperature  of  which  is  rrcadually  lowered 
by  lidding  cold  water  io  it. 

As  a  formal  contra-iiidication,  besides  haMnorrbage  and 
intestinal  perfi>ration,  WtnidertiLdi  mentions  collapse.  As 
to  the  last,  I  cannot  shai>:!  this  view,  and  I  lielieve,  on  the 
contrary,  tliat  the  plunge  bath,  and  coM  effusions  are  one 
of  the  best  agents  that  we  possess  for  dissipating  that  ten- 
dency to  parnlvbis  of  the  vascnlo-respiratory  centres  winch 
is  the  primary  cnuse  of  colbipse.  Our  patierU  in  No.  9  i« 
a  iioijvincing  example  of  this.  On  tbe  morning  of  tlie  fif- 
teen tl»  d;»y  she  was  threatened  directly  with  collapse,  tlie 
nose  and  extremities  were  cold,  the  axillary  temperature 
was  at  96*^  .8  F.,  tlie  pidsu  was  thrend-liko  and  scarcely  to 
be  felt.  Half  an  hour  after  llie  cold  batli  tbe  patient  had 
become  warmer  again,  the  pulse  and  temperature  had 
risen,  and  all  traces  of  c*kll:ipse  had  disappeared. 

In  grave  cases  ufpuhnonarv  or  intense  cerebral  form, 
Brand,  Liebermeister,  snid  Wun<lerlicli  recommend  tbe 
application  of  iced  compresses*  to  the  head  and  chei*t  in 
tbe  intervals  ol  tlie  butbs, 

Qutito  lately,  some  authors  have  endeavored  to  perfect 
the  macliinery  oT  relVingerant  mGdicatioa  by  proposing  cer- 
tain innovations  wiiich,  to  aiy  thinking,  are  more  ingenious 
thari  practicid.  Thus  Senator,  starting  from  the  true  ub- 
servatii)ii  that  cold,  by  conti*acliiig  tlie  cntiineons  vesseln 
and  anajuiiatlng  thtt  skin^  hinders  the  lo^s  of  heat,  pro- 
posL's  the  simultaneous  employment  of  cold  baths  and  of 
rubefacients  to  tbe  skin.  He  says  that  ho  has  had  good 
results  from  a p ply i tig  numerous  mnstard-pl asters  to  the 
surface  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  before  tbe  bath,  plasters 
of  such  a  kind  that  they  can  be  left  on  when  the  patient 
is  in  the  wsiter.  Lastly,  of  late  a  physician  nameu  Kem* 
perdick  has,  in  a  case  of  typoid  fever,  replaced  the  ecild 
baths  by  injections,  of  cold  water  into  the  rectum,  by  means 
of  a  catheter  witb  a  double  current  introduced  a  long  way, 
and  declares  that  in  this  way  be  succeeded  in  affecting  the 
general  temperature  of  the  patient.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
^uch  a  practice  oflers  suiliciont  advantages  to  coinpensate 
for  the  inconveniences  wbicli  belong  to  it. 

AVbat  are,  definitely  speakings  tbe  advantages  of  this 
treatment,  which  have  gained  it  so  ri>any  fervent  adepts, 
and    which  cause   it,  in    certain  countries — Germany   for 
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umtHnce — to  be  employed  to  theexclumon  uf  almost  every 
other  remedy?  Thm  is  tlie  final  point  Tor  us  to  elucidate, 
A  simple  gluijce  of  tlie  eye,  cat^t  u|h>!i  utir  tliermooietric 
curves,  will  t^pare  you,  ko  to  spenk,  all  cummeiitary.  You 
see  that  by  the  means  of  a  few  baths  administered  in  each 
twenty -four  hours,  we  succeed  \n  beaiing  down  and  maa- 
terinfi;  afebrile  movement  which  everything  seems  to  ahow 
would  be  violent  and  lasting*  In  satisfying  this  essential 
intlieation,  the  lowerintr  of  temperature,  hydrotherapy 
w^eakens  at  the  same  stioke  almost  tlie  whole  group  of  the 
symfitums  of  typhoid  pyrexia.  The  nervous  centres  are 
tiie  fer&t  and  the  most  Inippily  iiiHuenced;  the  delirium  de- 
parts, the  intellectual  torpor  is  banished,  the  patient  comes 
back  to  himself  in  what  surrounds  him;  at  the  same  time 
the  carpbolo^y,  siihsitlfufi  tendtHUin^  and  all  other  indices  of 
profound  nervous  perturbation  disapj)ear.  The  respiratory 
centre  also  participates  in  this  remiirkable  modification; 
the  inspirations  become  deeper,  slower,  more  powerful; 
ha*matosis  is  eilected  more  completely,  and  the  bronchi, 
rtjsuming  their  contractility,  expel  the  secretion  which  ob- 
structs  them.  Tlie  skin  resumes  its  tone  and  its  suppleneiR; 
the  blood  propelled  by  the  heart  in  stronger  and  more  reg- 
ular waves,  circulates  more  actively,  and  revives  the  stag- 
nant secretions.  Even  the  digestive  canal  presents  a 
notable  improvement^  the  tongue  cleans  and  becomes 
moist,  thirst  subsides,  and  tympany  diminishes. 

Such  is  the  detail  of  each  important  symptom  :  now  let 
us  address  ourselves  to  that  high  criterion  of  every  thera- 
peutic method,  the  study  of  the  mortality;  we  shall  de- 
monstrate an  encouraging  result.  Brand  declares  that  of 
171  patients  treated  hy  his  |dan  up  to  1868, 170  were  cured, 
Accorfling  to  him  a  fatal  result  camwt  happen  if  the  method 
be  carried  out  rigorously.  But  it  is  proper  to  remark  that 
Braud's  figures  liave  been  made  up  mostly  from  practice  in 
the  towns,  which  is  much    more   hivornble    than    hospital 

gractice<  M.  Glenard  sa*v  at  Stettin,  in  1870  and  1871, 
9  patients  all  cured;  and  of  12  patients  at  Lyons,  treated 
by  m.  Glenard  himself,  all  were  cured  hy  the  method  of 
Brand . 

Other  authors,  without  obtaining  such  absolute  success^ 
have  nevertheless  proved  the  very  remarkable  efticacy  of 
this  method  of  treatment.  We  find,  in  the  ab*eady  quoted 
memoir  of  V,  Wuudei  lich»  the  following  statistical  results: 

In  the  Leipzig  ch'nic  there  were  treated  toUhoui  hydro- 
thernpVi  from  1851  to  1867  (16  years),  1,178  cases  of 
typhoid  fever,  with  213  deaths;  t.e.  a  mortality  of  18.1  per 
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*      as 


ct*nl.  From  1868  to  1872  tlifre  were  treute(3,%  mldhaihs^ 
251  cases  witli  18  deaths;  i.e,  a  mortality  of  only  7,2  pier 
ceiif. 

He!  e^  mareover,  are  otlier  statistics*  from  the  «an)e  author, 
wliicli  are  still  more  impressive  : 

Mortality  with 
trcnUiient  without 
hsthn. 
liirgendfleu         -         -  15,4  per  oMit. 

ZiemfwPii  fttrd  Tmmennftiin  33.2         *' 

lji©b<?rraeiRt:cr  and,  Ilugonbuch  '      £(J,2         ** 
Hi^jjel         -         -         ,         -  20 

Stvhr  -         *         .         .  20,7         ** 

Tliese  figures  appear  tu  test  the  treatment  well. 

Tliere  remains  one  t^ole  olyection — the  following:  the 
cold,  by  forcing  the  lilood  towardi*  the  internal  part8,  may 
favor  tlie  productif»n  of  intostinal  hemorrlia^fs. 

The  statist ifs  of  Leipzig  (■linie  benr  out  this  iden,  in  ap- 
pejirancc  at  least*  In  fact,  of  251  ty|dtoid  patients  treated 
with  cohl  water.  18  had  intestinal  henu>rrhage,  or  7.1  per 
cerd.;  whereas,  according  to  the  tuldes  of  fifinis.  Grie- 
sin^^er,  Ragnine.  etc.,  with  ordinary  treatment  ha^ninrrlmge 
does  not  occnr  in  more  than  3  to  4  per  cent,  of  tiie  cases, 

Wunderlich  thinks  that  the  Leipzicr  statistics  are  derived 
from  tuo  snmll  a  imrnher  of  patients  (251)  tu  be  decisive,  and 
believes  that  we  onght  to  consider  the  influence  of  series. 
He  does  not  hiy  the  blame  of  the  greater  frequency  of 
hemorrhnge  upon  the  batlis,  for  these  bleedings,  in  I  he  18 
cases  hi  widch  tlicy  were  observed,  were  not  produced 
immediately  after  immersion,  but  some  hours,  often  half  a 
day,  afterwards,  when  the  centripetal  repulsion  of  tlie 
blood  no  longer  existed.  Finally,  which  is  a  fact  of  the 
highest  importance,  these  cases  ul  hajmorrhuge  were  not 
serious,  and  the  whole  number  entled  in  cure. 

Acconling  to  Wnhderlicli  it  would  be  precisely  the  em- 
ployment of  the  baths  which  so  singularly  diminished  the 
gravity  of  the  complication  in  these  cases.  The  patient, 
thanks  to  tlie  treatment,  is  [ilaced  in  such  conditions  thai 
he  bears  the.^e  luemorrhages  much  better,  and  they  become 
so  to  speak,  innocuous.  Thus,  says  he,  if  intestinal  hemor- 
rliages  are  made  more  frerpient,  tlieir  gravity  is  much  di* 
mioished,  by  cold  batlis.  But  betore  accepting  this  dictum 
of  Wunderlich,  we  must  remember  that  1  had  occasion  to 
point  out  to  you  that  bleeding  from  the  bowels  in  typhoid 
lever  has  not  always  the  gravity  which  is  usually  ascribed 
to  it,  and  that  Grave?,  Trousseau,  and  myself  had  observed 
many  cases  in  which  hjemorrltage  terminated  favorably. 
I  shall   not  return  to  this   point,  which   I   have   already 
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fituJied  ill  detail   with   von,  but  it  h  well  to  remember  it 
when  we  ar«3  appreciating  the  dictum  oi  Wiinderlicli. 

Tlie  cu8e«  wliich  yoii  have  witnes.^ed  in  our  wards,  and 
in  which  cold  water  has  been  emphiyrd,  have  doubtless 
appeared  to  you  significant  in  themselves;  they  wf^re  as 
you  observed,  grave  forms  of  disease,  which  pjave  ii;*  the 
mo.^t  lively  anxiety:  their  termination,  so  rapid  and  8o  fort- 
unate, is  evidence  not  only  of  the  liartnlessne.ss,  hut  of  the 
power,  of  the  treatment  wliich  we  thought  it  our  duty  to 
employ.  It  will  be  objected,  that  the  number  of  my  cased 
is  &o  small;  agreed,  but  the  statistics  of  others  fill  up  this 
hiatus.  Tliere  is  always  room  for  dispute  respecting  an 
indication  which  is  based  on  the  physiologic^U  siction  of  a 
remedy;  but  tigures  are  not  so  easily  to  he  criticised,  A 
therapeutic  method  vvhicli  can  show  a  mortality  relatively 
so  small  ought  to  be  universally  ap[jlied;  it  is  not  so  much 
H  qui^stion  of  progress  as  of  humanity.  I  sliall  therefore 
think  myself  very  happy »  gentlemen,  if  my  voice  find  an 
echo  among  you,  and  if  you  consent  to  share  my  convic- 
tions and  help  li>  8[»read  them.  You  have  seen  :  sny  and 
repent  every  where  what  you  have  seeof  that  will  be  the 
best  and  most  honest  propaganda  that  you  can  help  me 
to  make* 
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Sir  W,  Gull  at  the  session  of  the  Clinical  Society,  Octo- 
ber 24tli,  1873,  (reported  in  British  3Ied{cal  Jommal, 
November  1st,)  rejnl  a  pjiper  on  an  aflection,  first  referred 
to  by  himself  in  1S6S  under  the  name  of  apepsin  hysterica* 
In  the  paper  road  he  had  preferred  the  name  anorexia 
hysiei'iea,  whicli  had  been  applied  to  the  condition  by  Dr. 
Lasegue,  of  Paris,  as  more  consonant  with  the  facts;  as  hick 
of  appetite  for  food,  and  not  failure  of  digestion,  character- 
ized the  disease.  The  disease  occurs,  mostly,  in  young 
women  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  twenty-three,  and 
was  characterized  by  extreme  emaciation,  and  was  often 
considered  to  be  due  to  latent  tubercle  or  abdominal  dis- 
ease, or  to  the  so-called  atropliy.  In  the  one  fatal  case,  in 
which  death  was  due  to  starvation  and  thrombosis  of  the 
femoral  artery,  the  pod  mortem  showed  no  tubercular  or 
other  lesion.  He  was  disposed  to  consi<ler  the  want  of  up- 
petite  as  due  to  a  morbid  mental  state,  and  hysterical 
condition  of  the  pneumogastrics  of  central  origin.      He 
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might  use  the  terra  bystericaK  in  naming  the  disease^ 
though  without  regarding  tlie  strict  etymology  of  the  word, 
or  assuming^  that  tlio  suhpcts  of  this  atTection  prei^ented 
the  ordinary  ftyrnptoins  of  Jiysti*ria.  Iti  regard  to  thu  treat- 
ment, he  Hdvi^ed  mural  control  and  feeding  ;  regarding: 
medication  by  drugs  n^  of  only  secondary  im[>ortance. 

In  tlie  dit^cuHsion  tliat  followed,  Dr.  Qnnin  differed  from 
the  author  of  tlie  paper  in  regarding  the  disea^^e  as  due  to 
some  real  morl>id  condition  of  the  digestive  organn^and  not 
to  nervons  influences;  the  cause  being  peripheral,  rather 
than  cent  rah 

At  the  ?;ame  meeting,  another  paper  wan  read  by  Dr. 
Gail,  in  which  he  deyeril>ed  a  cretinoid  f^tate,  supervening 
in  the  adnlt,  coming  on  at  the  age  of  forty  and  upward. 
The  niorliid  change  consisted  in  a  general  and  giadual 
increa!?e  of  bulk  tlirnughout  the  frame,  with  an  especial 
cfiange  in  the  face  and  expressiun.and  corresponding  cimnge 
in  locomotion  and  mental  activity.  In  four  cjise^,  the  thy- 
roid body  was  not  enlarged  ;  but  he  was  unable,  from  the 
fullness  of  tlie  tissues  of  the  neck,  to  ascertain  whether  it 
was  wasted  or  not,  as  it  was  found  to  be  by  Dr.  Flagge,  in 
cases  of  sporadic  etjiigenita!  cretinism.  He  had  not  oi)served 
the  disease  at  all  in  mnlcs.  As  far  as  his  experience  al- 
lowed him  to  judge,  treatment  seemed  to  fail  in  producing 
marked  improvement. 


The  Value  of  Q-naraaa  in  Chronic  Rheumatism 


Dr.  Edward  A.  Rowson,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  Car- 
low  Infirmary,  writes  to  the  Irish  Hospital  Gamtie,  April 
15th: 

SutTering  severely  from  lurnbngo,  and  finding  all  vaunted 
remedies  fail,  I  tried  gnarana  as  an  experiment.  I  took 
fifteen  grains  blended  with  hot  water,  and  added  cream 
and  sngrir.  For  twenty-four  hours  afterwards  I  had  a  de- 
lightful relief  from  pain.  I  thought  it  must  be  a  coinci- 
dence ;  but  on  the  return  of  the  Inmbngo,  I  took  another 
dose  in  the  same  manner  and  with  simihir  result.  I  gradu- 
ally increased  the  dose  to  forty  grains  and  took  it  regularly, 
once  a  day,  for  about  a  week.  The  lumbago  disappeared. 
I  gave  up  the  guarana,  and  in  a  few  days  the  pain  in  the 
back  returned.  A  forty  grain  dose  removed  it,  and  it  did 
not  return  for  several  days  afterwards.  Now%  whenever  it 
does,  I  have  my  remedy  at  hand.     During  the  last  month 
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I  have  experimfiriterJ  largely  with  gunranft  ori  a  vuriety  of 

patients,  bntli  rifli  imd  poor.  The  resnlts  vary.  When 
the  pain  is  aeiite,  coming  on  with  sharp  atingSj  guarana 
acts  like  magic  ;  when  it  is  nf  a  dull,  achini^  chnraeter,  the 
drug  \^  slower  in  its  action,  and  several  doses  must  be  tak«^n 
before  any  deeidt^d  henelit  can  be  perceived. 

I  have  como  to  the  tbllnwing  conclnsion,  viz.,  that  when- 
ever the  tibrans  envelopes  of  nerves,  the  aponenrotic 
sheath  of  tlie  nmscle?*,  tli*^  fisciie  or  tendons  are  the  parts 
affected,  guarana  gives,  if  not  instantaneous,  at  least  very 
immediate  relief,  which  will  last  from  twelve  to  twenty* 
four  hours;  and  I  confidently  expect  that  (perseverance  in 
the  use  of  the  drug,  gradually  increasing  the  dose  up  to 
forty  grains,  will  entirely  remove  any  of  the  above  men- 
tioned kinds  of  rheumatism. 

Of  the  good  effects  of  g!iarana  on  the  nervous  hemtcraiiia 
there  is  no  douht;  and  I  trust  it  will  prove, in  other  hands, 
as  valuable  against  rheumatism  as  it  ha«  been  in  mine* 

I  find  that  guarana  was  exnmined  by  Martins,  in  1829, 
and  by  Gravelle,  in  1840.  According  to  them  "it  stimu- 
lates, and  at  the  same  time  soothes  the  gastric  system  of 
nerves,  and  reduces  the  excited  sonsibiliiy  of  the  coeliac 
plexus,  thereby  diminishing  febrile  action.,  and  strength- 
erdng  the  stomach  antl  intestines,  particularly  restrairjing 
an}^  excessive  mucous  discharges;  at  the  same  time  increas- 
ing the  action  of  the  iieart  and  arteries,  and  promoting 
diaphoresis*" 


Whooping  Cough  dapending  upon  a  Fungus  Growth. 

Dr*  Letzench  (Vinchow  Arehiv,  1873,  Ivii.),  believes 
that  whooping  cough  is  profliiced  by  a  fungus  growth  upon 
the  tonsils^  the  throat,  and  tlie  upper  part  of  the  larynx. 
The  proofs,  however,  which  he  has  given  in  support  of  his 
opinion  are  not  absolutely  convincing.  Ho  remarked  that 
dnring  an  e[>idernic  of  whooping  cougli,  tlie  remarkably 
satisfactory  inJluence  of  quinine.  Uniler  its  influence  the 
paroxysms  became  \e^^  violent  and  le-^s  freqnent  ;  the  dur- 
ation of  the  disease  was  also  shortened.  He  found  one 
grave  objection  to  the  use  of  the  quinine — viz.,  the  injuri- 
ous effect  it  exercised  upon  the  digestive  system »  To 
avoid  this  he  brought  the  drug  directly  in  contact  with  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  by  moans  of  an  insufflator; 
he  tried  this  in  throe  cases  and  the  result  was  excellent* — 
Obstetriccd  Journal, 
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Case  of  iNTRA-RECTO-ABDOinXAL  MANUAL  EXPLORATrON. — 

Dr.  Leale  reports  the  case  of  a  womuiu  set.  45,  wlio,  wliile 
suffGritig  iti tensely  from  an  attack  of  dysmenorrljODa, 
drank,  witli  suicidal  intent,  two  ounces  by  weiglit  of  pnro 
chloroform.  She  waw  seen  half  an  hour  after,  at  which 
time  she  was  i>rofuiind!y  anjes?thetizedj  and  had  not  vom- 
ited. Free  ernests  was  produced  hy  ?iilt  and  \vater,  but 
the  ejccta  did  not  emit  the  i^Iightest  odor  of  chloroform, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  expiratioua  were  strongly 
charged  with  its  vapor.  The  stomach  was  waslied  out  by 
means  of  a  pimip,  and  about  a  pint  of  water  (100*^  Fahr.) 
was  inj'^cted  to  act  as  a  bri^k  diuretic.  Her  pupils  were 
moderately  dilated,  and  did  nut  respond  to  ligljt  ;  conjunc- 
tiva insensible.  Within  half  an  liour  tlie  pulse-rate  in- 
creased from  72  to  140,  tlie  liearlV  action  growing  very 
feeble;  the  snrftice  of  the  body  became  cold  and  cyanoTic, 
and  death  from  astlietjia  was  evidently'  impending.  At 
this  time  the  band  was  cautiously  carried  through  the 
sphincter  uui,  passed  along  the  rectum  and  tlie  sigmoid 
flexure  into  the  descending  colon.  Direct  irritation  of 
the  solar  plexus  of  tlie  great  synifja  tlie  tic  nerve  was  then 
employed,  and  the  hand  carefully  withdrawn. 

A  return  to  consciousness  speedily  followed,  and  the 
CHse  resulted  in  complete  recovery.— iVei^;  York  Medicul 
Jonrnalf  February,  1874, 


Neuraloia  in  Infants,— Chii<lren  from  two  to  six  weeks 
old,  csfiecially  males,  sulfer  frequently  with  attacks  of  pain 
in  the  bowels,  coming  on  about  midnight,  and  lasting  un- 
til four  or  five  in  tiie  morning.  Children  thus  aiTected  cry 
violently,  but  towards  morning  become  quiet,  fall  asleep, 
and  the  next  day  are-well  as  ever.  This  enteralgia  does 
not  seem  to  he  caused  by  any  fiecal  a ccum illations  ;  it  i» 
very  noticeable,  however,  that  during  the  paroxysm  they 
pass  no  water,  and  at  the  end  of  it  a  large  quantity  of  pale- 
colored  urine  comes  away  as  after  an  hysterical  attack. 
The  cause  of  thia  retention  of  urine  is  unknown*  The  dis- 
ease aifects  children  of  uU  classes  of  society,  indiscriminate- 
ly, without  reference  to  their  hygienic  condition.  The 
remedv  recommended  bv  Dr.  Bovd  (Edinburgh  3Iedical 
Journal  Feb.,  1873;  Sekmuirs  Jahrbttcher,  1873,  No.  2;  ia 
spiritus  a3theris  nitrosi,  eight  or  ten  dropj?  in  a  drachm  of 
water.  Immediately  after  with  the  escape  of  wind  and  the 
passage  of  a  considerable  qnunlity  of  urine,  the  crying 
ceases,  and  the  little  patient  goes  to  sleep. — Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  JoumaL 


Successful  Treatment  by  Ovariotom>-. 
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Ovariotomy  Successful  in  a  Girl  Eight  Years  Old. 


Ml".  Spencer  Wells  relates  the  following  cage  in  tfto 
British  MeOicalJournal : 

'*  On  January  27tli,  asAiiSted  by  Dr.  Tracy,  of  Melboiirne* 
and  by  Mr*  Tliornton,  chloio-unethyl  bavin^  been  adrninb- 
tercd  by  Di\  Dayt  1  made  an  inci^^ion,  nearly  four  inebeslong, 
through  the  abdumuial  wall  in  the  median  line  below  the 
unibiliciiR,  and  divided  the  peritoneum  to  tlie  extent  of 
three  inches.  A  free  cyst  wan  tap[ied,  emptied,  and  drawn 
out  with  a  solid  muss  at  the  base.  Tliere  wa.s  a  Ion|]:  pedi* 
cle,  and  I  was  able  h>  pass  u  .-^ilk  ]i»i:uture  J^nd  tie  the  pedicle 
in  two  portions  wilhont  ineluilinjr  the  F^dhipian  tube,  1 
cut  t!ie  ends  of  tl*e  i^ilk  ch>se  to  the  knots,  leavin^r  very  lit- 
tle tissue  beyond  the  ligatures  on  cutting  away  the  tnmor. 
The  tied  pedicle  and  the  knots  of  the  li^atare  were  allowed 
to  full  back  into  the  pelvis.  On  examining  the  utorns  and 
other  ovary  with  one  finger  I  was  doulitful  which  oviiry  J 
had  removed,  thnngh  I  believe  it  was  the  left.  The  uterus 
did  not  feel  as  h*rge  as  a  Wiibiut,  and  I  could  not  feel  an 
ovary,  nor  tlie  lijjratnre  I  had  just  applied.  The  wound 
WHS  closed  by  silk  sutures,  passed  in  the  mode  1  usually 
practice  in  ovariotomy.  During  the  passage  of  the 
euturcs  there  was  more  difficuky  than  usual  in  preventing 
escape  of  intestines  and  omentum,  but  there  was  no  other 
peculiarity  in  the  operation.  A  little  ascitic  fluid  came 
uw^ay  after  the  cyst. 

The  suiid  portion  of  the  tumor  weighed  three  ounces, 
and  the  cyst  contained  twenty  ounce^i  of  Ihiid.  In  tlie  solid 
portion,  tliere  was  a  mass  of  bone  covered  with  true  skin, 
from  wliicli  grew  a  quantity  tif  h>ng  light  hair.  The  hair 
was  rolled  into  balls  and  matted  together  by  sebaceous 
matter.  The  skin  covering  the  bone  was  perfect,  and  lay 
on  a  bed  of  adipose  ami  aroidar  tissue.  The  bone  was 
proved  on  section  to  be  truo  bone,  nt»t  a  more  calcureoug 
degeneration,  A  full  tlescription  of  this  cyst  was  given  by 
Mr,  Thornton  when  it  was  shown  at  the  Pathological  So- 
ciety; and  the  specimen  will  be  preserved  in  the  Museum 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

During  the  first  and  second  days  after  operation,  the 
little  patient  had  aome  paiu,  and  was  rather  feverish. 
After  the  third  day  recovery  was  uninterrupted^  and  she 
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Bulled  froHi  Liverpool  for  New  York  on  the  21t!%t  of  Feb- 
ruary, twenty-five  days  after  ovariotomy." — ObskhHcal 
Journal, 


Death  from  Vaginal  Ixyection. 


The  Doctor  says  :  Vaginal  injectioiia  of  irritating  nature 
are  habitually  prescribed,  without  thinking  of  the  conse* 
qnences  to  wliieli  they  may  give  rise.  Here  m  an  observa- 
tion of  a  vaginal  injection^  followed  by  death,  which  may 
niaketliose  persons  reflect  who  consider  the  VHginul  raucous 
membrane  as  but  little  sensitive. 

This  observation  has  been  reported  in  the  Gazette  dea 
Ifogpitaux  by  Dr.  Lorain,  A  younjjf  girh  a;t.  16,  was  at- 
tacked with  vaginitis,  which  was  thought  to  be  gonor- 
rboeal*  After  an  emollient  treatment  without  efficacy,  as 
the  mucous  menibniiie  couhl  not  be  directly  cauterized,  Dr. 
Lorain  ordered  an  injection  with  a  weak  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver.  A  centigramnie  of  nitrate  «>f  silver  only  had 
passed  into  the  vagina,  with  care;  ijevertheles4?,  there  was 
great  pain  after  tlie  injection,  the  patient  was  restless  and 
moved  about  in  her  bed.  Ice  upon  the  abdomen  and  iu 
tlie  vagina  produced  amelioration,  and  this  condition  re- 
mained for  tour  days  :  vomiting  took  place  and  stomatitis, 
resembling  mercurial  stomatitis.  The  temperature  was 
37.8^  C. 

On  the  fifth  day  tbe  patient  died  suddenly,  at  seven  in 
the  evening, llie  abdomen  not  presenting  any  peculiar  tym- 
panitis. 

To  wliat  was  this  singular  death  attributable?  Dr- 
Lorain  thought  this  niigbt  be  attributed  to  some  drops  of 
pus  issuing  fi"om  the  Fallopian  tubes,  caused  by  a  reflex 
action  determined  by  the  pain. 

At  the  autopsy,  Dr.  Tardieu,  in  fact^  showed  that  there 
existed  metritis  of  the  mucous  membrane^  with  suppura- 
tioD. 


Tlie  Elastic  Ligature. 


Mr.  Henry  Kettle  reports  the  case  of  a  lady  who  during 
four  years  of  married  life  had  always  suffered  excessive 
pain  during  coitus.  For  eighteen  months  this  pain  had 
been  almost  intolerable,  and  all  sexual  intercourse  had 
ceased.     She  was  io  a  depressed^  emaciated  and  geue rally 
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miserable  condition.  She  had  been  treated  for  some  time 
by  a  distinguislied  specialist  for  vaginismus,  but  had  never 
obtained  an_v  relief.  Upon  examination  tliere  was  found 
growing  from  the  puistcrior  fuurchette,  more  upon  the  left 
side  than  the  right,  what  appeared  to  be  an  exaggerated 
third  nyrnpha,  in  breadlh  about  an  inch,  but  rnnefi  broader 
at  its  free  extremity  ;  in  length  an  incli  and  a  half;  it  was 
^exquisitely  sensitive,  so  that  eveu  walking  produced  great 
pain*  A  double  elastic  ligature  was  passed  through  the 
base  of  the  growth  and  was  tied  on  eittier  side.  In  lliree 
days  tlie  whole  of  it  had  separated,  leaving  two  small 
granulating  spots,  which  were  completely  healed  in  three 
or  four  days  more. 

The  cure  w'as  complete  aud  permanent.- — The  Lancet, 
March  2l3t,  1874. 


The  Use  of  Sponge  Tents  in  Displacement  and  Enlarge- 
ments of  the  Uterus. 


Dr.  Klencke  {Dcid^che  Ktinik, 32^1873)  gives  an  account 
of  three  cases  of  clironic  metritis  aud  hypertrophy  of  the 
uterus,  one  of  which  was  complicated  by  retroversion, 
which  he  successfully  treated  by  the  nse  of  sponge  tents. 
He  adopted  the  treatment  from  Dr.  Krone,  who  employ- 
ing sponge  tenta  to  dihite  a  retroflexed  and  hypertrophied 
uterus  to  ascertain  if  the  increase  of  sixe  \va3  due  to  fibroid 
growths,  fuuud  after  several  had  been  used  that  the  uterus 
returned  to  its  normal  size  and  position.  Dr,  Klencke 
compares  the  effect  of  ifie  sponge  tents  to  that  going  on  in 
the  puerperal  state.  He  thinks  that  in  a  slight  degree  a 
lochial  condition  is  produced,  through  which  the  involution 
of  the  organ  is  brought  about;  and  since  the  greater  num- 
ber of  these  diseases  arise  from  an  interrup^ion  to  the  puer- 
peral state,  this  method  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  continu- 
ation of  and  the  complement  to  the  normal  process  of 
i u vol u t i o u . — Ohatiit rical  Jo unial. 


Pathognomonic  Sign  of  Pertussis* — The  practitioner 
may  be  sometimes  consulted  on  a  case  of  whooping  cough, 
without  having  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  a  paroxysm. 
In  sucit  a  case,  M.  Boucbut  recommends  him  to  examine  the 
frainum  litigua^,  which  he  will  always  find  the  seat  of  a 
Biiiull  ulcer  in  cljildreu  the  subjects  of  pertussis,  or  who 
are  on  the  point  of  becoming  so. 
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Suspected  PnEfiNANCT. — Foreign  Body  in  the  Blad- 
DER.^Mr,  T.  W.  Hiue  relrites  the  case  of  a  girl,  a?t.  17, 
who  wity  admitted  to  the  Hospital  for  Women,  having  been 
dismissed  from  her  situation  on  suspicion  of  being  preg- 
nant. She  had  nnt  meni?truated  for  six  months;  her  abdo- 
men was  very  prominent;  her  breasts  were  large  and  fnll, 
the  nipples  firm  and  projecting  from  a  dark,  well-defined 
areob,  which  was  stndded  with  enlnrged  folhcles;  there 
was  no  milk;  she  had  had  severe  attacks  of  vomiting. 
Since  the  cessation  of  menstruation  she  had  suffered  from 
temijorary  attacks  of  incontinence  of  urine,  and  had  nnt 
passed  more  than  a  wineglassfu!  at  any  time,  bnt  mictnri- 
tion  was  painless.  Tlie  urine  was  thick,  darkp  turbid  and 
offensive.  On  passing  a  metallic  catheter  into  the  bhiddtr 
a  large  calcnloos  mass  was  struck,  and  was  subsequently 
removed  with  the  hthotrite.  It  proved  to  he  a  tootli-brush 
handle  encrnsted  with  unites  and  phospates.  The  girl 
admitted  having  nsed  it  to  relieve  stoppage  of  urine.  In 
a  week  she  was  disci larged  well,  and  twenty-five  days 
afterwards  she  menstruated  for  the  first  time  in  seven 
months, — The  Lancet^  January  24th,  1874. 


Danger  of  Intra-Uterine  iNJECTiONs.-^The  Gazette  tk 
Jovhii  gives  the  details  of  two  cases,  which  show  that 
while  intra-uterine  injections  are  energetic  agents  in  modi- 
fying the  conditions  of  tliis  mucous  cavity,  they  should 
only  be  employed  with  caution. 

In  one  case,  though  the  patient  had  become  enfeebled 
by  repeated  hemorrhage,  slie  endured,  without  suffering 
inconvenience,  two  injections  of  the  uterine  cavity.  A 
third,  consisting  of  a  weak  infusioti  of  chamomile  and  di- 
luted perchloride  of  iron,  was  succeeded  by  death  in 
thirty  hours  after  decided  symptoms  of  subacute  peritoni- 
tia.  The  mucoas  lining  of  the  uterus  and  right  fallopiati 
tube,  and  the  adjacent  peritoneal  surface^  were  founds 
after  death,  covered  with  an  ink  black  clot  and  presenting 
unmistakable  evidences  of  inflammation.— Jl/edicai  Exam' 
iner. 


For  the  Chafing  of  Infants. — Take  of  powdered  starch 
two  parts,  white  oxide  of  zinc  one  part.  Make  a  fine  well- 
mixed  powden  Dust  the  abraded  parts,  with  the  powder, 
after  proper  cleansing* ^ — Exchange. 
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On  Some  Cases  of  Neglected  Iritis. 


BY    H,    S-    SCHELL,    M.  D. 


InflararaatioTi  of  the  Iris  is  one  of  those  disorders  which 
has  K>ng  been  well  understood,  n«t  only  by  ophthalmolo* 
gistft,  but  by  the  profesBion  g^ene rally. 

Such^  at  leastj  is  the  usual  impression.  Bat  the  fact  is 
that  the  disea.-^e  in  question  is  very  often  overlooked  or  mis- 
managed, and  in  consequence  maay  cases  ma}-  be  seen  in 
which,  though  the  acute  twinge  has  finally  subsided  the  eye 
18  h^ft  permanently  injured  :  its  functions  cau  no  longer  be 
properly  performed. 

In  some  instances  of  tfiis  kind,  vision  may  be  interfered 
with  by  bantls  of  false  raumbrane  crossing  over  or  even  oc- 
cluding the  pupiL 

Or,  aUliough  the  pupil  is  clear,  attachments  may  remain 
between  the  iris  and  the  lens  capsule^  keepitjg  the  former 
in  a  smouldering  fever  of  restraint,  ready  to  burst  out  at 
any  moment  into  a  vigorous  attack  of  fresh  inflammation. 

And  tilts  time  the  mischief  may  be  so  thoroughly  done 
that  the  choroid,  retina,  and  vitreous^  one  and  all  are  invol- 
ved, and  the  vision  impaired  beyond  hope  of  recovery  ;  or 
the  healthy  eye  may  fiiiatly  set  up  sympathetic  action,  and 
to  save  it  we  may  be  forced  to  remove  the  one  first 
attacked. 

Kspecially  in  iritis  must  we  oppose  the  very  beginnings, 
if  we  hope  to  effect  a  perfect  cure;  and  it  therefore  ^be- 
comes a  matter  of  much  importance  to  know  why  therte 
earliest  stages  are  so  often  ignored. 

In  very  many  cases,  it  seems  probable  thnt  the  violent 
congestion  or  intlamraation  of  the  ocular  conjunctiva,  which 
80  generally  accompanies  the  disease,  is  responsible  for  its 
obscuration. 

And  it  is  quite  natural  that  it  should  be  so,  A  j)er8on 
with  a  sore  eye  applies  for  treatment.  His  eye  is  painful, 
watering  profusely  when  any  attempt  is  made  to  examine 
it.  The  spasmodically-contracted  lids  are  forced  apart 
just  long  enough  to  disclose  a  crimson  conjunctiva  and  a 
clear  cornea,  and  the  first  impulse  is  not  to  subject  him 
to  the  pain  of  a  further  examination,  but  to  prescribe  some 
cooling  lotion  or  astringent  drops,  aod  let  him  go  in  peace. 
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The  fol lowing  is  a  case  in  point : 

M.  C,  teiaale»  agerl  39,  camo  to  the  Eye  and   Ear    His- 

Sensarv  of  St*  Mary^s*  Hospital  on  tl^e  5tii  of  August,  1873. 
[or  right  eye  had  been  very  painful  for  two  weeks.  She 
had  consulted  one  physician  who  had  gi/en  her  an  astrin- 
gent WHrth,  and  afterwards  another  who  liad  advised  the 
constant  application  of  a  cold  infnsion  of  slippery  <dm  bark. 
But  these  medicines  had  only  caused  an  aggravation  of 
her  symptoms.  Upon  examination,  ati  intense  conges- 
tion was  found  pervading  the  conjunctiva j  but  through 
the  network  of  interlacing  vessels  could  be  dimly 
seen  a  rosy  zone  of  radiating  vessels  surrounding  the 
cornea.  Tht:re  was  a  well-marked  phlyctenuhi  jujjit  be- 
yond the  outer  margin  of  the  cornea  ;  also,  great  intoler- 
ance of  light,  laclirymation  and  dimness  of  vision.  The 
iris  waa  of  a  dull,  yellowish  color,  while  that  of  the  sound 
eye  was  a  bright  gray.  Under  the  intluencc  of  alternate 
light  and  shade  the  contracted  pupil  moved  i/ery  slightly 
and  sluggishly. 

She  was  ordered,  for  local  usq^  a  solution  of  the  sulphate 
of  atropia,  and  to  take  colchicnm  and  Dover's  powder. 
When  she  returned  to  the  dispensary  on  tlie  8tli,  the  pa[iil 
was  dilated,  but  irregular ly^  showing  two  points  of  adho- 
wiou  to  the  lens.  Mercurial  inunction  and  iodide  of  potas- 
sium gr,  X.  t.  d.,  were  prescribed,  and  on  the  17th,  the 
pupil  was*  widely  and  regularly  dilated,  the  pain  and  pho- 
tophobia gone,  and  the  eye  apparently  welh  except  the 
remains  of  the  phlyctenula  which  was  shortly  cured  by  the 
local  application  of  calomel.  The  atropia,  however,  was 
continued  for  the  remainder  of  the  month. 

In  the  follow  nig  case,  also,  the  conjunctiva  had  occupied 
more  than  its  share  of  attention. 

C.  S.,  a  married  woman,  aged  32,  presented  herself  fr>r 
treatment  August  5.  Her  left  eye  had  been  sore  nearly  a 
mouth*  During  that  time  her  physician  had  prescribed 
for  her  various  eyedrops  ;  had  blistered  her  on  tl»e  temple 
and  back  of  the  ear.  Upon  inspection,  the  conjunctiva 
was  found  deeply  injected,  the  episcleral  zone  barely  dia- 
cernible,  the  iris  dull,  and  its  color  changed  from  blue  to 
green-  A  well-marked  brownish  nodule,  the  size  of  a 
hemp  seed,  projected  from  the  surface  of  its  upper  and 
outer  segment,  and  opposite  this  point  the  episcleral  zona 
of  vessels  were  better  marked  than  elsewhere.  A  few 
drops  of  an  eight-grain  solution  of  atropia  placed  in  the 
eye  caused  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour  some  irregular 
dilatation  of  the  iris,  showing  the  existence  of  a  synechia 
behind  the  nodule  and  at  the  lower  edge  of  the  pupiL 
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Upon  close  cross-examination,  no  further  evidence  of 
venere;il  taint  conic)  be  obtriine<l. 

A  soUuion  of  atropia  for  local  use  and  mercurial  inunc- 
tion were  ordered. 

On  tlie  15tb  tliegurns  were  found  to  be  sporii^y;  the  nod- 
ule on  the  iri.s  liurl  ciisii|>pt?arod;  there  was  slight  hypopyon 
in  the  anterior  cliamber,  and  tlie  pupil  was  regularly  and 
widely  dilafefL  She  was  ordered  to  discontiiine  the  in- 
unction and  to  take  poL  iod.  gr.  xv  t,  d.,  aLs(»  liq.  morph, 
snlph.  f3i  p.  r*  n,,  for  tbe  relief  of  nocturnal  pain.  On  the 
6th  of  September  she  considered  herself  qnite  welL 

There  is  another  class  of  cases,  where  tbe  conjunctiva  is 
not  at  fanlt,  bnt  tbe  condition  of  the  iris  is  disguised  by 
that  of  the  cornea.  And  bero  it  is  well  to  remember  that 
iritis  is  often  the  main  and  visible  link  in  n  chain  of  disor- 
der with  keratitis  at  one  end  and  destruction  of  the  clior- 
oid  and  tlie  retina  at  the  other. 

An  inflammation  of  the  cornea  is  always  accompanied  by 
more  or  less  injection  of  the  small,  straight  radiating  ves- 
sels around  its  edge  ;  but  whenever  that  ring  of  vessels  is 
seen,  suspicion  shoald  be  aroused  us  to  tbe  condition  of  tbe 
iris,  and  a  thorongb  examinatitui  of  tbe  latter  should  be 
made  without  dehiy, 

L»  S.,  a  married  woman,  aged  40»  applied  for  treatment 
on  tbe  2d  of  September.  Her  left  eye  had  been  tronble- 
eome  for  a  month,  and  bad  been  treated  with  various  drops 
and  lotions  without  benefit.  There  was  a  general  ba/juesa 
of  tbe  cornea,  with  some  dotted  opacity  on  its  posterior 
surface^  and  a  slight  injection  of  the  sclerotic  vessels  bor- 
dering the  cornea.  The  naturally  brown  iris  was  of  a 
somewhat  more  reddisli  hue  than  in  the  healthy  eye,  and 
the  pufiil  responded  not  at  all  to  the  stimulus  of  light. 
A  few  drops  of  an  eight-grain  solution  of  atropia  produced 
a  scarcely  visible  effect  on  tbe  pupil,  which  showed,  how- 
ever, no  irregularity  in  its  outline.  The  woman  was  ap- 
parently in  tlie  best  of  health,  but  said  that  her  children 
were  unhealthy,  and  that  sbo  bad  had  several  abortions. 
She  was  ordered  to  apjily  locally  a  fo'jr-grain  sobition  of 
atropia  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  to  rub  ung.  hydrarg, 
31*  in  each  armpit  night  ami  morning.  On  tbe  12th,  the 
pupil  was  fully  rlilatod  and  tbe  eye  improved. 

Pot,  iod,,  gr.  X  t,  d.j  was  prescribed  in  place  of  the 
mercury.     On  tbe  4th  of  October  she  was  apparently  well. 

And  80  one  might  go  on,  almost  ad  infinitum,  with  the 
recital  of  cases  of  this  kind,  in  which  the  sulTerer  is  finally 
forced  to  seek  relief  at  the  hands  of  specialists,  or  to  endure 
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a  vision  permanently  impiiired.  And  3^et  no  disorder  of 
the  eye  ia  more  ccrtuirily  detected  than  iritis,  if  only  a 
carefal  search  be  made. 

A  particular  set  of  symptoms  always  accompanies  the 
afFection.s;  but  while  some  of  these  are  always  present,  the 
others  may  vary  in  deji^ree  and  even  be  entirely  absent. 

Tliese  gymptoois  are  : 

1.  SlKgghhness  of  the  pupil  undei*  the  slimnlus  of  light, 
Tliis  is  the  most  important  test  of  all,  and  is  present  in 
every  case.  The  want  of  mobility  results  from  the  con- 
gestion of  the  vessels  of  the  iris  and  from  elTusion  into  its 
Structure.  As  the  disGa>e  advances,  pseudo-niemhrauous 
attnchments  form  to  the  capsule  of  the  len?,  or  bands  ex- 
tend across  the  pupil,  or  even  fill  it  up  and  prevent  all 
motion. 

If  the  healtliy  eye  is  closed  and  the  other  alternately 
shaded  by  the  hand  and  exposed  to  the  li^rht,  we  ctm  gen- 
erally  arrive  at  a  pretty  good  no  Hon  of  the  condition  of 
the  iris.  If,  however,  any  doubt  remains,  a  few  drops  of  a 
four-grain  solution  of  a  tropin  may  he  placed  in  the  eye, 
and  in  some  cases,  where  the  secretion  of  tears  is  so  great 
as  to  wash  away  the  mydriatic  almost  immediatelyj  it  may 
be  necessary  ro  repeat  the  apjjlication  in  a  few  minutes. 
After  the  lapse  of  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hotir  the  effect 
on  the  pupil  may  be  quite  evident  to  ordinary  inspec- 
tion. If  not,  we  can  take  a  lens  of  two  and  a  half  of  three 
inch  focus,  and  concentrate  the  liglit  of  a  lamp  obliquely 
upon  ihe  pupil.  A  similar  lens  may  now  be  used  to  ex- 
amine the  eye,  and  may  show  us  perhaps  little  points  on 
the  anterior  capsule  of  the  crystalline  lens,  left  by  the  iris 
in  breaking  loose  from  its  false  attachments  ;  other  adhe- 
sions not  yet  broken  down  ;  minute  specks  of  plastic  mat- 
tor  on  the  papiUarv  margin  ;  or  a  swollen  condition  of  the 
whole  membrane. 

Unless  aljsolutely  necessary  for  purposes  of  diagnosis  or 
treatment,  it  is,  however,  almost  a  cruelty  to  put  a  strong 
solution  of  atropia  into  the  eye  of  a  person  who  is  obliged 
to  depend  upon  that  organ  in  his  daily  occupation.  The 
intense  glare  of  light  wliich  often  results  from  the  improper 
use  of  atropia  is  distressing  in  the  extreme,  and  the  paraly- 
sis of  tbe  accommodation  renders  vision  practically  useless 
for  any  kind  of  near  work-  The  dilatation  will  last  in  such 
cases  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  to  the  great  annoyance  and 
alarm  of  the  patient. 

2.  Change  of  color*  This  is  sometimes  the  most  striking 
eymptom  at  first  glance.     The  result  ia  such  as  might  be 
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produced  by  the  mixture  of  a  reddisU-yellow  with  the 
[natural  hue,  thrmj^h  it  is  ofttii  disguitied  by  haziness  of  the 
ctiniea,  01' turliidity  of  the  aqueous  humor*  The  change 
in  the  geueral  appearance  of  the  iris  is  iiided  by  the  fact 
that  fcliti  bright  and  delicate  radiating  fibres  which  may  be 
Been  to  compose  the  healthy  organ  become  blurred  and 
dull. 

3.  Sderotic  zone.  The  rosy  zone  of  short,  straight  ves- 
sels surrounding  the  cornea  iiud  radiating  from  the  pupil 
as  a  centre  is  always  present  in  iritis.  The  irregular, 
branching  vessels  of  conjiMit'tival  hyperieniiu  may  overlie 
this  zone,  but  do  not  often  liide  it  entirely*  We  must  look 
for  it  through  the  conjunctiva,  and  we  are  aided  in  doing 
80  by  sliding  the  latter  membrane  about  a  little  with  the 
fingers,  so  as  to  heighten  the  contrast  between  the  mov- 
able vessels  and  the  fixed  ones  beneath.  If  keratitis  co- 
exist8  the  zone  may  be  due  to  that  alTeetion,  and  we  must 
look  for  otiier  symptoms. 

4.  Pain.  Mure  or  less  pain  about  tJie  eye  is  always  pre- 
sent, especially  at  night.  But  this  symptom  is,  of  course, 
not  peculiar  to  iritis* 

6.  Ldoleranee  of  light  is  seldom  entirely  absent.  This 
L condition,  however,  may  depend  on  other  pathological 
fchanges  than  the  one  under  consideration,  as  may  also — 

6.  Dimness  of  vision. 

Attention  to  these  symptoms  may  serve  to  detect  any 
case  of  iritis,  and  in  its  ordinary  or  plastic  form  no  other 
will  be  marked.  But  in  the  serous  form  there  may  be  only 
Blight  injection  of  tlie  episcleral  zone,  the  conjunctiva  may 
be  unaftected,  and,  while  the  color  of  the  iris  is  but  little 
changed,  the  absence  of  mobility  is  sometimes  complete. 

In  the  gummatous  form  wo  liave  the  symptoms  of  a^ 
syphjlitic  gummy  tumor  of  the  iris  superadded  to  those  de- 
noting an  inflammatory  condition  of  that  organ. 

In  regard  to  treatment,  it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that 
cold  demulcent  infusions  and  astringent  washes  only  aggra- 
vate tlie  disease.  The  conjunctiva,  therefore,  may  be  left 
to  take  care  of  itself,  while  energetic  measures  are 
directed  towards  the  little  membrane  on  which  so  much 
depends. 

The  sulphate  of  atropia  is  from  first  to  last  an  indispeu* 
sable  remedy.  If  the  alkaloid  itself  is  used,  a  solution  of 
sufficient  strengtli  can  be  obtained  only  by  the  addition  of 
^n  acid,  and  it  is  very  difficult  not  to  get  an  excess  of  the 
latter,  with  a  resultant  solution  which  is  highly  irritating 
to  the  already  inflamed  conjunctiva*     A   solution   of  four 


316 


Ophthalmology  and  Otology. 


graiusofthe  neutral  sulphate  in  a  fluidounce  uf  distilled 
water  forms  a  perfectly  bluud  application. 

It  is  best  applied  by  drawing  down  the  lower  lid  and 
placing  within  it,  by  means  of  a  pipette  or  a  quill,  a  couple 
of  drops  every  hour  until  tlie  pupil  is  fully  dilated  or  we 
find  that  it  is  firmly  bound  by  synechia.  In  the  latter  case 
the  atropia  is  useless,  juid  sliould  be  sus(*L'nded  until  the  rc- 
ttolvent  efTccts  of  mercury  can  be  obtniried. 

It  will  also  be  futile  to  employ  atropia  in  the  beginning, 
if  the  grade  ryf  inOajiimatory  actinn  is  very  higli,  or  the 
ocolar  tension  is  iniicli  increased.  The  former  ease  will 
need  a  certain  amount  of  derivative  treatment,,  leeching 
of  terapleSi  purgation,  etc.j  and  the  latter  the  [yerformance 
of  paracentesis  of  tlie  cornea  betore  the  mydriatic  can  be 
absorbed* 

When  the  pupil  has  been  unce  fully  dilated  it  is  often 
sufiieient  to  use  the  atropia  once,  daily,  to  keep  up  its  in- 
fluence ;  but  it  may  be  instilled  often er,  of  course,  should 
it  be  tieeessary.  Tlie  object  is  to  get  and  keep  the  iris  in 
the  condition  of  as  small  a  rim  as  possible.  Even  after 
the  case  is  apparently  cured,  we  find  it  better  to  continue 
the  local  influence  of  tlie  drug  for  a  couple  of  weeks,  or 
until  there  is  no  longer  a  suspicion  of  iritis  ;  nut  persist- 
ing too  long,  however,  as  it  appears  to  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  granular  lids. 

The  pupil  should  be  closely  examined  every  day  or  two, 
and  if  adhesions  are  formed  or  forming,  we  should  at  once 
resort  to  the  aduiinistration  of  mercury— preferably  by  in- 
unctioiL  If  the  adhesions  are  recent,  they  will  generally 
yield  to  a  smaller  amount  of  mercurial  tlian  is  necessary  to 
touch  the  gums. 

Morpliia,  in  sufficient  doses  to  allay  pain»  has  a  most 
beneficial  influence  on  the  course  of  the  disease. 

In  any  cose,  it  is  well  to  fill  up  the  space  around  the 
globe,  over  the  closed  lid,  with  soft  cotton,  and  cover  with 
a  bandage.  This  sets  the  eye  at  rest,  and  aids  in  the  con- 
traction of  the  vessels,  by  the  w^armth  it  maintains.  But 
in  bad  cases  compresses  wrung  out  of  hot  water  must  bo 
kept  constantly  applied  until  the  most  urgent  symptoms, 
are  alleviated. 

In  every  instance  it  will  be  necessary  to  find  out  the 
cause  on  which  the  afTection  depends, — whether  traumat- 
ic, rheumatic,  syphilitic,  malarial ^  sympathetic  with  the 
other  eye,  or  with  some  pathological  condition  of  tlte  sysr 
tem,^ — and  to  adapt  the  treatment  to  the  circumstances. 
Cases  w*bich  are  obviously  of  rheumatic  origin,  and  without 
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inucli   plastic  effnsioo,  are  often    readily  subdued   by   the 
.administration  of  Vaiice'ti  pills,  one  of  which  contains  ext* 
^colctiici  acet.,  gr.  1|,  pulv.  ipecac,  comp,   gr.  iv  :   on©  to 
be  rakeii  before  breakfast  and  diiKier^  and  two  at  niglit. 

In  a  large  proportion  of  cases  our  gnspicionB  will  be 
directed  to  a  syphilitic  origin^  and,  however  unjust  tins 
may  often  be,  it  is  certain  that  mercury  is  frequently  indis- 
pensable to  the  cure  ;  so  that  it  is  generally  better  to  give 
the  patient  tlie  l>en©fit  of  the  doubt  so  far  as  the  privilege 
of  taking  the  medicine  is  concerned. 


Treatment  of  Grrajiular  Lids. 


In  a  clinical  lecture  on  this  subject,  in  the  Irish  Hospital 
GcLzede,  Dr.  Swanzy  remarks  that  the  first  and  most  impor- 
tant thing  is  to  provide  abundance  of  fresh  air,  both  witln'n 
doors  and  without*  The  patient  should  never  be  allowed 
to  remain  moping  in  the  house,  ns  he  is  apt  to  do,  but 
should  lie  made  to  take  several  hours*  open* air  exercise 
daily.  More,  lie  is  convinced,  may  be  done  in  many  c<m- 
junctival  diseases  by  fresh  nir  alone  than  by  any  other 
treatment  without  it.  It  probably  acts  directly  and  locally 
on  the  ccnijunctiva,  and  not  in  any  round  about  way  through 
the  constitution.  When  vascuhir  reaction  is  insuflicient 
for  tlie  absorption  of  the  granulations,  it  should  be  excited; 
when  excessive,  it  should  be  restrained,  flyperfeniia  may 
be  exciied  by  warm  fomentations  and  by  sulphate  of  cop- 
per. Excessive  blenorrha?a  may  be  checked  oy  nitrate  of 
silver  solution,  containing  ten  grains  to  the  ounce,  applied 
by  means  of  a  camel-hair  brush  to  the  completely  everted 
upper  lid,  A  little  solution  of  common  sa!t  should  boat 
hand  to  remove  excess,  and  this  again  may  be  washed 
aw^ay  with  plain  w^ater.  The  eflfiict  can  be  modified  l>y  the 
length  of  time  the  solution  of  the  nitrate  is  allowed  to 
remain  in  contact  with  the  membrane.  When  the  blenor- 
rhcea  is  only  slightly  in  excess,  the  liq.  plurabi  subacet. 
dil.  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  without  spirit,  is  an  admirable 
thing  ;  it  also  should  be  washed  oflF  with  plain  water,  and 
its  use  in  this  way  is  not  contra-indicated  by  the  presence 
of  ulcers  on  the  cornea.  It  is  most  important,  in  using  any 
local  application,  to  thoroughly  evert  the  upper  lid,  in 
order  that  that  part  of  the  membrane  may  be  reached 
which  is  reflectea  from  the  lid  to  the  globe »  for  a  neglect 
of  this  part  may  render  the  treatment  abortive.     Fresh 
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cases  of  acute  granular  ophtlialmia  (miliiaiv  or  Egyptian 
ophthalmia)  du  not  require  any  topical  applieation.  Ice 
compresses  alone  may  be  placed  on  the  lids,  a  leech  or  two 
at  the  inner  canthua,  and  the  patient  should  be  purged. 


EditariaL 

The  American  Medical  Association, 


The  regular  ainiual  convention  of  this  Asaociation  met  in 
Dctriiit,  Michigan,  OH  the  2il  inat. 

Through  the  politeness  tjf  our  IVieud,  Dr*  G*  L,  Simmonis, 
of  Sacramento,  who  was  in  attendance,  and  who  is  on  hi» 
return  home  after  a  tour  in  Europe,  we  are  in  receipt  of 
the  trausactiotia  as  they  progressed;  but  as  we  are  about 
going  to  press  and  every  available  space  in  the  Lancet  is 
appropriated,  we  slmll  only  be  able  to  alJude  in  general 
terms  to  the  meeting. 

The  address  of  welcome  ^vaa  delivered  by  Dr.  William 
Brodie,  of  Detroit  ;  the  annual  dddress  by  the  PrcBident, 
Dr.  J.  M,  Toner»  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  attendance  was  unusually  large,  there  being  about 
(400)  four  hundred  present,  representiog  every  State  in  the 
Union,  including  several  of  the  Territories. 

Dr.  Toner's  address  is  replete  with  soond  advice,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  comprehensive  productions  of  the  class  we 
have  ever  perused. 

The  several  sections  held  their  respective  meetings,  and 
many  very  able  and  interesting  papers  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred To  Committee  on  Publication.  The  section  on  **8tate 
Medicine  and  Public  Hygiene,"  after  considerable  discus- 
sion, passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Remlved^  That  it  is  expedient  at  this  time  to  petition 
Co  tigress  for  the  estabiishment  of  a  National  Sanitary 
Bureau* 
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Tlio  Association  were  very  handsomely  entertained  by 
the  citizens  of  Detroit  in  geoenil^  and  ei^pecially  by  the 
Mayor  of  the  city,  Dr.  Morse  Stewart,  and  oaany  private 
parties  at  their  residences. 

Doubtless  this  convocation  of  the  profession  will  be  noted 
not  only  by  the  superiority  of  iu  papers  and  discussions, 
but  will  abo  be  remembered  by  all  wlio  participated  as 
one  of  the  most  agreeable  that  the  Association  has  ever 
had. 


Medical  Department  of  Our  State  University. 


A  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
our  State  University  inaugurated  or  established  its  medical 
department  by  accepting  the  donation  of  the  *'  Board  of 
Trustees  ''  of  the  To  land  Medical  College,  and  appointing 
a  Faculty  consisting  of  the  original  corps  of  instrnctorSi 
to  which  they  added  several,  resident  and  non-residents ; 
one  Irom  Stockton,  and  two  from  l^acramento* 

The  progress  of  this  department  in  the  brief  period 
of  one  year  hm  been  more  than  could  have  been  antic- 
ipated by  its  most  sanguine  friends.  Opening  last  year 
with  a  class  of  some  eighteen  or  twenty,  its  number  has 
been  increased  so  rapidly  a^  to  enable  the  Faculty  to  in- 
augurate its  present  course  of  instruction  with  a  class  of 
forty  odd,  giving  evidence  of  the  growing  interest  and  con- 
tidence  felt  in  the  institution  of  the  State- 

Amongst  the  chuss  some  five  or  six  nationalities  are 
represented,  some  coming  from  as  far  as  South  America, 
with  the  view  to  graduation  in  a  Bchool,  the  perpetuatioo 
of  which  is  a  fixed  fact,  thereby  eecuring  to  them  for  all 
time,  an  Alma  Mater. 

The  Medical  Class  of  1874  is  the  largest  ever  convened 
in  any  school  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  is  distinguished  for 
its  regular  attendance  and  intelligence. 

We  are  the  more  pleased  to  allude  to  the  progress  and 
promised  success  of  the  school,  since  so  much  has   been 
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said  by  a  few  crofikera,  who  are  to  be  found  in  all  pro- 
fessions and  in  all  coinraiioities,  and  who  fulsely  conceiirc 
the  idea  tliat  the  royal  road  to  prominence  is  through  the 
destruction  of  the  fair  name  and  reputation  of  others, 
instead  of  emulation,  which  is  the  only  true  path. 

Thin  article  is  not  written  ia  a  spirit  of  exultntion,  but 
simply  to  illustrate  a  principle  that  ia  as  old  aa  time  itself 
and  should  govern  all  men  and  people. 


Chair  of  Anatomy  in  Jefferson  Medical  College «  Phila- 
delphia, f 


Some  ruonths  since  we  alluded  to  a  contest  which  at  the 
time  was  in  progress,  concerning  the  Chair  of  Anatomy  in 
the  time  honored  Jefferson  Medical  College, 

Professor  Joseph  Pancoast  having  resiiined  the  position 
it  became  a  question  who  should  be  selected  to  fill  it.  In 
an  institute  of  soch  renown  it  wns  considered  a  very  impor- 
tant question,  and  consequently  several  candidates  were 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Professor  Pancoast  having  a  son,  who,  for  t^everal  years, 
had  been  Demonstrator  in  the  same  scliool,  very  naturally 
insisted  that  his  son  shonld  succeed  to  the  Chair  made 
vacant  by  his  resignation. 

Other  parties,  however,  whether  through  inimical  feel- 
ing toward  the  veteran  teacher  or  his  son,  or  merely 
through  that  ambition  which  impels  men  in  every  act  of 
life  to  further  their  own  interests,  at  once  opposed  the  ap- 
pointment of  W.  H.  Pancoast,  He  has  been  trained  in  the 
art  of  teaching  under  the  direction  of  his  father,  to  which 
is  added  the  experience  necessarily  acquired  in  the  dissect- 
ing-room whilst  acting  as  demonstratorfor  a  number  of 
years,  and  hence  is  thoroughly  qualified  to  fill  the  position 
with  credit  to  himself,  his  name  and  the  schooL 

Without  being  able  to  grasp  and  discuss  the  grounds  of 
opposition,  we  are  frank  to  say  that  it  was  simply  in  bad 
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taste,  and  not  treating  tlie  late  professor  with  tbsit  consid- 
eration which  his  long  service  and  untiring  zeal  as  a 
teacher  entitled  him  to,  to  oppose  his  pet  schemes  and  nat* 
nnil  pride  and  ambition  to  nee  hit*  own  son,  upon  whom  he 
had  bestow^ed  fio  ninch  labor,  time  and  patience,  in  order 
to  qualifyi  and  who,  to  say  the  very  least,  is  a  thorough 
gentleman,  educated,  refine!  and  in  every  way  capable  to 
fill  the  Chair  of  Anatomy  in  any  school  or  college. 

We  therefore  hail  the  termination  of  the  contest  through 
the  election  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Pancoast  with  pleaynie.  and  are 
glad  to  add  our  testimotiy  to  the  fitness  of  the  selection, 
and  to  express  our  congratulations  to  both  father  and  son 
upon  the  ac{!omplishmer!t  of  a  just,  equitable  and  righteoue 
ambition,  and  tlie  claBs  of  medical  students  upon  their 
good  fortune  in  fiaving  had  so  competent  a  teacher  assigned 
them.  , 

Again  wo  feel  constrained  to  apologize  for  the  paucity 
of  **  Editorial.^'  The  **  Original  Department*'  being  of  so 
much  more  imfiortance,  we  believe  that  we  are  serving  the 
best  interests  of  our  readers  when  we  yield  our  space  to 
sucli  communications,  and  shall  always  do  so  when,  aa  in 
the  present  number  of  the  Lancet,  the  original  articles 
are  characterized  for  intrinsic  worth. 


Vomiting  and  H.bmatemesis  puom  Constipation. — Dr. 
Ogle  reports  the  case  of  a  hysterical  girl,  in  whom  obstinate 
and  almost  constant  vomiting,  with  prof  one  hemorrhage, 
was  found  to  depend  upon  constipation.  Under  the  use  of 
purgatives — calomel  and  jalapin — and  small  doses  of  sul- 
phate of  magnesia,  with  enemata  and  suitable  mild  diet, 
all  symptoms  by  degrees  disafipeared,  the  pain  being 
greatly  relieved  by  hot  spongio-piline  saturated  witli  laud- 
anum applied  to  the  abdomen,  and  ihe  vomiting  by  hydro- 
cyanic acid  draughts.^ — The  Lancet,  March  28lh,  1874. 


The  character  of  the  scenes  in  which  we  are  brought  up 
impress  themselves  upon  our  souls. 
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Miscellaneaus. 

State  Board  of  Health* 


Abatract  from  tlie  Reports  of  Deaths  and  their  Oatisea  in  the  following 
Oities  and  Towns  in  Oalifomia,  March,  1874, 


(  Alto  Town*. 


8aD  Francisco, . .  .* 

SitcmtiiL'nti^ , 

PetRluma.. , 

Dixon.  * 

Htocktiin 
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t*liiCL*fvtlle  , 

Sun  Diego ♦  * . . . 

Urovitio   ., 

Oakland 

lAm  Angelea , 

Truckee 

St.  Helena 

NftjtR  City , . , 

WtttsonviUe 

FoIboui    . , , 

?*BHta  tVux 

Suleiia,  Fairfield, . . 

(  *q1  u«a .....    

Trinify  i'nuntf  . , . 

!^ftnta  Burba ra 

Uedwood  Ciiy  

San  Andreas 

Auburn 

Tidarf'  County 

Siskiyou  (*ouiiiy. . . 
loots  I'iiy  ..... 
Placer  County    . ,    . 

Suetanville. 

rtownievill©  , .    . , . 
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Remarks — ^Again  it  becomes  our  duty  to  remind  tfie  pro- 
tWsinn,  as  well  m^  tlie  ijiiblic,  of  tlie  necessity  for  vaccina- 
tion and  re-vHcci nation.  From  tiie  inibrmation  comuinni- 
cated  to  tbis  oflice  by  Dr.  Parramore,  small  pax  baa  recently 
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made  its  appearance  at  Knight's  Landing,  under  circum- 
Htances  calculated  to  excite  the  utmost  vigilance.  During 
the  prevalence  of  measles  at  the  Landing,  two  children 
were  attacked,  one  on  the  6th  and  the  other  on  the  12th 
of  May,  with  what  was  supposed  at  firat  to  be  the  morbil- 
Ions  affection.  The  first  of  these  cases,  a  child  aged  two 
years  and  six  months,  soon  manifested  symptoms  of  graver 
disease,  and  died  on  the  sixth  daj'^  of  its  illness,  of  a  moat 
uiiilignant  type  of  t^mall  pox.  The  other  case,  a  girl  of 
twelve  years  of  age,  is  still  .sniTering  from  the  disease  in  its 
most  confluent  form.  A  third  case,  that  of  a  lady,  thirty 
years  of  age,  afterwards  developed  itself;  and  two  more 
caises,  in  a  mother  and  child,  are,  at  the  present  writing 
(May  23d),  presenting  all  the  prodromal  symptoms^  As 
all  these  cases  have  occurred  among  relatives^  although 
residing  in  different  houses,  it  is  not  difficult  to  explain 
their  propagation  ;  but  not  so  with  the  first  case,  that  of 
the  child  2J  years  old,  wdiich  had  not  been  exposed  in  any 
manner^  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  contagion.  This 
case  invests  the  whole  subject  with  great  interest,  and 
w^oiild  seem  to  point  to  spontaneous  development,  which  is, 
how^over,  very  improbable,  as  several  cases  of  small  pox 
have  been  and  still  are  under  treatment  in  San  Francisco* 

With  the  view  of  properly  carrying  out  the  suggestions 
made  ill  the  previous  number  of  this  journal,  for  ascertain- 
'ing  the  proportion  of  sickness  to  death,  we  have  Iiad  pre- 
pared some  suitable  blank  forms.  These  will  be  sent  to 
our  correspondents,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who  may  feel 
disposed  to  assist  in  this  important  contribution  to  vitui 
statistics  and  medical  hygiene. 

Thomas  M.  Logan,  M.  D., 
Permanent  Secretarv  State  Board  of  Health. 


Never  lose  an  opportunity  of  seeing  anything  beauttfuL 
Beauty  is  God^s  handwriting;  drink  it  in,  simply  and 
earnestly,  with  your  eyes  ;  it  is  a  cnp  of  blessing. 
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^^^H        Noted  Disadvantages  of  La 

rge  Doses  of 

Quinine.           ^M 

^V                                                             BY   DR,    C,    BINZ.                                                            ^M 
^^H             [Deutaohe  Klmic.     Con^enaed  by  Bettelbeim  in  Med.  Chimg.  Bundgchan.]          ^^M 

^H               Through  the  author's  efforts  especially  we  have  left  tho        ^| 
^^m          administration  of  quinine  by  the  ^rain,  and  now  give  it        ^H 
^^M          in  scruple  doses  during  the  perit^d  of  remission*     Because        ^H 
^^B          everything   that  i&  ^^eneniljy  useful  naturally  doen  harm        ^H 
^^M          accastonally,  Binz  thinks  it  necessary   to  call  attention   tu        ^| 
^^B          these  disadvLintaf];es.                                                                          ^H 
^H              L     Disturbances  of  the  nervous  system  and  the  heart.        ^M 
^H           Quinine  in  a  poison  to  the  heart,  kills  by  direct  paralysis         ^^ 
^H           of  tbe  motor  apparatus,  probably  the  muscular  substance-         ^M 
^H           After  death  by  quinine,  in  warm-blood  animals,  the  heart  is        ^M 
^H           found  in  the  diastole,  and  Biiiz  believes  that  in  such  cases        ^| 
^^m           the  ''contents  of  the  muscular  fibres  themselves'*  are  in-        ^M 
^^m          jured;  this  influence  of  quinine  on  the  heart's  action  must        ^| 
^^M           be   especially   considered   in  croupous  pneumonia  (Juer-        ^| 
^H           gensen.)     In'  this  disease  the  patient  dies,  except  the  **  rare        ^M 
^H           cases  in  which  the  fever  or  lung  affection  are  the  cause  of        ^| 
^^1           deaths   of   insufficiency   of    heart   power*     If,    therefore,         ^| 
^H          quinine  is  used  on  account  of  its  action  on  the  fever  and        ^M 

BiNZj  Large  Doses  of  Quinine. 
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furmation  of  pus^especiaUy  in  the  beginning  of  pneiimonict, 
we  must  always  conrtider  these  cuses  wherein  its  action  on 
the  iBUiclc  of  the  heiirt  predominates.  Binz  thinks  that 
the  cause  of  tlie  cyanosis  antl  dyspuoi^a,  which  he  noticed 
in  two  cases  ot  pueomonia,  was  the  admipistration  of 
quinine,  as  no  other  cause  could  he  foniid,  and  that  the 
•  cyanosis  did  not  appear  before  the  use  of  quinine  or  after 
its  discontenuance. 

In  literature^  Bin2S  notes  the  case  of  Giacominii  (1845,) 
wliere  somebody  by  mistake  took  three  drachms  sutph* 
quinia  in  one  dose.  In  the  course  of  an  hour,  pain  in  head 
and  stomach,  dizziness,  nncnnscioiisness;  nearly  complete 
loss  of  sight  and  hearing;  pulse  even,  slow,  hardly  per- 
ceptible; prostration,  weakness  of  sight  and  hearing  lasted 
for  a  k>ng  time. 

2,  Disturbances  of  hearing.  Example  of  high  degrees 
of  such  disturbance:  Muillet  tells  of  a  friend,  an  officer 
in  Algiers,  who,  iifter  taking  twelve  grains  of  quinine,  wasi 
ri^lievtjd  of  a  persistent  intermittent  fever  complicated 
with  delirum,  coma,  etc.,  but  who  liecamo  c*;mpletoly  deaf 
and  remained  so  (at  least  for  ten  3'ears.) 

3.  Disturbances  of  power  of  speech,  A  hoy  aged  12, 
received  two  and  a  half  shillings  worth  quinine  for  inter* 
mittent  fever.  ^  After  taking  it,  the  fever  disappeared, 
but  he  remained  completely  mute,  until  after  one  year  he 
was  again  attacked  by  a  quartan;  tliis  was  relieved  by 
preparations  of  ammonia.  (Casper^s  Wochenschrift, 
(1845.) 

4-     Disturbances  of  vision.     Briquet,  who  of  all  living 
physicians  has  tried  quinine  most  frequently,  has  noted 
incomplete  amaurosis  in   four   cases,  after  throe  or  five 
'  jrarames;  this  lasted  in  one  case  a  whole  months     Graefe 
[iilso  calls  attention  to  two  cases  of  amaurosis  after  the  use 
[of  quinine*    both    times  associated    with    disturbances  of 
Clearing-     In  one  case  the  weakness  of  sight  began  after 
^the  continued  use  of  quinine  during  some  weeks  tor  inter- 
mittent, taking  in  all  six  drachms.     The  left  eye  improves 
in  the  course  of  a  month  without  medication,  but  tlie  right 
[eye  was  still  weak  after  four  months.  Graefo  thought  it  pos 
Bible  that  not  the  quinine,  but  the  accumulation  of  pigmen- 
tary bodies  within   the  brain's  vessels,  might  have  been 
ithe  cause  of  tlie  amaurosis,  as  the  patient  could  not  be 
tept  under  observation.     In  the  second  case  a  total  ounce 
of  quinine  was  taken  (but  never  more  than  fifteen  grains 
in  a  dose)   for  fever  and  ague.     Buzzing  in  the  right  ear, 
and  complete   loss  of  eight   in  the  right  eye  took  place 
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witliout  chaiif^e  that  could  be  detected  by  the  ophtlml- 
moscope*  After  aix  weeks  treatment  (depletion)  nearly 
perfect  restoration  took  place, 

5*  Hemorrliafce  and  eruption.  The  firrft  (hsemoptisis) 
aR  a  result  of  the  use  of  quinine  bas  not  been  proven* 
AIbo,  the  appearance  of  purpura  haimorrbagica  after  even 
Bmall  dosen  of  qoinine,  has  been  noticed  in  four  cases* 
(Gaz,  des*  hopitnux  1867.)  In  the  Englisli  periodicals  two 
cases  are  men  tinned,  in  which  repeatedly  after  the  use  of 
quinine,  a  diffused  itchino:  erythematous  eruption,  took  place 
with  consequent  deyquanifUion  and  oedema. 

6.  On  the  stomach  and  intestines,  especially  in  fever 

f)atienti«,  the  uon-tiuUble  quinine  Baits  especially  act  harm- 
e»s  probably  because  the  stomach  of  fever  palienta  lacks 
free  acid.     (Manassein.) 

7.  Disturbances  of  the  kidneys  and  bladder.  By  meant* 
of  quinine  in  large  doses,  acnordiuf^  to  Briquet,  albuminuriit 
and  cystitis  may  be  produced*  On  the  other  hand  tlie  ex- 
perimental researches  of  Binz  on  the  action  of  quinine  on 
the  pus  corpuscles,  go  to  show  that  if  acts  boneficjdly  in 
cystitis. 

After  all,  it  is  certain  that  the  dangers  of  quinine  medi- 
cations are  companitively  few,  if  wo  consider  its  value  in 
inflammatory  and  putrid  fevers* — Detroit  Sevietih 


Caffeine,  Theine,  Etc. 


Dr.  Alexander  Bennett  (Edinhuryh  MedimlJournal,  Octo- 
ber, 1873,  323.)  publishes  ihe  result  of  a  series  of  investi- 
gations, comprising  over  one  hundred  experiments,  seven- 
ty-two of  which  are  tabulated  in  the  article,  on  the 
pbyBiological  action  of  theine^  cafleine,  guaranine,  cocoaine 
and  theobromine.  The  conclusions  arrived  at  are  stated  aa 
follows : 

1.  The  physiological  actions  of  ten,  coffee, guarana,  cocii 
and  cocoa  are  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  due  to  their  proximate 
principle. 

2.  Theine,  caffeine,  guaranine,  cocoaine  and  theobrom- 
ine are  powerful  poisons,  inducing  a  series  of  symptoms 
aflTecting  the  nervous,  respiratory,  circulatory,  vaso-morto 
and  glandular  systems,  which  terminate,  if  the  dose  be 
large  enough,  in  death. 


Caffeine,  Theiue,  etc. 
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3.  These  five  principles  are,  to  all  appearances,  identi- 
cal in  plivsiologiiial  action- 

4.  In  small  do>e:^,  not  ending  fatally,  these  6ve  sub- 
stances produce,  first,  cerebral  excitement,  not  giicceeded 
by  coma  ;  and  eecoud,  partial  loss  of  sensibility. 

5.  In  large  doses,  they  produce,  first,  cerebral  excite- 
ment;  second,  complete  paralysis  of  sensibility;  third, 
tetanic  spasms  and  convulsions;  and  fonrth,  deatlh 

6.  They  paralyze  the  entire  posterior  columns  of  the 
8pinal  cord  ;  al^^o,  the  entire  system  of  peripheral  6en8ory 
nerveg ;  but  the  anterior  columns  of  the  cord  and  the 
peripheral  motor  nerves  are  not  paralyzed. 

7.  They  frequently  produce  convulsions  of  a  chronic 
character;  but  occasionally  they  cause  tetanic  spasms, 
whicb  latter  are  sometimes  so  severe  as  to  cause  opisthi»t- 

[onus.  There  is^at  tirst  sif^ht^  a  resemblance  between  these 
lepasras  and  those  following  ihe  administration  of  Htr^'chnia. 

Jut  in  the  case  of  stryclinia,  the  action  of  the  poison  is 
{limited  to  the  spinal  cord,  tlit;  reflex  function  of  wliich  is 
[bo  much  excited  tfiat  tlio  slightest  touch  causes  powerful 
[spasms.  A  poisonous  dose  of  theine,  calTeine,  etc.,  on  the 
[other  hand,  paralyzes  the  senijory  nerves,  so  that  external 
jirritations  do  not  affect  the  cord  ;  but,  notwithstanding, 
[there  are  i^trong  spontaneous  spasms,  which  are  probably 

caused  by  the  action  of  the  drug  on  the  cord  itself,  and 
[which  spasms  are  not  to  be  considered  as  reflex  in  their 

nature. 

8.  The)'  do  not  produce  muscuhir  paralysis. 

9.  They  at  first  increase,  then  impede,  and,  lastly,  stop 
the  respirations. 

10.  They  at  first  increase,  and,  finall\%  diminish  both 
the  force  and  frequency  of  the  hearths  contractiouH. 

11.  They  jrroduce,  at  first,  contraction,  and  afterward^ 
dilatation  of  the  ca[>illarios  and  snudl  blood-vessels,  with 

Eitasis  of  the  blood,  indicating,  at  first,  irritation,  and  sub- 
Requenllv,  paralysis  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves. 

12.  They  affect  the  temperature  by  first  slightly  low- 
ering, and  second,  increasing  it» 

13.  They  usually  produce  contraction  of  the  pupil. 

14.  They  produce  an  increase  of  the  salivary  secretion. 

15.  They  induce  a  peculiar  form  of  tenesmus,  accom- 
panied  by  a  copious  discharge  of  clear   mucus  from  the 

bowels. 

««         ««##         ###«« 

Seven  experiments  are  given  in  detail,  with  cominents. — 
Chicago  Journal  of  Nervous  and  Mental  Disease. 
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Miscellaneous. 


The  Inner  Life  in  Plants. 


A  most  valuable  disco  very  was  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Society^  at  one  of  its  recent  meeting!^,  by  Prof,  J. 
Burden  Simaemon,  regarding  the  electrical  phenouienou 
which  accompany  the  irritation  of  certain  leaves.  It  is  a 
well-established  fact  that  electric  currents  uccur  in  animal  ^ 
tniiscle,  but  it  has  not  hitherto  been  dcoionstratcd  that  a 
similar  principle  pervades  the  vegetable  world.  The  doc- 
trine of  protophism  and  the  agreement  as  to  the  cause  of 
contraction  in  all  living  sub  stances  in  much  afTected  by  this 
new  discovery  ;  and  it  is  not  at  all  uidikcly  that  the  con- 
tractile substance,  both  in  muscle  and  in  vefi:etablc  tissue, 
may  be  proved  to  be  protoplasm.  At  any  rate,  it  throws 
considerable  light  upon  the  nature  of  contractile  substances 
in  geueral.  Prof*  Sanderson  was  led  to  investigate  in  this 
direction  from  a  conversation  hud  with  Mr.  Darwin.  The 
experimcntH  are  simple,  and  can  easily  be  repeated  and 
verified.  The  opposite  endn  of  a  living  leaf  of  diocim  are 
placed  oji  non*polarizable  and  connected  electrodes,  A 
reflecting  galvanoujeter  of  high  resistance  is  inserted  in 
the  circuit,  and  a  deflexion  of  the  nuignetic  needle  results, 
plainly  indicating  tliata  current  is  passing  from  the  proxi- 
mal to  the  distal  end  of  the  leaf.  If,  instead  of  the  leaf, 
the  leaf-stalk  is  placed  on  the  electrodes,  a  current  is  again 
observed,  but  ruiniing  in  an  opposite  direction.  It*,  the 
leaf  being  so  placed  on  the  electrodes  that  the  normal  leaf- 
current  is  indicated  by  a  deflection  leftwards,  a  lly  is  al- 
lowed to  creep  into  it,  it  is  observed  that  the  moment  the 
fly  reaches  the  interior  (so  as  to  touch  the  sensitive  hairs 
on  the  iijiper  surface  of  the  lamina)  the  needle  swings  to 
the  riglit,  the  leaf  at  the  same  time  closing  on  the  fly. 
The  fly  having  been  caughtj  does  not  remain  quiet  in  the 
leaf;  each  time  it  moves  the  needle  swings  again  to  the 
rights  always  coming  to  rest  in  a  position  somevvliat  further 
to  the  left  than  befoic^  and  then  slowly  resuming  its  pre- 
vious position.  The  same  series  of  phenomena  present 
themselves  if  the  sensitive  hairs  o(  a  still  expanded  leaf 
are  touched  with  a  cameTs-hair  ])encil.  In  experimenting 
on  an  open  leaf  there   is  this   peculiarity,  that  no  efl*ect  is 

Eroduced  unless  an  interval  of  from  ten  to  twenty  seconds 
as  elapsed  since  the  preceding  irritation.  After  each 
stimulation  the  leaf  is,  as  it  were,  exhausted,  and  requires 
time  for  a  process  of  restitution.  This  is  a  characteristic 
pointj  showing  that,  similar  though  the  process  be  in  both 
animal  and  vegetable  matter,  it  is  not  exactly  the  same. 


A  Rare  and  Extraordinary  Case* 
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The  period  of  latent  stiranhition  is  one-hundredth  of  a 
second  in  muscle^  bat  one-third  in  the  plnnt^ — that  is,  if  the 
expression  may  be  used,  tlie  leuf  takes  tJiirty  times  aa  long 
a8  the  muscle  to  consider  before  it  will  allow  itptdf  to  be 
stimuliited  to  renewed  action. — 3fedical  Fre-ss  and  Iteoird, 
— Medical  Record. 


A  Rare  and  Extraordinary  Case. 


The  Irish  Hospital  Qaxrlie  records  an  extraordinary  case 
recently  brought  bof-^re  the  DuV>lin  Pathoh>;^ifal  Faculty 
by  Professor  R.  W,  amitb,  of  Dublin  University.  The 
disease  under  which  the  woman  succumbed,  whose  skeleton 
he  exliiliited,  was  one  of  rare  occurrence,  and"  difficult 
alike  to  diagnose,  treat,  or  even  name.  At  the  time  of  her 
death  the  woman  was  forty-five  years  old*  Fifteen  years 
previously  she  had  been  sent  to  jail  for  some  offense,  which 
was  probably  ctHiimltted  while  insane,  as  shortly  afterward 
i*he  was  transferred  to  a  lunatic  asylum.  During  the  first 
ten  years  of  her  residence  there  nothiujj:  remarkable  about 
her  was  noticed,  and  slie  was  employed  in  washing  the 
floors,  etc.  At  the  end  of  thid  period  she  ceased  to  be 
aide  to  work,  and  remained  in  bed  for  tlie  renmining  five 
years  of  her  life,  gradually  becoming  more  feeble,  and 
dwindling  away  in  stature  until  she  became  about  one-half 
of  the  height  she  was  originally.  Slie  did  not  complain 
of  atjy  pain;  her  limbs  became  coiled  up  in  every  possible 
ahapt%  antl  stie  seemed  gradually  to  disappear  from  off  the 
face  of  the  earth.  She  flied  pos>iihly,  froiu  constitutional 
disease  of  the  osseous  system.  He  (Professor  Smith),  how- 
ever, looked  upon  the  contlition  of  the  bones  not  as  a  dis- 
ease, hut  as  a  nianifestatinn  of  an  as  yet  unknown  diseased 
ctuiditiou.  Professor  Smith  had"  weighed  all  the  bones  in- 
dividually; *  the  total  weigfit  of  tlie  skeleton  (inchiding  the 
cranium)  was  two  and  mie  half  pounds,  which  equaled 
aiiout  the  fourtii  |»art  of  the  weight  of  a  child  at  birth. 
The  bonea  were  extremely  light,  soft,  fragile,  and  atrophied 
ill  every  reipect.  The  number  of  fractures  were  prodigious. 
The  ribs  were  in  a  hurnlred  fritgmerjts.  The  head  of  the 
humerus  was  bent;  the  fihuhe  were  curved;  the  thigh 
bonea  and  pelvis  were  hnd<lled  up  t( ►gel her;  and  the  bones 
of  the  vertrbne  thinned  ami  wttrn  nway  arrosR  the  front  of 
their  bodies*  The  lower  jaw  was  atrophied  and  broken  into 
three  fragments;  the  base  of  the  skull  was   eribiform  all 
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through  ;  and  he  (Profesyiur  Smith)  believed  ihat  if  the 
woman  had  lived  longer  not  a  vestige  of  a  bono  in  her  body 
would  have  been  left.  As  to  the  natnre  of  this  disease  he 
(Profesisor  Smitii)  believed  that  it  was  identical  witli  rick- 
ets occuring  in  the  adult;  atid  althougli  that  opinion  might 
appear  heretical  to  some,  yet  be  was  ghid  to  find  ihat  in 
the  la,st  volume  of  Trot;seau's  Lectures  on  Clinical  Medicine 
that  that  distinguished  author  had  expressed  hi^  opinion, 
that  Dsteonialacia  and  ricketd  were  one  and  the  saine 
disease. 


Book  l^evieuTs* 


A  Treatise  on  PtiArtMACY.     Dci^igned  as  a  Text-book  for 

the  Student  and  as  a   Guide  for  the   Physician   and 

Pharmacist,    containing    ihe    Officinal   and   many    un- 

Oflicinal    Formulas,  and   also    numerous  examples   of 

Exlcmporaneotis  Prescriptions.     By  Etlward  Parrish. 

Fourth  edition,  enlarged   aiid   revised   bv  Thomaa  S. 

Wiegand.     1874.     Piiiladelphia :  Henry  O.Lea;  San 

Francisco  :  A.  Romnti  &  Co. 

Parrish'ij  Pharmacy,   in  America,    has   for  many  years 

been  a  ntandard  authority,  and  next  to  the  ''United  States 

Dispensatory/'  has  been  the  work  of  reference  to  which  all 

pharmacists  have  been  most  accustomed  to  turo  for  advice. 

Perhaps  but  few  works  in  the  English  language  devoted  to 

this  art  and  science  is  as  perfect  as  Parrish's,  and  we  feel 

a  pride  in  saying  that  none  extant  excel  it  in  its  intrinsic 

worth. 

The  new  editor,  Mr,  Wiegand,  has  been  eminently 
tjuccessful  in  carrying  oat  the  improvements  contemplated 
by  the  author  and  deserves  great  credit. 

The  fourth  edition  of  Parrish's  "Pharmacy"  will  doobt- 
less  6nd  it8  way  to  the  library  of  every  zealous  physician 
and  pharmacist  in  California  and  Oregon,  and  we  feel 
assured  that  no  similar  book  bo  well  deserves  the  place. 

Ligation  op  Arteries,  By  Dr,  L.  H*  Farabeiif,  Aide 
D'Anatomie  a  Faculte  Ancien  Intefm  Dee  Hopitaux 
De  Paris.     Translated  by  John  D,  Jackson,  M.  D,,  of 
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Danville,  Kentucky.  With  enfjravin^a.  1874»  Phila 
detphia :  J,  B.  Lippincott  &Co.;  San  Francisco:  Ai 
Roman  &  Co. 

The  small  volume  before  ua  is  the  very  embodiment  o< 

conciseness  and  perspicuity.  The  all-important  instruction^ 
for  ligating  arteries  are  so  clearly  and  intellif^ently  {ijiven^ 
the  accompauying  plates,  ilhistrativo  of  every  operation,  aa 
exquisitely  executed  (doubtless  French),  and  the  clear^ 
ness  which  characterizes  the  description  of  every  procedurej 
would,  in  order  to  do  justice  to  the  book,  require  that  wi 
write  a  larger  volume  of  commendation  than  that  of  tbfl| 

text.  I 

■I 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  author  was  perfect  master  ol 
the  situation  or  object  of  his  work  and  that  the  translatof 
has  done  a  great  and  good  thing  in  having  so  successfully 
reproduced  it  in  English,  so  as  to  make  it  an  indispensably 
to  every  practitioner  of  surgery,  whether  he  be  in  city 
country  or  engaged  in  hospital  or  private  practice. 

The  Mutual  Relations  of  Druoi^ists  and  rnYsiriANsJ 
An  Address.  By  Cliarlos  E*  Buckingham,  M.  D.| 
Professor  MidwiferVp  etc.,  etc.,  Harvard  UniversityJ 
April  22d,  1874.       '  1 

The  subject  of  this  address  has  been  very  ably  handled 
by  Professor  Buckingham.  One  very  significant  poinl 
made  by  the  author  is  as  follows  :  \ 

"It  has  been  the  case  sometimes  that  the  pharmaceutist 
and  the  phjr'sician  have  run  in  opposition  to  each  other  J 
This  should  out  bo.  Every  man  has  his  preference  fof 
individual  members  of  any  trade  and  of  any  profession  witlK 
which  he  haji  dealings.  But  you  have  no  right  to  turn  my 
patient  into  the  hands  of  any  other  medical  man  whal 
chooses  to  send  his  prescriptions  to  you,  I  have  no  righw 
to  require  my  patients  to  buy  drugs  at  any  other  store  thanl 
that  which  they  are  accustomed  to  deal  at,  because  he  whc 
keeps  it  ig  one  who  patronizes  me." 

Meanness  is  criminal  wherever  it  exiets  and  should  b« 
pnnislied.  We  have  reproduced  the  above  few  lines  foii 
the  beneGt  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  violating  tliisi 
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golden  rule  of  tiie  prufesshmj  in  the  hopt3  that  they  will 
ponder  well  and  correct  a  pnictico  which,  to  say  the  least, 
is  reprehensible. 

Lectures  on  the  Diseases  op  Infancy  and  Cari.DHOOD. 

By  Charles  We?t,  M.  p.,  Fellow  of  the  Royat  College 

of  Ptiydieians  ;   Phyfiician    to    the  Hospital   for    Sick 

Children,     Fifth  American,  from  the  sixth  and  enlarged 

English  edition*    1874.    PhilMdidphia  :  Henry  C.  Lea; 

San  Francisco:  A.  L.  Bancroft  &  Co. 

The  name  of  Charles  West  i«  eo-extcnsively  known  with 

the  science  of  medu  ine*     For  U8  to  attempt  to  review  or 

eomment  upon  the  work  before  lis  would  only  be  superfluous 

and  unprofitable*     All  who  have  devoted  any  attention  to 

the  study  of  the  diseases  of  children   have  read  and  are 

familiar  with  tlie  inherent  worth  of  this  book  of  WestV, 

and  it  is  admis^sible  only  for  us  to  say  that  the  sixth  edition 

just  issued  is,  if  possible,  more  corapreberjsive  and  replete 

with  valuable  facts  tiian  any  of  its  predecessors*     To  use 

the  language  of  the  author,   **  Seven  years  more  of  cHnicat 

observation    und    the    record    of  743  more    cases    it    inuy 

be  hoped  has  enabled  me  to  add  some  tiling  to  tbe  value  of 

the  v^rork/* 

Sixth    Anniversary   Address    before  the  Sacbambntcx 

Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  March,  1874.    By 

F.  W.  Hatch,  A.  M.,  M.  D, 
We  are  in  receipt,  in  pamphlet  form,  of  this  very 
interesting,  to  Californians,  at  least,  address  of  Professor 
F,  W.  Hatch,  in  which  the  author  not  only  reviews  the 
organization  and  progress  of  tbe  Society^  but  tabes  occasion 
to  step  aside  once  in  a  while  to  express  his  views  as  to  the 
relation  of  the  profession  to  society^  as  well  as  the  real 
obligation  of  society  to  the  profession,  in  the  discussion  of 
which  subjects  the  author  but  reflects  tbe  opinions  of  the 
entire  profession,  as  well  as  all  thinking  men,  professional 
or  non-professional,  and  handles  these  questions  with  the 
ability  which  all  who  know  Professor  Hatch  know  to 
distinguish  him.  The  address  will  bo  read  with  pleasure 
aod  profit  by  all  who  may  receive  it* 


*  •*      •  * 
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MATERIALISM : 
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BY  A.  B.  STOUT,  M.  D.,  PROFESSOR  OF  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE 

OF  SURGERY  IN  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


Gentlemen  : — In  opening  my  last  year's  coarse,  I  began 
by  urging  that  the  study  of  medicine  and  its  high  depart- 
ment Surgery,  to  be  interesting  and  efficient,  should  not  be 
limited  to  the  restricted  outlines  and  special  principles  of 
a  circumscribed  departm^ent,  but  should  be  established  on 
the  grand  broad  basis  of  universal  knowledge.  I  endea- 
vored to  inspire  your  minds  with  the  thought,  that,  such 
universal  instruction  was  to  be  found  in  the  investigation 
on  the  most  comprehensive  field  of  research,  of  man  ;  and 
that  as  the  expression  of  the  highest  perfectability  of  na- 
ture, the  noblest  study  of  mankind  was  man.  Man,  the 
centre  to  which  all  the  perfectabiUties  of  divine  creation 
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converge,  and  from  wliicb  radiate  the  diffusion  of  all  the 
fine  and  extraordinary  principles  of  organic  life*  In  that 
lecture,  I  encouraged  you  to  divest  your  niiude  of  all  re- 
stricted confinement  to  the  special  limits  of  any  depart- 
ment ;  and,  with  the  free  eagle-wing  of  thought,  soar  to 
the  first  sources  of  universHl  light,  and  make  every  science, 
an  far  as  the  scope  of  the  human  mind  permits,  tributary  to 
your  knowledge. 

Hence,  I  endeavored  to  persuade  that  It  was  in  the 
combination  of  all  the  scienceti  into  one  general  cnntribu- 
tive  whole  or  entity,  that  the  true  route  to  the  great  study 
of  man  was  to  be  sought;  and  agaii],  I  maintained  that  it 
was  in  the  appreciation  of  the  unity  of  scieucCj  that  the 
greatest  concentration  of  force  would  be  derived,  which 
yon  w^ould  finally  draw  to  a  focus  in  your  special  depart* 
ment.  Disregardful  of  this  com  pre  hen  a  ive  foundation,  no 
narrow-minded  specialist  can  attain  true  eminence. 

To  illustrate  this  position  I  sought  to  show  you,  how 
this  wonderful  system  ol'  man  is  regulated  and  held  under 
the  dominion  of  the  physical  forces,  and  how  divinely 
pliant  to  their  astonishing  correlations,  is  this  last  and 
most  complicated  conception  of  creative  genius* 

In  this  correlation  of  natural  forces,  and  their  mutual 
conversion,  or  transmutation  into  each  other  you  are  to 
eeek,  gentlemen,  in  the  future,  the  moat  subtle  interpreter 
to  the  still  vague  language  of  nature. 

The  grandest  field  for  the  application  of  your  inventive 
faculties  and  of  new  discoveries  in  your  profession  is  now 
disclosed  before  you,  richer  and  nobler  in  extent  than  the 
heretofore  unknown,  or,  unused  golden  fields  of  California; 
more  attractive  and  romantic  than  the  flower-carpeted 
plains  and  hills  of  our  State. 

These  force-elements  are  light,  motioo,  heat,  sound,  elec- 
tricity. In  their  application  to  the  human  economy,  we 
Bubstitute  ncu)*Vim  for  galvanism,  magnetism  or  electricity. 

Without  a  propulsive  /wee,  we  cannot  admit  a  motive 
action,  nor  can  we  suppose  a  ybrce,  without  a  material  to 
generate  it.     Without  a  sun,  no  heat :  without  heat,  no 
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organic  life.  Tim  application  of  th^se  forces  to  the  homaii 
e3*3tem  will,  hence,  invite  your  attention;  and  their  muta- 
tions, one  iuto  the  other,  will  elicit  yoar  admiration. 

As  the  fuel  to  the  steam  engine  is  the  food  to  animal  life. 
Let  us  endeavor  briefly  to  trace  some  of  its  transfor- 
mations. A  pooiid  of  food  18  introduced  into  the  stomach: 
The  system  is  supposed  to  be  in  full  action  for  the  assimi- 
lation of  a  pound  of  fuel,  previously  introduced  and  not  yet 
exhausted.  The  food  is  instantly  attacked  by  the  solvent 
gastric  fluid.  Thiti  is  a  ueuro-chemical  action, and  iieat  ii^ gen- 
erated. This  heat  is  at  once  a  vitalizing  force,  and  is  convert- 
ible into  motioju.  The  fir:5t  evolution  of  forces  being  now 
obtained,  we  shall  endeavor  to  surprise  you,  by  showing 
the  great  develop  me  nt  of  power  to  be  derived  from  our  lit- 
tle pound  of  food.  Its  first  decompositio!!  has  already  dif- 
fused heat  and  motion.  Each  action  of  motion  produces 
friction,  out  of  which,  agitin  reconverted  comes  heat,  to  be 
absorbed  as  latent  caloric,  or  be  diffused  into  the  adjoining 
tissues  to  accelernte  their  function^.  Now  appears  a  re- 
sultant in  the  form  of  chyU.  This  pouring  through  the 
thoracic  duct,  enters  the  heart :  mixes  with  the  blood,  and 
rushes  with  that  fluid  to  aliment  every  tissue  and  fibre  of 
the  economy. 

We  are  Regarding  the  phenomena  in  their  dynamic  in- 
iluence  only. 

In  the  expansion  and  alternate  contraction  of  the  heart, 
^^a systole  and  dyastole,  its  force  is  sub-divided  into  heat, 
ftintion,  and  neurism  ;  giving  thereby  a  locid  aid  and  mo- 
mentum to  the  force  subsequently  supplied  from  what  is 
Usually  considered  the  first  motor  power,  viz :  the  brato 
or  neuric  centre  of  vitality. 

We  have  the  blood  now  reinforced  with  new  fuel  from 
the  chyle  of  digestion,  and,  also,  from  another  source,  with 
oxygenation  from  the  lungs.  Remember  well,  that,  all 
this  oxygenation  is  a  subsidy  supplied  from  the  pulmon- 
ary organ,  through  the  same  evolution,  or  interchange  of 
elementary  forces :  and  derived  from  our  pound  of  food  : 
for  without  that  stimulus  the  lungs  could  not  utilize  thtj 
oxygen  of  the  air. 
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From  the  heart  into  the  arteries,  we  have  now,  the 
higlily  lioated  blcMR]  hsistening  with  all  the  speed  which  a 
powerful  and  indefatigable  engine  can  communicate,  to 
supply  the  cravings  of  the  industrious  organs  of  the  body* 
Like  exhunsted  workmen  demanding  fresh  bread,  only  in 
this  case  the  engine  is  not  manacled  by  any  **eight-hour'' 
h\w. 

The  afflux  of  blood  dihites  the  artery:  tlie  friction  pro- 
duces heat :  the  expansion  provokes  contraction,  new 
emissions  and  absorption  of  force  follow  :  the  inces- 
sant repetition  of  expansion  and  contraction  prod  nee  an 
equally  continuous  generation  of  these  correlated  forces, 
apparent  heat  in  the  blood  becomes  latent  in  the  adjacent 
tissues.  A  portion  of  this  force  becomes  animal  neurism, 
giving  a  local  vitality  peculiar  to  the  given  structure  it 
enters. 

These  correlative  forces  mutually  co-operating,  and 
reproducing  each  other,  nflford  a  direct  auxiliary  support 
to  that  universal  central  power  which  is  finally  to 
emanate  from  the  brain. 

As,  therefore,  the  arteries  supply  the  blood  nutriment  to 
every  organ — digestive,  reproductive,  locomotive — you 
may  imagine  the  innumerable  repetitions  of  tliese  dynamic 
changes,  or  metaraorphoses  of  force  in  all  these  organs,  and 
therefrom  calculate  the  immen:?e  product  of  the  assimila- 
tion of  our  pound  of  food- 

The  impenetrable  mysteries  of  the  co-relation  of  matter 
with  MIND  now  intrude-  How  is  tlje  blood-nutriment 
correlated  with  the  brain  function  ?  How  does  the  pound 
of  food  evolve  intellect?  We  can  only  answer  to-day:  it 
is  80  ;  out  of  matter  comes  forth  mind.  But  as  out  of  sun- 
light come  many  colors  ;  as  oat  of  heat  is  derived  sound  : 
as  sight  and  hearing  depend  on  vibratory  motioUi  may  we 
not  ask,  if  mind  may  not  alike  eventually  be  demomti^ated 
to  be  a  material  ether  too  ;subtle  for  our  grasp,  and  still 
evading  the  finest  spectroscopic  search  ? 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I  have  endeavored  to  present  you  n 
broadcast,  birdVeye  view  over  this  ocean  of  science — the 
STUDY  OP  MAN,  on  which  your  voyage  of  life  is  cast- 
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The  contemplation  of  those  great  forcea,  and  their  muta* 
lions  into  each  other,  becomes,  then,  the  indis^pensuble 
ndjuiict  of  your  researchoi*  in  the  philosopliy  of  man. 
While  the  scope  of  your  study  is  immensely  enlarged,  your 
ability  to  penetrate  Into  the  obscure  mysteries  and  the 
hidden  beauties  of  Nature  will  be  surprisingly  perfected* 
As  an  example,  you  learn  how  the  processes  and  the  prod- 
uct8  of  inflammation,  or  hyperphlsia,  may  be  maintairied, 
to  a  certain  extent^  by  the  correlative  mutations  of  these 
forces,  without  being  entirely  dependent  upon  the  stimu- 
lating energy  of  the  great  central,  cerebral  force. 

But,  gentlemen^  research  in  this  path,  the  study  of 
human  nature,  as  well  as  of  all  physical  science,  by  the 
application  of  these  methods,  has  wrought  grief  in  the  pur- 
suit of  these  noble  avocations.  It  has  heated  up  no  small 
amount  of  controversy  and  vituperation  in  the  social  rela- 
tions of  the  men  of  science  and  the  men  of  the  Church  ;  it 
has,  to  a  certain  extent,  refrigerated  the  former  and  super- 
heated the  latter  ;  and  certainly,  gentlemen,  a  very  great 
grief  it  is,  that  the  ardor  of  the  lovers  of  science,  who 
yield  to  it  a  truly  conscientious  devotion,  should  be  chilled 
and  reproached  by  many  whose  faith  surpasses  their 
^sdom* 

So  conshuitly,  gentlemen,  will  your  career  be  molested 
by  the  like  aspersions,  that  I  deem  it  good  and  right  that 
you  should  be  foretaught,  as  far  as  I  may  humbly  pretend, 
Hgain^t  tlie  emergency. 

Before  introducing,  therefore,  the  special  subjects  of  the 
Surgical  Department  of  your  curriculum,  I  will  venture  a 
few  remark?*  upon  the  subject  of  the  materialism  of  the 
seientiGc  men  of  the  present  age,  and  the  incessant  unholy 
war  of  dogma  waged  against  them. 

What  is  this  materialism  of  which  you  will  ha  accused, 
but  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  prove  has  no  real  foundation 
as  a  justifiable  condemnation  ?  I  will  show  that  in  your 
high  appreciation  of  the  wonderful  perfection  of  all  created 
being?*  and  things,  through  the  divine  prescience  of  the 
great,  infinite  Architect  of  the  univeri^e,  your  veneration 
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ascends  from  the  material  to  the  supernal;  and,  as  such,  aa 
worthy  of  supernal  grace,  as  the  faith  of  sectarian  antago- 
nists. 

Matenalism  m  "  the  theorj^  that  the  material  universe  is 
self-existent  and  self-directed,  and  that  the  functions  of 
lifo,  sennation  and  thought  arise  out  of  modifications  of 
matter  ;  or  the  metaphysical  theory,  which  is  founded  on 
the  h3"pothesi3  that  all  Ixistence  may  be  resolved  into  a 
modification  of  matter.*'  Matenalism,  then,  is  opposed  to 
spiritualism,  which  is  the  doctrine  that  above  the  universe 
there  is  a  spirit,  sustaining  and  directing  it, — Worcester'^ 
Dictionary,  p.  887. 

The  one  is  the  doctrine  that  the  creation  is  simply  a 
work  or  product  of  chance,  and  that  a  similar  chance 
might  have  organized  any  other  system  of  products  ;  the 
oJther,  that  the  evolution  of  the  universe  is,  through  all  its 
most  minute  orgauizMtions,  the  result  of  the  prescieut 
thought  of  an  omnipotent  intelligence. 

If,  by  any  chance,  any  of  you  fail  to  perceive  the  truth 
of  this  latter  belief,  I  shall  seek  to  convert  your  minds,  and 
thus  m)^  labor  will  not  be  lost. 

Materialism  is  no  new  theory  ;  materialists  have  dis- 
turbed  the  peace  in  the  harmony  of  truth  from  time  almost 
beyond  record  ;  but  especially  does  the  world  remember 
the  name  of  Spinoza  ;  and  his  doctrine  called  Spinozism  is 
little  other  than  the  materialism  of  to-day.  The  creative 
power  God,  the  Almighty,  was  not  absolutely  denied  by 
Spinoza  ;  but  as  in  his  doctrine  of  chances  a  geometrical 
forethought  antecedent  to  the  formation  of  an  organism 
was  impossible,  God  was  only  an  early  form  of  matter. 

bpinoza,  born  in  1632,  in  Holland,  was  a  learned  Jew;  but, 
for  his  heresies,  was  expelled  the  Hebrew  Church.  In  a 
spirit  of  charit}^  and  honor  to  his  erudition,  he  was  accepted 
into  the  Christian  Church,  Herein  he  proved  equally  ob- 
noxious, and  was  summarily  dismissed,  or  excommunicated, 
Nothing  daunted,  he  published  his  reticent  controversies  ; 
only  to  see  them  suppressed,  or  burnt.  But  he  worked 
an  influence  upon  his  age  ;  bribery  could  not  tenjpt  him  ; 
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DiL^nace  he  did  not  dread  ;  and  his  influence  has  endured 
forever.  Nor  la  he  the  first,  nor  the  last  learned  man 
wlione  mind  has  failed  to  be  inspired  with  the  transcen- 
dent beauty  of  divine  creation,  or  his  mural  emotions  mel- 
lowed   with   the   poetry   smd    the   harmonies   of  Nattire, 

,  1  ne    ,   I  J,  Expatiate  free,  o'er  all  this  wene  of  man, 

A  mighty  maxe,  but  not  witbout  u  plnn." 

I  will  firstly  illustrate  the  impoesibility  of  man's  creation 
by  any  chance  or  heterogenous  mingling  of  the  material 
elements.  Let  us  regard  liim  as  a  physical  machine,  with- 
out much  attention  to  the  source  of  his  motive  power, — 
but  with  the  Creator  as  hi^  groat  Mechanic,  and  God  his 
nioi§t  perfect  Engineer — you  ^ee  before  you  hi^  sem* 
bianco,  but  divested  of  his  protective  envelope. 

Since  the  appearance  of  man  on  earth  many  of  the  great 
epochs  of  life,  involving  thousands  of  centuries*,  have  trans- 
pired ;  but  it  is  not  so  very  many  years  since  man  dis- 
covered and  reduced  to  order  the  simplest  laws  and  con- 
ditions of  physics  ;  the  first  mechanical  data  of  the  princi- 
ples which  govern  force  and  motion  ;  the  scientific  combi- 
nations of  architecture ;  the  minute  details  of  house  car- 
pentry ;  the  incessant  and  so  often  ruinou?^  influence  of 
gravitation,  on  whose  nice  adjusfments  man's  equilibrium, 
both  in  full  action  and  repose,  depend  ;  the  great  demon- 
strations of  geometry,  with  all  their  applications  in  the 
great  areas  of  astronomy — all,  all,  are  but  recent,  in  com- 
parison with  the  evolutions  of  organiiied  beings,  with  man 
their  highest  type,  on  earth ;  and  yet  the  work  of  every 
vitalized  organism  demonstrates  that  the  antecedent  con- 
ception by  a  superior  intelligence  was  indispensable  to 
their  existence ;  and  in  their  exquisite  symmetries  are 
proved  the  pre-knowledge  of  all  the  great  physical  laws  to 
which  1  have  made  allusion. 

The  human  body,  in  general  terms,  consists  of  a  solid 
head,  a  moveable  trunk,  supported  by  a  flexible  column, 
and  four  limbs.  These  several  members  are  united  by 
joints,  or  hinge-work.  It  represents  a  conical  form,  in- 
vcrfril  with  its  apex  ;  or,  one  might  say,  its  two  apices, 
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resting  oa  the  grouud  without  any  farther  attacbment 
than  the  eoles  of  the  feet  and  the  attraction  of  gravity. 
Viewed  aa  a  mechanism,  3^011  perceive  that  thi«  constrae* 
tion  is  very  unfavorable  for  stability  in  its  upright  pomtioii, 
and  would  be  very  easily  overturned.  Indeed,  if  unaided 
by  a  constant  mutation  of  muscular  forces  kept  in  phiy  by 
voluntary  efforts,  it  could  only  maintain  it>a  upright 
position  for  a  very  short  time.  Through  the  centre  of 
this  cone  a  vertical  line  represents  the  line  of  gravitation. 
Now  it  is  only  by  careful  obedience,  learned  by  long  ex- 
perience to  the  hiws  of  gravity,  that  this  erect  position 
can  be  continued;  the  various  departures  from  and  returns 
to  which  constitute  all  the  movementa — as  walking,  leap- 
ing, dancings  the  art  of  equitation — ^which  the  body 
assumes.  So  thoroughly  do  all  these  moti(»ns  become 
educated  by  the  action  of  thought  and  will  on  the  muscles 
and  joints,  that  their  voluntary  motions  come  finally  to 
appear  involuntary  :  but  in  truth  they  are  never  so.  So 
rapidly  is  the  telegraphy  of  the  brain  conducted  that  we 
fail  to  register  its  time.  As  an  illustration  of  its  perfect 
ability,  all  the  grace  and  rapid  performance  of  a  Fanny 
Elssler  is  but  the  music  of  the  mind  transmitted  to  and 
enacted  by  the  feet,  every  quaver  and  semiquaver  of  the 
one  being  converted  into  motion  by  the  other. 

This,  then,  is  the  converse  of  the  mind  with  the  great 
system  of  muecles  it  controls  ;  and  its  perfection  depends 
upon  the  trained  application  of  the  laws  of  gravitation  and 
mechanism  through  the  centre  of  the  body>  and  the  possi- 
ble departures  from  it.  *See»  then,  before  you  the  exterior 
semblance  of  this  grand  mechanical  combination  ;  and  yet 
how  coarse  and  rude  it  all  appears  if  compared  with  those 
unseen  constructions  of  the  eye,  the  ear  and  the  vocal 
apparatus.  Is  this  mere  chance?  or  is  it  the  workman- 
ship of  a  God  ? 

The  motions,  then,  of  the  body  are  executed  by  a  system 
of  fulcra  and  levers,  with  force  increased  by  pulleys,  with 
the  earth  for   its   basis,   with    tlie  brain   as   the  engine 

*  PolBtlag  to  A  humui  f t«tue  diTeited  ot  Uie  itkin. 
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siippljing  the  motive  and  motor  power,  and  all  their  actions 
radiating  from  the  central  line  of  gravitation* 

Let  me  now  turn  jour  attention  to  the  admirable  join- 
ings by  which  this  jVamework  is  bound  together.  How 
few  look  at  the  joints  as  a  system;  how  many  faiHo  admire 
the  wonderful  invention  and  genius  displayed  in  adapting 
these  unions  and  fastenings  (their  ligaments)  to  the  varied 
requirements  of  the  myriads  of  combined  flexures  whieh 
the  headj  the  body  nnd  the  limbs  execute  in  buch  graceful 
and  harmonious  unison. 

The  joints.  Of  this  subject  two  divisions  are  made  : 

1.  Articulations  with  immovable  union* 

2.  Articulation  witli  movable  unions. 
1.  Articulation  with  suture*  called  : 

a*  Si^narihmsiSf  are  shown  in  the  union  of  the  bones  of 

the  head, 
6.   Gomphosis^    where  one  bone   is  driven,   wedgedike, 

into  another,  as  the  teeth  in  tlie  jaws. 

c.  Synchondrosis  is  articulation  with  an  elastic  cartilage 
like  a  butfer,  between  the  uniting  bones.  This 
allows  a  slight  mobility. 

d,  StfTtdesnioms  is  an  articulation  of  flat  bone  surfaces  in 
contact  and  fastened  together  with  straps  or  liga- 
ments, as  the  carpal  or  tarsal  hones,  also  permitting 
slight  flexion. 

2*  The  movable  unions,  or  joints,  are  called  DimihroaeH, 
of  which  are  : 

a.  Amphy arthrosis^  which  is  the  technical  name  for 
joints  with  slight  motion,  and  flat  or  slightly 
rounded  junctions. 

6t  The  Rokitio  trochokles,  or  an  articulation  bound  with 
a  ringdike  ligament,  as  the  attachment  of  the  2d 
cervical  vertebraj  to  the  atlas,  being  a  wheel  mo- 
tion in  a  third  or  half  circle. 

•,*•  The  Ginglymua  is  the  roller  in  a  groove,  viz./  the 
ankle-joint,  or  the  astragalus  in  the  tibia  and  fibula* 

d.  Arihrodia  is  the  ball  and  socket. 
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c,  Enartlirosis,  w  Rort  of  nut-joint ;  arthrodia  being  repre- 
sented by  the  slight  union  of  the  humerus  with  the 
scapula.     And, 

/.  EnarthroaiSy  from  which  some  clever  inventive  mind 
devised  the  beautiful  ball  and  socket-joint,  which 
was  first  created  in  the  union  of  the  femur  with  the 
pelvis. 

Of  all  these  tho  most  splendid  examples  of  exqui- 
site ingenuity  and  scientific  application  of  means  to  an  end, 
are  the  architecture  of  the  head  to  the  vertical  column 
where  great  inobilit}'  and  little  force  are  required.  See 
atlas  and  2d  vertebrae :  and  the  hip  joint,  having  a  lim- 
ited need  of  motion,  but  the  greatest  strength  and  endur- 
ance. 

When,  now,  you  contemplate  the  joints,  especially  in 
connection  with  their  muscles,  the  pullies,  and  the  apo- 
physes as  levers,  you  cannot  fail  to  be  inspired  with  admi- 
ration at  the  pre-thought  which  ordained  their  creation. 

It  is  only  lately  that  contrivances  have  been  adopted 
in  mechanics  with  which  to  lubricate  the  movable  joints 
in  machinery,  without  taking  them  apart.  The  Synovia 
and  its  secreting  membrane  was  invented  with  the  birth 
of  the  vertebrate  animals. 

From  the  application  and  adaptation  of  the  more  simple 
laws  of  mechanics,  we  may  now  rise  to  the  higher  degrees 
of  constructiveness. 

The  Eife  is  the  most  perfect  object  in  nature ;  and,  as 
periection  and  order  constitute  beauty,  it  is  also  the  most 
beautiful.  Within  the  narrow  limits  of  its  orbit,  may  be 
found  illustrated  nearly  all  the  grand  physiological  pheno- 
mena of  the  animal  system.  With  the  exception  of  the 
functions  of  respiration,  digestion,  and  ideality,  there  are 
nonel  believe,  of  the  great  processes  of  animal  nature  which 
are  not  discoverable  in  the  eye;  and  manifested  there  in 
the  utmost  perfection.  The  delicacy,  and  minuteness  of 
its  anatomy,  are  nowhere  surpassed  in  the  body;  and,  with 
regard  to  the  globe  of  the  eye,  its  normal  structure  is  less 
frequently  departed  from  than  in  any  other  organ.     The 
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Histrilmtion  of  its  bloiKl-ves^siel.H,  which  tikewhere  adraits 
oT  VHrisitioUt  ia  aiwAya  preciine,  ueither  are  iulveiititious 
iiiusjcles,  an  uiiUiiUJil  formation  of  bone  or  iiTe^ulnr  posi- 
tion oi  parts  ever  fouiid  in  thic*  arlmirable  aiMl  wonderful 
organization. 

Tlie  result  of  Huoli  ac<;nrHoy  i>l  arrari;j;oinent,  is.  tlh^  gre.it 
perfeL'tiou  uiul  liarniony  of  its  functions.  Where  is  the 
process  at  secretion  more  completely  elaborated  ?  Thq 
crystal  dew  is  irot  so  transparent  as  the  humors  of  tlie  eye. 
Afci  rajdtlns  tliought  is  it8  mnsculnr  motion  ;  auil  intense  an 
is  thiH  action,  the  utmost  skill  and  care  of  the  artiat  cannot 
direct  an  instrument  so  precisely  to  the  |)oint  required*  aB 
the  muscles  of  the  eye  adjtist  its  position.  The  iris,  wldch 
is  muscular,  diaplaya  the  must  Hstoiiishing  celerity  and 
precision  of  motion  ;  in  cornet  ant  readiness  to  protect  the 
nerve  of  vision  from  the  eftect  of  too  much  light,  it  yet 
never  preventa  its  receiving  enough.  Viewed  as  an  iu* 
stance  of  involiiutary  muscularity,  it  h  assuredly  the 
most  perfect  specimen  in  the  body. 

The  combination  of  power  in  the  external  voluntary 
muscles  of  the  eye  i»  a  peculiar  entJowment  ftmnd  in  tio 
other  |)art  of  the  muscular  system.  Though  they  are 
usually  considered,  and  are  in  the  main,  voluntary  mus* 
cleft,  they  are  also,  to  a  certain  extent^  involuntary.  If  the 
eye  be  directed  to  one  object*  to  the  exclusioii  of  every 
other,  for  a  very  short  space  of  time,  the  object  becomes 
ebdcure,  and  presently  cainiot  be  seen,  Wht»tt,  however, 
the  slightest  variation  of  the  eye  admits  the  rays  of  light 
from  an«tther  object,  the  former  is  instantly  seen  with 
clearness.  The  sensibility  of  the  eye  seems  to  require  tliis 
constant  relief.  But  the  will  cannot  be  suppnserl  to  tak<* 
toguizance  at  all  times  of  the  time  and  necessity  for  thi» 
slight  alteration  in  the  dlrcctitm  uf  the  eye  \  nor  can  the 
motion  be  made  mtliout  the  assistarjce  <»f  the  external 
muscles.  In  this  reapect,  therefore,  their  action  is  invol- 
untary— -thougli  they  are  still  constantly  subject  to  the 
influence  of  the  will.  The  endowments  of  the  eye,  attribu- 
table directly  and  fjolely  to  the  nervous  system,  are  it^ 
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sensibility  antl  tbe  sense  of  virion;  and  nowhere  in  the 
body  is  sensibility  more  exfjoisite  than  in  this  organ. 
Froni  tbe  facility  with  ^vhicb  no  delicate  a  structure  i^ay 
be  deranged,  it  liaa  been  rendered  by  an  all-provident 
Creator  intensely  alive  to  the  least  approaeli  of  dangei . 

In  regard  to  tfie  sense  of  sight,  what  would  be  man 
exiled  from  intercouree  svith  the  natural  objects  which 
surround  him  !  Herein  compariHon  with  the  other  senses 
is  impossible,  for  all  are  exquisite  and  perfect.  But  as  it 
eorjtribules  essentially  to  the  happiness  of  maUi  it  is  cer- 
tainly among  the  most  important  of  the  animal  functions  ; 
and  it  is  far  beyond  comparison  with  :my  of  the  known 
attributes  of  inanimate  Nature.     * 

Jt  is  curious  that  nearly  all  tbe  elementary  tissues  enum- 
erated by  Bicliat  may  be  found  in  the  orbital  space,  afford- 
ing a  study  on  a  small  but  perfect  t^cale  of  most  of  tbe 
structures  in  the  animal  economy*  Thus,  the  dermoid 
tissue  covers  the  palpebrae;  the  adipose  constitutes  the 
soft  cushion  in  the  orbit,  whereon  tbe  eye  rests  and  which 
supports  the  opthalmic  vessels  and  nerves;  the  cellulai^  iB 
everywhere,  but  is  probably  finer  in  its  texture  between 
the  coats  of  the  eye  than  in  any  other  situation,  Tbe 
muscular  is  illustrated  in  the  external  muscles  of  the  eye, 
and  still  more  beautifully  in  the  iris.  The  sanguiueous  is 
found  in  the  i opthalmic  vessels;  and  three  at  least  of  its 
six  terminaLioits,  viz.,  into  veins,  by  exhalents  and  by  in- 
osculation, are  here  apparent.  The  lymphatic  system 
exists  ill  the  eye^  as  elsewhere;  and  the  glandular  is  found 
io  the  lachrymal  and  meibomian  glands,  Tbe  nervous 
system  is  developed  in  all  its  varieties,  except  that 
devoted  to  ideality.  The  optic  is  the  nerve  of  sense  ;  the 
sympathetic,  or  nerve  of  organic  life,  pervades  every  part 
of  the  system,  and  hence  mast  also  be  here ;  and  the 
lenticular  ganglion,  where  a  nerve  of  sensation  and  one 
of  motion  unite  to  proceed  in  coujunction  to  the  interior  of 
the  eye,  constitutes  another  beautiful  example  of  the 
wisdom  and  design  raanifested  in  the  human  frame.  The 
orbit  itself  displays  the  osseous  system;  the  conjuctiva,  the 
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mticot]^,  and  the  serous  is  developed  in  the  hyaloid  raem- 
brane  and  in  that  of  tlie  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye. 
These  are  sufficient  examples. 

Another  striking  evidence  that  the  eye  ie  the  most  deli- 
cately formed,  and  highly  perfected  of  the  Creator's 
works,  irt  the  care  with  which  he  has  guarded  it  from  in- 
jury. Observe  the  situation  of  the  elaborate  mechanism 
of  the  ear;  deeply  lodged  in  the  centre  of  the  bones^  and 
remote  from  tlie  surface  of  the  body,  it  cannot  bo  assailed 
by  any  but  the  most  de.structive  and  fatal  violence,  nor  can 
the  anatomist  approach  it  without  the  greatest  difficulty, 
liike  it,  the  eye  is  nearly  surrounded  by  bone ;  and  in 
front,  whore  it  appeai-y  more  expuaoil,  it  is  equally  well 
protected.  The  palpebne  fend  it  from  trifling  injuries, 
while  every  muscle  in  the  body  may  be  thrown  into  instan- 
taneous action  to  guard  it  from  ruder  assaults. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  points  of  beauty  in  the  physical 
functions  and  structure  of  the  eye-  Did  none  such  exist, 
its  endowments  alone  are  sufficient  to  elevate  the  mind  to 
the  highest  degree  ol  wonder  and  admiration.  If  the  great 
universe  be  created  on  a  scale  too  comprehensive  for  the 
mind  to  embrace,  and  thus  ascend  from  Nature  to  Nature's 
God,  in  this  small  organ  it  may  range  at  large,  and  those 
unacquainted  with  the  structure  of  the  instrument  have 
yet  a  more  ample  scope  for  their  imagination  in  its  two* 
fold  endowments.  Its  first,  the  power  of  vision,  scarcely 
surpasses  its  second,  the  pow^r  of  expression  ;  and  if  it  be 
incomprehensible' how  the  image  oi*an  object  on  the  retina 
product^s  an  idea  of  that  object  in  the  mind,  we  are  equally 
lost  when  we  enquire  into  the  mysterious  faculty  of  the 
eye  to  embody  and  express  to  another  our  inmost  thoughts 
and  feelings. 

In  the  eye,  the  surgeon  possesses  the  most  interesting 
field  for  practice,  and  also  for  pathological  research. 
Anatomy  and  observation  make  known  to  him  the  precise 
normal  condition  of  the  organ.  He  is  thereby  enabled  to 
discover  the  least  and  earliest  departure  from  it  j  and 
thence,  the  origin,  progress  and  decline  of  disease  are 
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delineated^  as  by  a  picture,  to  hia  view.  The  remark  ia 
true  of  nearly  all  tlie  structures  of  tli*^  eye.  As,  however, 
diseaj^e  in  each  assumes  a  different  forrOf  according  to  its 
organization,  the  surgeon  IniiS  the  enviable  opportanity  of 
forming  a  perfect  ditignosiH  between  them.  In  the  varie- 
ties of  the  same  dit^ease^  like  facilities  are  afforded  ;  for,  a« 
it  is  viewed  where  it  exists,  and  not  by  remote  Ryraptoms, 
the  slightest  changes  in  form  may  be  n<»ted.  Witness  the 
simple  and  metastatic  iritis.  The  acute  forms  of  all  diseases 
are  comparatively  eiisy  of  management;  but  thn  atonic  and 
chronic  forms  often  baffle  the  most  skilful  and  experienced. 
It  is  bere  the  ophthalmic  surgeon  enjoys  his  greatest 
advantage.  He  has  but  to  discriminate  between  the 
primary  and  secondary  affection  ;  and  as  it»  pathological 
condition  is  not  concealed ^  he  may  observe  the  precise 
effect  of  remedial  agents  ;  the  time  they  prove  of  service  ; 
and  when  they  cease  to  be  of  benefit.  The  preservation 
of  sight  is  secondary  only  to  the  preservation  of  Hie. 
Though  the  ophthalmic  surgeon  is  not  denied  the  fame 
derived  from  the  second,  his  reputation  is  chiefly  due  to 
the  first.  And  yet,  s*)  immediate  and  palpable  is  the 
change  he  may  often  effect  for  his  patient,  translating  him, 
as  it  were,  from  darkness  to  light,  that  more  edcU  may 
accompau}^  his  career  tlian  often  the  physician  enjoys,  who 
preserves  life,  but  whose  strength  has  been  expended  in  a 
hidden  course,  where  neither  the  intensity  of  disease,  nor 
his  skill  could  be  adequately  appreciated. 

Illustrations  crowd  upon  me;  but  more  can  only  be  ad- 
duced with  more  time. 

I  can  buthof  e  that  I  have  defended  successfully  my  theme 
and  banished  all  insane  materialism  from  your  mind:  if  so,  I 
have  incited  a  genuine  religion  in  your  heart :  for  religion, 
assume  whai  caste  it  may,  is  only  the  tender  poetic  child  uf 
devotion,  and  devotion  is  that  holy  differentiation  between 
godlike  man  and  apelike  animal  ;  that  impassioned  senti* 
ment»  inwrought  of  a  jealooB  Deity,  whose  love  for  His 
last  and  best  creation,  with  the  mother's  for  her  feeble, 
willful  *  infant,     fearing    and     pre-lmowing     ingratitude. 
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rafted,  profourniept  of  all  emotioiiB,  in  its  iDinost  nature, 
to  secure  its  fidelity-  This  is  the  tlifl'erontiation  which  Mr, 
Darwin,  in  constructing  his  cliain  of  many  linki^,  has  ignored 
or  forgotten  ;  but  nn  all- wise  Creator  so  planted  it  in  every 
human  boisom  from  creation^s  dawn,  that  it  is  as  indispen- 
sable rts  life  to  existenec, — ^all  nations  feel  it*  all  nations 
adore  and  wcrsbip.  Riot  over  it  as  they  may,  the  Creator 
ever  HtfaiU!^  His  loving  object;  to  their  knees  all  rnces  bend 
in  t rem  1> ling  adoration  at  his  shrine. 

**  Know,  IheiXf  thyself :  presume  not  God  to  boail  ; 
The  proper  study  of  miLukiiid  w  man  ; 
Plac'd  on  thii^  isthmua  of  a  middle  atate, 
A  Being  darkly  wi«e  and  rudely  great, 
With  too  much  knowledge  for  the  akeptic  side  ; 
With  too  mut:h  woakncfin  for  the  atoic's  pridu'^ 
He  hangs  between  ;  lu  doubt  to  act,  or  rait ; 
In  doubt  to  deem  hiinB4?lf  a  god,  or  beast ; 
In  doubt  hie  mind,  or  body  to  prefer ; 
Bom  but  to  die,  and  reason^g  but  to  err  ; 
Alike  iu  ignoranoe,  his  reason  such 
Whether  he  thinks  too  little,  or  too  much**' 
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I 

Sulomoii  U.,  let.  42 — Tlnrteen  years  ago  the  paiient 
began  to  be  trunbled  witli  stricture  of  the  urethra.  It 
followed  a  prolonged  and  neglected  gonorrha?a*  After  an 
unsiiceessful  treatment  by  forced  catheterism  and  dilata- 
tion, an  abscess  fortnod  in  the  perineum,  a  little  over  a 
year  ago.  This  w\xti>  opened  at  the  time,  and  afterwards 
the  urine  trickled  away  through  three  fistulas,  the  largest 
of  which  w;t,s  an  inch  from  the  median  line,  on  the  right 
side^  half  way  between  the  scrntiim  and  anusi  Very  little 
water  passed  by  the  meatus,  but  on  pressing  the  canal, 
which  felt  externallVr  like  a  hurd  cord,  a  quantity  of  oflen- 
sive  pus  c*mld  br  ovncnated.     The  urine  deposited  a  thick 
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muco-puruIeDt  sedirneiit  on  Htaodiug.  Tbe  patient's  gen- 
eral condition  was  exceedingly  precarious*  His  pulse  wag 
at  120  ;  his  temperature  at  103  ;  he  had  night  sweats 
constantly,  and  he  felt  at  ease  only  when  lying  down,  with 
hot  poultices  on  tbe  perineum.  It  was  decided  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1874,  to  perform  internal  urethrotomyi 
notwithstanding  the  patient's  feeble  condition ;  it  was  re- 
garded as  his  only  means  of  safety.  For  two  days  vain 
attempts  were  made  to  introduce  a  filiform  bougie.  After 
an  hour's  patient  trial,  on  the  third  day  it  was  intro- 
duced as  far  as  the  bladder,  and  then,  the  patient  being 
etherized,  the  Massonneuve  instrument  was  prepared 
and  the  operation  performed,  Dr.  Hoffstetter  assisting. 
The  knife  as  it  passed  along  seemed  to  the  touch  to  cut 
one  continuous  stricture  from  the  meatus  to  the  end  of  the 
membrEinous  portion  of  the  urethra.  A  No.  11  bougie  was 
introduced  and  left  in  the  urethra  ;  the  fistulous  openings 
were  dissected  up  and  cauterized  with  carbolic  acid.  In 
the  evening  his  pulse  was  at  88,  his  temperature  103J  ; 
on  the  next  day  the  patient  felt  no  pain  but  a  tired  feeling 
in  the  back  ;  the  urine  constantly  dripping  from  the  bou- 
gie has  become  quite  clear  ;  the  patient  had  been  taking 
ten  grains  of  quinine  daily  for  a  few  days  previoiis  to  the 
operation;  this  medicine  he  continued  using.  The  19th 
the  penis  was  somewhat  swollen  but  painless;  the  hard- 
ness and  redness  which  existed  in  the  perineum  around 
the  fistula  has  disappeared  and  no  urine  whatever  passes 
by  the  fistula.  January  20th,  pulse  80  to  89,  the  patient 
has  milk  and  beef  tea  for  nourishment.  January  22d,  the 
bougie  was  withdrawn  ;  it  was  not  coated;  a  drop  of  pus 
came  away  from  the  largest  fistula  on  its  withdrawal.  It 
had  been  a  question  of  doubt  whether  to  leave  this 
bougie  in  the  urethra  until  the  fistulas  were  entirely 
healed  or  to  take  it  away  and  trust  for  the  cure  to  the 
eflfect  of  a  free  exit  of  urine  through  the  now  enlarged 
urethra,  considering  the  danger  of  prolonged  urethritis 
and  of  constitutional  disturbance  should  the  bougie 
remain  in  the  canal^  it  was  decided  to  remove  it^  and  it  was 
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hoped  that  rest  in  bed,  with  compression  on  the  perineum, 
I  might  prevent  the  urine  from  traversing  the  newly  henled 
istulsB.  On  tliti  26th  of  Januarj,  the  urMlhritid  had  nearly 
iisappeared,  but  the  urine  smarted  a  little  as  it  passed  out 
and  was  a  little  tinged  witli  blood  for  Beveral  hours  after 
the  bougie  was  withdrawn.  During  two  days  there  was 
inconteneuce  of  urine,  hut  this  trouble  soon  ceased  and  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  regained  its  strength.  After  February 
1st,  a  flexible  bougie  was  passed  daily.  The  fistuhe  were 
kept  compressed  by  dry  lint  and  wire  occasionally  touched 
with  nitrate  of  silver.  On  the  1st  of  March,  there  was  no 
trace  of  any  opening  in  the  perineum.  The  patient  was 
then  advised  to  take  a  sea  voyage  of  a  few  weeks,  to  insuro 
H  complete  cure  of  the  Bstulaj,  At  the  time  of  his  depart- 
ure lie  was  able  to  pass  a  free  stream  of  water  and  his 
general  health  was  greatly  improved. 

IL 

Medor  C.  a5t*  30. — The  patient  has  had  a  stricture  of 
the  urethra  during  three  years ;  five  year»  ago  he  had  a 
prolonged  gonorrhoea ;  he  has  been  treated  by  dilatation 
for  several  mouths,  but  of  late  the  passage  has  grown  so 
snmll  that  he  passes  his  water  with  great  dijlicidty.  On 
examination  a  filiform  bougie  alone  could  be  passed.  The 
katrictur©  is  at  the  commencemont  of  tlie  membranous  por* 
tion  ;  the  whole  canal  is  irritable  and  sensitive  ;  there  is 
constantly  a  slight  discharge  from  it.  The  patient^s  gen- 
eral condition  is  excellent.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1874j 
internal  urethrotomy  was  performed  witlic»ut  ana&sthetica  ; 
a  No.  12  blade  of  Massonneuve's  instrument  was  used; 
no  preparatory  treatment  was  carried  out  except  the  emp* 
tying  of  the  bowels.  A  No.  11  bougie  was  left  in  the 
canal  42  hours;  there  was  no  irritation  of  any  account,  in- 
deed, the  pulse  remained  at  80  and  the  temperature  at  97 
throughout;  there  wtis  a  very  slight  urethritis  during  four 
days.  On  the  fifth  the  patient  left  his  room  to  walk  about 
as  usual.  On  the  29th  May  a  No.  8  bougie  was  introduced 
without  difliculty  and  kept  in  the  canal  twenty  minutes. 
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A  No.  9  is  now  passed  daily  ;  tbe  patient  is  delighted 
with  the  size  of  the  stream  he  passes.  The  case  contrasts 
favorably  with  the  preceding  in  the  slight  constitutional 
disturbance  which  the  operation  occasioned  and  in  the 
short  duration  of  the  treatment- 


PROFESSOR  TOLANB'S  CLINIC  AT  THE  CITY 
AND  COUNTY  HOSPITAL-CASE  U. 


Case  of  Aneurism  of  the  Left  Subclavian  Artery  Cured 
by  the  Distal  Ligation. 


REPORTED    BY    R.    k.  McLEAN,    STUDENT   MEDICAL    DEPARTMENT 
UNIVERSITY    OP   CALIFORNIA. 


John  OrosSi  <et.  50^  miner,  Dative  of  Ireland,  admitted  to 
Professor  Toland's  ward  January  8th,  1874. 

On  examining  the  patient,  a  hirge  pulsating  tumor  waa 
found  at  the  root  of  the  neck,  on  the  left  side.  Its  super- 
ior surface  was  limited  iuterually  by  the  ster no-clavicular 
articulation  and  anterior  margin  of  the  sterDo-cleido-uiastoid 
muscles,  and  externally  by  a  point  beneath  the  anterior 
border  of  the  trapezius^  ju8t  above  it8  clavicular  origin. 
In  the  interval  between  tbe  sterno-madtoid  and  the  trape- 
zius, it  formed  an  ovoid  tumor  a^Jparently  nn  large  as  the 
closed  hand.  Auscultation  and  palpation  elicited  the  usual 
signs  uf  subclavian  aneurism,  which  were  well  marked  in 
every  particular. 

The  patient  first  noticed  a  slight  enlargement  above  the 
clavicle  a  year  before,  but  its  progress  bad  been  slow  until 
within  the  two  months  prior  to  bis  admission  to  the  hospi- 
tal. During  this  time,  liowever,  it  had  increased  rapidly 
in  size.  Partial  paralysis  of  the  left  arm  bad  occurred, 
from  pressure  upon  the  brachial  plexus,  and  pressure  upon 
the  thoracic  duct,  interfering  with  nutrition,  had  caused 
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aaemia  to  a  considerable  degree.  A  tonir.  course  of  treat- 
ment  and  good  diet  were  prescribed,  and  kept  up  until 
January  24th— a  period  of  nearly  three  weeks,  Duriijg 
this  time  the  tumor  continued  to  increase  in  size,  but  the 
pHtient*a  general  health  was  so  much  iraprovod  that  Pro- 
fessor Toland  decided  to  operate  Saturday,  January  24th. 
The  Profctisor  thought  the  Hunterian  operation  impracti- 
cable,  as  the  tumcTi*  involved  the  first  as  well  as  the  second 
and  third  parts  of  the  vessel  ;  and  he  accordingly  selected 
the  distal  operation.  The  third  portion  of  the  axillary 
artery  was  chosen  for  the  seat  of  the  ligature. 

Chloroform  was  given,  and  an  incision,  two  inches  in 
length,  made  in  the  course  of  the  artery,  at  its  exit  from 
the  axilla.  The  areola  tissue  and  sheath  were  divided* 
upon  the  grooved  director,  showing  the  artery,  with  the 
median  nerve  lying  upon  it,  and  the  axillary  vein  upon  its 
inner  side.  Those  structures  were  drawn  aside  and  held 
by  an  assistant,  while  Mott's  aneurism  needle,  threaded 
with  a  double  ligature,  was  passed  under  the  vessel,  from 
the  inner  to  the  outer  side.  One  strand  of  the  ligature 
was  pushed  up  to  the  junction  of  the  sheath  and  artery 
above,  and  firml}'  tied  witli  the  reef-knot.  The  remaining 
strand  was  secured  in  the  same  manner  below,  leaving  a 
space  between  thera  of  only  about  a  tl/ird  of  an  inch,  in 
which  the  artery  was  denuded.  The  longer  end  of  each 
ligature  was  brought  out  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the  inci- 
sion, a  small  tent  of  wet  lint  introduced,  and  the  edges  of 
the  wound  united  above  with  two  silver  sutures.  Finally 
the  water  dressing  was  applied,  and  the  limb  enveloped 
with  cotton-wool  and  oiled  silk.  The  pulsation  in  the 
tumor  Avas  perceptibly  lessened  immediately  after  the 
ligature,  and  gradually  decreased  up  to  the  sixth  week 
from  the  date  nf  the  operation,  after  which  no  pulsation  or 
bruit  could  be  discovered.  The  ligatures  came  away  on 
the  twentieth  day  after  the  operation,  and  the  wound 
healed  a  few  days  afterwards. 

Since  the  circulation   has  ceased  in  the  tumor,  it  has 
gradually  grown  smaller  and  less  painftiL    The  collateral 
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circulation  has  become  fully  established,  the  paral^^sis  has 
almost  entirely  disappeared  from  the  arm,  and  the  pressure 
upon  the  thoracic  duct  is  evidently  much  less,  as  the 
patient  has  gained  considerably  in  weight.  His  general 
health  is  good,  though  the  left  arm  is  slightly  oedematous, 
from  pressure  upon  the  subclavian  vein.  The  tumor  is  at 
least  one-third  smaller  than  when  the  operation  was  per- 
formed. It  is  hard  .to  the  touch,  and  is  evidently  being 
rapidly  absorbed. 

This  case  is  a  remarkable  one,  showing  as  it  does  the 
benefit  of  surgical  interference  in  a  condition  almost  hope- 
less. Hitherto,  cases  involving  such  extensive  disease  of 
the  artery,  have  usually  terminated  fatally.  The  Hun- 
•  terian,  or  proximal  operation,  was  deemed  impracticable 
on  account  of  the  deep  situation  of  the  healthy  portion  of 
the  vessel,  and  the  large  size  of  the  tumor,  which  of  itself 
would  have  proved  an  insurmountable  obstacle,  covering, 
as  it  did  the  route  by  which  the  vessel  might  have  been 
reached  in  a  case  not  involving  so  great  a  degree  of  disease 
of  the  artery.  Gulvano-puncture  and  the  distal  ligation 
remained  as  the  last  resort.  The  latter  was  chosen  with 
the  view  of  resorting  to  the  galvano-puncture  if  Brasdor's 
operation  failed.  It  happily  succeeded,  which  with  a 
former  case  of  Professor  Toland's,  are  the  only  successful 
cases  recorded  of  the  distal  ligation  for  the  cure  of  sub- 
clavian aneurism.  Ghross  has  collected  twelve  cases  of 
ligature  of  the  subclavian  artery  in  the  first  portion  of  its 
course,  and  seven  cases  of  the  distal  ligation  of  various 
arteries  for  the  cure  of  subclavian  aneurism. 


[The  cases  are  presented  in  the  following  tables,  modified  from  Qrosa' 

Surgery:] 
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PROXIMAL  OPERATION, 


N«. 


Ag©. 

CoUes 

38 

Mott ,_ 

21 

Haydtm 

67 

O'KeiUy 

39 

liiaton «,..... 

32 

Ativcrt 

Auvert 

, 

Rcidgers 

42 

Parker 

33 

Bayor ........ 

21 

Pai'tridge, . . . 

88 

Arendt.* .,  .. 

-• 

Result. 


Death  from  hemorrhage  on  4th  d^r . . 

**  "  "  18th  day. 

•MSthday. 

*•         "  "  *•  18th  day, 

"36th  day. 

•*  "  •»22dday,. 

"11th  day. 

"15th  day. 

"        •*  **  •'43d  day,. 

'*        *'  **  lii24hou«. 

••         **     plenritifl  on  4th  day 

**         "I  exhauation  on  5th  day. . . 


DISTAL  OPERATION. 


Ko. 

Operator. 

Artery  Tji gated. 

Death  from  homorrhage. 

1     1  Butcher 

Carotid 

Death  on  4th  day 

2        1   I>UT»TtwiTI 

Axillarv 

3 

Schuh. ...... 

fTiwitoii 

Axillary , , . . . 

4 

Axillarr , 

5  Petreqoin .... 

6  Liaton 

Axillary 

*•       "  12th  day 

Carotid  , , 

•«       **  l.Sthday.... 

7      1  nnvAnier 

Carotid 

«•       ••  10th  day 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  tables  that  death  resulted,  in 
sevetiteen  out  of  nineteen  of  these  cases,  from  hemorrhage 
the  seat  of  the  hemorrhage  being,  in  nearly  evQvy  instance, 
at  the  distal  side  of  the  liguturo.  It  seems  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  this  accident  might  have  been  avoided  in  at 
least  some  of  the  cases,  if  the  double  ligature  had  been 
used.  In  single  ligation  the  proximal  side  of  the  vessel 
does  not  generally  slough,  because  the  point  of  ligation  is 
at  the  junction  of  the  sheath  and  artery,  thus  leaving  the 
nutrition  of  the  vessel  uninterfered  with.  The  sloughing 
occurs  on  the  distal  side  of  the  vessel  ;  and  as  that  end  of 
the  artery  remains  patulous,  hemorrhage  is  the  result. 
The  reason  for  this  is  apparent,  wheo  we  consider  that  the 
denuded  portion  of  the  artery  is  deprived  of  its  channels 
of   nutrition    through   the  vasa-vasorfim,    to    an    extent 
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varying  with  the  degree  of  laceration  of  the  sheath.  This 
result  is  well  illnstrated  in  two  of  the  cases  given  in  the 
tables  above,  in  wjiicli  the  subclavian  was  tied  on  the 
inaide  of  the  scaleni  rauscles.  The  first  was  the  case  of 
Dr.  Rodgers,  in  which  death  occurred  on  the  fifteenth  day 
from  hemorrhage.  Tlie  other  was  the  case  ol  Proft'ssor 
Parker,  death  resulting  from  heraorrliage  on  the  forty- 
second  day.  The  following  account  of  the  dissection  of 
these  two  cases  is  from  Gross'  Surgery ^  voL  i,,  p.  772  : 

"On  dissection  the  wound  was  found  filled  with  clotted 
blood,  beneath  which  the  arter}^  had  been  completely  di- 
vided by  the  ligature,  which  lay  close  by.  The  stump  of 
the  8ub-clavian  between  the  aorta  and  the  point  of  liga- 
tion was  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter  in  length,  and  thor- 
oughly  impervious  to  air  and  liquids,  its  cavity  being 
occupied  by  a  solid  and  firmly  adherent  coagulum.  The 
distcd  extremity  of  the  t^ubclavian  contained  a  soft,  imper- 
fect clot,  wFiile  the  vertebral  artery,  which  was  given  off 
immediately  at  the  sight  of  the  ligature  was  almost  patu- 
lous and  had  evidently  been  the  seat  of  the  hemorrhage 
which  caused  the  patient's  death.  The  aoeurismal  sac,  the 
size  of  a  small  orange,  was  completely  blocked  up  with  co- 
agula. 

In  reflecting  upon  this  interesting  case,  Dr.  Rodger's 
regretted  that  he  had  not  secured  the  vertebral  artery  and 
also  the  thyroid  axis,  believing  that  this  would  have 
effectually  prevented  the  hemorrhage.  Professor  Willard 
Parker,  acting  upon  this  suggestion,  in  September,  1863, 
tied  the  left  subclavian  artery  on  the  inside  of  tlie  scalene 
muscles,  along  with  the  common  carotid  and  vertebral  on 
account  of  subclavian  aneurism*  The  case  progressed 
well  until  the  tenth  day,  when  there  was  a  slight  hemorr* 
hage.  The  ligature  separated  from  the  vertebrae  on  the 
twelfth  day,  from  the  carotid  on  the  fourteenth,  and  from 
the  subclavian  on  the  twentieth  day.  Death  occurred  at 
the  end  of  the  sixth  week  from  hemorrhage  of  the  di8t€d 
side  of  the  subclavian/^ 

When  the  double  ligature  is  practicable  the  advantage  iB 
that  the  denuded  portioo  of  the  artery  between  the  two 
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ligatures  sloughs  without  leaving  either  the  proximal  or 
distal  side  of  the  vessel  patulous,  thus  securing  all  the 
advantages  to  be  gained  by  ligating  the  vertebral  and 
thyroid  axis  separately. 


The  G-alvanic  Cautery  as  a  Bloodless  Method  of  Surgi^ 
cal  Operatiag. 


BY    FBBBEBTCK   WILLIAM  GODON,   A,B.,  M,l>., 

Late  Interne  Rotunda  L7ing-in*HoflpitAl,  Dublin. 


Since  the  confirmation  of  the  advantages  of  the  use  of 
Esmarch's  bloodless  method  in  surgical  operations^  Ideetire 
to  preseut  a  few  cases  by  a  procedure  and  method  which 
I  may  justly  claim  as  being  entitled  to  the  character  of 
being  bloodless* 

At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine 
last  Winter,  at  which  I  was  present,  Dr.  O'Byrne^  of 
Brooklyn,  exhibited  an  apparatus  which  he  had  devised 
for  the  electric  cautery,  and  had  used  most  suceessfully  in 
uterine  surgery,  I  had  several  patients  under  my  care  at 
the  time  suflFering  from  hemorrhoids,  fistulas  in  ano,  and 
other  surgical  diseases  of  the  rectum  j  one  case  in  particu- 
hir,  on  wliicb  I  dared  not  operate,  on  account  of  age  and 
general  debility.  My  friend,  Mr,  M,  Emmett,  M.R.CS. 
Eng.,  then  in  New  York,  and  who  happened  to  be  with  me 
when  Dr.  O'Byrne  introduced  his  ingenious  and  original 
apparatus,  gave  me  such  a  glowing  account  of  the  use  of 
the  galvanic  cautery  in  surgical  diseases  of  the  rectum,  as 
practised  by  Mr,  Bryant,  of  Guy's  Hospital,  London,  that 
I  determined  to  test  its  merits  the  first  time  opportunity 
might  offer  ;  and  the  following  is  the  result. 

Case  1.  Mr,  Yan  B,,  a  diamond  merchant  from  Am- 
sterdam, set,  67,  was  returning  to  his  home,  after  having 
made  a  visit  to  his  family  in  Boston,     Codsulted  me  for 
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piliis  while  in  New  York,  prior  to  liis  departure  for  Hol- 
land.  The  patient  told  me  be  had  used  u  number  of  oiiit- 
menta,  some  of  wliicb^  be  said,  had  reHeved  hira  temporar- 
ily. The  disease  bad  been  troubliDg  him  for  twenty-five 
years  ;  but  his  long  journey  of  late  had  so  aggravated  hie 
suflferings  that  he  came  to  me,  resolved  upon  undergoing 
an  operation.  I  proposed  the  operation  by  the  galvanic 
cautery  to  bim,  to  which  he  assented.  The  patient  was 
well  nourished^  and  Imd  enjoyed  excellent  health,  and 
complained  of  nothing  but  the  hemorrhoids.  He  waa 
considerably  w^eakened  from  loss  of  bloody  as  he  could 
hardly  stand,  or  walk,  without  profuse  hemorrhage.  I 
asked  my  friend,  Dr.  E.  Peugnet,  of  New  York,  to  see  thia 
case  with  me;  but,  owing  to  illness,  lie  failed  to  meet  me  ; 
and  Mr,  Emmctt  very  kindly  assisted  me  in  the  operation. 
The  bowel  wan  well  brought  down,  the  portion  to  be 
removed  clamped,  and  cut  off  by  scissors,  and  the  cautery 
then  applied,  the  stumps  being  freely  burned  down  to  a 
line  with  the  clamp;  the  soft  parts  w^ere  well  protected  by 
pieces  of  wet  lint.  The  cautery  was  heated  to  a  red-hot, 
and  there  was  no  bleeding.  The  claraps  were  removed, 
and  the  projecting  bowel  returned.  The  patient  was  under 
the  inJbience  of  etlier,  and  complained  of  but  little  pain 
after  the  operation.  On  the  fourth  day,  his  bowels  wera 
moved  by  a  simple  enema,  and  in  three  w^eeks  he  was  on 
bis  way  home. 

Case  2.  Nathalio  P,,  ^t,  24,  consulted  me  on  the  3d 
day  of  June  for  a  growth  about  the  anu?,  which  gave  her 
much  annoyance,  but  slight  pain.  She  told  me  that  she 
did  not  suffer  much  when  at  stool,  and  only  passed  blood 
when  her  bowels  were  greatly  constipated.  She  could 
walk  a  moderate  distance  without  suffering  much ;  but  she 
had  been  unable  to  ride  iu  a  carriage  with  comfort  for  a 
long  tim^.  She  confessed  to  Laving  had  syphilis  when  at 
home  iu  France,  and  liad'  been  treated  for  the  disease  in 
the  Luorcine  Hospital^  Paris,  Her  general  health  was  as 
good  as  could  be  expected  in  a  patient  of  her  character. 
She  bad  been  married,  bat  bad  no  living  children.    On 
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exarainatioD,  exposing  the  parts  well  bj  means  of  the 
BpecuUim,  I  found  a  nnrnber  of  small  vascular,  strawberry- 
like  looking  tnmors.  I  applied  the  cautery  directly  to  the 
growth,  and  the  patient  complained  only  of  slight  pain  on 
recovering  from  the  anaeBthetic*  On  the  third  day^  her 
bowels  moved  naturally^  and  ahe  is  now  perfectly  well. 

Case  3.  Michael  G.,  a  truck  driver,  came  to  me  with  a 
-  fistula  in  ano,  which,  lie  told  me,  had  existed  for  four 
months.  He  was  a  fine-looking,  healthy  Irishman,  denied 
all  venereal  taint,  confessed  to  occasional  sprees,  but  de- 
clared he  had  never  had  a  severe  attack  of  illness  in  his 
life  that  ho  remembered.  I  operated  on  this  person  by 
means  of  the  galvanic  cauteiy.  I  first  pa^^sed  a  probe 
through  the  fistula,  then  a  platinum  wire  through  the 
sinus,  in  this  manner  bringing  one  end  of  the  wire  out 
through  the  anus,  and  the  other  through  the  buttock,  I 
then  heated  the  wire,  and  divided  the  tissues  by  traction 
upon  it.  There  was  no  bleeding,  and  but  moderate  pain. 
The  patient  was  nut  under  the  influence  of  any  anfesthelic. 
The  wound  was  dressed  iu  the  ordinary  way.  The  bowels 
were  moved  bv  an  enema  on  the  fourth  dav,  and  the  man 
was  up  in  about  three  weeks'  time. 

The  advantage  of  the  galvanic  cautery  over  the  older 

lethods  of  procedure,  as  illustrated  in  these  cases,  certainly 

shows  that  mucli  painful  suff^ering  is  saved  the  patient,  and 

that  the  operation,  when  properly  performed,  is  entitled  to 

claim  the  character  of  being  bloodless. 

San  FflANdsco,  607  Bush  street,  June  18th,  1874 


Rational  Medicine  Weil  Defined. — The  Italian  jour- 
nals relate  that  a  vice-professor  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine 
of  Naples,  having  asked  permission  of  the  Faculty  to  open 
a  conrse  on  Homoeoputhy,  received  the  following  answer  : 
**The  Faculty  could  not  grant  the  authorization,  seeing 
that  rational  medicine,  which  is  taught  on  the  basis  of  nat- 
ural sciences,  excludes  allopathy,  as  well  as  hofcoeopathy, 
and,  indeed,  all  absolute  systems  of  medicine," — TJte  Lan- 
ocfj  December  13th. 
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SURGERT. 


Early  Signs  of  Urethral  Stricture. 


Dr.  Fef^seiiden  N,  Otis,  in  a  paper  recently  read  before 
the  New  York  Medical  Journal  Association,  and  pub- 
lished by  our  able  contemporary,  the  New  York  3Ied{cal 
Journal^  thus  speaks  of  certain  matters  connected  with  the 
urethra  and  its  strictures  ; 

Chronic  in^ethral  dtseharg^j  commonly  called  gleet,  is  the 
signal  which  nature  hangs  out  to  notify  the  intelligent  sur- 
geon that  an  obBtruction  to  tlie  normal  working  of  tfie 
muscular  apparatus  of  the  urethra  has  occurred;  that  plas- 
tic  material,  laid  down  in  the  antecedent  inflammatorv 
condition,  has  begun  to  f^ontnict  the  normal  uretlnal  cali- 
ber, w^hether  it  be  twenty  or  forty  railtinietres  in  circum- 
ference, and  that  nothing  short  of  a  complete  restoration 
of  the  normal  caliber  of  the  canal  will  nfl^ird  a  permanent 
cure.  Sandal-oil  may  stop  it  for  a  time  ;  injections  of 
innumerable  variety  may,  any  one  of  tlicm,  temporarily  re- 
move it  ;  but  a  little  vinous  or  venereal  excess  will  repro- 
duce it;  and  thus  the  case  goes  on  until  finally  an  attack  of 
retention  of  nri7te  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  patient 
has  strictured  urethra. 

To  prevent  the  return  of  stricture  after  operation^  the  stric- 
ture must  first  have  been  thoroughly  sundered  at  some 
point ;  that  those  strictures  which  have  been  perjnanently 
cured  (and  in  this  number  I  do  not  include  those  facetiously 
termed  cured  where  the  patient  is  obliged  to  use  or  have 
used  a  sound  every  two  w^eeks  for  the  balance  of  his  life, 
but  those  that  never  reappear  after  operation)  have  been 
80  sundered,  thither  by  rupture  througii  dilatation  more  or 
less  rapid*  by  divulsion,  or  division.  The  reason  why  the 
treatment  of  stricture  after  the  usual  methods  is  imperfect 
— that  there  is  always  a  tendency  of  the  stricture  to  return 
— arises  trom  the  fact  that,  as  in  the  case  cited^  the  stric- 
tures were  not  completely  sundered  at  any  point— that  they 
were  distendedf  not  completely  divided.  All  urethral  stric- 
tures are  composed  of  elastic  tissue^  and  any  operative 
procedure  that  falls  short  of  com^jlete  division  of  the  con- 
stricting *  band  can  never  produce  more  than  temporary 
residts.  As  long  as  No-  8  of  the  English  and  No.  21  of 
the  French  scales  are  accepted  as  representing  the  normal 
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caliber  of  the  human  male  urethra*  and  as  Iod^  as  curative 
treatment  ceases  when  this  caliber  has  been  reached, 
there  will  never  be  a  radical^  permanent  cure  of  urethral 
stricture.  Sooner  or  later,  however,  it  \s  certain  to  be 
accepted  that  urethne  vary  in  size  in  different  individuals 
just  as  widely  as  any  other  constituent  portions  of  the 
human  body,  and  that  conseqoentlv  stricture  of  the  ure- 
thra is  a  relative  term  ;  that  while  l^o,  8  bougie  English  or 
No»  21  French  will  determine  the  presence  or  absence  of 
stricture  in  the  urethra  of  corresponding  caliber,  it  fails  to 
recognize  stricture  in  urethrte  of  larger  size,  and  wliich 
has  been  positively  demonstrated  in  certain  cases  to  reach 
as  high  as  thirty-six  or  even  forty  millimetres  in  circumfer- 
ence ;  and  that  complete  division  of  stricture,  of  whatever 
caliber f  havinir  been  accomplislitid,  recontraction  may  be 
prevoUed,  and  that  thus  strictured  urethra  can  by  appro- 
priate treatment  be  with  certainty  restored  to  their  normal 
dimensions  without  imv  of  subsequent  recontraction.  This 
I  do  not  Jissert  unadvisedly  or  rashly,  as  the  records  of 
moro  than  fifty  cases  occurring  in  my  own  experience  will 
demonstrate.  Several  of  these  cases,  in  whicli  five  or  six 
strictures  were  present  two  years  ago^  and  then  thoroughly 
divided,  have  been  carefnlly  examined  by  me  witliin  the 
last  month,  and  can  be  shown  to-djiy  free  from  the  dightest 
evidence  vf  recontraction*  This  goes  far  to  prove  that  com- 
plete division  of  stricture,  with  appropriate  after-treat- 
ment, will  give  complete  immunity  from  recon traction. 
The  results  of  operations  with  the  dilating  urethrotome, 
presented  by  me  to  tin?  profes^ioTi  at  a  meeting  of  the  New 
York  Medical  Jonnuil  Association  more  than  a  year  ago, 
have  remained  permanent;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  /itrictiires 
operated  upo7i,  haviwj  been  IhorougMy  divided^  icere  after- 
ward completcttf  absorbed. 

Strict tf re  completely  curable. — Dr,  Otis  wishes  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  as  chiiming  tlmt  **stricture,  as  ordinarily 
met  with,  i^*?  absohttebj  ivithin  the  reach  of  curative  niemitres; 
that  if  completely  divided,  and  this  division  maintained  by 
suitable  means  until  healing  of  the  parts  has  occurred,  no 
recent raction  can  ever  take  place;  that  dilatation,  temporary 
or  permanent,  is  never  more  than  a  palliafive  meamtre^  unless 
carried  to  a  point  sufficient  to  comptefely  rupture  the  stric- 
ture ;  that  the  division  of  stricture  is  not  more  hnzardoua, 
to  say  the  least,  tlum  permanent  dilatation— that  is,  by 
introduction  of  dilating  instruments,  which  are  required 
to  remain  in  situ  for  hours  and  days — or  than  rapid  dilata- 
tatiou,  which  requires  instruments  of  increasing  sizes  to 
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be  introduced  at  one  Bitting  ;  and,  I  may  venture  to  say, 
scarcely  more  likely  to  produce  trouble  than  tfiraporary  or 
transient  dilatation,  as  usoally  practiced  by  surgeons, 
wbicli  is  siroply  to  pass  a  yoond  or  bougie  gently  tlirough 
tbe  uretUra,  aud  to  be  immediatc^ly  witlidravvn  ;  the  same 
to  be  re* introduced,  at  inter%^al8  of  two  or  three  days  or 
weeks,  for  the  rest  of  the  natural  life  of  the  unfortunate 
patient^^ 

Dr,  0,  then  concludes  witli  the  following  :  *'l.  Stricture 
may  be  present  before  difficulty  in  urinatmg  occuri^.  2,  It 
is  always  prestyit  when  fjleet  is  present^/Zc^^,  as  a  rule, 
means  shictu?^.  3.  Dilatation  of  strictures  is,  at  best,  but 
a  temporary  expedient ;  valuable  in  close  stricture,  where 
urination  is  interfered  with,  aud  the  stricture  is  too  close 
for  the  introduction  of  instruments  for  completely  dividing 
it  ;  but  dilatation  is  not  only  without  permanent  valiie 
except  in  such  cases,  but  it  is  jwrinrioaff,  inasnnich  ns, 
while  it  is  never  curative,  it  fakers  the  place  of  curative 
measures.  4.  Nothiog  short  of  coruplete  division  of  stric- 
tures can  ever  result  in  radical  cure/ 


Pabaly&is  op  the  Hand  and  Fore- arm  Caused  by  Es- 
march's  Bloodless  Method.— Dr.  Robert  Weir  reports 
the  case  of  a  young  man  in  whom  it  was  found  necessary 
to  remove  some  dead  bone  from  the  elbow-joint.  Esmarch'ti 
bandage  was  applied,  the  rubber  cord  of  the  diameter  of 
one-quarter  of  an  inch  being,  as  usual,  tightly  drawn  three 
times  around  the  limb  at  the  junction  of  the  upper  and 
middle  third  of  the  arm.  The  compression  was  continued 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  After  the  inflammatory 
reaction  of  the  wound  had  passed  away,  it  was  found  tliat 
the  patient  was  unable  to  flex  or  extend  any  of  the  fingerssi 
or  the  hand  on  the  fore-arm.  He  complained  of  numbness 
on  the  tips  of  all  his  fingers,  of  the  palm,  and  anterior  sur- 
face of  the  fore^arm.  T^je  lesion  was  mainly  confined  to 
the  median  nerve.  This  condition  remained  unchanged 
for  some  time,  but  lie  afterwards  rapidly  regained  the  use 
of  the  affected  muscles  under  the  application  of  th©  gal- 
vanic current. — The  Medical  Eecora,  May  15th,  1874* — 
PhUaddpkia  Medical  Times. 


Steady  work  is  the  best  preservative  of  health. 
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Pulsation  of  the  Subclavian  as  a  Sign  of  Superior  Dila- 
tation of  the  Aorta. 


Contr«.ry  to  wliat  is  observed  under  normul  conditions^ 
there  may  be  noticed  tinder  certain  cardiac  affections  pecu- 
liar pulsations  in  the  carotid  region,  and  at  the  base  of 
the  neck.  That  these  pnlsations  originate  in  the  passage 
of  the  hlood-current  through  a  large  artery— the  subcla- 
vian— -may  he  shown  in  two  ways  :  first,'  by  placing  the 
finger  buck  of  and  below  the  tubercle  of  the  scalenus  anti- 
cus  muscle,  when  ihh  artery  will  not  be  found  in  its  usual 
position  ;  then  by  makint^  compression  over  the  seat  of 
pulsation,  wlien  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  is  affected.  If  on 
making  this  compression  over  the  misplaced  subclavian 
the  arterial  walli^i  are  lightly  impressed  by  the  finger^  a 
double  vibratory  treumr  may  be  remarked.  The  first  and 
most  intense  part  of  this  is  systolic,  and  is  evidently  pro* 
duced  by  the  rapid  centrifugal  passage  of  the  blood-cur- 
rent. The  second,  of  variable  intensity,  is  caused  by  the 
return  of  the  blood  towards  the  heart  ;  it  is  sometimes 
wanting. 

Auscultation  over  the  seat  of  pulsation  demonstrates  the 
existence  of  a  double  blowing  murmur,  evidently  connected 
with  the  vibratory  tremor  above  mentioned.  The  second 
part  of  this  murmur  is  wanting  when  the  second  4>Hrt  of 
the  tremor  is  absent. 

In  a  number  of  autopsieR  of  such  cases,  the  existence  of 
aneurism  affecting  the  superior  wall  of  the  aorta  was 
ascertained.  In  these  cases  the  subclavian  was  found  dis- 
placc<l.  and  overlapping  to  a  certain  degree  the  omo-hyoid 
muscle.  It  is  at  first  uncovered  behind  tfie  clavicle,  and 
then  become?*  more  superficial.  Finally,  it  is  sinuous^ — that 
18,  too  long  for  its  chanDeh 

The  double  tremor  and  murmur  appear  to  be  independ- 
ent of  any  abnormal  condition  of  the  aortic  orifice.  The 
fact  appears  to  be  that  the  walls  of  the  dilatation,  true  or 
aiieunsmsd,  having  lost  their  elasticity,  allow  themselves 
to  become  distended  under  the  influence  of  the  ventricular 
wave  at  the  same  time  as  the  arterial  system.  But,  owing 
to  the  impulsive  force  of  the  heart  Imvinp  been  exhausted 
by  the  inertia  of  these  walla,  the  arterial  tension  is  les- 
sened. 

The  diastolic  reflux  of  a  part  of  the  contained  blood 
results  of  necessity  from  this  unequal  subdivision  of  the 
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blood-tension.  It  is  the  centripetal  reflux  which  deter- 
mines the  diastolic  murmur.  The  displacement  of  the 
Bubclaviao  is  evidently  due  to  elevation  of  the  superior 
wall  of  the  aorta.  It  is  phown  in  the  shortening  of  the 
course  of  the  carotid  and  other  vessels  given  off,  causing 
them  to  become  siouous^  and  thus  to  give  rise  to  the  pul- 
sations noted.  If  the  aortic  dilatatitm  is  equal  over  all 
parts  whence  the  great  vessels  are  given  oil,  the  various 
phenomena  alluded  to  will  be  observed  equally  on  both 
siden  of  The  neck.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  greater  near 
the  aortic  origin,  or  on  the  other  extreme  of  the  arch, 
pulsation,  etc.,  will  only  be  observed  on  the  affected  side. 

We  have  here,  then,  a  valuable  aid  io  the  diagnosis  and 
prognosis  of  superior  aortic  aneuritfrn.  For  not  only  may 
the  extent  and  position  of  the  enlargement  be  ascertained 
approximately,  but  if  in  the  progress  of  the  case  the  vibra* 
tion  and  murmur  should  disappear,  we  may  hope  that  the 
aneurismal  pouch  is  being  filled  with  clots.^ — From  Ar- 
chives  General,  1S7 i.—  Tramlaied  by  A.  V,  H.—Mediml 
and  Surgical  JournaL 


Copaiva  in  Croup. 


In  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  tlie  District 
of  CdtmUa,  Vol.  i,  No.  1,  after  relating  a  case,  Dr.  Lin- 
coln wished  to  draw  attention  to  a  very  important  remedy 
in  the  treatment  of  croup,  copaiva,  which  he  considered  of 
the  greatest  use  in  this  mid  similar  cases.  Thought  it  pre- 
vented the  reformation  of  false  membrane.  On  the  night 
referred  to  in  the  report,  when  he  removed  tbe  second  spe- 
cimen^ he  found  the  child  as  bad  as  ever,  laboring  under 
dyspncea,  from  false  membrane  in  the  air  tube.  He  re» 
moved  the  inner  canula,  but  found  no  membrane  in  it. 
Sent  for  copaiva,  and  in  the  meantime  applied  a  mixture 
of  copaiva  and  glycerine  (of  which  a  small  quantity  was  io 
the  house)  to  the  inner  canula,  which  he  then  reinserted* 
This  produced  a  paroxysm  of  cough,  and  a  piece  of  meni- 
brane  was  tlirown  out.  He  afterwards  gave  one  drachm 
of  copaiva,  with  prompt  relief.  Since  then  had  applied  a 
mixture  of  copaiva  to  the  inner  canula  with  great  benefit, 
according  to  the  statements  of  the  parents-  There  was 
still  some  patches  of  membrane  about  the  palate.  iHaa 
seen  the  efficacy  of  copaiva  in  many  cases ;  in  one,  a  case 
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of  very  severe  membranoua  croup,  a  full  dose  of  one  drachtn 
would  again  and  again  relieve  the  urgency  of  the  symp- 
toms,  and  the  child  recovered.  He  would  have  per- 
tbrined  tracKeotoniv  in  the  case  but  for  an  existing  vitiated 
condition  of  the  Mystem* 

Aa  to  chloroform,  Dr.  Lincoln  considered  that  in  Dr. 
Walsh's  case  no  danger  need  have  been  apprehended  from 
the  anasathetic^  as  instruments  were  at  hand  ready  to  open 
the  traeliea  at  any  moment.  He  thought,  however,  the 
apparent  final  success  was  due  to  the  copaiva. 

Dr.  Miller  had  used  copaiva  extensively  in  croup  for 
thirty  year8,  and  had  before  spoken  of  its  eflScacy  in  the 
Sdcicty.  Was  in  the  habit  of  p hieing  a  bottle  of  balsam 
copaiva  in  possession  of  all  his  patients  subject  to  croup, 
directfing  thsm  to  take  doses  of  twenty  or  thirty  drops  be- 
fore sending  for  medical  aid*  The  result  was  that  whilst 
he  used  to  be  frequently  called  out  at  night  to  attend 
croup  cases,  be  was  now  but  seldom  annoyed  at  night  by 
similar  calls.  So  great  w^as  the  faith  of  his  patients  in  this 
remedy  that  he  had  often  been  applied  to  for  bis  so- called 
**  croup  medicine,'*  It  was  especially  valuable  in  the  early 
stage. 

Dr.  Liucoln  had  never  seen  copaiva  fail  if  given  in  the 
first  sta^e  of  the  disease,  and  had  derived  great  benefit 
from  it  in  every  period  of  the  complaint.  In  reply  to  a 
question  by  Dr.  Fenwick  he  said  the  remedy  was  of  great 
use  even  in  the  pseudo-membranous  form  of  croup. 


Sulphur  in  the  Treatment  of  Acne. 


Dr.  Sidney  Ringer  says   {The  La^hcet,  February  21)  : 

"The  lupica!  effects  of  sniphur  ointment,  or,  yf  an  iodide 
of  the  iiTpocblorite  of  sulphur,  or,  still  better,  of  the  iodide 
of  sulphur  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  is  most  marked  on  acne 
induratu  and  acne  rosacea,  these  effects  being  twofold,  and 
even  opposite,  according  to  the  stage  of  the  eruption.  If 
applied  ut  tlic  very  commencement  of  the  eruption,  as 
soon  as  the  little  bard  knot  is  felt  under  the  skin,  further 
development  is  arrested,  and  the  hardness  speedily  disap- 
pears. For  instance,  if  smeared  over  the  hardness  just 
before  going  to  bed,  in  the  morning  scarcely  any  induration 
will  be  felt,  though  after  a  time,  perhaps,  from  exercise  or 
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the  irritation  from  washing,  much  of  the  hardnesfl  may  re- 
turn, to  be  again  removed  by  a  new  application  of  the 
oiDtment,  so  that  in  two  or  three  days  a  papale  that 
threatened  to  becouie  of  considerable  size  may  be  com- 
pletely dispersed. 

When,  however,  the  nodule  has  advanced  further,  and 
suppuration  has  set  in,  then  the  effects  of  the  ointment 
are  much  like  those  of  the  sulphides,  administered  inter- 
nally, on  boils,  hastening  maturation,  limiting  the  swelling 
and  hardoess,  and  thos  considerably  curtailing  the  duration 
of  the  eruption.  Aye,  further^  if  rubbed  over  the  skin,  it 
appears  to  check  the  formation  of  acne  spots.  If  rubbed 
over  the  nose  and  neighboring  parts  of  the  face  in  acne 
rosacea  its  effects  are  often  most  striking.  Not  only  does 
it  act  as  in  acne  indurata,  but  the  hardeued,  swollen 
tissues  become  softened  and  reduced  to  a  more  natural 
state.  He  has  found  the  iodide  of  sulphur  likewise  useful 
in  hromic  acne,  reducing  the  eruption,  or  at  least  consider* 
ably  reducing  the  size  of  each  spot.  In  acne  the  ointment 
should  be  thinly  spread  over  the  eruption,  night  and  morn- 
ing,—TAe  Medical  Record. 


On  Sulphide  of  Potassium,  Sulphide  of  Sodium,  and 
Sulphide  of  Calcium. 


Dr.  Sidney  Ringer  speaks  enthusiastically  of  the  in- 
fluence of  these  remedies  upon  the  suppurative  processes, 
such  as  abscesses,  boils,  and  scrofulous  sores.  When  sul- 
phide of  calcium  or  potassium  is  administered^  a  thin, 
watery,  unhealthy  discharge  becomes  at  firt^t  more  •abun- 
dant, afterwards  diminishing,  and  throughout  continues 
thicker  and  healthier,  possessing,  indeed,  the  characters  of 
**laudable'^  pus.  The  condition  of  the  sore  improves  corre- 
spondingly and  its  healing  is  promoted.  The  sulphides 
appear,  often,  to  arrest  suppuration,  serving  to  reduce  in- 
flammation, and  avert  the  formation  of  pus. 

The  effects  of  these  remedies  are  equally  conspicuous  in 
mammary  abscesses,  although  in  rare  instances  they  appear 
temporarily  to  increase  the  pain — a  remark  which  seems, 
sometimes,  to  hold  good  with  respect  to  boils.  But,  as  a 
rule,  the  pain  is  speedily  mitigated.  Singular  to  say,  he 
has  found  these  remedies  of  much  less  use  in  forwarding 
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the  maturation  and  expultsion  of  pua  in  indolent  tumors. 
For  tlie  relief  of  boilK  and  carbuncles,  the  tenth  of  a  grain 
of  sulpliide  of  calcium,  giv**n  every  two  hoiire,  generally 
prf^vente  the  formation  of  fresh  boilR,  while  it  lessens  the 
ioflanimation  artd  reduces  the  urea  of  existing  boils,  and 
quickly  liquefies  the  "  eore/^  so  thai  its  separation  is  much 
more  speedy  than  usual.  In  some  cases  of  deep-seated 
boils  and  abscesses  of  diabetes  they  are  powerless, 

A  very  beneficial  eflect  appears  to  be  exercised  upon 
suppurating  scrofulous  glands  in  the  neck.  Here  again 
they  hasten  the  elimination  of  the  pus,  and  subsequently 
the  cheesy^  ecrufulous  matter.— TAe  Medical  Becoi-d, 


Chloral  Hydrate  and  Camphor  as  a  Local  Applica* 
TiON  i^  Neuralgia. — It  fs  pUited  that  the  intimate  mixture 
of  equal  parts  of  chloral  hydrate  and  camphor  will  produce 
a  clear  fluid  which  is  of  the  greatest  value  as  a  local  applica 
tion  in  neuralgia.  Mr.  Lenox  Brown  relates  (Brit  Med, 
Journ.,  March  7, 1874)  that  he  has  employed  it,  and  in- 
duced professional  friends  tu  do  so;  and  that  in  every  case 
it  afforded  great,  and  in  some  instantaneous,  relief.  "  Its 
success  does  not  appear,"  he  says,  **  to  he  at  all  dependent 
on  the  nerve  affected,  it  being  equally  efficacious  in  neur- 
idgia  of  the  sciatica  as  of  the  trigeminus.  I  have  found  it 
to  be  of  the  greatest  service  in  neuralgia  of  the  larynx,  and 
in  relieving  spasmodic  cough  of  a  nervous  or  hysterical 
cliaracter.  It  is  only  necessary  to  paint  the  mixture 
lightly  over  the  painful  part,  and  to  allow  it  to  dry.  It 
never  Idisters,  though  it  may  occasion  a  tingling  sensation 
of  the  skin.  He  has  found  it  also  an  excellent  application 
for  toothache. — Medical  News* 


Treatment  of  Pityriasis  Rubra. — Dr.  Tilbury  Fox  be- 
lieves that  in  cases  of  pityriasis  rubra — hypera^mia  of  the 
skin  and  exfoliation  of  the  cuticle — the  free  use  of  diuretics 
is  called  for,  especially  in  cases  which  come  under  observa- 
tion at  an  oar^'  date,  before  the  hyperaemic  state  of  skin 
has  given  rise  to  secondary  alteration,  such  as  infiltration 
into  the  tissues.  It  is  an  established  rule  in  renal  thera- 
peutics to  stimulate  the  skin  to  increased  action  in  cases 
where  the  kidneys  are  congested,  or  in  other  conditions  in 
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%%  hicli  it  I!*  deeiruVle  that  tbey  slioald  be  given  rest  from 
work.  Id  the  case  of  a  Lypeiaewic  state  of  the  skin,  where 
this  hypera»mia  im  not  removable  by  local  remediei*,  and 
whi*ru  it  i»  extermive,  it  is  likewise  desirable  to  stimulate 
the  kidneys  to  increHsed  Hctiviiy,  to  relieve  the  skin  of  iti» 
work, — U}  give  it  reat.  Dr,  Fux  uses  a  diuretic  nnxtnre 
composed  of  half  a  drachm  each  of  acetate  and  bicarbonate 
of  potasHinm,  one  drachm  of  spirit  of  juniper,  and  one 
onnce  of  infnsiun  of  cuhimba,  (or  euch  dose,  three  times 
daily*  Tlie  nkin  h  soothed  by  oily  innnction?,  and  per- 
chloride  of  iron  is  administered  internally  to  act  a8  an 
astringent  to  the  weakened  cutaneons  vessels. —  TTie 
Lanctt,  February  28, 1874. — Sledical  Times* 


Sciatica  PaoMPfLY  Cured  by  Cboton  Chloral  Hy- 
drate.— Dr.  R.  W.  Falconer,  of  Bath,  relates  the  follow- 
ing case  :  '*A  lady,  tet.  50,  of  rheumatic  diatheniH,  was  sud- 
denly seixod  with  nciatica*  Tlie  pain  was  most  severe. 
Two  grains  of  crotou  chloral  hydrate,  with  enough  ex- 
tractum  authernidis  to  make  a  pill,  were  given.  Half  an 
hour  after  talking  the  pill»  the  pain  had  ceased  ;  there  was  a 
very  slight  return  afterwards.  With  the  beneficial  effect 
of  tlie  croton  chloral  hydrate,  tliero  was  *some  confusion  of 
head,  and  near  objtictH  appear  distant.'  She  had  no  pain 
tlie  following  day  until  the  evening  ;  then  a  sharp  attack 
OGCtirred,  Half  a  pill  was  given  at  once,  and  in  twenty- 
five  minutes  the  pain  was  gone.  She  had  'slight  confusion 
of  head;  no  alteration  of  vision.'  There  has  been  no  re- 
currence of  sciatica  since.  The  first  attack  occurred 
fourteen  days  ago.'^  —  Britwh  Medical  Journal^  Februarr 
28, 1874.     ' 


The  Indian  Cinchopta  Bark* — At  a  late  sale  in  London, 
part  of  a  lot  of  moss  crowned  bark  (Cinchona  officinallis) 
the  product  of  the  (dautations  of  the  Neiigherry  Hills,  a 
range  of  muuntaiuB  near  the  western  coast  of  India,  where 
the  cinchona* tree  has  been  for  several  years  nnder  cultiva- 
tion, brought  the  groat  price  of  5s.  9d.  per  pound.  This 
ia  about  IL40,  gold  rate.  The  whole  amount  disposed  of 
on  the  occasion  referred  to  was  23,646  pounds,  at  an  aver- 
age price  of  about  seventy  cents. 


Retro-Uterine  Hematocele  niid  Its  Treatment.      369 


Retro-Uterine  Hematocele  and  its  Treatment. 


Ill  a  short  space  of  time  four  women  aflSicted  with  retro- 
uterine hematocele  have  been  observed  in  tlie  service  of 
Dr*  Siredey  at  the  Lariboisiere  Hospital. 

EtTusioa  of  blood  in  the  retro-uterine  cul-de-sac  of  the 
peritoneum  is  a  stjuiewbat  rare  disease  aud  often  difficult 
to  differentiate  from  pelvi-peritonitis  ;  it  is  not,  therefore, 
useleBS  to  insist  on  some  very  important  poiiits  in  diagnosis. 
Ordinarily  the  patients  do  not  present  themselves  at  the 
hospital  until  some  days  after  the  bej^inning  of  the  acci- 
dent ;  tlierefore  tlie  symptoms  of  peritonitis  predominate. 
Here,  as  in  pelvi-neritonitis,  we  find  with  the  normal 
distensiotj  of  the  belly,  fever,  and  great  sensibility  in  the 
sub-umbilical  region. 

Abdominal  palpation  and  vaginal  and  rectal  examination 
t^how  the  presence  of  a  tumor.  Constipation  and  difficulty 
of  micturition  exist,  and  sometimej*  even  retention  of 
urine.  None  oi'  these  signs  permit  of  the  diflTerentiation  of 
hematocele  from  pelvi-peritoJiitis  unless  one  makes  a  minute 
inquiry  into  the  antecedents.  One  must  not  forget  that 
in  hematocele,  as  in  pelvi-peritonitis,  the  tumor  which  is 
seated  in  the  pelvic  cavity  is  but  the  second  act  of  the 
evolution  of  the  tiisease,  and  that  it  may  be  eocountered 
witli  nearly  similar  characters. 

In  hem.ttoeele  the  onset  is  sudden  and  occurs  ordinarily 
in  good  ficalth.  All  of  a  sudden  a  sharp  pain  is  felt  in  one 
or  other  hypogastrium,  without  previous  shivering,  and 
without  it  having  been  preceded  by  malaise.  Ahuost  at 
the  same  time  as  the  pain,  a  general  weakness  comes  on, 
with  swooning,  hjkI  it  may  be  thtit  there  is  fainting  in 
grave  cases  ;  one  observes  also  pallor  of  the  face  and  cold- 
ness of  the  extreoiitiea.  These  are  the  symptoms  of  inter- 
nal hemorrhage. 

At  the  onset  of  pelvi-peritofu^tis,  on  the  contrHry,  wo 
have  shivering,  elevation  of  temperature,  in  a  word,  a  feb- 
rile state;  when  this  comes  as  a  complication  of  an  anterior 
itate,  the  patient  h^xs  lately  been  delivered,  or  is  about  to 
[miscarry.  She  presents  the  nharacters  of  acute  or  chronic 
phlegmasia  of  the  genital  organs. 

But  i\A  the  blood  etfused  into  the  peritoneum  provokes 
peritonitis,  the  sym|)toms  resemble  one  another,  and  com- 
monly the  two  diseases  are  confounded. 
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Nevertheless,  tliere  are  diflerentiul  ^igiis  of  a  certain 
value  which,  conjoined  witli  comraemoratives,  permit  us  to 
nrrive  at  a  dingnosi^* 

III  heinutncele  the  tiiiiior  is  noft  and  fluctiiathif^  at  first, 
and  gradually  hecornes  harder ;  above  a!h  it  develops 
potiteriorly. 

In  pelvi-peritonitia  it  is  harder  at  first,  noftens  subse- 
quently, and,  above  idly  develops  at  the  sides,  particularly 
of  the  left,  of  the  uterus* 

The  tumor  of  hematocele  U  much  more  voluiijiiious, 
pushing  and  raising  the  uterus,  the  neck  lying  behind  the 
pubis.  In  pelvi-peritonitiB  the  tumut,  leKs  voluminous, 
does  not  dis[dace  the  uterus,  hut  surrounds  and  fixes  it  in 
its  ordinary  situation. 

Owing  to  the  considerable  displacement  of  the  uterus, 
tliL*  urethra  takes  a  vertical  direction,  so  tliat  it  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  practise  catheter  ism.  The  bladder  and  rectum 
are  sobjected  to  very  marked  compression.  Lastly,  when 
the  resolution  of  tlie  sanguineous  tumor  is  effected,  it  takes 
place  much  the  most  rapidly* 

These  different  signs  could  bo  appreciated  in  all  four 
patients*  In  two  of  them  the  disease  terminated  by  evacu- 
ation of  the  sanguineous  pouches.  In  these  two  cases  the 
evacuation  was  preceded  hy  recti tis.  In  one  case  in  par- 
ticular the  violent  |>ains,  the  tenesmus  and  flow  of  mucus, 
showed  pretty  plainly  the  opening  of  the  collection  into 
the  rectum.  In  the  second  patient,  after  the  opening  of 
tlie  collection  into  the  rectum,  a  rectal  fistula  was  estab- 
lished, whence  pus  flowed  in  an  intermittent  manner ; 
the  general  state  became  bad,  the  patient  lost  appetite, 
was  taken  with  diarrhrea  and  daily  fever*  She  was 
sent  into  the  country,  where  she  gained  appetite  and 
strength,  but  she  still  loses  pus  from  time  to  time  and  is 
not  cured*  In  the  other  two  \v<jmen  resolution  was  rajud 
enough,  and  bath  left  the  hospital  in  good  condition. 

As  regards  treatment,  the  advice  of  authors  varies 
greatly.  The  first  indication  is  beyond  dispute  to  arrest 
hemorrhage,  then  to  seek  resolution*  At  first  in  his 
patients  Dr.  Siredey  did  not  prescribe  bleeding  ;  they 
were  so  anemic  that  bleetlings  were  decidedly  contra- 
indicated*  Absolute  rest  and  ice  to  the  abdomen  and 
internally  should  be  administered  as  long  as  a  return  of 
Uemorrbage  is  to  be  feared;  then  tonics,  brandy  and  wine* 
The  functions  of  the  rectum  and  bladder  should  be  watched 
with  care- 
Later  in   the  development  of  inflammatory  accidents  : 
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Neapolitan  belladonna  ointment,  bliBters,  purgatives,  and 
it  may  be  iodide  of  potassium  and  alkalies  as  resolutives. 

Ought  one  to  seek  to  evacuate  the  aajiguineous  Collection 
by  direct  surgical  intervention?  It  was  much  extolled 
some  year-'^  ago,  but  now-a-days  those  who  much  advised 
the  operation  have  returned,  to  their  previous  opinion. 
Dr.  Siredey,  for  bis  part,  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
has  never  seen  that  it  was  necessary,  and  has  found  the 
therapeutic  measures  we  have  indicated  sufficient.  The 
opening  of  a  voluminous  collection  of  blood  is  to  be 
dreaded  for  many  reasons,  though  wlieu  it  does  not  give 
rise  to  accident,  it  may  be  followed  by  a  rapid  and  bril- 
liant ciire,  as  he  has  once  seen  in  the  service  of  Dr.  Guyot, 
at  Saint  Antoine.  A  goodly  number  of  cases  terminate  by 
resolution  ;  it  is  then  useless  to  evacuate  ;  at  other  times, 
when  suppuration  occurs,  one  is  always  master  of  action 
or  expectation.  —  Jonrnal  de  3fedicine  et  cfe  Chirurgiet 
Marcli,  1874 


Intra-Uterine  Medication— A  New  Applicator. 


BY  H.  E.  WOODBURY,  M,  D.,  WASHINGTON  CITY,  D.  C. 


In  the  Medical  Times  of  April  4,  1874,  *'  Subficriher  "  ex- 
presses his  conviction  that  by  Dr.  Goodell^a  method  appli- 
cations cannot  be  made  to  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  After 
a  careful  perusal  nf  Dr.  Goodeira  papers,  I  fully  concur 
with  *' Subscriber"  in  bis  belief  that  before  the  mop 
reaches  the  fnndus  the  fluid  it  contained  will  have  been 
parsed  out  and  taken  up  l>y  the  cervix. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  article  in  the  Medical  Thnes 
(April  26,  1873)t  "A  New  Instnmient  for  treating  Diseases 
of  the  Neck  and  Cavity  of  the  Womb/*  I  have  been  study- 
ing this  sul»ject  carefully,  with  the  view  to  construct  an 
instrument  by  means  of  which  applications  may  be  made 
to  the  uterine  cavity^  tlioroughly,  efTectually,  and  to  which 
the  objections  entertained  by  many  as  to  intra-uterine  in- 
jections may  not  apply. 

While  my  experience  with  the  uterine  injector  referred 
to  above  has  oeen  extremely  satisfactory,  I  have  been 
Bnxiou8|  if  possible,  to  improve  upon  that  method,  and 
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now  present  to  your  readers,  and  to  **  Subscribe?*/'  a  safe 
and  sure  instrument  for  the  accomplishment  of  tlie  desired 
end. 

My  instrnment,  the  applicMtor,  very  much  resemliles  the 
injector  in  shape,  so  far  as  the  glass  tube  is  concerned,  tlie 
only  diflereiice  consisting  in  thiy,  that  in  the  applicaUir 
the  openings  of  both  terminal  extremities  are  of  the  same 
diameter,  while  in  the  injector  one  of  these  is  capillary. 
The  edges  of  thei^e  openings  ore  well  rounded  by  hent. 

Through  this  tube  I  pass  a  piece  of  steel  wire  about  two 
inches  longer  than  the  tube,  the  temper  being  moved  from 
the  last  two  inclies  of  this,  so  as  to  permit  of  its  being  bent 
to  any  desired  curve. 

The  inHtrumeat  is  used  as  follows.  We  first  moisten  the 
end  of  the  wire,  and  wrap  closely  around  it  just  enough  of 
cotton  to  admit  of  its  being  drawn  back  into  the  tube  with- 
out ditliculty.  The  cotton  is  then  dipped  into'  fuming 
nitric  acid,  tinct.  iodine,  strong  solution  of  carbonic  acid, 
or  any  other  fluirl  we  may  select,  and  w^ithdrawn  into  the 
tube.  The  end  of  the  tube  is  well  wiped,  and  through  the 
speculum  introduced  into  the  womb,  dilatation  of  the 
ostium  interuurn  being  sometimes  necessary,  in  order  that 
the  tube  may  be  passed.  When  the  tube  has  entered  tia 
far  as  is  necessary,  we  gently  push  the  mop  into  the 
cavity.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  our  remedial  agent  is 
entirely  under  our  control,  and  the  cotton  is  not  '^squeezed 
dry'^  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  nmcous  surface  of  the 
cervix,  as  in  Dr.  GooJelFs  method. 

If  deemed  desirable,  a  few  drops  of  the  fluid  may  be 
drawn  into  tlie  tube,  if  we  wrap  enough  of  cotton  on  the 
end  of  the  wire  to  make  it  act  as  a  piston.  This  will  flow 
out  slowly,  guttatim,  when  the  wire  is  poshed  in,  and  not 
with  the  force  of  an  injection. 

I  have  used  the  appiicntor  in  several  cases,  with  entire 
success.  No  unusual  irritation  has  attended  its  use.  The 
introduction  of  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver,  as  recommended 
by  Goodell  and  others,  into  the  uterine  cavity,  is  often 
attended  with  unpleasant  results.  The  chemically-pure 
nitric  acid  applied  by  my  method  seldom  occasions  any 
other  sensation  on  the  pari  of  the  patient  than  a  feeling  of 
warmth  in  the  organ,  and  the  promptness  with  which  the 
sj'raptoms  yield  to  this  mode  of  treatment  is  in  the  highest 
degree  satisfactory,  I  feel  confident  that  in  this  instru- 
ment the  desideratum  has  been  attained,  and  that  the 
pri>fession,  after  a  fair  trial,  will  give  it  their  unquali6ed 
approval. — Medical  Times, 
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It  has  been  stated  tljat  in  some  caees  in  which  doubt  ex- 
isted as  to  the  life  or  dealli  of  the  foetus,  assistance  was 
reodered  by  the  use  of  t)*e  thermometer,  and  lately  the 
assertion  has  been  made  tlmt  the  scale  of  the  therniometer 
would  reveal  the  existence  of  pregnancy  even  in  the 
earlier  months.  The  two  suppositions  which  follow  give 
the  basis  of  this  statement  ;  1,  that  the  temperature  of  the 
fcetus  is  higher  thnii  that  of  the  mother  ;  and  2,  that  the 
tempcrHturc  of  the  pregnant  uterus  is  higher  than  that  of 
the  vagina,  this  differeuce  being  due  to  an  iocrement  of 
hent  produced  and  furnished  by  the  foetus.  Schroder 
fuinrd  a  difference  of  o,156^  Centi^^rade  between  the  tem- 
perature of  the  pregnant  uterus  and  the  vagina,  while  in 
similar  observations  of  Winkel  a  variation  ol  o,13^  to 
0.16**  Centigrade  Avas  observed. 

If  the  ]Vj3tus  dies  in  the  uterus,  nut  only  is  its  influence 
as  a  source  of  heat  done  away  with,  but  heat  from  the 
uterus  is  absorbed  by  the  dead  mass  within.  Schroder 
further  noticed  that  in  pregnant  women  the  temperature 
of  the  uterus  exceeded  that  of  the  axilla  by  o.29^  Centi- 
grarle  and  in  women  in  labor  the  diflerence  amounted  to 
o.  38°  Centigrade;  in  the  case  of  one  woman  in  labor  whose 
child  had  died  seventeen  hours  previously,  there  was  a  dif- 
ference of  but  0,02^  Centigrade  ia  tem])erature  in  hivor  of 
the  uterus-  From  these  results,  when  there  was  but  a 
slight  or  no  diflerence  of  temperature  between  the  axilla 
and  uterus,  it  would  be  inferred  that  the  death  of  the 
fcetus  had  occurred,  Schlesinger  by  his  investigations 
had  been  led  to  quite  different  coochisions.  Ho  began  his 
Btudiew  with  the  conviction  that  no  conclusions  could  be 
drawn  Irom  the  higber  temperature  of  the  uterus  until  it 
was  established  that  it  was  due  to  pregnancy.  And  he  en- 
deavored to  ascertain  the  variations  in  temperature  be- 
tween different  parts  of  the  body  in  women  who  were  not 
pregnant.  In  ascertaining  the  temperature  ot  the  uterus, 
therniumeters  were  used  which  conformed  in  shape  to  the 
curve  of  the  pelvis,  and,  to  avoid  accidents  from  oreaking, 
the  instruments  were  enclosed  in  a  silver  sheath  perforated 
with  many  holes.  Prom  his  numerous  observations  Schle- 
singer concludes  that  the  temperature  of  the  non-pregnant 
uterus  is  on  the  average  0*  19*^  Centigrade  higher  than 
that  of  the  vagiuHi  a  difference  corresponding  very  closely 
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with  that  given  by  Schroder  and  Winkel  as  existing  iu 
pref^nancj. 

These  refiiilta  agree  fairly  with  the  ideas  which  prevail 
at  present  in  regard  to  the  production  of  heat  hi  tne  ani- 
mal economy.  A  muscle  such  as  the  nterns  could  not  be 
inactive  in  this  respect.  It  mnst  also  be  remembered  that 
organs  which  are  supposed  to  be  sources  of  heat  are  active 
in  this  respect  prbportionally  to  their  size  and  labor. 
Theoretically  therefore  the  nterns  wlien  jictively  engaged 
in  expelling  the  fcetus  should  show  a  higher  temperature 
than  the  same  organ  when  at  rest  and  quietly  cont^iining 
the  product  of  conception. 

Schlesiijger  does  not  wish  to  be  regarded  as  asserting; 
the  contrary,  but  only  that  these  diflerences  of  tempera- 
ture cannot  be  used  in  making  the  diiignosis  of  pregnancy 
or  of  the  life  or  deatli  of  the  fietns,  since  they  exist  as 
well  in  the  noo-pregnant  woman. —  JVicner  Medical  Prease, 


On  the  Propriety  of  Admiaistering  Iron  during  Preg- 
nancy as  a  Preventive  of  Post-partum  Hemorrhage. 


BY  DR.  BASSETT,  OF  BIRMINGHAM. 


Regarding  pregnancy  as  nature's  highest  physiological 
work,  and  one  that  ought  to  go  on  without  trespassing  on 
the  domain  of  oathology,  he  had  been  led  to  observe  that 
those  who  lian  severe  floodings  during  labor  were  uni- 
formly out  of  health,  weak,  dyspeptic,  nervous,  listless, 
and  evincing  an  aversion  to  animal  food.  The  tone  of  the 
muscular  system  was  impaired,  and  the  blood  hi  a  watery 
condition,  leading  to  irregular  or  feeble  contraction  of  the 
uterus  and  hemorrhage  as  a  consequence.  Iron  in  these 
cases  had  proved,  in  his  experience^  of  great  service  in 
preventing  post-partum  hemorrhage,  combined  with  pot- 
ash where  the  urine  was  defective,  or  witli  soda  if  the  liver 
seemed  to  be  sluggish  and  the  skin  sallow,  or  with  hydro- 
chloric acid  if  the  digestion  was  weak. 

Dr.  Barnes  asked  if  any  of  the  Fellows  had  ever  seen 
any  reason  to  suppose  that  premature  delivery  had  been 
caused  by  the  administration  of  iron  ?  He  thought  we  had 
not  sufficiently  ascertained  the  changes  and  diminution  of 
vital  force  induced  by  pregnancy :  a  series  of  changes  of 
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a  most  UQportaiit  kind  occurred,  and  if  we  only  underytuud 
these  we  niiglxt  preserve  our  patients  from  the  coiistr- 
quences.  As  a  rule,  pregnant  women  did  not  phin^  them- 
selves under  treatment.  He  nlluded  to  an  instance  where 
a  pupil  of  hia  Imd  given  iron  to  a  pregnant  woman,  who 
WHS  10  consequence  accused  of  intending  to  produce  abor- 
tion. Dr,  Barnes  himself  Lad  given  it  in  dozens  of  cases» 
and  had  never  witnessed  any  ill  con&equences,  or  instancL^s 
in  wliicli  abortion  couh.l  be  traced  to  its  admin  ist  rat  ion. 
He  thought  iron  might  safely  be  given  where  anemia  was 
present  during  pregnancy  to  improve  the^patient^s  condi- 
tion, and  lessen  the  risk  of  hemorrhage  during  parturition, — 
Obstetrleal  JonrnaL 


Pruritus  VAGiN*€;--^The  London  Medical  Becord  men- 
tions that  Dr.  H.  Cleraena  treatJi  tin's  obstinate  affection 
by  means  of  frrooved  metal  bougies  smeared  with  an  oint- 
ment containing  Ijorax  and  lard  in  the  proportions  of  one 
to  three.  Should  he  not  succeed  by  this  means,  he  uses 
the  induced  current  of  electricity,  by  passing  a  leaden 
bougie,  smeared  with  the  above  preparation,  into  the  blad- 
der, to  which  he  attaches  one  pole,  while  the  other  pole  is 
applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  ;  a  gentle  current  of 
inaacted  electricity  is  transmitted  fur  about  ten  minutes  at 
a  time.  In  pruritus  vagime  he  passes  one  pole,  with  a 
sponge  at  the  end,  up  the  vagina,  smeared  with  borax. 
He  states  that  by  this  means  he  has  cured  the  most  invet- 
erate  cases  in  old  women. — Medical  and  Stirgical  Reporter. 


©jjlitlialmalagij  antl  0ttjlog:i|. 

Treatment  of  Otorrhcea. 


M,  Meniere,  in  the  Journal  de  Medecinc,  translated  in 
^he  Practitioner,  saj's  that  : — lu  all  cases  of  otorrhcea 
_^reat  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  constitution,  so  that 
scrofula,  syphib's,  or  other  constitutional  diseases  should 
be  treated  by  appropriate  general  measures.  In  this  lies 
an  essential  element  of  success  in  all  instances.  Systematic 
injections  play  an  important  part ;  they  cannot  do  Larm, 
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aad  they  are  almost  ceriiiiiily  pruductivt*  yf  immense  ad- 
vantages. Cleanliness  is  a  CHpituI  point  in  the  treatment 
of  otorrlioea,  and  nothing  is  better  tor  this  purpose  than 
pure  warm  water  injected  (rom  the  ordinary  syringe  with 
moderate  forces  the  nozzle  being  placed  fairly  within  the 
iiieaiUM.  The  caontchouc  pears  may  be  used,  but  the 
stream  they  give  is  less  continuous  and  strong  than  that 
iVoai  a  syrin^t'*  In  tlie  early  stage,  and  when  the  otorrhoBa 
is  accompanied  by  sharp  pain,  the  treatment  is  but  little 
different.  A  good  injection  is  composed  of  warm  decoction 
of  marsh  mallow,  in  which  one  or  two  poppy  heads  have 
been  boiled;  this  may  also  be  [>oured  into  the  affected  ear, 
the  patient  resting  his  head  on  the  sonnd  side.  A  leech  or 
tWLi  may  also  bo  a[^pliod  behind  the  ear.  the  second  being 
allowed  to  attach  itself  to  \\i^  same  point  seized  by  the 
first.  The  whole  ear  may  be  covered  with  a  poultice  of 
Unseed  meal  on  which  a  little  laudanum  has  been  fiprinkled. 
M,  Giampictre  recommends  as  a  topical  application  the  in- 
stillation into  the  meatus  of  two  or  three  drops  of  a  liquid 
containing  one  sixth  of  a  grain  of  aconitia  in  one  ounce  of 
distilled  water*  M.  M^^niere  rejects  tlie  instillati(»ii  of 
laudauunii  other,  or  chloroform.  He  objects  also  to  the 
instillation  of  oil  of  almonds,  and  similar  fluids^  so  commonly 
employed  ;  he  thinks  they  often  serve  to  aggravate  the 
original  evil.  Where  the  pain  is  very  intense  he  adopts 
the  plan  of  subcutaneous  injections  of  morphia,  etc. 
Otorrhoea  uf  old  standi ag  is  more  frecpiently  complained  of 
by  patients  than  acute  attacks  ;  and  in  their  treatment 
warm  injections  are  ulwa^^s  indicated.  The  fluid  injected 
may  be  either  pure  water  or  a  very  weak  solution  of  alum^ 
one  to  five  grains  in  two  ounces.  Solutions  of  sulphate  of 
zinc  and  acetate  of  lead  may  also  be  used  of  the  same 
strength.  No  other  treatment  will  effect  improvement,  if 
injections,  which  remove  pus  and  the  secretions  ot  the 
meatus,  are  neglected,  A  little  piece  of  wool  dipped  in  a 
weak  solution  ot  carbolic  acid  may  be  placed  in  the  orifice 
of  the  meatus  after  each  injection  ;  a  little  weak  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver  may  be  employed  in  the  same  way^  and 
may  alsc*  be  injected  once  u  day,  the  ear  having  been  first 
thoroughly  cleansed  by  the  injection  of  warm  water,  and 
dried  by  the  subsequent  introduction  of  a  little  warm  dry 
wool.  Neither  of  these  topical  applications,  and  especially 
of  carbolized  glycerine,  is  painful  or  harsh,  as  they  simply 
cause  a  tickling  sensation  in  the  ear,  and  the  secreting 
Burface  is  thus  modified  without  harm*  M.  M<5niere 
frequently  uses  the  following  lotion,  the  ear  having  beeo 
previously  injected  with  water  and  dried  : 


Spoiitnneong  Myosin. 
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Water,  200  parts. 

Glycerine,  100  parts. 

Solpliate  of  zinc,  5  to  6  parts. 
Another  lotion,  which  may  be  used  even  when  there  is 
great  vjiscuUrity  at  tho  bottom  of  the  tympanum,  is  : 

Acetate  of  lead,  5  to  15  parts. 

Water,  300  parts. 
In  both  i^a^es  a  few  drops  may  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  ear  for  eight  or  ten  minutes.  By  the  use  of  these 
means  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  every  case  of  otorrhoea 
will  be  cured,  but  at  all  events  the  disease  will  be  pre- 
vented from  getting  indefinitely  worse,  and  the  patient 
placed  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  for  special 
iVQiiimQut,^  The  Medical  an^  Sunfical  Reporter, 


Spontaneous  Myosis, 


Dr.  Galezowski,  in  one  of  his  lectures,  describes  an  ob- 
scure aflfection  of  the  eye  which  he  terms  spontaneous 
myot*is  or  pertuiuierit  contraction  of  the  pupiL  Thia 
atVection,  he  said,  is  rarely  met  with  in  a  separate  or  dis- 
tinct form  ;  it  is  more  frequently  accompanied  with  tonic 
spasm  of  the  accommodator  muscle  of  the  eye,  and  with 
certain  disturbances  in  the  function  of  vision. 

These  spasmodic  contractions  may  be  produced  by 
bypodermic  injeetiuns  of  morphia,  as  shown  oy  Graefe.  or 
by  instilling  into  the  eye  a  solution  of  eperine  (the  alkaloid 
of  the  Calabar  bean)  ;  but,  according  to  Dr,  Galezowski's 
experience,  opium  or  m'>rphia  will  not  produce  myosis  un- 
less the  quantity  introduced  into  the  circulatory  sydtem  be 
comparatively  large.  He  has  obi^erved  that  when  opium 
is  administered  internally  in  ordinary  doses,  it  has  no 
eflect  on  the  pupil  ;  whereas,  the  hypodermic  injections  of 
morphia  produced  a  marked  effect,  and  the  myosis  lasts  a 
certain  time,  extending  even  beyond  several  mouths.  In 
these  cases  the  functi<mal  disorder  of  the  eye  is  due  not  to 
myopia,  but  to  the  spasmodic  contractions  of  tlte  accommo- 
dator  muscle*  which  prevents  the  eye  being  fixed  on  small 
objects;  hence  the  fatigue  and  ilisturbance  of  vision. 

A  second  variety  of  myosis  is  that  which  depends  upon 
the  nervous  affection  called  hysteria,  Tliis  form  comes  on 
suddenly,  and  may  be  produced  by  the  slightest  mental 
emotiou.  It  is  observed  in  nervous  subjects,  simultaneously 
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with  other  symptoms  of  fiervous  disease,  whether  of  a 
panilyiic  or  spasmodic  character. 

There  is  still  uuotlier  variety  ot  myosig,  and  particularly 
that  which  is  ob&ervcd  in  locomotor  ataxy.  This  is  the 
eymptomatic  myosis  of  spinal  aflections.  It  is  met  with  at 
a  late  [)eriod  of  tijese  aflections,  with  or  without  sinv  lesion 
of  the  optic  nervr,  nnd  is  the  direct  coo se (pie nee  of  alter- 
ation uf  the  posterior  portions  of  the  npinal  marrow,  which 
become  rletached  from  the  cilio-spinal  region,  ant!  which, 
accordirjg  to  BuJge  and  Claude  Bernard,  are  situated  on  a 
level  with  the  two  last  cervical  vertebra)  and  the  two  first 
dorsal.  The  myosis  of  ataxics  exists  ordinarily  in  both 
eyes  ;  but  it  may  first  nppear  in  one  eye,  and  only  attack 
the  other  after  several  mouths  or  even  years.  Atrophy  of 
the  papilla  (etitiaiice  of  the  optic  nerve)  in  ataxic  subjects, 
is  frequeutly  folhnved,  after  some  time,  by  well*marked 
myosis  which  never  disappears  ;  but  wljieh,  on  the  con- 
trary, ^uea  on  increasing,  according  a8  the  general  affection 
(locomotor  ataxy)  |>rogresses.  According  to  Professor  S^e, 
myosin  in  ataxic  subjects  may  exist  without  atrophy  of  the 
papilla. 

These  different  varieties  of  myosia  were  illustrated  by 
cases,  and  Dr,  Galezowski  concluded  by  remarking  that 
as  the  causes  of  this  atfeetion  are  varioos,  the  treatment 
must  necessarily  be  directed  against  these  causes.  Thus,  in 
toxic  myosis  (the  first  variety  referred  to)  he  has  employed 
with  advantage  instillations  of  a  weak  solution  of  atropia 
into  the  eye,  with  belladonna  pills  and  ferruginous  prepara- 
tions intornally-  In  the  hysterical  form,  he  recommends 
Barege  baths,  blisters  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  ami  along 
the  spine,  instillations  of  atropia  into  the  eye,  tonics,  gen- 
erous diet,  absolute  rest  of  the  eyes,  and  moderate  bodily 
exercise. — Irish  Hospital  OazcUe,  April  1st,  1874, 


Bromide  of  Potassium  as  a  Prophylactic  to  Mehgurial 
Ptyalism. — Dr.  M.  E.  Dozier  says,  in  the  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica,  that  experience  with  the  Bromide  of 
Potassium  has  induced  him  to  abandon  the  chlorate  of 
potash  almost  entirely,  as  the  Bromide  answers  the  purpose 
most  satisfactorily.  The  latter  not  only  relieves  the  irri^ 
tating  effects  upon  the  mucous  surfaces,  but,  in  addition^ 
induces  soothing  and  quieting  etfects,  which,  certainly,  are 
moch  to  be  denired.^ — Tfw  Medical  ami  Surgical  Seporfer. 


Sex  in  Education. 
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Sex  in  Education. 


Of  all  questiuiis  affecting  the  ititerests  of  the  masset^, 
none  is  of  so  much  importance  or  attracting  ao  much 
attention  at  the  present  time,  from  m  hygienic  Btandpoint, 
as  a  prcper  adaptation  of  education  to  sex. 

In  the  strong  tide  of  puhlic  opinion  which  is  setting 
towards  onr  universities  and  governing  their  curricula,  w© 
are  losing  sight  of  the  great  phyai*>lQgicAl  laws  upon  which 
health,  life  and  perpetuity  depend. 

The  cry  of  a  class  of  women  who  have  fiiiled  through  vari- 
ous causes  to  perform  those  peculiar  duties  and  tunctions 
which  are  heri?;  for  the  coeducation  of  the  sexes,  i8  exert- 
ing too  raucli  attention,  and  through  an  innate  desire  to 
encourage  progression,  those  who  have  the  guariliuuship  of 
our  youth  are  being  led  astray,  and  will  ere  long  fall  head- 
long  into  the  ahyss  of  error,  so  deep  as  to  require  many 
years  to  extricate  them,  and  to  correct  an  evil  that  will 
certainly  accrue  to  our  educational  system. 

There  is  too  much  eagerness  manifested  to  push  our 
girls  forward  and  have  them  attain  to  the  rank  intellect* 
ually  of  men.  We  show  too  much  anxiety  in  this  direction 
and  an  utter  disregard  of  the  anatomical  and  physiological 
facts  which  indicate  that  she  was  never  designed  by 
nature  to  be  man^s  peer  in  this  direction  ;  indeed,  there  is 
too  much  desire  to  make  her  the  competitor  instead  of 
the  companion  of  man.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  she 
has  from  six  to  eight  ounces  less  brain  matter,  and  that  in 
order  to  compensate  for  this  deficiency  of  nature,  we  are 
pushing  her  as  a  hot-house  plant  is  pushed  in  its  develop- 
ment, at  the  coat  of  her  physical  strength^  and  consequently 
the  great  physiological  laws  which  are  peculiarly  hers. 

We  admit  that  there  are  in  every  community  Amazons 
wlio  in  their  general  physical  development  seem  to  ap- 
proach more  closely  the  man  than  the  woman.  These 
may  have  their  brains  crammed  and  cultivated  in  every 
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direction  with  impunity  and  without  reference  to  the 
ph^'siological  law«  which  belong  to  her  sex  ;  but  by  what 
right  do  we  conclude  that  they  should  be  uiken  as  ex- 
amples, and  that  the  educators  of  the  land  shall  be  governed 
by  their  knowledge  obtained  through  observation  of  such 
women  ? 

But  there  is  another  view  from  which  to  consider  this 
question  :  the  moral  influence  of  co-education. 

What  mu8tj  aye,  what  is  the  influence  upon  the  Bexual 
system  of  constant  —  or  inordinate — excitement,  at  the 
period  during  which  our  girls  and  boys  are  receiving 
instruction;  if  not  absolutely  bad,  morally  considered,  we 
insist  that  it  is  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  girl.  The 
uterine  Bystem  is  kept  in  a  sti'ite  of  engorgement  which 
sooner  or  later  will  result  in  disease  of  the  organs  involved. 

We  admit  that  if  it  was  possible  to  keep  our  giria  and 
boys  always  children,  or  rather  if  we  could  educate  them 
thoroughly  before  that  period  at  which  nature  develupes 
the  peculiarities  of  each  sex,  then  there  would  be  some 
support  for  the  attempts  beiog  made  to  co-educate  ;  but, 
unfortunately  this  is  impossible.  The  brain  of  neither  is 
sufficiently  developed  to  enable  it  to  receive  the  higher 
education  before  the  period  of  development  of  every 
other  organ;  hence  the  uterus,  ovaries,  etc.,  etc.,  are 
developed  co-ordinately  witli  the  brain;  and  if  the  proper 
establishment  of  their  function  be  interfered  with,  as  in 
crowding  the  brain,  thus  abstracting  nerve  force  from  the 
sexual  organs,  of  necessity  disease  in  the  inevitable  result, 
and  the  fresh,  blooming  and  promising  young  girl  is- 
blighted  at  the  very  threshold  of  womanhood. 

What  is  to  be  the  eflect  of  these  facts  upon  coming  gen- 
erations ?  Ye  who  are  urging  our  universities  to  co-educate, 
consider  well  this  question;  take  it  to  heart;  ponder  upon 
it,  and  we  venture  the  opinion  that  if  you  be  earnest  and 
honest,  the  answer  will  be  :  we  are  wrong! 


J 


Be  not  overcome  of  evil^ 
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Our  Universal  Operating  Table, 


We  fiiriiish  in  this  montirs  issue  of  the  Lancet  a  well- 
executed  photograph  of  a  table  invented  by  us  some  years 
since,  and  which  experience  has  proven  to  be  the  beat 
that  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  examine.  Not  only  is  it 
adapted  to  every  operation  in  surgery  or  gynaecology,  but 
its  eimplicit}"  of  construction  and  perfection  of  mechaDism 
renders  it  inexpensive,  aud  coramends  it  to  all- 

The  **  American  Medical  Association/' which  convened 
here  some  three  years  since,  expressed  almost  unanimously, 
its  approbation  of  it,  whether  for  use  in  the  office  or 
lecture-room. 

It  consists  of  an  ordioary  table  frame,  the  top  of  which 
— or  lid — is  madt^  up  of  &ve  sections,  an  idea  of  which  may 
be  obtai!ied  from  the  diagram  btslow  : 


eCL 


10  in. 

10  In. 

Uia. 

a  ft,  e  in. 

Sin. 

The  top  can  be  covered  with  a  thin  movable  cushion, 
say  an  inch  in  thickness,  which  will  not  interfere  with  its 
various  movements  or  positions,  and  will  make  it  quite 
sightly  for  office  use.  In  the  amphitheatre  it  may  be  placed 
on  an  iron  rod,  fixed  to  the  floor  and  passing  through  a 
cross-beam  between  the  side^rails  of  the  frame  ;  thus,  with 
castors  on  the  legs,  it  furnishes  a  much  better  revolving 
table  than  any  we  have  seen,  inasmuch  that  the  four  legs 
render  the  table  more  steady  for  operations  than  a  mere 
central  pedestal  possibly  could. 

The  first  position  shown  in  the  photograph  with  the 
first  segment  of  the  top  raised,  adapts  it  to  tht>  use  of 
gynecologists  for  uterine  examinations.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  two  stirrups,  attached  to  the  top  of  the  lege,  aflbrd 
rests  for  the  feet.     These  stirrups  move  on  a  pivot,  which 
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enables  them  to  be  turned  in  under  the  Hd,  when  not 
required  for  use. 

Wiieu  the  top  of  the  table  is  flat  or  straight,  the 
stirrups  may  be  used  for  fixing  the  feet  in  the  operation  of 
lithotomy,  or  any  other  operation  about  the  perinasum  of 
lower  extremitieQ.  For  amputations  the  table  may  be  used 
as  any  other,  being  of  proper  height. 

The  second  poeitiou  of  the  table,  ae  shown  in  the  photo- 
graph, is  useful  in  operations  about  the  rectum,  fistula, 
haemorrhoids,  etc.,  and,  indeed^  in  some  operations  upon 
the  vagina* 

The  third  position^  aa  seen  in  the  illustrations,  is  con- 
venient for  operations,  at  the  shoulder-joint,  such  as  ampu- 
tation ;  also,  for  all  proceedings  about  the  thorax.  Whilst 
the  fourth  position  is  excellent  for  operations  upon  the 
larynx,  head,  etc,  etc. 

The  first  segment  is  worked  by  means  of  a  spring 
fastened  to  tlie  end  rail  of  tlie  table,  and  provided  with  a 
button*pull,  which  will  be  noticed  ;  said  spring  acting  on 
a  steel  rack,  describing  a  segment  of  a  circle,  and  screwed 
to  the  segment  of  the  Hd  alluded  to» 

The  other  movements,  or  rather  positions,  are  effected 
by  means  of  two  bolts  between  the  third  and  fourth  sections, 
beginning  at  the  foot,  which  either  stiffen  the  joint,  or 
allows  the  hinges  to  act,  and  one  bolt  between  the  fourth, 
or  greatest  section,  and  the  fifth,  or  last,  at  the  head  of  the 
table,  which  either  stiffens  that  joint  or  permits  this  section 
to  fall  partly  back,  so  as  to  place  the  anterior  part  of  the 
throat  on  the  stretch,  etc. 

The  fourth,  or  largest  section,  together  with  the  fifth,  is 
kept  raised  by  means  of  two  arms  (wooden)  at  its  back, 
which  play  in  a  rack  of  wood  screwed  along  the  inside  of 
the  side  rails  of  the  frame. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  only  segment  of  the  lid  that 
is  permanent  is  the  second  section,  which  is  screwed  to  the 
side  rails  of  the  table. 

This  is  the  w^hole  contrivance — simple,  universally  use- 
ful and  inexpensive.     With  this  description  we  give  it  to 


Lactopeptine  m  the  name  given  to  a  preparation  manu- 
factured by  Reed  &  Carnick,  of  New  York.  It  purports 
to  be  a  combination  of  pepsin,  ptyalin,  pancreatine^  lactic 
acid  and  liydro-chloric  acid. 

From  this  catalogue  of  components,  we  ought  to  expect 
the  Lactopeptine  to  accomplish  wonders.  Sorely  it  must 
be  concentrated  and  solidified  gastric  juice  ;  and  since  the 
agents  give  instructions  as  to  the  means  of  testing  its 
digestive  power,  as  follows — to  two  fluid  ounces  of  water 
add  one  drachm  of  Lactopeptine,  half  a  drachm  of  hydro- 
chloric or  lactic  acid,  fifteen  drachms  of  cooked  food 
(reduced  to  a  pulpy  consistence),  allowing  it  to  remain  from 
four  to  twelve  hours,  occasionally  agitated  and  heated  to  a 
temperature  of  105® — we  think  it  should  be  fairly  tried  by 
the  profession.  As  a  rule»  we  do  not  advocate  remedies 
presented  in  this  guise  ;  but  so  much  is  claimed  for  it  and 
its  composition  seems  to  be  so  excellent  and  well  adapted 
to  the  treatment  of  the  affection  for  which  it  is  recom- 
mended, that  we  have  been  and  shall  continue  to  try  it  till 
satisfied  either  that  it  is  what  is  claimed  for  it  or  that  it  is 
worthless. 


Letter  firom  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

We  publish  below  one  of  tnany  letters  which  we  are 
monthly  in  the  receipt  of,  and  which  will  be  as  gratifying 
to  the  friends  of  the  Lancet  as  to  ourselves  : 

Chambersbdbg,  Pa»,  June  22d,  1874. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  valuable  journal  has  been  a  companion 
to  me  for  a  year.     It  reached  me  first  by  chcince,  and  its 
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iateresting  and  instructive  conteotB  hnve  afforded  memttcb 
pleasure.  For  fortjr  ^^ears  or  more  I  have  been  in  receipt 
of  moat  of  our  proiinnent  Northern  and  Eastern  periodicalP, 
and  to  none  have  I  been  more  indebted  for  Bolid  and  in- 
8tnictive  raedical  literature  than  to  the  Western  Lancet. 
In  renewing  my  subscription,  please  accept  mv  best  wishes 
for  your  prosperity,  ana  allow  me  to  express  the  hope  that 
your  new  journal — born  at  the  setting  sun — may  reflect  its 
light  far  over  the  lands  of  the  East,  and  diffutue  knowledge, 
useful  and  pleasing,  vv  bereTer  it  will  do  the  most  good.  I 
hope  tliat  your  subscriptions  may  he  largely  extended  among 
my  professional  brethren  of  the  Atlantic  slope,  and  thpt 
they  may  fully  appreciattj  vour  efforts  in  favor  of  the  Medi- 
cal Journal  of  the  Pacific  slope. 

Very  truly  yours, 

B.'  H.  Sensenry- 
To  E.  Beverly  Cole,  M.D. 


Our  arduous  labors  for  several  years  past  in  teachiuL^, 
writing,  and  the  active  practice  of  our  profession,  necessi- 
tatea  relaxation  or  rest ;  but  as  it  is  impossible  to  secure 
this  without  withdrawing  from  tlie  field  entirely,  we  have 
determined  upon  an  European  tour.  With  tliis  number 
of  the  liANCET  our  labors,  except  as  a  contributor, 
will  iJCHse  for  several  months.  Meantime  we  are  pleased 
to  present  to  our  readers  the  name  of  Professor  A,  B.  Stout, 
M*D.,  who  will  occupy  our  chair,  and  who,  for  many  year«, 
has  been  a  very  prominent  member  of  the  profession,  and  is 
distinguished  as  a  writer.  A  large  practice,  from  which  to 
draw  material,  and  a  long  experience  in  writing,  will  render 
the  administration  of  Professor  Stout  invaluable,  and,  we 
premise,  will  make  the  Lancet  not  only  more  acceptable  as 
to  its  editorials,  but  more  useful  as  a  journal  of  reference. 

We  shalL  during  our  absence,  contribute  monthly  to  the 
Lancet  a  letter,  which  shall  be  a  mirror  of  what  is  new  in 
the  professional  world  abroad,  or  at  least  contain  such 
new  ideas  as  we  may  be  able  to  glean,  and  as  may  seem  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  presented  to  our  readers. 


School-House  Veutilalion, 
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We  bespeak  for  the  Lancet  iu  our  absence  that  support 
from  tho  profession  in  the  ilirection  of  written  contribu- 
tions as  has  been  hitherto  extended  to  it  whilst  under  our 
direction,  giving  the  assurance  to  our  friends  that  all  mat- 
ters of  interest  thus  contributed  shall  receive  attenlion. 

With  tlie  confidence  above  expresi!4ed  iij  the  ability  uf 
our  associate,  we  commit  the  Lancet  to  his  charge,  thank- 
ing our  patrons  for  the  eiiconragement  we,  during  the  past 
year,  have  been  the  recipients  of,  and  expressing  hope 
that  the  same  may  be  extended  to  our  colleague  in  our 
absence.  It  only  remains  for  us  now  to  say — ^for  the  pres* 
ent,  at  least — adieu  ! 


In  the  next  issue  of  the  Lancet  we  shall  publish,  from 
the  pen  of  Dr»  John  Scott,  of  this  city,  an  account  of  oiie 
of  the  most  extraordinary  cases  of  Ovariotomy  that  has 
ever  occurred  on  this  coast. 


**  School-House  Ventilation. "^ — In  my  estimation*  no 

ventilation  is  good  whicli  requires  the  opening  of  doors 
and  windows  at  any  tirno.  Window  ventilati*m  is  often 
used  in  warm  weather,  but  I  consider  it  undesirable,  be- 
cause it  admits  insects,  dust,  and  fiot  air;  i\  ti.,  air  hotter 
than  might  be  secured  by  properly  nrranged  air-duct^, 
which  may  be  so  contrived  as  to  introduce  comparatively 
cool  air.  But  window  ventilation  certainly  t^houM  never 
be  used  in  cold  weather,  while  the  scholars  are  not  taking 
active  exercise.    It  is  never  necessary  in  good  ventilation. 

Ventilation  shouhi,  as  far  as  possible,  be  automatic,  and 
should  be  beyond  control  of  every  one  except  the  person 
who  has  it  in  cljarge  This  self-acting  ventilation  may  ba 
seemed  by  combining  tlie  ventilation  system  with  the 
warming  apparatus,  so  that  the  active  condition  of  the 
warming  apparatus  shall  Fiecessitate  an  active  ventilation; 
because  we  are  much  more  sensitive  to  a  change  of  tem- 
perature than  we  are  to  the  stupefyinjp:  influence  of  foul 
air-— R-  C.  Kedzie,  M.  D.,  The  Saniiurlanfor  Fdn'uary. 
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Miscellaneous. 


State  Board  of  Health. 


Abstract  from  the  Eeporta  of  Deaths  and  their  Oauaes  in  the  Mowing 
Oities  and  Towns  in  Oalifomm,  April,  1874 
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Remarks — In  i>ar  report  last  month  we  noticed  the  ap- 
pearance of  several  casoa  of  smallpox  at  Knight's  Landing. 
We  are  iiuw  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  only  two  deatht» 
occurred  in  thb  locality,  and  that  the  disease  has  here  en* 
tirely  disappeared  *    Not  so,  however,  in  other  portions  of 
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the  State.  NotwithstHndiug  the  care  and  precautions 
which  have  been  duly  exercised,  numerous  cases  have  been 
reported  to  this  office  from  varices  parti?  of  the  State  as 
well  as  on  the  line  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad.  In  the 
latter  instance  we  are  pleased  to  know  that  a  system  of 
quasi  quarantine  has  been  practiced  by  order  of  the 
Directors,  especially  with  immigrant  trains.  If  any  case 
of  smallpox  is  discovered,  tlie  car  is  switched  off  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  measures  are  imtoediatelj  taken  to  disinfect 
it  before  it  is  allowed  to  progress  on  the  journey.  With 
such  judicious  action  we  can  confidently  predict  that  this 
contagions  malady  will  be  comijletely  stamped  out  long 
before  the  advent  of  the  rainy  season.  Until  then  we 
need  have  no  apprehension  of  the  disease  becoming 
epidemic,  for  our  experience  w*ith  smallpox  in  California 
has  estabHshed  the  important  fact  most  satisfactorily  that 
moisture  is  an  essentially  necessary  element  in  its 
propagation.  Thos.  M,  Logan,  M.  D., 

Permanent  Sec'y  State  Board  of  Health, 


Slips  of  the  Tongue, — Wm,  M.  Ord,  M  B..  (Session  of 
British  Medical  Assodsition,  August  6th,  1873.)  Slipsof  the 
tongue  were  investigated  with  sf^ecial  reference  to  their 
sensorial  origin.  They  might  he  doe  to  fault  of  the  brain, 
coming  then  clearly  under  the  head  of  aphasia.  Such 
faults  might  be  nctual  disease^  or  weariness,  or  disorder  of 
attention,  such  as  absence  of  mind,  excitementi  intentness, 
or  confusion.  They  might  be,  secondly,  of  sensorial  origin, 
I  morbid  conditions  of  the  parts  engaged  in  speech  interfering 
with  the  guiding  sensations  upon  which  fluent  speech  de- 
pends, distracting^  the  higher  brain,  and  throwing  thought 
^nd  articulation  out  of  step.  Thirdly,  they  might  be  of 
motorial  origin»  where  any  circumstances  hindered  free 
movement  of  the  lips,  tongue  or  fauces. — BrUhh  Medical 
Journal,  September  6tli,  1873. 


One  of  the  incessant  wants  of  man  is  air* 
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Book  3|etjieuTS* 


A  Conspectus  of  the  Medical  Sciences:  Coni[>rising 
Maiioals  of  AnHtom3%  Pbysioloj^y,  Ghernistry,  Materia 
MeJica,  Practice  of  Modicitie^  Surgery  and  Obstetrics. 
For  the  Use  of  Students.  By  Henry  Hsirtsliorne, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Hygiene  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  etc..  etc.  Second  Edition.  Enlarged 
and  thorougbly  revised.  With  four  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  illustrations.  Philadelphia  :  Henry  C. 
Lea;  San  Francisco:  A.  Roman  &  Co. 

Tlie  work  befure  us,  like  that  of  Neil  and  Smith,  is  a 
coinpend  of  the  medical  sciences,  presented  in  as  terse  and 
yet  comprehensive  form  as  the  limited  space  of  one  tlioas- 
and  pages  will  admit  of.  Whilst  we  acknowledge,  hs  the 
author  or  compiler  in  bis  preface  remarks,  **that  the 
thorough  perusal  of  text  books  by  the  student  during  his 
attendance  upon  medical  lectures  is  impracticable,"  yet  we 
very  seriously  question  if  such  works  as  the  one  under 
comment  serve  a  good  purpose.  They  are  too  brief  and 
treat  of  no  subject  scientifically,  and  being  brief,  the  stu- 
dent is  toQ  liable  to  depend  upon  this  manual  and  others, 
than  upon  works  which  treat  systematically  and  profoundly 
of  the  several  subjects  or  sciences  which  as  a  learned  phy- 
sician he  is  expected  to  and  should  thoroughly  understand. 
Prof.  Hartsborne's  *' Conspectus''  is^  of  the  kind,  a  most 
excellent  book;  the  typography  is  good  and  the  illustra- 
tions are  superior.  We  notice,  however,  that  inaccuracies 
exist  in  several  departments,  the  most  conspicuous  of 
which  18  in  the  allusion  made  to  Simpson's  operation  of 
crauioclasm  and  the  description  of  the  Cranioclast.  Yet, 
on  the  whole,  it  is  as  accurate  as  such  books  usually  are, 
and  is  a  very  conveniently  arranged  handbook  or  vade- 
mecum. 


The  Science  op  Homceopathy;  or»  a  Critical  and  System- 
atic Exposition  of  tlie  Doctrines  of  the  Homoeopathic 
School.  By  Charles  J.  Hempel,  M.  D.  Boericke  & 
Tafel^  San  Francisco. 
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The  author  of  the  work  liefore  us  is  one  of  the  oldest  (if 
we  are  to  judge  from  the  8teel  plate  portrait  frontispiece) 
dij^ciples  of  the  doctrines  of  Htihnemaiiri,  and  we  are  pleased 
to  discover  that  he  has  been  permitted  to  live  long  enough 
to  correct  muny  of  the  errors  into  which  earlier  in  life  he 
had  fallen.  Wo  learn  through  tliis,  Ijis  last  eOusioii,  that 
he  deprecates  and  "condeniTia  the  so-called  highest  potencies 
which  a  few  lovers  of  the  fanciful  and  the  marvelous  have 
of  hite  years  sought  to  introdnce  into  tlio  homa^opathic 
school  as  legitimate  nnd  reliable  preparations," 

There  is,  however,  an  inconsistency  in  the  several 
chapters^  and  we  can  only  excuse  the  same  throngh  our 
sympathy  for  superannuated  intellect^  incidental  to  age  and 
natural  imbecility,  which  so  generally  distinguishes  ind 
only  the  author,  but  all  whose  works  on  hoiiiceopathy  we 
have  had  the  privilege  of  perusing. 

The  book,  however,  is  entitled  to  perusal,  and  should  be 
read  by  every  practitioner  of  medicine,  that  he  may  re- 
ceive from  an  acknowledged  authority  the  absurd  dogmas 
of  honiceopathvj  or,  more  correctly,  of  Hahnemann,  its 
founder. 


On  Intra-Otbrine  Fibroids,    By  J.  Marion  Sims,  M.D., 
Surgeon  to  the  Woman's  Hospital  of  the  State  of  New 

York. 

This  monograph,  the  original  of  which  was  read  by  Dr. 
Sims  before  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society  at  its 
hist  annual  meeting,  is  full  of  interesting  facts — the  result 
of  careful  study  of  principles,  and  the  practice  or  exercise 
of  meclianical  ingenuity. 

The  cases  cited  in  illustration  of  the  ideas  advanced  as 
to  treatment  of  this  class  of  casoa  are  perfectly  typical  and 
the  results  marvelous.  The  enucleator  and  hook  for  trac- 
tion suggested  and  used  by  Dr.  Sims  are  ingenious  and 
doubtless  efficient. 

We  have  never  read  with  more  interest  a  monograph 
such  as  the  one  before  us,  and  we  regret  that  our  space 
precludes  making  a  more  extended  notice,  and,  what  we 
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would  prefer,  extended  quotations  or  extracts  from  the 
paper. 

We  commend  all  who  are  interested  in  gynaecology  to 
procure,  if  possible,  a  copy  of  Dr.  Sims'  contribution  to 
the  science  and  art. 


Contributions  to  the  Study  of    Yellow   Feveb.    By 
J,  M*  Toner»  M.  D.|  and  John  M*  Woodworth^  M*  D. 

Tlie  piiraphlet  before  ua  ia  a  collection  of  all  important 
facts  relating  to  the  history  of  this  most  terrible  disease, 
and  in  its  pages  much  invaluable  information  may  be 
found. 

The  map  accompanying  the  paper  "  indicates  the  region 
where  yellow  fever  has  prevailed,  either  in  an  epidemic  or 
in  a  sporadic  form,  since  the  settlement  of  the  country  ;" 
furnishing,  aa  it  does,  valuable  data  of  the  ptist,  will  prove 
invaluable  as  a  source  of  reference  in  the  future.  Dr. 
Toner,  the  late  President  of  the  Americun  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, is  peculiarly  qualified,  through  opportunity  and 
taste,  to  furnish  a  most  acceptable  and  reliable  history  of 
this  disease.  Residing  at  Washington,  he  has  every 
facility  at  hand  through  archives  of  the  navy  to  collate  re- 
liable  facts,  and  his  innate  taste  and  great  ability  as  a 
writer  has  enabled  him  to  present  the  results  of  his  labors 
in  a  most  concise  and  pleasing  form. 

No  man  in  America  has  devoted  so  much  of  his  time  to 
the  cause  of  science  (certainly  as  to  statistical  facts  relat- 
ing to  disease)  as  Dr.  Toner,  and  we  wish  to  add  our 
testimony  to  the  faithfulness  of  his  labors  and  their  grand 
results. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  continue  in  the  direction 
he  has  been  engaged  for  some  years  past»  and  we  wish  that 
the  Government  would  make  a  proper  appropriation  for 
the  diffusion  of  the  accumulating  facts  in  its  medical 
bureaus  through  and  under  the  superintendence  of  Dn 
Toner,  who,  as  we  have  said,  has  a  taste  in  that  directioUi 
and  being  independent  of  practice,  can  devote  much  time 
to  the  profit  of  science,  and  the  profession  of  medicine. 


WESTEEN  LANCET: 

A  JOCBKAL  OF 

[iDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SCIENCE. 

FOE  AUGUST.  1874. 


©riginal  SammuaiGatians* 

TRAUMATIC  FACIAL   NEURALGIA- 


Excision  of  a  Portion  of  the  Inferior  Dental  Nerve  hv 
Trephining  the  Lower  Jaw ;  also  Excision  of  a  Part 
of  the  InfVa-Arbital  Nerve,— Complete  Relief, 


BY  CHABLES  B.   BRfGlUM,  M,  P.,  HARV.,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


C.  p.  0.*  aet,  55,  111,  Eight  years  ago  the  patient  was 
struck  ill  the  face  witl»  a  chair,  it  splitting  the  nose  down 
to  the  right  cheek.  A  month  afterwards  the  wound  was 
healed,  leaving  a  cicatrice  IJ  ifiches  in  length.  Two  years 
later  the  patient  h\i  a  tingling  in  front  of  the  ear  and 
along  the  roots  of  the  teeth  of  the  upper  jaw,  There 
was  a  crawling  pain  and  uneasiness,  at  times  coming  in 
flasheSi  as  if  many  needles  were  pricking  the  cheek  :  it 
seemed  to  go  from  tooth  to  tooth.  In  the  course  of  the 
five  subsequent  years,  eleven  sound  teeth  were  extracted 
in  hopes  of  relief-  The  pain  then  concentrated  itself  un- 
der the  right  alaof  the  nose,  beneath  the  cicatricial  tissuci 
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upon  whichj  should  any  one  press,  ever  so  sliglitly,  a  pain 
would  start  up  all  over  the  right  side  of  the  face— at  last 
the  pain  extended  over  the  entire  side  of  the  face  up  to 
the  forehead.  Momentary  or  continued  pressure  on  the 
suprn-orbital  nerve,  or  on  the  eyeball,  aggravated  it  8o 
much,  that  the  tears  would  flo%v  afterwards.  As  a  general 
rule,  whenever  the  patient  swallowed  either  food  or  drink, 
the  pain  wup  ngonizing  ;  if  he  poss^ed  his  tongue  over  the 
lips  it  felt  like  a  hot  coal  burning  him  ;  if  he  pressed  his 
lipa  together  the  pain,  as  he  expressed  it,  was  **  tremen- 
dous." Even  the  act  of  speaking  was  attended  with  pain, 
coming  on  by  fits  and  starts.  At  night  the  simple  moving 
the  head,  so  that  the  pillow^  pressed  on  the  cheek,  would 
wake  the  patient  up  five  or  six  times*  On  account  of  the 
continuous  pain,  morphia  had  been  given  subcotaneously 
to  the  amount  of  six  grains  every  24  hours.  The  interrupt 
tion  of  sleep,  the  difficulty  experienced  in  taking  food, 
and  the  almost  constant  pain,  {there  being  about  thirty 
spa?!raa  a  minute)  had  reduced  the  patient  to  a  very  low 
condition*  The  various  local  and  general  means  of  treat* 
ing  neuralgia  had  been  resorted  to  in  this  case  without  re^ 
suit.  Finally,  the  patient  resolved  tn  try  the  chances  of  a  sur- 
gical operation.  It  was  decided  to  excise  as  large  a  portion 
as  practicable  of  the  infra  arbital  nerve,  and  also,  as  there 
was  great  pain  in  the  lower  jaw  and  lip,  excision  of  a  part 
of  the  inferior  dental  nerve  was  tliought  necessary.  On 
the  25th  of  July,  Dr.  G.  J.  Vanvlack  assisting,  the  patient 
being  etherized,  an  incision,  slightly  concave  towards  the 
angle  of  the  mouth,  and  measuring  exactly  two  inches  in 
length,  was  made  on  a  line  extending  from  a  little  below 
the  caroooid  process  to  the  angle  of  the  jawv  The  fibres 
of  the  masseter  muscle  were  exposed  and  separated  in  the 
line  of  the  incision  by  means  of  a  director.  The  perios- 
teum was  removed  by  means  of  a  scraper  as  far  as  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  admit  the  crown  of  the  trephine. 
Small  retractors  held  the  muscle  and  skin  out  of  the  way 
of  the  saw  as  it  passed  through  the  plate  of  bone — the  disk 
being  elevated  and  removed,  the  nerve  was  immediately 
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exposed^  aiid  by  means  of  a  small  Llunt  tenaculum  was 
separated  from  its  neighboring  vessels:  it  was  then  cut 
with  a  pair  of  scissors.     It  had  nothing  abnormal  in  its 
external  appearance.     The  disk  of  bone  removed  bore  the 
imprint  of  the  dental  canal,  running  along  at  the  side  of  the 
hole  made  hy  the  centre  pin  of  the  trepUine — one  small, 
cutaneous  vessel  was  tied.     Leaving  a  dry  sponge  in  the 
wound,  a  triangular  flap  of  skin  was  then  dissected  up  from 
under  the  right  eye,  the   base  of  the  flap  being  the  infra 
arbital  ridge,  while  the  apex   poii»ted  to  the  ala  of  the 
nose;  three  large  branches  (J  of  an  inch  in  length)  of  the 
infra  arbital  nerve  were  excised  ;  eight  small  vessels  were 
ligatedj  four  silk  sutures  united  the  edges  of  the  wound* 
leaving  the  ligatures  to  come  out  at   the  inferior  angle* 
Three  sutures  were  then  placed  in  the  lower  wound,  and 
two  damp  sponges  vvere  placed  over  each  line  of  incision, 
and  the  whole  side  of  the  face  was  dressed  with  carbolized 
glycerine  (1  to  ID) — Lester's  gauze  and  cotton  wool — an 
injection  of  bratidy   was  given   per  rectum   during  the 
operation;  a  subcutaneous  injection  of  J  grain  of  morphia 
was  given   directly  afterwards.      The    pulse    before   the 
operation  was  120;  in  the  evening  afterwards  was  80»  T. 
100;  skin  moist.     Tlie  patient  has  had  two  naps  in  the 
afternoon;  when  he  drinks,  he  fancies  that  the  tumbler  has 
u  bit  broken  out  of  it;  his  wife  has  not  seen  him  so  com- 
fortable for  years.     He  himself  says  that  he  has  had  two 
slight  flashes  oi'  pain.     It   is  questionable  whether   this 
comes    from    the    old    trouble,  or    whether    it   is  not  a 
sensation  similar  to  that  which  a  person  feels  afler  a  pain- 
ful limb  has  been  amputated  ;  or  again  from  the  irritation 
of  the  proximal  part  of  the  nerve  caused  by  the  opera- 
tion  of  excision.     July  95th  P.  V.  slept  well  all  night  ; 
for  many  years  he  has  not  been  able  to  drink  more  thau  a 
swallow  at  a  time  ;  now  lie  drinks  when  he  pleases,  with- 
out pain  ;  he  feels  more  soreness  on    the  left  side  of  the 
jaw  than  on  the  operated  side  ;  has  had  a  few  twinges  of 
pain  in  the  upper  lip ;  says  he  should  not  have  noticed 
them  if  he  had  not  had  them  before,     p.  82  T.  10*2,  Jidy 
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27th,  P.  72  T.  100.  'P,  V.  has  had  considerable  paiu  to- 
day, at  times,  when  the  bandage  became  displaced.  The 
wounds  look  very  well,  that  of  the  lower  jaw  especially  ; 
the  face  is  but  little  swollen  ;  has  beef  tea  and  milk  alter- 
nately every  hour,  also  milk  punch  twice  during  the  day- 
Evening,  P,  64  T.  100,  July  28th,  P.  108  T.  100,  P.  V. 
has  had  but  one  pain^  early  in  the  morning ;  at  noon  he 
had  a  cold  feeling  which  soon  passed  away,  leaving  the 
skin  very  hot ;  the  wound  under  the  eye  is  suppurating 
at  its  lower  angle,  but  the  other  wound  is  dry  and  the 
flesh  seems  to  double  in  toward  the  line  of  incision,  as  if 
it  were  solidly  united.  Evening  P.  96  T.  lOii,  July  29th, 
P,  84  T,  101  ;  has  had  no  pain  whatever,  to-day;  takea 
his  food  regnlurly  ;  drinks  hot  lemonuJe  to  h^elp  dissolve 
tlie  mucus  which  collects  in  his  mouth.  Eve.  P.  88  T* 
102.  Perspires  freely  after  a  nap.  July  30t:h ;  there  Ib 
an  erysipelatous  blush  on  the  nose  and  right  cheek  near 
the  upper  wound;  there  is  a  slight  swelling,  but  no  pain ; 
the  sutures  were  removed  from  both  wounds ;  they  had 
caused  no  apparent  irritation  ;  the  lower  jaw  wound  is 
united  by  primary  union,  and  the  rounding  of  the  sides  of 
the  incision  is  quite  perceptible.  July  3l8t,  P-  76,  T.  100, 
The  erysipelas  has  extended  to  the  forehead  and  right  ear; 
had  a  severe  night  sweat,  followed  by  a  chilly  feeling; 
takea  acid  sulph.  die.  gtts.  v.  morning  and  night.  The  pa- 
tient has  not  dared  to  put  his  tongue  out  until  now,  and  is 
surprised  to  find  that  he  can  do  so  without  pain.  August 
Ist,  P.  65.  T.  97,  P.  V.  has  had  bottles  to  his  sides  and 
feet;  has  a  tablespoonful  of  sherry  every  hour;  beef 
tea  and  boiled  milk  as  usual;  he  feel«  comfortable  but 
very  weak;  the  left  cheek  and  forehead  are  quite  red; 
when  he  drops  oft'  to  sleep  he  wakes  up  confused  and 
slightly  delirious;  the  face  and  forehead  are  kept  moist- 
ened with  carbolized  glycerine^  and  the  wet  bandages  form 
a  water  poultise  all  around  his  head,  August  i2d,  P.  76, 
T.  98.  Face  less  swollen  and  red.  P.  V.  ieels  better  to- 
day ;  towards  night  he  was  taken  with  an   uncontrollable 
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twitching  of  the  fingers  of  both  hands.  P.  88  T.  103. 
August  3d,  P.  65  T.  99.  The  redness  is  fading  rapidly. 
P*  V.  has  passed  a  good  night,  has  no  pains,  and  thinks 
that  he  feels  better  to-day  than  he  has  for  many  years* 
Eve.  R  65,  T.  100,  August  4th,  P.  65,  T,  100,  All  the 
ligatures  were  taken  away  to-day;  no  pain  was  felt  on 
their  removal  j  there  is  no  discharge  from  the  wound  ;  the 
redness  is  quite  gone,  P.  65,  T.  100,  August  5th.  P, 
V.  8ut  on  the  lounge  all  day,  and  is  feeling  quite  well ;  the 
nose  becomes  red  at  intervals,  but  is  not  swollen  ;  appetite 
excellent;  bowels  regular  since  the  operation  ;  he  thinks 
that  he  has  eaten  more  since  he  was  sick  than  during  the 
past  year.  On  the  10th  of  August  the  morphine  was  di* 
miuished  to  three  grains  daily,  without  inconvenience  to 
the  patient.  On  the  I5th  the  patient  walked  out  of 
doors.  August  22d  he  continues  to  take  exercises  daily  ; 
has  no  pain  whatever,  no  paralysis  of  the  face  ;  eats  well 
of  w^hat  he  pleases,  passes  excellent  nights,  and  is  on  the 
way  to  speedy  recovery. 

The  operation  of  trephining  the  inferior  maxilla  for 
excision  of  the  dental  nerve,  was  first  performed  in  July^ 
1847,  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  of  Boston-  He  '*  removed  a 
portion  of  the  inferior  dental  nerve  by  trephining  the  body 
of  the  jaw  in  a  lady  fifty-nine  year^  old,  and  thus  afforded 
her  relief  from  an  excrutiating  neuralgia  of  three  years' 
standing."  (Surgical  observations  with  cases  by  J.  M. 
Warren,  M.  a,  p.  477.) 

The  operation  is  known  as  the  Warren  method  ;  its  ob- 
ject is  to  excise  the  inferior  dental  nerve  just  after  it  has 
entered  the  foramen,  and  thus  to  avoid  injuringthe  gustatory 
nerve.  It  is  important  to  excise  as  much  of  the  nerve  as 
possible,  since  we  know  that  simple  nerve  section  is  usu- 
ally followed  by  a  reunion  of  the  divided  ends — this  reunion 
taking  place  according  to  Paget,  soon  after  division.  It 
was  observed  by  Dr,  Waller  that  after  the  excision  of  a 
portion  of  a  nerve^  its  distal  part  atrophies  and  degenerates, 


3D6 


Original  Communications. 


the  process  taking  mucli  longer  time  in  the  human  subject 
than  in  tlie  lower  animals. 


Clay  Earth  as  a  Surgical  Dressing. 


BY    FREDERICK   WILLIAM   GODON,  A.B.,  M.D*, 
Late  Interne  Kotunda  Ljiog^iD  Hoapit&lj  Dublin.  Ireland. 


I  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  cases  as  the  result 
of  the  earth-treatment,  not  that  I  intend  atpres^ent  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  upon  ih'm  mode  of  surgical  dressingi  as 
has  already  been  fully  and  elaborately  done  by  my  friend, 
Dr,  A.  Hewston,  of  Philadelphia.*  The  follnwing  cases 
may  be  of  interest  to  the  profession  in  San  Francisco,  as 
this  mode  of  treatment  is  not  generally  resorted  to  by  sur- 
geons here,  arid  indeed^  is  comparatively  untried  in  our 
western  country  : 

tOASEl.  A.  6.,  a  widow  woman,  keeping  a  boarding- 
house  in  New  York  City,  a^t.  33,  a  native  of  the  United 
States,  had  been  sufToring  for  nearly  two  years  from  a 
varicose  ulcer  of  the  lower  third  of  the  left  leg.  Her  ap- 
pearance, when  I  first  saw  her»  was  that  of  a  healthy 
woman  ;  but  her  history  was  imperfect,  inasmuch  as  she 
did  nut  choose  to  be  trank  and  candid  with  me.  She  was 
the  mother  of  three  healthy  children.  She  had  been 
attended  by  several  physicians  during  this  time,  and  all 
kinds  of  treatment,  coustitutional  m  well  as  local,  had 
failed  to  produce  any  favorable  impression  on  the  ulcer, 
which  finally  became  so  painful  as  to  confine  her  to  bed. 
The  patient  informed  me,  when  I  first  sa%v  her,  that  she 
had  noticed  no  great  increase  in  the  extent  of  the  ulcer 
for  the  past  eight  months,  but  that  it  had  gradually  grown 
deeper,  and  that  each  day  it  was  becoming  more  offensive. 

***  Ttui  U»8  0f  Eiucth  as  H  Tupicftl  Application  in  Surtfbry/'  by  AddUteU  H«witon,  If. 
Dm  one  of  ibe  aUptidiiiff  eurgeotiB  to  the  t*eDQB7lTatLim»  Hoipital  1S72. 
tOrlginallT'  publisbed  in  Tht  Mtdicat  Rteord,  Wm.  Wood  &  Go.,  New  TorlE»  ISTS. 


OD  0  iTi  Clay  Earth  as  a  Surgical  Dressing.      39T 

She  had  been  in  the  habit  of  washing  it  carefully  morning 
and  night.  When  I  first  examined  the  leg,  the  ulcer  was 
as  large  as  the  palm  of  the  band«  with  callous  edges,  and  a 
grayish,  shreddy  surface.  The  veins  of  the  leg  were  con- 
siderably enlarged.  At  this  time  she  had  been  confined 
to  hor  bed  for  live  days,  and  was  suffering  great  pain,  I 
applied,  at  my  fir^t  visit,  iodoform  in  powder  to  the  ulcer, 
strapped  the  part  lightlyi  and  bandaged  the  leg  from  the 
foot  to  the  knee.  This  treatment  was  continued  for  five 
days,  during  which  time  the  patient  kept  her  bed,  suffer- 
ing ^reat  pain.  The  iodoform  had  the  effect  of  cleaning 
off  the  8ore  nicely,  but  it  showed  no  signs  of  healing  at 
this  time.  The  pain  w^hich  the  iorloform  produced  was 
most  intense,  destroying  her  rest,  and  causing  her  continu- 
ally to  complain  of  burning  in  the  leg.  On  the  sixth  day  I 
abandoned  its  use,  and  applied  dry  clay  earth.  This  gave 
her  entire  relief,  and  she  passed  the  following  night  com- 
fortably. She  felt  much  refreshed  on  the  next  morning, 
and  told  me  that  she  had  felt  oo  pain  whatever  in  her  leg 
since  the  application  of  the  earth.  The  dressing  was  then 
washed  off  with  castile  soap  and  warm  water,  the  ulcer 
presenting  a  clean  surface,  and  gave  no  pain  whatever,  I 
then  applied  earth  moistened  with  water  in  the  form  of  a 
paste,  covered  the  part  with  waxed  paper,  and  over  this  a 
firm  and  es^en  strapping,  and  a  roller  bandage*  Tlie 
patient  was  ordered  to  still  keep  her  bed.  No  pain  what- 
ever succeeded  this  dressing.  She  rested  well  that  night, 
ate  a  good  breakfast  in  the  morning,  and  expresned  herself 
as  feeling  perfectly  comfortable.  The  next  da3%  the  fonrth 
on  which  the  earth  had  been  used,  I  again  applied  it  in 
powder,  covered  with  waxed  paper,  strapped  firmly,  and 
applied  the  roller.  Still  no  pain  in  the  part  ;  the  patient 
much  encouraged  and  in  excellent  spirits.  The  next  morn- 
ing at  my  visit  I  found  a  bridge  of  tissue  was  forming 
across  the  centre  :  finely  pow^dered  earth  applied,  and  the 
dressing  continued  as  before.  Sixth  day :  bridge  across 
the  centre  complete,  and  the  part  cicatriiting  rapidly. 
The  treatment  was  continued.     On  the  eighth  day  of  the 
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nee  of  the  earth  the  patient  begged  to  be  allowed  to  leave 
her  bed  and  occupy  her  lounge.  I  consented  to  this,  and 
notliing  unTavorable  resulted  from  the  indulgence  ;  treat* 
uient  continued*  On  tlie  tenth  day  the  ulcer  whs  reduced 
to  a  small  point,  and  under  the  daily  application  of  the  dry 
earth,  dressing,  strapping,  waebiiig  and  bandaging,  on  the 
thirteenth  day  the  cicatrization  was  complete* 

Case  2.  Mr.  I.,  of  Boatou,  Ma&sachusette,  merchant^ 
native  of  the  United  States,  aet,  45,  while  in  New  York 
sent  tor  me  to  visit  him  at  his  hotel  (HofftnHn  House)  and 
showed  me  a  carbuncle,  wfiich  had  been  about  two  weeks 
developing  itself.  He  was  snffernig  intense  pain,  and  liad 
been  unable  to  obtain  any  sleep  tlie  previous  niglit,  indeed 
he  told  me  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  but  little  sleep  dur- 
ing its  development.  He  had  been  applying  poultices  to 
it  for  more  than  a  week.  He  did  not  claim  to  be  a  temper- 
ate maUj  but  usually  enjoyed  good  health.  There  was 
some  pus  coming  out  of  two  openings  in  the  centre*  The 
induration  of  the  cellular  tissue  was  considerable  at  its 
bage.  I  mnde  a  crucial  incision  through  the  carbuncle 
down  to  the  healthy  tissue,  without  the  use  of  an'  anaes- 
thetic, and  filled  the  wound  with  dry,  finely-powdered 
earth.  After  the  agony  caused  by  the  incision  the  relief 
this  application  gave  was  very  great.  The  patient  slept 
eoundly  that  night,  and  was  sitting  up  on  the  following 
morning  when  I  visited  him.  The  earth  was  then  washed 
off*  The  slough  was  seen  to  be  protruding,  and  the  tis- 
sues were  contracting  vigorously.  I  reapplied  the  dry 
earth,  and  retained  it  by  a  covering  of  w^axed  paper  and  a 
few  straps.  On  the  evening  of  the  third  day  after  the  in* 
cisions  were  made,  they  had  greatly  diminished  in  extent. 
Dry  earth  was  reapplied  and  the  wound  dressed  as  before. 
On  the  fifth  day  I  removed  a  portion  of  the  core,  as  it  was 
projecting,  and  dressed  the  wound  as  before.  On  the 
seventh  day  a  clean  excavated  ulcer  occupied  the  position 
of  the  carbuncle,  and  four  days  after,  the  surface  had  filled 
up  to  the  level  of  the  surrounding  tissue.  Cicatrization 
progressed  rapidly  under  the  same  dressing,  and  four  days 
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later  the  patient  returned  to  Boston  with  nearly  all  the 
evidences  of  his  former  trouble  removed,  with  the  excep* 
tioii  of  a  amrtll  granulating  spot^  which  disappeared  a  few 
days  after. 

Case  3.  J.  F.,  a  tinsmith,  ^t*  47,  came  to  my  office, 
Hod  showed  me  a  varicose  ulcer  of  the  left  leg  of  seven 
weeks^  standing.  The  veins  of  tlie  leg  wtere  considerably 
enlarged.  The  ulcer  was  much  inflamed  and  very  dirty. 
The  patient  was  well  noarished  and  healthy  in  appearance* 
He  denied  ever  having  had  syphilis,  but  confessed  that  he 
had  had  a  gonorrhoea  some  ten  years  before.  He  was  not 
intemperate,  nor  would  he  acknowledge  himself  guilty  of 
any  great  excess.  He  was  the  father  of  two  healthy  chil- 
dren, living  and  in  good  health  at  the  time  of  writing.  I 
applied  a  dressing  of  wet  earth,  strapped  the  ulcer  firmly 
and  evenly,  and  a  roller  bandage  from  the  toes  to  the  knee, 
told  him  to  go  home  and  keep  his  bed.  On  measurement^ 
etc.,  following  morning,  I  found  the  ulcer  to  be  IJxJ  inches. 
It  WHS  Wiished  with  castile  soap  and  warm  water,  and 
dry  earth,  finely  powdered,  applied,  strapped  and  bandaged 
SB  before.  Tlie  ulcer  had  been  causing  the  patient  so  much 
pain  previously  that  he  willingly  consented  to  give  up  hiB 
work  and  remain  in  bed.  The  pain  entirely  ceased  after 
the  application  of  the  earth,  and  on  the  following  day  I 
found  him  sitting  up  mid  able,  he  sjiid,  to  go  to  his  work. 
The  comfort  he  was  enjoying  at  the  time,  and  the  encour- 
agement I  was  able  to  give  him  in  regard  to  a  complete 
and  rapid  cure  under  the  treatment,  if  he  would  follow  my 
directions  implicitly,  made  him  consent  readily  to  remain 
quiet*  He  remained  in  the  horizontal  posture  for  the 
following  four  days,  and  suffered  no  pain  in  the  leg.  At 
the  expiration  of  another  week,  under  the  application  of 
the  same  treatment,  the  cicatrization  of  the  ulcer  was 
complete. 

Case  4,  Mrs.  J.,  eet.  25,  married,  residing  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  consulted  me  for  an  epithelial  ulcer  of  the 
upper  lip  of  the  size  of  our  present  one  cent  coin.  It  had 
appeared  some  six  weeks  before  she  presented  herself,  and 
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she  told  me  that  it  was  dally  increasing  in  size.  Any 
motion  of  the  lip  caused  great  pain,  so  that  talking  and 
eating  were  agony.  The  lip  was  considerably  awuUen* 
The  nicer  originated  from  what  the  patient  termed  a  cold 
sore,  and  she  liad  used  the  oxide  of  zinc  ointment,  camphor 
water,  and  many  other  remedies  at  the  suggestion  of  solici- 
tous friends.  The  ulcer,  the  patient  told  me,  was  steadily 
increasing  in  size,  and  was  so  unsightly  that  she  had  been 
wearing  court*plaster  to  hide  it.  She  compLiined  of  sharp 
pains  in  it,  which  she  likened  to  the  pricking  of  needles. 
As  the  ulcer  was  increasing  downward,  and  had  already 
involved  the  margin  of  the  lip,  she  became  very 
anxious  le.st  it  might  '*  spread/'  as  she  called  it,  to  the 
lower  lip.  The  discharge  was  slight,  i»f  quite  an  oflenaive 
odor.  There  was  also  slight  indication  of  the  edges  and 
the  base  was  of  a  grayish  brown  color,  I  first  applied 
powdered  iodoform,  but  it  produced  such  intense  ogony, 
contrary  to  my  expectations^  that  she  absolutely  refused 
to  allow  me  to  continue  its  use.  The  iodoform  also 
increaaed  the  swelling  uf  the  lip.  and  she  told  me  that  she 
would  not  submit  to  any  further  disfigurement.  I  tlien  ap- 
plied a  paste  of  clay  eartli  with  a  cameFs  hair  brush  :  on 
this  I  placed  a  piece  of  charpie  cut  to  the  size  and  form  of 
the  ujcer,  which  was  held  in  place  vvhetj  the  earth  dried, 
and  made  by  no  means  an  unpleasant  appearance.  So  soon 
as  the  earth  was  applied  all  pain  seemed  to  cease  and  the 
patient  was  greatly  pleased.  The  ulcer  was  dressed  twice 
daily,  morning  and  night,  in  this  way,  and  on  the  tenth  day 
of  January,  1874,  fourteen  days  after  the  first  application 
of  the  earth,  the  ulcer  was  entirely  healed.  The  patient 
gave  no  history  of  cancer  or  phthisis  in  her  family,  and  the 
lady  lias  always  enjoyed  excellent  health,  and  is  of  an  un- 
usually robust  and  healthy  appearance*  My  friend  and 
colleague,  Dr,  Chas.  E.  Lockwood,  of  New  York,  saw  this 
case  with  uie,  and  with  me  watched  its  progress  and 
result. 

I  was  sent  for  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  February, 
1874,  by  Mr.  M,,  to  see  his  eon,  a  youth  of  seventeen  years 
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of  age,  who  had  been  bitten  by  a  dog  some  three  honrs 
before.  The  brute  had  bitten  through  a  thick  boot,  and 
lacerated  the  great  toe  considerably.  After  a  thorough 
washing  of  the  part  with  castile  soap  and  warm  water^  I 
applied  the  dry  clay  earth  to  the  wound  where  I  allowed 
it  10  remain  until  the  morning  of  th«  10th.  The  wound  an  its 
removal,  tlien  was  cicatrizing  rapidly  and  looking  well. 
The  earth  was  again  applied  as  before^  and  allowed  to 
remain  until  the  13th  inst.,  when  it  waa  removed,  and  the 
wound  was  found  to  be  entirely  cicatrized,  and  on  the 
following  morning  the  patient  returned  to  his  work. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1873,  I  operated  on  M.  W.,  a 
colored  woman,  a^t  43  year^,  for  fistuhi  in  ano,  with  which 
she  had  been  suffering  seven  months.  The  origin  of  the 
trouble  the  patient  attributed  to  a  bruise>  the  result  of  a 
falL  The  inner  opening  was  just  within  the  sphincter,  the 
outer  one  a  little  more  than  an  inch  from  the  ruga,  I  laid 
the  track  open^  and  after  the  bleeding  had  ceased,  dressed 
the  wouud  over  with  drj^  earth  powder.  This  was  con- 
tinued until  the  20th  inst*,  after  that  on  every  alternate 
day,  and  the  wound  waa  perfectly  cicatrized  on  the  9th  day 
of  October. 

I  have  now  used  the  earth  as  a  surgical  dressing  in  a 
large  number  of  cases,  in  all  of  wnich  it  has  acted  most 
satisfactorily  to  myself  and  patieuts.  In  cases  of  burns 
and  scalds,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  it  as  a  dressing, as 
it  moat  effectually  and  completely  allays  the  pain,  pro- 
motes cicatrization,  controls  inflammation,  and  most  effi- 
ciently prevents  putrefaction.  In  cases  where  I  have  used 
the  fuming  nitric  acid  for  burning  chancroids  about  the 
genitals,  a  paste  of  enrth  applied  to  the  parts,  promptly  al- 
layed all  pain,  and  not  a  single  one  of  my  patients  ever  com- 
plained of  soreness  of  the  parts.  In  cases  where  there  was 
great  secretion  and  a  foul  odor,  the  earth  acted  most 
promptly  and  effectually  as  adeodorizen  Dr.  Thos,  H.  An- 
drews, assistant  demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  at  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  gave  the  deodorizing  power 
of  the  earth  a  severe  trial  in  the  dissecting  rooms  of  that 
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inatitutioQ  and  concluded  it  ***a  complete  success/'  proving 
itself  to  be  "decidedly  prtsfemble  to  tlio  many  articles 
vaunted  for  that  purpose/'  I  have  thoroughly  tested  its 
efficiency  in  this  respect  myself,  and  a  single  washing  of 
my  liaiida  in  aboot  half  a  gallon  of  water  and  less  than  a 
pound  ot  earth  poured  into  it,  after  making  an  autopsy  or 
dissecting,  found  the  cadaver  Las  sufficed  to  entirely 
deodorize  and  clean  them,  with  the  assistance  only  of  a  nail 
or  hand  brosli,  but  without  soap  of  any  kind  whatever. 
The  earth  I  would  strongly  recommend,  is  made  from  the 
clay  used  in  the  Philadelphia  brick  yards  for  the  purpose 
of  brick  makingj  and  itt  of  a  reddish  brown  color,  and  has 
been  prepared  for  me  by  0.  E.  Hubell,  of  Philadelphia. 
The  article  that  Wyeth  advertises  and  sells  is  not  the  earth 
I  would  recommend. 


Remarks  on  iBtemperance— Its  Treatment  and  Pre- 
vention. 
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Having,  on  a  previous  occasion,  pointed  out  the  toxico- 
lugical  effects  of  alcohol  on  the  human  system,  and  endeav- 
ored to  show  the  pathological  changes  and  conditions 
which  characterize  each  of  the  three  stages  of  the  disease, 
the  subject  would  not  be  complete  without  considering  it 
in  its  viaral  aspect,  and,  at  the  same  time,  suggesting  such 
rules  of  practical  treatment  and  prevention  as  experience 
and  observation  have  dictated. 

There  can  be  oo  question  that  of  all  subjects  which 
underlie  the  happiness  and  well-being  of  society,  the  sta- 
bility and  purity  of  govornmeot,  and  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  mankind,  intcmi^rance  occupies  a  more  im- 
portant position  than  any  one  topic  which  can  engage  the 
attention  of  the  legislator,  philanthropist,  or  physician* 

*Froxn  a  prlvkie  lelter. 
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Not  only  individual,  but  national  character  is  involved 
in  the  iseue  ;  and  as  the  question  now  presents  itself,  that 
issue  is  to  be  met,  and  a  solution  attempted,  ere  the  pres- 
ent generation  Las  passed  from  the  stage  of  existence. 
Especially  to  us»  as  citizens  of  a  new  and  great  republic, 
does  the  mngtiitude  of  tins  national  evil  and  the  momentons 
consequences  of  the  result  commend  itself. 

That  the  problem  is  a  difficult  one,  and  one  that  par- 
takes of  a  two-fold  significance  and  importance,  involving, 
as  it  does,  the  moral  and  social,  as  well  as  the  personal  and 
political  interests  of  society,  are  facts  which  render  its  solu- 
tion the  more  imperative  and  urgent. 

The  question,  considered  in  its  practical  bearing*  seems 
to  us  to  resolve  itself  into  two  propositions,  viz.:  Oan  the 
evil  be  alleviated  ?  and,  if  so,  how  is  that  to  be  accom- 
plished ?  • 

Before  proceeding  farther^  it  may  be  well  to  define  what 
we  understand  by  intemperance.  Considered  in  a  medical 
point  of  view,  it  is  a  disease  in  which  the  appetite  for  alco- 
holic stimulants  is  stronger  than  the  control  of  the  will,  and, 
like  any  other  form  of  monomania,  renders  the  individual 
incapable  of  resisting  the  desire  for  its  gratification. 

That  this  diseased  condition,  when  once  developed,  is 
kept  up  aod  liable  to  recurrence  by  a  continued  or  periodi- 
cal indulgence  in  the  use  of  a  poisonous  agent;  and  that  its 
symptoms  and  manifestations  are  as  well  marked  and  trply 
defined  as  in  any  other  morbid  condition  of  the  system, 
cannot,  wc  think,  be  denied. 

Whether  it  be  due,  primarily,  to  hereditary  transmis- 
sion, or  is  developed,  by  slow  degrees,  in  the  digestive  and 
assimilative  organs,  or  the  brain  and  ganglionic  system, 
are  questions  which  we  shall  not  stop  here  to  discuss. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  disease  (hereditary  or  acquired) 
exists,  and  that  it  is  with  its  prevention  and  era<iication  (if 
possible)  that  we  are  most  interested. 

It  is  not  our  design,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  discuss 
the  various  legal  remedies,  which  have  at  different  times 
been  proposed  for  its  suppression.   Whether  these  remedies 
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have  been  beneficial,  or  otherwise,  we  leave  others  to 
determioe.  Our  own  conviction  is,  that>  at  best,  they  can 
only  prove  as  auxiliaries  to  other  and  more  efficient 
means. 

Our  design,  at  present,  is  to  consider  the  subject  from 
a  medical  stand-point,  and  from  a  somewhat  extended  field 
of  observation,  to  suggest  what  we  consider  the  best 
means  for  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  case* 

Having  expressed  our  belief  tliat  intemperance  is  a 
diseased  condition,  we  would  next  remark  that  this  condi- 
tion differs  only  in  degree^  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  or 
simplest  form,  in  which  it  comes  under  our  observation. 

We  draw  no  distinction  between  the  hjotdtuol  and  the 
periodical  inebriate,  except  as  regards  the  length  of  time 
and  the  difficulty  of  cure.  In  the  one^  the  disease  may  be 
said  to  exist  in  a  chronic^  while,  in  the  other,  it  presents 
itself  in  an  acute  form.  In  both  alike,  the  same  effects  fol- 
low the  same  cause,  modified  only  in  intensity,  duration, 
and  frequency. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  both  of  these  forms 
of  the  disease,  we  think  the  same  general  rules  may  be 
adopted,  which  we  shall  proceed  to  notice  under  three 
separate  heads,  viz.:  the  medical,  the  moral,  and  the  pro- 
phylactic. 

Before  an  intemperate  man  can  be  expected  to  exercise 
a  proper  control  over  himself  or  his  actions,  he  must  first 
be  placed  in  such  a  condition  of  physical  health  that  the 
bodily  functions  and  mental  actions  shall  have,  in  a  degree 
at  least,  resumed  their  normal  condition.  During  this 
stage  of  treatment,  except  in  some  few  rare  instances, 
restraint  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  means  to  be  employed - 

Being  strictly  medical  in  its  character,  it  includes  that 
long  list  of  remedial  agents,  which  are  familiar  to  every 
medical  man— such  as  tonics,  nervines,  deobstruents,  alter- 
atives, opiates,  and  stimulants. 

We  may  here  remark,  in  refutation  of  a  common  and 
popular  error,  that  there  is,  strictly  speaking,  no  such 
thing  as  an  antidote  for  intemperance.    There  is  no  agent, 
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or  combination  of  agents,  known  in  medicine,  which  act 
like  quinine  in  intermittent  fever,  colchicnm  in  gout,  or 
arsenic  in  Bkin  diseases. 

Our  efforts  should  be  to  correct  a  perverted  function  and 
restore  a  diseased  organ — ^to  build  up,  as  it  were,  a  shat- 
tered constitution,  and  renovate  and  streogthen  the  totter- 
ing framework  of  the  body* 

Under  this  head,  also,  are  included  all  those  hygienic  and 
tlietetic  rules  which  should  govern  our  practice  in  the 
treatment  of  those  states  of  the  system  which  follow  con- 
valescence from  chronic  affections  generally. 

Thus,  exercise,  change  of  air  and  scene,  sea  bathing,  the 
shower  bath,  occupation  and  cheerful  company  are  fully  as 
important  as  iron,  bark,  quinine,  opium  or  chloral  hydrate, 
W©  have  but  little  doubt  that  a  thorough  system  of  train- 
ing, such  as  pedestrians  and  gymnasts  undergo,  would  be 
found  to  be  one  of  the  very  best  auxiliaries  which  could  be 
used  to  fully  carry  out  our  idea  of  the  medico-physic^rd 
treatment  of  intemperance* 

Having,  then,  first  placed  a  man  in  a  condition  physi- 
cally capable  of  controlling  his  actions,  the  next  and  most 
important  step  is  to  restore  his  moral  nature.  In  this  term 
we  include  not  only  a  perception  of  right  and  wrong,  but  a 
realization  of  the  duties  of  life*  This  should  always  accnm- 
pnny,  and  as  far  as  possible  be  dissociated  with,  the  treat- 
ment we  have  just  pointed  out.  The  mind  and  body  are, 
in  fact,  so  intimately  associated  and  dependent  upon  one 
anotlier  that  to  separate  them  would  be  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nature*  ^ 

That  the  moral  nature  partakes  of  the  bodily  infirmity, 
and  is,  per  se,  in  a  diseased  and  unhealthy  condition,  can 
not,  we  think,  be  a  question  for  debate.  If,  as  the  immor- 
tal bard  tells  us, 


**lti»  in  o^rrselves  that  we  up© 
Thus  or  thua," 


i 

W  Surely  it  is  a  matter  of  the  most  vital  importance  that  our 

■  inner  self  should  be  guarded  and  watched  with  no  less  care 

I  than  the  physical  frame-work  which  contains  it  and  is,  in 

I  turn,  influenced  by  it. 

m 
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By  a  restoration  of  our  moral  nature,  then,  we  would 
wish  to  be  understood  as  inculcatiDg  all  that  can  elevate 
and  refine  the  moral  sensibilities,  awaken  a  perception  of 
our  accountability,  and  inspire  a  resolution  to  fulfill  the 
object  for  which  man  waa  created. 

We  believe  that  no  man,  however  degraded  bis  condi- 
tion, is  entirely  destitute  of  this  moral  nature.  It  may  be 
blunted  by  a  long  career  of  self-injustice  ;  it  may  be  dor- 
mant through  physical  or  other  causes  ;  it  may  have 
entirely  ceased  to  exert  any  perceptible  influence  upon  his 
life,  character,  or  actions  ;  but,  if  properly  appealed  to,  it 
will  eventually,  in  the  vast  majority  of  instances,  respond 
to  the  voice  of  reason,  of  hope,  of  encouragement,  of  reli- 
gion. On  it,  we  rest  our  strongest  trust  ;  in  it,  we  place 
our  firmest  reliance  ;  and  through  it  we  may  hope  to  re- 
store tbe  countless  number  of  those  who  have  "  fallen 
never  to  hope  again«" 

But  how,  it  may  be  asked,  are  we  to  avail  ourselves  of 
this  most  potent  auxiliary  ? 

We  answer  firstf  by  an  appeal  to  the  manhood  of  human 
nature ;  and  secondly^  by  the  force  of  examjde.  To 
accomplish  both  of  these,  we  think  that  kindness  and 
encouragement  are  the  chief  and  most  effectual  means  to 
be  employed. 

No  man  was  ever  deterred  from  evil,  or  reformed  from  a 
bad  habit,  by  harshness  or  severity.  In  this  respect,  we 
think,  much  of  our  prison  discipline  at  the  present  day  is 
open  to  improvement.  The  more  a  man  is  degraded  in  his 
own  eyes,  or  in  the  estimation  of  others,  the  more  are  his 
moral  sensibilities  blunted,  and  his  manhood  destroyed. 
Especially  is  this  the  case  in  the  unfortunate  victim  of  the 
disease  of  which  we  are  now  speaking.  In  fact,  in  the 
majority  of  instances,  we  have  found  a  preternatural 
acuteness  of  sensibility  to  be  the  first  dawn  of  an  awakened 
conscience — the  earliest  indication  of  a  restoration  of  that 
physical  and  moral  capacity  for  self-control  of  which  we 
have  already  spoken. 

Words  of  encouragement  and  hope  spoken  at  this  time 
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are  wortb  more  than  volumes  of  admonition,  or  sermons  of 
threats  and  denunciation  ;  for 

**  There  needeth  not  the  hell  Umt  bi^t«  h'ame 
To  punish  those  who  err;  num  in  himself 
Contains  fit  onoe  the  eril  and  the  cure  ; 
And  aU-saffioing  nature  oan  chajitiaa 
Those  who  tnuiiin^aa  her  law  : — she  only  knows 
How  jnatly  to  ppoportion  to  the  faailt 
The  punishment  it  merite." 

In  fact,  we  are  glad  to  acknowledge  that  much  of  that 
so-called  religious  intolerance  of  former  times  has  given 
place  to  a  larger  philanthropy,  and  man,  at  present,  is 
regarded  not  as  a  criminal  and  an  outcast,  to  be  terrified 
into  Bubmission,  but  as  a  rational  human  being,  endowed 
with  all  those  attributes  which  elevate  the  soul  above  the 
brute  creation,  and  place  its  possessor  on  an  equality  with 
his  fellow  beings. 

By  the  means  which  we  have  thus  hurriedly  and  imper- 
fectly endeavored  to  point  out>  we  believe  that  the  moral 
nature  of  man  may  be  not  only  recalled  into  consciousness, 
but  taught  to  exercise  a  governing  influence  upon  the  life 
and  character,  until  the  design  of  the  Creator,  when  He 
formed  him  in  His  own  image,  and,  pausing  in  His  great 
work,  **  saw  that  it  was  good/'  rihall  be  fully  reah'zed. 

We  have  left  ourselves  but  little  space  for  what  we  have 
to  say  upon  the  last  of  those  measures  which  we  included 
in  our  general  plan  of  the  treatment  of  intemperance,  viz,: 
the  prophylactic. 

It  has  been,  and  is  at  tlio  present  day,  often  said  that 
it  is  more  difficult  to  keep  an  intemperate  man  reformed 
than  to  reform  him.  While  we  cannot  deny  that  there  is 
much  truth  in  the  assertion,  yet  we  do,  at  the  same  time, 
unhesitatingly  object  to  this  manper  of  argument,  as  applied 
to  this  or  any  other  disease  to  which  our  frail  nature  is  lia- 
ble. As  well  might  such  an  objection  be  urged  against  the 
cure  of  any  physical  or  mental  ailment,  because  all  diseases 
are  not  like  small-pox,  or  whooping-cough,  or  scarlet  feven 

That  many  relapse  is  just  as  true,  and  no  more  so,  as  that 
many  are  liable  to  a  periodical  recurrence  of  intermittent 
fever,  dyspepsia,  rheumatism,  or  nervous  headaches. 
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Besides^  in  these  cases  it  i»  not  that  Nature,  when  once 
restored  to  the  normal  exercise  of  her  functions,  will  of 
Aer  oton  accord  re!api?e  into  a  diseased  condition  ;  but  that 
the  want  of  a  resolute  will  will  Boinetimes  give  wn.j  to  the 
recurrence  of  those  hahits  which  originally  produced  the 
disease  in  question.  Herein  the  reformed  inebriate  has, 
in  our  opinion,  an  advantage  over  the  unfortunate  victim 
of  a  malariniiH,  or  rheumatic*  or  scrofulous  diathesis,  inas- 
much  as  he  holds  in  his  own  hands  the  means  of  bis  safety 
and  his  security.  No  man  can  be  .forced  to  swallow  what 
he  knows  to  he  a  poison,  unless  his  will  consent ;  and  on 
this  one  fact  we  base  the  entire  system  i»f  what  we  call 
j)rophjla£tic  treatment. 

The  knowledge  of  this  potoer  is  the  inebriate's  strength. 
No  one  can  take  it  from  him  ;  no  power  can  rob  him  of  its 
inestimable  possession.  Once,  thoretore,  that  be  has  the 
moral  courage  to  abandon  the  use  of  what  he  knows  to  be 
fatal  to  his  mngtery  over  self,  from  tlmt  moment  lie  en* 
trenches  himself  in  a  fortress,  wbicli  is  perfectly  impregna- 
hle^  unless  he  chooses  to  betray  it.  Having  once  placed 
the  inebriate  in  this  |)08ition,  we  liave  done  all — no^  not  all, 
but  nearly  all  that  medical  means  can  do  for  him. 

Here  he  will  find  a  great  assistance  from  t*ccupation  and 
employment.  An  idle  mind  is  a  *'  fertile  field  for  noxious 
weeds  to  flourish  in,"  and  an  idle  body  has  been  called  the 
"  devil's  own  work-shop.'' 

We  would  therefore  urge  upon  every  one  so  situated  to 
seek  employment — if  not  for  pleasure  or  profit,  for  employ- 
ment's own  sake.  The  number  of  those  who  are  **a  law 
unto  themselves"  are  few  and  widely  scattered,  and* he 
may  not  be  of  that  favored  class. 

To  all  we  would  say  **  be  hopeful  T'  be  '*  steadfast  in 
faith  !*■  Seek  some  end  or  aim  in  life»  and  let  that  end  be 
your  (joal,  whether  it  be  ambition,  or  fame,  or  glory,  or 
worldly  possession,  or  domestic. peace,  or  religion,  or  any* 
thing  which  %vill  elevate. 

To  any  one  who  has  thus  regained  the  mastery  of  Jiim- 
self  there  is  but  little  more  needed,  except  that  eternal 
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vigilance  which  is  not  only  the  "  price  of  liberty/'  but  the 
price  of  existence  iteeir, 

We  have  reserved  for  our  closing  sentence  the  last  and 
most  sad  question  which  can  he  addressed  to  mortal  ears  : 
'  Are  there  any  who  are  beyond  a  hope  of  reformation  ?" 
and  while  we  are  roluctantly  compelled  to  answer  in  the 
affirmative,  still  we  must  at  the  same  time  add  that  as 
long  as  **  there  is  hope  while  there  is  life,"  so  we  should 
never  desert  a  fallen  brother,  or  abandon  him  as  iticuralie, 
until  a  power  stronger  than  our  feeble  arm  shall  see  fit  to 
drop  the  curUin  of  oblivion  upon  his  faults  and  frailties, 
and  summon  him  to  that  presence  before  which  we  must  all 
one  day  appear. 

The  number  of  this  class,  we  hope,  is  small,  very  small, 
as  compared  with  those  who  are  able  to  **  work  out  their 
own  redemption."  Let  us  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  it  will  become  smaller  and  smaller,  until, 
finally,  none  are  embraced  within  tlie  shadow  of  its  dark 
and  dismal  portals. 

To  those  who  have  been  more  fortunate,  those  who  have 
*'  untwisted  to  its  final  link  the  accursed  chain  which  fet- 
tered  them,"  we  would  say  that  the  world  in  which  we 
live,  and  the  necessities  of  civilizatioDr  have  imposed  an 
individual  responsibility  upon  us  all,  which  we  can  neither 
escape  nor  avoid.  Let^each,  then,  strive  to  emulate  the 
other,  and  leave  behind  him  footprints  on  the  sands  of 
time  ; 

**  Footprints  that  perhaps  another 
SaUing-  o'er  life'*  solemn  main, 
A  forlorn  and  ahipwreoked  brother. 
Seeing,  »haU  take  hope  again/* 


M,  CoLLADON,  the  Geneva  physicist,  has  published  an 
essay  on  the  subject  of  turning  poplars  into  lightning 
conductors*  He  proposes  to  insert  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
trunk  a  metallic  rod,  which  he  connects  with  the  earth  by 
a  chain,  so  that  the  fluid  cannot  leave  the  tree  to  dart  at 
any  object  within  a  short  distance,  which  at  present  is 
very  often  the  case. 
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On  Enlargement  of  the  Prostate. 


Dr,  J,  S.  Hough  aavi^,  on  this  topic^  in  the  Medical  Times, 
February  14th,  1874  i 

It  18  not  difficult  to  understand  that  the  prostate  body, 
wliich  remains  undeveloped  in  the  male  ho  long  as  the  or- 
ganism is  under  the  domination  of  the  reproductive  organs 
(testicles),  should  begin  to  develop  wlieti  this  influence  is 
removed.  So  in  the  woman,  when  the  reproductive  faculty 
18  extinguished  at  the  menopause,  or  by  abkitiou  or  dis- 
ease of  the  ovaries,  the  uterus^  which  i8  the  analogue  or 
a  part  of  the  prostate  in  the  male,  degenerates,  &jhrivels  up 
and  is  redaced  in  size.  The  uterus  in  the  female  dimin- 
ishes in  size  from  the  same  cause  that  the  prostate  increases 
in  size  in  the  male,  viz.,  the  deprivation  of  the  di>mination 
of  the  sexual  organs  {testicles  or  ovaries).  It  would  be 
interesting  in  cases  of  enlarged  prostate  to  inquire  whether 
there  is  loss  of.  or  diminished,  sexual  power  or  vigor,  as  con- 
firmatory of  this  theory. 

It  is  no  argument  agaitist  this  theory  that  enlargement 
does  not  always  occur  in  old  age,  as  one  might  imagine 
from  the  statements  of  the  autliorities  cited  ;  for  all  males 
or  females,  even  wlien  deprived  of  the  essential  organs  of 
reproduction,  do  not  develop  secondary  sexual  characters 
of  the  opposite  sex,  though  it  is  the  rule  for  tliem  to  do 
so» 

It  is  a  rule,  therefore,  that  enlargement  of  the  prostate 
occurs  in  the  aged  (being  indicative  of  decline  in,  or  ex- 
tinction of,  the  procreative  faculty)  for  the  same  reason 
and  under  the  same  circumstances  that  atrophy  of  the 
uterus  takes  place  in  the  aged  woman  ;  both  indicating  a 
developmental  determiuation  towards  an  intermediate  (her- 
maphroditic) sexual  condition,  caused  by  the  elimination 
of  thi?  domination  of  the  essential  organs  of  generation  (tes- 
ticles aiul  ovaries). 

This  theory  is  strongly  corroborated  by  the  fact  of  the 
very  great  frequency  of  cancer  of  the  uterus  (of  all  the  wo- 
men dying  of  cancer,  28.66  per  cent,  die  of  cancer  of  the 
uterus),  and  the  very  great  rarity  of  cancer  of  the  prostate 
body  (of  all  the  meu  dying  of  cancer,  only  ,27  per  cent. 
die  of  cancer  of  the  prostate). 

Now,  it  is  well  known  that  cancer  is  a  degenerative  pro- 
cess or  retrogressive  developmental  disease,  and   attacks 
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the  mammae^  or  glandular  organs,  and  the  uterus,  a  muscu- 
lar organ,  usually  after  they  have  ceased  to  perform  their 
destined  functions  connected  with  reproduction.  This 
being  true,  it  is  curious  to  note  that  the  prostate  is  more 
or  less  enlarged  in  from  20  to  35  per  cent,  of  all  the  men 
dying  after  the  fiftieth  or  sixtieth  year  ;  yet  of  all  the  men 
who  die  of  cancer,  only  .27  per  cent-  die  of  cancer  of  the 
prostate,  it  being  more  than  one  hundred  times  less  fre- 
quent than  Ciincer  of  the  uterus.  The  conclusion  is, 
therefore,  that,  cancer  being  a  disease  which  attacks  organs 
that  are  degenerating,  and  itself  further  degeneratiug  and 
destroying  them,  the  enlargement  of  the  prostate  body  is 
not  a  retrogressive  but  a  progressive  developmental  evo- 
lution of  the  congeni tally  under-developed  homologue  of 
the  uterus.  The  fact  being  established  of  the  development 
of  female  organs  and  secondary  sexual  characters  in  old 
men,  that  is,  a  tendency  towards  hermaphroditism  (wliich 
latter  is  an  intermediate  state  between  the  separate  male 
and  female  condition),  is  altogether  in  favor  of  an  opinion 
which  we  have  deduced  from  numerous  observations,  viz., 
that  the  type  of  all  diiecious  species  is  sexually  her- 
maphroditic ;  ttiat  is,  the  man  is  as  much  above  the  type, 
as  the  w^oman  is  below  it. 

We  conclude,  therefore,  that  simple  enlargement  of  the 
prostate  body,  far  from  being  a  diseased  condition,  is  fre- 
quently, and  indeed  generally,  but  one  of  the  exhibitions 
of  the  vibrations  in  the  pendulum  of  developmental  or 
evolutionary  forces  which  determine  and  separate  the 
Kexes. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Intravenous  Injection  of  Chloral  in  Surgical  Operations. 


M.  Bouillaud  read  before  the  Acadeinie  des  Sciences (ffoa. 
3fed.  de  Parin^  May  16^  1874)  an  account  of  the  following 
operation  recently  performed  by  M.  Ore,  in  which  chloral 
injected  into  the  veins  was  the  an^ej^tlietic  used.  The  patient, 
who  was  about  to  suflfor  resection  of  the  calcaneum,  had  a 
aolution  of  chlf*nd  (of  the  strength  of  one  part  to  three  of 
water)  injected  slowly  into  the  radial  vein  of  the  right 
arm. 

By  the  time  three  drachms  had  been  introduced,  the  pa- 
tient declared  that  he  felt  very  sleepy.     The  injection  was 
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pushed  until  five  and  a  half  drachms  of  solution  (about  115 
grain;?  chloral)  hud  been  introduced,  when  the  pfitient  sud- 
denly fell  into  a  profound  slumber,  accompanied  by  almost! 
cadaveric  rigidity. 

The  time  required  to  produce  this  effect  was  about  ten 
minutes.*  The  operation,  involving  the  usual  incisions,  re- 
tjuired  about  twenty-five  raiiiutes  for  its  performance. 

During  the  whole  of  t!ii8  time  the  patient  slept  calml?, 
made  no  cry  nor  cooiphnnt,  while  the  perfect  immobility  of 
the  limb  denoted  complete  annihilation  of  sensibility.  Re- 
Hpinition  continued  calm  and  regular,  and  showed  none  of 
thot^e  spasms  of  asphyxia  which  were  observed  when  similar 
injections  had  been  used  in  tetanic  cases. 

When  the  operation  was  finished,  the  interrupted  current 
from  a  strong  batter)-  was  used  to  resture  the  patient  to) 
consciousness,  one  pole  bein^  placed  on  tlic  side  of  the  neck 
and  tlie  other  over  the  epigastrium*  Under  the  electric  in- 
fluence the  respiration  became  freer,  jind  in  a  few  moments 
the  patient  sat  up  and  conversed,  though  wildly,  as  if  in- 
toxicated. This  condition  lasted  an  hour,  followed  by  floods 
of  tears.  SlioTtly  after,  he  sank  into  a  natnral  sleep,  and 
waked  later  in  the  day  in  his  usual  condition, 

M,  Ore's  conclusions  are  as  follows:  1,  a  solution  of  onOJ 
of  chloral  to  three  of  water  is  sufficiently  strong  for  tho'' 
purjjoso  of  intravenous  injecUon;  2,  the  injection  should  bo 
made  after  direct  puncture,  without  laying  bare  the  vein, 
in  order  to  avoid  all  risk  of  coagulation  or  phlebitis;  3,  the 
injection  should  be  made  slowly,  so  as  to  test  the  idiosyn- 
crasy of  the  patient;  when  sleep  is  produced  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  continue  the  injection,  for  the  anaesthesia  will  persist 
in  a  manner  never  brought  about  by  chloroform ;  4,  the 
operation  termitjated,  it  is  fmssible,  by  means  of  electric 
currents,  to  cause  the  condition  of  immobility  to  cease  on  the 
instant.  The  surgeon  should  have  at  hand  from  the  begin- 
ning an  electrical  apparatus  in  good  working  order.  If  the 
antesthesia  produced  by  intravenous  injections  of  chloral  bo 
applicsible  to  surgical  o}>ei'ations,  it  will  be  found  exception- 
ally advantiigeous  in  operations  of  long  duration,  such  as 
resections  and  ovariotomy.^ — PkUaddfihia  Medical  Tmies. 


Slv  is  never  at  a  stay  ;  if  we  do  not  retreat  from  it,  we 
shfill  advance  in  it,  and  the  further  on  we  go,  the  more  we>] 
have  to  come  back. 


Shortening  of  the  Leg. 
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Shortening  of  the  Leg  in  Oblique  Fractures  of  the 

Femur. 


The  following  letter  from  Prof.  Hamilton  to  Prof.  Con- 
nor,  of  Detroit,  explains  itself,  and  is  of  such  nniversal 
interest,  that  we  publish  it  in  full  t 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  July  9th,  1874 

My  Dear  Doctor: — While  spending  a  few  days  with  my  * 
friends  in  this  place,  Dr.  Didania  handed  me  a   copy  of 
yonr  journal   for  July,  in  whicli  I  find  u  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Araerican  Medical  Association,  lately  con- 
vened at  Detroit,  which  contains  the  following  statement: 

**Dr.  Sayresaid  he  knew  his  measurements  were  correct; 
that  Dr.  Frank  Harailtou  had  made  the  measurements,  and 
that  he  was  a  man  so  violently  opposed  to  the  theory  that 
in  his  published  writings  he  had  denied  the  possibility  of 
any  oblique  fracture  being  cured  without  shortening.  For 
this  reason  he  (Dr.  Sayre)  had  asked  him  to  measure  the 
patients.  He  said  if  seven  successive  cases  would  be 
presented,  he  would  agree  to  give  up  his  (jpposilion  to  the 
theory.     He  found  the  cases  and  surrendered," 

It  will  be  understood  that  reference  is  hero  made  to 
fractures  of  the  femur. 

Permit  me  to  replv.  First.  I  am  not  quoted  correctly 
as  to  what  I  have  said  of  shortening  in  the  case  of  oblique 
fractures  of  the  thigh.  A  reference  to  my  published 
writings  will  show  that  Dr.  Sayre  has  falleu  into  a  sliglit 
error  upon  this  point.  SecontL  I  have  never  seen  "  seven 
guccesaive  cases  *'  of  perfect  femurs  after  fracture.  I  do 
not  think  I  have  seen  two,  certainly  not  three* 

The  August  number  of  the  New  York  Jouvr^d  of  Medicine 
will  contain  a  full  statement  of  my  experience  in  reference 
to  cases  which  have  lately  come  under  my  observatioiu 

For  the  purpose  of  encouraging  efforts  in  this  direction, 
and  for  the  advancement  of  surgical  scierjce,  I  offer  a  prize 
of  one  hundred  dollars  for  seven  examples  of  fractures  of 
the  shaft  of  the  femur  (I  will  not  say  **  successive ,") 
occurring  in  persons  over  twenty  years  of  age,  who  were 
Dot  at  the  time  of  the  injury  suffering  from  paralysis  or 
atrophy  of  the  limbs,  whicli  luivx*  been  treated  l)y  tlie  sur- 
geon presenting  the  cases,  and  which  have  united  without 
shortening.  The  diagnosis  of  the  fracture  to  be  verified 
by  at  least  one  other  surgeon  who  was  present  at  or  near 
the  time  of  the  accident,  and  who  assisted  in  making  the 
diagnosis.    The  final  measurement  to  be  made   by  myself, 
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atid  two  other  j^urgeons  ;  the  latter  to  be  chosen  by  the 
person  presenting  the  case  ami  myself.  The  opinions  of 
the  majority  shall  decide  the  case. 

I  would  be  thankful  if  other  journab  would  repeat  this 
offer  in  my  name. 

With  Bentiments  of  my  esteem,  I  remain, 

Yonrs  truly, 

Frank  E*  Hamiltok. 
To  liEARTUB  Connor,  M.  D. 


Popliteal  Anenrism  Cured  by  Forcible  Flexion. 

Mr.  Benfield  reports  the  case  of  a  man  aet.  38,  of  good 
general  health,  who  was  troubled  with  a  small  pulsating 
tumor  in  the  left  popliteal  space,  A  distinct  bruit  waa 
heard  on  applying  the  stethoscope,  and  firm  pressure  on  the 
artery  above  the  tumor  arrested  at  once  both  the  bruit  and 
the  pulsation.     Treatment  by  flexifin  was  resolved  upon, 

A  flannel  roller  was  applied  to  the  leg^  which  was  now 
flexed  upon  the  thigh,  and  the  latter  upon  the  abdomen. 
The  leg  and  thigh  were  firmly  bandaged  together  so  as  to 
maintain  forcible  flexion,  and  heavy  sand-bags  were  also  em- 
ployed to  keep  the  patient  from  rolling  out  of  position. 
This  procedure  occasioned  very  great  pain»  ana  a  quarter 
of  a  grain  of  morphia  was  given  subcutaneously  for  its 
relief.  About  six  hours  from  commencement  of  flexion  the 
patient  could  bear  the  pain  no  longer,  and  the  bandage  was 
removed  and  the  leg  gently  straightened.  No  pulsation  or 
bruit  was  now  discernible.  Patient  complained  of  being 
chilly,  and  the  foot  of  the  affected  limb  was  decidedly  colder 
than  its  fellow.  The  limb  was  encased  in  cotton-wool,  a 
jiad  of  lint  placed  in  the  popliteal  space,  and  a  flannel 
banduge  applied.     It  was  tlien  placed  straight  on  a  pillow% 

The  aneurism  was  now  practically  cured,  but  for  the  sake 
of  safety  the  pad  and  bandage,  together  with  rest  in  bed, 
were  maintained  for  ten  days,  Tlie  man  was  then  allowed 
to  get  up  and  take  exercise,  which  occasioned  no  pain  or  in- 
convenience. He  was  thus  kept  under  observatien  for 
about  three  weeks,  when  he  was  discharged  cured.^ — The 
Larwet^  May  30th,  1874. — PhiladelpJaa  Medical  Times. 


The  essence  of  true  nobility  is  respect  of  self. 


Diagnosis  of  Hystero-Epilepsy. 
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DiagnoBis  of  Hystero-Epilepsy  from  True  Epilepsy. 


M-  Cliiircot,  in  a  recent  cluneal  Iccftire  at  the  Salpe- 
triere,  called  aiteritioTi  to  the  traits  which  distinguish 
hystero-epilepay  from  tnie  epilepsy.  In  hygtero-epilepsy, 
M.  C  liar  cot  says,  the  attack  is  always  announced  previously 
by  prPmonitory  symptoms  of  rather  long  duration.  In 
every  kind  of  hysteria  that  can  be  called  ovarian,  these 
premonitor)'  symptoms  consist  in  an  aura  starting  from  the 
ovarian  region,  and  reaching  succesgively  the  e[>igastrium, 
the  neck,  and  finally  the  head.  These  premonitory 
phenomena,  so  curious,  and  of  an  incontestable  diagnostic 
value,  are  wanting  in  epilepsy  ;  in  epilepsy,  the  premoni- 
tory symptoms  are  sensations  in  altogether  a  different  part, 
which  ordinarily  precede  the  attack  only  by  a  few 
seconds. 

The  cry  of  the  hystero-epilcptic  at  th«  moment  of  the 
fill!  isgenerallj^  prolonged  and  modulated  ;  it  can  liardly  be 
confounded  with  the  short  cry  of  the  epileptic.  When  the 
patient  has  fallen^  the  symptoms,  in  the  two  affections  are 
mucli  alike  ;  the  head  and  eyes  are  turned  in  the  same  way, 
the  limbs  are  taken  with  tonic  convulsions  ;  the  whole  body 
hecomea  rigid,  the  face  congested,  and  a  bloody  froth  flowa 
from  the  mouth.  But  the  differences  soon  reappear  ;  at 
the  moment  when  tlie  epileptic  is  seized  with  a  snoring 
which  recalls  the  apoplectic  stertor,  the  hystero-epileptic 
seems  on  the  contrary  to  wake  np,  sometimes  to  return  to 
the  former  condition,  aoraetimee  to  ofler  a  succession  of 
symptoms  making,  in  some  way,  a  new  period,  which  might 
be  called  the  period  of  contortions.  These  contortions, 
sometimee  very  extraordinary  and  alarming,  are  very  vari- 
aj>le,  and  it  can  be  said  that  in  every  patient,  in  spite  of 
some  traits  in  common,  they  are  different.  During  this 
time,  the  hystero-epileptic  seema  to  be  affected  by  delirium, 
sometimes  noisy,  and  which  seems  in  a  gre^t  part  to  give 
the  contortions  and  attitudes  and  gestures  an  intentional 
character.  To  the  contortions  succeed^  in  the  hystero* 
epileptics,  delirium  relatively  quiet,  one  of  the  character- 
istics of  which  are  hallucinations  of  the  sight  and  hearing. 
They  hear  bells  and  voices,  etc,  they  see  every  kind  of 
animal,  butterflies  fluttering  along  the  ceiling,  lizards 
climbing  the  walls,  vultures  coming  to  peck  their  faces  ; 
they  try  by  gestures  to  escape  from  these  imaginary  beings; 
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at  other   times   they  imagine   themselves   walking    over 
serpents,  and  the}^  ^ive  jumps  to  avoid  them,  etc. 

This  delirium,  wliicli  at  tliis  point  resembles  in  a  certain 
degree  delirinm  tremens,  is  quite  different  from  epileptic 
delirium,  which  consists  mostly  in  a  maniacal  excitement, 
accompanied  sometimes  with  extreme  violence,  and  of  a 
gloamy  character,  which  renders  the  patients  very  danger- 
ous. 

If  it  be  a  woman  who  is  threatened  by  an  attack,  the 
nature  of  which  is  doubtful,  compreesiou  of  the  ovary  will 
contribute  to  clear  up  the  diagnosis  ;  if  there  be  uo  effect, 
then  one  has  to  do  with  an  epileptic  ;  in  the  hystero-epi- 
leptic,  thouo;h  the  ovary  may  be  but  slightly  affected,  it  will 
produce,  if  not  always  a  complete  arrest  of  the  attack,  at 
Ifiasta  modification  more  or  Jet«5?  marked  in  the  symptoms. 

Sometimes,  and  this  also  in  hystero-epilepsy  as  well  as  ia 
epilepsy,  the  attacks  yrre  connected  in  a  series,  and  produce 
in  the  one  case  a  state  of  hystero-epileptic  disease,  in  the 
other  a  state  of  epileptic  disease.  In  these  cases  thermo- 
metry gives  important  assistance  ;  in  the  epileptic  in  a  stat^ 
of  disease  the  temperature  rapidly  attains  a  great  heightr 
40'',  41"^,  and  even  42^  (Cent,),  and  deatli  often  closes  the 
morbid  scene  ;  in  the  hystero  epileptic,  in  spite  of  the 
almost  incessant  repetition  of  the  attacks  of  an  extreme  in- 
tensity, the  thermometer  marks  37.50°,  38^,  and  a  few 
tenths.  After  50, 100,  and  200  attacks  of  hystero-epilepsy, 
the  temperature  is  definitely  the  same  as  it  was  at  the  end 
of  the  first  attack. 

Besides  the  convulsive  accidents  there  are,  adds  M. 
Charcot,  other  characteristics  which  facilitate  the  diagnosis. 
Epileptics  are  irascible,  subject  to  impulses  which  make 
them  dangerous  ;  hystero-epilepticsare  capricious,  fantastic, 
but  are  on  the  whole  hardly  dangerous.  Vertigo,  which  is 
so  frequent  in  epilepsy  in  the  interval  of  the  attacks,  has 
not  its  representative  in  hystero-epilepsy. 

The  mental  condition,  which  has  alread,vbeen  treated  by 
many  authors,  is  seen  in  the  end  to  be  not  different  iu  the 
two  diseases.  The  hystero-epileptics  preserve  those  intel- 
lectual facnlties  which  tliey  had  originally.  One  of  the 
patients  shown  was  in  this  respect  the  same  as  she  was 
thirty  years  ago  in  spite  of  the  persistence  of  the  disease* 
The  epileptic,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  disease  be  inlensep 
loses  his  intelligence  every  day,  and  at  the  end  of  a  time 
more  or  less  short,  he  falls  into  a  kind  of  stupor,  which 
generally  ends  in  true  dementia.  These  principal  distinctive 
marksi   said  M,   Charcot,  useful   already   to   establish  a 
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nosograplnc  demarcationj  will  sufBce,  in  general,  to  separate 
clinically  two  affections  of  which  the  prognosis  markedly 
differs. — London  Medical  Record^  March  18th,  1874, 


Epidemic  Goitre » 


In  some  recent  numbers  of  the  Gazette  Medicale  (Jan.  10 
and  Feb.  7),  Dr.  Mielmud  gives  an  account  of  one  of  those 
cnrious  epidemics  of  goitre  w^hich  every  now  and  then 
break  ont  in  the  French  Army.  This  one  occurred  during  the 
montlirf  of  April  to  Septemher.  1873,  in  the  75th  Regiment 
of  the  line,  stutiooed  at  the  garrison  of  St.  Etienne.  Of  the 
mean  etiective  of  wliich  tlje  garrison  daring  this  period  con- 
pie  ted,  there  were  about  280  soldiers  who  became  the  enb- 
jects  of  goitre.  Dr.  Michimd,  however,  is  not  able  to  give 
an  account  of  all  tlicse  cases,  but  only  of  fifty  of  them  w^ho 
were  sent  to  the  Hotel-Dieu  of  St.  Etienne,  of  which  he  is 
surgeon. 

Sometimes  the  affection  came  on  with  gradual  tumefac* 
tion  of  the  nock  withoat  other  symptoms,  but  in  other  cases 
it  w^as  attended  by  pain,  dysphagia,  congestion  of  the  face, 
difficult  respiration,  and  inability  tomarcli.  The  tumefac- 
tion was  at  first  diffuse,  soft,  aod  indolent^  but  soon  the 
tumor  became  large,  indurated,  and  well  defined,  the  lateral 
lobes  of  the  thyroid  projecting  more  or  less  under  the  skin. 
Tlie  right  lobe  w^as  especially  affected  in  about  half  the 
the  cases.  In  considering  the  causes  of  the  disease,  epidemic 
goitre  must  be  distinguished  frorf  endemic,  in  which  these 
are  very  obscure,  while  in  the  epidemic  form  they  can 
generally  be  made  out.  In  the  present  instance  forced 
marches  in  a  mountainous  country  and  an  insufficient  diet- 
ary seem  to  have  been  the  prominent  causes.  -  The  forced 
marching  combined  with  ascension,  produced  great  conges- 
tion of  the  thyroid,  which  by  frequent  repitttion  passed  in- 
to hypertrophy  of  the  gland*  Dr.  Michaud  does  not  at- 
tribute much  influence  to  the  local  action  of  cold  on  the 
glands,  in  the  way  of  currents  of  air,  etc,  believing  that, 
were  this  operating,  bronchitis,  laryngitis,  etc*,  wouldoften- 
er  accompany  the  goitie,  as  has  been  the  case  in  some  epi- 
demics, in  which  also  the  thyroid  itself  has   been  more 
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acutely  painful  tlmn  in  the  present  instance.  The  insuffi- 
cient diet  allowe^l  to  the  raeti  during  their  arduous  marches 
hns  also  acteJ  as  an  adjuvant,  although  its  precise  raode  of 
action  18  not  determinsihle.  Its  reality,  liowever,  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  the  officers  and  sub-officers  who  underwent 
the  same  fatigues  as  their  men  were  able  to  resist  their  ill- 
effects,  owin^  to  better  regimen  ;  nnd  by  the  excellent  ef- 
fects which  a  tonic  treatment  and  a  nutritious  diet  exerted 
ill  securing  a  prompt  cure  of  the  disease.  The  iodine  treat- 
ment completely  failed,  and  many  cases  which  had  long  been 
subjected  to  it  in  the  i^arrison  hospital  without  avail,  soon 
recovered  in  the  Hotel-Dieu  under  quinia  and  iron,  with  a 
substantial  diet  of  roast  meat  and  wine.  When  these  means 
were  employed  in  the  early  stages  of  the  affection,  they 
rapidly  succeeded.  The  anaemic  and  emaciated  condition 
of  several  of  the  patients,  indeed,  srongly  indicated  this* 
procedure.— i/ediefli  Times  and  Gazetlef  February  2l8t, 
187i 


Hysteria  in  a  Male. 


Tlie  following  case  is  reported  by  Dr,  Gordoi),  in  the 
Dublin  Mcdiral  Journai  [  He  was  asked  to  see  a  police- 
man, who  was  brought  at  twelve  oVkick  the  night  lief  ore 
into  the  hospital,  suffering  from  intense  pain  in  his  Htoni- 
ach.  This  pain  was  so  severe,  so  agonizing,  that  he 
walked  about  the  ward  the  entire  night,  screaming  with 
pain,  und  preventing  the  other  pntieuts  in  the  ward  from 
getting  any  sleep*  No  treatment  seemed  to  have  the 
least  effect  in  subduing  the  pain.  When  Dr.  Gordon  saw 
him  on  the  following  morning,  the  firgt  thing  that  struck 
him  as  remarkable  was  the  extreme  quietness  of  tlie  man's 

fulse  under  such  a  history  of  agonizing  pain  ;  it  was  only 
6  ;  but  he  was  resfless,  incessantly  tossing  about  ;  would 
scarcely  allow  of  any  examination  of  the  abdomen,  which 
was  rather  swollen  and  tympanitic  ;  bowols  confined  ;  urine 
copious  and  light  coloreci  j  could  only  swallow  liquids,  and 
everything  he  had  taken  during  the  entire  night  he  had 
vomited,  even  a  little  water  ;  as  fast  as  it  was  swallowed 
it  came  up  again  ;  and,  indeed,  latterly  it  was  quite  evi- 
dent that  emesis  took  place  even  before  the  fluiti  reached 
the  stomach.     The  diagnosis  arrived  at  was  that  it  waa  a 
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of  hysterical  vomiting,  and  that  the  pain  was  alao  of 
pthe  same  character  ;  it  was  never  referred    twice  to  ex- 
'actly  tljG  same  situation — now  to  the  epigastrium,  now  to 
the  right,  and  again  to  the  left  side.     The  vomiting  was 
also  peculiar  ;  indeed,  there  was  no  actual  vomiting,  but  a 
I  rejecliofi  of  food  before  it  could  have  reached  the  stom- 
ach.    Large  doses  of  morphia  by  subcutaneous  injection 
were  directed,  the  result  being  that  the  man  slept,  got 
into  a  mild  perspiration,  was  much  relieved,  and  took  food 
in  small   (juantities.     The  same   symptoms  recurred  from 
I  time  to  time,  the  intense  agonizing  pain,  and  the  vomiting. 
[That  morning,  when  Dr.  Gordon  went  to  the  hospital,  he 
►  was  told  the  man  w^as  spitting  up  blood.     He  found  some 
blood  in  the  spitting-cup,  but  on  examination  he  was  sat- 
[iBfied  it  was  blood  that  came  from  his  raouth  or  throat,  and 
not  from  his  lungs  or  stomach  ;  that  it  was,  in  fact, induced 
by  his  own  voluntary  act.     This,  of  course^  confirmed  the 
idiagnosis,    that   it  was   purely  a  nervous   afteetion.     One 
*  thing,  however,  struck  him  as  very  remarkable,  the  rapid 
emaciation   wliich   the  man   l^ad    undergone   within   four 
days.     He  had  endeavored  to  examine  very  carefully  into 
his  history,  but  he  could  not  find  out  anything  which  he 
could  directly  assign  as  the  cause  of  the  affection,  except 
that  he  was  a  man  not  long  in  the  fi:>rce,  had  come  up  from 
the  country,  and  had   been  on   rather  severe  duty.     The 
case  bore  out  the  extreme  ditficulty  of  diagnosis  in  these 
cases,   partiouUirly  when  they  had  to   deal  with  a  male 
subject. 


Treatment  op  Granular  Pharyngitis, — An  extract  from 
the  Bu^L  de  Therap.  in  U  Union  Med,  du  Canada,  March, 
1874,  gives  Dr.  Cousin^s  method  of  treating  this  uiTection. 
Dr.  C.  states  that  general  remedies  suited  to  the  diathesis 
should    be  employed   as   well   as  local  applications.     He 

tjrefers  gargles  to  inhalations,  excepting  where  there  are 
aryngeal  complications. 

Tar-water,  or  water  impregnated  with  sulphurous  acid, 
may  be  employed,  though  Dr.  0.  prefers  a  solution  of  some 
ttimple  saline,  common  salt  for  instance,  with  perhaps  the 
addition  of  glvcerin.  Solutions  of  alum,  he  thinks,  destroy 
the  enamel  of  the  teeth.  If  the  inflammation  has  reached 
the  naj^o-pharyogeal  cavity,  it  will  become  necessary  to  use 
the  nasal  douche*    The  pharynx  may  be  touched  with  small 
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pledgets  of  cottoD  or  lint,  dipped  in  Mandl's  solution  of 
iodo-iodiireted  glycerin  (one  per  cent.),  or  of  pure  glycerin. 

Ill  Bcrofuloaa  ulceration  of  the  throat,  especially  in 
phthisical  patients,  a  solution  of  equal  parts  of  chromic  acid 
and  water  may  be  applied  by  the  same  method.  The 
patient  should  gargle  with  some  neutral  fluid  or  water 
immediately  afti^'wards,  and  the  application  should  be  made 
twice  weekly. 


ExtbaOroinary  Action  op  Nitrite  op  AMYL.-^Dr.  E,  B. 
Janeway  reports  a  caao  of  cerebral  antemia  with  failure  of 
the  heart'^  action  from  pericarditis  where  the  patient  was 
entirely  unconscious,  pupils  dilated,  conjunctiva  insensible 
to  touch,  no  pulse  at  wrist,  breathing  spasmodic.  Inhala- 
tionn  of  five  drops  of  nitrite  of  amyl  were  commenced  and 
cautiously  increased.  After  the  use  of  twenty  drops  the 
pupils  contracted,  the  conjunctiva  respon<led  to  the  touch, 
and  the  pulse  returned  at  the  wrist,  Cousciousness  re- 
turned, and  he  asked  questiona.  The  inhalations  were  sus- 
pended, and  a  half-ounce  of  brandy  administered.  In  fifteen 
minutes  another  attack  occured,  in  which  he  died. — New 
York  Medkal  Journal^  July,  1874t.—Philaddphia  Medical 
Tunes. 


Croton  Chloral  in  Neuralgia. — Crotou  chloral  has 
been  used  by  Dr.  Jules  Worms  in  various  cases  of  neuralpjia 
and  other  painfi.il  alFections  with  considerable  success.  Dr. 
W.  uses  larger  doses  of  the  remedy  than  are  usually  admin- 
istered. He  thinks  it  uiiadvi sable  to  be  given  hypodermic- 
ally.  The  following  formula  resembles  the  one  usually 
preferred  by  him : 

B  Oroton  chloral,  51  i ; 
Glycerin., 
Aqufe,  aa  f^i  fjvi ; 
Syriipi,  f^iv; 

01.  menth.  pip.,  gtt.  iii, — M. 
Sig, — Tablespoonful  every  three  or  four  hours. 


Let  the  thought  of  self  pass  in,  and  the  beauty  of  a  great 
action  is  gone,  like  the  bloom  from  a  soiled  flower. 
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Dilatation  of  the  Cervix  Uteri,  particularly  the  Oriiicium 
Externum,  by  means  of  a  New  Instrument. 


BY  J.  n.  VANDEBVEER,  M.  D.,^BRO0KLVK. 


So  much  ha8  been  said  and  written  of  the  dilatation  of  the 
cervix  uteri,  tliat  it  seems  almost  presumptuous  to  add  to 
the  literature  of  the  subject*  I  therefore  beg  the  indulg- 
ence of  offering  a  few  very  brief  remarks  on  extensive 
bilakral  dilatation  of  the  f»s  intornumj  and  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  use  of  a  new  instrument,  constructed  for 
me  by  Tiemann  &  Co.,  of  New  York. 

For  some  pears  past,  I  have  largely  experimented  in 
widening  the  cervical  canal  of  the  uterus,  both  for  the  re- 
lief of  obstructive  dysmenorrhcea  and  for  the  removal  of  the 
Bierilo  uuuditioM,  and  in  so  doing  I  have  used  instruments 
each  of  service  in  its  own  way,  but  in  every  instrument 
made  use  of  or  examined  the  stress  of  dilatation  was  ex- 
peiided  on  the  os  internum^  the  middle  of  the  cervix,  or  the 
whole  of  the  cervical  canal  eoually. 

It  was  found  that  in  some  ox  the  cases  treated  very  little 
expansion  of  the  os  internum  was  called  for  ;  in  a /ew^,  that 
probing  and  the  subsequent  use  of  the  uterine  sound  was 
all  that  was  required  ;  but  in  many,  the  most  obstinate  re- 
sistance to  permanent  widening  was  encountered  at  the  os 
tinca>,  and  the  dense  tissue  adjacent :  and  the  question  was 
presented,  Could  there  be  any  substitute  for  cutting,  or 
tlje  more  recently  practised  method  of  forcible  and  rapid 
dilatation  (in  one  operation)  and  the  subsequent  use  of  the 
tern  pessary?  In  solution  of  the  query,  a  series  of  trials 

suited  in  the  planning  of  the  instrument  herewith  repre- 
sented,  which  has  thus  far,  in  my  hand 3,  answered  every 
requirement  made  upon  it.  I  have  had  as  yet  no  occasion 
to  expand  the  os  externum  largely  and  forcibly  by  one 
single  introduction  of  the  instrument,  but  it  could  be  used 
for  such  a  purpose,  sliould  circumstances  require  it. 

This  instrument,  it  will  be  observed,  dilates  the  os  exter- 
num and  cavity  of  the  cervical  canal  hilaieraVy^  and  by  its 
probing  action  keeps  open  the  os  internum.  It  will  be 
noted,  also,  that  its  shape  when  closed  approximates,  and 
its  diameter  at  its  distal  end  does  not  exceed  that  of  Simp- 
son's sound;    and    also,  that    when  in  use  the    strain    is 
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oxpeaded  on  its  strongest  part:  and  that  it  can  be  used  with- 
out the  speculum. 

But  by  no  means  the  least  importaut  of  the  advantages 
of  the  instrument  is,  I  Uiink,  its  comparative  safety,  owing 
to  its  small  size  when  closed,  i^nd  to  the  fact  of  its  not 
seriously  lacerating  the  oa  internum  when  open,  and  from 
the  circumstance,  that  too  severe  tension  upon  any  part  un- 
der dilatation  can  he  abated  instantly. 

Its  use  can  he,  of  course,  supplemented  by  stem  pessaries 
and  like  appliances,  or  by  what  I  have  found  answering 
the  purpose  very  well,  viz.,  a  long  laminaria  tent  with  a 
shorter  one  introduced  at  each  side,  the  whole  kept  in 
position  by  a  suitable  tampon  of  cotton-wool,  with  or  with- 
out glycerine. 

Briefly,  in  conclusion,  this  dilator  is  not  offered  as  suitable 
to  7*€place  all  instruments  for  widening  the  cervix  uteri,  but 
as  a  reinforcernentj  so  to  speak,  to  them,  and  to  keep  up 
permanent  dilatatioo  of  the  os  externun],  even  after  the  use 
of  the  knife.  I  consider  its  bilatercd  action  of  great  service 
likewise,  as  I  helieve  the  trimsverse  line/jr  os  (oxteruum)  to 
be  the  normal  one,  even  in  the  virgin,  and  the  lengthened 
cervix  with  minute  circular  outlet  (not  extremely  rare)  to 
be  most  decidedly  abnormal  and  analogous  in  some  of  its 
physiological  conditions  to  phimosis  in  the  male. 


On  the  Combination  of  Opium  with  Chloral-Hydrate  in 
the  Treatment  of  Threatened  Abortion, 


In  the  Bulletin  de  Therapeutique^  vol.  Ixxxiv.,  is  sum- 
marized a  case  by  M.  Martineau,  in  which  uterine  contrac* 
tions,  occurring  in  a  pregnant  woman  (seven  months),  treat- 
ed successfully  by  opium,  were  immediately  arrested  by  ad- 
ministration of  chloral  in  the  dose  of  1  gramme,  night  and 
morning.  M.  Besnier  ( Union  Jhdicate,  Gazette des  Hopitaux, 
No.  122)  relates,  iu  connection  witb  this  case,  that  of  a 
primipara  pregnant  six  months,  and  urgently  threatened 
with  abortion.  Opium  in  high  doses  and  under  all  forms 
not  having  produced  any  good  effect,  M.  Besnier  had  re- 
course to  chloraHiydrate  in  enema  (2  grammes).  The  effect 
was  rapid  and  very  satisfactory,  and  each  time  the  paius 
reappeared  they  were  set  at  rest  by  the  repetition  of  the 
enema;  but,  as  they  did  not  finally  disappear,  M.  Besnier, 
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by  advice  of  M.  Tuniier,  returned  to  tlie  opiate  treatment, 
which  had  to  be  continued  for  two  days;  it  had  no  bad  ef- 
fect whatever^  and  the  patient  was  saved  from  her  thrtjat- 
oned  death.  Investigating  the  mode  of  action  of  the  chh^ral 
in  these  cirenmstances,  M,  Besnier  concludes  (with  MM, 
Bourdon  and  MartitJcnuO,  thrit  chU^ral  exercises  ditft^rent 
eflects  on  the  uterus,  according  as  it  m  administered  during 
accouchement  or  after  threatening  of  uburtion.  In  the 
first  case  it  augments,  and  in  the  second  it  diminishes,  and 
even  suppresses,  the  contractions.  According  to  Besnier, 
the  myosthenie  or  amyosthenic  effects  produced  must  se- 
verally be  referred  to  tlie  different  conditions  of  the  uterus 
at  the  time  of  administration  of  the  cidorahhydrate, '  In 
accouchement  there  is  to  be  considered  the  excitation  of 
cervix  uteri  by  tlm  head  of  the  infant,  which  keeps  up  its 
contractions  ;  these  are  even  augmented  as  the  consequence 
of  rhe  rest  given  to  the  womb  by  the  eessution  of  pain,  due 
to  tlie  administration  of  chlorid.  In  threatened  abortion, 
excitation  of  the  cervix  is  absent :  pain  plays  the  chief  part. 
Thus  chloral  suppresses  the  principal  cause  of  the  contrac- 
tions. The  whole  importance  of  the  drug  lies  in  the  anal- 
gesia which  it  produces.  The  action  of  the  opium  must 
ftlso  be  tidten  into  account  in  the  case  above  cited,  M. 
Besnier  conchides  that  chloral  is  an  excellent  auxiliary  to 
opium,  when  the  hitter  proves  inefficacious,  —  Lomlon 
Medical  Record,  March  18th,  1873. 


Oat-Meal  Farina  as  a  Food  foe  Infants. — MM.  Beau- 
metz  and  Hardy  recommend  very  highly  the  use  of  oat-meal 
farina  in  tlie  feeding  of  young  children.  According  to  these 
gentlemen,  this  farina  resembles  human  milk  most  closely 
in  its  plastic  and  respiratory  elements,  and  contains^  in  ad- 
dition, iron  and  phosphate  of  lime.  It  has,  besides,  the 
property  of  preventing  or  arresting  the  diarrhcoa  which  so 
freqweutly  occurs  in  young  children.  Some  infants  of  four 
to  eleven  months,  who  were  fed  upon  this  farina,  were  found 
to  grow  equally  well  with  those  who  were  nourished  by  the 
milk  of  a  good  nurse. 


God's  ways  seem  very  slow  sometimes.  But  if  we 
bt*liove  in  (^od  we  should  possess  our  souls  in  patience. 
In  His  owjj  good  time  everything  will  come  right. 
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Mydriasis  of  the  Right  Eye— Persistent  Pupillary  Mem- 
brane of  the  Left  Eye- 


Minnie  Sclimidt,  tet.  thirteen  years,  of  910  Racine  street, 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin^  caBUully  attracted  my  attention  on 
Muy  26tli,  1874,  when  she  accompitnied  her  father^  who 
cajne  to  consult  me  about  liis  own  eyes.  The  iri^  of  her 
right  eye  m  reduced  to  a  rim  having  ahout  1.^  mm.  tu 
breadth  everywhere  except  at  itn  upper  portioiJ,  where  it 
is  ahfiost  reduced  to  nothing,  and  only  a  very  narrow  band 
can  be  detected  when  the  ball  h  directed  upward.  The 
larger  iris-circle  is  brown,  and  looks  normal,  except  being 
very  narrow  ;  the  sphincter  t^eems  to  be  wanting  entirely  ; 
in  itH  place,  the  iris  all  at  once  becomcB  very  thin,  slate- 
colored,  and  on  close  exandnHtiun  appears  slightly  fringy, 
especially  at  its  upper  part,  the  axisol'  the  fringes  running 
parallel  with  thu  pupillary  margin.  On  ilhnninating  the 
mydriatic  pupil  with  tlie  ophthalmoscope, several  punctate 
and  very  small  lineju'  opacitiep  can  be  made  nut»  situated 
in  the  anterior  capsnle  or  in  the  layers  of  the  lens  next 
tu  this  membrane.     The   backg round   is  normuL 

The  visual  power  of  this  eye  being  tned  w^ith  Snelliti^i? 
test  types,  it  was  found  to  be  about  20-50.  Tlie  girl  i.-* 
not  a  proficient  reader,  and  is  not  well  developed,  either 
mentally  or  physically  ;  she  looks  like  a  girl  ten  years  ohh 
Her  range  of  accommodation  is  normah  but  the  size  of 
the  diaphragm  does  not  show  the  slightest  change,  either 
on  the  influence  of  light  or  on  acconimodntory  efforts*  tltis 
being  a  demon  strati  o  ad  ornlos  for  me,  who  had  never  met 
with  a  similar  case  before,  that  the  spliincter  iridis  hag  no 
influence  whatever  on  accommodation.  Notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  size  of  the  pupil,  the  eyeball  is  not 
more  sensitive  to  bright  light  than  a  healthy  eye. 

The  iris  of  the  left  eye  does  not  show  any  deviation 
from  the  normal  standard  except  a  small  protrusion,  the 
size  of  a  millet  seed,  taking  its  origin  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  free  pupillary  margin  and  projecting  into  the  pupil- 
lary area.  It  is  not  adherent  to  tlie  lens,  as  can  be  read- 
ily made  out  when  the  pupil  is  set  moving  by  alternately 
covering  and  uncovering  it  with  the  hand,  A  more  strik- 
ing  feature  of  this  eye  is  a  brown,  disk -shaped  membrane, 
having  a  diameter  of  about  3  mm.,  apparently  composed 
of  a  net-work  of  very  fine  trabecula9,  being  thinner  in  the 
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middle  and  prefienting  a  fringy  circumference,  occapying 
the  centre  of  the  anterior  capsule  of  the  lens.  A  cHreFul 
search  does  not  reveal  the  slightest  connection  between 
this  membrane  and  the  iris?,  *^be  acuteiiess  of  vision  in 
this  eye  is  about  20-70,  somewhat  less  than  its  fellow. 
Tliis  figure  is  lessened  considerably  when  bright  light 
strikes  the  eye,  because  then  the  pupil  contracts  and  per- 
mits no  rays  through  parts  unobstructed  by  the  pupillary 
membrane-  A  few  very  small  pearly  dots  are  seen  scat- 
tered in  a  plane  somewhat  behind  tne  abnormal  mem- 
bratie. 

Examination  with  the  ophthalmoscope  is  only  possible 
when  atropine  is  used  in  order  to  dilate  the  pupil  ;  the 
fundus  w^as  then  found  healthy. 

The  father  of  the  girl  calls  the  difScnlty  with  the  left 
eye  a  "cataract,'^  and  says  that  the  girl  had  a  similar  *'  cat- 
aract" in  her  right  eye,  but  was  cured  by  an  old  woman. 
It  is  possible  thai  a  pupillary  membrane  had  persisted 
after  birth  in  this  eye  too,  and  has  since  undergone  absorp- 
tion, leaving  only  a  few  dotdike  opacities  which  I  have 
mentioned  above.  I  intend  to  watch  the  left  eye,  in  order 
to  detect  any  changes  going  on  io  the  pupillary  membrane. 

The  above  case  is  sufficiently  rare  to  justify  its  publica- 
tion ;  I  am  not  aware  that  a  similar  one  has  been  reported 
in  this  country* — The  Medical  and  Surgical  Beporter, 


Steam 


Treatment  of  Catarrh  of  the  Middle  Ear  smd 
Diminished  Secretion  of  Cerximen. 


BY  A.  K.  WHITEHEAD,  II-  D.,  BPBINGPIELD,  OHIO. 


During  the  past  year  I  have  treated  a  number  of  cases 
of  catarrh  of  the  middle  ear  and  diminished  secretion  of 
the  cernuiinous  glands  ;  and  without  giving  a  full  report  of 
the  treatment  of  these  cases,  I  will  make  a  few  statements 
relative  to  the  efficacy  of  the  vapor  of  warm  water  applied 
to  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum  by  means  of  the  Eustachian 
catheter,  for  diminished  secretion  of  the  ceruininous 
glands. 

The  first  cose  treated  was  a  man  aged  forty  years,  whose 
hearing  had  been  impaired  about.ten  years.  Upon  exam- 
ining the  external  ear,  the  auditory  canal  was  found  abnor- 
mally dry,  with  a  congested  and   thickened  condition  of 
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the  iiiembrana  tympaiii.  The  drj-ness  was  not  Hrtificial, 
as  110  iiistnimGnt  or  syringing  luul  been  used  to  remove 
the  waxp  I  snpposoJ  that  the  diminished  secretion  \va? 
caused  by  di^^ea^e  of  the  more  deeply  aitaated  parts  of  the 
eai%  and  the  vapor  of  warm  water  was  applied  to  the  mid* 
die  ear  of  the  right  side  by  meana  of  the  catheter,  and  the 
air*doiicho  was  used  for  the  ear  of  the  left  side.  After 
treatment  for  one  week  the  seerotion  of  eerutnen  of  the 
right  side  was  increased  to  as  much  as  would  be  expected 
in  a  normal  condition  of  the  parts,  while  the  secretion  of 
the  left  side  remained  unchanged  until  the  stenm  was  used, 
having  the  same  eft'ect  to  increase  the  secretion  of  cerumen 
as  upon  the  riglit  side. 

Tlie  result  of  the  treatment  of  this  case,  with  a  number 
of  other  similar  cases  which  have  come  under  my  charge 
during  the  pnst  year,  has  led  me  to  regard  steam  applied 
to  the  cavity  of  the  tyuipammi  as  a  valuable  remeily,  not 
only  for  catarrh  aini  impaired  hearing/biit  lur  diminished 
secretion  of  the  external  auditory  c^n  d.  I  also  tiiiuk  it 
confirms  to  some  extent  the  pn^valent  idea  that  afifectionB 
of  the  internal  ear  are  connected  with  the  diminution  of 
the  secretion  of  cerumen  ;  that  there  is  a  physiological 
unity  of  the  parts*  and  that  tlioy  stand  in  dependence  one 
upon  the  other, — Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer, 


Atrophy  op  the  Testicles  FOLLowiNrj  the  Use  op 
Large  Doses  of  Iodide  of  Potassium. — The  Gaz,  Afed  de 
Paris,  May  23,  p,  269,  quotes  from  the  PaMloif  Medico 
the  following  case  coming  under  the  notice  of  Dr.  Juan 
Lorn  on: 

A  man  of  27  had  suffered  from  various  manifestations  of 
syphilis,  among  others,  orchitis  and  paryngeal  ulcenitions. 
Under  the  influence  of  judicious  medication  by  means  of 
iodide  of  potassium  and  mercury,  all  signs  of  disease  disap* 
peared.  Al)out  a  year  later,  however,  some  ulceration 
appeared  on  the  pharynx,  and  the  patient,  taking  the  CJ^e 
iiito  his  own  hands,  dosed  himself  with  K^rge  quantities  of 
the  iodide.  The  ulcers  were  finally' healed,  hut  a  tsvolve- 
raoulh  later  lie  requested  Dr.  L»  to  examine  his  testicles. 
The  right,  on  inspection,  was  found  to  have  disappeared; 
the  left  was  about  the  size  of  an  almond.  Coition  was 
accompanied  by  pain,  erection  taking  place  slowly  and 
lasting  a  long  time.  The  duration  of  the  venereal  act  was 
much  prolonged,  and  no  emission  of  semen  took  place. 
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[The  Westkrk  Lancet  wiD,  in  future,  add  a  new  depurtment  to  its 
general  tiyatem,  qa  above  entitledp  and  will  collect  as  full  reports  ou  the 
subjects  embriiot^d  iu  tKa  departmetit  aa  can  be  »bt/tiined.  We  invite  the 
profesftiou  throughout  the  Stints  to  contribute, — Editor.] 

State  Board  of  Health— Reform  in  County  Hospitals. 


The  State  Board  of  Hwaltli  held  its  second  quarterly 
meeting  for  1874  on  tl*e  15th  of  July  in  Sticrauiento* 
There  were  present  Dr.  H.  Gibbons,  Presidenti  Drs.  Mont* 
goraery.  Stout,  and  the  permjment  Secretary,  Dr.  Logan. 
The  SecretHfv  made  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  Solano 
Oounty  Ho^spitul,  Icicated  at  Fairfield.  Souie  complaint^^ 
of  neglect  towards  a  patient  had  been  published,  which 
elicited  from  the  physicians  attending  the  hGs|>ital  an  invi- 
tation to  Dr.  Logan  to  visit  the  institution  and  investigate 
the  case.  The  physicians  in  charge  were  fully  exonerated, 
but  defects  more  radical  were  disclosed. 

The  inquiries  of  the  executive  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Health  informed  him  that  the  system  of  letting  out  the 
care  of  the  patients  to  the  lowest  bidder  was  rtif^orted  to  in 
Solano  County  ;  and  secondly,  that  the  tenement  called 
**  liospit^l "  was  a  worthless  building,  inadequate  to  the 
required  use.  Charity  thus  administered  is  a  mockery  : 
the  pittance,  little  as  it  is,  so  doled  out,  in  the  name  of  the 
people's  offering  to  their  own  poor,  is  a  *wa8te  of  public 
funds.  But,  in  this  case»  to  the  honor  of  the  liberal-minded 
gentlemen  of  the  Solano  Board  of  Supervisors,  they  dis- 
played, on  the  presentation  of  the  facts  by  Dr.  Logan,  the 
utmost  alacrity  to  correct  the  evils.  They  forthwith 
authorized  and  appropriated  funds  to  Dr.  Logan  to  employ 
au  architect  to  make  plans  arid  specifications  for  a  pavilion 
hoppital,  promising  to  select  an  appropriate  lot  for  the 
building.  They  will  probably  also  abandon  the  old  dis- 
carded contract  system  of  letting  out  the  indigent  of  the 
county  to  the  lowest  bidder,  unless  it  be  for  hospital  sup- 
plies only.     They  will  then  conform  lo  the  spirit  of  the 
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age  ;  an  J  enable  the  hoBorable  physicians  in  charge  to 
illustrffcte  its  humanity. 

The  modern  style  of  pavilion  hospital  permits  the  erec* 
tion  of  a  suitable  building  at  a  very  small  cost.  It  possesses 
all  the  requirements  on  a  compact  scale,  and  may  be  en- 
larged as  the  wants  of  the  time  demand.  The  fast  increas- 
ing population  and  wealth  of  Solano  County  may  well 
ioangurate  this  reform, — a  reform  which  has  the  further 
advantage  that  it  will  serve  as  a  highly  recommendatory 
precedent  for  every  otlier  county  in  the  State.  The  Lan- 
cet is  convinced  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  will  cheer- 
fully aid  with  hygienic  advice  as  regards  plans,  ventilation, 
water  supph%  etc.,  etc.,  any  such  reform?a  as  tlie  Supervisors 
of  other  counties  may  request. 


Circular. 


Office  State  Board  of  Health,  1 

Sacramento,  August  15th,  1874,     j" 
To  the  Sup:rviwrs  and  Hosjntal  Physicicms  of  the  various 
Counties  in  the  Stale : 

Complaints  having  reached  this  office  of  the  generally 
faulty  condition  and  mismanagement  of  our  County  Hos- 
pitals, I  have  been  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Board 
I  represent,  to  inquire  into  the  matter  and  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may,  in  my 
judgment,  seem  to  require.  Acting  upon  this  authority^  I 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  submit  this  circular  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Supervisors,  Pliysicians,  -  and  all  others 
interested. 

From  the  inquiries  instituted  it  appears  that  the  causeB 
of  complaint  are  found  not  only  in  the  structural  and 
dietetic  provisions  of  these  Hospitals,  but  also  in  their 
medical  admintatratiou.  In  several  instances  the  indigent 
sick  are  let  out,  per  capita^  to  the  lowest  bidder,  to  pro- 
vide   hospital     accommodations,    nursing,    diet,    medical 
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attendance  aftd  medicines.  That  such  a  system  of  econom- 
ical provisiou  for  the  sick  must  necessarily  lead  to  great 
abuso.s,  and  defeat  the  beneficent  object  for  which  these 
hospitals  are  designed,  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  clearly  establish.  In  one 
instance,  to  which  my  personal  attention  was  recently 
called,  the  rented  house,  used  as  a  County  Hospital,  was 
found  to  be  old,  dilapidated,  and  without  ventilation,  save 
nine  little  windows,  in  all,  distributed  in  the  six  Bmall 
rooms,  into  which  the  building  was  divided  up,  and  which 
did  not  afford  one-fourth  of  the  ahsdtdely  requisite  stirface- 
area  for  the  twenty-six  patients  crowded  therein.  The 
feeding,  nursing,  and  medical  attendance  and  medicines 
were  also  furnished  by  the  contract  system.  On  remon- 
strating with  the  Supervisors,  who  gave  me  a  hearing  at  u 
subsequent  visit,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
County  Physician,  these  Officials*  I  am  now  happy  to  say, 
csoon  became  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  the  system 
that  had  been  pursued.  Besides  promising  reform  in  the 
general  administration  of  hospitiil  matters,  they  fnlly 
authorised  me  to  have  such  building  plans  and  instructions 
prepared,  as  I  might  deem  necessary  for  the  indigent  sick, 
at  the  expense  of  the  County.  Believing  that  the  case 
cited  is  one  among  raimy,  in  which  the  same  grievances 
obtain,  and  which,  a  little  exertion  on  the  part  of  the 
physicians  aiid  all  others  interested,  is  calculated  to  redress, 
I  have  thought  it  expedient  to  present  briefly  the  argu- 
ments then  adduced,  in  connection  with  otiier  matters 
which  the  object  of  this  circular  suggests. 

It  is  tuken  ftvr  granted,  that  the  reason  for  the  establish- 
ment of  County  Hospitals,  is  that,  by  aggregation,  the  sick 
may  be  restored  to  health  at  a  minimum  cost,  because  of 
the  relatively  small  num1>er  of  nurses,  physicians,  and 
other  attendants  that  siiffiee  for  their  care  and  treatment. 
Now  the  principles  which  underlie  this  proposition,  both 
from  an  economic  and  humane  point  of  view,  and  to  the 
enforcement  of  which  all  other  considerations  should  be 
subservient,  exact,  that  the  sick  shall  be,  by  this  means, 
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restored  to  health  ats  speedily  as  possible,  aod,  abo^re  all» 
that  tlie  Hospital  ghall  do  the  fiick  no  harm.  This  latter 
conditiijn,  which  was  first  enuuciated  by  Floreuce  Kight- 
ingale,  several  years  ago,  is  predicated  upon  the  fact,  that 
it  not  unfrequeiitly  occurs  that  patients  enter  hospitals 
with  simple  diseased,  or  trivial  injuries,  and  contract 
therein  other,  and  more  lingering  maladies  of  which  they 
often  die*  Thus  the  efficiency  of  a  hospital  is  found,  not 
in  the  Urge  proportion  of  sick  restored  to  health,  but  in 
the  average  time  that  has  been  required  for  this  object, 
A  hospital  which  restored  all  its  sick  to  health  after  an 
average  of  three  months'  treatment,  cannot  be  considered 
so  well  adapted  to  its  purposes  aj*  a  hospital  which  dis. 
charged  all  its  sick  recovered  in  as  many  weeks. — 
Besides  this  test,  sanitariaus  and  others  who  have 
devoted  their  attention  to  hospital  reform,  maintain  that 
the  origin  and  spread  of  diseases  iu  a  hospital,  such  ae 
typhoid  fever,  erysipelas,  hospital-gangrene  and  pyasmia 
generally,  are  much  better  proofs  of  the  defective  qualities 
of  a  hospital  proper,  than  its  statistics.  The  defects^  t0 
which  such  accidental  diseases  are  attributable,  are  found 
to  consist  in  unfavorable  sites,  improper  plans,  bad  sewer- 
age, want  of  ventilation  and  overcrowding  ;  and  it  is  to 
these  important  points,  on  which  the  efficiency  of  all  hos- 
pital treatment  depends,  that  I  wish  to  call  special  atten* 
tioD.  The  wards  of  a  hospital  are  unlike  every  portion  of 
an  ordinary  dwelling,  occupied  day  and  night,  inasmuch  as 
in  addition  to  the  usual  excretions,  which  are  constantly 
escaping  from  the  system  through  the  lungs  and  skin,  and 
which  even  in  health  are  deleterious  elements,  become  in 
disease  more  actively  and  even  specifically  poisonous. 
Suppurating  surfaces  throw  into  the  air  pus-cells  iu  a  state 
of  decay — special  diseases  give  out  their  special  poisona, 
while  the  faecal  and  urinary  discharges,  from  so  large  a 
proportion  of  persons,  add  their  foul  influence  to  the  decom* 
posing  organic  matters,  and  make  them  still  more 
daugerous. 

The  result  of  all  this  is  that  a  pernicious  atmosphere 
accumulates,    w^hich,    if    not  continuously    and    rapidly 
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removed  by  adequate  ventilation,  sewerage  and  cleansing, 
soon  pervades  every  purt  of  tliL^  buildinc;,  and  after  a 
longer  or  shorter  period,  depending  upon  the  anion nt  of 
air*apace  to  each  patient  and  the  ventilation  and  cleanlinesa* 
observed — the  floor,  walls,  furniture  and  bedding  become 
saturated  with  a  miasm,  which  is  capable  of  poisoning  a 
large  percentage  of  the  inmates,  and  which,  if  it  does  not 
inflict  other  diseftses  than  the  one  for  wliieh  they  were 
admitted,  at  all  events  losvers  the  vital  force,  and  prolongs 
the  original  malady* 

Now  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  most  of  our 
Connty  Hospitals,  which  have  been  constructed  without  a 
thought  as  to  cite,  drainage,  ventilation  or  the  prere- 
quisite cubic  space  of  air  to  each  patient,  are  precisely  in 
a  condition  presenting  all  the  dangerous  qualities  alluded 
to*  Prom  such  considerations,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
advanced  views  of  those  who  have  studied  the  subject  of 
hospitahsm,  it  becomes  imperiously  necessary  to  provide  a 
radical  remedy — and  that  remedy  consists  in  the  abandon- 
ment of  all  contaminated  hospitals — in  fact,  of  all  hospitals 
which  have  been  in  service  more  than  ten  years,  and  the 
construction  of  entirely  new  buildings,  with  all  the  essen- 
tial requirements.  Fortunately  it  so  happens,  as  an  addi- 
tional incentive  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  end,  that  the 
most  economical  mode  of  hospital  construction  has  proved 
to  be  the  safest  for  the  sick.  What  is  now  the  Ho-called 
Pavilion-hospital,  boilt  entirely  of  wood,  and  calculated  for 
only  ten  or  fifteen  years  use,  is  everywhere  superseding 
,  the  substantial  and  costly  hospitals  which  were  wont  to  be 
built  as  '*  monuments  for  all  time ''  of  a  charitable  com- 
munity. 

Without  extending  these  remarks  to  an  inappropriate 
length  at  this  time,  and  inasmuch  as  it  is  proposed  to  pub- 
lish in  the  next  Biennial  Report  of  this  Board,  full  instruc- 
tions, illustrated  by  plans,  for  the  construction  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  kind  of  hospital  here  advocatedi  I  will  simply 
refer  to  the  recently  erected  City  and  County  Hospital  of 
San  Francisco,  as  an  example.     A  plan,  conforming  in  all 
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essential  particulars  to  this  Pavilion-hospital,  which  is 
built  of  redwood,  has  been  adopted  bj  ihe  Supervisors  of 
Solano  County,  consisting  of  two  detached  wards  of  one 
Btory  in  height,  capable  of  accommodating  tweniy-six 
patients,  and  connected  by  an  open  piazza  with  the  appro- 
ate  offices  and  other  rooms,  which  when  constructed,  will 
not  cost  over  $8,000*  The  architect,  Mr.  A.  A.  Cook,  of 
Sacramento,  who  has  prepared  this  plan  under  my  imme- 
diate supervision,  will  modify  it  to  accommodate  any 
number  of  patients,  be  it  more  or  less,  if  called  upon  to  do 
80,  at  a  very  moderate  charge.  I  respectfully  urge  this 
method  upon  the  attention,  especially  of  all  our  County 
Phyaiciansj  as  one  dictated  by  every  humane  conside ration » 
and  calculated  to  do  justice  as  well  to  the  sick  and  suffering, 
as  to  their  medical  treatment.  To  faciliate  the  procurement 
of  statistics,  ou  which  to  predicate  an  opinion  as  to  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  remedial  results  of  each  liospital, 
suituhlo  blank  forms  have  been  prepared,  which  it  is 
requested  will  be  returned,  properly  filled  out,  quarterly 
to  this  office.  Thomas  M*  Logan,  M.D., 

Permanent  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health* 


Califomia  State  Board  of  Health. 


At  a  quarterly  meetinc^  of  this  Board,  held  July  15th, 
1874,  a  letter  from  H.  I.  Bowditch,  M.D.,  Chairman  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts,  was  read,  aunounc* 
ing  tlie  death  of  treorge  Derby,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  and  the 
following,  offered  by  Dr.  Logan,  was  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  unwelcome  intelligence  has  reached  this 
Board  of  the  death  of  our  esteemed  collaborator — the  per- 
manent Secretary  of  the  first  State  Board  of  Health  estab- 
lished in  the  United  States  ;  therefore  be  it 

liesolvedy  That  our  permanent  Secretary  enter  upon  our 
record  the  high  estimation  in  which  the  deceased  was  held 
by  the  California  Board,  and  the  regret  we  feel  for  the  lo»8 
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of  Dr.  Derby  to  the  profession,  and  especially  to  sanitary 
science. 

Besdved,  That  a  copy  of  this  minule  be  sent  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts,  and  also  to  our  medical 
I  journals,  for  publication. 

Thomas  M*  Logan,  M.D., 
Permanent  Secretary  California  State  Board  of  Health. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 
Board  of  Health, 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Health  wag  held 
yesterday  forenoon.  A  communication  was  read  from  Dr. 
jawlor,  Resident  Physician  of  the  City  and  County  Hos- 
^pital,  complaining  that  the  new  contractor  for  the  supply 
of  drugs  and  medicines,  last  week  sent  to  the  hospital 
various  drugs  which,  in  his  judgment,  did  not  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  schedule.  He  therefore  ordered  them 
returned,  and  called  upon  the  druggist  and  gave  his  reasons 
for  so  doing.  He  also  complains  that  he  has  been  embar- 
rnssed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee. 

After  some  discussion  the  matter  waa  referred  to  the  City 
and  County  Attorney  for  bis  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
contractor  is  bound  to  furnish  Tilden*8  or  Suire's  extracts 
under  the  schedule. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  recommending  to  the  Super- 
visors to  increase  the  salary  of  Dr.  Foster,  of  the  Small* 
pox  Hospital,  to  $100  per  month. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  other  unimportant  busi- 
ness the  Board  adjourned.  ^ — AUu^  July  3lst. 

Vienna,  August  Ist. — ^The  International  Sanitary  Con- 
gress has  closed  its  session. 


Life  is  a  book  in  which  we  every  day  read  a  page. 
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Abstract  &om  the  Reports  of  Beatha  and  their  Oanses  in  the  following 
Cities  and  Towns  in  OaUfomia,  May,  1874, 


I  AMD  T0WK8« 


San  Fran  CISCO 

Sacramento 

Petal  uma 

Dixon 

Stockton 

Marysville.  *.,*.. 

Place  nil  Its ,.. 

San  Diego 

OroviUe  .......  * 

Lo8  Angeles. . . . . 

Trackee  

St.  Helena 

Napa  City  .,,..,, 

Watson  ville. 

Folaom 

iSanta  Cruz  .    ... 
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BemarJcs — Small-pox,  of  which  mention  was  made  in 
previous  remarks,  has  proved  incapable,  as  then  predicted, 
of  disseminating  its  invisible  ferment — the  dessicated  air 
of  our  dry  season  being  uncongenial  to  its  lif«.  This  circum- 
etance  should  not,  however,  induce  us  to  relax  in  our 
efforts  to  stamp  out  the  disease,  before  the  wet  reason 
arrives  to  give  an  impulse  to  its  activity.     Judging  from 
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the  large  proportion  of  deaths  in  Stockton  from  scarlatina, 
it  would  seem  that  tliis  disease,  which  has  been  so  long 
prevailing  in  San  Francisco,  huji  assumed  the  epidemic 
form  also  in  the  former  locality.  It  will  be  observed  that 
in  none  other  of  the  above-named  places  in  tlie  table,  has 
scarlet  fever  proved  fatal  this  month*  In  furtherance  of 
the  plan  proposed  by  us,  we  have  to  acknowledge  reports 
uf  cases  of  sickness,  for  the  month  of  May,  hy  Dr*  J.  Brad- 
ford Cox,  of  Healdsburg,  and  Dr.  C.  F.  Nichell,  of  St. 
Helena  and  Calistoga*  In  the  former  instance,  among  a 
population  of  about  3,500,  scattered  over  some  100  square 
mile3,96ca8es  of  sickness  were  noted,  of  which  two  died:  one 
from  idiopathic  erysipelas,  and  one  from  softening  of  the 
brain.  There  was  no  prevailing  type  of  disease.  In  the 
latter  instance,  among  a  population  of  2,500,  in  an  area  of 
about  20  square  miles,  49  cases  of  sickness  are  reported,  of 
which  two  died  :  one  from  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  the 
other  from  abscess  of  the  lungs,  The  usual  varieties  of 
disease  were  represented.  Such  reports  will  prove  very 
valuable  in  establishing  '*sickness-rates,"  if  kept  .np  contin- 
noiisly;  and  we  hope  other  correspondents  will  follow  suit. 
Proper  blank  forms  will  be  promptly  furnished  to  all  who 
may  apply  for  them.  Thomas  M.  Logan,  M.D., 

Permanent  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health* 


Chorea  in  the  Negro,— Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  a  communication  to  the  Medical  aiid  Smyical 
Reporter,  says  that  in  a  large  clinical  experience  he  has 
never  met  with  a  case  of  chorea  in  a  colored  child,  nor  have 
any  of  the  physicians  who  have  favored  him  with  their  own 
experience.  From  some  portions  of  tlie  South  he  received 
a  like  negative  answer.  He  asks  the  profession  for  informa- 
tion on  the  following  points  : 

1.     If  chorea  is  seen  in  dark  colored  children, 

%     If  it  [prevails  more  among  mulattoes. 

3.  If  it  is  very  frequent  or  not  in  the  South  among 
whites,  and  at  what  seasons  it  occurs,  or  tends  to  recur. 


Monthly  Report  of  Deaths  Registered  in  San  Francisco  during 

June,  1874. 
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Editorial. 


Etlitarial 

Medical  Diplomas. 


The  endowment  by  the  General  Government  of  the 
Unitod  States  of  the  University  of  Cullfornia,  with  ample 
funds  wherewith  to  establish  a  State  Educational  Institu- 
tion ;  its  now  permanent  foundation  ;  the  respect  now 
universally  accorded  to  it ;  and  the  cordial  support  and  en- 
coura;2:ement  it  receives  from  the  people,  as  expressed 
through  the  Legislaturo  of  the  State,  should  render  the 
University  of  California  the  most  reliable  arbiter  in  the 
great  educational  system  iu  which  the  welfiire  of  the  people 
18  concerned.  Inaugurated  by  the  people,  to  it  will  the 
people  look  for  counsel  ;  paid  for  by  the  people,  in  it  they 
will  place  their  confidence.  Until  the  population  of  the 
State  becomes  so  great  as  to  be  too  cumbersome  for  on© 
Institution  to  managei  the  one  University  should  suffice  for 
the  educational  degrees  which  are  represented  by  a  diploma 
emanating  fr(.»m  a  chartered  college.  Such  a  diploma 
should  receive  from  the  people  a  higher  consideration  than 
diplomas  issued  from  any  other  source. 

Unauthorized,  and  uninvited  by  any  authority  whatever, 
the  Lancet  will,  of  its  own  preference,  advocate  this  view. 
For  the  time  being,  at  any  rate,  we  believe  that  one  Uni- 
versity, as  the  exponent  of  the  educational  system  in  all 
its  departments,  and  the  choice  of  the  people,  should  suf- 
fice. We  further  believe  that  the  Legislature  would  begt 
subserve  the  public  interest  by  withholding  in  the  future 
the  issue  of  charters  to  any  other  colleges.  Let  the  par- 
ent protect  its  own.  In  this  there  is  nothing  aristocrat ic 
or  arbitrary. 

The  education  of  the  present  day  calls  for  immense  ex* 
pense  in  its  dispensation.  Special  departments  require 
special  appliances.  And  nearly  all  demand  the  aid  of 
costly  instruments  for  their  illustration. 

A  simple  lecture-room  is  no  longer  sufficient  for  the  dis- 
play of  object- teaching,  nor  can  the  education  of  scientific 
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facts  bo  made  lastiug  on  the  memory  and  interesting  to 
tlio  miod,  without  visucil  illustnLtions  to  strengthen  them 
there. 

The  Uoiversity,  with  its  immense  endowment,  is  alone 
able  to  furnish  these  resources.  Universal  education  now- 
a-days  is  a  vaat  engine,  composed  ut'  many  partSj  co-operat- 
ing to  instruct  and  guide  the  nation.  It  is  the  motive 
power  which  vitalizes  the  will  of  man.  Without  it  a 
genuine  Republic  can  not  exint.  Ignorance  is  the  parent 
of  Commuuisra, 

Over  the  exponents  of  edncation  in  medicine,  therefore, 
in  the  State,  the  University  may  have  an  eye.  and  to  its 
supervision  the  question  of  medical  diplomas  may,  for  the 
benefit  of  all  seriously  interested,  be  safely  intrusted. 

In  accordance  with  this  general  idea,  we  venture  to  sug- 
gest, and  even  solicit,  that  the  Regents  of  the  University 
t^e  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  opening  a  general 
register,  or  record  of  medical  diplomas  for  the  whole 
State, 

This  register  should  be  accessible  to  the  public  when  it 
may  be  desirable  to  examine  into  the  authenticity  of  the 
diploma  of  any  person  practicing  medicine  in  the  State. 
We  propose,  thereby;  that  every  physician  in  the  State 
shall  be  invited,  with  only  nominal  expense  to  himself,  to 
submit  his  diploma  to  the  inspection  of  the  University, 
and  have  the  same  recorded  in  the  register,  and  receive  a 
certificate  of  the  fact.  By  the  University  is  meant  an 
officer  authorized  by  the  Regents,  Vjut  not  the  medical 
department  of  the  University.  It  will  be  preferable  for 
each  physician  to  present  bis  diploma  in  person,  but  if  he 
be  bleated  too  remotely,  he  may  record  it  in  the  County 
Recorder's  office,  and  send  a  csopy  certified  by  himself  and 
a  Notary  Public.  In  this  manner  may  every  physician  in 
the  State,  no  matter  from  what  country  he  comes  from, 
place  his  credentials  before  the  public  without  compromis- 
ing his  professional  dignity,  and  receive  full  honor  to  his 
diploma  without  any  furtlier  medical  examination. 

Let  the  University  adopt  this  course,  and  the  faculty  of 
its  medical    department  cheerfully  lead  the   van  in  this 
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registration.  At  the  next  sefision  of  tlie  Legislature  a  statute 
may  be  passed  making  the  registration  an  indispensable 
legal  necessity,  and  applying  a  severe  penalty  to  any  who 
shall  practice  medicine  in  the  State  \sithoiit  a  collegiate 
diploma.  The  present  medical  faculty  of  the  University 
will  then  satisfactorily  prove  the  validity  of  their  right  to 
hold  their  present  position.  To  such  a  tribunal,  every  * 
phytician,  honorably  practicing  his  profession,  may  cheer- 
fally.  and  enhancing  td  his  dignity,  submit  his  claim  to 
public  confidence* 

We  hope  no  physician  in  the  State  w*ill  condescend  to 
submit  his  credentialii  to  any  self-constituted  authority,  or 
any  less  important  tribunal. 

We  do  not  presume  to  enter  into  all  the  details  of  such 
a  system,  but  certain  it  is  that  an  officer  or  officers  so 
selected  by  the  Regents  of  the  University  from  their  own 
body,  would  quickly  become  experts  in  judging  the  genu- 
ineness of  both  liome  and  foreign  diplomas.  The  system 
would  be  someweat  onerous  to  the  profesaiou  in  its  inau- 
guration, but  this  trouble  would  lose  its  importance  when 
compared  with  the  immense  advantage?!  to  be  obtained  in 
the  present  excited  state  of  pnblic  feeling  on  the  subject 
of  medical  diplomas. 


The  University  of  G-iessen. 


Before  we  throw  stones,  let  us  fortify  our  own  glass 
houses.  It  is  well  understood  in  the  medical  profession^ 
that  many  of  our  chartered  Colleges  throughout  the  Union, 
from  the  very  easy  terras  upon  which  they  issue  diplomas^ 
and  the  feebleness  of  the  institution,  both  as  regards 
the  capacity  of  its  faculty  to  teach,  and  limited  financial 
resources,  are  significantly  termed  '*  doctor  mills  ;"  and 
to  them  is  attributable  much  of  the  inefSciency  com- 
plained of  by  the  public,  of,  a  goodly  number  of  diploma- 
bearing  doctors- 
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The  University  of  Giessen,  one  of  Germany's  most 
ancient  foundations  of  leanxing^  is  a  school  of  philosophy, 
hiw,  and  theolojt^y,  us  well  as  of  medicine.  It  was  founded 
in  1607.  Ill  1858,  there  were  380  pnpila  attending  its 
lectures.  The  library  contained  36,000  volumes*  It  pos* 
sesses  an  observatory  and  a  botanical  garden.  The  world- 
renowned  Liebbg  established  in  this  University,  bis  famous 
school  of  chemistr3^  Prior  to  1851  its  class  of  students  was 
larger  thau  at  present,  owing  lo  the  fact  that  its  Roman 
Catholic  faculty  retired  and  became  located  in  Mayeiice. 
Hence,  whatever  derelictions  as  exceptional  cases  may 
have  occurred,  its  honored  diplomas  date  from  1607  to  the 
present  time. 

This  old  University  of  Giessen,  however^has  rightfully 
enough  fallen  into  disrefiute  out  of  its  Fatherland,  and 
bears  the  disgraceful  stigma  of  selling  diplomas  to  any 
purchaser  without  questioning  his  medical  attainments. 
Let  us  endeavor  to  analyze  this  question  and  search  its 
truth. 

The  University  of  Giessen  we  believe  to  be  one  of  the 
oldest  in  Germany,  and  to  possess  a  Faculty  of  highly  com- 
petent professors.  It  draws  to  its  halls  a  largo  class  of 
students  whose  diplomas  are  honored  in  Germany.  This 
University,  liko  others  in  Germany,  issues  diplomas  under 
several  different  conditions  :  Ist.  Its  regular  diploma  to 
students  who  fulfil  their  curriculum  in  that  College.  2d. 
To  students  who  show  certificates  from  other  colleges 
of  advancement  in  their  medical  education,  and  perform  a 
part  of  their  own  curriculum,  3d,  To  students  who  show 
certificates  of  advanced  proficiency  from  any  foreign  col- 
lege and  will  submit  to  and  endure  their  own  examination 
for  a  degree. 

This  examiuatioD  may  bo  obtained  in  a  single  day,  or 
after  a  few  weeks  residence  in  Giessen*  The  examining 
ordeal  may  be  conducted  in  any  language,  Orientalists  from 
Asia,  Hebrews  and  Greeks,  who  only  speak  the  modern  dia- 
lect of  Iheir  country,  the  Latin  nations,  the  English  and 
French,  will  all  find  linguists  to  examine  them  in  their  na- 
tive tongues. 
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The  expense  of  this  diploma  is  aboat  one  hundred  dollars, 
which  is  very  high,  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  is  the 
fee  which  was  required  in  Germany  before  the  flood  of 
California  and  Australian  gold  raised  the  prices  of  all  things 
in  Europe. 

4th.  A  diploma  designated  'Un absentia"  This  is  the 
diploma  which  has  caused  disgrace  to  fall  upon  the  other- 
wise honored  halls  of  Giessen.  To  obtain  it,  it  is  necessary 
to  forward  an  original  medical  essay,-  to  prove  capacity, 
and  certificates  or  personal  assurances  of  some  influential 
party,  of  the  candidate's  ability,  and  to  pay  a  certain  stip- 
ulated fee,  how  much  or  how  little,  we  do  not  know. 

These  requirements,  so  open  to  fraud  and  forgery,  and 
the  partiality  of  friends,  cannot  be  easily  tested  by  the 
faculty  of  Giessen,  and  hence  it  is  that,  from  this  variety  of 
diploma,  so  many  impostures  of  foreign  source  are  inflicted 
upon  the  American  public;  and,  we  learn,  still  more  freely 
in  some  other  countries. 

These  diplomas  from  Giessen,  moreover,  bear  upon  their 
face,  this  qualifying  designation,  and  any  expert  in  German 
diplomas  recognizes  the  difference.  It  is  in  this  manner 
that  the  faculty  of  Giessen  defends  its  character  by  ex- 
pressing on  the  face  of  its  diploma  the  conditions  of  its 
issue. 

We  can  now  see  that,  after  all,  the  University  of  Giessen 
is  constituted  on  the  same  foundation,  more  or  less  legiti- 
mate, as  are  the  colleges  of  pur  own  country.  The  ordeal  of 
examination  is  probably  more  diflScult  than  the  "rigorosum'J 
of  many  of  our  colleges,  and  especially  in  obtaining  the 
diploma  we  have  named  under  the  3d  class  of  conditions. 

Doubtless,  it  is  owing  to  the  abuses  of  the  terms  on 
which  the  diploma  "  in  absentia"  could  be  obtained,  that 
since  1866,  that  privilege  has  been  suppressed  in 
Germany. 


Hold  every  day  solitary  converse  with  yourself. 
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We  have  received  the  memorial  adJress  of  Professor 
J,  W.  Hatch,  M*D,,  in  memory  of  Edward  M.  Curtis,  M* 
D.,  deceased,  read  before  the  Sacramento  Soeiety  for 
Medical  Improvement*  Its  length  precludes  republica- 
tion, and  mention  of  Dr,  Curtis^  demise  has  already  been 
made  in  the  Lancet  ;  but  the  address  is  warra  with  the 
merited  prais^e  of  affectionate  friends^  and  is  an  elegant 
tribute  to  his  moral  worth  and  professional  ability. 

The  best  proof  of  his  intellectual  worth  is  derived  from 
his  rapid  promotion  in  tl^e  army  from  the  rank  of  a  private 
8oIdier»  in  the  1st  Vermont  Regiment,  to  that  of  Brigade 
and  Division  Surgeon  of  the  4th  Vermont  Infantry. 

The  patriotism  ivhich  inspired  and  conducted  him 
'through  the  war  of  his  country  was  again  illustrated  by 
his  devotion  in  the  more  protracted  war  of  his  profession 
against  disease  and  death. 


A  Case  of  Complete  Stricture  ol  the  Large  Intestine. 


BY  K.  T.  STABECK,  M,  D.,   DAVIS,  ILL. 


Mrs.  A.,  cTt.  40  years,  was  treated  for  ante  version  of  the 
aterns  for  the  past  two  years.  For  two  months  she  wore 
one  of  Mclntosn'a  supporters,  but  without  any  satisfactory 
results.  Last  October  she  was  tronhled  with  constipation 
of  the  bowels,  and  began  to  use  various  pills  put  up  by 
.patent-medicine  men,  witli  the  result  of  irritating  the  mu- 
"cons  membrauH  of  hcr^r  stomach  and  intestines.  This 
trouble  increased  up  to  January,  1874.  At  times  she 
would  be  very  constipated^  and  could  pass  nothing  without 
the  use  of  violent  purgatives.  There  were  also  more  or 
less  swelling  and  tenderness  on  pressure.  The  sympt<ira8 
increa?*L^d,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  February  she  was  seri- 
ously ill.    There  were  very  great  tympanitiesand  frequenf 
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vomiting ;   tbod  beiug   thruwu  up  almust  always  two  or 
tlirtje  liours  after  it  was  taken. 

Catlmrtica  and  injections  were  administered,  but  gave 
DO  relief.  *  For  a  period  of  two  months  she  had  no  passage 
from  her  bowels.  For  seven  months  she  vomited  feces 
every  day.  She  failed  gradually,  bnt  without  apparent 
inflatiimation  of  the  peritoneum  or  inte^itines,  and  ared  in 
March  from  exhaustion.  Pot* t-mor tern  examination  re- 
vealed a  complete  stricture  at  the  angle  of  the  transverse 
and  descending  colon,  where  there  was  a  fibroid  growth, 
not  ulcerated,  and  apparently  springing  from  the  coats  of 
the  intestines. — Slediral  Times, 


Longevity  op  Medical  Men. — The  London  Medical 
Times  and  Oaztdit  lately  argued  ihat  medical  men  iu  Eng- 
land stand  high  on  tlie  scale  of  longevity.  The  united 
ages  of  twenty-eight  physicians  who  died  h^st  year  amount 
to  2,354  years,  giving  an  average  of  more  than  84  years  to 
each.  The  youngest  of  the  number  was  80,  the  oldest  93; 
two  others  were  92  and  89  respectively  ;  three  were  87, 
and  four  were  86  each,  Sir  Henry  Holland  being  one  of  the 
latter.  There  were  also  more  than  fifty  wliose  average  age 
was   between    74  and   75  years.^ — Mediccd    and    Stttyical 
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A  Treatise  on  Food  and  Dietetics — Physiologicallt 

AND  ThRRAPEUTICATXY  CONSIDERED.       Bv  R  W.    PaVV, 

M,D.,  F.R.S.;  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians ;  Physcian  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Pliysiology  at 
Guy's  Hospital,  Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea;  San 
Francisco:  A.  Roman  &  Co* 

Pavy,  whose  name  is  donbtless  familiar  to  most  medical 
readers,  has  produced  in  the  book  before  us  a  work  much 
needed,  it  being  a  "  systematic  treatise  on  food*''  Much 
has  heretofore  been  written  on  this  subject,  but  never 
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before  bad  eo  systematic  and  thorough  a  result  of  mature 
thought  and  experience  been  given  to  the  profeaaional 
world*  A  perusal  of  tlie  pages  of  **  Pa^^}*^  on  Pood  "  will 
amply  repay  all,  but  none  so  much  or  richly  as  the  medical 
practitioner. 

This  subject  has  never  received  that  attention  by  the 
physician  its  importance  demands,  and  yet  no  true  physi- 
cian fails  to  appreciate  the  value  of  a  proper  attention  to 
dietetics  in  the  sick-room  ;  and  now  that  so  simple  and  yet 
scientific  a  work  as  the  one  before  us  has  been  furnished, 
no  excuse  can  be  given  for  tliat  ignorance  which ♦  we  regret 
to  say,  has  characterized  the  profession  in  this  direction  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  medical  man  in  the  coun- 
try will  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  offered  of  studying 
the  subject  thoroughly.  No  medical  library  can  be  con- 
sidered complete  now  without  a  copy  of  Pavy  on  its 
shelves*  » 


Inflammation  op  the  Lungs,  Tubercitlosis  and  CoNstiMP- 
TiON.  Twelve  Lectures.  By  Dr,  Ludwig  Buhl,  Pro- 
fessor of  Pathological  Anatomy  and  General  Pathology 
in  the  University  of  Munich,  etc.»  etc.  Translated  by 
permission,  from  the  second  German  edition^  by  Mat- 
thew D.  Mann  and  Samuel  B.  St.  John,  M.D.  New 
York  :  G.  P.  Patnam^s  Sons  ;  San  Francisco  :  Payot, 
Upham  &  Co. 

Since  the  publication  of  Niemeyer's  work  on  similar  sub- 
jects, we  have  seen  no  book  presenting  so  many  points  of 
interest  as  the  one  before  us,  treating  of  consumption  and 
pneiiraonirt.  Indf^ed,  it  would  seem  that  the  peculiar  views 
advanced  by  Nieraeyer  have  led  in  some  measure  to  the 
publication  of  Professor  Buhl's  book.  The  ideas  advanced 
by  Niemeyer  excited  comment  and  research  in  Germany 
amongst  the  savans  of  the  profession,  and  the  volume 
before  us  contains  views  and  arguments  not  before  pre- 
sented to  the  world.  The  same  interest  that  has  been 
exhibited  in  behalf  of  Niemeyer  we  bespeak  for  Professor 
Buhl's  work,  which,  though  a  volume  of  but  one  hundred 
and  six  pages,  yet  is  full  of  interest,  and  should  be  read  by 
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every  man  who  wishes  to  be  well  informed  on  the  all-im- 
portant subjects  of  pneumonia,  tuberculosis  and  consump- 
tion. 


Transactions  op  the  Medical  Society  op  the  State  op 
Calipornia  por  1874. 

This  work  appeared  July  16th,  1874.  Reviewers  are 
solicited  in  the  Report  of  the  Publication  Committee  to  be 
very  economical  of  their  toxophilithic  "armaturb."  Surely 
a  kind  word  in  time  is  soothing.  The  etherized  Titans  will 
subside  into  a  cZi/fce/arme?ife  anaesthesia,  and  refrain  from 
their  proclivity  to  saxalithic  jactation.  The  Lancet,  there- 
fore, is  somnolent  upon  the  aesthetic  taste  displayed  in  the 
vignettes  which  illustrate  the  work. 

The  State  Society  numbers  242  members.  The  present 
volume  of  Transactions  contains  seventeen  valuable  re- 
ports of  committees  and  original  contributions.  There  are 
ten  standing  committees,  with  a  corps  of  fifty  workers, 
exclusive  of  the  Committees  of  Arrangements  and  Publica- 
tion. About  one-fifth,  therefore,  of  the  members  are 
•  engaged  in  active  duty.  This  force  should  ensure  a  rich 
harvest  for  the  next  annual  meeting. 

No  abstract  of  the  very  interesting  reports  will  be 
attempted,  because  we  consider  that  every  regular  mem- 
ber of  the  profession  ought  to  feel  it  his  duty  to  become  a 
member  of  the  State  Society,  and  thus  ensure  to  himself 
the  articles  in  full.  We  hence  refer  those  who  desire  the 
information  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society.  When  meas- 
ures of  utility  to  the  public  or  the  medical  profession  are 
called  for,  it  is  mainly  through  the  Legislature  that  their 
enactment  can  be  obtained,  and  the  voice  of  the  whole  pro- 
fession heard  as  a  unit,  through  thje  State  Medical  Society, 
would  not  fail  to  possess  great  influence  over  the  mind  of 
a  legislative  body.  It  is  in  the  interest  not  only  of  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  individually,  but  of  the  public,  of 
Science  and  of  philanthropy,  that  every  medical  man  in  the 
State  should  associate  himself  with  the  State  Medical 
Society. 


WESTBEN"  LANCET: 

A  JOURNAL  OF 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SCIENCE. 

FOB  SEPTEMBER,  1874. 


©rigpmal  gJammumcatiatts* 

Case  of  Ovariotomy. 


BY  JOHN   SCOTT,  M.  D. 
Surgeon-in-Chief  Galifomia  State  Womaas'  Hoapital. 
^Reported  by  QsoBaB  Chismore,  M.  D.,  Hoom  PhTiloUa.] 


Mrs.  E.  B. ^»t.  34  ;  admitted  July  7th,  1874 ;  Dane; 

machine  sewer;  married  twice;  first  time,  eleven  years  ago; 
lost  her  husband  in  three  months  ;  married  again  in  1868  ; 
three  children;  one  by  first  husband  :  last  pregnant  five 
years  ago  ;  no  abortions;  last  medical  attendant  Dr.  0.  0. 
Burgess. 

State  on  admission — Rather  tall;  sallow,  muddy  complex- 
ion ;  "  Ovarian  facies"  well  marked  ;  extremely  emaciated; 
habits  good;  skin  soft;  extremities  cold  ;  subject  to  pro- 
fuse perspiration  ;  no  glanduLir  swelling,  ulcers,  eruptions 
or  varicose  veins;  some  oedema  of  the  ankles;  no  mam- 
mary areolae.  Abdomen  enormously  distended  ;  measuring 
from  ensiform  cartilage  to  umbilicus,  16^  inches;  from 
umbilicus  to  symphysis  pubis,  11^  inches;  from  ant.  sup. 
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sp.  processes  of  each  ilium  to  umbilicus,  12^  inches;  girth 
at  umbilical  level  43  inches  ;  3  inches  above  umbilicus,  46 
inches  ;  through  the  thin  abdonainal  walls  a  large  tumor 
fixed  by  very  extensive  adhesions  could  be  felt ;  palpation 
and  percussion  clearly  sbowecj  it  to  be  divided  into  a  solid 
mass  above,  and  a  large  cyst  below;  no  crepitation  and 
but  little  tenderness  ;  lumbar  regions  moderately  reson- 
ant; thoracic  cavity  greatly  encroached  upon.  Protrud- 
ing from  the  vulva  there  was  a  smooth  rounded  tumor  as 
lart^e  as  a  foetal  head  at  term  completely  filling  the  genital 
fisHure  and  evidently  consisting  of  a  portion  of  the  cyst, 
covered  by  the  prolapsed  posterior  vaginal  wnlK  The  cata* 
menia  have  been  absent  for  the  last  nine  months^  but  pre- 
vious to  that  were  regular,  though  rather  scanty;  no  leu- 
corrhoea.  There  has  been  dysuria  for  the  last  three 
years,  but  it  ceased  about  a  month  ago.  In  the  last  24 
hours  only  five  oz.  urioe  were  voided.  It  was  ropy  and 
turbid;  pale  yellowish  color;  acid  reaction;  sp.  gr.  1;020;  no 
albumen  or  sugar:  abundant  pinkish  deposit  which,  under 
the  microscope,  was  found  to  consist  princi pally  of  urates 
and  mucus.  Tongue  red^  swollen,  dry  and  apthous:  appe< 
tite  poor  ;  constant  thirst;  much  flatulence  ;  bowels  regu- 
lar; sleep  broken  and  un refreshing.  Some  erratic  neural- 
gic pains^  but  no  hysteria ;  she  bore  her  sufferings  with 
remarkable  fortitude  and  cheerfulness.  Breathing  natural 
while  at  rest ;  no  congh  or  expectoration  ;  rests  best  on 
right  side  ;  heart  and  lungs  normal ;  pulse,  140  ;  tempera- 
ture (under  the  tongue)  100*^, 

History — Family  all  healthy  and  long-lived.  She  had 
palpitation  of  the  heart  and  *' fainting  spells"  during  her 
girlhood ;  otherwise  her  health  was  good  until  after  the  birth 
of  her  last  child^  when  she  began  to  suffer  severe  ^'bearing 
down  "  pains,  and  the  tumor  now  present  made  its  appear- 
ance at  the  vulva.  She  supposed  it  to  be  **  falling  of  the 
womb."  Three  years  ago  she  noticed  for  the  first  time  n 
*Mump  ^^  high  up  in  the  epigastrium  which  grew  rapidly 
from  above  doivnwards^  and  became  tender  and  painful. 
She  enlarged  rapidly  and    was   tapped   the   6rst  time    a 
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month  after.  She  has  had  several  severe  attacks  of  inflam- 
mation, attended  with  great  pain  in  the  sides^  and  ranch  ten- 
derness over  the  whole  abdomen.  Has  been  tapped  twenty 
timeis,  losing  from  four  to  six  gallons  each  time.  Lately 
she  fills  Id  fifteen  to  eighteen  days.  The  fluid  removed  on 
each  occasion,  with  one  exception — when  it  was  somewhat 
bloody — was  similar  in  character,  resembling  size,  or  nn- 
clarified  honey,  and  on  standing  became  covered  with  a 
fat  scum.  Last  tapped  eleven  days  before  entering  the 
hospilaL 

Treatment — On  the  day  after  her  admission  an  aperient 
wnw  given  which  acted  freely.  Oo  the  9th,  alarming 
symptoms  of  prostration  from  extreme  distention  appeared; 
fearing  the  tiimor  protrudiog  from  the  vulva  would  burst, 
it  was  punctured  with  a  fine  needle,  and  by  means  of  the 
aspirator  four  gallons  of  fluids  similar  to  that  before 
described  was  withdrawn.  It  formed  a  solid,  white  coagu- 
lum  when  boiled,  was  neutral  in  reaction,  and  of  sp.  gr., 
1,014*  Under  the  microscope  granular  cells,  oil  globules 
and  crystals  of  a  substance  supposed  to  be  cholesterine,  were 
found.  Her  condition  was  very  unfavorable  ;  pulse  140  ; 
hands  and  feet  cold  ;  temp.  98.5*^  In  two  days  she  had 
nearly  filled  aginu  ;  syaiptomsof  blood  poisoning  appeared, 
and  the  case  seemed  hop^r^less.  It  was  clearly  evident  that 
an  operation!  if  utisnccesafnl,  would  shorten  her  life  but 
little. 

On  Saturday,  July  lUli,  in  the  presence  and  with  the 
assistance  of  Dr.  J,  H.  Wytlie,  Dr*  E.  Beotly,  Dr.  Ohas. 
McCormick,  Dr.  0.  0.  Burgess,  Dr.  R.  B,  Cole,  Dr.  F. 
Bassun,  and  the  House  Staif,  Dr.  Scott  proceeded  to  remove 
the  tumor.  The  Assistant  Surgeon,  Dr,  Ohas.  Blake,  ad- 
ministered the  arjiestlietic,  using  ethyl  until  she  became 
unconscious,  and  ether  afterwards.  The  incision  was 
about  lOJ  inches  in  length,  and  extended  from  two  inches 
above  the  umbilicus  nearly  to  the  symphysis  pubis.  The 
tumor  proved  to  be  a  proliferous  cyst,  surmounted  by  a  large, 
nearly  solid  mass,  containing  here  and  there  small  cavities 
filled    with   semifluid  mucoid  matter.     The  walls   of  the 
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present  cyst  were  thin,  and  so  easily  torn  that  in  spite  of 
careful  handling  it  burrtt  in  several  places,  and  some  of 
the  fluid  escaped  into  the  peritonenl  cavity.  Its  Buid  ecu* 
tents  were  estimated  at  about  five  gnllons.  Tlie  adhesione 
were  so  extensive  and  intimate  that  the  peritoneam  was  de* 
tached  from  the  abdominal  whII  to  a  mnall  extent  on  the  right 
side,  before  the  mistake  was  discovered.  Above  the  solid 
tumor  was  firmly  attached  to  theutoraach,  liver  and  spleen, 
over  a  large  extent  of  surface  by  strong  6b reus  bands. 
The  omentum  was  extensively  adherent  to  tumor,  and  a 
large  portion  of  it  was  removed  by  the  clamp  and  actual 
cautery.  Several  vessels  were  tied  with  carboli^ed  silk, 
and  the  ends  cut  short.  The  tumor  sprang  from  the  left 
ovary  and  was  attached  by  a  broad  thick  and  short  pedi* 
cle*  This  was  strongly  compressed  by  Baker  Brown's 
clamp,  and  divided  by  the  actual  cautery  ;  a  bleeding  ves- 
sel  in  one  portion  was  tied^  the  ends  cut  short  and  the 
stump  returned  to  the  cavity.  The  intestines  were  in- 
jected, red  and  angry  ;  peritonenm  genernlly  inflamed  : 
in  places  almost  sloughy  ;  uterus  nnd  right  tiviiry  iiealtby. 
The  peritoneal  cavity  was  very  carefully  sponged  with  a 
solution  of  carbolic  acid  and  water,  (1  to  80),  a  slightly 
curved  glass  tube  |  inches  in  diameter  and  4.J  inches  long. 
was  used  for  drainage;  one  end  was  placed  in  the  cul  de  sac 
of  Douglas,  and  the  other  brought  out  near  the  lower 
angle  of  tlie  wound,  which  was  closed  by  carbolized  eilk 
sutures.  The  whole  operation  lasted  exactly  one  hour* 
The  solid  portion  of  the  tumor  weighed  lOJ  pounds,  and 
the  inner  surfi^ice  of  the  parefit  cyst  wa^  studded  with  a 
great  number  of  small  endogenous  cysts.  The  entire  cysi, 
with  solid  and  fluid  contents,  weighed  over  50  pounds. 

She  rallied  well,  but  complained  of  a  severe  pain  in  the 
back  ;  this  gave  way  to  an  enema  of  tinct.  opii  m.xx.,  and 
she  passed  a  tranquil  night  ;  no  vomiting  f)r  pain  ;  free 
from  thirst  for  the  first  time  for  many  months  ;  at  9  p.  M* 
pulse  120;  has  fallen  eight  beats  since  operation  ;  temp. 
99*^ ;  diet  restricted  to  barley  water  and  milk,  with  ice  lo 
suck  when  called  for. 
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12th» — Tongue,  red,  dry  and  apthous  ;  vagina  very  hot ; 
the  posterior  wall  which  was  still  protruding  from  the 
vulva  List  night,  has  nearly  resumed  its  normal  position; 
some  jerking  of  the  muscles  ;  does  not  complain  of  any 
pain  ;  slight  discharge  of  bloody  serum  from  drainage 
tube;  urine  normal;  catheter  passed  every  six  hours; 
at  nomi  temperature  commenced  rising  ;  pulse  a.  m.  120, 
p,  M.  130  ;  temp.  a.  m.,  100^,  7  P,  M,  lOOJ.  9:30  p,  m., 
lOlj*^.  Resp-  18,  ffc-  Tr.,  verat.  vir.  m.iv*  every  three 
hourH  ;  one  leech  to  vaginal  wall  ;  dress  wound  with  car* 
bolized  oil ;  sol.  acid  car!>ol,  (1  to  80),  injected  into  perito- 
neal cjivity  through  tube  ;  opiate  enema  if  required  ;  diet, 
barley,  water  and  milk, 

l3tb. — Patient  passed  a  good  night ;  throat  somewhat 
«ore  ;  omitted  verat  vir.  at  noon  ;  ooutinued  dressiugs  and 
injection  ;  enema  of  20  drops  tinct-  opii  per  rectum,  night 
and  morning;  pulse  a.  m.,  137;  p,  M.,  87;  temp.  a.  m., 
lOO'^  ;  p.  M.,  99 J  ;  respiration  18. 

I4th. — Patient  pa^^sed  a  good  night ;  ordered  6oz*  warm 
milk  every  tljree  liours;  continued  treatment  ;  puis©  a. 
M.,  120  ;  p.  M.,  104 ;  temp.  a.  m.,  99^. 

16tb.— Fair  night ;  discharge  from  drainage  tube  offen- 

live  aritl  quite  free  ;  slight  svvelliug  of  riglit  parotid  gland; 

•^tongue   still    very   unfavorable,    red   aud   dry;    continus 

treatment  and  diet ;  puke  a.  m.,  130  ;    P.  m.,   112  ;  temp, 

A.  M..  99"";  P.  M„  98i;  resp.  20. 

IGtb. — Swelling  of  parotid  glatid  greatly  increased  ; 
some  bleeding  fri>in  point  wliere  a  suture  was  removed, 
arretted  by  Mniisel's  salt  ;  discharge  continues  free  and 
offensive  ;  pulse  a.  m.,  114  ;  p,  M.,  120 ;  temp.  A.  M.,  99^  ; 
p.  M.»  99°;  re^sp.,  20.  p;.  Quiaiie,  sulph*  g«.  x-  morning 
and  nigbt ;  5  oz.  of  brandy  every  four  houre ;  liniment* 
iodini  to  parotid  gland  ;  continue  dressing,  injection  and 
diet  ;  removed  four  sutures. 

17th. ^ — Slept  poorly  ;  well  under  the  influence  of  quin- 
ine; tongue  moist  and  cleaning  ofi';  urine  which  now 
passe^^  naturally,  smoky  and  scanty.  Swelling  of  parotid 
gland  decreasing  ;  some  bagging  of  right  side  of  abdomen  ; 
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removed  drainage  tube ;  discharge  free  and  becom- 
ing laudable ;  continue  dressing  and  treatment  ;  pulse  a. 
M.,  112:  P.  M.,  107:  rerap.  a.  m..  98|^  ;  p.  m.,  991^; 
resp.,  22. 

18th — Good  night  without  an  opiate;  tongue  quite  natural; 
a  pharyngeal  abscess  burnt  and  discharged;  appetite  good; 
bad  a  mutton  chop  to-day;  bowels  moved;  good  healthy  stool 
without  pain  ;  urine  again  clear ;  discharge  decreasing  ; 
continue  treatment  and  dressing ;  add  to  diet  meat  and 
soup  ;  pulse  a.  m.,  116  ;  p.  M  ,  96  ;  temp.  A.  M.,  98 J*^  ;  P. 
M*,  99|^;  reap.,  20. 

19th. — Discharge  flight  and  laudable  ;*no  pains  ;  feels 
very  well ;  stop  brandy ;  reduce  dose  of  quinine  to  five 
grainn ;  continue  drej^sing  ;  removed  remaining  sutures  ; 
pulse  A.  M.,  97 :  p.  m.,  97  ;  temp.  a.  m.,  98J*';  p.  if.,  981^  ; 
resp.,  26. 

20th.— Small  bed  sore  over  the  sacrum  :  apply  styptic 
Ctillodium  and  use  air  cushions;  continue  treatment  ;  pulse 
A.  M.,  90 ;  p.  u„  90  ;  temp.  a.  m.,  98.6^  ;  p.  M.,  98J^. 

21st. — ^Bed  sore  increasing  in  size  very  fast ;  increase 
the  dose  of  quinine  to  ten  grains  and  resume  the  brandy  ; 
dress  sore  with  carbolized  oil ;  but  little  discharge  from 
abdominal  worah,  which  is  now  healed  except  at  the  lower 
angles. 

22d. — Bed  sore  looks  better  ;  process  of  destruction  ar* 
rested  ;  continue  treatment. 

August  3d. — Patient  has  been  doing  exceedingly  well ; 
tongue  clean  ;  appetite  good  ;  sleeps  well  ;  pulse  aud  tem- 
perature normal :  sat  up  to-day  for  the  first  time. 

August  30th. — Patient  has  continued  to  improve;  quite 
an  abscess  formed  in  tlie  abdominal  wall  below  where  the 
peritoneum  had  been  detached,  and  discharged  laudable 
pus  freely  ;  but  it  gave  rise  to  very  little  suffering.  The 
bed  sore  is  still  open,  but  \^  healing  slowly  ;  the  appetite 
is  good;  tongue  clear ;  bowels  regular;  pulse  and  tempera- 
ture normaly  and  she  is  slowly  gatuiog  flesh  ;  there  is  stiU 
a  slight  discharge  of  pus  from  the  lower  angles  of  the 
incision. 


: 
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Septeraber  16th. — Still  improving  ;  sits  up  and  walks 
about;  is  putting  on  flesli  every  day;  bed  sore  almost  weU  ; 
pulse  and  temperature  normal ;  no  discharge  from  the 
wound,  which  is  now  quite  healed.  She  %vill  be  discharged 
in  a  few  days* 

REMARKS    BY    DS.    JOHN   SCOTT. 

Tliere  are  j^oine  features  in  the  above  ease  vvfjrthy  of 
atteiitian,  as  tending  to  obscure  a  diagnosis  on  the  part  of 
previous  medical  attendants,  which  is  not  ordinarily  at- 
tended with  much  difficulty.  When  my  friend  Dr*  Bur- 
gess asked  me  to  see  the  patient,  he  had  only  been  a  short 
time  in  attendance  and  Imd  made  no  particular  examina- 
tion >  but  we  learned  from  her  and  her  husband »  that  she 
had  been  for  a  considerable  time  under  thf*  care  of  a  justly 
eminent  surgeon  of  this  place,  and  that  he  hatl  pronounced 
her  case  utterly  hopeless ;  that  a  surgical  operation  was 
totally  unwarrantable,  and  must  end  in  death,  and  this 
opinion  wa^^  concurred  in  by  others*  They  stated  that 
they  thought  the  solid  tumor  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  npleen,  as  to  make  its  removnl  impossible,  and  besides, 
that  it  was  probubl}'^  malignant  in  its  nature.  Tfiis  opin- 
ion was  probably  founded  on  the  explicit  statement  of 
tlje  patient  that  the  tumor  had  originated  above  and  had 
grown  downward.  But  its  in 'Correctness  was  fully  demon- 
strated by  the  history  obtained  by  Dr.  Chismora,  of  the 
existence  of  a  tnmor  at  the  vulva  which  had  appeared 
long  anterior  to  tlie  solid  tumor,  Slie  had  supposed  it  to 
be  a  prolapsed  uterus,  and  singularly  enough  her  medical 
attendants  had  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  a  vaginal 
examination,  which  wonld  have  removed  all  doubts  in  the 
matter  of  diagnosis.  It  was  not  a  little  singular  that  the 
abdominal  cyst  should  have  dissected  its  way  between  the 
oterus  and  rectum  so  completely  as  it  had  done — a  circum- 
stance so  unique  that  I  do  not  remember  the  record  of 
any  similar  case  elsewhere.  Considering  the  condition  of  the 
patient  when  operated  on, extreme  emaciation,  the  existence 
of  blood   poisoning,   the  extensive   parietal  and    omental 
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adhesions,  and  the  existence  of  strong  fibrous  bands  at- 
taching the  solid  mass  to  the  liver  atid  spleen,  I  think 
we  may  regard  tfie  immediate  and  ultimate  results  of  the 
operation  as  singuhirly  satisfactory.  Beyond  half  an  hour's 
severe  p  lin  in  the  back  immediately  after  the  operation, 
and  which  was  entirely  removed  by  a  small  opiate  enenaa, 
the  patient  has  hfid  no  snlfering::  whatever,  and  has  stead- 
ily progressed  toward  recovery.  There  was  no  after  vom- 
iting, no  tympanitis,  no  derangement  of  tlie  stomach  or 
bowels,  and  all  she  lias  had  to  contend  with  was  from  sep- 
tic imea,  already  in  existence,  as  evidenced  by  the  inflama- 
tion  of  the  parotid  gland  and  the  pharynge^d  abscess,  but 
whicli  re  idily  ejave  way  wider  the  inflnence  of  quinine, 
brandy  and  small  opiate  enemiia.  Thit*  singular  immunity 
from  subi^equent  danger,  I  attribute  largely  to  the  drain* 
age  tube,  which  gave  exit  for  a  week  to  quantities  of  foetid 
Bernm  whicli  would  otherwise  have  poisoned  the  system  ; 
and  I  til  ink  Dr.  Marion  Sim;^  has  done  great  service  in  in- 
sisting on  the  necessity  of  drainage  in  all  such  cases.  I 
vvuuld  al^n  draw  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the 
very  happy  effects  of  the  new  anaesthetic  ethyl,  which 
were  deraoiirtt rated  in  thh  case.  Only  four  drachms  were 
needed  tu  produce  profound  unconsciousness,  and  only 
6  ounces  of  ether  were  re(]uired  to  keep  it  np  during  the 
entire  operation.  There  was  none  of  the  distressing  strag- 
gling so  constantly  witnessed  where  chloroform  or  ether 
is  given,  (n^raplete  anaesthesia  was  produced  in  about 
seven  minutes,  and  there  was  none  of  that  subsequent  vom- 
iting which  so  often  occurs  in  these  cases.  Ethyl  is  a 
combination  of  equal  p-irts  of  bichloride  of  methylene  and 
ether,  of  sp.  grav.  720.  It  is,  1  believe,  as  t^afe  as  any 
anaesthetic  can  be,  and  1  have  now  used  it  iu  about  fitty 
cases  without  a  single  drawback.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  to 
tender  mv  best  thanks  to  General  Hewston,  %vho  was  good 
enough  to  matiotacture  himself  the  glass  drainage  tubes  I 
was  unable  to  procure  elsewhere. 


Some  men  are  fitter  for  a  corner  than  a  full  light. 
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A  Rare  Form  of  a  Congenital  Cystic  Fibroma  Mollns- 
cum  of  the  Elbow,— Removal  hj  Operation,— Suc- 
cessfuJ  Result. 


BY    CBARLES   B.    BRIGHAM,   M.  D.,    HARV,,    SAN    FRANCISCO. 


J.  w. 


-TL€ 


/ears. — TL©  patient  was  born  with  a  tumor 
on  tlie  left  arm,  situated  over  and  just  below  the  elbow 
joint,  on  thti  inner  and  posterior  part  of  the  limb.  At 
birtb,  this  tumor  was  about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  soft, 
and  marked  at  the  most  prominent  parts  of  its  surface, 
with  a  delicate,  nuevus-Hke  congestion  of  the  superficial 
vessels,  slightly  raised,  and  giving  the  skin  in  that  part,  a 
dark  violet  appearance  ;  there  were  also  hairs  of  percepti- 
ble length,  growing  amid  the  congested  vessels.  The 
tumor  remained  about  the  same  size  during  the  first  two 
years,  but  in  the  tlnrd  year  it  began  to  increase,  and  now 
it  has  reached  a  ssine  given  below  (4  inches  in  length,  by 
7  in  circumference);  it  presents  to  the  eye  the  same  gen- 
eral appearance  as  at  birth,  only  it  is  larger  and  more 
lobulated — its  limits  are  tolerably  well  defined  ;  the  skin 
ov«^r  it  is  somewhat  lax  and  natural  in  appearance,  except 
at  the  discolored  portion,  which  now  measures  two  inches 
by  three,  and  has  many  hairs  upon  it,  half  au  inch  in 
length.  To  the  touch,  the  tumor  is  lobulated  and  very 
soft,  with  no  pulsation  whatever,  but  with  a  distinct  fluc- 
tuation in  certain  parts.  The  lobe  nearest  the  wrist, 
appears  almost  detached  from  the  main  turner^  and  it  h  in 
the  direction  of  this  lobe  tliai  the  tumor  increases  burrow- 
ing as  it  were,  under  the  skin.  The  tumor  is  adherent,  to 
a  certain  degree,  and  when  pressed  laterally  between  the 
fingers,  it  gives  a  sensation  as  if  there  were  a  hard  sub- 
stance in  its  centre:  this  hardness  was  afterwards  shown 
to  be  due  to  the  (lense  fibrous  stroma  of  the  tumor.  The 
patient  has  no  uther  tumors  ur  spots  on  his  body;  he  had 
repealed  falls  upon  the  arm,  making  the  tumor  **  black  and 
blue,''  and  it  was  a  severe  bruise  that  at  last  influenced  thd 
lather  of  the  child  in  favor  of  an  operation.  It  was  ex- 
plained to  him  that  the  tumor  was  situated  between  the 
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skin  and  the  muflcles^  that  it  probably  had  no  connection 
with  any  large  vessels  ;  that  its  contents  were  serum,  and 
not  blood,  as  he  liad  siippostjd;  tliat  the  elbow-joint  was  as 
yet  unaffected,  and  that,  if  the  tumor  were  removed,  the 
motion  in  the  joint  would  be  in  no  wise  impaired-  Thus 
assured,  he  eouisented  to  its  removahaud  indeed  expressed 
his  desire  to  have  liad  the  operation  don©  ever  since  the 
birth  of  the  child.  On  the  6th  of  August,  Dr.  G.  J. 
Yaovlack  assisting,  the  patient  was  anaesthetized.  Ethyl 
was  used  at  first,  and  in  less  than  two  minutes,  the  patient 
was  completely  insensible;  ether  was  t!ien  substituted,  and 
continued  throughout  the  operation-  An  elliptical  incision 
three  inches  in  length,  was  made  on  either  side  of  the  dis- 
colored portion  of  skin;  both  flaps  were  then  carefully 
dissected  up,  so  as  not  to  open  the  cysts  in  the  operation. 
On  the  outer  side,  the  tumor  was  covered  by  a  thin  layer 
of  skin,  with  little,  if  any,  fat ;  a  fact  which  led  to  the 
supposition  that  the  tumor  begau  its  existence  from  that 
side,  and  also  very  early  in  uterine  life,  when  there  wa« 
but  mucous  tissue  beneath  the  skin.  On  the  inner  and 
lower  sides,  the  tumor  was  enveloped  in  fat,  three  or  four 
small  vessels  were  tomporarily  ccanpressed  ;  no  artery  of 
any  size  was  seen;  the  haemorrhage,  which  was  slight,  waa 
mainly  venous;  the  tumor  lay  on  the  muscular  aponeurosis, 
attached  at  two  points  ;  the  subjacent  muscles  were  niueh 
flattened  by  the  pressure  from  the  tumor;  the  sides  of  the 
incision  were  brought  together  by  t'onrteon  sutures,  and 
the  wound  was  then  dressed  with  Lister^s  dressing- 

The  tumor  measured  four  inches  in  length  by  seven  in 
circumference;  it  was  made  up  of  cysts  and  fibrous  stroma, 
the  cysts  being  the  hy per trop hied  areolar  spaces  of  the  con- 
nective tissue,  while  the  struma  represented  the  dividing 
septa.  There  were  three  large  cysts,  side  by  side,  ranch 
the  size  and  shape  of  a  testicle,  and  man}'  smaller  onen, 
from  the  size  of  a  pea  upwards.  The  contents  of  two 
opened  cysts  were  as  follows :  the  one  of  clear  amber- 
colored  serum;  the  other,  and  larger  one,  of  bloody  thtck- 
isU  serum  (doubtless  not  the  original  color  of  the  cyi?t 
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itente,  but  resulting  from  an  effusion  of  blood  caused  by  ' 
iie  severe  fall  upon  the  turaor).  The  inaer  walls  of  the 
opened  cysts,  strikingly  resembled  those  of  a  ventricle  of 
the  heart,  tliere  being  a  surrounding  network  of  trabeculae. 
There  was  no  point  of  connection  between  the  cysts;  there 
were  no  artL^ries  of  appreciable  size,  connected  with  the 
tumor;  microscopic  examination  Bhowed  u  tissue  made  up 
of  curled  white  fibres;  the  tumor  w^eighed  four  ounces. 

The  sutures  were  removed  from  the  w^ound  on  the  9th, 
;nid  fitrips  of  court  plaster  .substituted  ;  there  was  no 
tfwelling  of  the  arm  or  hand.  The  wound  \va8  again 
dressed  on  the  12th;  its  lips  had  slightly  separated,  but 
were  firmly  adherent  to  the  subjacent  tissue.  The  patient 
HtitTered  no  pain;  the  wound  was  Just  cicatrizing,  when,  on 
the  19th,  a  slight  redness  was  observed  near  the  wrist; 
there  was  uo  swelling,  but  considerable  pain;  the  whole 
arm  was  then  enveloped  in  a  flaxseed  poultice;  the  rednens 
*?xtended  to  one  side  of  the  wound;  a  slight  swelling  near 
the  upper  end  of  the  incision  was  lanced,  and  gave  exit  to 
a  few  drops  of  pus.  In  a  few  days  the  redness  subsided; 
the  arm  was  bathed  daily  in  warm  soapsuds;  the  poultices 
were  continued  up  to  Sept.  4,  when  the  wound  was  wfiolly 
cicatrized;  the  arm  has  perfect  movements. 

The  study  of  the  pathology  of  the  congenital  fibroma 
motluseum  is  not  without  interest;  closely  alHed  to  certain 
forms  of  elephantiasig,  it  differs  from  them  not  histologi- 
cally, but  in  the  manner  of  formation,  inflarnniatinn  inva* 
riably  preceding  elephantiastic  growths  (Alfred  Heurtaux, 
Fibrome,  Nouveau  Dictionnaire  de  M^decine  et  de  Chirur- 
gie  Pratiques,  vol.  xiv.,  p,  677).  Again,  the  fibroma  mol- 
liiscum  originates  essentially  in  the  connective  tissue, 
while  elephantiasis  may  invade  all  the  tissues.  The  former 
tumor  is  liulging  and  oval,  its  shape  is  sooner  or  hiter  well 
defnied,  while  the  latter  is  diffuse  and  ill  limited.  The 
substance  of  the  fibroma  moll  use  urn  is  made  up  of  hyper- 
trophied  connective  tissue,  often  well  mixed  with  fat,  and 
sometimes  containing  what  Prof.  Verneuil  calls  *'  associate 
elements,"  viz : — bony,  nervous  and  glandular  substance. 
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It  is  a  slowly  growing  tissue^  but  little  vascular,  andji  if 

cystic,  ordinarily  contains  a  yellow,  albumioous  fluid. 
Generally  mobile,  surrounded  by  lax  tissue,  the  tumors 
seldom  attain  to  any  great  size,  and  are  ofteuer  multiple 
than  unique;  they  adapt  themselves,  as  to  their  form,  to 
the  region  in  which  they  grow,  and  some  beginning  as 
Bessile  tumors,  may  afterwards,  by  bulging  out,  become 
pedunculated^  and  hang  from  the  body  by  a  alight  ropelike 
pedicle.  An  excellent  photograph  of  a  moUuscura  (pendu- 
lum) hanging  from  the  upper  pJirt  of  tlie  thigh,  may  be 
seen  in  the  first  volume  of  the  **  Revue  Photographique 
des  Hopitaux  de  Paris,"  p*  6L  Another  remarkable  exam- 
ple of  a  molloricura  pendulum  of  the  foot,  is  represented 
in  the  December  number  of  1872.  From  the  dispositio!i 
to  ulcerate,  which  both  these  tumors  showed  at  parts 
unevenly  compresacd,  it  may  bo  well  supposed  that  they 
were  poorly  supplied  with  blood  vessels-  A  congenital 
sessile  molluscum  (like  the  tumor  of  our  patient,  except 
that  it  is  Qot  cystic)  of  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  near 
the  buttock,  is  photographed  in  the  Juiy  number,  of  tho 
same  year.  The  August  number  of  1873,  photographs  a 
congenital  tumor  enveloping  the  left  leg,  which  has  all  the 
appearance  of  an  enormous  sesailo  molluscum^  Sex  has 
no  influence  on  the  production  of  these  tumors;  the  con- 
genital cystic  variety  is  very  rarely  fnnnd  in  the  limbs.  In 
an  article  on  congenital  tumors  by  Mr,  Holmes  in  **The 
Surgical  Treatment  of  Children's  Di^eases,^^  the  author 
refers  to  a  paper  published  by  Mr,  T,  Smithy  in  the  2d 
volume  of  St.  Bartliolemew's  Hospital  Reports,  where  he 
"'  points  out  the  fact,  that  there  is,  as  yet,  no  known 
instance  of  a  congenital  cystic  tumor  on  any  of  the  limbs.*' 
The  tumor  which  is  the  subject  of  this  paper,  is,  then,  a 
very  rare  specimen,  on  account  of  its  situation.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  name  given  these  tumors,  Rindfleisch  remark**: 
*'If,  therefore,  the  word  molluscum  be  derived  from  molUa 
(and  this  hardly  admits  of  doubt),  no  fitter  name  could  pos- 
sibly be  foand,  inasmuch  as  softness  ifl,  throughout  the 
entire  life  of  these  tumora,  their  chief  chai^acteristic." 
(Pathological  Histology,  vol.  I,  p*  374,  Ed.  Sydenham). 


Steele,  Stricture  of  the  Urethra. 
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Stricture  of  the  Urethra  by  the  Electrical  Treatment. 


BY    A.  J.  STEELE,   M.  D* 


Tlio  attention  of  the  profession  has  been  of  late  espe- 
cially called,  and  very  justly,  to  a  comparatively  new 
iiietljod  of  treiitiiig  stricturea  of  the  urethra,  namely,  by 
the  use  of  galvnnism.  The  ease  of  the  appplicatioii,  the 
shgfit  iiiconvemV^oce  to  the  patient,  and  the  rapidity  and 
pin'inanence  of  the  cure,  ninke  it  really  deserving  of  a 
jtromiuent  place  aiaong  the  Hiirg-ical  advances  of  the  day. 
As  my  own  experience  corroborateH  the  favorable  reports 
tlnit  have  been  made  in  regard  to  it,  I  cheerfully  add  teisti- 
mony  in  its  favor. 

The  form  of  electricity  used  is  that  of  the  continuous 
current,  and  tension  is  sought  rather  than  quantity,  so 
that  ninny  t^mall  cups  are  demanded  rather  than  a  few 
lar^c  ones.  I  have  usually  found  that  irom  ten  to  four- 
ton  n  pairs  of  the  zinc-carbon  elements  have  generated 
sufHcient  electricity  (or  the  purpose.  The  negative  elec- 
trode is  a  metallic  point  pressed  gently  against  tlie  stric- 
tiire  ;  the  positive  electrode  a  moist  sponge  placed  any- 
where upon  the  surface  of  the  body,  though  I  have 
believed  the  action  to  be  more  energetic  when  it  has  been 
placed  near  the  negative  pole,  as  to  the  iliac  region  or 
tlngli,  rather  than  remotely,  as  to  the  leg  or  palm  of  the 
hand. 

A  metallic  oval  tip,  connected  to  a  wire  passing  through 
a  gum  catheter,  is  the  fiirm  of  bougie  recommended,  find 
which  I  liJive  used,  but  I  now  prefer  the  ordinary  conical 
steel  bougie,  A  set,  inchiding  all  sizes,  makes  the  conven- 
ience of  application  greater,  and  being  silver  or  nickle- 
plaled  prevents  oxidation.  The  instrument  is  insu- 
lated to  within  an  inch  of  the  point  by  the  application  of 
a  coating  of  collodion  ;  Squibbs'  flexible,  I  find  well 
adapted  for  the  purpose.*  A  seme-fine  affords  an  eligible 
method  of  connecting  the  wire  Ui  the  handle — not  coated 
— of  the  bougie. 

Two  factors  enter  into  the  thorough oess  and  rapidity 
with  which  a  cure  can  be  effected,  viz.,  the  electromotive 
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I'orce  used,  and  the  character  of  the  ^tnicttire  to  be  acted 
upon.  The  softer,  tfie  more  moist  anrl  vascular  tho  strict- 
ure, the  more  readily  will  it  be  decomposed  aiul  absorbed  ; 
whereas  extremely  liard  tissue  will  demaud  iiicrenBed  titiie 
and  greater  tension,  aod  possibly,  idso>  increased  quantity. 
Thungh  in  regard  to  the  hitter  I  am  prepared  to  believe 
that  luititakes  have  been  luade,  and  failure:^  recorded,  from 
its  injudicious  use.  Quantity  ^ivea  a  caloriBc  ellect,  with 
rapid  dttst ruction  uf  tissue^  aa  in  the  case  of  the  galvanic 
ciiutery,  the  scar  resulting  therefrom  would  be  liighly 
prejudicial  in  the  instance  of  a  stricture.  It  is  rat  lie  r  tbu 
electrolytic  action  that  is  desirable,  wdiereby  the  organic 
Btructure  is  disintegrated,  decomposed.  The  negative 
pole  attracts  hydrogen,  and  gives  an  tdkaline  re-action 
when  acting  upon  moist  animal  tissues,  chemically  decom- 
posing— dissolving  the  part,  and  doubtless,  too,  by  its 
stimulant  actiou,  ioducitig  absorption. 

The  situation  and  character  of  the  stricture  having  been 
accurately  determined,  a  bougie,  prepared  as  above,  and 
of  a  few  sizes  greater  in  caliber  than  tho  stricture,  is  intro- 
duced down  to  the  obtftrnctioa  and  connected  by  its  free 
end  to  the  negative  wire.  The  sponge,  moistened  with 
salt  water,  placed  externally  on  the  akin — the  thigh  or  iliac 
region  being  convenieut — h  attached  to  the  positive  wire. 
It  is  best  to  commence  with  a  single  pair,  and  gradually 
increase  the  number  of  cups,  aa  tliereby  the  parts  are  more 
tolerant — a  low  power  gradually  benumbing,  a  high  power 
uirpleasantly  shocking.  If  the  wponge  is  shifted  without 
being  removed  from  tho  surface,  the  pricking  or  burning 
sensation  ordinarily  experierjced  wdll  be  lessened.  The 
sensations  of  the  patient  will,  to  some  extent,  determine 
how  high  a  power  may  be  u^ed;  from  ten  to  fourteen 
pairs,  as  before  remarked,  may  be  all-sufficient,  if  the  bat- 
tery is  working  well.  The  character  of  the  stricture,  also, 
necessarily  enters  into  this  question.  A  few  moments* 
gentle  pressure  and  the  instrument  is  found  to  pass  grad- 
ually on.  Once  well  entered,  the  bougie  is  retained  in 
situ,  the  action  beiug  i  ontinued  for  a  few  moments  ku)ger. 
The  current  may  now  be  gradually  diminished,  and 
the  wire  discormected,  the  instrument  retained,  and,  if 
gentle  force  will  accomplish  it,  pushed  on  into  the  bladder. 
If  not  interdicted  by  local  inflammation,  the  operation  may 
be  repeated  in  a  week  or  fortnight'^  time,  followed  up  by 
the  careful  and  judicious  use  of  bougies.  In  some  cages 
one  application  is  suilicient;  in  others  several  seances  are 
required,  depending  on  the  character  of  the  stricture. 
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Results  have  been  most  satisfactory.  Strictures,  accom- 

E allied  witli  iucoiitinence  of  urine,  gluty  dischnrge^  irrita- 
ility  of  hhidder,   painful  micturition,  etc*,  being  entirely 
removed  and  rapidly  cured. 

Danger  in  tliis  operation  is  reduced  to  a  shadow,  if  too 
^re^it  quantity  and  too  prtdonged  application  are  avoided* 
Care»  alsio,  in  the  after  Ufie  of  bougies  is  to  be  regarded, 

Wliile  there  is  much  of  merit  in  the  old  ways,  let  us  not 
,be  too  cluiry  ia  trying  the  new, — SL  Louis  Medical  and 
w^ur^itxd  JourimL 


Drainage  ix  Chronic  Cystitis. — Dr.  Hunter  MeGuire 
reports  a  case  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  hjadder,  of 
eight  years'  standing,  in  a  woman  jet.  41  years*  Ho  intro- 
duced a  piece  of  fine  gum  tabing,  perforated  at  tlio  end, 
and  allowed  it  to  remain  iu  the  bladder  for  six  weeks,  it 
being  withdrawn  only  for  purposes  of  cleansing,  or  for 
the  substiuition  of  new  pieces  in  place  of  the  old.  During 
thiH!  time  the  patient  was  kept  in  bed,  and  the  urine  col- 
lected in  a  urinal;  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  free  end 
uf  the  tube  was  fastened  t^  a  gum  bag  which  was  attached 
to  the  patient*s  thigh.  She  wore  the  tube  for  about  four 
•mnnthf^,  constantly  improving.  When  it  was  withdrawn, 
she  IijkI  at  first  complete  incontinence  of  urine,  but  the 
bladder  gradually  recovered  its  power^  and  a  complete  and 

Iennanent  cure  resulted. —  Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  April, 
874. 
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BY  JOHN   P,  OBAT,  H,  D,, 
Super!  attend  en  t  of  the  New  Tork  Lunatic  Asyluin. 

On  two  former  occasions  I  read  before  the  society, 
papers  on  the  pbyaical  nature  and  causation  of  int^anity, 
and  last  year  presented  a  few  photo-micrograph.s  illua- 
trating   some  of  the  morbid   changes,  which,  up   to  that 

•RoAd  bfifdro  the  Xow  York  9Ute  M«dloftl  Soolely,  Februftrr,  1874>  Thii  pftpfr  em. 
bncM  portiona  of  one  publlsbed  la  tba  J^awurj  aaiabor  of  UiIb  Joarn*!. 
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time  had  been  discovered  upon  post-mortem  fixfiminations* 
With  a  single  exception  the  illostrationH  were  taken  from 
chronic  cases,  for,  although  a  large  timount  of  material  had 
alread}^  been  prepared,  the  arrangeroenta  for  suceessful 
representation  by  photo-micrography  were  not  completed, 
nor  until  then  had  we  been  ahle  to^ecnre  reliubh^,  healthy 
brain  tissue  for  comparison.  Furthermore,  np  to  that 
time  we  had  been  able  to  examine  microscotjically  but  one 
case  of  acute  insanity,  and  in  that  instance  only  from  the 
hardened  brain. 

Since  the  arrangements  have  been  perfected  in  the 
pathological  hihoratory,  we  have  obtained  and  examined 
healthy  brain  and  nerve  tissue,  and  also  two  more  cases  of 
acnte  insanity,  and  been  able  to  make  plmtographs  from 
fresh  as  well  as  Inirdened  tissue.  In  tlie  portfolio  here 
presented,  are  photo-inicro^rfiphic  illustrations  of  healthy 
brain  tissue,  acute,  sub-acnte  and  chronic  mania*  melan- 
cholia in  acute  and  chronic  stages,  deroeutia,  general 
paresis  and  epilepsy,  and  in  connection  with  each,  a  de- 
scriptive text,  presenting  a  brief  history  of  each  case. 
These  investigations  embrace  the  microscopic  examination 
of  52  cases,  and  especially  the  changes  found  in  the  ves- 
sels, nerve  tibres,  cells  and  neuroglia  or  connective  tissue. 

As  I  have  heretolore  stated  (see  Arnericiin  Journal  Insan- 
ity,) in  all  cases,  the  vessels,  nerve  cells  and  neuroglia 
undergo  changes  in  their  composition  and  arrangement 
before  marked  impairment  of  the  conducting  element  of 
nerve  fibre  tsikes  place*  The  increase  of  interstitial  matter 
between  the  fundamental  nerve  elements,  has  been  promi- 
nent, and  while  there  has  been  a  multiplication  of  connec- 
tive fibres,  there  has  been  diminution  of  connective  nuclei. 

In  chronic  cases  the  increase  of  neuroglia,  in  the  gray 
and  white  matter,  has  been  characteristic,  reaching  n 
higlier  degree  in  the  gray  matter,  and  appearing  more  in 
the  anterior  than  tht^  posterior  regions.  The  alteration 
has  been  found  frequently  in  connection  with  the  capilla- 
ries, more  generally,  hovrever.  in  localized  regions,  in  tho 
cerebral  tissue,  circumscribed  in  a  cystic  cavity,  formed  by 
condensed,  minute  connective  fibres.  These  isolated 
masses  consist  of  a  granular  and  friable  matter,  becoming 
transparent  in  the  advanced  stages,  and  in  some  cases  even 
converted  into  a  serosity.  These  granular  products  are 
not  fatty,  and  are  not  dissolved  by  ether,  chloroform  or 
alkaline  solutions.  They  become  darker  and  more  distinct 
when  treated  by  acetic  acid,  and  though  remaining  solid, 
do  not  exhibit  a  homogeneous  mass. 
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Tbe  study  of  tiiese  developments  would  lead  to  the  cod- 
ckfiion  that  they  origiimte  in  the  interstitial  elements  of 
the  nerve  tissue,  and  that,  in  tlieir  growth  they  produce, 
through  uiechanical  pressure,  reabsorption  of  nerve  cetk 
and  tibre?.  The  cavities  in  which  they  are  contained  vary 
in  svz.e  from  those  of  the  nuclei  of  mnltipolar  cells,  to  fuco 
as  can  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye,  constituting  the  piai- 
form  excHvationa  which  give  to  the  brain  sections  in  cases 
of  chronic  insanity,  the  gruyere  cheese  appearance 
dene ri bed  by  French  Hlicnists.  Such  cavities  occasionally 
result  from  capillary  haemorrhages,  then,  however,  the  sur- 
rounding tissue  shows  discoloration,changiog  from  yellow  to 
a  dark,  rusty  brown*  from  infiltration  of  coloring  matter  of 
blood.  The  cavities  here  described  exhibit  no  such  tint, 
nor  are  they  in  direct  connection  with  the  capillary  vessels 
as  the  cysts  proceeding  from  old  appoplexies  are.  In  this 
condition  the  brain  elements  disappear  by  reabsorption  in 
scattered  point^^  under  a  circumscribed  necrobiosis  origin- 
ating from  local  conditions  under  the  morbid  process  devel- 
oped in  the  brain.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  seems  evident 
that  such  isolated  absences  of  tissue  throughout  the  cere- 
bral  hemispheres,  caimot  be  regarded  as  a  consecutive 
effect  of  distant  lesions.  How  much  share  these  broken 
connections  between  the  perceptive  brain  cells,  and  those 
of  the  peripheral  part  of  the  special  senses  take,  in  the 
causation  of  hallucinations  and  other  sensorial  phenomena, 
peculiar  to  insanity,  is  difficnlt  to  determine,  although  the 
fact  appears  worthy  of  notice  in  this  special  connection. 

The  alterations  m  the  cerebral  tissue,  in  general  paresis, 
originates  mainly  in  the  vascular  system,  as  has  been 
shown  by  the  researches  of  Virchow,  Westph-il,  Salomon, 
Lockhart,  Clark,  Sankey  and  others,  and  to  this  origin  must 
be  ascribed  the  epileptiform  sji^nptoms  so  frequentlv  at- 
tending general  paresis,  and  deriving  their  source  in  local 
distitrbances  of  the  cerebral  circulation.  The  change 
begins  in  the  adventitiims  sheath  of  the  arterioles  and 
larger  capillaries,  first  described  by  Virchow  and  Robin, 
which  becomes  distended  in  a  small  portion  of  its  extent, 
sometimes  uniformly  around  the  minute  vessel  within,  at 
others  bulging  out  laterally,  the  enlargement  thus  pro- 
"  luced  being  filled  with  lyraph,  granular  cells  and  haBmatic 
crystals,  or  granulations,  more  generally  the  vessel  is 
twisted  or  elongated,  exhibiting  a  fine,  fatty  degeneration 
of  its  coats  which  are  often  torn  assunder,  allowing  the 
blood  to  escape  into  the  lymphatic  surrounding  sheath, 
where  it  coagulates  and  ultimately  undergoes  a  fatty 
change. 
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The  nervous  elements  in  the  vicinity  of  the  blood  vessels 
are  also  involved  in  their  structure,  and  eqtiallj  undergo 
an  alteration  characterized  by  a  mnlti plication  of  connec- 
tive fibres  and  molecular  granulations*  Toduch  a  prolifer- 
ation of  connective  elements  is  due  the  peculiar  firmnesa 
and  pellucid  appearance,  with  change  of  color^  displayed 
in  the  gray  substance,  and  which  Baillairger  (Annale^)  has 
described  as  one  of  the  characteristic  pathological  changes 
of  the  brain  in  general  paresis. 

The  condition  of  the  brain  in  epileptic  inBaDity,and 
especially  the  alterations  in  the  medulla,  agree  in  appear- 
ance  and  character  with  those  pointed  out  and  described 
by  Dr*  Eclieverria  in  his  work  on  epilepsy, 

J*  Hughlings  Jackson  defines  epilepsy  to  be  **an  occa- 
sional, sudden,  excessive  and  rapid  discharge  of  gray  mat- 
ter of  some  part  of  the  brain/'  tlins  constituting  it  a  truly 
cerebral  disease*  We  have  been  particular  to  examine 
cases  of  epilepsy,  and  though  we  have  a  large 
number  of  preparations,  have  not  yet  reached  the  point  of 
ranch  illustrative  work,  and  consequently  present  but  a 
few  plates.  In  these,  however,  these  morbid  changes  are 
very  marked,  especially  the  pigmentation  of  multipolar 
cells.  It  is  highly  important  to  determine  whether  the 
epileptic  phenomena  of  convulsion  and  unconsciousness  are 
simply  in  the  nature  of  functional  modification  due  to  insta- 
bility or  increased  susceptibility  of  brain  tissue,  or  to 
some  deeper  change  taking  place  in  the  vascular  sj'stem 
and  fundamental  uerve  elements.  Whatever  the  initiatory 
processes  may  be,  investigations  show  that  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  disease  there  are  profound  degenerations, 
and  that  some  form  of  insanity  is  likely  to  be  superinduced 
sooner  or  later  in  the  course  of  presistent  epilepsy.  Fur- 
thermore, the  history  of  the  disease  shows  the  uncertainty 
and  unreliabilit}^  of  the  frequent  actual  arrest  of  the  dis- 
ease, by  its  return,  even  in  the  majority  of  the  favorable 
cases,  where  a  cure  seemed  to  have  been  effected. 

We  have  irritable  nerve  matter  in  nervous  excitable 
people,  and  nervous  exhaustion,  as  expressed  in  persona 
of  high  cerebral  organizationj  by  sudden  failure  of  mental 
power  and  activity,  and  quick  recuperation  under  rest ; 
but  these  conditions  are  very  different  from  the  nervous 
explosions  of  epilepsy  and  the  mental  enfeeblement  or 
degeneration  so  apt  to  follow  continued  epileptic  seizures. 
If  epilepsy^  in  the  beginning,  is  simply  loss  of  stability 
or  malnutrition,  its  persistence,  in  so  large  a  proportion  of 
cases,  would  certainly  justify  the  probability  of  a  grave 
lesion  at  the  foundation  as  the  true/on^  et  origo. 
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In  fact,  to  say  that  disease  is  functional  ia  simply  to 
admit  that  we  do  not  know  what  has  taken  place,  or  that 
we  have  only  studied  the  phenomenal  symptoms.  The 
theory  advanced  by  Hughlinga  Jackson,  and  indicated  in 
his  dt^finition  of  epilepsy,  that  certain  regions  of  the  brain 
are  so  affected  in  epilepsy  as  not  to  hold,  store  up  and  give 
off  as  required,  nerve  force  or  energy  in  a  normal  way,  but 
to  discharge  the  whole  suddenly  and  rapidly,  and  thus 
produce  convulsive  movements  in  those  parts  anatomically 
related  to  such  a  discharging  center,  in  the  brain,  is 
perhaps  the  moat  satisfactory  that  has  been  presented* 
Assuming  that  the  brain  consists  of  many  separate  centers, 
each  having  a  distinct  relation  through  the  motor  tracts 
to  the  separate  parts  of  the  organism,  this  hypothesis 
would  seem  to  account  for  the  local  as  well  as  the  gen- 
ernl  convulsive  phenomena  presented  in  this  extraordinary 
disease.  It  still  remains,  however,  to  determine  what 
relation  the  gray  matter  may  have  to  motor  action,  and 
whether  the  disease,  in  it«  earlier  or  initial  stage,  is 
loi^ated  in  the  medulla  or  gray  matter  of  the  brain. 

The  case  of  syphilitic  insanity,  of  which  several  photo- 
mi  eographs  are  presented  in  the  portfolio,  adds  further 
proof  to  the  fatty  degeneration  which  constitutional  syphilis 
brings  about  in  every  tissue* 

This  is  the  only  instance  of  syphilitic  insanity  of  which 
we  are  able  to  present  photo-micrographic  representations. 
The  insanity  in  this  case  was  of  an  acute  form,  and  the 
plates,  while  revealing  such  profound  fatty  degeneration, 
at  the  same  time  show,  in  a  marked  degree,  the  altera- 
tions characteristic  of  acute  insanity*  The  history  of 
this  case  in  the  beginning  was  one  of  typhoid  fever,  and 
the  physicians  giving  the  certificate  for  his  admission  to 
the  asylum,  (he  was  indicted  for  homicide)  hafl  hesitation 
in  his  case,  and  on  his  admission  the  mental  phenomena 
of  insanity  were  only  slightly  indicated.  He  died  soon 
after  and  a  post  mortem  examination  revealed  extensive 
intfammation  of  Peyers  glands  with  ulceration. 

The  capillary  system  has  participated  in  the  morbid 
processes  in  every  instance,  hut  it  has  seemed  to  b© 
affected  primarily,  particularly  in  general  paresis  and 
epilepsy.  The  nature  of  the  alteration  has  been  ulti- 
mately atrophic  in  every  case,  that  is,  resulting  in  the 
disappearance  of  central  nerve  elements,  to  wit  : 
nerve  cells  and  fibres,  with  a  remarkable  hyperplasia  of 
amorphoos  matter  and  connective  fibres.  In  acuta  cases 
the    involvement   of   the   fundamental   elements    in    the 
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morbid  process  has  appeared  to  have  taken  place  rapidly, 
and  without  any  obBervable  efl'usion  of  lymph  throy^h- 
out  the  tissue.  Su^h  a  morbid  process  cannot  be  looked 
upon  as  of  an  inflammatory  character,  for  no  prolifera- 
tion of  capillary  vessels  or  the  so-cuUed  inflammatory 
corpuscles  of  Beiniett  hava  occurred. 

The  trouble  here  has  rather  betrayed  itself  in  a  con- 
dition of  intense  irritation,  exhausting  the  power  of  the 
cerebral  cells  and  ultimately  bringing  on  their  consecu- 
tive necrobiosis.  This  assumption  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  phenomena  of  restlessness  and  delirium,  found 
in  acute  mania,  and  is  furthermore  strengthened  by  the 
discovery  made  by  Brown-Sequard,  that  in  cases  of 
paralysis  from  injury,  without  irritation  of  the  nervous 
centers,  the  con  seen  iive  alterations  of  nutrition  are  slow 
in  their  progress,  while  on  the  contrary,  witit  irritation  of 
the  brain  and  cord,  alterations  of  nutrition  and  structural 
clianges  supervene  rapidly. 

More  than  two  years  ago,  Dr.  E.  R.  Hun,  in  examininp^, 
in  the  Asylum,  under  the  microscope,  recent  sections  in 
the  first  case,  acute  under  consideration,  observed  cer- 
tain spots,  the  nature  of  which,  however,  we  weie  not 
able  to  determine.  Dr.  Hun  described  this  morbid 
appearance  as  follows  :  *•  While  examining  the  brain  of  a 
female  patient  who  died  during  an  attack  of  sub  acute 
mania,  in  August.  1871,  I  saw  for  the  first  time,  a  pe- 
culiar lesion  of  the  tissue  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord, 
which  I  subsequently  met  witli  in  a  number  of  cases,  not 
only  of  acute  mania^  but  also  of  other  forms  of  insanity. 
These  sections  of  the  tissue,  previously  hardened  in 
absolute  alcohol,  were  made  and  colored  with  carmine, 
rendered  transparent  with  benzole,  and  mounted  in  balsam* 
Examined  by  transmitted  light,  they  coul<l  be  seen  with 
the  naked  eye,  studded  with  small  white  spots,  which  were 
very  numerous  and  of  variable  size.  Under  the  microscope 
these  spots  presented  a  granular  appearance,  and  many  of 
them  contained  a  number  of  elongated  crystalline  bodies. 
They  did  not  imbibe  the  carmine  solution  to  the  same 
extent  as  the  surroundrng  heidthy  tissue*  and  were  of  a  pale 
greenish  color.  There  edges  were  not  well  defined,  but 
the  deposit  seemed  gradually  to  merge  inio  the  normal 
brain  substance.  They  were  circular  or  oval  in  form,  and 
varied  in  size  from  one-twentioth  to  less  than  five-hundreth 
of  an  inch  in  diameter.  In  some  instances  the  nerve  fibrea 
seemed  to  pass  through  them,  but  as  a  general  rule  they 
seemed  to  be  destroyed *" 
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We  BOW  find  that  the  spots  are  not  colored  by  carmine 
at  all.  The  sections  then  examined  by  Dr^Hiin,  were  thick 
nnd  what  appeared  to  he  a  shght  coloring  by  carmine,  was 
due  to  coloring  of  brain  tissue  under  and  over  the  spots. 

Dr.  McKendrick,  assistant  to  the  physiological  chair  in 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  found  that  within  ten  days 
after  wounding  the  brain  of  pigeons,  around  the  cicatrics, 
where  they  were  healing,  certain  bodies  appeared  which, 
upon  examination,  were  seen  to  be  colloid.  Batty  Tuke 
says  :  *'  Colloid  degeneration  is  one  of  the  raost  important 
and  interesting  forms  of  brain  lesion,  being  I  believe  the  pri- 
mary pathological  change  in  certain  of  the  moat  prominent 
and  well  deSned  varieties  of  insanity,  I  will  merely  say 
now  that  good  reason  exists  for  believing  that  upon  colloid 
degeneration,  depend  those  cases  in  %vhich  the  vague 
term  brain  disease  is  employed  to  indicate  that  a  primary 
atFection  of  that  organ  is  the  exciting  cause  of  the  mental 
symptoms/' 

In  the  case  of  the  pigeons,  these  colloid  bodies  would 
seem  to  be  a  hyperplasia,  dependent  on  physiological 
activity  in  an  abnormal  degree,  in  the  process  of  repa- 
ration. 

Tlie  disturbance  or  arrest  of  functional  action,  or  its 
increased  activity  in  an  organ  morbidly  affected,  only  in  a 
circumscribed  or  limited  space  is  already  well  recognized, 
and  may  be  illustrated  in  cases  of  limited  pneumonia, 
where  the  whole  organ,  however,  suffers  in  its  functional 
action.  We  see  the  same  indeed  in  other  organs,  as  the 
liver^  kidneys,  &c.  Limited  or  regional  disease  of  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord,  is  also  a  well  settled  pathological 
fact,  and  in  paralysis,  epilepsy  and  trumatic  injuries  we 
have  marked  examples. 

In  hemiplegia,  a  lesion  in  the  motor  tract  not  only  pro- 
duces paralysis  of  the  anatomically  related  muscles,  but  a 
temporary  and  partial  paralysis  of  muscles  not  so  related. 
Whether  this  latter  is  duo  to  shock  or  physiological  sym- 
pathy, it  is  not  necessary  here  to  discuss,  I  simply  refer  to 
the  fact.  In  severe  cases  of  haemorrhage  into  the  motor 
tract  and  consequent  hemiplegia,  there  is  also  more  or  less 
mental  shock,  and  even  mental  disturbance,  showing  a 
convolutional  relation  with  the  motor  lesion*  On  the 
other  hand,  a  haemorrhage  on  the  surface  of  the  brain 
instantly  affects  the  motor  tracts. 

The  application  of  the  theory  of  limited  or  regional 
lesions  in  insanity  would  seem  to  be  not  only  in  accordance 
with   what  we   discover  in  other  cerebral   diseases,  but  ia 
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Bustained  by  tlie  phenomena  of  th©  disease  and  by  patholog- 
ical investigations. 

In  a  case  of  mania  of  bat  a  few  days  standing,  we  dis- 
covered in  the  fresh  specimens,  when  under  the  micro- 
scope, along  the  true  inner  wall  of  the  capillary  vessels, 
and  between  tlie  wall  and  the  delicate  lining  or  intima> 
email  granular  masses  in  spots  presenting  so  large  an 
accumulation  as  to  practically  produce  a  thrombic  con- 
dition of  the  vessel.  In  others  producing  an  occlusion  and 
practically  an  embolism. 

These  granular  bodies  are  also  collected  near  the 
branching  of  vessels.  In  another  case  of  mania,  where 
the  disease  was  farther  advanced,  we  have  observed 
colloid  bodies,  a  semitransparent  nitrogenous  plasma,  pro- 
teinaceous  in  its  nature,  scattered  through  the  tissue  and 
not  confined  to  the  line  of  the  vessels,  sometimes 
so  thickly  spread  out  as  to  occupy  nearly  half  the  space 
over  the  section.  The  former  would  seem  to  be  the  ear- 
liest morbid  product  of  the  pliyaiological  change,  initiating 
the  Bubseqoent  cerebral  pathological  condition,  thus  sus- 
ttiining  the  opinion  of  pathological  observers  that  the 
change  commences  in  the  vascular  system,  and  that  the 
central  nerve  elements,  the  cells  and  neuroglia,  are  consec- 
utively or  sequently  involved.  This  is  sustained  by  the 
further  observation  that  the  amyloid  bodies,  a  non  nitroge- 
nous product^  which  are  observed  in  the  more  advanced 
conditions,  and  especially  in  chronic  insanity,  dementia  and 
general  paresis,  are  found  also  along  the  vessels  in  the 
location  of  the  original  granuhir  bodies,  these  amyloid 
bodies  being  evidences  of  advanced  degeneration,  found 
not  only  in  sections  immediately  after  death,  and  in  hard- 
ened brain  tissue,  but  also  developed  in  the  brain  after 
death  when  kept  in  moist  and  not  over  warm  locations. 
The  earlier  granular  bodies  spoken  of  wdien  they  spread  over 
a  more  or  less  extended  region,  limit  the  circulation  in  the 
vessel  and  by  impeding  it  induces  firsts  a  local  hypera?mia,and 
subsequently,  by  cutting  off  the  supply  of  blood  or  largely 
embarassing  it,  a  local  amemia;  hence,  we  have  nutrition 
not  only  impaired,  but  to  a  certain  extent  prevented,  and 
the  brain  cells  being  thus  deprived  of  blood,  finally  pass 
into  conditions  of  tatty  degeneration  and  necrobiosis. 
Again,  in  cells  feebly  nourished,  or  subjected  to  pressure  of 
a  mechauical  nature  arising  from  a  proliferation  or  increase 
of  connective  tissue  or  neuroglia,  there  is  embarassment 
of  functions,  at  times  amounting  to  actual  suspension. 
This  increase  of  neuroglia  is  found    in  all    stages  of  the 
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disease.  Indeed  it  will  be  observed  that  this  increase  of 
interstitial  or  araorphoes  matter  has  largely  obliterated  the 
nerve  elements. 

Some  observers,  and  prominently  Batty  Tuke,  probably 
judging  from  this  generfil  distribntion  or  increase  of  inter- 
stitial matter,  suggest  the  idea  that  tlie  disease  commences 
in  the  iiencli  of  the  neuroglia.  The  colloid  bodies  ibund 
so  profusely  in  the  early  stages,  and  being  in  the  natare 
of  normal  plasma,  are  quite  probably  material  thrown  out 
under  increased  fonctional  activity  as  an  attempt  at  a 
reparative  process,  just  as  we  have  plasma  thrown  out  in 
cedema,  or  an  in  the  provisional  exudations  which  occur 
preparatory  to  the  reparative  processes  in  lesion  of  various 
parts  of  the  organism. 

If  the  earlier  grannhitions  in  the  walls  of  the  vessels  and 
the  materials  thrown  out  are  reabsorbed,  (a  process  of 
reabsorption  we  know  to  he  reparative  in  other  organs  as 
in  pneumouia,  congestion  of  the  lungs,  glandular  swellings, 
erysipelatous  cedema^  <&c*,)  recovery  takes  place,  if  not,  as 
before  stated,  the  death  of  the  tissue  follows  from  malnu- 
trition»  or  partial  or  complete  deprivation  of  nourishment 
frnm  pressure,  &c*,  and  the  portion  of  the  brain  involved 
passes  into  a  permanent  condition  of  disease  from  transfor- 
mation, by  degenerative  processes,  into  fat  and  interstitial 
amorplious  matter. 

As  previously  stated,  the  higher  elements  as  the  nerve 
fibres  and  cells,  are  the  last  1o  give  way.  They  often 
preserve  their  vitality,  however,  under  a  low  degree  of 
nutritive  action,  and  when  the  slow  absorption  of  material 
releases  them  from  pressure,  we  have  recovery  in  chronic 
cases* 

A  fact  which  seems  of  the  utmost  importance  is  the 
sirailarity  of  histological  changes  attending  the  diiTereiit 
forms  of  insanity.  If  such  rej^ularity  is  displayed  in  future 
investigations,  as  I  am  strongly  led  to  believe  will  be  the 
case,  this  tact  will  practically  confirm  the  principle,  that 
in  insanity  we  have  to  conten<l  with  only  one  diathesis^ 
manifesting  itself  under  dilTerent  jihasos  in  its  progress 
atid  results.  The  corres|>ondence  between  degenerations 
nf  tlie  cfirtical  substance  and  of  the  centntl  ganglia,  pointed' 
iml  in  France  by  Lnyp,  Lahorde  and  Charcot,  and  in  this 
country  by  Echeverria,  has  tbund  farther  confirmatiorj  in 
these  researches  ;  whereas,  lesions  in  the  structure  of  the 
third  left  convolution,  as  Bouchard,  Echevorria,  Batty 
Tuke  and  others,  have  already  shown,  have  not  necussarily 
involved  theexiestenceof  aphasia  or  amnesia.  The  importance 
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attached    to  this   subject  has  led   me  in  every   instanca 

to  direct  investigation  particularly  to  this  region  of  the 
brain.  I  simply  state  here  the  result,  hoping  to  treat  this 
question  at  some  future  time,  when  the  material  may  be 
sufficiently  abundant  to  determine  the  exact  value  of  the 
ingeniourt  theory  so  eonfidently  put  forfch  by  Broca. 

The  distinction  between  the  appearance  of  the  cerebral 
tissues,  in  the  specimens  presented,  of  mania  and  those  of 
general  paresis  and  epileptic  insanity,  would  seem  to  up- 
hold the  separate  class  assigned  to  the  last  two  forms  of 
disease  in  the  classification  adopted. 

Although  the  cases  thus  fur  examined  may  be  regarded 
as  insufficient  to  establish  general  conclusions,  they  go  to 
strengthen  tbe  conviction  sustained  by  the  laws  of  general 
pathology,  that  insanity  is  a  physie*il  disease  of  the  brain ^ 
and  that  the  mental  phenomena  are  symptoms.  Further, 
that  the  microscope  with  patient  and  close  investigation, 
will  continue  to  disclose  structural  changes  in  the  cerebral 
tissue,  as  marked  as  those  heretofore  unsuspected,  when 
examinations  were  limited  to  the  scalpel  and  naked  eye  ; 
and  in  these  investigations,  when  the  entire  range  of  the 
disease,  in  every  stage  of  its  progress^  shall  have  been 
brought  under  the  microscope,  we  may  be  able  to  solve 
the  problem  of  the  morbid  processes  conveniently  denom- 
inated as  insanity. 

Another  conclusion  to  which  these  investigations  would 
naturally  lead,  is,  that  the  variety  and  changes  in  the  pre- 
dominant symptoms  of  insanity,  may  find  their  explana- 
tion, not  so  much  in  the  variety  of  lesion s»  as  in  the  special 
parts  of  the  cerebral  centres,  which  are  morbidly  involved 
in  each  case;  or,  to  bring  the  idea  within  narrower  limits, 
that  emotional,  ideational  and  motor  disturbances  have 
their  foundation  in  the  extent  and  degree,  to  which  the 
nerve  elements  that  minister  to  the  execution  of  intellec- 
tual and  motor  acts,  are  involved  in  the  lesion*  When  the 
disease  reaches  its  ultimate  Btage»  all  distinctions  cease, 
dementia  being  the  same  closing  stage  of  every  so-called 
form  of  insanity. 

The  bodies  or  cells  are  the  so-called  granule  cells  of  tho 
German  authors,*  a  peculiar  fatty  cell  formation,  which, 
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first  observed  in  the  spinal  cord,  for  a  time  were  considered 
Hsj  a  pathological  change,  especiully  relating  to  general 
paresis  (progressive  paralysis).  After  more  extended  in- 
vestigations, liovvever,  embracing  over  three  hundred  cases, 
only  a  part  of  which  were  accompanied  by  the  symptoms 
of  pureaiH  (paralytic  dementia)^  and  after  discovering  the 
same  lesions  in  acute  as  well  as  in  chronic  cases,  and  in  all 
regions  of  the  nervous  centres,  tlie  theory  gained  ground, 
that  these  transformations  of  the  tissue  elements  into 
granule  cells  were  general  phenomena,  produced  by  a 
general  or  local  disturbance  of  nutrition. 

The  extent  to  which  they  appear  is  undoubtedly  in  all 
instances  of  the  greatest  importance.  They  have  been 
found  as  a  component  part  ot  senescence,  but  also  in  the 
cord  of  children,  only  a  few  months  old. 

Their  relation  to  inflammation  of  the  spinal  marrow  has 
led  authors  to  dintinguish  between  simple  myelitis  and 
myelitis  connected  with  a  formation  of  granule  cells;  the 
last,  without  regard  to  paralytic  dementia  (paresis)  and 
frequently  connected  with  phthisis  and  in  cases  of  chronic 
mania  and  melancltolia  of  long  standing,  and  especially  in 
cases  of  senile  dementia  (Simon)  accompanied  by  paralytic 
symptoms.  The  aflcction  of  the  dura  and  pia  spinalis, 
known  as  chronic  spinal  meningitis 'found  in  connection 
with  phthisis,  as  first  pointed  out  by  himon.  may  lead  to  a 
closer  study  of  the  symptoms  of  the  so-culled  granule  cell 
myelitis^  without  being  complicated  with  affections  of  the 
nervous  centres. 

In  gray  degeneration,  Turk,*  distinguishes  between  a 
gray  degeneration  without,  with  only  a  small  ami  with  an 
extensive  occurrence  of  granule  cells,  and  maintains  no 
necessary  connection  between  these  two  lesions.  Theod. 
Simon  asserts  with  great  positiveness  that  the  granule  cells 
myelitis  can  i»ot  be  regarded  as  its  beginning  state»  and 
tliat  it  ma}'  produce  itself  the  most  marked  symptoms  ot 
paralysis,  without  undergoing  a  metamorphosis  into  gray 
degeneration. 

Tlie  former  jissumption  (Turk)  tlfit  the  whole  process 
of  transformation  of  tissue  elements  into  granule  cells  is 
only  to  be  regarded  as  a  slowly  progressive  one  conld  like- 
wise not  be  ascertained.  On  the  contrary,  in  all  tlmse 
rases,  where  they  undoubtedly  |)roved  fatal,  the  changes 
occurred  most  rapidly,  as  in  fatty  matamorphosis  in 
general. 


*Tnrk :  Wittier  Acftdemte  fierlcbto  Jitnl  1860^ 
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In  a  case  of  emboliam  of  one  of  the  larger  cerebral 
arteries  of  only  three  day's  dunttion,  the  smaller  vessels 
and  capillaries  wers  found  extensively  involved  by  ac- 
cumulatioiia  of  tliej^e  cells.  Similar  very  acute  cases  have 
been  observed  by  Voisin,*  by  Hnguenin.t  and  as  abovu 
sliown  in  plates,  and  these  latter  have  presented  an  excel- 
lent occasion  for  the  study  in  detail  of  the  developraeot  of 
granule-cells. 

The  drawings  and  the  description  given  by  Voisin  are, 
however,  lacking  in  correctness  and  distinction,  while  thoj^e 
of  Huguenin  could  only  in  most  of  the  principsil  parts  be 
confirmed  hy  our  own  investigations,  before  we  had  the 
opportunity  of  noticing  the  same* 

1.  The  oblong  nuclei  of  the  fusiform  cells  of  the  capil- 
laries are  transformed  into  granule-cells. 

Of  the  ceil-eleraents  of  the  vascular  system  the  nuclei 
of  the  smallest  capillaries  seem  in  all  cases  first  alTected. 
The  nucleus  looses  its  smooth,  shining  appearance,  swells 
up,  beginning  at  the  outer  border ,  first  to  an  oviform,  some- 
times irregular  shaped  granular  l)ody,  in  wliich  often  two 
or  three  small  spherical  nucleoli  are  distinguished.  In  a 
little  further  advanced  stages  two  or  three  of  these  bodies 
formed  by  division  of  the  first  one,  fill  up  nearly  the  whol^ 
space  of  the  mother  cell,  distending  its  membrane,  which 
soon  entirely  disappears,  and  rows  on  each  side  of  six, 
eight  or  more,  dart  granulated  globules,  here  and  there 
showing  between  them  the  remains  of  an  unaltered  cell, 
mark  tlie  course  of  the  former  capillary  duct. 

2.  The  nuclei  of  the  cells  of  the  udventttia  of  the  capil- 
laries are  transformed  into  granule-cells. 

These  transformations  of  the  tine  and  delicate  involucrum 
which  surrounds  the  larger  capillaries  of  the  nervous  cen- 
ters oxhihit  somewhat  dillerent  features  from  tliose  above 
described.  An  accumnlation  of  a  grumous  granular  matter 
first  takes  place  around  tlie  nuclei.  The  nucleus  entirely 
involved  by  these  granules  disappears,  and  a  granule-cell ^ 
sometimes  of  considerable  size,  is  iormed.  What  part  the 
Tiucleus  takes,  however,  in  the  process  of  multiplication  of 
these  cells,  has  not  yet  been  determined.  But  soon  they 
appear  niuitiplied  by  division,  and  the  new  accumulations 
form  in  the  most  advanced  stages  large  oval  masses  of 
granule-cells,  which  involve  entirely  the  unaltered,  though 
apparently  compressed  inner  space  of  the  capillary  vessel. 
Some  of  these  exhibit,  soon  after  reaching  this  state,  an 

*VoiBtxk:  AwoolatloD  FnocaiM.    Bordo^Qx,  1873. 
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atheromatous  condition;  tbe  outlines  of  the  cells  bocome 
indistinct  and  a  crystalline  tatty  mass  is  formed. 

3.  The  lymphatic  elements  of  the  adventitia  of  the 
vessels  are  transformed  into  granule-cells, 

TheHe  belong  to  the  most  common  and  most  extensive 
ones.  The  formation  of  the  cells  occur  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  in  the  adventitious  elements  of  the  capillaries,  by 
accnmulation  of  granular  bodies  which  multiply  by 
division. 

4.  The  nuclei  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  vessels  are 
transformed  into  granule'cells. 

The  liistory  of  ihese  traiisformations  has  recently  been 
brought  within  our  observation  in  a  case  of  melancholia 
connected  with  phthisis.  According  to  Hnguonin,  in  an 
acute  case,  after  removing  the  degenerated  adventitious 
parts^  the  outlines  of  the  muscular  fibres  disappear,  the 
transversely  situated  nuclei  are  enlarged,  become  opaque 
and  of  a  gruraoug  and  granular  structure,  wliile  the  whole 
vessel  itself  perishes* 

5.  The  nuclei  of  the  neuroglia  are  transformed  into 
granule-cells. 

The  nuclei  are  enlargefl,  the  protoplasm  appears  con- 
tracted, opaque  and  of  a  rlarker  color  than  usual.  In 
farther  advanced  stages  it  is  divided  into  two,  three  or 
more  granular  conglomerations,  which  afterwards  separate, 
forming  as  many  single  globules. 

6.  Tiie  spindle-shaped  ganglion-cells  of  the  inner  layer 
of  the  cortes  of  the  convolutions,  and  the  larger  pyramidal 
cells  are  transformed  ioto  granule-cells. 

The  prucess  in  the  transformation  of  the  smaller  ganglion- 
celts  is  much  like  that  of  the  nuclei  of  the  neuroglia.  The 
pyramidal-cells  appear  first  as  puffed  out,  the  protoplasm 
IS  formed  into  vesicles,  like  small  oil  globules,  surrouuding 
the  nuclei.  The  nucleus  looses  its  fine  punctured  appear- 
ance, and  seems  divided  by  the  contraction  of  its  contents 
into  a  translucent  part,  which  often  contains  the  opaque 
looking  nucleolus  and  into  a  grumous  mass  filling  out  the 
other  half.  In  further  advanced  stages  the  whole  nucleus 
seems  to  form  one  large-sized  granule-cell,  sometimes  with 
irregular  outlines,  the  outer  part  of  the  cell  and  the  pro- 
cesses are  then  shrivelled. 

In  all  instances,  as  will  be  seen,  a  necrotic  decay  of  the 
elements  is  the  general  feature  of  these  changes,  apparently 
produced  by  a  sudden  and  continued  lack  of  nutrition, 
Tlje  principally  attectod  regions  are  always  softened,  often 
intermingled     with    lymphatic     elements,    which,     very 
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probably,  play  an  iraportant  role  in  the  propagation  of 
these  lesions. — American  Journcd  <y  Insanity. 


Antidote  op  Rabiess. — Dr.  Jitzki  communicated,  in 
January^  1874,  to  tlie  Imperial  Society  of  Wilna  (Rus- 
sia)^ a  fact  of  some  ioteretit.  Avery  savage  dog  was  in 
the  habit  of  killing  vipers  {Coluber  her  its),  and  his  month 
and  neck  were  covered  with  wounds  inflicted  by  the  vipers. 
This  animal  was  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  which  had  already 
bitten  several  horned  cattle  and  a  dog;  tbe^e  all  perished 
in  a  rabid  state.  The  owner  of  the  first-mentioned  dog, 
not  wishing  to  destroy  him,  determined,  however,  to  watch 
him,  and  made  up  his  mind  to  kill  the  poor  animal  at 
the  first  symptom  of  rabies.  Nothing,  however,  happened, 
and  the  dog  remained  quite  well. 

This  case  struck  Dr.  Jitzki,  especially  as  he  learned  thai 
a  woman  of  the  same  locality  had  been  bitten  by  a  viper 
and  somtttime  afterwards  by  a  mad  dog  without  suffering 
from  hydrophobia.  He  was  thus  led  to  suspect  that  there 
18  antagonism  between  the  virus  of  hydrophobia  and  the 
virus  of  vipers.  If  this  were  true,  young  dogs  might  be 
inoculated  with  the  latter  virus,  and  thus  be  made  insus- 
ceptible to  hydrophobia.— TAe  Laticelj  June  6th,  1874. — 
PhUaddpMa  Medical  Ti^nes, 


A  VERY  active  preparation  of  ergot,  which  is  particularly 
adapted  for  subcutaneous  injection,  is  suggested  by  Dr. 
Wernich,  of  Berlin  (American  Journal  of  Ptiarmacy,  July  1, 
1874),  who  proposes  to  exhaust  the  ergot  with  ether,  strong 
alcohol,  and  finally  with  water;  the  infusion  is  then  dialyzed 
through  parchment'paper,  and  the  solution  evaporated ; 
this  extract,  after  acidulation  with  sulphuric  acid,  was 
mostly  soluble  in  alcohol,  and  when  again  carefully  neutral- 
ized by  soda,  yielded  to  weak  alcohol  all  its  active  proper- 
ties. Subcutaneously  injected,  the  author  obtained  good 
results  promtply,  and  the  inconveniences  attending  th<) 
hypodermic  use  w^ere  slight  and  disappeared  rapidlv. — 
ApotJ^dcer  Zeitung,  1874,  No-  17.  —  Philadelphia  Meclical 
Times, 


Beauty  makes  virtues  smite  and  vices  blush. 
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&tjn6C0log;ij  ami  diseases  nf  Children* 

Hydro-chloral  by  the  Rectum  in  the  Vomiting  of 
Pregnancy. 

Dr.  D.  B.  Simmons  gives  the  history  of  four  cases  in 
which  this  remedy  war*  successfally  employed.  The  first 
case  may  be  taken  as  a  type  of  the  others. 

**  Case  1.  Patient  aged  30  ;  third  child.  The  vomiting 
became  excessive  during  the  third  wet?k  of  pregnancy^  and 
con  tinned  nntil  the  tentli  week,  when  I  saw  her.  For  sev- 
eral days  before  it  had  been  almost  constant,  both  bv  day 
and  night.  She  was  very  much  emaciated  and  nuatle  to 
sit  up,  even  in  bed,  not  having  retained  any  nourishment 
for  several  days.  All  the  nsual  remedies  had  been  tried, 
such  as  the  oxahite  of  cerium,  hydro-cyanic  acid,  hypoder- 
mic injections  of  morphine,  etc.,  bot  with  little  benefit. 

**  I  suggested  the  administration  by  the  rectum,  morning 
and  evening,  of  thirty  grains  of  hydro-chloral,  in  mucilage, 
to  be  increased  in  quantity  if  there  was  no  improvement, 
or  if  the  specific  effect  of  the  medicine  was  not  too  decided, 
I' An  amelioration  of  the  symptoms  was  obtained  by  the  first 
injection,  and  the  result  of  the  second  was  still  more  satis- 
factof}'.  The  second  day's  use  of  the  remedy  arrested  the 
vomiting,  except  at  long  intervals,  and  on  the  third  day 
both  nausea  and  vomiting  ceased  entirely.  There  was  no 
return  of  tl^e  symptoms.  Some  nourishment  was  taken 
and  retained  even  on  the  second  day.     From  this  time  the 

Eatient  rapidly  gained  strength,  and  was  delivered  of  a 
ealthy  child  at  term* 

*'  Should  another  opportunity  offer,  I  have  decided  to 
commence  with  larger  doses,  being  convinced  that  a  de- 
cided impression  produced  by  the  medicine  at  first  will 
require  its  repetition  but  two  or  three  times  to  put  an  end 
to  this  troublesome  symptom,  for  the  time  at  least.'* — The 
Medical  Reeord^  June, 


Hydrate  of  Chloral  in  Puerperal  Eclampsia. 

Dr.  Bourdon  (Lo  Sj^ertmeiitale,  Fasdcolofwno,  1873),  hav- 
ing a  case  of  eclampsia  in  a  woman  aged  21  years,  deter- 
mined to  trv  the  effects  of  hydrate  of  chloral.  The  patient 
had  arriveii  at  the  termination  of  her  first  pregnancy,  and 
for  the  last  fifteen  days  had  suffered  from  cedema  of  her 
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lower  limbs  and  eyelids,  cephalalgia,  sooinolence,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  albumen  in  the  urine,  when  she  suddenly 
fell  into  a  violent  con%^ulsion,  which  lasted  for  ten  minutes. 
As  soon  as  the  attack  passed  off,  M.  Bourdon  administered 
an  injection  per  anuni  of  60  grains  of  hydrate  of  chloral ; 
this  induced  immediate  sleep.  On  the  foHowing  morning, 
to  prevent  any  recurrence  of  the  attack*  two  more  injections 
were  prepared  with  60  f^rains  of  chloral  in  each.  The  first 
was  administered  at  10  A,  M.,  notwithstanding  that  delivery 
had  commenced.  Two  hours  after  a  second  was  givi*n,  and 
at  3  P.  M,  delivery  was  completed  without  consciousness 
on  the  part  of  the  patient.  In  the  evening,  about  8  P.  M., 
a  fresh  convulsion  occurred,  for  wliich  adrauglit  of  60  grains 
of  chloral  was  again  given.  She  fell  into  a  sound  sleep, 
and  the  subsequent  recovery  took  phice  without  anything 
remarkable. — PractUioner^  February,  1874. 


Meningitis  Tuberculosa, 


J.  A.  Waldenstrom*  of  Upsala,  gives,  (Dez/i^cfe  Klinik, 
1873,  No.  29,)  as  the  two  clniracteristic  symptoms  to  aid  in 
the  diagnosis  of  this  disease  in  early  infancy,  the  vomiting, 
and  the  condition  of  the  fontanella.  When  the  former 
occurs  Tifter  awakening  or  during  sleep  and  after  change  of 
position,  from  lying  to  sitting,  or  the  reverse,  especially 
shortly  after  eating,  abdominal  difficulties  being  at  the 
same  time  excluded »  it  can  generally  be  considered  as  due 
to  irritation  of  the  great  nervous  centres  and  affords  a 
suspicion  of  tuberculous  meningitis, 

The  other  principal  aid  to  the  diagnosis  in  very  young 
infants,  the  protrusion  of  the  tnntaneOa,  is  due  to  the  intra- 
cranial pressure  from  the  effusion  into  the  ventricles. 
This  symptom,  which  is  generally  overlooked  by  the  text 
books,  has  been  constant  in  all  the  cases  observed  by  the 
author,  though  not  always  equally  easy  of  detection* 

In  one  case  where  chronic  catarrh  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  co-existed,  he  diag- 
nosed the  disease  by  this  symptom  alone,  and  though 
doubted  by  his  colleagues  of  the  Poliklinik,  the  correct- 
ness of  his  judgment  was  verified  by  the  autopsy, 

The  diagnosis  without  these  symptoms  may  be  suffi- 
ciently easy  to  the  skilled  practitioner,  but  those  less  ac- 
customed to  diseases  of  children,  will  find  them  useful, 
©specialli^  so  as  they  occur  at  a  period  when  no  knowledge 
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of  his  or  her  subjective  sensations  can  be  obtained  from  the 
little  [jiitient* 


Removal  of  Both  Ovaries. 


Mi\  C*  G.  Wheelhonse,  Surgeoo  to  the  General  In- 
Lfirniary  at  Leeds,  reports  {British  Medical  Journal^  March 
'21 J  1874)  it  has  once  fallen  to  his  lot,  on  removing  an  ovary 
in  the  case  of  a  young  lady  aged  19,  to  find  that  the  other 
one  was  also  in  a  slate  of  incipient  disease.  This  he  re- 
moved at  the  same  time,  and  thus  perfectly  unsexed  his 
patient, 

'*  It  is  three  years  ago  this  mouth  since  the  operation 
was  performed^  and  I  have  watched  the  case  ever  since 
with  the  greatest  anxiety.  There  has  never  been  any 
attempt  at  menstruation,  nor  has  any  vicarious  discharge 
ever  taken  the  place  of  the  natural  one  ;  but,  beyond  this, 
I  see  so  change  of  any  kind.  The  general  health  is  now  as 
perfect  as  it  ever  was,  and,  so  far  from  any  uncomfortable 
symptoms  of  masculinity  having  occurred,  the  voice 
remains  as  soft,  tlie  bust  as  full,  and  the  whole  aspect  and 
demeanor  are  as  perfectly  feminine  as  in  any  other  young 
lady  of  my  acquaintance." — Medical  Netcs  and  Library. 


Mechanic  At,  Contraction  op  the  Uterus. — Sir  James 
Bimpson  used  to  mention  a  custom  among  some  savage 
tribes,  where,  on  the  approach  of  labor,  a  stake  was  driven 
into  the  ground,  and  a  long  rope  attached  to  it;  the  distal 
end  of  this  rope  was  wound  around  the  patient's  body,  and 
she  herself  gradually  turned  round  so  as  to  be  brought 
nearer  to  the  stake  as  the  labor  progressed,  thus  insuring 
an  efficient  following-up  of  the  uterus  upon  the  descend- 
ing child,  thereby  preventing  post-partum  hemorrhage. — 
British  Medical  JommaL 


Sanitary  Notes.^ — The  whole  science  of  Hygiene  may 
he  included  in  the  one  word  Cleanliness,  The  removal 
of  refuse  of  all  kinds,  solid,  liquid  and  gaseous,  is  embraced 
within  it,  aud  pure  air  and  water  become  a  necessary 
result  of  the  operation.  It  is  a  trite  saying,  ^'Nature 
abhors  a  vacuum,'*  or,  more  correctly,  Mature  always 
supplier  a  vacuum. 
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3f  u1jUg  3|lBalth  aad  Wtied  Statistics. 

state  Board  of  Health. 


Abstract  &om  the  Eeports  of  Deaths  and  their  Oanses  ib  the  Mowing 
Oitiea  and  Towns  in  Oalifomia.  dnrmg  June,  1874. 
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S.  F,  B'd  of  Health, 
Sac.  B'd  of  Health. 
Dr.  G.  W.  Hravea, 
Dr.  A.  H.  Pratt. 
Stockton  B'd  Health. 
Dn  A.  B.  CftldwelL 
Dr.  E.  A.  Kunkler. 
Dr.  T.  C-  iStocktOD. 
Dr  J.  M.  Vaijce, 
Dr.  H.  S.  Orme. 
Dr  Win.  Curlew, 
Dr.  C.  F.  A.  NichelL 
Dr.  M.  B.  Pond. 
Dr.  W.  W,  Rom, 
Dr.  S.  Lyons. 
Dr,  C,  L,  Anderson. 
Dr.  8.  D.  CarapbelL 
ih.  Lake  Robioaon. 
Dr.  J.  C.  Montague. 
Dr.  C.  B.  Bate*. 
Dr.C.A.Kirkpatrick. 
Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson. 
Dr.  A.  S.  Dabciit. 
Dr.  M.  Baker 
Dr.  Daniel  Ream. 
Dr.  J,  J.  Sawyer. 
Dr.  Alemby  Jump. 
Dr.  J   Bradford  C<ix. 
County  Recorder. 
Dr.  J.  L.  JackaoD. 
Dr,  Nichols. 
Dr.  L.  F.  Jones. 


Refuark^. — Our  table  reveals  the  not  unusual  increase  of 
loortality,  witb  the  advance  of  Summer  in  Sjin  Francisco, 
and  Monterey,  In  tlie  former  place,  the  increase  is  more 
than  20  per  cent,  that  of  May^  and  appears  to  be  chiefly 
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ny  very  young  children — there  being  18  deaths  from 
cholera  iDfaiitnnK  It  is  impossible  to  discover  the  cause 
of  the  great  mortality  in  Los  Angeles,  on  account  of  the 
imperfection  of  the  returns.  Our  attentive  correspondent 
>mplains  that  the  Registration  laws  are  not  generally 
Bgarded,  There  should  be  a  local  Board  of  Health  estab- 
lislied^  not  only  here,  bnt  in  all  our  cities  and  towns,  in 
accordance  with  Article  V.,  Secticm  3,059  of  the  Political 
Code.  Contrary  to  rule,  the  mortality  in  Stockton  and 
MarysviHe  has  declined  one-half.  In  the  former  locality 
we  have  but  6  deaths  from  Scarlatina,  against  9  in  the 
preceding  month*  Among  a  population  of  about  1,500  in 
an  area  of  18  square  miles,  Dr.  Jones,  of  Sierra  City, 
reports  59  cases  of  sickness  and  no  deaths  during  June. 
Dr.  Nicliell  reports  3  deaths  out  of  82  cases  treated  in  his 
locality  ;  and  Dr»  Jump  7  cases  of  sickness,  and  no  deaths 
in  his  practice,  extending  over  an  area  of  10  square  miles, 
and  embrncing  a  population  of  about  1500*  These  focts 
speak  well  for  the  healthfuhiess  of  the  State  at  this  season. 
Thomas  M.  Logan,  M.  D., 
Permanent  Secretary  State  Board  Health. 


Board  of  Health. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Health  was  held 
yesterday,  Mayor  Otis  presiding. 

Dr-  W.  W.  Lawlor,  Resident  Physician  of  the  City  and 
County  Hospital,  submitted  his  anrnial  report  as  follows  : 
Patients  remaining  in  Hospital  July  1st,  1874,  303;  fuitieTits 
admitted,  3,244 J  total  to  be  accounted  for,  3,547;  patients 
discharged  cured^  1»968;  discharged  by  their  own  request, 
892;  died,  275;  sent  to  tiie  Insane  Asylum,  16;  sent  to  the 
Alms  House,  59;  remaiuiug  July  1st,  1874,  337—3,547; 
average  number  of  patiefits,  366;  number  of  outside  treat- 
ments, 11,201;  children  boru^ — mates,  21;  females,  11;  total, 
32.  According  to  sex  and  color,  those  admitted  during  tlie 
year  are  divided  as  follows:  Males,  white,  2,776;  black,  54; 
yellow,  8;  total,  2,838.  Females,  white,  400;  black,  6; 
total,  406* 
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A    KEW    WABD    NEEDED. 

The  Visiting  Physician  reported  that  several  of  the 
warda  in  the  hospital  were  overcrowded,  and  recommended 
the  building  of  an  additional  ward.  A  resolution  waa 
adopted,  requesting  the  Supervisors  to  attend  to  the 
matter. 

THE  NORTH  BEACH  NUISANCE. 

The  much-coraplained-of  nuisance  at  North  Beach  was 
brought  up,  and  after  some  discussion  a  resohition  was 
adopted,  recommending  to  the  Supervisors  that  the  Mason- 
street  sewer  be  extended  into  the  bay,  and  that  the  Taylor- 
street  sewer  be  continued  from  Francisco  street  to  the  bay. 

Mr,  Cragiti,  Clerk  ofthe  Mayor,  was  elected  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Health. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  other  unimportant  busi- 
ness the  Board  adjourned. — AUa, 


Report  of  the  Coroner  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco— J.  H.  Rice,  M.  D* 
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Henry  OinBOjfs.  Jr.,  M.  D., 
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The  French  Mutual  Benevolent  Association* 


Statistics  op  Patients  paoM  May  1st  to  July  31st,  1874. 


Visitiug  Physicians :  Dr.  Tigne  Dupuytreii  and  Dr* 
D'Oliveira. 

Cousulthig  Pli3^!sician  :  Dr.  B,  Hoffstetter. 

Patients  under  treatment  the  1st  of  M^iy,  1874,  60  ; 
admitted  from  May  1st  to  July  31st,  1874,  210.  Total, 
276. 

Of  this  number:  Patients  cured  or  conviileacent,  211  ; 
dead,  14  ;  under  treatment  on  the  31i3t  of  Julr,  1874,  51, 
Total,  276.  Average  number  of  patients  treated  daily, 
63. 

Causes  of  death — Asthma,  3;  phthisis,  4;  typhoid  fever, 
1;  apoplexy,  1;  erysipelas,  1;  syphilis — ulceration  of  throat, 
1  ;  perforation  of  the  stomach,  1 ;  myelitis,  1  ;  general 
rheumatism,  1.     Total,  14. 

In  this  institution  all  physicians  are  allowed  to  attend 
the  patients  they  may  send  to  the  Hospital. 


HosjMtals  and  Hospital  Construction. 


BY   JOHN    M.    WOODWORTH,    M.    D., 
Supervkmi;  Surgoon  United  States  Mariiie  Hospital  Sorrioe. 


Though  the  following  is  but  an  outline  of  the  subject  of 
the  above  title,  sketched  amid  the  pressure  of  official 
duties,  and  the  details  of  a  service  extending  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  nmi  from  the  Great  Lakua  to  the 
Giilf»  it  is  oflered  in  the  belief  that  the  adoption  of  the 
pavilioo  hospital  plan,  alluded  to  in  the  pages  of  the  pre* 
ceding  report* — and  which  marks  tlie  inauguration  of  a 
new  era  in  hospital  construction,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
Marine  Hospital  Service  is  concerned^renders  necessary 
an  explanation  of  the  details  of  the  plan  adopted,  and, 
incidentally,  some  consideration  of  the  principles  which,  it 
is  c*mceived,  should  govern  hospitals,  their  design,  loca- 
tion, material,  general  arrangement,  duration  of  use,  etc. 

*  Report  of  Itie  SupervlBitig  Surgeon  U.S.  MAriHQ  Eo^lUl  Serrice.  1873. 


WooDWORTH,  Hospitals, 
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Hospitals  are  esttablished,  primarily,  to  facilitate  the 
recovery  of  the  sick  and  disabled*  But  while  this  is  the 
first  and  fund  amenta!  principle,  to  the  enforcement  of 
which  all  others  should  be  subservient,  the  essential  reason 
for  tlie  existence  of  a  hospitah  aa  bucIij  m  the  aggregation 
of  patients  under  such  couditions  as  that  a  rehitively  8mall 
imml>er  of  medical  attendants  and  nurses  may  suffice  for 
their  treatment  and  care* 

With  this  aggregationofpatients»  however,  come  certain 
evils,  wljicli,  if  not  met  and  counteracted  in  the  mode  of 
construction  and  in  tlie  general  arrangement  of  the  hos- 
pitaK  frustrate  the  primary  object,  and  even  become  the 
cause  of  other  and  graver  disease,  and  of  a  consequent 
increased  percentage  of  mortality. 

What  these  evils  are  will  be  described  more  fully  in  the 
context ;  but  it  may  be  here  remarked  that  it  so  happens 
that  tbe  most  economical  mode  of  hospital  construction  is 
really  safest  for  tbe  sick.  Wlicn  this  fact  comes  to  be  as 
clearly  recognized  by  the  profession  generally,  as  it  is  now 
by  a  tew  close  observers  of  hospilal  practice,  the  old  mag- 
nificent hospitals,  built  as  "  monuments  for  all  time,"  will  be 
abandoned  for  the  simple  pavilicm,  of  indefinite  existence  ; 
Hod  the  only  strictly  peroianent  parts  of  the  mcHlern  hos- 
pital, constructed  on  wise  sanitary  principles,  will  be  the 
executive  building,  kitchen,  laundry,  and  engine  house. 
For  although  we  are  accustomed  to  re,c:ard  the  hospital  as 
an  asylum  designed  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick,  yet  it  not 
nn frequently  occurs  that  patients  enter  great  general  hos- 
[litals  with  simple  diseases  or  trivial  injuries,  and  contract 
therein  other  maladies  of  a  more  serious  character,  of 
which,  indeed,  they  often  die.  What  is  true  of  the  large 
general  liospitals  referred  to,  is  unfortunately  true  of  every 
marine  bospital  now  in  use,  the  hoav  Ciiicago  Marine  Hos- 
pital* ahnie  excepted. 

EVILS   OP    BAl>Ly    CONSTRLTCTEO    HOSPFTALS. 

The  causes  which  render  a  badly  constructed  hospital 
uidicaUld'ul  are  dm.*  to  tliose  natural  inllueuces  wddeh  are 
continually  at  work  in  tlie  body,  sulfering  trom  disease,  to 
restore  it  to  the  normal    condition  of  health.     The  lungg 

*  Like  til  Ui«  work  of  Mr,  ViTixnT,  It  is  tburoughl;  buneat  au<]  eoinplnU\  kdU  U  li 
certiUily  iio  reflftction  iitK>ii  his  profcxwlooftl  ftbUity*  to  My  that  ih«  chief  blt>tuli»h  of  tbo 
Cliiicago  ho«pltt).  ill  the  t  7^  of  tae  niodero  bo«ptt»l  •urgeon*  is  tbo  arrhit«oturml  mera 
Ln  itm  prumiHe  of  solid  cnilurtriee  &ijd  pttrmftQeDoe.  Bal  wblle  thus  ehowiog  bit  pre* 
einlneut  Ability  lii  denlitiu  with  ihi»  old  itMidArda,  Mr,  Mullstt  baa  been  equAUj 
parompt  to  recognlie  uid  rcepond  to  tb«  r«qiilr«m<i&lft  of  the  new:  ftnd  the  writer  detirea 
b«re  to  tckxiowledge  bl«  i»delH«illie««  fur  the  ready  tod  luteUige&t  laVreat  with  whleb 
hln  mggeatioua  lu  regard  to  wooden  pevtilon  hoipitaJe  have  been  met  by  the  Boper* 
▼Uing  Architect, 
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and  skill  are  two  great  chanuels  through  which  constHntly 
escape  from  the  system,  even  in  liealth,  the  most  deleter- 
ious or  poiBoiioos  elements**  In  disease  these  emanations 
become  more  actively,  and  even  Bpecifically,  poisonous ; 
hence  a  nnmber  oi' patients  congregated  in  a  common  ward, 
generate  a  miasm  which  accnraulates,  if  not  nipidty  re- 
moved by  adequate  ventdation,  until  every  part  of  the 
room  is  pervaded,  and  after  a  longer  or  shorter  period, 
depending  upon  the  persistency  and  degree  of  cumulation, 
the  floor T  walls,  furniture,  and  bedding  of  the  ward  become 
ftatn rated  with  a  miasm  which  is  capable  of  poisoning  a 
large  percentage  of  those  who  are  exponed  to  its  iniluonce* 

The  phases  of  hospital  disease  produced  hy  hospital 
miasm  vary  under  different  conditions  of  the  victim  a 
exposed  to  it.  Thus,  one  is  attacked  with  erysipelai^^ 
another  with  pyaemia,  or  with  gangrene,  or  with  pnerperal 
fever,  etc.  While  wounded  or  t^uppu rating  surfaces  appear 
to  furnish  the  conditiojia  most  favorable  to  the  reception 
and  activity  of  the  poison,  it  cannot  be  doubte<l  that  most 
diseases  are  aggravated  by  its  influence,  altliougli  the 
patients  may  not  show  the  charactoristic  evidences  of  it. 

The  record  of  pyaDmia  and  erysipelas  in  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, of  New  York,  strongly  exemplifies  the  influence  of 
an  old  building  on  hospital  patients.  The  results  of  an 
examination  into  the  relative  prevalence  of  these  disease^* 
in  that  hospital  during  the  3'ear  1871,  as  ctuupared  with 
former  years,  furnish  the  following  tables,  as  given  in  The 
3Iediccd  Record  of  September  1,  1872  : 


Table  No.  1  shows  the  absolute  frequency  (as  nearly  as 
is  attainable)  of  erysipelas  and  pyaemia  from  1861  to  1871, 
inclusive,  and  their  relative  frequency  in  the  several  years^ 
as  compared  with  one  another  in  the  same  year  : 

Ta^ulk  No.  r 


Y*»r8. 


li^t  18^  186$  IBM'1866  1806iia67ll8C8  18C9  1870  1§71 


51 


100     88 
11     10 


53 


1  Totals 


100     8&1 
99     19« 


Table  No.  2  ahows  the  relative  frequency  of  occurrence 
of  erysipelas  and  pyaemia  during  the  different  months  of 
the  year,  deduced  from  the  records  of  the  hospital  for  the 
time  mentioned  : 
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Table  No 

.  2. 

MoDthM. 

1         ( 

Apr, 

Mb7 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep, 

Oct. 

Not. 

Dws.i 

Total. 

67 

T5 
13 

110 
19 

1^ 
33 

103  '   0a 

39  1    30 

4f 
do 

33 
11 

23 
U 

40 

n 

63 
9 

67 
19 

869 
319 

Tlio  fiicts  reported  were  taken  from  the  hospital  register, 
and  not  from  notes  of  caj^es,  and  are  therefore  but  approx- 
imntive  in  the  case  of  erv^ipehis,  since  the  tabulated  ones 
are  those  otily  in  which  the  disease  whs  either  present  on 
the  patient^s  udniiasion,  or  in  which  it  had  an  unfavorable 
termination.  Cases  of  erysipelas,  complicating  wounds  or 
other  injuries,  and  terminating  in  recovery,  would  not  be 
fonnd  recorded  in  the  register.  The  number  of  cases  of 
erysipelas,  therefore,  which  have  been  treated  in  the  hos- 
pital during  tlie  peiiod  mentioned,  must  be  consiaerably 
larger  than  tliat  which  apfiears  in  the  report. 

In  collecting  the  cases  of  pviemin,  tliis  source  of  error 
was  avoided,  inasmuch  as  this  disease  being  uniformly 
hital,  almost  every  case  must  have  been  entered  in  the 
register  as  a  cause  of  death.  There  is  reason  to  Suspect, 
however,  that  owing  to  the  imperfect  miinner  in  which 
pathological  inquiries  w^ere  made  in  former  years,  a  certain 
number  of  cases  of  pyiBraia  were  overlooked,  having  been 
neither  recognized  during  life,  nor  detected  on  post-mortem 
examination*  Sucli  cases,  would,  tlicrefore,  be  recorded 
under  a  false  tmme  in  the  hospital  register,  and  would  not 
appear  in  the  table. 

Dt\  T.  K.  Cruse,  late  house  surgeon  of  Bellevue,  in  an 
article  on  "  The  Treatment  of  Coinj>ound  Fractures  of  the 
Leg,''  which  also  appeared  in  The  Record,  states  that 
*' Bellevue  huspitid  has  I'eaclied  a  period  in  its  exist-ence 
when,  in  tlie  words  of  Billmth,  the  building  is  a  mere 
slaughter-pen  of  the  wounded.  Spite  of  the  most  careful 
and  judicious  sanitary  arrangements,  rtfcovi^ry  from  an 
araputatiiMi  of  the  thigh  for  injury,  is  without  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  oldest  inhabitant  ;  and  when  the  surgeoti  hnds 
'pyteuiia  follow  exsecliou  of  the  ellxiw,  atid  in  tact  the  most 
triHiiig  operation  whereby  the  medullary  caiuil  of  a  bone 
is  ni  any  wise  invaded,  he  is  sorely  tempted  to  refrain 
from  interfering  in  such  cases,  not  willing  to  subject  him- 
self to  the  imputation  of  Imstening  a  termination  which  he 
knows  must  bo  death,  whatsoever  course  he  followed."  * 


*  FftticDta  of  the  Mftrinv  Uoipit«l  l^rTior>  wer«  fonoorly  Irested  in  tblB  hoBptt»l,  Uut 
ovrl»g  to  the  l»rg«  perc«Qtii«te  of  tuurUtUj  «inon|{  tb«m,  it  wu  de^oiAd  win*  lo  dltcoo- 
UbQe  seudlDg  leMnciD  ihtf. 
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The  Mfiriiie  Hospital  at  Cholaea,  Mass.,  although  in  ase 
only  about  thirteoo  years,  lias  snarcely  ever  been  free  from 
erysipelasj  for  several  yeari^,  and  cases  of  pyiBinia,  though 
not  reported  as  sucli,  are  believed  to  have  occurred.  On 
the  1st  of  May  last,  erysipelas  broke  out  iu  the  Marine 
Hospital  at  Saint  Loiiis,  as  the  result  of  overcrowding  ; 
the  wardi^,  like  those  of  Chelsea,  being  badly  planned  and 
poorly  ventilateib  In  a  very  few  days,  nearly  every 
patient  showed  evidences  of  the  poisonous  irifinences  to 
which  they  wort?  exposed.  The  Supervising  Surgeon  vis- 
iting the  hospital  at  this  time,  directed  that  the  patients 
should  be  removed  from  tlie  building,  and  the  wards 
cleansed  and  tlirown  open  for  a  number  of  days  to  the  free 
circuhition  of  the  winds. 

An  outbreak  of  |iya:'inia  or  erysipelas,  should  be  the 
signal  for  prompt,  decided  action.  The  patients  who  are 
attacked  with  the  disease  shoidd  be  removed  at  once,  and 
the  ward  emptied,  thoroughly  cleaned,  exposed  to  snnligbt, 
if  possible,  and  to  the  free  circulation  of  air  day  and  night; 
the  walls  and  ceilings  wlmuld  bo  scraped  antl  whitened  with 
lime,  or,  if  they  are  painted,  thoroughly  washed  witli  soap 
and  water.  If  this  dneri  not  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the 
dreaded  diseases,  the  plastering  should  be  removed  and 
re|daced  by  new;  -and  if  this  does  not  prove  elTectual,  it 
w^onld,  iu  my  opinion,  be  wise  in  tear  down  the  infected 
building,  or  burn  it  up. 

That  the  Jews  were  familiar  with  some  of  the  practical 
measures  herein  proposed,  is  shuwn  by  the  following  pas- 
sage from  the  Old  Testament  : 

And  tlie  priest  shaM  come  a^'am  the  aoventh  day,  and  sIiaU  look  ;  mnd. 
behald,  if  the  plftjruo  be  Hprcad  in  the  walla  of  the  houtie  ;  then  th«  priest 
nhall  command  that,  they  take  away  the  8tone««  in  whioh  the  pla(fiie  i»,  and 
they  shall  csmt  them  intt)  an  unclean  place  without  the  city  ;  and  ho  thall 
Q^iiRe  the  house  to  be  aoraped  within  round  about,  and  they  nhall  pour  out 
the  dufit  that  they  scrapo  o^  without  the  tsity^  into  an  unclean  plaoe  ;  and 
they  shall  take  other  atones,  and  put  them  in  the  place  of  ihom  «tonea  ;  aud 
he  Bhall  take  other  mortar,  and  shall  |daster  the  houae.  And  if  the  plague 
oomo  again,  and  break  out  in  the  house,  alter  that  he  hath  taken  away  the 
stones,  and  after  he  hath  fioraped  the  houne,  and  after  it  im  plbiitered  ;  then 
the  priest  shall  come  and  look  ;  find  behold,  if  the  plaurue  be  spread  in  the 
house,  it  is  a  fretting  leprosy  in  the  house  ;  it  is  unclean.  And  he  shiiU 
break  down  the  howie,  the  stonos  of  it,  and  the  timber  thereof,  and  all  the 
xnortar  of  the  house  ;  and  be  shuH  carry  them  forth  out  of  the  city,  into  au 
nnclean  place, — Lee,  xiv,  39.  45. 

Florence  Nii^hting?ile,  in  her  Notes  on  Hosjniah,  suy8: 
**No  stronger  condemnation  of  any  hospital  or  ward  could 
be  pronounced  than  tlie  simple  fact  that  any  zymotic  dis* 
ease  has  originated  in  it,  or  that  such  diseases  have  attacked 
other  patients  than  those   hrought  in  with    them.     iVnd 


■ 


there  can  be  no  stronger  condemnation  of  any  town  than 
the  outbreak  of  fatal  opidernics  in  it.  Infection^  and  inca- 
piible  amnai^eruent,  or  bad  construction,  are  \u  hospitals, 
as  well  as  in  town^  convertible  terms/^ 

it  is  believed  tlnit  the  evil.*^  described  in  the  foregoing 
pagL^s  may  be  avoided  by  cunforining  to  the  following 
general  system  of  construction  and  disposition  of  hospitala, 
of  which,  as  to  construction  and  arrangement^  the  proposed 
Marine  Pavil ion-Hospital  at  San  Franci^co^  authorized  by 
an  act  of  the  Forty -fecund  Congress,  will  serve  as  an  illus- 
tration. 

The  wards  and  the  buildings  devoted  to  the  kitchen  and 
laundry  are  grouped  around  the  executive  building,  with 
which  they  are  connected  by  a  covered  corridor,  provided 
with  a  sunk  railway-track^  on  which  to  run  a  hand-car  for 
the  easy  transportation  of  heavy  articles  from  one  building 
to  another. 

The  buildings  are  to  be  constructed  of  Oalifornia  red- 
wood, and,  excepting  the  executive  building,  will  be  one 
etory  in  height.  The  estimated  total  cost  of  the  warda 
and  associate  buildings,  including  the  residence  of  tlie 
surgeon,  is  about  J58, 000;  thus  securing  the  most  favorable 
conditions  for  the  recovery  of  the  sick  and  disabled  in  a 
comparatively  economical  manner,  and  combining,  in  the 
arrangement,  the  advantages  of  three  distinct  hospitals 
with  the  greatest  convenience  and  eflSciency  of  administra- 
tion. Some  of  the  details  of  the  plan  of  this  hospital  are 
given  in  the  following  discussion  of 


HOSPITAL  CONSTRUCTrON, 

As  a  prerequisite  to  which  the  selection  of  a  suitabld 
looation  is  important.  A  hospital  designed  for  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  diseivses  should  be  so  located  as  to  be  easily 
accessible.  The  site  should  bt;  free  from  nuisances  of  every 
kind;  abundantly  supplied  with  pure  fresh  water;  suffi- 
ciently elevated  to  insure  good  surface  and  siib-soil  drainage, 
and  isolated  to  an  extent  sutficient  to  give  the  grounds  the 
necessary  exposure  to  currents  of  air.  Although  the  San 
Francisco  Hospital  is  not  yet  located,  owing  to  causes  stated 
in  the  report  to  which  this  paper  is  appended,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  foregoing  desiderata  will  be  secured  in  the  site 
ultimately  determined  upon. 

Basia  of  hospital  arntngcfnejU. — The  hospital  proper 
should  consist  of  pavilions  or  separate  detached  buddings 
of  wood,  one   story  in    height   preferable,  and  of  simple 
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architectural  design,  constructed  with  the  view  of  destroy- 
ing them  so  soon  as  the  peculiar  hospital  disease,*^,  orysipe- 
laSj  pya^Qiin,  gangreiiu,  cte.^  are  engendered  by  the  cumu- 
lated miasm  of  the  patients,  a  condition  which  n^unlly 
obtains  after  the  continued  use  of  a  ward  for  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  the  time  depending  mainly  upon  the  amount  of  air- 
space to  each  patient  and  the  character  of  the  ventihitioii. 

Ground  arrimgemerd  of  wards, — The  pavilions  for  the 
sick  should  be  arranged  on  parallel  or  radiating  (fan* 
shaped)  lines,  running  as  tiearly  as  possible  north  and 
south  J  thereby  receiving  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  during 
the  larger  portion  of  the  day. 

Distance  between  ike  iw(.r(fe-— In  determining  the  distance 
between  the  paviHons  the  elevation  of  the  aito  and  the 
natural  exposure  to  sunlight  and  currents  of  air  should  be 
taken  into  account.  An  intervening  distance,  between  the 
buildings,  of  double  the  height  of  the  pavilions  will  usually 
be  found  to  be  suflicient. 

Nttmber  of  fioors, — ^The  most  healthy  hospitals  are 
pavilions  with  one  floor;  this  is  because  they  require  less 
practical  care  to  secure  good  ventilation.  A  pavilion  with 
two  floors  is  not  seriously  objectionable,  provided  the 
system  of  ventilation  is  distinct  for  each  floor>  Beyond 
this  the  ventilation  is  apt  to  be  imperfect,  and  the  care  and 
proper  supervision  greater  than  is  likely  to  be  given. 

Number  of  wards  to  a  floor, — There  should  bo  but  on o 
ward  to  a  floor.  Cross-walls  or  partitions  obstruct  the 
ventilation,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  the  strictest  care 
can  prevent  the  loul  air  passing  from  one  ward  into  an- 
other on  the  same  floor  where  there  is  a  communicating 
door.  The  only  plan  in  which  two  wards  on  one  floor  are 
admissible  is  where  the  administrative  olfices  and  the  stair- 
way to  the  u[)per  wards  are  in  the  centre  of  the  building, 
with  access  to  wards  right  and  left,  as  in  the  new  Marine 
Hospital  at  Chicago, 

Size',  of  wards, — The  larger  the  ward  the  greater  the 
number  of  patients  that  can  be  accommodated,  and  the 
fewer  the  number  of  atteiulants  required  in  proportion,  as 
well  as  the  greater  the  facility  of  supervision.  There  is  a 
limit,  however,  to  the  size  of  the  ward  fixed  by  sanitary 
and  economical  conditions.  The  ventilation  is  found  to 
become  impeded  if  the  length  of  the  ward  is  over  five 
times  the  width.  As  a  general  rule  the  length  should  not 
exceed  four  times  the  width.  The  most  desirable  width  is 
twenty-eight  feet,  but  in  no  case  should  it  be  less  than 
twenty-five  nor  more  than  thirty  feet,  and  the  height  should 
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be  about  seventeen  feet ;  the  latter  will,  however,  be 
goverjied  in  a  measure  by  the  length  of  the  ward,  but 
should  not  be  less  than  fifteen  nor  more  than  twenty  feet- 

Cubic  space, — The  amount  of  cubic  air-space  necessary  to 
each  patient  depends,  fiidt,  upon  the  effectiveuess  of  the 
ventilation,  and,  cooseqnently,  upon  the  size  of  the  ward; 
and  next,  upon  tlie  location  of  the  hospital,  whether  it  be 
located  in  the  centre  of  a  large  city  or  in  the  open  country. 
In  a  city,  tlie  allowance  should  not  be  less  than  1,800  feet 
per  patient  for  large  wards;  while  small  wards  should  have 
a  capacity  of  about  2^500  cubic  feet  per  patient,  for  the 
reason  that  the  severe  cases  are  usually  placed  in  the  small 
wards,  and  also  because  ot  the  greater  difficulty  of  ven- 
tilating them* 

Superjieial  space. — A  matter  quite  as  important  as  the 
cubic  air-space  is  the  superficial  area  allowed  to  each  bed, 
which,  as  a  rule,  shoold  not  bo  less  than  100  feet. 

Number  of  patienls  to  the  tmird, — In  accordance  with  the 
foregoing  rules  a  ward  28  feet  wide,  17  feet  high  and  120 
feet  long  will  accommodate  thirty-two  patients,  giving  to 
each  105  feet  of  surface  area,  and  about  1,800  cubic  feet  of 
air-space. 

Small  wanh. — Small  wards  are  necessary  in  connection 
with  a  large  hospital,  for  the  ijurpose  of  isolating  certain 
patients;  but,  as  far  as  possible,  such  wards  should  be 
independent  of  the  large  ones. 

Balk  and  wa^i-rooms  ami  water-closets, — ^These  should  be 
separsited  from  the  ward  by  a  well  ventilated  passage. 
The  btiilding  for  these  purposes  is  attached  to  one  corner 
of  the  ward,  nearest  to  which  is  ibe  wash-room,  provided 
with  porcelain  basins  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water; 
next  beyond  is  the  bath-room,  wliich  has  a  bath-tub,  sitz 
and  steam-balh,  and  a  marble  table,  which  is  convenient  in 
treating  cases  of  sun-stroke,  etc.  The  room  containing 
the  water-rlosets  should  be  separated  from  the  passage 
to  the  ward  by  a  door  fitted  to  swing  both  ways, 
and  which  should  always  remain  closed  when  not  in  use. 
The  basins  with  syphtm  traps  tbould  be  well  snpplied  with 
water,  and  arranged  with  close-fitting  covers  and  a  steam- 
pipe  opening  within  the  enclosure  to  enable  the  basin  to 
be  disiijfectcd  from  time  to  time  by  steam.  The  sink  for 
ward-slops,  etc.,  should  be  in  the  same  apartment  with  the 
water-closets.  The  water-system  for  closets,  although 
attended  with  many  disadvantages,  is  believed  to  be  prefer- 
able in  large  hospitals,  provided  the  sewerage  is  good  and  the 
drain  properly  ventilated.     The  latter  can  be  accomplished 
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by  carrj^ing  the  soil-pipe,  full  size,  through  the  roof 
and  leaving  it  open  for  the  escape  of  all  gases.  The  use 
of  the  dry-earth  sy«tem  id  the  ujurine  hospitals  has  not 
been  iitteiided  with  fully  satisfactory  results;  the  partial 
f^iilure  being  due,  no  doubt,  to  want  of  care.  The  con- 
ditions for  the  successful  use  of  dry  enrth  are  simple, 
being  merely  the  application  of  a  sufKcient  quantity  of 
dry  powdered  earth  to  completely  cover  tlie  excretions 
and  absorb  all  the  fluids;  but  it  has  not  been  shown  that 
the  resulting  raixtnrejalthough  rendered  inodorous,  may  Tiot» 
under  certain  circumstances,  emit  poit^onous  exhalations. 

Reading  and  s/noJcing'rctom. — It  is  desirable  to  have  a 
room  connected  with  each  ward  where  the  patientft,  who 
are  well  enougli  to  leave  their  beds,  can  sit  during  the  day 
to  read  and  smoke. 

Nurses^  nmms, — In  the  plan  of  the  S  m  Fra^ncisco  Marine 
Hospital  the  principal  nurses^  room  is  phiced  near  the 
entrance  of  the  ward »;md  is  pruvicJed  with  a  window  which 
commands  a  view  of  its  entire  length.  By  this  meann  the 
supervision  of  the  nurse  is  made  easy  and  more  effectual 
whielj  is  quite  essential  to  proper  care  of  the  sick. 
Patients  are  often  saved  from  serious  mischances  by  the 
timely  intervention  of  the  nurse,  so  that  the  importance  of 
tills  is  obvious. 

Ward  dinhuf-room* — This  is  located  opposite  the  uurftes' 
room  and  is  provided  with  a  small  range  for  special-diet 
cookings  preparing  fomentations,  etc. 

Matenal  for  fioovH. — One  of  the  uniform  defects  in  the 
old  marine  hospitals  are  the  poor  floors.  Hospital  floors 
Rhould  be  made  of  a  compact,  close-grained  wood,  such  h» 
die  fry  I  oak,  or  ash,  and  with  the  joints  filled  uitii  white 
lead  in  oil  to  insure  an  impervious  surface.  The  floors  at' 
the  new  Marine  Hospital  at  Chicago  are  laid  on  cement, 
which  is  filled  in  between  the  iron  joists.  This  prevents 
the  possibility  of  any  iiltli  accumulating  under  the  floor. 
It  is  important  to  fill  the  pores  of  the  wood  to  prevent  the 
floor  from  absorbing  or  holding  water.  Tin's  may  be 
accomplished  by  laying  on,  with  a  brush,  either  paraffin 
dissolved  in  one  of  the  clieap  hydrocarbon  oils,  or  boiled 
linseed  oil  or  beeswax.  The  old  custom  of  scrublnng  or 
scouring  the  ward-floors  should  be  abolished. 

IfalU  and  cei7i;i(/*\^Scarcely  less  than  the  floors,  the 
walls  and  ceilings  of  a  hospital  require  a  smooth,  hard, 
non-absorbent  surface.  That  plastered  walls  absorb  organic 
effluvia  and  become  poisonous  to  the  occupants  of  the 
building,  abundant  examples  prove. 
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A  case  was  reported  to  the  French  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine in  1862,  in  which  an  analysis  of  the  plaster  of  a  hos- 
pital wall  gave  forty-six  per  cent,  of  organic  matter,*  As 
has  been  already  shown,  tlio  Jews,  the  earliest  sanitarists, 
understood  this  subject  and  applied  a  practical  remedy. 
They  scraped  the  walls  and  carried  the  dust  '*  without  the 
city  into  an  unclean  place  ;^^  and  when  this  did  not  suffice 
they  tore  down  their  stone  houses  and  disposed  of  the 
stones,  mortar,  and  timbers  in  the  same  way. 

Walls  of  Parian  cement  are  recommended  and  used 
abroad;  but  as  the  cement,  from  its  hardness,  ia  liable  to 
crack  when  applied  to  the  lathed  walls  and  ceilings  of 
wooden  buildings,  its  use  would  not  be  practicable  for  such 
hospitals  as  are  now  recommended*  Until  some  better 
material  for  covering  walls  is  discovered  or  invented,  it  is 
believed  that  a  smooth  lime  and  sand  plastered  surface, 
painted  with  several  coats  of  lead  in  oil,  and  frequently 
w^asbed  with  soap  and  water;  or  such  a  wall  frequently 
**  whitewashed*^  witli  lime,  aud  periodically  scraped,  will 
give  as  good  results  as  any  plan  now  in  use,  excluding 
those  which  %voold  be  considered  too  expensive. 

The  process  of  painting  or  scraping  and  "  white-wasbing*^ 
the  walls  would  necessitate  the  vacating  of  the  ward  for  a 
time;  but  this  is  desirable,  since  the  vacating  of  a  ward 
from  time  to  time  and  opening  wide  the  windows  to  admit 
free  currents  of  the  outer  air  will  remove  the  peculiar 
hospital  odor,  a  fact  which  I  have  observed  in  examining 
some  of  the  old  marine  hospitals  which  have  been  aban- 
doned for  a  time*  It  seems  almost  superfluous  to  add  that 
the  walls  shouhl  be  free  from  all  unnecessary  angles  and 
ornamentation  upon  which  dust  would  be  liable  to  lodge. 
The  wood- work  of  a  ward  should  be  severely  plain,  so  as 
to  be  easily  cleaned.  Pine,  covered  with  several  coats  of 
shellac  varnish,  answers  the  purpose  well»  and  is 
ecoTmmicab 

Lkfht,  heat,  and  ventilation* — The  windows  of  a  w^ard 
ahould  be  opposite  eacli  other,  and  should  be  arranged  at 
such  intervals  as  that  not  more  than  two  beds  need  be 
phiced  between  any  two  windows.  Such  an  arrangement 
atibrds  abundant  light,  which  is  as  necessary  for  man  as  for 
plants,  and^  in  addition  to  itH  physical  sanative  effects,  the 
patients  are  onal)led  to  read  in  bed,  thus  aflbrding  healthy 
exercise  to  their  minds — an  employment  worthy  of  en- 
couragement as  a  sanitary  measure.     In  the  plan   of  the 
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San  Francisco  Marine  hospital  the  windows  are  three  feet 
wide,  seven  feet  apart,  and  come  witliin  three  feet  of  tlie 
floor.  Over  each  window  there  is  a  hvrge  transom,  which 
may  be  opened  to  any  degree,  or  closed,  by  means  of  a 
cord  working  over  the  pulley.  By  opening  every  other 
tran.^om  and  raising  the  opposite  corresponding  window 
from  the  bottom  a  few  inches,  and  placing  verticaliy  on  the 
sill  a  board,  which  should  be  about  twice  as  wide  as  the 
opening  and  a  few  inches  removed  from  the  window,  a  freo 
interchange  of  the  outer  and  inner  air  may  be  obtained 
without  exposing  the  patients  to  direct  draughts  of  air. 

This  mode  of  ventilation  can  be  used  to  any  considerable 
extent  only  when  the  temperature  of  the  outer  air  is  mild. 
The  open  fire-place  is  the  best  ventilator  of  a  ward  when 
the  weather  without  is  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  to 
keep  thfe  windows  and  doors  closed,  and  no  ward  should  be 
without  an  open  grate,  no  matter  what  other  mode  of 
heating  is  adopted. 

It  is  intended  to  warm  the  San  Francisco  Hospital  by 
two  open  fire-places  placed  along  the  centre  of  each  ward, 
a  plan  adopted  in  the  Herbert  Hospital,  Woolwich,  Eng- 
land, The  chimney  will  pass  under  the  floor,  and,  on 
reaching  the  outer  wall,  enter  and  pass  up  through  the 
centre  of  tlie  fresh-air  flue,  opening  into  the  ward  near  the 
ceiling.  By  this  arrangement  the  outer  fresh  air  will  be 
warmed  several  degrees  in  its  passage  to  the  ward,  thus 
utilizing,  to  some  extent,  the  escaping  heat  of  the  chimney. 
The  fire-place  is  lined  with  fire-orick,  and  arranged  with 
cast-iron  grating  fur  the  coul  to  rest  oil  **A  clear  space, 
half  an  inch  deep,  is  formed  between  the  back-In mji  and 
iron  back  to  receive  a  supply  of  air  through  the  ash-pit 
under  the  grate,  which  passes  through  a  slip  in  the  fire- 
lump  immediately  above  the  fire.  The  air  thus  brought 
into  contact  with  the  heated  coal  is  received  at  a  high 
temperature,  in  consei]uence  of  passing  through  the  heated 
fi re-lump,  and  is  forced  into  contact  with  the  gases  from 
the  coal  by  means  of  the  piece  of  tire-lump  which  projects 
over  the  fire  at  the  back  of  the  grate,  and  thus  a  more 
perfect  combustion  of  smuke  is  effected  than  with  an 
ordinary  grate;  in  fact,  with  care,  almost  perfect  combus- 
tion of  the  fuel  and  consu(|ueut  utilization  of  the  heat  can 
be  obtained,"*  In  the  use  of  this  grate  the  air  of  the 
ward  is  warmed  by  direct  radiation  from  the  fire  in  the 
open  grate;  by  radiation  from  the  sides,  back,  and  top  of 
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the  iron  casing  of  the  fire-bricks,  (which  casing,  owing  to 
its  extent  and  to  the  intermediate  air-chamber  between  it 
and  tlie  fire-bricks,  does  not  become  iso  heated  ii8  to  burn 
the  air;)  and  by  the  heat  in  tiie  chimney,  which  warms  the 
incomintr  tVet*h  air. 

Draiuaye  ami  sewercufe, — All  drains  shotjld  be  ventihited* 
This  is  best  accomplished  by  continuing  the  main  drain- 
pipe (into  w^iich  the  lesser  ones  enter)  straight  np  through 
the  top  of  the  building.  The  drains  shonld  not  pass  under 
any  portion  of  the  hospital,  and  consequently  shonld  be 
placed  in  the  outer  walls.  Care  should  be  taken  that  no 
fresh  air  supply-Hue  opens  near  the  sewer. 

Kitchen* — The  kitchen  and  provision  store-room  shonld 
be  separated  fiom  the  wards.  In  the  plan  of  the  San 
Francisco  Hospil4d  the  kitchen,  provision  store-roojn  and 
general  dining-rooms  are  located  in  a  distinct  building, 
connected  with  the  wards  and  other  buildings  by  a  covered 
corridor.  Each  ward  is  also  provided  with  a  small  dininpf- 
roora  tor  the  accommodation  of  sach  patients  as  are  unable 
to  w^alk  to  the  general  dining-room,  and  for  other  purposes 
already  mentioned.  Properly  cooked  food  is  a  desideratum 
of  primary  importance  in  a  hospital,  and  in  order  to  secure 
it  the  kitchen  shonld  be  provided  with  adequate  facilities 
for  cooking  the  food  In  the  best  manDen  The  kitchen  of 
the  new  Marine  Hospital  at  Chicago,  recently  fitted  out, 
contains  an  8-foot  range  provided  \vith  the  usual  accom* 
panying  utensils;  a  20-inch  broiler;  a  40-gaIIon  stock-boiler^ 
fitted  with  a  steam-coil  inaide,  for  preparing  the  ** stock" 
for  soups;  a  steam-tank,  in  wincli  to  cook  vegetables;  a  hot- 
water  boiler,  in  which  the  water  is  heated  by  steam,  etc. 
The  special-diet  kitchen  contains  a  4-foot  range,  on  which 
to  prepare  articles  of  special  diet,  and  a  galvanized  iron 
l>ake*oven  of  sufficient  capacity  to  keep  the  hospital  sup- 
plied with  good,  fresh  bread. 

Lftimdrtj, — While  it  may  be  admissible,  under  certain 
circumstancea,  to  place  the  kitchen  in  the  same  building 
with  the  wards  fur  the  sick,  the  laundry  should  never  be 
so  located,  but  shonld  be  sufficiently  remote  from  tlie  wards 
as  to  avoid  eontamimiting  the  air  breathed  by  the  patients. 
The  room  devoteil  to  washing  the  linen  should  be  of  ample 
size,  well  supplied  with  water,  and  provided  with  means 
of  ventilation  adequate  to  the  speedy  removal  of  tlie 
steam.  The  soiled  linen  should  be  removed  to  the  wa«h- 
house  as  soon  as  taken  from  the  beds  or  persons  of  the 
patients,  and,  as  soon  as  washed,  dried,  and  mouded,  should 
be  classified  and  laid  on  an  open  frame* work  to  admit  of  a 
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thorough  airing.  In  the  plan  of  the  San  Francisco  Hos- 
pital the  laundry  has  the  sutne  relative  position  tu  the 
wards  and  executive  building  as  the  kitchen  and  dining- 
rooms.  For  the  sake  of  convenience,  the  building  is  made 
to  serve  the  three-fold  purpose  of  laundry,  property  store- 
room, and  dead-room;  but  it  will  be  observed  that  each  h 
entirely  separated  from  the  other.  Connected  with  the 
wash-roora  is  a  drying-room  and  a  liJien  and  meiiding*room. 

Executive  huilding, — The  executive  building  should  be 
centrally  located  so  as  to  admit  of  easy  and  rapid  com- 
munication with  all  of  the  other  buildings.  It  should  con- 
tain the  office  of  the  surgeon,  a  reception-room,  a  dispensary 
and  laboratory,  and  may  accommodate  the  operating- room* 
The  executive  biiildingp  as  provided  in  the  plan  of  tl»e  San 
Francisco  Hospital^  contains  the  rooms  named,  and  con- 
nected with  the  operating-room  \^  a  wash  and  bath  room, 
and  a  small  ward  for  the  temporary  use  of  patients  after 
operations.  In  the  second  story  of  the  executive  builditig 
are  the  sleeping  apartments  ot  the  steward,  apothecary, 
matron,  etc. 

The  siirgeon^s  house. — The  surgeon,  or  an  assistantjuhould 
reside  in  the  hospital  or  Hve  on  the  premises,  80  as  to  be 
within  easy  calling  distance  at  all  times.  The  old  practice 
of  subsisting  the  surgeon  and  his  family  in  the  hospital,  with- 
out regard  to  the  extent  of  snch  family,  and  which  had 
grown  into  a  serious  abuse,  is  abolished  by  the  rtjgulations 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  October  1, 
1873.  Anticipating  tliis  desirable  change  a  surgeon's 
house  was  added  to  the  plan  of  the  San  Francisco  Hos- 
pital, with  the  belief  that  such  provision  will  not  only 
work  economy  to  the  service,  but  add  to  the  eflSciency  and 
comfort  of  the  surgeon. 

Cost  of  the  pavilion  hospitaL — The  economy  of  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  the  pavilion  hospital  i«  best  exemplified  by 
a  comparison  of  the  cost  of  tlie  old-fashioned  hospital  of 
the  same  capacity  with  the  estimated  cost  of  the  one  built 
according  to  the  accompanying  plans.  The  old  hospital  at 
San  Francisco,  which  this  is  intended  to  replace,  cost 
$231,871:  the  one  now  in  use  at  Chelsea  (port  of  Boston), 
cost  $394,047;  that  at  Chicago,  just  completed,  cost  $422,107; 
while  upon  the  unfinished  one  at  New  Orleans  $530,000 
has  been  expended;  being  an  average  cost  of  nearly 
$400,000  for  every  hospital  now  owned  by  the  Government 
of  equal  capacity  with  the  one  proposed. 

The  estiraatea  total  cost  of  the  San  Francisco  Marine 
Pavilion  Hospital,  including  the  surgeon's  house  and  all' 
other  buildings,  is  $58,789,56. 
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We  have  heeo  regaled  in  the  September  number  of  the 
Medical  Eclectic  with  an  article  on  **  Reformed  Medicine*' 
and  ^*The  Claims  of  Eclectic  Colleges."  This  journal  has 
for  several  years  performed  a  part  of  Don  Quixote  in  tilting 
against  tlie  ignorance  of  what  it  calls  the  **01d  School/'and 
breaking  its  lance  to  pieces  in  behalf  of  what,  in  truly  Quix- 
otic bombast,  it  calla  "  reform  *'  in  medicine.  The  article  in 
question  proposes  to  establish  a  chain  of  Eclectic  Colleges 
all  over  tlie  Union,  to  support  them  by  the  aid  and  inflti- 
enco  of  Eclectic  Societies,  and  so  to  co  associate  all  the 
votaries  of  eclecticism,  that  their  concentration  may 
destroy  their  supposed  great  enemy,  the  "  Old  School." 
The  assertions  of  its  author  abound  with  malicious  or 
impertinent  invectives  and  insulting  epithets  against  the 
medical  profession.  The  present  article  breathes  such  an 
air  of  animosity  that  it  is  poisonous  and  pestilent  to  the 
reader.  It  is  warm  in  encouraging  a  general  Catalianian 
conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  established  colleges,  and 
replace  them  by  institutions  which  wiD  be  divested  of  many 
of  the  advantages  and  possess  not  the  merits  nor  scope  of 
the  now  existing  schouls  of  medicine.  Gentlemen  Eclec- 
tics \  We  do  not  propose  to  make  war  Upon  you,  nor  do 
we  propose  to  retaliate  your  unworthy  and  abusive  invec- 
tives, nor  would  we  assume  a  patronizing  air  by  saying 
that  we  pity  the  delusion  under  which  you  pretend  to 
establish  your  new  school  of  pretentions.  To  a  vain  man, 
or  a  too  proud  man»  pity  is  an  insult,  and  we  abstain  from 
any  conduct  which  would  olTond,  when  we  would  prefer  to 
conciliate  and  reform.  The  child  who  has  just  drawn  its 
fond  from  its  mother's  bosom,  and  then  savagely  scratches 
the  breast  to  pieces  and  tries  to  bite  off  the  nipple,  is  not 
considered  responsible  for  il«  brutality  and  ingratitude. 
The  dear  little  innocent  knows  not  what  it  does,  and  the 
tearful  mother  covers  it  witli  caresses.     Thus  in  the  same 
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spirit.  Eclectics,  would  we  seek  to  win  you  back,  and  place 
you  wliere  you  belong  in  the  legitimate  ranks  of  the  medi» 
cal  profe^sioDT  which  is  so  regular  in  its  constitution  and 
coiisistent  with  all  the  correlative  laws  of  natural  science, 
that  your  secession  can  never  break  those  ranks,  nor  inter- 
rupt the  regular  march  of  progress  founded  in  the  immuta- 
ble laws  of  nature.  Truly  you  may  aunoy  and  Ijarass  and 
impair  public  confidence  in  both  the  general  medical  pro- 
fession and  yoiir  own  captious  and  reticent  division.  Yon 
propose  new  schools,  new  text  books,  and  radical  teach* 
iugs  of  every  kind-  You  say  the  graduates  of  the  "  Old 
Schools  *'  must  come  as  new  beginners  in  your  **  New 
Schools"  or  they  will  tbrever  remain  ignorant  and  inexcu- 
sably unqualified  to  practice  medicine.  Do  you  propose  to 
invent  a  new  human  body  to  dissect,  new  laws  of  chemis- 
try to  analyze  and  synthetically  reproduce  new  organic 
bodies  ?  Will  you  evolve  from  the  earth  a  new  botanical 
creation  ?  Have  yoti  discovered  a  new  histology,  who^e 
perversions  and  degenerations  have  reversed  the  known 
principles  of  pathology  ?  or,  in  a  word,  what  do  you  pos- 
sess, with  which  to  fill  your  programme,  that  is  not  our 
lawful  property  ?  When  a  man  of  science  makes  a  discov- 
ery, or  introduces  a  valuable  new  improvement,  he  is  too 
happy  to  throw  bis  contribution  into  the  general  fund  of 
knowledge,  and  by  doing  good  to  others  acquire  honor  ftir 
him.self.  This  reciprocity  of  interests  has  built  up  the 
great  edifice  of  scientific  learning.  Such  a  discoverer 
should  not  seek  to  disturli,  by  establishing  new  schools  and 
new  theories,  the  unity  and  affiliation  of  medical  scientists- 
The  existence  of  Eclecticism  is  not  the  fruit  of  scientific 
thought  and  theory,  but  of  a  quarrel.  The  initiative 
spark  was  insignificant  at  first,  but  has  been  gradually,  for 
personal  interests,  so  fanned  into  flame  that  medical  unity 
and  harmony  throughout  the  Union  is  disturbed  and  dis- 
honored. Alienation  of  schools  is  impossible.  Two  super- 
structures cannot  well  grow  on  one  and  the  same  founda- 
tion. Deprived  of  our  basis  of  instruction,  you  have  no 
capital  in  trade,  and  you  become  bankrupt  in  an  hour.     It 
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18  only  anarchists  who  seek  to  destroy  what  they  can 
neither  repair  nor  replace  hy  a  better  substitute,  as  the 
Communists  tore  down  the  beautiful  column  in  the  Place 
Vendome —  But»  gentlemen  Eclectics,  medical  science 
does  not  permit  tliis  division.  The  national  good,  the 
public  weal,  repudiates  a  baseless  schism.  We  are  all 
bees  of  the  same  hive.  The  general  swarm  cannot  spare 
its  **  lost  tribe,^'  We  seek  no  separation,  but  a  noble 
reconciliation.  The  bees  cannot  part  with  your  industry 
and  your  intelligent  zeaL  The  hivo  needs  your  honey ; 
and  as  for  the  sting,  we  must  quote  the  words  of  a  distiu- 
gnished  authority  —  jouv '' toxopkUUhic  armature*' can  be 
better  employed  on  home  defences,  for  which  it  was  by 
nature  provided. 


Miscellaneous* 

Internauonal  Medical  Congress. 


We  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  fact  that 
the  fourth  ses^^ion  of  tlie  *'  International  Periodical  Con- 
gress for  the  Advancement  of  the  Medical  Sciences/'  will 
be  held  in  the  city  of  Brussels,  Belgium,  on  the  6th  of 
September,  1875.  The  circular  issued  by  Prof.  E,  War- 
kimont,  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  Belgium, 
General  Secrbtary  of  the  Congress,  gives  in  full  the  de- 
tails of  the  proposed  re-union,  which  will  continue  for  one 
week.  Delegates  from  Medical  Associations,  national  and 
foreign,  will  he  admitted  by  presenting  their  credentials  to 
the  General  Secretary,  and  will  have  the  exclusive  privil- 
ege of  taking  part  in  the  discussions. 

Members  of  the  Congress  will  be  assigned  to  five  sec- 
tions :  the  first,  on  Medicine,  Surgery  and  Obstetrics  j 
the  second,  on  Military  Surgery  ;  the  tliird,  on  Hygiene  ; 
the  fourth,  on  Ophthalmology  ;  and  the  fifth,  on  Pharmac- 
ology ;  each  member  being  assigned  to  that  section  which 
he  shall  designate,  and  to  more  than  one  if  it  shall  be  so 
desired, 
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Those  who  are  to  present  reports  to  the  sections,  will  be 
designated  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  ; 
bht  other  reports  and  communications  will  be  received, 
not  aniioiiDced  in  the  special  order,  the  subjects  of  which 
are  germane  to  the  field  assigned  to  each  section  -  The 
definite  conclusions  adopted  by  each  section  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  tlie  General  Assembly  by  special  reporters,  se- 
lected  by  the  former  from  among  their  number. 

Those  who  desire  to  present  communications  on  subjects 
not  included  in  the  order  of  business,  must  apply  for  per- 
mission to  do  90^  at  least  one  month  before  the  session  of 
the  Congress^  to  the  General  Secretary.  Permissions  will 
be  obtainable  from  the  Committee  on  Organization,  which 
will  decide,  also^  as  to  the  order  of  such  extrinsic  business. 

Each  speaker  will  be  limited  to  twenty  minutes  in  the 
discussion  of  a  single  question,  but  this  limi tuition  will  not 
apply  to  the  reporters  of  the  Congress.  All  papers  read 
before  the  Congress  will  be  placed  at  its  disposal,  and,^ 
after  its  session,  the  Committee  on  Organization  will  de- 
cide as  to  the  partial,  total  ot  non-insertion  of  such 
papers  in  its  published  transactions. 

Although  the  French  will  be  the  language  employed  in 
the  diacuseions  of  the  Congress,  members  will  be  j)er- 
mitted  to  express  themselves,  if  desired,  in  other  lan- 
guages. If  it  be  considered  expedient,  interpreters  will 
be  employed  to  translate  on  the  spot  the  communications 
addressed  to  the  Assembly  in  such  other  languages. 

The  above  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  facts  represented 
in  Professor  Warlomont/s  circular,  which  we  thought 
might  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  Examiner.  The 
editors  will  be  pleased  to  give  any  further  information  in 
regard  to  the  Cfongress  which  may  besought  by  those  who 
conclude  to  take  a  special  interest  in  its  transactions* 

Communications  to  the  General  Secretary  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  **M.  le  Dr.  Warlomont,  152  Rue  Royal,  ea 
Bruxelles,  en  Belgique." — Chicago  Medicnl  Examiner. 


Aphthous  Stomatitis  communicated  to  Man  through 
THE  Milk  of  a  Cow  affected  with  the  Same  Disease. — A 
man  partook  freely  of  milk  at  a  period  when  an  epidemic  of 
aphthous  stomatitis  raged  among  the  horned  cattle  of  th©| 
country*  The  symptoms  commenced  in  leas  than  half  an 
hour  after  the  ingestion  of  the  milk.  They  consisted  of 
vertigo,  tingling  in  the  ears,  feebleness,  afterwards  delirium 


Book  Reviews. 


499 


and  hallncinatinna.  On  tlie  second  day,  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea  with  abdominal  pains  set  in,  which  promptly 
yielded  to  treatment  by  opium  and  subnitrate  of  bismuth. 
The  fever^  however,  was  not  broken,  and  ob  the  third  day 
stomatitis  appeared,  with  ptyalism,  and  the  development  of 
aphthae  on  the  inner  surftice  of  the  lips  and  cheek^^,  on  the 
palate,  and  tlie  inferior  aurface  and  borders  of  the  ton^^cne. 
At  the  same  time,  there  appeared  a  phlyctenular  eruption 
on  the  hands,  feet,  perineum,  and  scrotum.  The  nervous 
disturbances,  delirium,  and  insomnia  were  combated  by 
opium,  given  in  doses  of  fifteen  centigrammes  ner  diem,  and 
the  stomatitis  by  gargles  of  chlorate  of  potassmm.  \t  the 
end  of  fifteen  days  the  patient  recovered. — New  Yoi^k 
Medical  Journal^  SxAy^  1%1A. — Philadelphia  Medical  Times. 


The  Danger  of  Mixing  Chromic  Icid  with  Gltceeine.— 
In  preparing  mixtures  of  this  kind,  which  have  been  so 
highly  recommended  for  diseases  of  the  mouth  and  throat, 
care  should  be  taken  not  to  add  these  reagents  together  too 
quickly,  for  it  is  said  that  the  fluid  may  take  fire  and 
explode.  There  is  no  danger  if  the  glycerin  be  added 
drop  by  drop,  for  then  a  little  warmth  only  will  be  gener- 
ated.— II  Eaccogl,  Med.  Mefivyrabilkn^  2,  1874.  — Phila- 
delphia  Medical  Times. 


Baab  ^evieurs. 


Hospital  and  Hospital  Construction.  By  John  M.  Wood- 
wortli,  M.  D.,  Supervising  Surgeon  United  States 
Marine  Hospital  Service. 

Annual  Report  op  the    Supervising    Surgeon  op  the 

Marine  Hospital  Service  of  the  United  States,  fob 

THE  Fiscal  Year,  1873. 

Very  appropriately  to  our  remarks  on  County  Hospitals 

in  the  August  number  of  The  Lancet  appear  the  two 

above-named   works.     We   cannot    better  entertain   and 

instruct  our  readers  in  public  hygiene  than  to  quote  at 

length  the  action  of  the   United  States   Government  in 

relation  to  its  marine  hospitals,  and  especially  to  instruct 

the  prolesaion  in  regard  to  the  new  system  of  the  Marine 
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Hoipita]  Service  now  tn  prooeis  of  applicalioii  io  Btm 

Franciico. 

Tbc  GoiremtDent  has  learned  thai  expensive  hospital 
cofi9traetioci«9  like  tbe  old  Miiriue  Hospital  io  San  FraD* 
cMco^  and  aa,  perhaps,  niajr  prove  the  costly  edifice  now 
built  at  Chicago,  for  the  aeamea  of  the  northern  lakes,  are 
a  fraud  on  the  Government  and  exhaustive  of  the  small 
monthly  fees  exacted  by  law  from  the  wages  of  seamen. 
The^e  impoiiittoos  compelled  the  Government  in  self* 
dafenae  to  abandon  the  system  of  conducting  marine 
honpitftln  under  iti»  own  direct  control,  but  resort  to  the 
contract  system  as  an  unavoidable  alternative.  But  the 
contract  system  has  sliown  itself  a  still  worse  failure^  for 
the  impositions  wrought  under  the  contract  system, 
althongh  they  may  have  saved  some  mone}-  to  tbe  Govern- 
ment»  havo  uxpended  their  baleful  iiifluence  upon  the 
unfortunate  sailor.  Hence  it  comes  to  pass  that  now  our 
Government  again  resumes  its  full  control  over  the  Marino 
Hospital  of  Sifi  Francisco,  and  in  adopting  the  new 
economical  pavilion  system,  with  a  true  paternal  benevo- 
lent, will  dope  to  place  the  invalid  sailor  and  the  worn-out 
niarinur  in  tlio  conditions  which  his  hardy  life  merits,  and 
which  ho  has  a  full  right  to  exact.  Many  are  the  anathemas 
whii'li  tlic  sufToring  snilor  under  the  contract  system  hua 
hurlod  against  his  GovernmenL  How  undeservedly,  the 
enormous  sums  expended,  as  shown  in  the  above  circulars 
will  prove.  TImt  tlio  Gnvernment  rouUy  has  labored  to 
llie  ntirmst  tu  iullil  its  (jbltgiilions  to  the  seamen  cannot  be 
floulitud.  Tlu3  country  scarcely  appreciates  tbe  amount  of 
8ymi)athy,  iiirection  and  solicitude  which  it  owes  to  the 
iniwcnriiMl  mariner  an<i  wanderer  over  the  sea.  His  only 
1  unn oat tiatl  is  tlic  ocean.  He  never  strikes  for  eight-hour 
wages,  hut  niglit  and  day,  in  calm  or  storm,  springs  at  the 
cull,  leaving  his  miserable  kit  or  bunk  to  obey  his  orders, 
*i?itok  Jack''  is  nu  pauper;  it  is  not  eleemosynary,  the  pro- 
teclivo  home  he  receives  from  the  hand  of  his  Government. 
The  sailorV  *' snug  harbor"  is  his  rightful  mansion,  when 
froindiHOaBe  or  old  age  he  seeks  to  retire  from  his  wandering 
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*reer.  Of  all  our  patients  the  sailor  is  among  the  very 
few  who  ptivfl  hiH  liieJical  feen  long  id  advance  of  the 
disease  which  compels  him  to  aak  for  medical  aid^  and  pays* 
hie  rent  long  before  ho  becomes  a  tenant.  Sailors  do  not 
love  a  hospital — it  is  only  a  dire  necessity  which  drives 
him  to  its  shelter. 

Wo,  therefore,  without  furtlier  elaboration  of  this  sub- 
ject, quote  from  the  above  circular8  in  another  part  of  thia 
number,  and  only  x'egret  that  our  space  doea  not  permit  ua 
to  include  the  diagrams  which  accompany  the  excellent 
work  of  Supervising  Surgeon  Woodworth. 

The  Relation  of  Medical  Societies  to  Progress  ih 
Science.  Inaugural  Address  of  tho  President  of  the 
Medicnl  Society  of  the  County  of  Kinpcs,  New  York, 
Alex.  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.,  June  16th,  1874. 

The  author  of  this  address  has  fully  appreciated  the 
value  of  the  relationship  of  Medical  Societies.  Their  co- 
operation commencing  from  the  local  Medical  Societies, 
connecting  with  the  State  Societies  and  central  boards  of 
health,  and  thence  extending  by  delegations,  to  unite  their 
efforts  through  the  Amtiricun  Medical  Association,  at  its 
annual  meetings,  and  thus  bringing  their  united  influence 
to  bear  upon  legislative  action,  is  the  only  method  by 
which  to  elevate  the  standard  of  Medical  Education 
throughout  the  United  States* 

As  the  author  well  remarks,  legislative  enactments  in 
any  one  Sfcate  requiring  the  higher  grade  of  education,  are 
of  no  availt  Such  enactments  are  easily  evaded  by  passing 
over  into  another  State,  where  **Chefip  John"  institutions 
exist.  Medical  reform  to  be  effectual,  must  be  universal 
and  co-operative  througli  every  State  and  Territory  in  the 
Union,  and  this  end  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  per* 
sisteut  inter-association  of  Medical  Societies. 

It  is  high  time  lliat  thc^edical  profession  should  make 
a  **  strike"  for  higher  consideration  ;  unfortunately  for  this 
object,  the  popular  view  of  general  medical  education, 
runs  in  a  current  precisely  adverse  to  the  desired  move- 
ment.   The  tendeuey  of  public  opinion  is,  that  the  student 
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of  medicine,  who  possesses  the  mind,  the  education,  and 
the  financial  meana^  with  which  successfully  to  climb  the 
tree  of  knowledge,  is  required  to  clamber  up  as  best  he 
can,  but  the  poor  youth,  irrespective  of  his  attainments, 
must  be  boosted  np  by  the  aid  of  everybody's  artificial 
means.  Cheap  education  is,  therefore,  encouraged  by  the 
national  voice,  but  that  voice  is  wide-mouthed  to  exclaim 
against  the  ignorance  which  any  graduate  under  those  con- 
ditions may  display. 

In  a  word,  it  claims  every  facility,  at  the  cheapest  rate^ 
for  any  illiterate,  uneducated  candidate,  but  at  the  next 
moment  demands,  in  cases  of  emergency,  the  highest  med- 
ical proficiency,  and  visits  malpractice,  with  a  voice  of 
oontempt,  upon  the  whole  profession.  The  author  of  this 
essay  has  criticized  with  a  masterly  hand,  though  very 
uncomfortably  severe  to  many  interests,  the  low  standard 
of  medical  education,  as  permitted  by  colleges,  chartered 
by  legislatures,  which  are  supposed  to  express  the  popular 
will.  We  admire  the  trenchant  views  of  Dr,  Skene,  of 
Kings  County,  but,  at  the  present  time,  we  feel  compelled 
to  underwrite  them  simply  as  a  forlorn  hope  ;  but  we  will 
still  hope  and  hope  ever. 

Essays  on  Conservative  MEmciNE,  By  Austin  Flint, 
M.  D.  Philadelphia,  1874,  p.  214.  *  Henry  0.  Lea, 
Publisher.     San  Francisco  :    A,  Roman  &  Co. 

The  high  authority  of  Professor  Flint  renders  any 
work  from  his  pen  desirable.  These  essays  appeared 
some  years  since  in  diflferent  periodicals,  and  are  now  in- 
teresting as  showing  collectively  the  author^s  views  of 
conservative  medicine  in  the  different  departments  of 
medicine  and  hygiene.  These  essays  are  for  the  general 
reader,  and  to  him  it  will  be  consolatory  to  learn  how  to 
translate  his  infirmitesinto  ordinances  of  *'Diviue  Design." 


A  full  review  of  an  important  work  on  **  The  Philosophy 
of  'Spiritualism  and  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of 
Mediomania"  is  unavoidably  laid  over  for  our  next  issue. 


TJECK 

WESTEEN  LANCET: 

A  JOURNAL  OF 

MEDICAL  AND  SUEGICAL  SCIENCE. 

FOR  OCTOBER,  1874. 


0rig:ittal  gtammumcatiaus* 

Operation  for  Ramedying  a  Deformity  of  the  Hand, 
Arising  from  a  Severe  Burn— 3-ood  Result. 


DY    CHARLES   B.  BRIGHAM,  M.D.,  SAN    FRANCISCO. 


T.  C.  i\3t.  17. — When  two  years  of  ago  the  patient  was 
severely  burned  in  tlie  left  arm  and  hand,  his  clothes  hav- 
ing caught  fire  from  the  flame  of  a  candle.  The  arm  was 
superficially  injured,  while  the  skin  of  the  hand  was  more 
or  less  destroyed.  The  appearance  of  the  hand  fifteen 
years  after  the  injury  is  as  follows  :  It  is  considerably  bent 
inwards,  owing  to  a  contraction  of  the  fascia  along  the  side 
of  the  wrist ;  the  thumb  is  badly  scarred,  but  is  entire  ; 
the  index,  middle  and  ring  fingers  somewhat  webbed  by  cica- 
trices, have  each  their  three  phalanges  and  a  rudimentary 
nail,  but  they  are  so  stunted  in  growth  as  to  look  more  like 
toes  than  fingers  ;  the  little  finger  is  turned  backwards  and 
rests  under  the  skin  of  the  back  of  the  hand  ;  a  nipple- 
like projection  over  the  head  of  the  fourth  metacarpal 
bono  alone  indicates  the  presence  of  a  finger.     The  entire 
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skin  of  the  hand  is  cicatricial,  poorly  nourished^  and  con- 
stantly cracking  and  peeling  off  in  scales  ;  there  is  consid- 
erable force  in  the  stumps  of  the  other  fingers,  but  the 
little  finger  is  not  only  useless  but,  by  its  position,  inter- 
feres with  the  wearing  of  a  glove,  besides  adding  to  the 
already  great  deformity  of  the  hand  ;  it  is  movable  to  a 
slight  degree  at  the  will  of  the  patient — a  fact  which  would 
lead  to  the  decision  that  the  tendons  and  the  metacarpo 
phalange  articulation  were  still  unimpaired.  It  was  a 
question  of  doubt  whether  to  free  the  finger  by  the  knife, 
or,  placing  it  in  relief  as  much  as  possible,  to  pass  several 
ligatures  under  it  and  then  tightening  them,  to  allow  the 
finger  to  separate  from  the  subjacent  tissues.  The  latter 
course  seemed  to  promise  the  more  favorable  result,  and 
so  on  the  23d  of  June  1873,  the  patient  being  etherized, 
eight  ligatures  were  passed  by  a  curved  needle,  from  the 
tip  of  the  finger  nearly  to  its  base  ;  they  were  then  mod- 
erately tightened  and  tied,  and  the  whole  hand  was  dressed 
with  carbolized  gauze.  Evening,  P.  66,  T.  99 — One-fourth 
grain  of  morphine  was  given  subcutaneously  ;  the  patient 
passed  a  comfortable  night,  and  the  next  day  the  hand  waa 
free  from  redness  and  swelling  ;  the  finger,  however,  caused 
considerable  pain  ;  there  is  no  discharge  from  the  sutures. 
P.  65,  T.  100 — June  25th. — The  finger  is  of  natural  color 
and  temperature.  In  the  evening  the  patient  complained 
of  a  pain  in  the  bowels,  followed  by  a  slight  chill.  T.  102^ 
P.  10-1. — Both  ears  were  quite  red,  the  face  was  yellowish, 
the  tongue  coated  and  moist ;  the  patient  had  considerable 
thirst  and  great  depression  ;  the  bowels  were  open,  but 
there  was  no  diarrhoea.  A  teaspoonful  of  a  mixture  (con- 
taining equal  parts  of  Li q.  Ammoniac  Acet.,  Spirit -ZEtheris 
Comp.,  Spirit  JBtheris  Nit.)  was  ordered  every  two  hours 
during  the  night ;  on  the  next  day  he  felt  better.  P.  92.- 
T.  100 — A  slight  brown  line  was  noticed  above  the  liga- 
tures on  one  side  ;  there  is  no  suppuration  as  yet.  July 
1st — P.  65,  T.  99 — Six  of  the  ligatures  are  nearly  through. 
During  the  three  days  following  the  finger  seemed  to  grad- 
ually leave  its  bed   of   its  own  accord  and  approach  the- 
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other  fingers;  two  of  the  ligatures  still  hold  iirinly,  the 
others  have  come  away  in  a  nifiss  ;  the  granulating  surlUce 
on  the  back  of  the  hand  measured  half  an  inch  in  width  ; 
it  was  dressed  with  Lister's  dressing.  On  the  8th  of  July 
another  thread  was  passed  through  the  granulations  at 
the  base  of  the  finger  so  aa  to  cut  off  a  slight  band  of  tis- 
sue, whiclj,  owing  to  tlie  length  of  time  taken  by  the  liga- 
tures to  come  away,  liad  formed  between  the  threads. 
July  10. — Five  bits  of  epidermis  ^vere  placed  among  the 
granulations  of  the  wound  of  the  hand  in  hopes  of  their 
uniting  ;  two  of  them  did  so,  but  aided  so  little  in  the  cic- 
atrix that  it  is  hardly  worth  counting.  *0a  the  25th  the 
wound  was  cicatrized  ;  all  this  time  the  under  side  of  the 
little  finger  had  been  cicatrizing.  In  its  new  place  the  fin- 
ger was  apparently  twisted  so  that  the  wound  looked 
upwards  and  inwards  :  a  long  narrow  splint  was  arranged 
so  as  to  hold  the  little  finger  in  place.  On  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust all  timt  remained  to  complete  the  ciire  was  a  small 
patch  of  granulations  on  the  back  of  the  little  finger  ;  it 
was  dressed  with  dry  lint,  and  wine  days  afterwards  was 
fjuite  healed-  About  a  month  later,  as  the  result  of  a 
blow,  the  cicatricial  surface  on  the  back  of  the  hand 
cracked  open  and  discharged  slightly  for  tliree  week?*,  clos- 
ing for  a  few  days  at  a  tiuiu  ;  at  last  it  became  hard  again 
like  the  rest  of  the  tissue  of  the  hand  ;  the  little  finger  has 
remained  well  in  place,  in  a  line  with  its  fellows  ;  and, 
although  fifteen  months  have  elapsed  since  the  operation, 
it  has  showed  no  disposition  to  return  to  its  former  situa- 
tion. 

The  deformities  of  the  hand  arising  from  the  effects  of 
burns  are  the  most  difficult  of  all  to  treat  successfully. 
The  dragging  of  the  cicatricial  tissue  lasts  for  so  long  a 
time,  and  with  such  slow  but  irresistible  force  ;  indeed, 
Delpech  believes  that  it  pjersists  throughout  life.  On  this 
point,  however,  Panas  says:  *'  It  is  to-day  well  established 
that  after  a  suBSciently  long  but  definite  time  the  new  tis- 
sueJosea  its  power  of  contraction  with  which  it  is  at  first 
so  endowed,  and  ceases  to  act  on  the  neighboring  parts. 
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To  arrive  at  this  period  sometimes  months,  sometimes  years 
are  necessary." — ''Nouveau  Dictionaire  de  M^decine  et  do 
Chirurgie  Pratiques,  T.  vii.,  P.  591."  The  same  author 
describes  admirably  the  changes  which  are  effected  in  a 
newly-formed  cicatrix  after  a  severe  burn  :  *'  There  is  1^ 
a  cellular  or  fibrous  transformation  of  all  the  nuclear  ele- 
ments still  existing  in  the  cicatrix  ;  2^  absorption  of  lymph 
between  the  cells  and  fibres  ;  3^  atrophy  or  disappearance 
of  the  numerous  vessels  of  new  formation  and  impediment 
to  the  circulation  ;  the  blood  can  no  longer  circulate  as 
easily  as  before  on  account  of  the  contraction  (better 
reduction)  of  the  cicatricial  tissue.  It  is  then  that  the  new 
tissue  becomes  dense  and  resisting ;  from  this  time  forth 
looses  in  volume  in  every  sense,  and  draws  towards  it  as  a 
centre  all  the  neighboring  parts,  at  the  same  time  that  a 
dead  white  color  takes  the  place  of  the  redness  of  the  cic- 
atrix." In  the  Dupuytren  museum  at  Paris  there  is  a 
specimen  of  a  hand  in  which,  as  a  result  of  a  burn,  all  the 
fingers  are  drawn  backwards  and  united  together.  Mal- 
gaigne  mentions  a  similar  case  of  Dutertre,  in  which  that 
surgeon  "  freed  all  the  fingers  from  the  palm  of  the  hand, 
then  separated  them  one  from  the  other,  and  thanks  to 
well  arranged  dressings,  succeeded  in  remodelling  the 
hand  so  as  to  resemble  a  normal  one.  Tlie  patient  could 
pick  up  a  cherry  by  the  stem  between  the  index  finger  and 
thumb.  Indeed,  the  Society  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  before 
whom  he  exhibited  the  patient,  awarded  him  the  '  prix 
d'emulation.'"  Malgaigne,  however,  believes,  as  nothing 
more  was  heard  of  the  patient,  that  after  a  certain  time 
the  fingers  were  drawn  back  to  their  old  positions.  With 
our  patient,  so  long  a  time  has  elapsed  since  the  operation 
(fifteen  months),  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
finger  will  remain  in  its  present  good  position. 


It  is  quite  useless  for  us  ever  to  attempt  to  reason  a 
man  out  of  a  thing  he  has  never  been  reasoned  into. — Dean 
Swiff. 
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Fungus  Hcematodes  in  a  Child  Sixteen  Months  Old. 


BY  F.  DELMONT. 


Tiio  following-  caso  of  fungus  hoematodes  occurred  during 
tho  practice  of  F.  Delraont,  of  Lower  Lake,  in  the  year 
1871: 

January  1st,  1871,  T  was  called  to  see  the  daughter  of 
Mrs.  A.,  of  Lower  Lake,  her  fourth  child,  for  what  the 
parents  called  sore  eyes.  On  inquiring  into  the  case,  I 
learned  that  the  child  had  become  blind  when  six  months 
old.  She  was  then  in  her  sixteenth  month,  a  bright,  intel- 
ligent child,  more  so  than  usual,  and  walking  about,  the 
body  apparently  strong  and  healthy.  On  close  examina- 
tion, I  found  the  left  eye  abnormal,  the  pupil  dilated  and 
immovable  and  of  a  greenish  hue,  with  a  solid,  rugged  and 
unequal  substance  proceeding  towards  the  cornea.  Soon 
after  the  eyeball  became  irregular  and  knobby,  when  I 
advised  the  parents  to  have  the  child  operated  upon.  By 
that  time  the  cornea  began  to  ulcerate  from  pressure  and 
a  fungus  made  its  appearance  ;  the  surface  was  unequal 
and  bled  profusely  upon  the  slightest  touch.  By  the  18th 
of  March  the  parents  decided  to  go  to  San  Francisco  ;  the 
size  of  the  tumor  protruding  through  the  orbit  being  now 
as  largo  as  a  pigeon's  egg.  On  the  25th  of  the  same 
month,  after  the  turaor  bad  been  growing  for  three  months, 
slio  was  successfully  operated  on  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Stout,  of 
that  city.  After  this  she  seemed  to  be  improving  for  a 
short  time,  when  the  right  eye  became  affected  with  the 
same  disease,  the  fungus  growing  to  the  size  of  five  inches 
in  circumference,  bleeding  profusely  at  intervals.  By  this 
time  the  fungus  on  the  left  eye  commenced  to  grow  out 
again,  increasing  to  about  six  inches  in  circumference.  In 
June  the  growth  of  the  fungus  was  so  rapid  that  the  bones 
of  the  face  were  pushed  out  of  theii  places,  the  face  pre- 
senting the  appearance  of  a  mushroom.  There  was  profuse 
hemorrhage  and  deep  ulcerations.  The  patient  died  on  the 
1st  of  July,  from  exhaustion,  the  tumor  having  increased 
so  much  as  to  protrude  through  the  mouth. 
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This  case  seems  to  prove  cancer  hereditary,  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  child  having  died  with  cancer  of  the 
face,  the  nose  and  eye  having  been  destroyed  by  it.  The 
great  aunt  died  with  cancer  of  the  breast.  The  father  of 
the  child  has  the  cachexia  of  it,  and  of  five  remaining 
children,  two  present  marked  appearances. 

[In  this  case,  on  dissecting  the  globe  of  the  left  eye, 
which  was  buried  in  the  fungus  growth  and  resected  with 
it.  the  lens  was  found  calcareous  in  its  external  layers,  and 
softened  in  the  centre. — Editor  Lancet.] 


The  Modern  Methods  of  Treating  Fractures  —  What 
have  they  Accomplished  ? 


BY  DR.  FRANK  A.  HAMILTON. 


Before  passing  to  the  consideration  of  his  subject,  Dr. 
Hamilton  said  that  in  the  treatment  of  fractures  it  is  espe- 
cially important  to  the  surgeon  to  know  what  he  can  expect 
as  a  satisfactory  result.  An  erroneous  impression  did 
exist,  and  does  now  exist.  Malgaigne  said,  many  years 
ago,  that  the  public  did  not  understand  the  average  result 
of  success.  Thirty  years  ago  there  was  scarcely  a  surgeon 
in  this  State  who  had  not  been  prosecuted  by  patients  for 
the  treatment  of  fractures.  In  no  other  disease  excepting 
dislocation  is,  or  was,  the  surgeon  liable  to  this  money 
indemnity.  If  he  operated  on  a  case  of  hernia,  and  the 
patient  died,  there  was  the  end  of  it ;  but  in  fractured 
limbs,  instead  of  the  patient  paying  the  doctor,  it  was  fre- 
quently the  reverse.  Dr.  Hamilton  at  that  time  collected 
a  large  number  of  cases — over  400 — from  the  hospitals  of 
the  large  cities,  and  issued  a  brochure,  and  he  was  happy 
to  state  that  since  that  time  prosecutions  became  less  com- 
mon, till  they  nearly  ceased  to  occur.  Many  a  surgeon  of 
ability  was  driven  from  practice  from  the  fear  of  actions  in 
the  courts.  The  Doctor  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
paper  of  the  evening. 
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At  the  present  time  there  is  a  tendency,  as  there  was 
thirty  years  ago,  to  estimate  the  results  obtained.  It  is 
now  claimed  that  plaster  of  Paris,  in  fracture  of  the  femur, 
will  yield  results  that  have  never  been  obtained  before. 
This  method  is  not  specially  new,  though  it  has  been  re- 
introduced within  the  past  few  3^ears. 

Henriques,  in  1814,  used  the  plaster  in  the  form  of 
moulds.  In  1852  it  was  revived  in  Holland,  much  the 
same  as  it  is  to-day  at  Bellevue  Hospital.  In  1854,  Piro- 
goflf  announced  his  conversion  to  the  use  of  plaster,  but  he 
used  it  in  strips  laid  parallel  to  the  limb.  Other  surgeons 
on  the  continent  followed  in  the  views  of  PirogoflF,  but  for 
all,  it  did  not  become  popular. 

In  1834,  the  starch  bandage,  as  an  immovable  dressing, 
came  into  use  at  Brussels.  This  was,  in  its  manner  of 
appliance,  exactly  the  same  as  the  plaster  bandage  of 
to-day,  with  the  use  of  starch  instead  of  plaster  of  Paris  to 
stiflfen  the  muslin.  In  eight  or  ten  years  this  plan  became 
very  general.  Those  who  are  here  to-night,  and  are  of 
the  old  generation,  will  recollect  its  use  in  the  New  York 
Hospital  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  but  it  fell  into  disuse, 
and  I  think  mainly  from  the  bad  results  which  occurred  in 
its  use.  But  we  have  now,  with  the  younger  generation  of 
surgeons,  those  who,  ignorant  of  the  experience  of  the 
starch  bandage  then,  claim  results  from  the  plaster  better 
than  were  obtained  then.  I  ask,  in  what  respect  can 
plaster  have  any  special  advantage  over  the  other  ?  They 
are  both  immovable  dressings.  I  wish  to  criticise  three 
papers  which  have  emanated  from  Bellevue  within  the 
past  few  years,  in  respect  to  the  results  that  have  been 
obtained  in  fracture  ot  the  femur.  One  is  by  Dr.  S.  B. 
St.  John,  formerly  House  Surgeon  ;  one  by  Dr.  Bryant, 
also  a  former  House  Surgeon  ;  and  one  by  Dr.  H.  B.  Sands, 
Visiting  Surgeon. 

Dr.  St.  John  claims,  in  his  paper,  to  have  obtained  25 
per  cent,  of  perfect  results  in  this  fracture.  Dr.  Bryant 
reports  twenty-three  cases,  and  gives  thirteen,  or  over  50 
per  cent.,  as  being  perfect. 

Dr.  Sands  also  gives  a  high  degree  of  success.  There 
is  one  thing  to  be  regretted,  and  that  is,  that  we  have  no, 
means  of  knowing  how  many  of  these  cases,  if  any,  have 
done  duty  twice  in  the  reports,  there  being  no  possibility 
of  tracing  them  back  to  the  records.  I  have  myself  fol- 
lowed up  the  matter,  and  find  that  in  twenty  cases  of 
fracture  of  the  femur,  one  case  was  perfect,  two  cases  in 
which  there  is  three-eighths  of  an  inch  of  shortening,  and 
in  the  remainder  the  deformity  was  greater. 
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If  the  results  are  correct  that  have  been  obtained  by 
Drs.  St.  John,  Bryant,  and  Sands,  all  who  do  not  get  their 
averages  of  success  are  culpable,  and  it  is  a  thing  upon 
which  we  should  be  well  and  correctly  informed. 

It  is  the  custom,  in  cases  of  fracture  of  the  femur,  when 
done  up  in  plaster,  to  allow  the  patient  out  of  bed  within 
eight  or  ten  days.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  increases  the 
liability  to  imperfect  and  bad  results,  and  believe  we  can 
do  better  for  the  patients  by  keeping  up  extension  by 
means  of  Buck's  extension,  or  some  modification  of  it. 

Dr.  Gurdon  H.  Buck,  in  response  to  an  invitation  for 
expression  of  opinion,  said  that  however  excellent  plaster 
might  be  for  an  immovable  dressing,  it  had  never  occurred 
to  him  to  be  indicated  in  fracture  of  the  femur,  where  it  is 
exceedingly  important  from  time  to  time  to  examine  the 
process  of  repair  and  see  how  it  is  getting  on. 


Punctured  Wound  of  the  Kidney— Recovery. 


Dr.  J.  J.  Castellanos  reports  in  the  Neio  Orleans  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journcdj  July,  1874,  the  following  important 
and  remarkable  case  : 

Joseph  Mazzet,  aet.  36  years,  of  a  bilious  nervous  tem- 

Serament  and  of  dissipated  habits,  was  wounded  on  Sunday 
'ebruary  8th,  1874,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the 
right  renal  region,  the  wound  ranging  from  outwards, 
inwards,  and  obliquely  downward,  and  producing  severe 
external  hemorrhage.  From  the  width  and  extent  of  the 
slits  and  rents  which  the  puncturing  instrument  seemed  to 
have  made  upon  his  vest,  shirt,  under-shirt,  and  pants,  it 
was  evident  that  the  thrust  had  been  directed  quite  vigor- 
ously, and  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  the  wound  was  a 
deeply  penetratinpc  one,  and  therefore  of  a  serious  nature. 
My  friend.  Dr.  Wiendahl,  was  called  to  see  the  case  later 
in  the  morning,  and  reports  that  patient  had  voided  dark- 
ened bloody  urine  at  6  o'clock,  i.  e.,  four  hours  after  the 
wounding,  and  continued  to  void  similarly  colored  urine 
for  three  days.  Qn  the  fourth  day,  having  had  castor  oil 
administered  to  him  to  relieve  constipation,  which  had 
been  induced  by  opiates  and  styptics,  patient  had  a  recur- 
rence of  active,  pure  hemorrhage,  of  nearly  a  quart  in 
quantity.     This  hemorrhage  persisted,  though  in  smaller 
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quantity,  for  four  or  five  days,  after  which  another  hemor- 
rhsi^Q,  not  as  copious  as  the  former,  set  in.  This  persisted 
also,  with  some  intermission,  for  several  da}'?.  The  date 
of  last  profuse  hemorrhage  was  February  28th,  i.  e., 
twenty  days  after  the  infliction  of  the  wound.  Large  elots 
were  then  voided,  and  prolonged  syncope  followed,  so 
severe,  indeed,  as  to  lead  us  to  surrender  all  hope  of 
recovery  for  our  patient.  This,  however,  was  the  last 
hemorrhage  ;  patient  continued  for  several  days  to  void 
discolored  urine,  with  now  and  then  small  coagula,  which 
disturbed  the  patient  exceedingly,  inasmuch  as  he  had  a 
stricture  of  the  urethra,  and  had  been  suffering  for  several 
years  past  from  chronic  cystitis  and  membranous  ure- 
thritis. 

This  case  I  diagnosed  punctured  wound  of  the  kidney, 
the  knife  having  gone  through  both  the  cortical  and  tubular 
substances  into  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  causing  the  severe 
hemorrhage,  the  flow  of  which  the  patient  was  sometimes 
made  aware  by  the  gurgling  and  peculiar  **  opening  of  a 
stop-cock  sensation"  which  he  describes,  as  the  blood 
poured  from  the  right  ureter  into  the  bladder. 

Upon  reference  to  books,  I  find  my  case  peculiar  by  the 
absence  of  two  important  symptoms,  namely,  external 
escape  of  urine  from  the  wound,  and  retraction  of  corres- 
ponding testicle,  the  burden  of  explaining  wliich  I  decline 
to  assume. 

My  case  made  a  perfect  recovery.  I  have  followed  it, 
in  consultation  with  Dr.  Wiendahl,  since  the  fourth  or  fifth 
day  of  the  infliction  of  the  wound,  and  have  accurately  sot 
down  the  facts  I  submit  to-ni":ht. 


Amyloid  and  Fatty  Liver  in  Relation  to  Operations. 


Mr.  Richard  Barwell  details  two  cases  of  hip-disease  in 
children,  which  had  been  attended  with  prolonged  suppura- 
tion, and  in  both  of  which  a  cachectic  condition  had  ensued, 
attended  with  extreme  enlargement  of  the  liver. 
Operations  for  the  relief  of  the  joint-trouble — in  the  one 
case  amputation  at  the  hip,  in  the  other  excision  of  the 
necrosed  bone — were  both  followed  by  great  improvement 
and  subsequent  recovery,  toith  a  (jradual  return  of  the  liver 
to  its  normal  size. 
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We  often  see  in  such  cases  us  these,  where  free  suppura- 
tion  has  existed  for  a  long  period,  a  uniform  increase  in 
the  size  of  the  liver,  which  does  not  affect  by  pressure  or 
obstruction  the  portal  circulation,  since  it  is  not  accom- 
panied by  ascites  ;  and,  though  it  may  diminish,  it  does  not 
annihilate  the  secreting  function  of  the  gland,  since  the 
faeces  are  colored  with  bile  and  since  there  is  no  jaundice. 

This  enlargement  is  due  to  the  deposition  in  the  constit- 
uents of  the  organ  either  of  oil-globules  (the  fatty  liver), 
or  of  a  material  called  amylaceous  (the  amyloid  or  larda- 
ceous  liver). 

Now,  in  healthy  life  fat  is  frequently  present  in  and  is 
often  removed  from  the  liver.  It  is  therefore  plain  that 
recovery  from  its  morbid  accumulation  in  that  organ  is  a 
much  more  easy  process,  a  far  more  likely  event,  than 
restoration  to  the  normal  condition  of  a  liver  infiltrated 
with  so  immobile  a  material  as  that  which  constitutes  the 
amyloid  deposit. 

Amyloid  liver  may  be  suspected  if  the  organ  attains  a 
very  large  size,  if  there  be  obstinate  and  recurrent  diar- 
rhoea, with  cast-off  villi  in  the  excreta  but  no  pus  or  sign 
of  ulceration,  or  if  there  be  albumen  in  the  urine. 

If,  after  careful  investigation  on  these  points,  the  ab- 
sence of  any  sign  of  amyloid  disease  save  the  enlargement 
of  the  liver  be  determined,  any  operation  for  the  removal 
of  suppuration  is  not  only  justifiable,  but  our  imperative 
duty.  Without  operation  the  patient  must  die  ;  after 
operation,  however  hard,  large,  and  changed  be  the  liver, 
there  is  a  fair,  indeed  a  considerable,  chance  of  recovery. 

Mr.  Barwell  believes  that  in  both  his  cases  there  existed 
amyloid  disease  of  the  liver,  although  he  admits  that  he  is 
unable  to  prove  absolutely  his  position,  and  that  the 
whole  balance  of  opinion  is  that  amyloid  disease  once  com- 
menced is  of  necessity  a  progressive  and  fatal  malady. — 
The  Lancet,- 


Treatment  of  Varices  by  the  Local  Employment  op 
Perchloride  of  Iron. — Dr.  Linon,  of  Verviers,  has  used 
perchloride  of  iron  locally  with  great  success  during  the 
last  three  years  in  the  treatment  of  varices.  The  strength 
of  the  solution  is  about  two  and  a  half  drachms  to  eight 
ounces  of  water.  Compresses  of  flannel  are  steeped  in 
the  water,  then  wrung  out,  and  applied  by  means  of  a 
flannel  bandage,  which  is  only  to  be  moderately  tightened. 
This  application  is  to  be  kept  on  twenty-four  hours,  and 
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on  removing  it  the  surgeon  is  much  surprised  to  find  that 
the  venous  dilatations  have  almost  entirely  disappeared. 
The  applications  are  to  be  renewed  as  above  during  seven 
or  eight  days  successively,  after  which  time  the  bandage 
is  to  be  kept  on,  without  any  further  wetting,  till  it  gets 
loose.  It  is  then  to  be  wetted  again  with  the  solution, 
and  applied,  until  the  varices  have  disappeared,  which 
generally  takes  place  after  eight  days  or  a  fortnight,  ac- 
cording to  the  size  of  the  swelling.  These  simple  means 
have  removed  in  a  few  days  enormous  varices,  accompanied 
by  violent  pain,  with  black  spots  on  the  surface,  and 
have  restored  to  the  patients  the  use  of  their  limbs.  By 
the  unsuccessful  application  of  dry  bandages  only.  Dr. 
Linon  has  been  able  to  show  that  it  is  not  compression, 
but  really  the  local  action  of  the  iron  which  is  efficacious. 
The  local  action  of  the  thermal  waters  containing  magne- 
{?ia  on  the  skin  is  similar  to  that  of  the  perchloride.  Thus 
at  Luxeuil  patients  affected  with  varices  derive  great 
benefit  from  the  Benedictine  pond. — Lancet. 


Facial  Neuralgia  Treated  by  Repeated  Sections  of 
Branches  of  the  Trigeminal  Nerve. — Dr.  E.  Andrews, 
{Chicago  Journal  Nervous  and  Mental  Diseases^  July,  1874) 
reports  a  case  in  which,  at  intervals  of  several  years,  he  at 
four  different  times  removed  a  part  of  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  trigeminal  nerve.  Each  time  the  operation  suc- 
ceeded in  procuring  several  years  of  entire  freedom  from 
pain.  Six  years  have  passed  since  the  last  operation,  dur- 
ing which  the  disease  has  not  returned.  The  doctor 
observes  that  in  this  class  of  desperate  cases,  when  the 
difficulty  returns  after  a  thorough  operation,  it  is  not  gen- 
erally in  the  same  branch  of  the  nerve.  When  it  seems  to 
be,  it  is  often  due  to  entanglement  of  the  stump  of  the  cut 
nerve  in  a  cicatrix,  subjected  to  traction  by  the  adjacent 
muscles.  Further,  his  experience  confirmed  the  old  rule, 
that  the  true  seat  of  facial  neuralgia  is  usually  in  some  of 
the  numerous  bony  canals  through  which  the  branches  of 
the  trigemini  pass,  and  that  the  operation  must  always 
reach  the  nerve  on  the  proximal  side  of  these  bony  fora- 
mina, whose  rigid  walls  in  a  state  of  disease  may  compress 
the  nerve  and  its  accompanying  artery,  and  thus,  in  some 
cases,  produce  pain. 


514  Surgery. 

Varicocele  Treated  by  the  Elastic  Ligature. — J.  L., 
aged  22,  was  admitted  into  the  Queen's  Hospital,  Birraing- 
hara,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  West,  on  May  3d,  he  having  a 
varicocele  of  some  weeks'  duration.  On  the  9th  the  vein 
was  ligatured  with  an  elastic  ligature  by  Mr.  West.  On 
the  14th  the  ligature  had  cut  its  way  nearly  out,  and  was 
then  removed.  The  patient  was  discharged  well  on  May 
27th,  the  vein  being  obliterated  by  a  firm  clot,  but  no 
suppuration  taking  place  during  the  progress  of  the  case. 
The  elastic  ligature  has  also  been  used  in  two  cases  of 
nsevus  by  Mr.  West  and  Mr.  Wilders.  In  both  cases  the 
ligature  came  away  on  the  fifth  day,  leaving  a  healthy 
granulating  sore,  and  the  children  have  been  completely 
cured  of  the  deformitv  caused  by  the  na3vi. — Lancet,  July 
4th,  1874. 

Five  Inches  of  Sciatic  Nerve  Removed.— From  the 
Medical  Becord  we  learn  that  at  the  Roosevelt  Hospital,  a 
female  patient  was  recently  admitted  for  a  tumor,  situated 
in  the  posterior  part  of  the  left  thigh.  When  reached 
during  the  operation,  the  growth  was  found  to  be  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  sciatic  nerve  as  to  compel  the 
operator  to  remove  a  large  portion  of  the  nerve  with  the 
tumor.  Hence,  about  five  inches  of  the  nerve  were  removed. 
In  three  weeks  the  patient  was  discharged  from  the  hos- 
pital, with  but  slight  impairment  of  motion  or  sensation. 


Camphor  in  Erysipelas. — M.  Revillout  states  (Gaz.  des 
Hopitanx,  June  20th)  that  he  has  several  times  had  occasion 
to  employ  with  good  result  in  erysipelas  an  application 
used  by  M.  Delpech  at  the  Necker.  It  consists  in  paint- 
ing the  affected  surface  with  a  solution  of  camphor  in 
ether  (equal  weights)  ;  and  when  this  is  employed  in 
erysipelas  of  the  face,  and  the  affection  has  not  yet  reached 
the  hairy  scalp,  its  progress  is  usually  arrested.  It  is  also 
very  useful  in  erythema  caused  by  locnl  irritation. — 
Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  June  27th,  1874. 


Affectation  in  any  part  of  our  carriage  is  lighting  up  a 
candle  to  our  defects  and  never  fails  to  make  us  to  be  taken 
notice  of,  either  as  wanting  sense  or  wanting  sincerity. — 
Locke 
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Tha  Laws  of  Topographical  Diagnosis  in  Chronic 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. 


BY   PROFESSOR   MORITZ   RENEDIKT,    OF   VIENNA. 
Translated  from  tbo  Allg,  Weiner  Med.  Zeitung  by  D.  F.  Lincoln,  M.D., 

Boston. 


I  will  first  of  all  state  the  most  important  laws  of  local- 
ization, as  related  to  symptoms  and  groups  of  symptoms, 
and  will  then  proceed  to  the  Law  of  Diffusion. 

In  my  own  experience,  I  have  found  this  law  of  the 
fi^reatest  possible  value  for  un'ravelling  complex  groups  of 
symptoms;  I  think  no  principle,  since  the  enunciation  of 
BellVlaw,  is  capable  of  clearing  up  so  many  points.  The 
attempt  to  refer  fhe  whole  of  a  group  of  symptoms  to  one 
seat  of  disease  has  brought  the  greatest  confusion  into 
neuro-pathology;  as  examples  of  which  I  will  only  refer  to 
the  various  localizations  of  tabes  given  by  Remak,  to  the 
dispute  regarding  the  localization  of  chorea  minor,  of 
dementia  paralytica,  etc.  The  law  of  diffusion  may  be 
stated  as  follows: 

**  When  there  is  present  a  combination  of  symptoms,  and 
groups  of  symptoms,  refering  to  known  but  different  loca- 
tions, each  symptom,  or  group  of  symptoms,  must  be 
located  by  itself  at  the  point  known  to  belong  to  it,''* 

Before  this  law  can  be  made  clear  in  all  its  aspects,  we 
must,  as  before  said,  enumerate  the  laws  of  localization,  so 
far  as  known  to  us;  of  which  the  first  and  leading  principle 
is  that  known  to  Bell  and  Romberg  as  the  law  of  concen- 
tration, which  directs  us  to  localize  a  disease  at  the  point 
where  all  those  fibres  converge,  the  irritation  or  paralysia 
of  which  produces  the  symptoms  of  a  given  case.  By  this 
law  I  was  enabled  correctly  to  localize  progressive  muscu- 
lar atrophy,  infantile  spinal  paralysis,  and  progressive  par- 
alysis of  the  cerebral  nerves,  before  the  pathological  anat- 
omy of  these  diseases  existed. 

Those  symptoms,  and  groups  of  symptoms,  which  we  can 
definitely  localize  are  the  following: 

1.  Paraplegia,  developed  symmetrically  and  simultane- 
ously, denotes  disease  of  the  anterior  half  of  the  spinal 
cord. 

*  Journal  of  the  K.  k.  Ges.  d.  Aerzte,  June  16,  1871. 
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Paraplegia  of  the  legs  commonly  denotes  disease  in  the 
region  of  the  lumbar  enlargement;  that  of  the  arms,  an 
aflfection  of  the  cervical  enlargement. 

Paraplegia  due  to  disease  of  the  vertebrag  is  usually 
characterized  (subjectively)  by  the  prevalence  of  symptoms 
relating  to  the  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  at  first  almost 
wholly  unilateral;  in  disease  of  the  sacral  and  lumbar  ver- 
tebrae, unilateral  ischialgia;  in  that  of  the  dorsal  vertebrae, 
intercostal  neuralgia;  in  that  of  the  cervical,  cervico-bracial 
neuralgia.  Furthermore,  unilateral  progressive  muscular 
atrophy  may  occur,  especially  when  the  lower  part  of  the 
Cervical,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  dorsal  vertebrae  are 
affected;  later,  the  symptoms  may  become  bilateral.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  spinal  symptoms  of  spondy- 
litis are  not  proportioned  to  the  pressure  of  the  bent  ver- 
tebral column,  but  that  a  myelitis  may  exist,  in  extent 
quite  independent  of  the  amount  and  extent  of  pressure 
(Michaud). 

2.  Cerebral  paraplegias  arise  from  twp  distinct  hemi- 
plegiae. 

3.  Characteristic  symptoms  of  tabes  denote  a  disease  of 
the  posterior  half  of  the  cord;  spinal  contractures  and 
spinal  epilepses  (shaking  palsies)  are  connected  with  dis- 
ease, original'or  consecutive,  of  the  lateral  columns. 

4.  Progressive  muscular  atrophy  denotes  disease  of  the 
gra3^  substance  of  the  cord  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cen- 
tral canal,  or  perhaps  diffuse  disease  of  the  anterior  roots; 
and  the  same  inference  is  to  be  made  when  muscular 
atrophy  occurs  secondarily  during  the  progress  of  a  group 
of  other  symptoms  relating  to  the  cord. 

In  a  special  chapter  of  my  work*  I  shall  endeavor  to 
show  that  the  recent  doctrine  that  progressive  muscular 
atrophy  is  a  primary  myositis,  is  untenable  upon  clinical 
grounds;  I  hope  also  to  prove  that  it  is  not  the  large  motor 
cells,  but  other  cells  of  the  gray  substance,  that  support 
nutrition. 

5.  Hemiplegia  with  crossed  hemi-anaesthesia  denotes 
disease  of  one  lateral  half  of  the  spinal  cord. 

Reasoning  from  the  analogy  of  the  hyperaesthesia  which 
follows  the  section  of  the  sympathetic  in  the  neck,  it  is 
probably  beyond  question  true  that  hyperaesthesia  of  the 
same  side,  in  unilateral  disease  of  the  cord,  arises  from 
destruction  and  paralysis  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves. 

6.  Bilateral  tabetiform  neuralgia  of  the  legs  or  arms 
denotes  (in  case  the  origin  of  the  disease  is  central)  an 

*Nervmpathologie  und  Eiectro-therapie. 


Renedikt,  Laws  of  Topographical  Diagnosis.  517 

affection  of  the  posterior  roots,  or  their  prolongations  to 
the  posterior  columns,  and  especially  the  innermost  of  the 
radiating  fibres  (Charcot).  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
remark,  that  neuralgic  aifections  located  in  the  extremities 
of  one  side  point  to  an  affection  of  the  brain. 

7.  Progressive  paralysis  of  cerebral  nerves  denotes  a 
more  or  less  diffuse  disease  of  the  region  of  the  nuclei  of 
these  nerves  ;  or  diffuse  disease  of  the  nerves,  peripherally 
seated  in  respect  to  the  nuclei,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
chronic  basilar  meningitis. 

8.  Paraplegia  of  the  tongue  (alalia),  and  paralysis  of  de- 
glutition, denote  disease  at  the  level  of  the  hypoglossal  and 
glosso-pharyngeal  nuclei. 

This  principle  is  of  especial  importance  in  localizing  the 
impairment  of  the  function  of  speech  which  occurs  in  the 
insane ;  it  was  stated  by  myself  in  1871  (1.  c),  and  has 
been  confirmed  by  the  researches  of  Lubimoff.  The  para- 
pareses of  the  face,  which  so  frequently  accompany  com- 
plicated groups  of  cerebral  symptoms,  and  are  usually 
distributed  irregularly  upon  both  sides  of  the  face,  may 
point  to  a  simultaneous  affection  of  both  nuclei  of  the  facial 
nerve. 

9.  Hemiplegia  with  crossed  paralysis  of  the  facialis  or 
oculomotorius  denotes  disease  of  the  fibres  of  the  pyramids 
at  the  level  of  the  nuclei  of  these  nerves,  or  of  the  points 
of  exit  of  the  nerves. 

10.  Hemiplegia  with  hemi-ana)sthesia  of  the  same  side, 
denotes  disease  of  the  fibres  of  the  pyramids  at  the  level 
at  which  the  decussation  of  the  sensitive  fibres  is  complete, 
and  upwards,  including  the  passage  of  the  external  bun- 
dles of  fibres  from  the  pes  pedunculi  into  the  medullary 
mass  of  the  hemispheres  behind  the  nucleus  lenticularis. 

The  latter  region  is  especially  to  be  considered,  accord- 
ing to  Turk,  and  it  is  questionable  if  the  limits  ought  to  be 
drawn  as  closely  as  is  here  done,  following  Meynert.  Char- 
cot, at  least,  holds  to  the  more  extensive  interpretation 
given  bv  Turk. 

11.  Hemiplegia  with  incomplete  facial  palsy,  especially 
when  the  upper  branches  of  the  facialis  are  intact,  points 
to  an  affection  of  the  central  motor  ganglia  of  the  brain. 

I  have  seen  complete  facial  paralysis,  with  crossed  paral- 
ysis of  the  motor  oculi  and  the  extremities ;  proving  that 
the  fibres  destined  for  the  upper  facial  branches  separate 
from  those  of  the  lower  branches,  and  of  the  pyramids, 
above  the  nucleus  of  the  motor  oculi,  and  pass  separately 
into  the  central  ganglia. 
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The  electric  test  gives  varying  information  regarding 
the  localization  of  intra-cranial  disease  ;  if  the  contractility 
of  the  muscles  is  lessened,  the  affection  is  seated  periphe- 
rally with  respect  to  the  central  ganglia  ;  if  not  lessened 
in  cases  of  considerable  duration,  the  disease  lies  ioter- 
nally  with  respect  to  the  central  ganglia. 

12.  Hemiplegia  with  convulsions  denotes  disease  situ- 
ated centrally  with  respect  to  the  central  ganglia,  in  the 
corona  radiata  or  in  the  hemispheres  themselves.  Disease 
of  the  hemispheres  produces  paralysis,  not  preceded  by 
convulsions. 

13.  Aphasia  associatoria,  i,  e.,  impairment  of  speech,  with 
completely  or  partially  retained  movement  of  the  tongue, 
and  without  loss  of  the  ideas  of  speech,  denotes  a  disease 
of  the  region  of  the  claustrum,  which,  according  to  Betz, 
has  in  its  posterior  part  a  central  ganglion  for  the  hypo- 
glossus. 

14.  Hemiplegia,  with  convulsions  and  asphasia  associa- 
toria, denotes  disease  of  the  frontal  lobes  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  convolutions  of  the  island  of  Reil. 

15.  Hemiplegia  with  convulsions  ana  bilateral  neuro-reti- 
nitis  denotes  a  disease  of  the  portions  of  the  hemisphere 
lying  above  the  thalamus  opticus,  and  perhaps  above  the 
corpus  quadrigeminum. 

16.  Cerebral  convulsions  without  paralytic  complications 
are  to  bo  located  towards  the  occipital  lobes. 

17.  Psychical  symptoms  always  denote  a  primary  or  sec- 
ondary affection  of  the  hemispheres  of  the  brain  or  its 
membranes.  Motor-psychical  disturbance,  and  mania  in 
general,  is  to  be  located  chiefly  in  the  anterior  part  of  the 
brain  ;  disease  with  symptoms  of  clian;2;ed  disposition,  in 
the  posterior  half.     (Schroder  van  der  Kollc.) 

This  is  true  only  of  the  purely  psychical  symptoms;  most 
of  the  symptoms  of  dementia  paralytica  are  to  bo  located 
otherwise. 

18.  Static  vertigo,  i.  e.,  an  impulse  to  move  to  one 
side,  is  a  cerebellar  symptom  in  the  broader  sense,  namely, 
referable  to  the  cerebellum,  and  its  prolongations  into  the 
stem  of  the  brain. 

19.  Symptoms  of  motor  irritation,  in  diseases  of  the 
central  nervous  system,  are  not  independent  symptoms  be- 
longing^ to  the  motor  system,  in  BelTs  sense,  but  are  essen- 
tially connected  with  the  associated  action  of  neighboring 
organs  (posterior  columns,  lateral  columns,  cerebellum  in  the 
widest  sense  of  the  word,  hemispheres  of  the  brain,  etc.) 

In  regard  to  tetanus,  the  spinal  forms  of  contracture,  and 
paralysis  agitans,  this  is  unquestionably  true,  and  even  in 
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peripheral  forms  of  spasm  (as  tic  convulsif )  the  excito- 
raotor  point  of  origin  may  often  be  demonstrated.  But  all 
forms  of  spasm,  as  we  see,  are  essentially  related  to  stimu- 
lation of  the  volition,  or  to  peripheral  irritation  acting 
through  the  cord.  We  shall  return  to  this  law  in  the  chap- 
tor  upon  spasms  and  reflex  neuroses  (reflex  spasms.)  Tre- 
mor, also,  in  paralysis  agitans,  or  in  diflFuse  sclerosis  of  the 
central  nervous  system,  or  in  purely  spinal  groups  of  symp- 
toms (indicative  of  sclerosis  of  the  lateral  columns),  is 
subordinate  to  the  influence  of  the  stimulus  of  the  will  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  spinal  reflex  irritations  on  the  other. 
A  restriction  of  the  seat  of  symptomatic  tremor  is  there- 
fore not  permissible.  As  a  general  principle  it  may  be 
stated  that — 

20.  The  influence  which  stimulation  of  the  sensorium 
exercises  upon  a  symptom  of  motor  irritation,  and  in  gen- 
eral upon  a  pathological  motor  phenomenon,  does  not  prove 
that  the  symptom  is  cerebral  ;  and,  in  general,  motor  irri- 
tations duo  to  central  causes  are  essentially  connected  wilh 
irritation,  or  at  least  co-operation  of  the  sensitive  and  sen- 
sorial portion  of  the  nervous  system. 

A  large  group  of  motor  disturbances  is  caused,  not  by 
disease  of  the  motor  organs,  in  the  sense  of  Bell,  but  by 
disease  of  portions  of  the  nervous  system,  ranking  as  motor 
organs,  lying  in  lateral  juxtaposition. 

I  was  the  first  to  introduce  into  pathology  the  principle 
that  tabetic  disturbances  of  motility  are  caused  by  such  a 
regulative  nervous  apparatus  ;  and  through  the  labors  of 
Cyon  this  thought  has  since  become  known  to  every  one. 
The  cerebellum,  also,  is  such  a  regulative  apparatus,  the 
I)ropor  function  of  which  is  not  yet  well  known,  but  which 
certainly  exercises  an  exciting  or  a  depressing  influence 
upon  the  functional  capacity  of  the  motor  nervous  struc- 
tures; motor  adynamia  is  a  constant  symptom  of  severe 
diseases  of  the  cerebellum,  especially  of  its  hemispheres. 
We  see,  further,  that  patients  suffering  from  cerebellar 
diseases  are  either  actually  forced  to  move  towards  one 
side,  owing  (I  suppose)  chiefly  to  unilateral  spasms  or  par- 
alysis of  the  muscles  of  the  trunk,  or,  at  least,  that  they 
experience  a  sensation  of  being  thus  forced  towards  that 
side,  which  may  be  explained  by  supposing  an  involuntary 
increase  and  diminution  of  the  functional  capacity  of  the 
trunk  muscles  of  one  side,  whereby  the  muscular  conscious- 
ness in  respect  to  the  balance  of  the  body  is  disturbed. 

Wo  also  see  convulsions  originating  in  diseases  of  thtt 
hemispheres  ;  and  in  the  experiments  of  Hitzig  and  Fritsch 
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we  see  disturbances  of  association  of  movement  connected 
neither  with  spasm  nor  with  paralysis.  The  corpora  quad- 
rigemina,  also,  with  their  peripheral  prolongations  the  two 
Icmnisci,  which  disappear  in  the  so-called  motor  field,  seem 
to  play  an  analogous  part  io  movement,  that  is,  they  seem 
to  exercise  a  stimulant  influence  w^hich  maintains  the  nor- 
mal function  in  duo  vigor,  or  exaggerates  it  spasmodically, 
or  {if  they  are  paralyzed)  disturbs  the  motor  equilibrium 
in  some  way  na  yet  unknown*  I  suspect  that  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  corpora  quadrigemina  causes  paralysis 
agitans. 

As  for  the  localization  of  associated  movements,  properly 
80  called,  sucli,  for  instance,  as  occur  in  chorea  major  in 
consequence  of  pathological  irritation  of  parts  of  the  brain, 
it  should  bo  remarked  that  these  parts  possess  the  same 
dignity  as  regulative  of  these  movements  which  the  claus- 
trum  possesses  in  rehition  to  speech,  and  that  we,  therefore, 
have  reason  from  analogy  to  refer  associated  movements  to 
the  central  gauglia.  In  favor  of  this  view  we  have  the 
anatomical  fact,  discovered  by  Betz,  that  all  the  central 
ganglia — ^Uialamus  opticus,  corpus  striatum,  corpus  quad- 
rigerainum,  imcleus  lenticularis,  elaustrum,  nucleus  amy- 
gdalni — form  oue  connected  gray  mass,  whence  we  may 
infer  that  the  whole  mass  possesses  analogous  functions^ 
and  constitutes  the  centre  for  associated  movements.  The 
claustrum  is  known  to  be  a  centre  of  association  for  speech, 
and  the  corpus  quadrigcminum  for  the  muscles  of  the  eje. 

Having  now  explained  what  central  symptoms  admit  of 
a  definite  localization,  and  of  what  sort  this  localization  is> 
the  significance  of  the  ''law  of  diffusion/'  stated  in  the 
beginning,  becomes  at  once  clear.  Since  the  days  of 
Boll  and  Romberg  a  tendency  has  prevailed,  in  the  wdiolo 
of  nervous  pathology,  to  concentrate  all  the  existing  groups 
of  symptoms  in  a  given  case  of  disease  upon  one  spot  or 
region*  I  will  only  allude  to  the  attempts  of  Remak  to 
localize  the  various  forms  of  tabes  according  to  their  com- 
plications. 

In  dementia  paralytica  the  case  is  much  more  striking. 
Meynert  was  obliged  to  derive  all  the  symptoms  from  a 
disease  of  the  frontal  lobe,  which  he  found  atrophied  to  a 
greater  extent  than  the  posterior  regions  ;  but  Westphal, 
on  the  contrary,  saw  in  the  alterations  of  the  spinal  cord 
the  most  important  anatomical  phenomenon.  If  we  analyze 
the  phenomena  of  dementia  paralytica  under  the  guidance 
of  the  law  of  diffusion,  we  shall  adopt  neither  of  these 
alternatives,  but  shall  first  of  all  fix  every  symptom  that 
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admits  of  localization  ;  and  tbus  wo  shall  roach  tho  conclu- 
sion that  dementia  paralytica  is  a  diflused  disease,  extend- 
ing over  the  entire  nervous  system.  We  shall  refer  tabetic 
symptoms  to  the  posterior  columns  of  tbe  cord  ;  alalia, 
difficulty  in  swallowing,  and  other  symptoms  of  progressive 

EaralysiB,  to  the  nuclear  region  of  the  stem  of  the  brain  ; 
emiplegia  with  convulsions,  or  convulsions  simply,  to  tho 
hemispheres  of  the  brain  ;  conditions  of  motor  excitability 
to  the  frontal  lobes  ;  certain  irregular  disturbances  of  the 
character  of  those  discovered  by  Hitzig  and  Fritsch,  also  to 
the  anterior  lobes. 

Pathological  anatomy  completely  justifies  this  view^ 
although  we  must  say  that  there  are  many  other  phenom- 
ena in  dementia  paralytica,  the  localization  of  which  is 
impossible  at  present^  or  at  least  rests  on  an  uncertain 
basis;  for  instance,  those  undefined  disturbances  of  motility, 
as  when  tho  patient  never  moves  of  his  own  accord,  but 
can  walk  very  well  if  urged  to  do  so.  This  phenomenon  is 
evidently  a  result  of  impaired  energy,  of  innervation  of  the 
centres  of  volition.  In  many  cases,  too^  there  is  a  symp- 
tomatic hantinoss  and  a  spastic  quality,  without  any  proper 
npasm,  in  the  movements  of  many  insane  persons  which 
cannot  be  exactly  localized.  Many  of  these  disturbances 
might,  perhaps,  be  ascribed  to  disease  of  the  central 
ganglia  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  anterior  lobes  on  tho 
other, 

Tho  law  of  diilusion  is  extremely  useful  in  the  so-called 
sdej'ose  en  plaques,  Tho  attempt  has  been  made  to  associate 
a  definite  group  of  symptoms  with  this  affection,  but  every 
new  case  has  brought  now  complications.  The  cause  is 
very  clear ;  the  symptoms  do  not  depend  on  anything 
special  in  the  form  of  tho  disease,  but  upon  tho  localities 
that  are  affected  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  plain  that 
there  exists  a  certain  law  regulating  the  diffusion  of  tho 
disease,  in  obedience  to  which  it  leaps  from  one  phico  to 
another,  and  thus  gives  rise  to  certain  unitary  groups  of 
symptoms,  amongst  tho  great  variety  of  forms  which  diffuse 
neuritis  assumes. 

It  is  an  unquestionable  fact,  established  in  recent  times, 
that  our  methods  of  preparation  and  study  of  anatomical 
Bpocimcna  allow  us  to  neglect  a  great  many  diseased 
regions,  which  has  occasioned  great  con  fusion,  all  the 
symptoms  being  referred  to  tho  seats  of  disease  which  hap- 
pen to  bo  discovered.  The  law  of  diffusion  %vill  guard 
against  such  errors.  For  example  :  when  the  predomi- 
nant symptoms  have  been  spinal,  associated  with   alalic 
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disturbances  of  speech,  we  shall  not  content  ourselves 
with  the  discovery  of  spinal  disease,  but  will  examine 
closely,  by  the  aid  of  the  microscope,  into  the  condition  of 
the  hypoglossus  and  its  nuclei  ;  and  in  time  to  come  the 
alienist  will  do  the  same  when  examining  the  symptoms  of 
alalia,  etc.,  in  the  insane. 

We  know  now  that  the  designation  of  sclerose  en  plaques 
is  incorrect,  for  the  researches  of  Bourneville  have  proved 
that  the  disease  is  not  limited  precisely  to  local  foci,  but 
that  the  spaces  between  the  foci,  apparently  sound,  are 
really  diseased.  We  have  properly  a  diffused  neuritis, 
which  (as  far  as  concerns  spinal  symptoms)  derives  its 
character  from  the  combination  of  disease  of  the  anterior 
and  of  the  lateral  columns.  The  expression,  scLerose  en 
plaques  may,  therefore,  be  retained  as  clinically  useful ;  or 
we  may  call  it,  instead,  Charcot's  type  of  diffuse  central 
neuritis. 

Diffuse  neuritis  includes  also  the  ascending  and  the 
descending  form  of  dementia — the  combinations  of  ascend- 
ing tabes  with  dementia  (type  of  Jeffe-Westphal) — the 
combination  of  glosso-labio-laryngeal  paralysis  with  pro- 
gressive muscular  atrophy  and  paraplegia  of  the  arms 
(type  of  Wachsmuth) — the  combination  oi  general  progres- 
sive muscular  atrophy  with  the  above-named  disease  of  the 
region  of  the  nuclei  of  the  cerebral  nerves,  without  atro- 
phy, and  also  the  cerebral  sclerose  en  plaques  (type  of 
ValentinerJ,  etc. 

Among  the  groups  of  symptoms  which  occur  in  general 
neuroses,  especially  hysteria  and  dementia,  may  be  classed 
Basedow's  disease,  which  belongs,  in  all  probability,  in  the 
region  of  the  junction  ot  the  spinal  cord  and  medulla 
oblongata. 

It  would  be  of  great  importance  to  establish  the  law- 
regulating  the  diffusion  of  central  neuritis.  Much  may 
depend  on  the  distribution  of  the  blood-vessels  ;  and  the 
memoir  of  Duret  upon  the  distribution  of  the  vessels  of  the 
medulla  oblongata  (Archives  de  Physiol.,  1873)  gives  us 
interesting  facts  in  this  respect.  The  gist  of  the  matter, 
however,  seems  to  me  to  lie  in  quite  another  point.  I  will 
not  speak  at  length  here,  owing  to  want  of  material. 

In  the  spinal  cord,  observation  indicates  a  prevailing 
tendency  to  spread  upward  and  downward,  and  rarely  to 
extend  to  the  deeper  portions  of  the  cord,  when  the  disease 
is  chronic  and  progressive. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  remark  that  diffuse  central  neuritis 
can  seldom  be  confounded  with  diffused  neoplasms,  from 
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the  fact  that  the  local  extension  of  neoplasms  follows 
entirely  different  laws  from  those  which  govern  the 
diffusion  of  chronic  inflammations.  Purely  tabetic  symp- 
toms, taken  for  example,  could  never  be  produced  by  a 
neoplasm. 

Hut  from  my  own  experience,  and  from  what  I  gather  in 
reading,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  neoplasm,  as  well  as  local 
neuritis,  may  give  origin  to  a  diffuse  central  neuritis,  even 
at  remote  points  ;  so  that  the  diagnosis  of  a  diffuse  process, 
even  when  located  in  separate  regions,  with  intervals  of 
sound  tissue,  \Nill  not  absolutely  exclude  the  possibility  of 
a  neoplasm. 

The  importance  of  the  law  of  diffusion,  both  in  a  diag- 
nostic and  in  a  therapeutic  point  of  view,  is  shown  by  the 
following  consideration  :  Chronic  nervous  diseases  fre- 
quently give  rise  to  cerebral  and  spinal  symptoms,  of 
which  each  must  be  treated,  as  far  as  possible,  in  loco 
morhi. ;  this  has  been  so  far  neglected,  that  when 
cerebral  symptoms  have  been  present,  it  has  been  usual  to 
treat  them  alone,  to  the  neglect  of  the  spinal.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  used  to  appear  most  paradoxical  to  me. 
when  I  first  observed  the  improvement  in  mental  symp- 
toms, deafness,  and  amblyopia  which  occurred  during  the 
employment  of  galvanic  currents  applied  to  the  vertebral 
column.  When  we  consider  that  in  the  progressive  ascend- 
ing form  of  dementia  paralytica  the  process  may  leap 
across  from  the  cervical  enlargement  on  the  stem  of  the 
brain  to  the  cerebral  hemispheres,  as  is  quite  certainly  the 
case  in  the  neuritis  of  the  optic  and  auditory  nerves  in 
tabes,  we  shall  admit  that  some  irritation  or  paralj^sis  (for 
example,  within  the  cervical  enlargement)  acts  as  a  cause 
of  this  leaping  across  ;  and  we  shall  be  prepared  to  under- 
stand that  the  sedative  or  stimulating  action  of  the  galvanic 
current  upon  the  cervical  enlargement  may  arrest  or  cure 
the  symptoms  of  remote  secondary  irritation.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  in  the  case  of  these  symptoms,  the  laws  govern- 
ing their  diffusion  have  an  anatomical  basis,  and  a  relation 
to  the  reflex  functions  of  the  vaso  motor  system  ;  though 
w^e  know  very  little  of  such  a  basis  or  such  relations.  It 
is  a  very  interesting  fact  that  in  chronic  inflammation  of 
the  anterior  half  of  the  cord  the  process  never  leaps  over 
to  the  cerebral  nerves  ;  if  this  seems  to  be  the  case,  it 
arises  from  the  presence  of  associated  disease  of  the  poste- 
rior columns,  the  symptoms  of  which  are  overshadowed  by 
the  more  prominent  ones  referred  to  the  anterior  half. — 
FsycJiohgiccd  and  Medico-Legal  Journal. 
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BY  N.  S.  DAVIS,  M.D. 


On  tho  afternoon  of  September  17th,  1874,  a  young  man, 
attending  the  North-Western  University,  while  out  with 
two  of  his  classmates  gathering  botanical  specimens, 
plucked  and  ate  mushrooms  which  he  supposed  to  be 
edible.  He  had  previously  during  the  same  afternoon 
eaten  some  sour  grapes.  They  returned  to  their  board- 
ing place,  and  while  at  the  supper  table  the  one  who 
had  eaten  the  mushroom  began  to  be  very  sick.  He  had 
hardly  more  than  time  to  leave  the  table  when  he  began 
to  vomit  violently,  with  extreme  distress  in  the  epigas- 
trium. The  contents  of  the  stomach  were  fully  ejected,  but 
paroxysms  of  vomiting  and  distress  continued  with  great 
severity  for  three  hours,  during  which  he  had  some  cramps 
in  the  muscles  of  the  legs,  occasional  hiccough,  skin  and 
extremities  cool,  respiration  twenty  per  minute,  pulse  one 
hundred,  and  extremely  small  and  weak.  After  about  three 
hours  the  bowels  began  to  move,  and  he  had,  at  intervals 
of  half  an  hour,  two  or  three  copious  serous  discharges 
from  the  alimentary  canal.  These  discharges  were  suflS- 
cient  to  fill  a  chamber  vessel  two-thirds  full,  were  very 
thin  and  plainly  tinged  with  blood  ;  yet  the  pains  in  the 
abdomen  were  not  very  severe.  Each  intestinal  evacua- 
tion was  preceded  and  accompanied  by  severe  cramps  in 
the  calves  of  the  legs,  and  increased  feebleness  of  tho  cir- 
culation, but  the  nausea  and  vomiting  diminished.  About 
six  hours  after  the  commencement  of  the  attack  all  active 
evacuations  ceased,  and  the  patient  began  to  have  some 
sleep.  During  the  last  half  of  the  night  his  stomach  and 
bowels  remained  quiet,  and  a  moderate  febrile  re-action 
took  place  ;  yet,  there  was  no  stupor,  no  abdominal  dis- 
tension, and  but  little  tenderness  on  pressure.  He  con- 
tinued to  have  some  redness  and  heat  of  skin,  accompanied 
by  moderate  fullness  of  the  pulse,  slight  dilatation  of  tho 
pupils,  dull  headache,  and  a  sense  of  giddiness  on  assuming 
an  erect  position,  all  the  next  day.  These  symptoms 
passed  away  and  he  slept  well  tho  following  night.  Tho 
stomach  exhibited  slight  morbid  sensibility,  with  a  feeling 
of  general  weakness  for  three  or  four  days,  when  his  reco- 
very appeared  to  be  complete. 

I  saw  him  in  half  an  hour  after  tho  first  active  symptoms 
commenced.     Learning  that  he  had  already  vomited  enough 
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to  fully  evacuate  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  and  that  it 
had  only  been  about  two  hours  since  he  ate  the  junguSy 
I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  either  emetics  or  cathar- 
tics, but  required  entire  rest  in  the  recumbent  position, 
and  to  allay  the  extreme  irritation  of  the  gastric  mucous 
membrane,  gave  him  a  teaspoonful  of  the  following  mix- 
ture every  half  hour : 

B;      Carbolic  Acid  cryst.  8grs. 

Glycerine,  3  ss. 

Camph.  Tinct.  Opii.,  3  ij. 

Aqua  Camph,  3  ij. 

Simple  syrup,  3  ss. 
Mix. 

After  the  bowels  began  to  move  and  the  pulse  became 
very  feeble  he  was  ordered  two  tablespoonfuls  of  warm 
strong  coflfee  between  the  doses  of  medicine. 

These  were  all  the  remedies  given,  and  how  far  the}^ 
exerted  any  influence  we  leave  every  reader  to  judge  for 
himself. 

My  object  in  placing  this  case  on  record  is  that  it  differs 
in  several  respects  from  the  majority  of  cases  of  mushroom 
poisoning. 

1st.  The  symptoms  of  irritation  in  this  case  commenced 
actively  in  two  hours  after  the  fungus  was  eaten,  which  is 
much  sooner  than  in  most  of  the  cases  on  record. 

2d.  The  symptoms  were  more  than  those  of  a  purely 
irritant  poison,  acting  directly  on  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  while  in  most  of  the  recorded 
cases  symptoms  of  narcotism,  such  as  stupor,  delirium,  etc., 
are  prominent  symptoms. 

Since  writing  the  above  case,  we  learn  that  only  a  few 
days  since  two  boys,  at  Oak  Park,  gathered  what  tbey  sup- 
posed to  be  edible  mushrooms,  and  caused  the  servant  girl 
to  cook  them  and  participate  in  eating  the  same.  They 
were  all  soon  taken  sick,  and  one  of  the  boys,  named  Palmer 
Kellogg,  twelve  years  of  age,  died.  The  other  two  are  in  a 
fiiir  way  to  recover.  We  have  not  learned  the  particular 
symptoms  exhibited  in  these  cases. 

A  newspaper,  in  alluding  to  these  cases,  says  the  boys 
**  picked  a  lot  of  toadstools^  thinking  they  were  mushrooms," 
It  is  proper  to  state  that  there  is  no  reliable  and  easily  re- 
cognized difference  between  toadstools  or  poisonous  or  non- 
poisonous  mushrooms,  and  the  only  safe  way  is  to  let  all 
thubo  fuH'ri  alone. 
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Case  ol  Uterine  Fibroid  Treated  by  Hypodermic 
Ergotine. 


BY   GEORGE   COWAN,    M.D.,    DANVILLE,    KY. 


On  the  9th  day  of  November  last  M.  C,  a  colored  wo- 
man, married,  and  aged  about  forty  years,  presented  her- 
self to  me  at  my  oflSce  for  treatment  of  a  fibroid  tumor  of 
the  uterus.  She  had  noticed  its  origin  eight  years  previ- 
ously in  the  left  side  of  the  hypogastrium.  Her  previous 
health  was  good,  although  she  had  been  sterile  all  her  life. 
There  have  been  no  attacks  of  metrorrhagia,  but  has  had 
a  few  tolerably  profuse  menorrhagias.  There  has  been 
during  the  last  four  years  very  obstinate  constipation,  and 
it  has  been  lately  a  very  difficult  matter  to  secure  a  move- 
ment from  the  bowels,  although  very  powerful  purgatives 
and  enematae  were  used.  There  have  been  also  uterine 
tenesmus,  swelling  of  the  feet,  and  pains  and  numbness  in 
the  right  leg  and  side.  With  these  rational  signs,  and  by 
the  employment  of  the  aspirator,  Simpson's  intra-uterine 
sound,  and  bimanual  manipulation  through  the  rectum  and 
vagina,  a  diagnosis  of  a  subperitoneal  fibroid  growth  of 
great  size  and  density  was  arrived  at.  At  the  most  prom- 
inent point  of  the  abdomen,  which  was  two  or  three  inches 
above  the  umbilicus,  she  measured  thirty-six  inches  trans- 
versely around  the  body.  The  shape  of  the  abdomen  was 
nearly  symmetrical,  and  the  abdominal  walls  seemed 
stretched  to  their  utmost.  The  surface  presented  a 
smooth,  uniform  appearance,  and  no  pressure  could  develop 
anything  like  sulci  or  prominences.  The  uterus  seemed 
one  uniformly  hypertrophied  mass  of  almost  stony  hard- 
ness to  the  touch.  The  cavity  of  the  uterus  could  be  ex- 
plored four  and  a  half  inches  with  the  sound.  Not 
regarding  the  operation  of  gastrotomy  as  ever  justifiable 
in  such  cases,  and  knowing  of  the  method  instituted  by 
Hildebrandt  of  using  ergotine  hypodermicall}',  I  resolved 
to  try  it.  I  accordingly  injected  into  the  subcutaneous 
tissue  of  the  abdomen  daily  for  two  weeks  one  and  a  half 
to  two  grains  of  ergotine  in  twenty  minims  of  distilled 
water.  At  the  end  of  this  time  the  patient  returned  to 
her  home,  where  it  was  too  far  distant  for  me  to  visit  her 
and  keep  up  the  treatment. 
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The  results  of  the  treatment  in  two  weeks' time  were  as 
follows  :  The  greatest  circumference  of  the  abdomen  was 
reduced  to  twenty-eight  and  a  half  inches  ;  the  bowels 
had  acted  daily  for  several  days,  freely  and  without  the 
use  of  medicine  ;  the  abdominal  walls  greatly  relaxed,  and 
the  presence  of  several  instead  of  a  single  tumor  detected; 
and  the  patient  much  improved  in  health,  strength,  and 
spirits.  She  supplied  herself  with  a  hypodermic  syringe 
and  a  solution  of  ergotine,  and  I  taught  her  as  well  as  I 
could  the  proper  use  of  the  instrument.  Such  frequent 
and  painful  abscesses  ensued,  however,  as  to  require  her 
to  abandon  its  use.  The  tumor  began  to  enlarge,  and  her 
health  gradually  gave  way  again. 

I  visited  her,  at  her  urgent  request,  at  her  home  on  the 
16th  of  last  March,  and  found  her  condition  wretched  and 
helpless  indeed.  Her  flesh  and  strength  were  now  so 
greatly  reduced  that  she  was  confined  to  her  bed,  her 
bowels  obstinately  constipated,  and  the  transverse  meas- 
urement around  the  abdomen  at  the  most  prominent  point 
thirty-two  inches.  After  several  ineflfectual  efforts  to  get 
the  treatment  properly  executed  at  her  home,  she  returned 
to  Danville  for  treatment  on  the  31st  of  last  May,  since 
which  time  she  has  been  under  treatment  as  before,  the 
dose  of  the  ergotine  having  been  gradually  increased  to 
three  grains.  Her  present  condition  is  again  very  greatly 
improved.  Her  appetite  and  strength  are  nearly  entirely 
restored,  and  the  bowels  are  acting  daily  and  freely,  and 
the  measurement  at  the  point  above  indicated  has  been 
reduced  to  twenty-seven  and  a  quarter  inches.  One 
symptom,  the  common  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  at  the 
menstrual  period,  has  been  very  marked.  At  the  mens- 
trual epochs  she  measures  from  two  and  a  half  to  three 
inches  more  around  the  abdomen  than  at  other  times. 
Query  :  may  not  this  symptom  be  regarded  as  possessing 
some  value  in  making  out  a  diagnosis  between  uterine 
fibroids  and  ovarian  tumors  ? — American  Practitionei\ 


Amputation  of  the  Uterus  and  Vagina. 


Editor  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. — Mrs.  N.,  rct. 
25  years,  mother  of  four  children,  was  confined  March 
4th,  1874,  and  gave  birth  to  a  full  grown  child  at  full  term 
of  her  pregnancy.  She  was  attended  by  a  midwife  in  her 
confinement,  who  extracted  the  placenta  by  making  strong 
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traction  on  the  cord.  The  placenta  was  adherent  to  the 
walls  of  the  womb,  and  this  led  to  complete  inversion  of 
the  uterus  and  vagina.  The  midwife  wished  to  conceal 
the  mischief  she  had  done  from  the  patient  and  her  friends, 
or  else  did  not  know  really  what  had  occurred,  so  the  wo- 
man remained  in  that  condition  till  the  end  of  two  weeks, 
at  which  time  I  was  summoned  to  see  her.  On  examination 
I  found  the  womb  completely  inverted,  very  much  inflamed 
and  swollen,  with  a  dark  spot  on  the  fundus  about  the 
size  of  a  silver  dollar ;  her  pulse  was  120  beats  to  the 
minute  ;  she  was  very  restless  and  haggard,  with  anxious 
expression  of  countenance.  I  had  Drs.  Stephenson  and 
Brown  sent  for,  and  on  a  thorough  examination  of  the  case 
it  was  agreed  to  amputate  the  parts,  as  the  only  means  of 
relief  for  the  patient,  as  evidently  gangrene  had  set  up  in 
the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  and  if  reduction  were  practica- 
ble, we  could  not  expect  recovery  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances. Suffice  it  to  say  that  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments were  made,  and  the  patient  was  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion for  the  operation  of  lithotomy.  She  was  fully  placed 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform  by  Dr.  S.,  while  I  com- 
menced making  an  incision  with  a  scalpel  on  the  left  side, 
down  to  the  vaginal  arteries  ;  a  sponge  was  then  applied 
with  Monsell's  solution.  I  then  took  up  both  arteries  and 
ligated  them,  and  with  a  needle  and  thread  stitched  up  the 
incision,  after  arresting  the  hemorrhage.  The  other  side 
was  treated  in  the  same  manner.  I  then  secured  the  parts 
entirely,  and  returned  the  remaining  portion  of  the  vagina 
back,  and  washed  the  parts  out  clean  with  a  solution  of 
sugar  of  load  and  tannin.  Meantime  the  patient  was 
roused  and  given  a  little  brandy,  which  she  threw  up  in  a 
few  minutes.  A  mustard  plaster  was  applied  to  her  stom- 
ach, and  a  little  more  brandy  given  her,  which  she  retain- 
ed. A  full  dose  of  opium  was  administered,  and  the 
patient  put  to  bed.  A  pledget  of  lint  saturated  with 
creosote  and  glycerine  were  placed  in  the  vagina  and 
retained  by  a  T  bandage,  which  was  let  remain  twenty- 
four  hours,  when  it  was  removed  and  the  parts  washed 
clean  and  a  new  application  made.  One  grain  of  opium 
was  ordered  every  six  hours,  with  port  wine  every  two 
hours. 

This  course  was  continued  for  one  week,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  all  her  symptoms  seemed  to  be  improving.  I 
then  ordered  a  wash  of  the  permanganate  of  potassa  twice 
a  day,  which  was  continued  one  week  longer.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  I  ordered  a  wash  of  nothinjr  but  lukewarm 
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water,  and  at  the  end  of  one  month's  time,  strange  to  say, 
the  patient  was  able  to  walk  about  her  room,  and  at  the 
present  writing  is  entirely  well,  and  enjoying  as  good 
health  apparently  as  she  ever  did. 

E.  G.  Bradley,  M.D. 


On  the  Condition  of  the  Mouth  and  Teeth  During 
Pregnancy. 


BY  MR.    OAKLEY   COLES. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen— There  is  an  old-fash- 
ioned phrase,  common  amongst  a  large  section  of  the 
female  community—*^  for  every  child  a  tooth.'' 

I  believe  that  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  contained 
in  this  old  woman's  fable  may  be  fairly  doubted,  but  it 
is  nevertheless  true,  that  the  period  of  pregnancy  is  one 
iu  which  the  oral  secretions  are  subject  to  considerable 
alterations,  whilst  the  teeth  are  peculiarly  liable  at  this 
time  to  decay,  or  to  undergo  pathological  changes. 

In  the  artificial  life  of  the  present  day,  the  teeth  are 
less  able  to  resist  the  strain  made  upon  them,  in  common 
with  the  other  parts  of  the  organism  ;  hence  wo  have 
during  pregnancy  an  increasing  liability  to  caries  with 
each  generation. 

I  propose  in  the  following  paper  noticing — 

1.  The  changes  and  general  condition  of  the  tooth 
during  pregnancy. 

2.  The  condition  of  the  gums. 

3.  The  oral  secretions,  with  their  changes  and  inllu- 
enco  upon  the  teeth. 

4.  The  neuralgia  of  pregnancy. 

And  lastly,  the  remedial  agents  useful  during  preg- 
nancy.— Missouri  Journal, 


Action  op  Ergot  on  the  Infant. — Dr.  E.  R.  Herschel, 
in  the  New  York  Medical  Record,  says  a  new-born  infant, 
by  accident,  received  half  a  teaspoonful  (thirty  drops)  of 
Squibb's  fluid  extract  of  ergot.  Efforts  to  vomit  the 
infant  failed.  In  an  hour  it  was  seized  with  severe  ab- 
dominal pains,  recurring  every  fifteen  minutes,  and  lasting 
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about  one  minute.  Slight  tetanic  contractions  of  the  face 
and  extremities  were  present,  and  four  hours  subsequently 
a  diarrhoea  set  in.  All  the  symptoms  yielded  to  hot  baths 
in  twelve  hours,  though  for  two  weeks  there  was  a  tend- 
ency to  diarrhoea.  This  supports  the  opinion  that  ergot 
does  not  cause  the  death  of  the  child  during  labor. 


New  Antidysentebic. — In  the  Vienna  Exhibition  are 
shown  specimens  of  an  **  antidysenteric  extract "  prepared 
from  the  pods  of  the  mangosteen  (Garcinia  mangostana),  a 
well-known  plant  in  the  East  Indies.  The  extract  has  been 
prepared  by  Herr  Gruppe  of  Manilla,  and  has  been  used 
in  a  large  number  of  cases  in  hospital  and  private  practice. 
It  is  said  to  be  a  trustworthy  remedy  in  dysentery  and  in 
chronic  diarrhoea,  as  well  as  in  catarrhal  disorders  of  the 
uterus,  bladder,  and  urethra,  and  generally  in  diseases  for 
which  astringents  are  indicated.  It  may  be  given  in  pills, 
or,  especially  to  children,  in  the  form  of  syrup. 


Enemata  of  Bromide  op  Potassium  in  Obstinate  Vom- 
iting.— Dr.  Girabetti  has  obtained  the  very  best  results 
from  the  administration  of  eneraeta  of  bromide  of  potas- 
sium, in  doses  of  from  one-half  to  two  drachms,  in  cases 
of  obstinate  vomiting  attending  the  pregnant  state.  The 
same  drug,  also  administered  in  enemeta,  has  been  ver}^ 
successful  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Laborde,  of  Paris,  in  ob- 
stinate vomiting,  connected  with  disease  of  the  stomach, 
liver  and  intestines. — Lancet^  May  30th,  1874. 


Haemorrhoids. — Dr.  Wm.  Colles,  Dublin,  lately  injected 
twenty  minims  of  tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron  into  each 
internal  hsemorrhoidal  tumor.  No  traces  could  be  found 
some  weeks  afterward,  by  speculum,  except  nodules,  of 
the  size  of  shrivelled  currants.  The  case  had  resisted  Dr. 
Houston's  application  of  fuming  nitric  acid.  —  British 
Medical  Journal,  June  27th,  1874,  p.  849. 


Agreeable  Purgative. — 

5.     Magnesia)  calcinat,  3iss.; 
AqsD  pur 33,  3ij.; 
Sprup.  orgeat  (or  curacoa)  3ss.  M. 
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Abstract  from  the  Beports  of  Deaths  and  their  Oanses  in  the  following 
Gitiea  and  Towns  in  Oolifomia,  dtiring  JuIjTt  1874. 
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S.  F.  B'd  of  Health. 
Sac.  B'd  of  HeaUU. 

Petaluma  ,,,.>,.. 

Dr.  G,  W.  Graves. 
Dr.  A.  H,  Pratt. 

Stockton,.. , , 

Maryavillo ...,.,, 

StockiOD  B'd  Heahb. 
Dr.  A.  B.  CaldweO. 

PJacervillu 

San  Diego  .  * 

Oroville, , *. , . , 

Dr.  E.  A.  Kunkler, 
Dr.  T.C.Stockton. 
Dr,  J.  M.  Vance. 

Lob  Attgelea. ,...,.,., 

Dr.  H.  S,  Omae, 

Tmckee  ...,....*,,.., 

Dr.  Wm,  Gurksa. 

St,  Helena ... . 

Dr.  C.  F.  A.  Njcbell. 

Napa  City .....  .,..., 

Dr.  M.  B.  Pond. 

Wataonville 

Dr.  W,  W.  R0B8, 

Fol&om    ^  _ 

Dr.  S.  Lyoas. 
Df,  C,  L.  Anderaon, 
Dr.  S.  D.  Campbell, 
Dr.  Luke  Robinafin. 
Dr-  J,  C.  Montague. 
Dr  C,  B.  Battji. 
Dr.CA.KIrkpatrick. 
Dr.  C,  B.  Robertson. 

:^anta  Cruz  .    ...   

Suisun,  Fairfidd. 

Colu^.. , 

Trlniry  County........ 

San  la  Barbani.. 

Redwood  City  and  sur.. 
San  Andreas 

Auburn. . .. 

Tulare  County.....,.,, 

Siskiyou  County, 

Susan?ille  and  BUr 

Dowuievill©  ,.,,..,.. 

Healdgbur|r. ♦. 

Micbigan  Blufik. 

Pajaro 

Dr.  A.  a  Duboia. 
Dr.  M.  Baker. 
Dr.  Daniel  Beam, 
Dr.  J.  J.  Sawyer, 
Dr,  Alemby  Jiimp. 
Dr.  J.Bradford  Cor. 
Dr.  J.  L.  Jackson. 
Dr.  Nicbola, 

Sierra  Citj 

Dr.  L.  F.  Jones, 

Oakland , 

Board  of  Health, 

AnUf>cb  . .,,  ....  ,,.,,. 

Dr.  M.  C.  Parkiaon. 

SaUnaa  and  ear 

Wood  bridge  and  &ur, , . 
CioV(?rdale  ami  aur  . . . . 

Dr.  W.  W.  Davles. 
Dp,  A,  Trafton. 
Dr.  Q.  C,  i^milb. 

Remarks, — Our  table  presents  no  striking  features,  call- 
ing for  special  comment,  except  it  be  the  steady  decline  in 
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the  mortality  by  scarlatina  in  San  Francisco  and  Stockton, 
and  the  considerable  increase  by  diseases  of  the  digestive 
organs  ;  of  which  cholera  infantum  constituted  thirty-four 
in  San  Francisco.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  great  mortality 
noted  last  month  in  Los  Angeles  is  still  greater  at  present. 
We  have  been  promised  completer  reports  hereafter,  which 
may  explain  the  causes.  The  unusual  number  of  deaths 
in  Oroville  is  attributable  to  much  sickness  among  the  Chi- 
nese, six  out  of  the  seven  deaths  there  being  from  among 
this  class  of  our  population. 

Thomas  M.  Logan,  M.  D., 
Permanent  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health. 


Sea  Sickness. — The  opinion  so  commonly  held  in  regard 
to  sea  sickness,  namely,  that  it  is  due  either  to  a  congestion 
of  the  brain  or  to  a  commotion  in  the  abdominal  viscera, 
caused  by  the  motion  of  the  vessel,  is  very  plausibly 
combatted  by  M*  Pellerin,  who,  in  a  paper  read  before  the 
French  Academy,  attributes  the  malady  to  a  deranged 
circulation  of  the  blood,  produced  by  the  alternate  rolling 
and  heaving  of  the  vessel.  The  result  of  this,  he  says,  is 
not  a  congestion  of  the  brain,  which  is,  on  the  contrary, 
deprived  of  some  of  the  blood  required  to  keep  up  a  stim- 
ulus of  that  nervous  center,  that  sensation  which  is  felt  in 
sea  sickness  resembling  peculiarly  what  is  felt  immediately 
after  a  letting  of  the  blood  when  the  patient  sits  or  stands, 
namely,  a  disposition  to  vomit,  or  actual  vomiting.  In 
support  of  this  opinion,  mention  is  made  of  the  fact  that 
persons  who  are  liable  to  sea  sickness  experience  its  effects 
in  a  much  slighter  degree  when  they  are  in  a  horizontal 
position,  the  relief  thus  afforded  being  like  that  which  is 
produced  in  the  same  position  when  a  person  is  in  a  state 
of  syncope. 

Lemon  Juice  in  Diphtheria. — M.  Revillout  recommends 
(Gazette  des  Hopitatix,  June  20th,)  in  the  strongest  terms 
the  employment  of  large  quantities  of  pure  lemon  juice  as  a 
gargle.  He  says  that  he  and  his  father  have  used  it  during 
eighteen  years  and  always  with  success,  it  being  the  most 
certain  application  yet  known. — Medical  Times  and  Gaaeite^ 
June  27th,  1874. 


Monthly   Report  of  Deaths  Registered  in  San  Francisco  during 

September,  1874. 
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The  Board  met,  pursuant  to  law,  at  Sacramento,  October 
21st,  at  the  office  of  the  Permanent  Secretary,  Dr.  Logan. 

Present :  Dr.  Gibbons,  Sr.,  President ;  Drs.  Todd  of 
Stockton,  Montgomery  of  Sacramento,  and  Stout  of  San 
Francisco. 

The  minutes  of  last  quarterly  meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Solano  County  Hospital,  the  details 
of  which  were  related  in  a  former  number  of  the  Lancet, 
the  inquiry  was  made,  if,  in  accord  with  the  liberality 
manifested  by  the  Supervisors  of  Solano  Count^^  the 
hospital  had  been  built  —  three  months  were  thought  suf- 
ficient to  erect  the  proposed  pavilion  hospital?  The  dis- 
couraging answer  was.  No.  It  appears  the  five  Supervisors 
are  two  for  Fairfield,  two  for  Dixon,  one  for  Vallejo.  Now, 
Fairfield  oflfered  a  lot,  if  the  hospital  be  located  there  ; 
Dixon  bid  a  lot  to  have  the  pavilion  decorate  its  site  ; 
Vallejo  seems  not  to  have  cared,  and  ofi'ered  nothing. 
On  the  vote,  Fairfield  voted  for  Fairfield,  and  Dixon  for 
Dixon.  Vallejo  told  them  to  settle  their  own  disputes, 
sat  as  witness  and  refused  to  vote.  Hence  the  patients  in 
the  delectable  hospital  of  Fairfield  as  heretofore  pictured, 
abide  the  result.  Any  other  town  in  the  county  than 
Fairfield,  Dixon  or  Vallejo  ought  to  get  the  preference, 
though  if  in  pure  rivalry  one  from  Fairfield  and  one  from 
Dixon  would  go  over  to  Vallejo,  the  railroad  metropolis 
of  Solano  might  win  the  race.  Stock  in  hospitals  is  in 
demand  ;  rise,  Benicia,  and  seize  the  prize. 

Several  communications  were  received  and  recorded  for 
further  report. 

Dr.  Montgomery  introduced  the  question  of  the  culture 
of  the  eucalyptus- tree  in  California.  Its  value  as  a  disin- 
fectant against  malaria  was  fully  discussed,  but  referred  to 
future  more  ample  investigation.  But  there  was  no  dissent 
upon  the  value  and  usefulness  of  the  tree  for  hygienic, 
utilitarian  and  ornamental  purposes.    As  such,  for  boundary 
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lines,  for  avenues,  for  groves  in  the  vicinity  of  towns, 
for  shade  around  the  innumerable  residences  scattered 
over  our  treeless  plains  and  prairies ;  for  economic  uses, 
as  fences,  firewood;  railroad  ties,  etc.,  this  tree  is  of  ines- 
timable value  to  the  State.  The  propriety  of  creating  such 
groves  on  the  grounds  of  the  Napa  Insane  Asylum,  in 
whose  shade  its  convalescing  invalids  might  loiter,  was 
suggested,  as  only  a  few  of  the  gorgeous  oaks  of  Napa  are 
on  the  premises. 

Hygiene. 

The  necessity  of  pure  water  for  the  enjoyment  of  good 
health  is  manifest,  and  needs  no  discussion.  In  the  Second 
Biennial  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  1871-73, 
we  called  attention  to  the  insalubrity  of  the  water  con- 
tained in  the  tanks  on  the  tops  of  houses  in  San  Francisco, 
and  now  refer  the  reader  to  that  work  for  other  matters 
pertaining  to  the  same  subject.  For  the  purification  of 
such  waters,  we  cheerfully  give  place  to  Mr.  P.  Huerne's 
interesting  pamphlet,  which,  at  our  solicitation,  he  has 
furnished  for  distribution  with  the  Lancet.  It  contains  a 
description  of  his  valuable  filter,  and  also  plates  of  the 
monsters  and  reptiles,  when  magnified,  which  render  the 
water  decidedly  nutritious  and  life-sustaining.  With  a 
filter  to  darify  and  charcoal  to  purify,  these  vermin  may 
be  separated.  Appended  are  also  Mr.  Huerne's  remarks 
on  the  use  of  charcoal  as  a  disinfectant : 

In  order  to  purify  the  water  as  well  as  to  clarify  it,  a 
charcoal  attachment  has  been  added  to  this  filter.  Sifted 
charcoal  dust  mixed  with  water  is  introduced  in  the  cylin- 
der, one  tablespoonful  for  every  fifteen  gallons  of  water. 
The  charcoal  dust  when  saturated  with  the  deleterious 
gases  as  well  as  the  other  impurities  are  dragged  along  by 
the  clearing  of  the  filter  ;  so  that  a  perfect  cleanness  of  the 
apparatus  is  maintained  and  the  quality  of  the  water  so 
guaranteed.  Special  models  for  hotels  and  factories,  also 
with  charcoal  ;  no  limit — one  million  (or  more)  gallons  for 
twenty-four  hours. 
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Interesting  Lecture  by  President  Hanks  —  Donation 
of  Mounted  Slides. 


The  regular  meeting:  of  the  Socioty  was  held  on  Thurs- 
day evening.  Mr.  William  H.  Pratt,  of  Massachusetts, 
was  present  as  a  visitor. 

Under  the  head  of  donations  the  Secretary  announced 
the  reception  of  the  October  number  of  the  Overland 
Monthly  from  the  publishers. 

Valuable  additions  to  the  cabinet  were  made.  Mr.  H. 
Edwards  presented  several  specimens  of  the  "honey  ant/' 
from  New  Mexico. 

Mr.  Pratt  donated  three  slides,  mounted  by  him,  being  a 
portion  of  elytron  of  green  tiger  beetle  ;  anther  and  pollen 
of  morning  glory,  with  peculiar  spiny  outer  coat  and  pollen 
of  the  passion  flpwer. 

Mr.  Charles  Purdy  presented  through  Mr.  Kinne,  a 
curious  formation  of  calcareous  sandstone,  worn  by  the 
winds,  from  Castle  Peak,  Mono  County,  and  also  an  ex- 
ceedingly rare  specimen  of  Oolite,  from  the  border  of  a 
hot  spring  in  Bridgeport.  Mono  County. 

Mr.  C.  Mason  Kinnie  donated  a  large  number  of  slides, 
mounted  by  him,  which  were  examined  during  the  even- 
ing, consisting  of  the  scales  of  moth  ;  Tracheae  of  Larva  ; 
Pollen  of  Chinese  Arbutilon  ;  siliceous  spicula?  of  sponge  ; 
sand  from  Salt  Lake  ;  minute  shells  from  the  Sandwich 
Islands  ;  wing  of  butterfly  ;  section  of  coffee  Arabica,  and 
section  of  Frangula  Californica.  A  wide  difference  in  the 
cell  structure  of  the  last  two  named  was  noticeable,  giving 
additional  testimony  to  the  fallacy  of  regarding  the  "so 
called  coffee"  as  akin  to  the  real  article. 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Wallace  presented  the  society  with  a  sample 
of  the  mildew,  or  mould,  which  forms  in  wine  vaults  on 
the  London  docks,  and  which  Dickens  mentions  iu  "No 
Thoroughfare"  as  having  a  superstition  attached  to  it,  that 
if  it  falli«,  of  its  own  accord,  on  any  person,  they  will  die  a 
violent  death. 

Mr.  Hanks'  lecture  on  "Polarized  Light"  received  the 
attention  of  all  present,  and  while  he  claimed  no  originali- 
ty as  to  the  fiicts,  his  method  of  explanation  of  this  most 
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wonderful  peculiarity  of  light,  in  connection  with  certain 
mediums,  certainly  deserved  the  interest  manifested. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Treadwell,  who  placed  his 
apparatus  at  the  disposal  of  the  President,  Mr.  Hanks  was 
enabled  to  show  the  members  some  very  interesting  expe- 
riments with  the  double  image  prism,  and  the  eflfect  of  pol- 
arized light  on  various  crystals. 

Starting  out  with  a  general  statement  of  the  laws  which 
govern  the  transmission  of  light,  aided  by  frequent  dia- 
grams on  the  blackboard,  he  gradually  approached  the 
phenomena  in  question,  and  fully  explained  what  has  been 
deduced  from  the  study  of  others,  as  to  the  causes  which 
produce  polarization. 

The  effects  he  was  enabled  to  show  with  the  selenite 
plates,  with  blue  tourmaline  and  crystals  of  quartz  and  ni- 
tre, in  the  way  of  colored  rings,  crones  and  bands,  were 
beautiful  in  the  extreme,  and  ho  fully  explained  what  was 
meant  when  he  stated  that  many  substances  present  a  dif- 
ferent appearance  when  viewed  under  the  influence  of  pol- 
arised light,  and  may  be  thus  distinguished  from  similar 
substances  which  do  not,  and  it  is  therefore  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  microscopist,  the  chemist,  the  mineralo- 
gist and  the  general  observer.  An  object,  which  under 
the  influence  of  ordinary  light  is  tame  and  uninteresting, 
when  viewed  by  polarized  light  flashes  into  new  beauty 
and  reveals  an  interior  structure  before  unsuspected.  Some 
substances,  otherwise  transparent,  become  opaque,  while 
others  develop  brilliant  colors  or  show  black  rings,  stars 
and  crosses.  Many  of  the  phenomena  of  sunset,  the  fring- 
ing of  the  clouds  and  the  warm  tints  of  a  landscape  are 
in  some  measure  owing  to  polarized  light. — AUa^  October 
3d. 
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Donation  of  Mounted  Objects— Exhibition  Illustrating 
Histology,  by  Dr.  Harkness. 


The  stated  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening  at  their  rooms,  President  Hanks  in  the  chair. 

In  addition  to  a  largo  number  of  members,  Messrs.  W. 
R.  Barbour,  W.  M.  Lockington  and  L.  F.  Henderson  were 
present  as  visitors. 
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Mr,  W<  H.  Pratt  was  elected  a  corresponding  member 
of  the  Society. 

Under  the  head  of  donations,  Mr.  Hanks  presented  a 
sHde  mounted  wiUi  a  fragment  of  brick,  from  the  arch  or 
roof  of  a  furnace  in  which  gold  sulphurets  were  roasted,  in 
Calaveras  county.  The  surface  was  covered  with  gold, 
whichj  under  the  microscope,  presents  interesting  peculi* 
arities. 

Mr.  Kinne  presented  several  slides,  mounted  by  him, 
embracing  the  following  objects  :  pollen  of  Periwinkle, 
exhibiting  tbeir  peculiar  silt-Uke  markings  ;  forarainated 
encrustations  on  berries  of  Fuca  Navalis,  found  in  the  Gulf 
Stream;  hairs  of  caterpillar,  the  larva  of  Spilosoma  Acrea, 
showing  minute  spines  arranged  on  the  main  shaft  in  some- 
what regular  whorls  ;  sections  of  cypress,  both  transverse 
and  longitudinal,  showing  the  characteristic  dotted  ducts. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  several  fragments  of  insects  for 
mounting,  from  Japan,  Dr,  Blako  presented  a  species  of 
Coccug,  found  in  the  leaves  of  the  growing  Fuscia, 

Dr.  Cooper  presented  a  variety  of  fungoid  growtht  found 
on  willows,  which  was  referred  to  Dr.  Harkncss  for  fur- 
ther examination. 

Dr.  Harkness  exhibited  the  Achyla  Prolifera,  a  fungoid 
growth  found  on  the  bodies  of  dead  flies,  and  gave  a  very 
interesting  account  of  its  method  of  growth.  Some  very 
fine  specimens  of  Closterium  were  shown,  which  are  found 
abundantly  in  the  bottom  of  pools,  on  any  suony  day,  at  the 
present  time,  and  which  illustrated  very  beautifully  cell 
rotation.  Another  form  of  vegetable  life  the  Gonium  Pec- 
torale,  revolving  across  the  field  with  a  life-like  motion, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  Euglena,  classed  as  a  genus 
of  Infusoria,  and  found  in  the  same  drop  of  water^  served, 
with  several  forms  of  life  referred  to  by  Dr.  Bastiau  in  his 
experiments  on  the  **  Beginning  of  Life,"  as  a  theme  for  a 
very  interestkig  evening's  study. — Alia, 


ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCE. 


The  Usual  Prelimmaries— Donations  to  the  Cabinet- 
New  Members— Interesting  Papers. 


The  Academy  of  Science  met,  as  customary,  last  evcii' 
ing.    Vice-President  Gen.  Hewston  presided. 
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NEW   MEMBERS. 

P.  Gruber  and  Goo.  T*  Broniloy  were  elected  members. 

of  the  Academy. 

DONATIONS 

To  the  cabinet  were  as  follows :  Specimens  of  coal  from 
all  over  this  Coast,  and  from  Australia,  presented  by  J,  P. 
Pameron  ;  a  section  of  a  geode  containing  crystals  of  car- 
bonate of  lime,  donated  by  Gen.  Colton  ;  wood  and  fruit 
of  the  Osage  Orange,  from  Dr.  K.  Reid  ;  skates'  eggs  from 
W.  G,  Blunt ;  walnut  wood,  from  Calaveras  river,  and 
quicksilver  from  Napa  county,  presented  by  J,  W*  Lynch  ; 
specimens  of  dye  obtained  from  the  Osage  Orange,  from  G. 
1>.  Gibbs  ;  specimens  of  silver  from  Arizona  and  from  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  some  crystal  zinc,  from  Geo.  Pardy; 
skull  of  female  Indian  from  a  depth  of  fifteen  feet  in  the 
clay  of  San  Francisquito  creek,  from  Hunter  &  Shackle- 
ford;  two  specimens  of  crn8taca>,  from  Shanghai,  by  Henry 
Edwards;  a  new  parasite,  from  the  California  orange  tree. 

WRITTEN    COMMUNICATIONS. 

J.  P.  Damcron  enlightened  the  Academy  with  what  he 
called  "An  Article  on  Coal,"  The  paper  was  not  remarka* 
ble  for  anything  but  its  tiresome  length,  and  it^  author 
ehonld  be  careful  next  time  and  consult  Worcester  as 
^good  authority  in  pronunciation.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
be  compelled  to  listen  to  a  dissertation  composed  of  **  words 
of  learned  length  and  thundering  sound/^  out  it  is  a  cruel 
infliction  to  positively  refuse  them  their  natural  right  of 
correct  pronunciation. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Dall,  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  who  returned 
last  week  from  a  Summer  Expedition  on  the  coast  of 
Alaska,  etc.,  read  a  short  paper  entitled  "Note  on  Some 
Aleut  Mummies," 

Another  paper  submitted  to  the  Publication  Committee, 
but  not  read,  was  on  the  **  Wesh-knot  of  the  Tchincha-an 
Indians,  Port  Simpson,  British  Columbia.*'  It  describes  a 
very  peculiar  knot  made  by  the  Indians,  The  knot  does 
not  require  the  passage  of  the  ball  of  twine  through  the 
mesh  at  any  slip  in  the  formation,  and  therefore  obviates 
tho  use  of  the  knitting  needle. 

Dr.  Cooper  resumed  and  concluded  his  paper  on  the 
**  Tertiary  Period  of  California."  The  jiaper  was  listened 
to  very  attentively  by  the  audience. 

Dr.  Harkness  made  a  verbal  report  of  the  examination  of 
the  fungoid  growth  found  on  willows  that  had  been  sent  to 
the  Microscopical  Society.   He  gave  an  illustrated  account 
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of  its  formation  as  seen  under  the  glass,  and  as  already 
.  described  in  the  Alta, 

Mr.  Lockington  gave  a  very  interesting  verbal  history 
of  many  of  the  crustacaB  donated  to  the  Academy  at  its  for- 
mer session. 

Dr.  Blake  offered  brief  remarks  on  the  recent  thunder 
and  lightning  phenomena.  He  had  watched  it,  and  pro- 
nounced it  the  greatest  he  had  ever  seen  in  California.  He 
was  in  Placerville  at  the  time. 

After  some  remarks  from  Dr.  Dall,  on  the  glacial  forma- 
tions met  with  in  the  Aleutian  Islands,  the  meeting  ad' 
journed. 


Meran  and  the  Grape-Cure. 


Meran,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Tyrol,  though  it  has  long 
since  ceded  its  metropolitan  honors  to  Innsbruck,  remains 
the  head-quarters  of  the  grape-cure,  and  is  unrivaled  for 
beauty  of  situation  and  charm  of  climate.  It  is  a  sunny, 
cheerful  town,  lying  on  the  right  bank  of  the  bright  and 
Drawling  little  river  Passer. 

Apartments  and  single  rooms  arp  hired  by  the  month 
during  the  Spring  and  Autumn,  and  the  prices  vary,  ac- 
cording to  situation,  from  twelve  to  forty-five  guldens. 
Living  at  Meran  is  decidedly  cheaper  than  in  most  of  the 
Italian  and  French  places  of  resort ;  the  hotels  charge 
from  three  to  five  guldens  a  day,  though  it  is  possible  for 
those  whose  circumstances  wull  not  permit  of  this  to  live 
for  less.  Good  furnished  houses  and  villas  can  be  found 
for  families  who  prefer  their  own  housekeeping ;  but  in 
these  cases  it  is  well  to  bring  one's  own  cook,  as  good  cooks 
are  seldom  to  be  found  here. 

But  the  great  object  of  interest  here,  the  absorbing  oc- 
cupation of  life  is — eating  grapes.  The  first  thing  one 
does  on  arriving  at  Meran  is  to  buy  a  basket ;  and  the 
visitor  is  to  be  seen  at  seven  next  morning,  gay  and  exult- 
ant, buying  grapes  to  fill  his  purchase  of  the  evening 
before,  wondering  much  at  their  cheapness,  yet  discover- 
ing, after  a  few  days'  experience,  that  he   paid  rather 
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higlily  in  giving  at  odco  the  price  demanded.  For  grapes 
of  the  richest  bloom  and  most  delicious  flavor  are  to  be 
seen  all  around  ;  they  hang  in  purple  bunches  over  all  the 
hillB,  in  every  garden,  roiiLul  every  cottage  porch  ;  carts 
and  baskets  full  of  them  are  brought  into  the  town  every 
morning,  and  they  lie  heaped  on  stalls  in  glorious  profuBiou 
at  the  corners  of  the  streets.  Everybody  who  comeii 
'*  takes  the  grape-cure/'  to  the  extent  of  eating  more 
grapes  than  ho  ever  did  before  in  his  life,  unless  he  prefers 
figs,  which  are  almost  as  plentiful  and  excellent.  But  I 
propose  now  to  speak  of  those  invalids  sntfering  from 
bronchial  affections,  or  incipient  consumption,  or  other 
complaints,  for  whom  this  most  agreeable  of  all  medicines 
has  been  prescribed. 

No  quantity  of  grapes  under  three  pounds  a  day  can  be 
considered  as  a  true  and  energetic  grape-cure — less  than 
this  is  mere  pleasant  dallying.  The  patient  begins  with 
one  or  two  pounds  a  day,  dividing  the  quantity  into  three 
portions — one  taken  an  hour  before  breakfast,  the  next 
between  that  and  dinner  (which  takes  place  at  12:30  or  1 
at  latest),  and  the  last  portion  in  the  afternoon  or  evening, 
an  hour  before  the  last  meal  of  the  day.  The  grapes  must 
be  eaten  in  the  open  air,  an  injunction  obeyed  to  the  letter 
at  Meran,  as  everybody  walks  about  eating  grapes  all  day 
long,  unless  you  prefer  taking  one  of  your  three  portions 
sitting  in  your  veranda,  gazing  lazily  out  over  tlie  lovely 
country.  After  a  couple  of  days,  the  quantity  is  to  be  in* 
creased  by  half  a  pound,  until  it  reaches  three  or  four 
pounds.  This  is  often  sufficient,  dependent,  of  course, 
upon  the  uature  of  the  disease,  the  progress  it  has  made, 
etc.  Many  people  eat  six  pounds  daily,  although  as  many 
as  eight  is  said  not  to  be  unusual.  Patients  are  not  to  be 
discouraged  if  they  feel  less  well  after  three  or  four  dnvs 
of  grape-eating.  This  is  not  seldom  the  case ;  but  this 
crisis  being  past,  they  speedily  feul  the  benefit  of  the  treat- 
ment* One  great  advantage  of  the  grape-cure  is,  that  no 
apecial  diet  is  enforced.  Pood  in  any  way  trying  to  the 
digestion  is,  of  course,  forbidden,  and  other  fruit  is  in 
general  not  recommended  ;  but  after  eating  from  four  to 
six  pounds  of  grapes  daily,  one  does  not  feel  any  particular 
inclination  for  farther  indulgence  in  Pomona's  bounties. 
Grapes,  containing  a  large  quantity  of  nourishment,  have 
I  very  satisfying  effect  on  the  ajipetite  generally,  and  less 
_i>f  other  food  is  required  ;  and  m  cases  where  the  cure  is 
'taking  good  effect,  tho  patient  gains  in  weighty  and,  after  a 
while,  in  strength  also.     As  there  arc  some  dis^eases  of  the 
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respirator}^  orgaos  for  which  the  grape'cure  is  rather  in- 
jurious than  otherwise,  it  is  necessary  to  consult  a  physi- 
cian before  undertaking  it.  The  cure  occupies  from  four 
to  Bix  weeks,  and  during  September  and  October  the 
grapes  are  in  their  best.  Early  ones  are  to  be  obtained  in 
August,  and  late  ones  in  November,  but  they  are  neither 
BO  good  nor  bo  efficacious.  The  country,  too,  is  in  its 
greatest  beauty  in  the  height  of  the  grape  season*  Not 
but  what  April  is  a  charming  month  at  Meran^  when  the 
abundant  almond  and  apricot-trees  are  a  mass  of  blossom, 
and  whea  the  traveler,  returning  home  after  a  winter 
spent  in  Italy,  is  tempted  to  linger  awhile  in  the  pretty 
little  town  before  proceeding  northward. — Medical  Union, 

Here  is  blias  for  invalids;  a  new  enterprise  for  Cali- 
fornia ;  a  new  delight  for  the  fashionable  world.  Sur- 
rounded with  the  most  agreeable  hygienic  resources,  there 
is  the  promise  in  introducing  the  grape  cure  in  California, 
of  the  most  happy  union  of  a  pleasant  medication  with  the 
pleasures  of  our  rural  resorts. 

The  addition  of  the  grape  cure  to  tho  use  of  our  chaly* 
beate  springs  and  thermal  waters  wull  add  another  attraction 
for  the  thousands  of  wanderers  to  California  in  search  of 
health*  In  vile  vita.  Just  imagine  yourself  at  a  grape 
cure  resort,  gratifying  your  eyes  with  tho  beautiful  land- 
scape, and  breathing  the  fresh  air  of  the  country.  You  rise 
early  in  the  morning  to  enjoy  your  promenade.  You  meet 
young  ladies  in  groups  with  their  grape  baskets  on  their 
arm. 

"Ah,  Mr.  Doe/*  says  one,  '*  how  pale  and  thought- 
wearied  is  your  countenance ;  it  really  mokes  you  look 
interesting;  won't  you  take  a  grape?"  "Ah,  Miss  Roe» 
your  cure  is  giving  your  cheek  a  charming  freshness.  I 
should  say  for  you,  *a  little  more  grape,  Capt  Bragg,' " 

Away,  then,  with  all  the  bitterness  of  physic.  With  our 
now  barren  hill  sides  covered  with  vineyards  producing 
grape  of  the  most  delicious  flavor,  and  rich  in  those  saccha* 
rine  materials  which  digestion  converts  into  pure  blood 
and  muscle,  Califomia  will  become  the  favored  region  of 
the  gods  for  health  and  happiness-  Nor  will  it  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to  pro6t  by  this  grape  cure  to  go  so  far  from 
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the  city.  Beautiful  sites  are  to  bo  found  along  the  hill- 
sides of  Contra  Costa.  San  Mateo  abounds  with  lovely 
locations,  to  all  which,  if  the  vine  persistently  refuses  to 
grow,  the  grapes  may  be  oaRily  conveyed. 

Or  you  may  sit  down  by  the  sea  side  near  "the  Cliff/* 
and  have  your  tokays,  and  muscadines,  and  Isabellas 
brought  you  frei?h  from  Charley  Peters^  market.  We  will 
descant  when  we  have  more  space  upon  the  curative  pro- 
perties of  the  nnfermentcd  juice.  We  have  for  the  present 
approached  as  near  as  we  dare  to  the  confines  of  the  **local 
option"  law.  But,  to  be  a  little  more  serious,  we  may 
prognosticate  the  future  of  California  in  the  grape  culture 
from  recent  reports  of  the  enormous  revenues  derived  from 
the  grape  vine  in  France.  With  us  no  phylloxera  prevails; 
we  have  not  yet  arrived  at  that  epoch,  but  the  commercial 
reports  prove  how  rapid  is  the  increase  of  the  production 
of  the  grape. 

The  following  is  from  the  Alta  of  October  12th  : 

We  clip  from  the  monthly  report  of  the  (U.  S.)  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  for  August  and  September,  1874; 

*'  The  Prefect  of  the  Department  of  the  Rhone  has  pub- 
lished a  decree  directing  the  Mayor  of  each  Commune 
within  his  jurisdiction,  upon  the  inciication  of  the  presence 
of  the  phylloxera,  to  proceed  at  once  to  determine  the 
limits  ot  each  local  district  infected  by  the  insect.  Every 
vine  aflected,  and  all  the  roots  within  five  meters  (sixteen 
feet),  are  to  be  dug  up  and  burned.  This  decisive  measure 
has  not  escaped  sharp  criticism.  To  save  the  vine  lands 
of  the  Rhone  from  destruction  by  this  pest,  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  secure  winter  irrigation  by  a  grand  canul  con- 
nected with  that  river.  M.  Dumot,  Ingenieur  en  chef  dea 
ponts  ct  des  chausses^  has  developed,  before  a  governmental 
commission,  a  scheme  for  the  canstrnction  of  such  a  canal, 
within  four  years,  at  a  cost  of  102,000,000  francc*.  This,  it 
is  supposed,  will  rescuo  from  destruction  over  60,000  acres 
of  vine  lands,  yielding  products  worth  200,000,000  francs 
per  annum,  and  taxes  amounting  to  20,000,000  fraiics/^ 

We  have  no  means  of  verifying  the  tigures,  wliich  appear 
to  us  incredible.  According  to  them  tlio  vineyards  near 
Lyons  (in  the  Rhone  Department),  in  a  district  not  noted 
for  the  excellence  of  its  wine,  yield  $666  gross  annually, 
pay  166  annual  taxes  per  acre,  and  would  have  to  pay  $33S 
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per  acre  for  the  proposed  irrigation  works.  Thousands  of 
farmers  in  California  are  making  a  great  outcry  about 
monopoly  because  they  are  solicited  to  pay  $20  in  advance, 
or  $2  dollars  annually  per  acre  for  irrigation.  A  long  article 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  about  the  proposed 
irrigation  works  near  Lyons  might  be  valuable  to  certain 
people  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley.  They  refuse  to  make  $10 
for  fear  that  somebody  else  will  make  $1.  They  imagine 
that  by  holding  back  they  can  make  the  $11  entirely  for 
themselves  ;  but  a  little  more  information  and  study  would 
enable  them  to  see  their  error. 

Observe  also  the  following  in  regard  to  the  raisin  pro- 
duce in  California : 

Sun-dried  raisins  have  been  made  in  various  portions  of 
the  State,  and  by  a  great  number  of  persons,  that  were 
equal  to  the  best  imported  ;  but  the  dealers  and  consumers 
of  this  fruit  have  done  a  great  deal  to  discourage  the  busi- 
ness by  refusing  to  pay  the  same  price  for  the  home-made 
article  that  the  imported,  of  even  an  inferior  quality,  com- 
manded. This  is  really  a  discouraging  fact ;  but  the  homo- 
made  raisin  is  not  the  only  article  of  home  make  that  has  met 
the  same  discouragement.  It  is  a  shame  that  our  own  people 
will  continue  to  give  a  premium  on  foreign  manufactured 
goods,  but  nevertheless  it  is  true  that  they  do  it,  and  do  it, 
too,  with  their  eyes  fully  open  to  the  effect  this  course  pro- 
duces upon  new  industries  that  require  encouragement  at 
their  hands  in  the  place  of  discouragement. 

We  can  only  say  in  conclusion  that  the  grape  cure  is 
now  inaugurated  by  the  Lancet,  for  a  few  days  since  we 
sat  down  with  two  of  our  patients  before  a  magnificent  vase 
of  assorted  grapes,  of  which  the  patients  partook  largely, 
and  the  doctor  took  a  share  of  the  prescription,  and  thus 
pompously  was  introduced  the  first  case  of  treatment  by 
the  grape  cure.     In  vite  vita. 


HE  HAS  HAULED  HIS  LAST  LOAD. 


Who  has  not  heard  of  *'3will  Barney,"  or  more  familiarly 
remembered,  **Dirty  Barney  ?"  Who  does  not  remember 
the  good  old  soul,  who  was  wont  to  drive  his  bony  old  nag 
and  rickety  swill  wagon  through  tlie  streets,  disseminating 
sweet  scents  upon  the  breeze  as  he  passed?    Alas!  poor 
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Barney  is  a-cold;  his  bright  countenance  will  smile  upon  us 
no  more.  Yesterday  afternoon  his  dead  body  was  ^und 
under  his  wagon,  at  the  corner  of  Railroad  and  Tenth 
avenues.  The  head  was  badly  bruised,  thus  giving  evidence 
that  he  had  fallen  from  his  seat  and  so  ended  his  useful 
career.  Oh  I  how  the  pigs  will  squeal  in  vain  for  his 
coming. — Alta. 

Alas  for  poor  Barney!  Despite  his  virtues,  he  died  in 
bad  odor :  suflfocated  by  his  own  malaria,  he  fell  from  his 
ambrosial  seat.  Truly  a  Sanitary  Commission  from 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  should  have  followed  him  as 
chief  mourners  to  his  grave,  as  representatives  of  his  last 
heirs.  They  may  well  weep  at  his  loss,  for  they  benefi- 
cently encouraged  his  enterprise  and  maintained  him  in 
his  laudable  eflForts  to  regale  the  olfactories  of  mankind 
with  his  aromatic  perfumes. 

If  with  Barney's  demise  could  also  perish  the  wretched 
administration  of  his  system  of  garbage  gathering,  the  city 
fathers  might  find  a  consolation  for  the  drainage  of  their 
tears.  But  we  fear  that  the  disciples  of  Barney  will  con- 
tinue to  receive  the  same  kindly  and  encouraging  support 
from  the  patrons  of  red  tape.  The  committee  referees  will 
report  ;  a  week  for  mature  reflection  will  be  necessary  ; 
and  an  indefinite  postponement  for  further  consideration 
be  ordered.  The  zeal  of  the  Board  of  Health,  which  meets 
once  a  month  to  make  a  very  poor  exhibit  of  proceedings, 
is  of  no  avail,  for  their  power  is  only  advisory,  and  there- 
fore regarded  as  rather  intrusive. 

Barney  could  be  seen,  and  the  Barneyites  can  still  bo 
scented,  all  over  the  city;  they  seem  still  to  delight  in  the 
horrible  and  pestilential  odor  they  diffuse.  Each  one  feels 
as  safe  as  a  skunk,  for  nobody  dares  to  approach  him.  The 
system  is  a  horror  and  a  disgrace,  and  yet  neither  the 
Board  of  Health  nor  of  Supervisors  appear  to  have  the 
energy  to  suppress  it. 


Civility  costs  nothing — nay,  is  something  to  your  credit. 
-r-Punch. 
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BARNEYS   LAST   DUMP. 


O  nares!  O  mores! 


To  obtain  an  olfactory  perception  of  the  tnith  of  these 
things  we  very  recently  made  a  "  tour  of  reconnaiawuice, '' 
an  military  men  express  if.  We  first  persuaded  our  official 
nostrils  to  believe  that  every  impression  made  upon  them 
by  the  undulations  of  etherial  odors,  a  la  Tyndall,  were 
only  modifications  of  Lnbin's  double^listilled  extracts  of 
violets.  We  proceeded  on  our  mission,  encouraged  by  the 
fact  that  as  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  we  had 
a  duty  and  a  privilege  on  our  conscience.  We  felt  that 
honestly  we  had  a  right  to  our  say  in  the  matter,  and  our 
"reconnaissance"  will  be  rewarded  by  the  gratitude  of 
posterity.  For  the  present  we  may  patiently  abide  the 
result. 

On  an  exploration  of  this  importance,  a  witness  and 
friend  being  required,  one  was  selected,  the  altitude  of 
whose  head  in  the  atmosphere  would  secure  the  safety  of 
bis  life  and  render  him  unconscious  of  what  was  passing 
under  his  nose,  and  also  in  the  case  we  should  succumb,  to 
report  our  emotional  sensations  to  the  press,  and  duly 
return  our  corpus  to  the  Coroner.  Thus  re-inforced,  we 
stepped  from  the  car  at  the  foot  of  Mason  street  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  western  extremity  of  the  infected  district. 
The  atmosphere  was  already  loaded  with  the  exhalations 
we  were  in  search  of.  At  this  point  a  long  stretch  of  the 
so-called  bulkhead  extends  eastward  to  Clark's  Point.  On 
the  inside  of  this  line,  for  more  than  half  its  length,  is  a 
lagoon  filled  with  black,  putrescent  water,  intersected  here 
and  there  with  patches  of  land  filled  in  with  all  the  old 
refuse  stuff  of  the  city.  Through  this  bulkhead  pass  two 
or  three  wooden  sewers  or  culverts,  through  which  the 
tide  can  ebb  and  flow.  But  the  horrific  stygian  lake  within 
being  deeper  than  the  culvert  openings,  is  by  no  means 
cleansed  and  washed  by  the  flowing  and  ebbing  waters  of 
the  bay.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  in  these  lakes,  on  their 
southern  side,  that  the  city  sewers  pour  in  their  reeking 
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sewage.  These  black  and  putrid  lagoons  become  an  area 
for  the  ventilation  and  diflfasion  through  the  air  of  all  the 
sewer  gases.  Here  the  more  solid  matters  deposit,  the 
volatile  parts  impregnate  the  atmosphere  of  this  whole 
region,  and  only  the  more  fluid  portion  escapes  by  the  cul- 
verts into  the  bay. 

Around  its  filthy  shore  lay  scattered  and  decomposing 
bodies  of  dead  animals,  freely  contributing  their  quota  of 
the  Lubinian  perfume.  If  the  ends  of  the  sewers  could 
only  have  been  passed  through  the  lake  and  attached  to 
the  bulkhead  culverts,  a,  very  inexpensive  operation,  some 
hope  of  redemption  by  the  ultimate  filling  in  by  Barney's 
contributions  might  be  entertained. 

On  a  portion  of  the  land  in  the  midst  of  the  lake  are 
deposited  the  cement  cylinders  of  the  company  for  the 
manufacture  of  drainage  and  sewerage  pipes,  a  most  sug- 
gestive and  appropriate  depot.  But  all  this  appears  insig- 
nificant when  we  reach  the  purlieus  of  Meiggs'  Wharf,  the 
avenue  by  which  our  suburban  relatives  of  Saucelito  arrive 
from  and  depart  to  their  salubrious  mansions*  Here  is  the 
centre  of  Barney's  realm*  Here  you  may  see  collected  in 
decomposing  heaps  all  his  capital  in  trade*  This  wooden 
avenue,  the  sweet  and  lovely  Alameda  of  North  Beach 
society,  is  penetrated  along  its  sidewalks  with  a  number  of 
oblong  orifices.  These  are  Barney's  dump  holes,  and  all 
day  long  may  be  seen  his  chariots,  laden  with  the  spoils  of 
the  metropolis,  backing  and  dumping  his  trophies  into  the 
bay. 

It  was  high  tide  when  we  witnessed  the  scene  ;  the 
heavier  portions  of  the  loads  would  sink,  but  for  acres 
around  the  lighter  parts  formed  a  "  floating  island  "  on  the 
still  water  at  turn  of  tide. 

On  the  piles  of  garbage  nearer  the  shore  numbers  of 
swine  enjoyed  their  gambols  and  fattened  on  the  mess, 
while  disportive  boys  disturbed  their  feast  and  scrambled 
with  them  on  the  slopes  of  these  kitchen  mounds. 

In  vain  we  suggested  to  the  little  fellows  to  change  their 
play-ground,   as  they  might  take  home  with  them  the 
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scarlet  fever,  and  in  a  few  days  find  their  resting-place  in 
Lone  Mountain  ;  they  heeded  us  not,  but  sported  on. 

It  is  through  this  odorous  avenue  that  the  denizens  of 
Saucelito  must  pass  to  their  airy  and  salubrious  homes,  and 
when  among  the  picturesque  hills  of  Marin  they  have  ven- 
tilated their  lungs  and  revivified  their  blood  with  pure 
oxygen,  on  returning  to  the  city  at  their  first  step  inspire 
the  poisonous  inundation  into  their  freshly  cleaned  pul- 
monary organs,  of  this  death-dealing  atmosphere.  Such 
is  a  vie^  of  Barney's  last  dump,  and  we  congratulate  our- 
selves that,  having  e3caped  these  mortal  dangers,  we  can 
inform  the  world  that  our  duty  is  performed,  and  exhibit 
the  future  prospect  of  pestilential  fever  in  San  Francisco. 
A  future  epidemic  might  cost  the  people  some  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  while  an  immediate  reform  would  be  far 
cheaper  and  enhance  the  value  of  property,  and  preserve 
the  lives  of  thousands  of  citizens  who  live  on  careless  and 
unconscious  of  their  peril. — Editor. 

[I  accompanied  the  writer  in  this  tour,  and  can  testify 
that  his  statement,  so  far  from  being  exaggerated,  does  not 
tell  one  half  the  reality.  w.] 


Death  of  Dr.  Anstie. 


The  death  of  Dr.  Anstie  will  be  universally  regretted  as 
a  great  loss  to  the  profession.  Another  martyr  from  dis- 
section wounds.  It  is  only  recently  that  Dr.  Bowie,  of  this 
city,  made  a  narrow  escape  from  the  same  fate  in  the  post 
mortem  examination  of  D.  Bourne's  body  : 

In  our  last  issue  the  death  of  Dr.  F.  E.  Anstie,  of  London, 
was  announced,  but  the  cause  of  his  deatlj  was  mis-stated, 
owing  to  the  incorrectness  of  the  first  statements  of  the 
London  medical  press.  It  appears  that  the  doctor  died  of 
blood  poisoning,  due  to  a  dissecting  wound.  Dr.  Anstie 
pricked  his  finger  with  a  needle  whilst  making  an  examina- 
tion on  Sunday,  September  16th,  at  Wandsworth,  of  the 
body  of  a  child  who  had  fallen  a  victim  to  the  malignant 
epidemic  in  the  investigation  of  the  causes  of  which  he  had 
spent  the  morning,  greatly  exposed  to  sewer-gases.      The 
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wound  was  at  once  washed  and  sucked,  but  on  Wednesday 
the  doctor  commenced  to  feel  ill,  and  complained  of  pain  in 
the  right  arm-pit.  Chilly  feelings  later  in  the  day  became 
very  prominent,  and  the  pain  and  soreness  of  the  arm 
increased  very  greatly.  Thursday  the  patient  was  confined 
to  his  bed,  and  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  found  him  with  a  dry 
tongue,  a  dry,  hot  skin,  and  complaining  of  distressing 
headache  and  of  much  pain  over  the  right  pectoral  region. 
During  the  day  the  symptoms  increased  in  intensity.  After 
a  restless  night  the  patient  was  still  worse  on  Friday,  and 
the  assistance  of  Dr.  George  Johnson  was  obtained,  who 
has  since  furnished  the  London  Lancet  with  the  following 
statement : 

**  I  first  saw  Dr.  Anstie  with  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  at  3 
P.  M.,  on  Friday  the  11th  instant.  He  was  then  delirious, 
and  quite  unable  to  give  a  history  of  his  illness.  The 
tongue  was  dry  ;  the  temperature  105^;  there  was  an  ery- 
sipelatous blush  about  the  size  of  the  palm  of-  the  hand 
over  the  right  pectoral  muscle;  there  was  excessive  ten- 
derness on  pressure  in  the  right  axilla,  and  over  the  front 
of  the  chest  on  the  right  side;  the  slightest  movement  of 
the  arm  elicited  a  cry  of  pain;  there  was  no  appearance  of 
inflammation  about  the  wound  on  the  hand  or  up  the  arm. 
At  half-past  nine  in  the  evening  I  again  saw  the  patient,  in 
consultation  with  Dr.  Burden  Sanderson  and  Mr.  Carter. 
His  condition  remained  unchanged.  At  half-past  nine  on 
Saturday  morning  I  again  met  Mr.  Carter.  We  found  the 
breathing  was  very  rapid;  there  was  a  distinct  friction- 
sound  over  the  middle  and  lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung, 
and  dulness  on  percussion  over  the  same  space;  the  erysip- 
elatous redness  and  the  tenderness  on  pressure  remained 
the  same.  The  urine  was  highly  albuminous,  and  contained 
numerous  epithelial  casts.  About  the  middle  of  the  day 
symptoms  of  a  blood-clot  on  the  right  side  of  the  heart 
came  on;  the  features  were  livid;  the  breathing  rapid  and 
shallow;  consciousness  was  rapidly  lost,  and  death  occurred 
at  half-past  2  p.  M." 

No  post-mortem  was  made. 

Dr.  Anstie  was  born  in  December,  1833,  and  was,  conse- 
quently, not  quite  forty-one  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
(ieath.  He  was  just  reaching  that  pecuniary  success  which 
follows  in  most  cases  what  may  be  termed  professional  suc- 
cess. It  is  stated  that  some  years  since  a  very  determined 
effort  was  made  to  induce  his  acceptance  of  a  professorship 
in  New  York  City. — Philadelphia  Medical  Times^  October 
10th,  1874. 
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The  Philosophy  of  Spiritualism  and  the  Pathology 
AND    Treatment  of  Mediomania  :    Two    LECTUiiEa. 
By  Frederick  R.  Marvin,  M,  D.,  Profeasor  of  Psycho- 
logical Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  io  the 
NevT  York  Free  Medical  College  for  Women,     Read 
before  the  New  York  Liberal  Club,  Marcli  20th  and 
27th,  1874,     New  York  :    Asa  K.  Butts  &  Co-     Sau 
Francisco  :  A.  L,  Bancroft  <fe  Co. 
This  is  a  book  for  the  age  we  live  in>  for  the  profession 
of  medicine  and  for  the  people*     The  author  states  that 
in  the  United  States  there  are  4,000,000  individuals  aod 
Judge  Edmonds  calculates  the  number  at  10,0Q0,000^who  are 
actual  Spiritualists,  or  have  a  strong  tendency  to  adopt 
this  so-called  Spiritualism.     Here,  then,  is  an  audience  to 
speak  to,  and  we  hope  from  the  gravity  and  seriousness  of 
this  question  on  the  grounds  of  its  infectious  character, 
that  the  publishers  may  obtain  a  wide  circulation  for  this* 
work;  and  especially,  that  the  New  York  Liberal  Club 
aud  all  societies  for  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  may 
place  a  copy  in   the  hands  of  every  mediomaniac,  sending 
also  a  few  to  the  members  of  the  press  in  the  spirit-land* 
As  prevention  is  better  than  cure,  all  minds  that  are  now 
sane  should  imbue  themselves  with  the  ideas  of  this  work 
to  guard  them  from  the  taint  of  a  spreadiag  infection,  be- 
cause at  present  at  least  the  victims  run  free  at  large, 
there  is  no  asylum  for  their  detention,  there  is  no  pest 
house  in  which  to  quarantine  those  affected  with  the  con- 
tagious epidemic.     Their  pest  house  is  t!ie  resort  in  which 
their  mediums  preside. 

Oor  author  gives  the  term  mediomania  to  what  is  termed 
spiritualism  in  the  present  acceptation  of  the  word,  which, 
however^  is  a  perversion  of  its  true  meanings  Genuino 
spiritualism  is  that  belief  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
which  consists  in  a  transition  from  its  existence  in  our  ma- 
terial body  in  this  world  of  time,  to  an  independent  exist* 
ence  in  the  next  w^orld,  or  the  world  of  eternity.  In  tliia 
immaterial  state  it  can  never  again  return  to  its  mundane 
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possessor  and  commune  with  it  or  its  relatives  until  those 
relatives'  souls  have  themselves  passed  from  time  to  eter* 
nity.  In  this  view  the  spirit  or  soul  is  immaterial,  immor- 
tal, intangible,  unmeasurable,  and  to  a  living  man  on  earth 
forever  inaccessible.  The  perverted  spiritualism  of  which' 
the  author  speaks,  possesses  a  double  spirit,  one  existing 
in  the  world  of  eternity  possessed  of  suflScient  form  and 
attributes,  still  to  comprehend  and  concern  itself  with 
affairs  in  the  world  of  time.  Having  suflScient  leisure  at 
all  times  to  leave  its  avocations  in  the  immensity  of  space 
and  appear  at  call,  when  summoned  back  to  earth. 

The  second  form  of  spirit  is  constantly  hovering  in  our 
nearer  atmosphere,  hovering  around  and  engrossed  in  all 
the  occupations,  thoughts  and  emotions  of  human  life,  pos- 
sessing form,  vesture,  and  the  characteristics  of  its  former 
existence  on  earth,  all  which  are  plainly  visible  to  certain 
peculiarly  endowed  mediums  with  whom  they  condescend 
to  converse  and  permit  all  sorts  of  familiarities.  This  may 
serve  not  as  a  definition,  but  as  a  hasty  description  of  the 
spiritualism  alluded  to  in  Professor  Marvin's  book. 

Mediomania,  then,  is  a  form  of  insanity,  it  is  an  aberration 
of  mind  from  its  normal  state  to  a  belief  in  the  existence  of 
the  souls  of  the  departed  in  the  form  of  spirits  which  still 
commune  with  the  living  and  exert  an  influence  over  their 
affairs,  whether  of  a  physical,  sensational  or  emotional  na- 
ture, and  a  further  belief  that  mediums  may,  in  a  transient 
swoon,  abstract  their  minds  and  hold  communion  with  the 
spirit. 

We  may  now  interpose  an  objection  to  the  use  of  the 
word  insanity  in  this  connection,  and  that  mediomania  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  disease  in  a  forensic  view.  Although 
this  spiritualism  approaches  so  near  to  a  mania  that  it  is 
not  so  easy  to  distinguish  it  from  insanity,  or  its  expres- 
sions as  the  product  of  a  diseased  brain.  Spiritualists 
know  too  well  what  they  are  about,  and  mediums  are  too 
cognizant  of  their  operations  to  be  ranked  among  the 
insane.  In  law  we  believe  they  are  amenable  to  the  stat- 
utes for  the  suppression  and  punishment  of  misdemeanors 
and  crimes. 
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It  IS  by  no  means  prol3f\ble  that  medinms  would  be  held 
irresponsible  before  the  law  for  slanders  and  libels  uttered 
in  their  intermediating  swoon,  although  the  instances  aro 
innumerable  of  informations  imparted  in  regard  to  future 
events  to  occur  to  those  interested  in  business  affairs,  min- 
ing prospects,  rise  and  fall  of  stocks,  matrimonial  alliancesi 
and  all  the  protean  forms  of  love's  dilemmas,  which  we 
must  consider  the  product  of  thousands  of  intrigues  and 
macljinations  more  or  less  damaging  to  human  hopes  and 
characters.  It  is  probable  that  no  case  of  slander  or 
defamation  of  character  has  been  broughtbelore  a  tribunal, 
for  adjudication.  Yet  why  should  it  not?  for  wo  insist 
that  the  plea  of  insanity  would  not  exculpate  the  slanderer 
or  release  from  damages  the  sorceress. 

Were  it  not  unfair  to  the  author,  we  would  quote  in  full 
his  whole  racy  and  eloquent  first  lecture. 

A  few  extracts  must  suffice  to  introduce  his  refutatiDn 
of  spiriinalism  to  the  careful  study  not  only  of  thinking 
minds,  but  of  tliat  still  more  numerous  class  who  are  so 
easily  seduced  to  think  what  others  think  for  them.  Hence 
we  give  some  characteristic  quotations  : 

Materialism  is  both  unscientific  and  groundless.  It  has 
no  root  and  can  have  none.  Like  Idealism,  it  is  a  dream 
in  which  imagination  usurps  the  place  of  reason.  I  reject 
all  forms  of  Materialism  and  among  them  Spiritualism, 
Spiritualism  is  the  heart  of  Materialism — it  is  materialism 
of  Materialism — the  worst  kind  of  Materialism.  Its  ghosts 
are  material  and  appeal  to  the  five  senses — they  have 
ehnpe,  color  and  denyity;  they  walk  and  talk  like  men  and 
women.  Never  did  any  form  of  Materialism  attack  the 
soul  so  eflectually  as  Spiritualism.  Other  forms  of  Mater- 
ialism have  left  the  soul  out  and  ignored  its  existence,  but 
Spiritufilism  is  an  organized  effort  to  drag  it  into  view  and 
exhibit  its  earthiness.  Holvetius  and  Holbach  denied  its 
existence,  but  Robert  Dale  Owen  and  Judge  Edmonds 
would  exhibit  it  very  much  as  I  would  exhibit  a  piece  of 
timber  or  stone.  ''Here  is  our  ghost,''  they  cry  ;  "  come 
and  look  at  it." 

Before  proceeding  to  the  argument  of  tliis  lecture,  I 
ahall  endeavor  to  sliow  that  the  soul  cannot  be  material 
substance — ^cannot  bo  substance  at  all.  It  is  pretended  that 
spirit  is  an  infinitely  attenuated  matter  —  matter  iai  a 
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perfectly  rariGed  cocdit  iod.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  claimed, 
and  justly,  that  no  violence  is  done  to  reason  in  ascribing 
to  spirit"  the  properties  of  matter.  But  the  position  is 
untenable.  The  air  we  breathe  and  in  which  we  live  pre- 
sents to  the  eye  neither  shape  nor  color,  but  it — formless, 
colorless  and  impalpable — is  not  spirit*  Men  do  not  see 
the  air,  define  its  outline  or  toi;ch  its  substance.  The  eye 
detects  no  difference  between  atmosphere  and  vacua.  I 
can  resolve  the  air  into  its  elements  and  they  are  not 
spirit. 

But  there  is  a  substance  more  attenuated  than  air;  so 
thin  that  the  five  senses  take  no  cognizance  of  it ;  so  light 
that  common  air  sinks  in  it  like  lead.  We  do  not  see,  hear, 
taste,  feel  or  smell  it,  and  yet  it  fills  all  space  and  makes  a 
vacuum  a  philosophical  impossibility.  We  should  have 
remained  ignorant  of  this  substance  but  for  the  discoveries 
of  science.  Guessed  at  by  the  ancients^  its  existence  has 
been  demonstrated  by  astronomers  and  philosophers. 
When  Huyghens  established  tlie  undnlatory  theory  of  light, 
he  placed  the  last  grain  of  proof  in  the  balance  and  turned 
the  scales.  This  substance  is  named  ether;  it  fills  all  space 
and  on  its  great  waves  onr  solar  system  rocks  like  a  little 
boat.  There  is  no  spot  in  the  universe  unfilled  with 
matter.  Here  analysis  ends.  We  cannot  go  behind  ether 
and  separate  it  into  elements.  We  seem  to  have  arrived 
at  the  ultimate  element  of  the  universe  and  can  go  no  far- 
ther. We  have  gone  beyond  air  and  questioned  ether,  but 
have  learned  nothing  about  spiritual  substance.  Mind 
and  air  are  not  one,  else  the  houI  is  composed  of  nitrogenj 
oxygen  and  carbonic  acid.  But  ether  h  not  spirit^  and  if 
it  wer0  it  could  appear  to  no  one,  for  it  has  neither  shape 
nor  color  and  is  demonstrable  only  by  a  process  of  reason 
based  on  the  wonderful  sciences  of  astronomy  and  optics* 
Spirit  then,  if  it  be  a  form  of  matter,  must  be  infinitely 
more  attenuated  than  ether — it  must  be  so  thin  anil  subtile 
that  no  process  of  reason  will  demonstrate  it.  And  yet 
there  are  persons  who  say  that  spirits  appear  to  them  and 
converse  with  them.  When  I  shall  have  spoken  with  air 
and  conversed  with  ether,  then  I  will  commune  with  spirit. 
Matter  is  everywhere  and  everything.  If  spirit  be  a  sob- 
stance  other  than  matter,  it  is  nowhere  and  nothing  ;  if  it 
be  matter,  by  definition,  it  is  not  spirit. 

But  does  this  argument  do  away  with  the  soul  ?  Does 
it  abolish  the  spirit?  Are  there,  then,  no  factors  in  the 
problem  of  life?  Is  there  no  problem  at  all?  Far  from 
it;  the  argument  is  for  tlio  soul  and  is  prefatory  t<»  nnothin- 
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argiimorit  based  on  scientific  data.  It  is  only  a  short  path 
by  wbich  wo  arrive  at  tbose  grounds  on  whicli  such  men 
as  Darwin,  Tyndall  and  Maiidsley  rear  tbe  structure  of  the 
fioul.  Further  on  wo  sliall  inquire  what  the  scientific  soul 
is;  let  us  now  find  what  tbe  soul  of  the  Spiritualist  is  and 
what  theories  are  entertained  with  regard  to  its  post  mortem 
existence* 

The  author  dissects  to  its  Guest  filaments  the  sopbiatical 
tlieories  of  Andrew  Jackson  D.ivis  and  Judge  Edmonds, 
^vhom  he  refutes  with  more  facility,  because  he  considers 
him  a  more  lucid  and  vigorous  writer  : 

Now  what  evidence  does  Spiritualism  afTord  that  the  soul 
survives  the  1)ody?  We  are  told,  the  evidence  of  mani- 
festations* Every  manilestation  belongs  to  one  of  three 
classes  :  the  physical,  metaphysical  and  physico-metaphys- 
ical. 

Physical  muuifeslntions  are  sncb  as  are  perceived  by  the 
senses.  Table-tipping,  spirit-rapping  and  tbe  audience  of 
mysterious  sounds  are  familiar  examples  of  physicnl 
manifestations.  A  purely  physical  manifestation  proves 
nothing.  Tlie  fact  that  you  cannot  explain  the  mauifesta* 
tion  lias  nothing  to  do  with  tbe  subject.  You  cannot 
explain  tlie  growth  of  a  blade  of  grass.  This  growth  in 
more  wonderful  than  the  tipping  of  a  table,  and  yet  it  never 
suggests  the  existence  of  a  soul.  No  man  ever  built 
a  theory  of  immortality  on  a  bhide  of  grass  or  suspended 
such  a  theory  from  the  petal  of  a  rose,  Tbe  mystery  of 
generation  is  unexplained^ — the  deepest  intellects  have 
searched  in  vain  for  its  hidden  meaning,  but  what  would 
you  think  of  the  sanity  of  a  man  who  could  argue  thus  : 
The  cama  causanim  of  generation  has  nevar  been  discov- 
ered— the  whole  subject  is  wrapped  in  mystery — therefore 
the  soul  is  immortah  Are  the  revelations,  poems  and 
speeches  that  fall  from  the  lips  of  media  wonderful?  The 
revelations,  poems  and  speeches  that  f\dl  from  the  lips  of 
sane  men  ami  women  are  still  more  wonderful;  but  who 
treasures  tlie  ordinary  conversation  of  the  average  man  and 
on  it  bnihls  a  theory  of  another  world?  Mystery  proves 
nothing — it  is  the  element  that  interferes  with  proof. 

For  thousands  of  years  the  electric  flash  illuminated  the 
midnight  heavens  before  men  looked  on  lightning  with 
other  emotions  than  those  of  awe  and  terror.  They  could 
not  solve  the  mystery  of  tbe  lightning  and,  savagedike,  they 
referred  it  to  the  supernatural.  But  shall  we  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  fall  into  the  same  error?     Shall  we  resign 
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all  strange  and  startling  facts  to  the  realms  of  the 
supernatural  ?  In  tiie  name  of  ScicDce,  no  1  a  thousand 
times  no!  Let  iia  patiently  investigate  and  quietly  wait 
the  developement  of  science  ;  and  I  believe  we  will  not 
have  long  to  wait,  for  it  is  already  clear  that  much,  if  not 
most,  of  the  *'  iipiritual  phenomena/'  are  the  results  of 
deliberate  imposturCj  pitiable  credulity  or  grievous 
disease.'' 

The  speeches,  poems  and  discourses  of  mediums  in  their 
state  of  mental  abstraction,  are  simply  improvisations  of 
minds  gifted  with  tlmt  rather  rare  power*  All  impromptu 
discourses  are  similar  improvised  abstractions.  As  well 
might  a  Webster  or  a  Longfellow  be  called  mediums  as 
any  trance  stage  speaker.  Improvisation  is  effected 
by  a  sort  of  trance-like  state  of  all  the  faculties 
of  the  mind,  except  thought  and  imagination,  which  are 
themselves  rendered  intensely  acute  and  active  when  ab- 
stracted by  the  quiescent  state  of  the  other  faculties  and 
disturbing  impressions.  The  diiference  in  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  thoughts  is  the  feigned  mystery  and  seductive 
lialkcination  in  which  the  one  is  wrapped,  while  the  other, 
devoted  to  more  rational  and  nobler  purposes,  appeals  only 
to  the  fascination  of  man*3  reflective  reason.  We  cannot 
abstain  from  one  more  quotation  : 

Are  not  these  things  very  sad?  To  me,  Spiritualism 
seems  the  most  mournful  calamity  that  has  ever  happened 
to  the  human  race — it  is  a  revival  of  the  dark  ages  in  the 
noonday  of  the  ninoteenth  century. 

We  will  now  speak  of  the  scientific  souK  What  is  it  7 
Physicians  onco  believed  in  a  nervous  fluid  which  was  sup- 
posed to  circulate  in  the  nerves  as  blood  circulates  in  the 
artero-venous  channels.  Alexander  Munro  declared  in 
1783  that  tlie  nerves  are  tubes  or  ducts  conveying  a  fluid 
secreted  in  the  brain,  the  cerebellum  and  spinal  marrow. 
Willis^  who  lived  during  the  reign  of  Charles  11,  taught  the 
existence  of  a  nervous  fluid,  as  did  most  of  the  early 
neuro-physiologists,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  theory 
is  not  yet  wholly  dead,  for  Dr.  Richardson  has  recently 
published  a  papcr^  entitled  ''Tlieory  of  a  Nervous  Ether,'' 
in  which  he  seeks  to  revive  faith  in  a  nervous  iluid* 

Modern  physicians,  as  a  clas8»  reject  the  theory  of 
a  nervous  {hiid.     I  have  dissected,  pulverized,  dissolved 
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and  cliemically  analyzed  various  nervous  tisaues  and  centres 
without  finding  other  fluids  than  those  necessary  to  tho 
nutrition  and  anatomical  constitution  of  nerve  tissue.  That 
which  is  liberated  at  nervous  centres  and  is  the  secret  of 
nervous  impulse  is  not  a  fluid — it  is  a  force.  I  say  liberated 
at  nervous  centres,  not  generated,  for  1  do  not  believe  that 
force  is  generated  anywhere.  There  never  was  and  there 
never  will  be  more  force  in  the  universe  than  there  is 
to-day.  The  utiUzation  of  force  by  the  brain  is  thought — 
this  utilization  is  the  function  of  that  part  of  the  brain 
wliich  we  call  the  cerebrum.  Here  we  arrive  at  the  scien- 
tific soul — it  is  nervous  energy.  A  soul  finer  than  anj^' 
metaphysical  entity  —  thinner  than  a  ghost  —  purely 
immaterial.     Tho  soul  is  not  dust. 

'*  Dust  tliou  art,  to  dust  rctunieflt, 
Was  not  ■written  of  the  souL** 

What  soul  known  to  the  Spiritualist  has  so  fiue  a  texture 
as  this  soul  of  science  ? — a  soul  so  ethereal  that  none  hear 
its  mystic  footfidl  on  the  grosser  highway  of  the  air,  and 
yet  not  so  subtle  as  to  elude  the  patient  student  who  takes 
Nature  at  her  word.  This  is  a  soul  worth  possessing — that 
is  correllated  with  its  fellow  forces  and  so  unites  us  %vith 
the  glorious  processes  of  the  universe.  Away  from  our 
little  brains,  into  the  forever  of  space,  float  wave,^  of 
motion.  Ceasing  to  be  waves  of  nervous  motion,  they 
reach  the  air  and  become  waves  of  atmospheric  motion. 
The  thought  you  tliink  may  vibrate  the  other  side  of  tbo 
universe  in  the  trembling  of  a  flower  or  the  majestic  sweep 
of  a  planet.  We  arc  one  with  every  object  on  tho  earth 
and  with  the  dear  old  earth  itself;  and  as  our  planet  glides 
through  the  fathomless  abysses,  we  know  the  rhythm  of  her 
cosmic  motion  throbs  in  our  little  brains  and  pulsates  iu 
every  breath  we  breathe. 

**  Knowst*  thou  th'  importance  of  a  Boul  immortal  ? 

Behold  this  midnight  glory — worlds  on  worlds  ! 

AmMing  pomp ;  redouble  this  amaze  t 

Ten  thousand  add  ;  and  twice  ton  tho  a  sand  more ; 

Then  weigh  the  whole  ;  one  aoul  outweighs  them  all, 

And  calls  th'  astouishing  magnifioence 

Of  unintelligent  creation  poor." 

Every  one  recognizes  the  fact  that  tho  body  chai)|^es 
from  moment  to  moment.  You  have  not  the  same  bodies 
with  which  yon  were  born— your  bodies  are  not  the  iden- 
tical bodies  you  possessed  yesterday — nay^  they  are  trot 
exactly  tho  same  bodies  with  which  you  entered  this  room. 
Every  moment  a  cell  is  born — every  moment  a  cell  dies. 
What  has  been  said  of  the  body  is  true  of  the  soul.     The 
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80ul,  like  the  body^  is  neither  fixed  uor  changeless.  You 
have  not  the  same  soal  you  had  yesterday.  No,  nor  tho 
same  soul  with  which  you  entered  this  room.  Forces  are 
forever  arriving  in  your  brain  and  departing.  These  forces 
are  using  you  and  you  are  using  them — ^reaching  your  brain 
they  serve  iU  purpose  and  are  your  sou!.  Having  served 
its  purpose,  they  cease  to  exist  aa  thoughts,  change  their 
form  and  go  on  other  missions.  Science  has  demonstrated 
tho  existence  and  immortality^  of  the  soul  and  has  given  to 
the  demonstration  a  mathematical  certainty.  The  soul  is 
immortal  in  its  own  nature,  and  in  history^  and  in  the  race. 

Tbansactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  its  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Session. 
Held  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  May,  1874.  Volume  10^ 
Part  1,     Published  by  the  Society\ 

We  extract  the  following  from  tho  above  pamphlet : 

*  A  CASS  OF  TBANSFUSIOir* 
By  J.  M.  Jianlciij.  M.D,,  of  Ewton. 

Some  years  ago  I  saved  the  life  of  a  patient  by  trans- 
fusion. No  account  of  the  case  has  heen  published,  and, 
aa  the  simple  meani^t  I  used  were  sncce&sful,  a  knowledge  of 
them  might  bo  useful  to  other  physicians  under  similar 
circumstances.  I  will  give  a  history  of  the  case  in  as 
few  words  as  possible, 

I  was  called,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  to  see  Mrs.  F — ; 
found  her  flooding  fearfully  from  an  abortion,  at  about  six 
weeks.  She  was  very  much  prostrated  from  loss  of  blood, 
so  that  the  pulse  could  scarcely  be  felt  at  the  wrist.  I  im* 
mediately  checked  the  blood  by  a  tampon  of  soft  rags,  took 
all  the  pillows  from  under  the  head  ;  still  tho  prostration 
increased.  I  gave  stimulants  j  die  still  continued  to  sink  ; 
I  then  raised  the  foot  of  the  bed,  bo  as  to  keep  what  bluod 
she  had  in  the  brain,  as  much  as  possible.  I  continued 
increasing  the  elevation  until  she  had  to  be  held,  to  keep 
from  pressing  against  the  headboard  ;  still  the  pulse  became 
more  feeble,  so  that  it  could  scarcely  bo  felt  at  the  carotid 
artery. 

I  said  there  was  no  chance  of  saving  her  life,  except  by 
giving  her  more  blood  from  another  person.  The  husband 
at  once  offered  his  arm  ;  but  how  was  it  to  be  transferred? 
— ^being  far  in  the  country*  and  no  possibility  of  getting 
any  inwtruments,  nor  was  there  any  time  to  spare,  even  if 
there  had  baou  any  within  reach  to  send  for.     I  asked  if 
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there  was  a  syringe  in  the  house  ;  one  was  brought,  glas?, 
female,  with  a  curved  neck  and  a  bulb  on  the  end  of  it ;  I 
said  it  would  not  do  j  but  immediately  thought  glass  would 
meU,  so  I  ran  to  the  fire,  thrust  the  end  among  the  coals 
until  it  was  softened,  drew  it  out  into  a  slender  tube,  broke 
the  end  off  to  a  proper  size^  put  it  in  the  fire  to  smooth  the 
end,  then  back  to  the  patient,  tied  up  the  husband's  arm 
and  drew  several  ounces  of  blood — told  him  to  put  his 
finger  on  the  orifice — filled  the  syringe^  opened  a  vein  in 
the  arm  of  the  patient,  and  forced  as  much  blood  as  pos- 
sible into  the  vein,  probably  not  more  than  two  ounces 
passed  ;  but  I  did  not  find  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  opera- 
tion ;  the  husband's  blood  was  of  a  much  richer  quality,  so 
that  in  a  few  minutes  the  patient  began  to  rally,  the  pulse 
gradually  com i eg  up  ;  by  daylight  I  was  able,  by  lowering 
a  little  at  a  time,  to  get  the  bed  on  a  level,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours  to  place  a  small  pillow  under  the 
head. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  detJil  anything  further.  The  re- 
covery was  rapid  and  complete,  A  little  more  than  a  year 
after  I  delivered  the  lady  of  a  large  healthy  child. 

The  Missouri  Dental  Journal.    W.  H.  Eamos.  D.P.S.. 

Editor,  September,  1874.  St,  Louis. 
This  Jowruid  contains  an  interesting  article  on  the  teeth 
during  pregnancy.  It  is  too  lengthy  to  republish,  as  its 
value  would  recommend.  We  can  only  attract  attention 
to  it  by  giving  its  leading  subjects.  Wouhl  tliat  we  could 
give  an  impulse  and  encouragement  to  the  development 
of  our  Dental  College  in  California.  If  *'/or  evertf  child 
a  tootJif^^  and  for  every  tooth  a  dentist  is  requisite,  the 
importance  of  the  subject  may  be  easily  imagined. 

Teansactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society  op  Micuigak. 
For  the  Year  1874    Series  2,  Volume  6, 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  or  the  District  of 
Columbia.     October,  1874.     Volume  1,  No.  3. 


The  Banker  and  Depositor. 
Francisco,     October, 


Volume  1,  No.  5.     San 


The  New  York  Mercantile  Journal,  Merchants',  Manu- 
facturers', axd  Bankers*  Ledger.  October  10, 
1874, 


WESTEEN  LANCET: 

A  JOURNAL  OF 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  SCIENCE. 

FOB  NOVEMBEB,  1874. 


®rig:ittal  ©ammutticatiatts^ 

On  the  Value  of  Ulceration  of  the  Os  Uteri  as  a  Diag- 
nostic Sign  in  Uterine  Diseases. 


BY   A.    p.   HAYNE,   M.  D. 


After  the  many  valuable  contributions  which  modern 
pathology  has  added  to  the  clearer  understanding  of 
uterine  affections  generally,  as  well  as  to  ulceration  and 
induration  of  the  cervix  uteri  in  particular,  it  might  almost 
appear  a  work  of  supererogation  to  approach  a  subject 
already  apparently  exhausted,  with  the  hope  of  throwing 
any  new  light  upon  it. 

The  frequency,  however,  of  the  occurrence  which  forms 
the  subject  of  this  paper,  and  the  divided  opinion  which 
still  holds  the  medical  world  in  opposition,  as  to  its  true 
value,  as  connected  with  Leucorrhoea  and  other  more 
serious  uterine  disorders,  especially  in  the  relation  of  cause 
and  effect,  seem  to  justify  the  few  remarks  which  we  pro- 
pose to  offer.  Our  object  on  the  present  occasion  will  be 
briefly  to  review  the  ground  which  has  been  so  ably  gone 
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over  by  West,  Bennett  and  others,  as  to  whether  ulceration 
of  the  OS  uteri  is  entitled  to  the  importance  which  some 
modern  authorities  give  it;  or,  in  other  words,  whether  it 
is  properly  to  be  regarded  as  the  cause  or  consequence  of 
the  far  greater  number  of  those  diseases  to  which  the 
female  generative  organ  is  liable. 

As  is  usual  in  nearly  every  controverted  point  of  medical 
inquiry,  two  opposite  and  diametrically  antagonistic  theo- 
ries have  been  advanced  upon  this  subject,and  the  advocates 
of  each  respective  side  have  carried  their  convictions 
somewhat  to  the  verge  of  extreme.  Thus,  according  to  the 
one,  ulceration  preceded  or  followed  by  induration  of  the 
cervex  uteri  is  regarded  as  the  primitive  and  exciting  cause 
of  nearly  all  uterine  troubles,  while,  according  to  the 
other,  it  is  strictly  a  consequence  of  them,  or  at  best,  but 
an  "isolated  and  independent  abnormal  condition,"  and 
entitled  only  to  secondary  consideration,  as  far  as  remedial 
measures  are  concerned. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  step  by  step  the  able 
argument  against  the  former  of  these  theories,  as  sot  forth 
in  the  Oroonian  Lectures  of  Dr.  West,  but  simply  glance 
at  some  of  the  chief  points  upon  which  that  argument  is 
based. 

The  main  point  upon  which  the  advocates  of  the  impor- 
tance of  ulceration,  as  the  primitive  cause  of  uterine 
diseases  rely,  is  founded  upon  the  structural  as  well  as  the 
physiological  conditions  of  the  os  and  cervex  itself. 

Now,  on  both  of  these  assumed  facts,  we  think  the 
decided  weight  of  anatomical  as  well  as  physiological 
research  is  in  opposition  to  the  existence  of  any  such  claim. 
Not  only  is  the  os  and  uterine  neck  of  a  decidedly  inferior 
organization,  in  point  of  structure  and  development,  but  of 
vastly  less  importance  in  all  those  physiological  changes 
which  take  place  in  pregnancy  and  menstruation.  It  is  tho 
body  of  the  uterus  and  not  tho  cervix  **  which  chiefly 
grows  at  the  period  of  puberty,"  and  it  is  the  body  and  not 
the  nock  "which  is  concerned  in  tho  important  function  of 
each  menstrual  period."      It  is,   also,    as  Dr.  West  has 
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remarked,  the  epethelium  of  Us  cdvity  and  not  that  of  the 
neck,  which  is  so  abundantly  intermixed  with  this  secre- 
tion. "  ''After  delivery,  a  still  more  striking  difference,"  says 
the  same  authority,  '*  is  observable."  The  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  cervix  "resumes  a<  once  its  former  condition." 
while  that  of  the  body  is  detached  and  is  "  renewed  again 
and  again  before  the  organ  reverts  to  its  former  state." 
If  to  these  conditions  we  add  the  diminished  sensibility  and 
the  impunity  with  which  dilatation  and  other  manipulations, 
not  to  mention  the  application  of  caustics,  etc.,  are  borne 
in  mind,  we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  fallacy 
of  the  claim  set  forth. 

We  pass  next  to  the  consideration  of  its  frequency.  On 
this  point  there  seems  also  to  be  an  erroneous  opinion. 
In  one  of  the  tables  given  by  Dr.  West,  we  find  the  history 
of  sixty-two  cases  which  came  under  his  personal  observ- 
ation, in  all  of  which  a  careful  examination  was  made  after 
death.  In  these  the  uterus  was  found  healthy  in  thirty-three 
and  diseased  in  twenty -nine.  In  the  twenty-nine  diseased, 
there  was  ulceration  of  the  os  in  eleven,  disease  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  uterus  in  seven  and  induration  of  uterine 
walls  in  five.  In  three  cases  there  was  both  disease  of 
lining  membrane  and  ulceration  of  os,  and  in  the  remaining 
three  ulceration  of  os  with  induration  of  the  uterine 
walls. 

If,  as  West  and  his  followers  maintain,  ulceration  of  the 
OS  be  "  a  pathological  condition  of  small  importance"  and 
not  unfrequently  "  dependent  solely  on  functional  disturb- 
ance,''  the  cases  referred  to  certainly  tend  strongly  in 
support  of  his  assertion.  For  these  reasons,  besides  others 
which  we  shall  not  stop  to  mention,  we  think  it  may  be 
safely  affirmed  that  ulceration  as  a  catcse  of  uterine  troubles 
has  been  both  overestimated  and  regarded  with  undue 
importance.  This  conclusion  derives  additional  confirma- 
tion when  we  compare  its  frequency  in  married  women  who 
have  led  a  virtuous  life  with  that  large  class  of  females  who 
gain  their  livelihood  by  prostitution.  On  this  point,  the 
statistics  given  by  Dr.  West  possess  great  iaterei%\..    \\!^ 
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forty  proBtitatas  examined-  in  St*  Bartholomew*^  Hospital, 
the  OS  and  cervix  uteri  \\m  found  absolutely  healthy 
in  tweDty^seyen*  In  ten  of  the  remaining  thirteen  "  the 
ulceration  was  so  slight  as  scarcely  to  deserve  the  name/* 
while  in  the  other  throe  the  ulceration  involved  about 
one-third  of  an  inch  of  the  os*  When  we  take  into  consid- 
eration that  all  of  these  casein  were  laboring  imder  syphilis 
or  gonorrhoea,  the  result  is  at  once  striking  and  remarkable. 
In  no  case  was  there  the  slightest  trace  of  induration  of 
the  uterine  neck. 

If  we  turn  now  to  the  married  women,  we  find  two 
hundred  and  sixty -eight  cases  which  were  examined  by  the 
specuiuni,  and  out  of  this  number^  ^'ulceration  of  the  os  was 
found  in  nue  hundred  and  twenty-five,  while  in  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  there  was  «^^race  of  this  condition/' 
The  inference  \vould  therefore  seem  to  be  established  that 
prostitution  was  not  of  itself  a  cause  of  either  ulceration 
or  induration  of  the  uterine  neck,  and  tliat  it«  assumbd  fre- 
quency was  not  borne  out  by  fticts* 

Tlie  only  remaining  point  which  we  purpose  to  notice  is 
the  influence  of  ulceration  upon  fecundity  and  ahortions. 
For  the  sfdution  of  thii*  question^  the  statistics  given  in 
Dr,  West^s  tables  are  not  only  numerous  bat  prepared  with 
great  care*  We  can  only,  however,  give  a  few  of  the 
important  results  thus  obtained*  In  980  healthy  women, 
the  average  fecundity  was  4.17  children  to  each,  while  the 
average  of  abortions  was  0.7.  In  the  same  number  of 
women  with  uterine  symptoms,  the  average  fecundity  was 
2.7  children  to  each  aud  0.47  abortions.  In  women  with 
uterine  symptoms  tmthoiit  ulceralhn,  the  fecundity  was  3.3 
chihlren  and  1.3  abortions;  and  in  women  with  uterine 
symptoms  miih  ulceration^  the  fecundity  was  3.5  children 
and  0.89  abortions. 

From  the  ahovo  we  draw  the  following  conclusions  : 
First — That  fecundity  was  proportionally  greater  in  ulcer- 
ation of  the  OS  than  in  any  otiior  diseased  condition  ;  and 
SecoHiUif — That  ahortion  wasshghlly  less  in  this  than  in  the 
other  statf^s,  showing,  to  use  the  language  of  Dr.  West, 
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"  that  this  condition  does  7U)t  offer  any  serious  obstacle  to 
the  porformanco  of  the  great  function  of  the  generative 
system/' 

The  imxin  feature  of  this  discussion,  however,  is  not  as 
regards  these  questions,  instructive  as  they  are  in  a  physi- 
ological point  of  view,  bat  really  whetlier  the  modern  idea 
of  the  treatment  of  idl  cases  of  ulceration  of  the  os  and 
induration  of  the  uterine  neck,  as  local  and  primary 
affections,  is  not  both  radically  and  scientifically  erroneous; 
or  in  other  words,  like  treating  dropsy  as  a  disease  instead 
of  H  symi)tom  ? 
^^^^K  On  this  point  we  think  Dr.  West^s  argument  is  fully 
^^^^mustained  both  by  fact  as  well  as  experience*  It  would  be 
W  impossible,  in  the  limited  space  allotted  in  this  journal,  to 

^^K  give  even  a  cursory  glanoe  at  the  many  interesting  facts 
^^^  and  cases  which  are  cited  in  his  course  of  lectures  ;  suffice 
■  it  to  say  that  they  bear  out  the  conchisions  at  which  be  has 

I  arrived  and  are  given  \vith  a  frankness  and  fairness  which 

^^^      challenges  our  approval. 

^^P  There  are  two  points  involved  in  this  subject  which  we 

m  deem  worthy  of  special  notice,  and  wtiich  we  shall  briefly 

^^       in  conclusion  notice. 

^f  Tlie  firs^t  is  that  by  localizing  the  treatuaent  of  uterine 

affections  generally  to  one  spot  (as  in  ulceration)  and 
limiting  the  resources  of  medicine  to  topical  measures,  hs 
the  cbief»ir  not  only  means  of  euro,  we  establit*h,  as  Dr, 
West  remarks,  "a  very  bad  precedent  and  exert  a  very 
injurious  influence  both  upon  the  patient  as  well  as  the 
practitioner/*  By  concentrating  her  attention  upon  a 
slighter  ailment  as  the  source  of  aU  her  troubles,  we  call 
into  fiction  ^'  that  nervou;*  RUj^coptibility  which  ia  a  part  of 
the  female  character/'  and  which  it  i*^  one  of  our  greatest 
difficulties  to  overcome.  With  regard  to  the  practitiouer, 
tlie  effect  is  no  less  injurioas,  causing  Idm  to  become,  at 
best,  a  routinisti  and  '*  to  unlearn  all  that  physiology  may 
have  taught  him'*  with  regard  to  the  uterus  and  its  func* 
tions,  tcriching  him,  in  fact,  ^*  to  see  all  the  varied 
lifestations  of  disease  in  the  expression  of 
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For  these  reasons,  if  for  no  other  or  higher  considera- 
tions, we  think  that  the  modern  idea  of  treating  nearly  all 
uterine  troubles  as  if  dependent  upon  the  fact  of  the 
presence  of  an  ulceration  of  the  os  or  an  induration  of  the 
cervix  uteri  is  amenable  to  the  objections  which  it  has  been 
our  endeavor  to  point  out  in  the  foregoing  remarks.  As  a 
diagnostic  sign  of  uterine  disorder,  an  vlceraied  os  is  often 
one  of  our  safest  and  surest  guides,  and  may  with  propriety 
be  treated  by  such  local  remedies  as  an  auxiliary  treatment 
may  call  for  ;  but  as  to  expecting  relief  to  deeper-seated 
troubles  by  directing  our  attention  solely  to  this  one 
symptom  alone  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  both  irrational  and 
contrary  to  all  the  teachings  of  pathology. 


Thesis  on  the  Double  Ligature  in  Aneurism. 


PRESENTED  TO  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OP  .THE  UNIVERSITY 
OP  CALIFORNIA,  POR  THE  DEGREE  OP  M.  D.,  BY  R.  A. 
MCLEAN,  SESSION  OP  1874. 


The  ligature  was  first  applied  to  an  artery  for  the  cure  of 
aneurism  by  Antyllus,  a  surgeon  of  the  fourth  century. 
He  cut  into  the  tumor,  turned  out  the  clot,  and  ligatured 
the  vessel  above  and  below  the  sac.  This  operation,  now 
called  the  **  old  operation,"  had  fallen  into  disuse  until 
Mr.  Lyone,  of  Edinburgh,  revived  it.  In  his  hands  it 
proved  remarkably  successful,  owing,  probably,  more  to 
the  adaptability  of  his  cases  to  this  form  of  treatment  than 
to  any  special  merit  of  the  operation  itself.  Nothing 
shows  this  better  than  the  large  percentage  of  mortality 
resulting  from  this  operation  in  the  hands  of  other 
surgeons. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  brilliant  results  obtained  by 
the  Edinburgh  surgeon,  this  treatment  can  never  become 
an   established   method   of   treating  aneurism.      This   is 
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appsirent  upoD  considering  the  morbid  atiatoiny  of  aneu- 
rism. The  vessol,  except  in  traumatic  cases,  is  almost  con- 
stantly  diseased  for  some  distance  above  and  below  the 
tiiiuor.  The  application  of  a  H^^ature  to  the  dii>eased 
coats  of  an  artery,  cannot  but  result  disastrously,  the  con- 
«equent  secondary  hemorrhag^e  frequently  necessitating 
ligature  upon  a  healthy  part  of  the  vessel  above,  or  ampu- 
tation. This  operation  is,  therefore,  maioly  of  use  in 
trimmatic  aneurisms  of  the  extremities,  in  which  no  disease 
of  the  coats  of  the  vessel  exists. 

THE  METHOD   OP  ANEL. 

Up  to  the  year  1710,  no  better  treatment  of  aneurism 
had  been  devised  than  the  operation  of  Antyllu^.  At  this 
time  Anel,  a  French  surgeon  of  distinction,  ligatured  the 
brachial  artery  for  a  traumatic  aneurism  at  the  bend  of  the 
arm.  He  applied  the  ligature  immediately  above  the  sac, 
but  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  other  idea  in  view 
than  that  of  simply  cutting  off  the  supply  of  blood  to  a 
tumor  whicli  was  threatening  to  burst.  The  French 
ascribe  to  him  the  honor  of  discovering  the  principle  upon 
wliich  tiie  application  of  the  ligatare  as  now  performed  is 
bused.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  the  credit  does  not 
belong  to  Ariel,  for  he  merrdy  simplified  the  old  operation 
of  Antyllus  by  tying  the  artery  just  above  tlie  sac  without 
cutting  into  it,  and  securing  the  vessel  above  and  below 
as  Antyllus  did.  He  wonld  probably  have  pursued  the 
same  course  in  a  case  of  idiopathic  disease — not  ander- 
standing  the  difFereuce  between  the  two  forms  of  aneurism. 

THE   HUNTERUN   OPERATtON. 

The  English  justly  iiscribe  to  John  Hunter  the  merit  of 
revolutionizing  tlie  treatment  of  aneurism.  TIds  great 
surgeon  had  fur  many  years  made  the  morbid  anatomy  of 
this  disease  his  especial  study.  He  had  dissected  and 
experimented  extensively  upon  animals.  The  result  of 
his  hibors  was  the  enunciation  of  the  foliowitig  ideas : 
That  aiieurismal  tumors  wereoftener  the  result  of  disease 
of  the  coats  of  an  artery  than  uf  direct  injury.     That  tUU 
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diseased  condition  of  the  vessel  existed  for  some  distance 
above  and  below  the  tumor.  Finally,  that  the  proper 
place  for  the  ligature  was  at  such  a  distance  above  the 
tumor  as  to  include  a  sound  part  of  the  arter3^  In 
December,  1785,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  his 
theory  upon  a  case  of  popliteal  aneurism.  He  applied 
four  ligatures  to  the  femoral,  just  below  the  middle  part 
of  its  course,  and  succeeded  in  saving  his  patient.  His 
reason  for  using  four  ligatures  seems  to  have  been  to  grad- 
ually compress  the  vessel  gently  in  several  places,  so  as  not 
to  destroy  its  vitality  by  making  too  much  pressure  at  any 
one  point.  These  ligatures  were  drawn  loosely,  thus  only 
partially  obstructing  the  flow  of  the  blood.  By  this  he 
endeavored  to  favor  the  development  of  the  collateral 
circulation  and  at  the  same  time  promote  the  gradual  con- 
solidation of  the  tumor  by  the  deposition  of  laminated 
fibrin  upon  the  inner  wall  of  the  sac.  Since  the  time  of 
Hunter,  his  operation  has  undergone  some  modifications, 
without,  howjever,  invalidating  to  any  extent  the  principles 
upon  wliich  he  instituted  it. 

As  now  performed  the  Hunterian  operation  has  been 
successful  upon  nearly  every  artery  liable  to  aneurism. 
It  consists  in  first  selecting  a  healthy  portion  of  the  vessel 
above  the  tumor  and  below  a  branch  of  some  size  if  possi- 
ble. The  incision  is  made  in  the  course  of  the  vessel. 
The  sheath  having  been  exposed  is  drawn  up  with  the  for- 
ceps and  nicked  transversely.  The  contained  structures 
are  carefully  separated  from  the  artery,  and  the  latter  is 
secured  by  passing  a  ligature  beneath  it  with  a  curved 
aneurism  needle.  The  ligature  is  then  tied  firmly  so  as  to 
lacerate  the  middle  and  inner  coats. 

The  immediate  result  of  this  procedure  is  the  stoppage 
of  the  pulsation  bruit  in  the  tumor,  in  consequence  of  the 
cutting  off  of  all  blood  supply.  The  limb  soon  becomes 
cold  and  may  be  slightly  paralyzed.  After  the  second 
day  pulsation  in  the  tumor  may  reappear,  the  result  of 
enlargement  of  the  collateral  vessels  between  the  point  of 
ligation  and  the  sac.     This  usually  continues  but  a  short 
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time,  the  sac  gradually  becoming  perfectly  occluded,  so 
that  no  circulation  takes  place  through  it.  After  the 
second  or  third  day  the  limb  increases  notably  in  tempera, 
ture,  owing  to  the  increase  in  size  of  the  capillaries. 

This  subsides  in  a  few  days,  and  the  temperature  then 
falls  lower  than  at  any  time  subsequent  to  the  operation. 
This  is  the  time  to  encourage  the  circulation  by  warm 
applications  to  the  limb,  as  gangrene  is  now  the  great 
danger  to  be  guarded  against.  If  the  warmth  of  the  part 
is  kept  up  artificially,  the  natural  heat  gradually  returns 
as  the  development  of  the  deep  collateral  vessels 
progresses. 

The  original  plan  of  Hunter  was  to  shut  off  the  circula- 
tion gradually,  to  favor  the  development  of  the  collateral 
circulation,  and  to  cause  a  deposition  of  fibrin  upon  the 
walls  of  the  sac.  He  supposed  that  a  tumor  consolidated 
gradually  would  be  less  likely  to  become  inflamed  than  if 
it  were  filled  with  clotted  blood  resulting  from  a  sudden 
stoppage  of  the  circulation  through  the  sac.  The  expe- 
rience of  surgeons  since  the  time  of  Hunter  has  shown 
that  his  precautions  were  unnecessary,  for  in  nearly  all 
cases  of  aneurism  the  branches  of  the  vessel  above  the 
tumor  are  enlarged  by  the  impediment  offered  to  the  flow 
of  blood  through  the  sac,  which,  though  in  some  cases  very 
slight,  is  sufficient  to  cause  the  circulating  fluid  to  seek 
other  channels  than  the  main  vessel.  The  supposition 
that  the  sac  is  more  liable  to  inflammation  when  filled  with 
clotted  blood  than  when  filled  with  laminated  fibrin  seems 
quite  plausible  ;  but  clinically  considered  the  presence  of 
coagula  within  the  sac  has  not  frequently  been  found  to 
result  in  inflammation. 

CHANGES   RESULTING   IN   CURE. 

The  changes  by  which  a  cure  of  aneurism  is  effected  may 
be  studied  as  they  occur  in  the  ligatured  vessel,  in  the 
aneurismal  sac  and  in  the  vessels  of  the  limb. 

a.  As  now  applied,  the  ligature  is  drawn  tight  enough 
to  lacerate  the  middle  and  inner  coats.  They  retract  and 
leave  the  outer  coat  alone  supporting  the  ligature.     Thavt 
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lacerated  extremities  become  slightly  inflamed  and  plastic 
lymph  is  effused,  which,  with  the  fibrinous  clot,  ultimately 
causes  the  complete  occlusion  of  the  vessel.  The  fibrinous 
clot  is  the  result  of  the  coagula  left  in  the  vessel  between 
the  ligature  and  the  first  branch  above  it.  It  gradually 
loses  its  coloring  matter  by  absorption  and  becomes  an 
organized  mass  of  fibrin  containing  a  few  blood  vessels, 
derived,  it  is  supposed,  from  the  lacerated  extremity  of  the 
inner  coat.  At  first  it  extends  nearly  as  far  up  as  the  first 
collateral  branch  above,  but  finally  becomes  absorbed, 
leaving  a  fibrinous  cord  occupying  its  original  place  in  the 
caliber  of  the  vessel. 

b.  Upon  the  ligature  of  the  artery  supplying  an  aneu- 
rismal  tumor,  the  sac  at  once  ceases  pulsating.  The  blood 
within  it  gradually  becomes  transformed  from  a  mass  of 
coagula  to  a  fibrinous  substance,  and  is  subsequently 
absorbed  entirely,  with  the  laminated  fibrin  previously 
deposited  upon  its  inner  walls. 

c.  The  changes  occurring  in  the  vessels  of  a  limb  after 
the  ligation  of  its  main  artery  are  the  most  interesting  of 
all  in  a  practical  point  of  view;  for  it  is  owing  to  the 
occurrence  of  thoso  changes  tluit  the  cure  of  aneurism  is 
possible.  After  the  obliteration  of  the  natural  channel 
through  which  the  limb  is  supplied  with  nutrition,  the 
latter  would  soon  perish  from  gangrene  were  its  blood  sup- 
ply not  kept  up.  This  is  accomplished  by  the  dilatation 
of  the  branches  given  off  from  the  ligatured  vessel  above 
the  point  of  occlusion.  They  become  rapidh'  enlarged, 
and  by  their  anastomoses  with  l)ranches  given  off  from  the 
main  artery  below  the  sac  produce  many  different  channels 
for  the  blood.  The  aggregate  capacity  of  these  enlarged 
branches  etpnils  that  of  the  obliterated  vessel. 

CAUSKS  OF  FAILURE  OF  THE  UUNTERIAN  OPERATION. 

In  cases  not  resulting  in  cure,  the  want  of  success  may 
be  due  to  the  occurrence  of  gangrene  of  the  limb,  inflam- 
mation of  the  sac,  persistence  of  pulsation  in  the  tumor, 
or  secondary  hemorrhage.  Though  these  accidents  are  all 
of  a  serious  nature  and  always  compromise  the  life  of  the 
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patient,  yet  none  other  is  so  rapidly  and  certainly  fatal  as 
secondary  bemorrliage.  It  has  always  been  the  one  great 
obstacle  to  the  successful  ligation  of  the  larger  and  deeper 
seated  arteries.  In  the  fourteen  recorded  cases  of  ligature 
of  the  innominate,  secondary  hemorrhage  destroyed  the 
patient  in  every  instance  but  one.  This  was  the  celebrated 
case  of  Dr.  Smyth,  of  New  Orleans,  in  which  he  tied  the 
innominate  for  subclavian  aneurism.  Even  in  this  case 
secondary  hemorrhage  occurred  ;  and  if  he  had  not  tied  the 
vertebral  artery  wiience  the  regurgitant  blood  came, 
this  case  would  not  have  stood  alone  as  the  only  successful 
ligation  of  the  innominate. 

Erichsen  says  of  this  case:  ''As  this  bleeding  came 
*'  from  the  distal  side  and  from  the  subclavian  artery,  the 
**  vertebral  artery  was  tied,  with  perfect  success — no 
*'  bleeding  recurring.  This  case  is  of  the  utmost  value  in 
''surgery  ;  it  shows  that  the  secondary  hemorrhage  which 
''may  bo  looked  upon  as  the  necessary  sequence  of  the 
"  ligature  of  the  innominate  artery,  may  be  arrested,  and 
**  the  patient's  life  saved  by  the  ligature  of  the  principal 
"  branch  that  communicates  with  and  that  carries  regurgi- 
"tant  blood  into  the  distal  end  of  the  artery  which  was 
*•  originally  ligatured.  This  fact  is  entirely  new  in  opera- 
'*  tive  surgery." — (Volume  11.  page  114). 

The  success  of  Doctor  Smyth  was  due  to  his  having 
stumbled  upon  the  expedient  of  tying  the  vertebral  to 
check  a  hemorrhage  which  must  have  soon  proved  fatal. 
His  patient  was  saved  by  the  accidental  application  of  a 
principle  in  the  ligature  of  arteries,  which,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  show,  is  the  only  scientific  means  of  guarding  against 
secondary  hetaorrhage,  namely,  the  double  ligature  secur- 
ing perfect  occlusion  of  both  the  distal  and  proximal 
extremities  of  the  ligatured  vessel.  The  merit  of  having 
discovered  this  principle  does  not  belong  to  Smyth,  but  to 
another  surgeon  who  has  for  many  years  systematically 
used  the  double  ligature  in  tying  arteries. 

In  the  eleven  cases  of  ligature  of  the  left  subclavian 
within    the  scalene  muscles,  all  but  two  resulted  fatally 
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from  secondary  hemorrhage.  In  arteries  of  the  second 
and  third  magnitude,  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  this 
cause  is,  of  course,  not  so  large  ;  but  even  in  these  cases 
it  has  proved  fatal  often  enough  to  imperativel}''  demand 
the  adoption  of  a  piecautionary  measure. 

THE  SITE  OP  SECONDARY  HEMORRHAGE. 

In  the  study  of  secondary  hemorrhage  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  anatomical  condition  of  the  vessel  at  the  site 
of  the  ligature  is  of  the  first  importance.  This  can  only 
be  gained  by  the  dissection  of  such  cases  as  result  fatally. 
Dissections  have  repeatedly  been  made  by  Velpean, 
Gross,  Rodgers,  Erichsen,  Guthrie,  and  Porter,  with  the 
following  results  :  Velpean  says  :  "  It  is  from  the  lower 
**end  of  the  artery  that  this  nearly  (hemorrhage)  always 
**  takes  place.''  (Velpean,  page  747,  volume  I.)  In  one  of 
the  fatal  cases  of  ligature  of  the  first  part  of  the  left  sub- 
clavian, (that  of  Rodgers)  the  dissection  showed  the  prox- 
imal end  of  the  vessel  to  be  completely  occluded  ;  but  the 
distal  end  was  patulous  and  had  evidently  been  the  seat 
of  the  fatal  secondary  hemorrhage. — (Gross  page  772, 
volume  I.)  The  dissections  of  Guthrie  and  Porter  show 
also,  that  the  hemorrhage  almost  constantly  takes  place 
from  the  distal  side  of  the  ligature.  Erichsen  makes  use 
of  the  following  pointed  language  in  support  of  their  con- 
clusions :  "  The  opportunities  which  I  have  had  of  exam- 
"  ining  the  state  of  the  vessels  in  several  cases  of  fatal 
"  secondary  hemorrhage,  lead  me  fully  to  concur  with 
"  Guthrie  and  Porter,  that  the  blood  in  the  majority  of 
**  instances  comes  from  the  distal  and  not  the  proximal 
"side  of  the  wound.  The  greater  tendency  of  the  distal 
''end  of  the  vessel  to  bleed  appears  to  arise  partly  from 
*'  the  less  perfect  occlusion  of  this  portion  of  the  artery, 
**  and  partly  from  its  greater  liability  to  slough  in  conse- 
*'  quence  of  the  ligature  interrupting  its  supply  of  blood 
"  through  the  vasa-vasorum.  It  is  no  objection  to  this 
'*  opinion  that  the  fatal  hemorrhage  is  often  arterial ;  for, 
*' though  it  is  true  that  the  blood  which  is  carried  to  the 
**  distal  end,  is  for  the  first  few  days  after  the    application 
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**  of  a  ligature,  of  a  venous  hue,  yet  after  the  collateral 
, "  circulation  is  once  established,  it  gradually  assumes  a 
**  more  scarlet  tint,  and  at  last  becomes  completely  arte- 
'  *  rial. "    (Erichsen,  page  262,  Volume  I.) 

CAUSE    OF  SLODGHING    OP    THE   DISTAL    END. 

The  opinions  just  quoted  leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  that 
secondary  hemorrhage  is  the  result  of  the  patulous  condi- 
tion of  the  distal  end  of  the  vessel,  consequent  upon 
sloughing.  The  cause  of  this  sloughing  is  evident  upon 
considering  the  manner  in  which  the  nutritive  supply  of 
the  coats  of  the  artery  is  interfered  with  at  the  distal  side  of 
the  ligature.  Surrounding  the  vessel  and  loosely  connected 
with  it  by  means  of  a  delicate  areola  tissue  is  the  sheath  of 
the  artery.  Within  the  walls  of  the  sheath  ramify  the 
vasa-vasorum.  The  vasa-vasorum  are  minute  arteries 
derived  from  small  branches  of  a  neighboring  trunk  or  from 
secondary  or  tertiary  branches  of  the  same  artery  which 
they  nourish.  From  the  inner  wall  of  the  sheath  pass  the 
delicate  twigs  of  the  vasa-vasorum,  which  are  the  direct 
sources  of  the  arterial  supply  to  the  coats  of  the  vessel.  In 
the  operation  of  tying  an  artery  the  ligature  is  applied 
directly  to  the  outer  coat  and  between  it  and  the  sheath. 
The  ligature  is  applied  within  the  sheath  so  as  not  to 
include  structures  which  it  may  contain  other  than  the 
artery  ;  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  interrupting 
the  circulation  in  the  vasa-vasorum  of  the  sheath,  for  the 
vasa-vasorum  receive  their  supply  from  such  a  multitude 
of  minute  vessels  external  to  the  sheath  and  entering  it  at 
every  point  that  even  if  it  were  included  in  the  ligature 
the  nutrition  of  the  vessel  below  would  not  be  affected. 
Now  in  opening  the  sheath,  in  passing  the  ligature  around 
the  vessel,  and  in  separating  the  artery  from  the  accom- 
panying structures,  the  vascular  connections  between  the 
inner  wall  of  the  sheath  and  the  outer  coat  of  the  vessel 
are  ruptured  to  an  extent  varying  according  to  the  inacces- 
sibility of  the  artery.  This  portion  of  the  coats  of  the 
artery  thus  deprived  of  its  nutritive  supply  invariably 
sloughs  ;  and  were  it  not  the  fact  that  the  ligature  before 
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being  tied  is  always  drawn  up  to  a  point  above  the  denuded 
portion  of  the  vessel,  the  proximal  as  well  as  the  distal  end 
would  be  patulous  after  the  denuded  part  had  sloughed. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  method 
now  usually  employed  in  the  ligature  of  arteries  ensures 
the  occlusion  of  the  cardiac  extremity,  it  fails  to  prevent  a 
patulous  condition  of  the  distal  end  of  the  ligatured  vessel 
80  often  found  in  fatal  cases  of  secondary  hemorrhage. 
The  occlusion  of  the  distal  extremity  is  left  to  chance,  and 
for  this  reason  alone  the  Hunterian  operation  as  now  per- 
formed is  imperfect.  The  authors  already  quoted  make  no 
mention  of  a  means  by  which  so  obvious  a  defect  can  be 
remedied.  They  do  not  seem  to  consider  it  necessary  to 
prevent  the  patulous  condition  of  the  distal  end,  while  they 
all  pointedly  acknowledge  that  secondary  hemorrhage 
almost  invariably  takes  place  from  this  side  of  the  ligature. 
That  perfect  occlusion  of  the  distal  as  well  as  the  proximal 
end  can  be  attained,  and  is  the  only  surety  against  the 
occurrence  of  secondary  hemorrhage  has  long  been  the 
opinion  of  Professor  Toland.  As  he  is  the  only  surgeon 
who  has  adopted  a  systematic  operation  to  secure  this  end, 
I  shall  describe  the  procedure  as 

PROFESSOR  TOLAND's  OPERATION. 

It  consists  in  the  use  of  a  double  ligature  so  applied  that 
both  the  distal  and  the  proximal  extremities  of  the  ligatured 
vessel  are  perfectly  occluded.  The  steps  of  the  operation 
are  as  follows:  The  curved  aneurism  needle  of  Dr.  Mott 
is  first  threaded  with  a  strand  of  silk  about  twice  as  long 
as  would  be  used  in  the  ordinary  operation.  This  strand  is 
formed  of  four  thicknesses  of  sewing  machine  silk,  well 
waxed,  but  not  twisted,  the  intention  being  to  have  a  flat 
cord  instead  of  a  hard  round  cord,  in  order  to  prevent 
wounding  the  outer  coat  of  the  artery  too  much.  Next 
the  incision  is  made  in  the  course  of  the  vessel.  Its  sheath 
having  been  exposed,  is  pinched  up  with  the  forceps  and 
slightly  nicked.  The  artery  is  then  isolated  from  the 
associated  structures,  and  the  aneurism  needle  armed  with 
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the  double  ligature  before  described,  is  inserted  through  the 
opening  in  the  sheath  and  passed  under  and  around  the 
artery.  The  presenting  looped  extremity  of  the  ligature  is 
then  carefully  drawn  away  from  the  end  of  the  needle  with 
the  blunt  hook.  The  needle  is  now  withdrawn,  leaving 
the  ligature  beneath  the  vessel.as  a  double  strand  connected 
at  one  extremity.  The  looped  extremity  of  the  ligature 
is  next  divided,  leaving  the  two  ligatures  separate,  under 
the  artery.  The  upper  or  proximal  ligature  is  then  drawn 
well  up  to  the  superior  extremity  of  the  incision  in  tlie 
sheath  and  securely  tied  with  a  square  knot,  so  as  to  con- 
strict the  vessel  at  a  point  where  the  sheath  has  not  been 
torn  away  from  ii.  The  lower  or  distal  ligature  is  next 
drawn  down  to  the  inferior  angle  of  the  wound  in  the 
sheath  below  the  denuded  part  of  the  vessel  and  secured 
with  the  square  knot,  so  that  it  also  constricts  the  artery 
at  its  place  of  junction  with  the  sheath. 

Ligatured  in  this  manner,  the  only  part  of  the  vessel 
which  is  denuded  and  subsequently  sloughs,  is  a  portion 
from  one-third  to  one-half  an  inch  in  length  situated 
between  the  two  ligatures.  The  distal  extremities  be- 
comes perfectly  occluded  through  the  same  process  by 
which  this  is  effected  in  the  proximal  end. 

SPECIAL    OPERATIONS. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  double  ligature  used 
as  above  described  is  founded  upon  these  principles  :  that 
the  denudation  of  the  arter}'  is  the  cause  of  sloughing,  and 
that  this  denudation  and  the  consequent  sloughing  must 
be  prevented  from  resulting  in  secondary  hemorrhage. 
In  most  of  the  arteries  this  can  be  effected  by  the  use 
of  the  double  ligature,  but  in  some  it  is  unnecessary — for 
instance,  when  the  sheath  is  not  entered  and  consequently 
is  not  detached  from  the  artery. 

Ligature  of  the  subclavian,  common,  internal  and  exter- 
nal carotids,  axillary,  brachial  and  femoral,  and  the  smaller 
vessels  may  be  accomplished  as  described  above. 
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ligature  op  the  external  iliac. 

In  examining  the  relations  of  the  external  iliac  artery  we 
find  that  it  differs  from  the  vessels  of  the  neck  and  extremi- 
ties, in  containing  nothing  besides  itself  within  its  sheath. 
The  external  iliac  vein  lies  to  the  inner  side  of  the  pelvis, 
and  may  be  said  to  have  a  separate  sheath,  which  is  merely 
connected  to  the  sheath  of  the  artery,  but  not  identical  with 
it.  It  is,  therefore,  not  necessar}^  to  enter  the  sheath,  as 
the  needle  can  readily  be  passed  between  the  artery  and 
vein,  by  including  the  sheath  of  the  artery  and  the  vessel 
within  its  concavity.  Professor  Toland  uses  but  one  liga- 
ture in  this  operotion,  which  is  performed  as  follows  :  The 
external  incision  having  been  made  in  the  usual  manner 
through  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  transversalis  fascia, 
the  peritoneum  is  carefully  dissected  up  from  the  iliac 
fossa  with  the  fingers  and  pushed  towards  the  pelvis.  The 
artery  will  be  found  pulsating  along  the  inner  border  of 
the  psoas  muscle,  with  the  external  iliac  vein  parallel  with 
it  and  to  the  inner  side.  The  aneurism  needle  threaded 
with  the  flat  ligature,  before  described,  is  passed  under 
the  sheath  of  the  artery  from  the  outer  to  the  inner  side, 
and  between  the  sheath  of  the  artery  and  the  sheath  of  the 
vein.  Tho  needle  is  then  withdrawn,  leaving  a  single 
ligature  under  the  sheath  of  the  vessel,  which  is  tied  with 
the  square  knot. 

In  this  operation  the  application  of  the  same  principle 
upon  which  the  double  ligature  as  used  in  other  operations, 
is  based,  secures  the  vessel  from  secondary  hemorrhage. 
As  the  ligature  is  placed  around  the  outside  of  the  sheath 
with  its  contained  artery,  the  nutrition  of  the  arterial 
coats  is  not  interfered  with  either  above  or  below  the 
point  of  ligature;  consequently  no  portion  of  the  vessel 
sloughs  except  the  small  section  constricted  by  the  liga- 
ture, and  before  this  occurs  the  distal  and  proximal  ends 
are  both  completely  occluded. 

STATISTICS. 

The  femoral  has  been  ligatured  twenty-two  times,  and 
the  external  iliac  eight  times,  by  Professor  Toland,  without 
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the  loss  of  a  single  patient  from  secondary  hemorrhage. 
In  the  usual  operation,  secondary  hemorrhage  occurs  in  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  ligations  of  the  femoral,  and  in  eight  per 
cent,  of  ligations  of  the  external  iliac. 

LIGATURE    OP   THE    INNOMINATE. 

The  fatal  issue  of  the  cases  of  ligation  of  the  innominate 
artery  is  due  to  secondary  hemorrhage,  consisting  of  blood 
regurgitating  from  the  circle  of  Willis  through  the  common 
carotid  and  vertebral  arteries.  This  regurgitating 
blood  can  only  escape  in  consequence  of  sloughing  of  that 
portion  of  the  arterial  trunks  on  the  distal  side  of  the  liga- 
ture upon  the  innominate.  This  sloughing  is  owing  to  the 
denudation  of  the  artery  and  consequent  deprivation  of  its 
nutritive  supply  through  the  vasa-vasorum.  In  searching 
for  and  in  tying  the  innominate  artery,  it  is  impossible  to 
avoid  denuding  the  superior  part  of  its  trunk,  together  with 
the  lower  part  of  the  common  carotid.  How,  then,  is  the 
unavoidable  sloughing  to  be  prevented  from  resulting  in 
secondary  hemorrhage?  The  indication  is,  to  prevent  the 
regurgitant  blood  of  the  common  carotid  and  vertebral 
arteries  from  communicating  by  their  partulous  extremities 
with  that  portion  of  the  arterial  trunks  which  must  neces- 
sarily slough.  From  what  has  been  said  of  the  double 
ligature  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  applicable  in  this  case. 

The  incision  is  made  as  usual  in  the  shape  of  an  L,  the 
vertical  limb  corresponding  with  the  inner  edge  of  the 
sterno-mastoid,  the  horizontal  with  the  superior  border  of 
the  clavicle.  This  is  sufficient  to  fully  expose  all  the 
parts  concerned  in  the  proposed  operation.  After  the 
vessels  have  been  properly  exposed  the  first  ligature  is 
applied  as  near  the  distal  extremity  of  the  innominate  as 
possible,  care  being  taken  to  leave  no  denuded  part  of  the 
artery  between  the  ligature  and  the  aorta.  Next  the 
common  carotid  is  to  be  tied.  If  it  be  a  subclavian  aneu- 
rism the  carotid  is  tied  just  above  its  origin  from  the 
innominate.  If  it  be  a  carotid  aneurism  the  ligature  is 
placed  upon  a  healthy  part  of  the  vessel  above  the  tumor. 
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Finally  the  vertebral  is  tied  as  near  its  origin  from  the 
subclavian  as  possible.  In  the  ligature  of  the  common 
carotid  and  vertebral,  in  this  operation,  the  ligatures 
should  be  drawn  well  up  so  as  to  leave  all  the  denuded 
portion  of  the  artery  between  the  ligature  above  and  the 
ligature  around  the  innominate  below.  The  nutrition  of 
the  coats  of  the  vessels  above  the  ligature  not  being  inter- 
fered with,  they  do  not  slough,  and  are,  consequently, 
perfectly  occluded,  so  that  no  hemorrhage  can  occur  from 
them  upon  sloughing  of  the  denuded  portion  of  the 
vessels  concerned  in  the  operation. 

This  operation,  though  most  difBcult,  is  quite  possible 
in  the  hands  of  a  surgeon  possessed  of  that  degree  of 
dexterity  which  is  the  certain  resultof  frequent  dissections 
and  faithful  study  of  the  anatomical  relations  of  the  parts 
concerned  in  the  operation.  It  succeeded  the  only  time  it 
was  ever  performed,  and  is  the  only  successful  case  of 
ligature  of  the  innominate  on  record.  In  this  case  the 
operation  which  really  saved  the  patient's  life  was  per- 
formed only  as  a  last  resort.  Syncope  had  occurred  from 
secondary  hemorrhage  from  the  distal  end  of  the  wound 
when  Dr.  Smyth  determined  to  tie  the  vertebral.  The 
common  carotid  was  tied  previously  with  the  innominate. 
The  hemorrhage  did  not  recur  and  the  patient  was  cured. 

The  success  of  Dr.  Smyth's  case  in  which  the  principle 
of  the  double  ligature  was  accidentally  applied  under  very 
unfavorable  circumstances,  proves  that  ligation  of  the 
innominate  artery  by  this  method  is  possible.  It  may  ere 
long  be  repeated  with  equal  success. 


The  Tongue.  —  I  must  confess  I  am  so  wonderfully 
charmed  with  the  music  of  this  little  instrument  that  I 
would  by  no  means  discourage  it.  All  that  I  aim  at  is  to 
cure  it  of  several  disagreeable  notes,  and  in  particular,  of 
those  little  jarriugs  and  dissonances  which  arise  from 
anger,  consciousness  and  gossipping. — Addison, 
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Thesis  on  the  Physiological  and  Toxical  Action  of 
Opium  upon  the  Human  System. 


PRESEXTED  TO  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  UNIVERSITY 
OF  CALIFORNIA,  FOR  THE  DIPLOMA  OP  M.  D.,  SESSION  1874, 
BY  WILLIAM   P.    MCDERMOTT. 


The  practitioner  of  medicine  is  led  irresistibly  to 
theorize  upon  the  action  of  the  means  which  he  employs 
for  the  cure  of  disease,  and  the  relief  of  suffering,  and  at 
every  turn  is  met  with  the  futility  of  his  reasonings.  He 
seeks  in  vain  from  every  reliable  source  of  knowledge,  only 
to  find  that  the  science  of  therapeutics  is  the  most  back- 
ward of  all  of  the  medical  sciences,  and  not  deserving  to  be 
considered  yet  upon  that  firm  basis.  But  as  physiology, 
pathology,  microscopical  anatomy  and  the  other  sciences- 
advance, ^they  must  reflect  light  upon  this  branch  of  knowK 
edge. 

My  subject  is,  '*The  Physiological  and  Toxical  eflfects 
of  opium  upon  the  Human  System." 

After  relating  what  has  been  generally  accepted  with 
regard  to  the  action  of  opium,  I  have  ventured  to  present 
my  own  views  upon  the  subject,  and  facts  in  Argument  to 
sustain  them.  In  those  unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  opium 
small  doses  calm  the  mind,  and  produce  a  soothing  effect, 
generally  followed  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  so  by  a 
disposition  to  sleep.  Pain  is  alhiyed  without  the  loss  of 
consciousness.  Its  primary  effect  upon  the  circulation  is 
to  quicken  the  pulse,  which,  however,  soon  becomes  slower 
as  the  reaction  comes  on,  and  the  general  sedative  effects 
are  manifested.  The  mouth  becomes  dry,  while  perspi- 
ration breaks  out  upon  the  surface  of  the  body  ;  the  only 
one  of  the  secretions  that  is  almost  invariably  increased, 
the  others  being  diminished.  L  irger  doses  of  the  drug  pro- 
duce effects  that  are  much  more  decided  ;  the  gently  stimu- 
lating impression  produced  by  small  doses  is  exaggerated,  so 
that  there  is  much  excitement  for  a  time  ;  one  under  its  influ- 
ence  may  feel  compelled  to  laugh,  sing,  or  dance,  and  other- 
wise exhibit  signs  of  its  exhilarating  effects.     The  mind 
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becomes  exceedingly  active  and  revels  in  imagination,  or  is 
capable  of  unusual  eflforts.  The  pulse  is  strong  and  full,  the 
head  is  hot,  with  noises  in  the  ears  and  throbbing  temporal 
arteries.  Sleep  follows,  often  heavy,  which  is  a  condi- 
tion of  torpor.  The  breathing  may  be  stertorous,  while 
disagreeable  dreams  ensue.  In  eight  or  ten  hours  perhaps 
the  person  awakes,  has  headache,  nausea,  and  dry  tongue. 

Some  persons  are  much  more  susceptible  to  the  effects  of 
opium  than  others,  and  are  affected  in  a  different  manner. 
The  symptoms  vary.  In  some  the  effects  produced  are 
pleasant,  while  in  others  the  reverse  is  the  case.  Sometimes 
the  stimulating  effect  is  the  most  prominent ;  at  others 
the  narcotic.  Some  persons  are  extremely  susceptible 
to  its  action  ;  so  much  so,  that  a  small  quantity  might 
prove  dangerous.  Christison  in  *'A  Treatise  on  Poisons," 
page  714,  mentions  a  case.  "  I  am  acquainted  with  a 
gentleman  on  whom  seven  drops  of  laudanum  act  with 
great  certainty  as  a  hypnotic.  In  such  a  one  doses  which 
are  safely  taken  by  many  might  prove  dangerous."  An 
ordinary  medicinal  dose  is  one  to  two  grains  ;  a  full  dose 
would  be  three  grains.  But  as  small  a  quantity  as  four 
grains  has  been  stated  to  have  proven  fatal.  An  authentic 
case  is  reported  where  the  quantity  taken  was  four  and  a 
half  grains,  combined  with  nine  grains  of  camphor,  death 
resulting  in  nine  hours.     (Christison,  page  713.) 

It  is  necessary  to  observe  the  utmost  caution  in  adminis- 
tering opium  to  infants,  as  the  most  insignificant  doses  may 
prove  fatal.  It  is  supposed  to  be  so  dangerous  in  them 
because  of  the  rapidity  whh  which  absorption  takes  place. 
Those  who  have  become  habituated  to  the  use  of  opium 
can  take  with  impunity  quantities  that  would  be  fatal  in 
others.  The  author  of  the  "  Confessions  of  an  English 
Opium  Eater"  took  at  one  time  about  nine  ounces  of  lau- 
danum daily.  Its  activity  is  proportioned  to  the  directness 
of  its  entrance  into  the  circulation.  Greatest  activity  is 
shown  when  introduced  into  a  vein,  then  into  the  cellular 
tivssuo,  next  the  stomach,  then  the  rectum,  its  effect  upon 
the  unbroken  skin  being  least. 
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When  opium  has  been  taken  in  poisonous  quantities  the 
symptoms  begin  with  giddiness  and  stupor,  the  period  of 
excitement  is  usually  absent,  the  person  drops  at  once  into 
a  condition  of  stupor,  rapidly  increasing,  soon  becoming 
insensible  to  external  impressions,  generally  lies  still  with 
the  eyes  closed  and  pupils  contracted,  occasionally,  though 
rarely  dilated.  The  breathing  grows  slower,  the  pulse, 
which  is  at  first  full  and  strong,  becomes  more  frequent  and 
weak  ;  the  power  of  swallowing  is  impaired  or  lost,  and 
the  muscles  are  relaxed.  A  profuse  perspiration  is  a 
frequent  symptom.  Sometimes  the  face  is  flushed,  com- 
monly it  is  pale. 

Death  is  produced  by  asphyxia,  occurring  in  from  six  to 
twelve  hours  after  the  poison  has  been  taken.  If  the  person 
outlive  twelve  hours,  recovery  is  the  usual  result. 

The  promptness  with  which  its  action  is  manifested 
depends  partly  upon  the  solubility  of  the  preparation 
which  has  been  taken.  The  morbid  appearances  commonly 
presented,  are  turgescence  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain/ 
and  an  effusion  of  serum  into  tho  ventricles,  and  at  the  base 
of  the  brain.  The  lungs  are  gorged  with  blood.  The 
stomach  and  intestines  are  sometimes  found  in  a  reddened 
condition  ;  and  the  skin  is  usually  livid  in  the  depending 
portions  of  the  body. 

Various  theories  have  been  advanced  to  account  for  the 
action  of  opium  upon  the  system.  According  to  one 
opinion,  it  is  conveyed  with  the  blood  to  the  brain  and 
spine,  on  which  it  acts.  Another  doctrine  supposes  that  it 
enters  tho  blood  vessels,  nnd  produces  on  their  inner  coats 
an  impression  which  is  conveyed  along  the  nerves.  Some 
suppose  that  opium  acts  by  being  carried  with  the  blood 
to  the  brain,  and  by  the  transmission  of  local  torpor  of  the 
nerves,  arising  by  direct  application  to  their  sentient 
extremities  to- the  brain.  The  effects  of  opium,  however 
produced,  are  exerted  upon  the  brain  and  nervous  system. 

Opium  is  classified  as  a  cerebral  stimulant.  Some 
thoughts  which  I  have  had  upon  the  action  of  opium  sug- 
gested by  the  facts  observed  in  the  study  of  physiology, 
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the  analogy  sometimes  existing  between  the  condition  pro- 
duced by  opium  poisoning  and  apoplexy,  and  the  pheno- 
mena presented  by  a  case  of  opium  poisoning  which  I  once 
attended,  have  led  me  to  hold  .views  differing  from  those  of 
the  writers  whose  works  I  have  read  upon  the  subject.  I 
suppose  that  opium  produces  its  eflects  upon  the  system 
in  the  following  manner  :  Entering  the  circulation,  it  first 
aflfects  the  sympathetic  nerves  supplying  the  blood-vessels, 
producing  in  them  a  condition  of  paralysis  ;  as  a  conse- 
queuce  the  vessels  dilate,  the  brain  becomes  congested, 
and  a  condition  is  established  identical  with  apoplexy.  In 
opium  poisoning  "  the  lungs  are  sometimes  found  gorged 
with  blood  as  in  many  cases  of  apoplexy."  (Christison, 
Treatise  on  Poisons,  page  731.)  "Dilated  pupils,  or  one 
is  dilated  while  the  other  is  contracted."  (Ringer  Thera- 
peutics, page  374.)  ''Effusion  into  the  pons  Varolii  will 
produce  appearances  almost  identical  with  those  of  opium." 
(Ringer,  page  375.)  "A  small  extravasation  in  the  pons 
Varolii  so  situated  as  to  press  upoa  the  medulla  oblongata 
may  produce  great  difficulty  of  deglutition  and  respira- 
tion." (Flint,  Practice  of  Medicine,  page  585.)  It  is 
impossible  to  distinguish  the  effects  of  narcotics  from  this 
disease  by  the  appearances  in  the  body  after  death." 
(Christison,  page  669.)  The  author  last  quoted  says,  **It 
might  even  be  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry  whether  death  from 
at  least  some  narcotic  poisons,  such  as  opium,  is  anything 
elsie  than  death  from  simple  apoplexy."     (Page  669.) 

The  following  facts  of  physiology  bear  upon  this  subject : 
If  the  influence  of  the  glossopharyngeal,  pneumogastric 
and  sympathetic  nerves  be  destro3'ed  by  their  section,  the 
following  effects  are  produced  in  the  organs  which  are 
influenced  by  these  nerves  :  the  pharynx  is  supplied  bj'  the 
glossopharyngeal  ;  the  natural  stimulant  of  food  in  contact 
WMth  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx  excites  the  act 
of  deglutition,  but  if  irritated  with  the  finger  or  a  feather  a 
sensation  of  nausea  is  produced  which  may  be  sufiRcient  to 
cause  immediate  vomiting.  In  the  oesophagus  "each  suc- 
cessive portion  of  the  mucous  membrane  receives  in  turn 
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the  stimulus  ofthe  food  and  excites  instantly  its  own  muscles 
to  contraction  ;  so  that  the  food  passes  rapidly  from  one  end 
of  the  oesophagus  to  the  other  by  an  action  which  is  wholly 
reflex  in  character  and  entirely  withdrawn  from  the  con- 
trol of  the  will.  A  section  of  the  pneumogastric  or  of  its 
pharyngeal  or  oesophageal  branches  destroys,  therefore,  at 
the  same  time  the  sensibility  and  the  motive  power  of  these 
parts.  The  food  is  no  longer  conveyed  readily  to  the 
stomach,  but  accumulates  in  the  paralyzed  oesophagus  into 
which  it  is  forced  by  the  voluntar\"  movements  of  the  mouth 
and  fauces,  and  by  the  continued  action  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  pharynx.''  (Dal ton's  Physiology,  page  477.)  The 
muscular  coat  of  the  stomach  is  paralyzed  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  the  sensibility  of  its  mucous  membrane  dimin- 
ished by  section  of  the  pneumogastric.  The  pneumo- 
gastric  has  a  very  important  influence  upon  the  function  of 
the  lungs  :  its  action  is  principally  sensitive,  conveying  to 
the  medulla  oblongata  the  impression  which  originates  in 
the  lungs  from  the  accumulation  of  carbonic  acid,  and 
excites  the  respiratory  movements  by  reflex  action.  There 
may  be  observed  when  these  nerves  are  divided  :  first, 
hurried  and  difficult  respiration,  owing  to  paralysis  of  the 
vocal  chords  produced  at  the  same  time  ;  this  condition 
soon  subsides,  and  then  follows  a  marked  diminution  of  the 
frequency  of  the  movements  of  respiration.  Changes  soon 
take  place  in  the  lungs.  After  death  the  lungs  are  found 
in  a  peculiarly  solidified  state,  different  from  inflammatory 
hepatization  ;  they  are  gorged  with  blood  and  empty  of 
air. 

If  the  sympathetic  be  divided  in  the  neck,  contraction  of 
the  pupi!  of  the  eye  upon  the  corresponding  side  follows 
the  operation.  Most  important  changes  in  the  state  ofthe 
circulation  follows  section  of  this  nerve.  Immediatel}''  a 
vascular  congestion  results  in  the  corresponding  parts,  the 
j)henomena  attending  w4iich  are  peculiar,  the  quantity  of 
blood  circulating  in  the  part  is  increased,  with  greater 
rapidity  of  movement.  AU  the  vessels  of  the  part  are 
dilated,  and  more  blood  passes  through  the  capillaries  in  a 
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given  time  and  returns  through  the  veins  in  like  abundance. 
The  color  of  the  venous  return  is  brighter  red  than  normal, 
due  to  the  increased  rapidity  of  circulation ;  the  changes 
which  nutrition  effect  not  having  had  time  to  alter  com- 
pletely its  condition. 

The  efifects  produced  upon  the  secreting  glandular 
organs  by  division  of  the  sympathetic  are  of  interest  in 
this  connection.  They  are  excited  to  action  by  the  natural 
stimuli  of  food,  etc.  *'An  antagonism  appears  to  exist  in  the 
regulation  of  the  circulation  in  the  vascular  organs  between 
the  sympathetic  nerve  and  the  motor  filaments  derived 
from  the  cerebro-spinal  system.  For  if  the  branch  of  the 
chorda  tympani  which  penetrates  the  submaxillary  gland 
be  galvanized  it  produces  an  excitement  of  the  glandular 
secretion,  increased  activity  of  the  circulation,  and  a  red 
color  of  the  blood  in  the  veins.  The  division  of  this 
nerve  is  followed  by  a  contrary  result.  The  eflfects  pro- 
duced, therefore,  by  galvanization  of  the  chorda  tympani  are 
those  produced  by  division  of  the  sympathetic  ;  and  the 
efi'ects  produced  by  galvanizing  the  sympathetic  are  those 
which  follow  division  of  the  chorda  tympani. ''  (Dalton's 
Physiology,  page  5-iO.) 

CASE   OF   OPIUM   POISONING. 

A  woman,  aged  35,  married,  no  children,  unhappy  in  her 
marriage  relations,  addicted  to  drink,  had  been  deprived  of 
all  stimulants  for  some  time,  and  in  her  desire  for  drinks 
began  to  swallow  anything  that  she  thought  might  satisfy 
her  craving.  Among  other  things  she  drank  a  bottle  of 
Perry  Davis'  pain  killer,  which  contained  about  an  ounce 
and  a  half ;  opium  is  an  ingredient  of  the  compound,  but  in 
what  proportion  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out;  pro- 
bably it  is  present  in  considerable  quantity,  although  she 
may  have  got  the  poison  from  another  source,  but  of  that 
I  was  unable  to  fc^atisfy  myself.  I  was  called  at  about  10 
p.  M.  The  friends  supposed  that  the  drug  had  been  taken 
about  4  p.  M.  The  patient's  condition  upon  my  arrival  was 
as  follows :     Pupils  contracted,    respiration    slow,  pulse 
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weak  and  frequent.  She  was  being  kept  awake  with  great 
diflSculty  by  her  friends  shaking,  talking  to  her,  and  throw- 
ing cold  water  in  her  face,  etc.  I  administered  emetics 
of  Zinci  Sal.  gr.  xxx.  Pulv.  Sinapis  jii.  and  Ipecac,  pulv. 
33s.  one  after  the  other,  without  producing  an  evacuation 
of  the  stomach  or  even  causing  nausea.  To  induce  vomit- 
ing, I  swept  the  fauces  with  my  finger,  and  depressed  the 
base  of  the  tongue,  feeling  at  the  same  time — though  not 
intentionally — the  epiglottis  and  its  posterior  margin.  I 
caused  her  to  take  a  large  quantity  of  strong  coflfee  at 
frequent  intervals  during  the  night,  and  administered  Ext. 
Belladonnae  fl.  gtt.  vi.  every  hour  and  a  half,  four  doses, 
and  thought  that  after  each  dose  patient  seemed  to 
brighten  for  aw^hile,  but  would  sink  back  into  a  state  of 
almost  insensibility.  She  was  kept  roused  up,  some  one 
talking  to  and  shaking  her  when  not  walked  about,  slap- 
ping her  cheeks  with  a  wet  towel,  cold  water  applied  to 
the  head  and  kept  her  walking  about  supported  by  either 
arm,  in  a  well  ventilated  cold  room.  This  treatment  was 
continued  until  daylight,  when  she  was  well  recovered ;  I 
should  suppose  about  fourteen  hours  after  she  had  taken 
the  dose. 

The  symptoms  in  the  case, which  seem  to  show  that  the 
action  of  the  drug  had  paralyzed  the  reflex  system  of 
nerves,  are: 

1st.  Difl5cult  deglutition,  the  involuntary  reflex  portion 
of  the  act  being  deficient,  a  portion  of  the  fluid  swallowed 
regurgitated  through  the  nostrils. 

2d.  Want  of  sensibility  of  the  fauces  when  touched 
wuth  the  finger. 

3d.  Touching  the  posterior  margin  of  the  epiglottis  did 
not  cause  reflex  action. 

4th.  Insensibility  of  the  stomach  ;  the  stimulating 
emetics  given  made  no  impression. 

5th.     Slow  respiration. 

6th.     Contracted  pupils. 

7th.  Congestion  of  the  brain  may  be  assumed  to  have 
existed,  as  it  is  an  invariable  consequence  of  the  poisonous 
action  of  opium. 
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I  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  similar  eflFects  are  pro- 
duced by  the  action  of  opium,  to  those  that  are  known  to 
follow  paralysis  of  certain  nerves  by  their  division  and  by 
apoplectic  seizure. 

The  symptoms  commonly  present  in  cases  of  opium 
poisoning,  and  in  the  case  that  I  have  reported,  may  in 
this  way  be  explained. 

For  the  physiological  effects  : 

It  is  obvious  that  the  action  of  opium  suspends  reflex 
nervous  action.  If  it  become  necessary  to  quiet  the 
movements  of  the  bowels,  it  is  certainly  accomplished  by 
the  use  of  opium;  peristaltic  action  is  at  once  controlled. 

Reflex  vomiting  is  quickly  stopped  by  morphine.  In- 
cessant cough,  due  to  the  irritable  condition  of  the  throat, 
is  allayed  by  its  use.  Increased  peristalsis  of  the  stomach, 
causing  dyspepsia  by  not  allowing  the  food  to  tarry  long 
enough  for  the  necessary  digestive  changes  to  occur,  and 
producing  diarrhoea  from  the  presence  of  undigested  food 
in  tlie  intestine.^,  Is  relieved  by  the  use  of  opium  takeu  in 
small  doses  a  few  minutes  before  each  meal. 

Opium  is  of  inestimable  value  in  the  treatment  of  inflam- 
mations. I  quote  what  has  been  said  by  some  writers 
concerning  it :  *' This  drug  I  feel  sure  not  only  acts  as  a 
sedative  to  the  nervous  system  and  a  quieter  of  pain:  it  ab- 
solutely modifies  the  inflammatory  process  by  its  influence 
upon  the  nerves."  (T.  G.  Thomas,  Diseases  of  Women, 
page  226).  '*  Clinical  experience  and  sounder  pathological 
views,  however,  have  led  to  the  knowledge  of  its  great 
value  in  the  treatment  of  inflammatory  affections  wherever 
situated.  It  is  valuable  not  only  as  a  palliative,  but  as  a 
curative  remedy."  (A.  Flint,  Practice  of  Medicine,  page 
150).  *'  Opium,  therefore,  is  indicated  in  the  first  stage  of 
bronchitis,  as  it  is  in  most  acute  inflammations."  (A.  Flint, 
Practice,  page  150). 

If  my  theory  of  the  action  of  opium  upon  the  sympathe- 
tic be  correct,  the  modus  operandi  in  inflammations  is,  per- 
haps, tliat  it  prevents  stasis  from  taking  place  in  the  capil- 
laries by  accelerating  the  blood  current,  as  seen  to  follow 
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section  of  this  nervie.  It  acts  also  upon  the  sensitive  nerves, 
quieting  the  pain  which  is  caused  by  the  irritation.  Irri- 
tation of  the  nerves  will  produce  fluxion  by  relieving  the 
irritability;  tendency  of  blood  to  the  part  is  averted. 


Institutes  and  H^ractice  af  Medicine. 

Homicide— Suspected  Simulation  of  Insanity. 


BY   I.    RAY,    M.  D. 


No  matter  connected  with  insanity  makes  a  larger  draft 
on  the  resources  of  the  expert  than  the  task  of  deciding 
correctly  in  some  cases  of  suspected  simulation.  This 
might  naturally  be  expected  where  a  sane  person  is  per- 
forming his  part  with  all  the  ingenuity  and  cunning  which 
ft  life  of  criminal  habits  is  apt  to  develop,  but  the  difficulty 
IS  often  none  the  less  where  the  manifestations  are  very 
demonstrative  and  genuine  ;  and  the  reason  is,  tliat  how- 
ever these  may  conflict  with  the  results  of  one's  own 
observations,  no  one  profoundly  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  infinite  diversity  of  nature,  even  in  her  wanderings, 
will  be  in  haste  to  conclude  that  they  are,  on  that  account, 
simulated.  And  the  chances  of  reaching  a  correct  con- 
clusion are  not  increased  by  the  disposition  of  the  expert 
to  forget  that,  in  the  very  act  of  guarding  against  the 
deceptions  of  the  patient,  he  is  very  apt  to  deceive  him- 
self. To  add  to  his  embarrassments,  the  opportunities  for 
testing  the  mental  condition  may  be  very  limited,  and 
quite  unsuitable.  A  few  interviews  with  the  party  in  his 
cell,  with  such  information  as  attendants  may  give,  fur- 
nish, perhaps,  the  only  materials  with  which  he  must 
construct  his  final  opinion.  That  they  are  often  insuffi- 
cient to  warrant  any  stronger  conclusion  than  a  guess,  is 
precisely  what  might  be  expected,  and  the  fact  does  no 
discredit  to  the  sagacity  of  the  expert.  And  yet  this  Is 
not  incompatible  with  the  other  fact,  that  under  the  sur- 
veillance of  a  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  the  true  character 
of  a  suspicious  case  cannot  fail,  at  last,  of  being  correctly 
understood  by  finy  one  of  considerable  clinical  experi- 
ence and  tolerable  sagacity. 
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I  have  thought  the  following  case  worth  relating, 
because  it  presents  a  rather  unusual  combination  of  traits, 
and,  for  that  reason,  may  convey  some  useful  hints  to 
future  observers. 

In  March,  1871,  Michael  Trimbur,  with  two  or  three 
other  young  men,  was  convicted  in  one  of  the  courts  of 
Philadelphia,  of  a  heinous  outrage  upon  a  young  woman, 
and  sentenced  to  fifteen  years^  imprisonment  in  the  East- 
ern Penitentiary.  He  was  of  Irish  parentage,  about 
twenty-two  years  old,  of  rather  small  stature,  and  with  a 
countenance  indicative  neither  of  stupidity  nor  ferocity. 
The  crowded  condition  of  the  prison  rendering  it  necessary, 
to  some  extent,  to  put  two  in  a  room,  T.  and  one  of  his 
associates  in  crime  were  assigned  to  the  same  room,  with 
their  mutual  consent  and  sati section.  And  up  to  the 
last,  they  seemed  to  be  on  the  best  of  terms  with  each 
other.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  May,  1872,  when 
the  keeper  went  to  their  cell  with  their  breakfast,  Michael 
said  very  quietly  that  Webb  would  not  need  any.  On 
inquiry,  Webb  was  found  on  the  bed  quite  dead,  with  his 
head  badly  bruised.  Michael  immediately  confessed  that 
he  killed  him  while  lying  in  bed,  with  the  board  used  for 
closing  the  ventilator.  When  asked  how  it  happened,  he 
said  he  rose  early,  and  struck  Webb  on  the  head,  several' 
times,  he  making  no  resistance.  When  asked  for  his  rea- 
sons, he  admitted  that  they  had  no  quarrel,  but  said  that 
Webb  had  frequently  abused  his  (T.'s)  mother,  and  he 
would  not  allow  anybody  to  do  that.  Neither  then  nor 
subsequently,  did  he  express  any  sorrow  for  what  he  had 
done. 

Previous  to  his  trial  for  this  second  crime,  his  counsel 
requested  me  to  ascertain  his  mental  condition,  as  there 
was  some  reason  for  suspecting  that  T.  was  crazy.  The 
officers  of  the  prison  where  I  went'  for  this  purpose, 
informeil  me  that  no  indications  of  insanity  before  the 
murder  had  been  noticed  by  any  one,  and  that  they  first 
heard  of  it  some  time  afterwards.  On  being  asked  what 
they  had  heard,  I  was  told  that  on  passing  from  one  part 
of  the  prison  to  another,  he  looked  upwards  and  said  to 
the  keeper,  **0,  what  bright  thing  is  that  up  there?'' 
meaning  the  sun  ;  and  also,  that  having  made  considerable 
noise  during  the  night,  he  was  threatened  with  some 
privation  if  he  persisted  in  it,  and  accordingly  he  became 
quiet  from  that  night  forth.  The  officers  regarded  these 
two  manifestations  as  mere  make-believe,  and  had  no  faith 
in  his  pretended  insanity.     During  my  first  visit,  which 
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was  over  one  hour  long,  we  conversed  about  the  circum- 
stances of  his  two  crimes,  about  his  family,  his  education 
and  employment,  and  about  ordinary  aflFairs  and  topics  in 
which  he  might  be  supposed  to  be  interested,  and  while 
he  talked  freely,  without  the  least  reluctance,  not  a  word 
fell  from  his  lips  that  could  excite  a  suspicion  of  insanity. 
Though  not  particularly  de6cient  in  understanding,  he  had 
obviously  received  but  little  education,  had  no  regular 
employment,  and  his  social  surroundings  had  been  of  a 
pretty  low  order.  He  gave  the  same  account  of  the  mur- 
der which  he  did  at  first,  and  without  any  sign  of  regret. 
Of  the  first  offense,  he  then  and  always  subsequently, 
declared  his  innocence,  and  there  was  some  reason  to 
think  that  in  this  he  spoke  the  truth,  his  only  offense 
being  that  of  keeping  bad  company. 

A  few  days  afterwards  I  made  him  another  visit.  For 
some  fifteen  minutes  the  conversation  was  very  much  like 
that  of  the  previous  visit.  Then  he  rather  suddenly 
went  to  the  farther  side  of  his  cell,  and  took  from  a  shelf 
a  cheap  card  photograph  of  a  child,  or  young  girl,  which 
he  brought  to  me,  his  whole  manner  exhibiting  a  sort  of 
earnestness  I  had  not  observed  before.  This  he  said  was 
his  mother,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  forthwith  he  launched 
out  into  a  stream  of  talk,  consisting  of  wild,  strange, 
incongruous  notions,  connected  by  no  obvious  bond  of 
association.  In  this  jumble  of  matter,  in  uttering  which 
he  needed  no  prompting,  there  was  no  repetition  of  words 
or  phrases,  and  it  was  curious  to  see  how  a  person  who 
could  not  be  supposed  to  have  gained  much  command  of 
language,  could  vary  his  modes  of  expressing:  such  barren 
nonsense.  The  following  specimen  of  his  talk  will  give  a 
better  idea  of  it  than  any  description  possibly  can. 

"  I  give  all  of  it  to  my  mother.  Neither  is  jealous,  and 
she  shall  be  my  wife.  I  am  going  to  be  most  a  spirit. 
She  needn't  die  for  me  and  live  as  long  as  I  live.  She 
shall  have  as  much  to  do  with  everything  as  I  do.  She  is 
Mary,  the  mother.  I  am  her  third  husband — will  give 
her  my  writings.  Jesus  Christ  was  two  or  three  hundred 
when  he  died.  He  laid  right  down  and  died.  Nothing 
comes  into  this  world  with  stronger  eyes  than  I  have.  I 
have  got  to  die  for  that  person — any  strong  person,  Laza- 
rus. I  am  Lazarus.  I  am  to  have  the  strongest  eyes  in 
the  world,  the  best  hair,  the  best  of  everything.  Pret- 
tiest man  that  ever  was  born — made  of  the  best  stuff. 
Miss  Wills  was  Moses'  second  wife.  Mary,  the  mother  of 
Jesus,  is  to  be  my  wife." 


588  Institutes  and  Practice  op  Medicine. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  two  months  I  visited  him 
twice,  and  obtained  only  a  repetition  of  the  same  sort  of 
discourse  and  behavior  ;  and  these  were  the  materials,  in 
connection  with  the  facts  already  mentioned,  derived 
from  the  officers  of  the  prison,  out  of  which  I  was  to  form 
my  opinion  respecting  the  prisoner's  mental  condition  ; 
and  the  task  was  not  an  easy  one. 

Unquestionably,  his  exclamation  about  the  sun  was  sim- 
ulation. In  no  form  of  mental  disease  with  which  he 
could  possibly  have  been  affected,  can  we  suppose  sudh  a 
lesion  of  the  mental  faculties  as  that  would  imply.  He 
was  not  demented  ;  he  was  not  raving  ;  he  had  no  hallu- 
cinations. His  perceptive  powers  were  neither  weakened 
nor  perverted  ;  and  it  was  the  only  instance  of  the  kind. 
This  fact  raised  the  suspicion  of  simulation  in  regard  to 
all  his  crazy  manifestations,  some  of  which,  certainly', 
were  not  calculated  to  remove  that  suspicion,  though  none 
were  obviously  incompatible  with  insanity.  The  entire 
correctness  of  his  discourse  in  the  first  interview,  the 
abruptness  of  the  transition  into  a  stream  of  wild  and 
whirling  words,  and  the  peculiar  character  of  the  thoughts 
they  conveyed,  produced  a  first  impression  not  very  fav- 
orable to  a  conviction  of  his  honesty.  The  last  mentioned 
trait  seemed  indicative  of  a  low  grade  of  dementia  more 
than  any  other  form  of  insanity,  and  this  seemed  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  clearness  and  vigor  of  the  rest  of 
his  discourse.  During  my  first  visit  he  was  not  aware  of 
my  function  or  purpose,  but  at  my  subsequent  interviews 
he  knew,  at  least,  that  I  was  a  physician.  This  fact,  too, 
was  a  ground  of  suspicion,  stronger  to  others,  probably, 
than  to  myself.  So  far  then  the  tendency  of  his  manifes- 
tations favored  the  theory  of  simulation. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  mature  consideration  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  convinced  me  that  they  pre- 
sented nothing  incompatible,  necessarily,  with  the  exist- 
ence of  real  insanity.  Men  who  have  been  much  conver- 
sant with  the  insane  in  hospitals — not  meaning  those  whose 
knowledge  consists  in  having  seen  many  thousand  patients 
— need  not  be  told  that  sometimes,  for  one  purpose  or 
anotlier,  they  make  a  show  of  being  more  crazy  than  they 
really  are.  They  see  what  is  going  on  around  them,  and 
if  not  too  much  occupied  with  their  own  condition,  they 
need  only  a  little  power  of  mimicry  and  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment, to  imitate  it.  In  one  of  our  regular  hospitals — many 
years  ago,  thank  God — it  was  one  of  the  customary  per- 
formances for  the  entertainment  of  visitors,  to  show  off  a 
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big,  double-fisted,  unkempt,  unshorn  patient,  acting  the 
role  of  the  furious  madman.  And  he  did  it,  if  not  very 
correctly,  yet  well  enough  to  excite  the  applause  of  the 
lookers  on. 

Many  insane  do  certain  things  as  well  as  they  ever  did  ; 
they  plan,  contrive,  anticipate,  in  furtherance  of  a  special 
purpose.  There  is  nothing  strange  or  anomalous,  therefore, 
in  the  fi\ct  of  their  endeavoring  to  act  the  madman  ;  of 
course,  in  a  phase  of  the  disease  different  from  that  which 
they  really  exhibit.  The  criminal  classes,  to  which  most 
of  these  simulators  belong,  know  as  well  as  everybody  else,^ 
that  the  plea  of  insanity  is  one  of  the  dodges  whereby 
people  now  escape  the  punishment  of  their  crimes,  and 
they  may  not  forget  it,  nor  neglect  to  act  accordingly,  when 
they  become  insane  themselves.  It  may  seem,  at  first 
glance,  a  work  of  supererogation  for  a  man  obviously 
insane  to  endeavor  to  impress  others  with  the  belief  that 
he  is  the  subject  of  another  and  even  a  very  different  kind 
of  insanity.  The  mystery  vanishes  when  we  consider  that, 
usually,  no  insane  person  thinks  himself  to  be  insane, 
believing  as  they  do,  with  extraordinary  tenacity,  that  the 
delusions  they  entertain  are  gospel  truths  ;  while  the  folly 
of  their  actions  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  occasion,  and  both  the  delusions  and  the  folly 
indicative,  as  the}'  think,  of  the  soundest  reason.  For  the 
purpose  in  view,  therefore,  the  role  of  the  simulator  is  as 
necessary  to  them  as  to  others.  Thus,  Trimbur  being 
unconscious  of  his  own  real  insanity,  but  with  mind  enough 
to  understand  his  situation,  and  to  remember  what  he  had 
heard  about  insanity  in  connection  with  crime,  concluded 
to  make  a  show  of  being  craz}'. 

I  have  said  that  the  style  of  his  discourse  resembled  that 
of  dementia — a  form  of  disease  not  to  have  been  expected 
under  the  circumstances — and  therefore  suspicious.  Unu- 
sual, such  a  plienomenon  certainly  is,  but  1  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  it  is  conclusive  proof  of  simuhition.  We 
must  be  cautious  how  we  consider  the  experience  of  any 
individual  in  so  vast  a  field  as  the  aberrations  of  the  human 
mind,  as  having  comprised  every  form  and  shape  which 
tliey  can  possibly  take.  The  larger  our  experience,  the 
more  are  we  impressed  with  the  infinite  diversity  of  nature, 
oven  in  the  domain  of  mental  pathology,  and  all,  too,  under 
the  control  of  inflexible  law.  A  closer  observation  of  the 
prisoner  might  have  revealed  some  connecting  links 
between  the  sound  and  unsound  trains  of  thought,  which 
would  have  rendered  the  contrast  less  extraordinary. 
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A^ain,  it  was  a  very  significant  fact  in  regard  to  bia 
mental  movements,  that  the  perceptive  faculties  exhibited 
no  aberration  whatever,  except  the  single  instance  first 
mentioned*  Questions  involving  relations  of  time,  space, 
distance,  &c.,  were  always  correctly  answered,  and  indeed, 
in  regard  to  all  ordinary  matters,  clearly  beyonti  the  sphere 
of  his  wild  notions,  there  was  not  a  sign  of  derangement, 
real  or  pretended.  Thus  he  abstained  altogether  from  the 
dodge — ^if  I  may  use  the  term  in  Heu  of  a  better — which 
naturally  presents  itself  to  the  simulator.  His  object  is  to 
make  an  impression,  and  he  chooses,  therefore,  the  strong- 
est and  least  mistakable  manifestations  of  disease — such  as 
will  be  known  at  once  to  all  men.  He  says,  perhaps,  that 
be  is  a  hundred  years  old  ;  that  a  place  near  by  is  a  dozen 
miles  oil  ;  that  he  knows  not  at  all,  persons  with  whom  he 
has  been  intimate  all  his  life  ;  and  in  short,  he  misrepre- 
sents  the  simplest  matters  of  fact  that  happened  under  his 
observation.  Ho  may  not  show  this  trait  in  every  parti- 
cular, because  he  may  be  afraid  of  over-acting  his  part,  nnd 
think  his  purpose  better  answered  by  holding  up  occasion* 
ally,  but  he  will  not  entirely  abstain  from  using  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  allorded  for  nudilng  an  impression. 

It  mnst  bo  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  the  simulator's  pur- 
pose— the  part  he  has  undertakou  to  perform — to  appear 
insane,  and  cousecpiently  ho  is  cnrefnl  not  to  appear  sane, 
especially  on  occasions  when  his  ends  would  be  furthered 
by  a  successful  imitation.  He  even  lays  plans  for  obtruding 
his  mental  disorder  on  the  notice  of  the  observer,  though 
exercising  all  his  ingenuity,  per  hups,  to  conceul  his  design. 
It  is  not  ver}^  likely,  therefore,  that  Trimbnr,  if  he  had 
shrewdness  enough  to  undertuke  the  tusk  of  convincing 
others  that  he  was  actually  insane,  would  have  allowed  our 
first  interview  to  puss  witliout  the  slightest  attempt  in  that 
direction*  He  might  not  have  suspected  my  purpose  pre- 
cisely, but  lie  could  scarcely  liave  helped  sut^pecting  that  I 
had  some  purpose.  Accompanied  as  I  was,  by  the  physi- 
cian of  the  prison,  by  his  keeper,  and  part  of  the  time  by 
one  of  the  officers,  it  was  an  opportntirty  he  would  have 
been  only  too  glad  to  use.  ludeed,  with  the  exceptitma 
alvove  mentioned,  it  did  not  appear  that  he  exhibited  any 
si^-n  of  itjsanity,  simulated  or  otherwise,  to  nny  officer  of 
the  prison. 

It  is  a  circumstance  also  worth  considering,  that  in  his 
Btatements  respecting  the  murder,  when  first  discovered. 
and  liefore  he  was  likely  to  liave  forme  1  any  phui  of  simu- 
lation, he  made  no  attempt  to  palliate  the  deetl,  as  a  mine 
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man  probably  woukl.  He  ne%^er  pretended  that  there  was 
any  sudden  quarrel  between  him  and  bis  companion,  that 
the  latter  provoked  and  assaulted  him,  and  that  he  acted 
in  self  deience*  Calmly  and  quietly  be  declared  that  he 
killed  him  while  lying  in  bed  asleep,  because  he  had  abused 
his  raotber. 

We  are  glad  to  bear  in  mind  that^  on  any  question  of 
Bim illation,  we  are  to  take  into  account  the  moral,  intellec- 
tual, and  social  character  of  the  party.  A  skillful  attempt 
implies  some  knowledge  of  men  and  thing?,  some  notions, 
however  crude,  about  insanity,  some  power  of  mimicry, 
and  great  tenacity  of  purpose*  Motst  simulators  have 
picked  up  from  books  or  personal  observation  some  ideas 
of  how  inij:ane  people  act  and  talk  j  and  sometimes  a  know- 
ledge of  their  antecedents  will  show  the  particular  model 
on  which  their  imitation  is  founded.  Now  no  mortal  could 
have  been  less  qualified  fur  acting  the  simulator  of  insanity 
than  Trirabur.  He  was  young,  not  very  bright,  with  little 
educatioui  his  knowledge  of  the  world  was  Umited  to  a 
particular  locality,  abounding  in  the  rough  and  rowdy 
element,  and  he  probably  bad  never  seen  an  insane  person 
in  all  his  life.  I  found  it  diflicult  to  believe  that  a  person 
with  such  a  record,  could,  by  pure  force  of  invention, 
achieve  a  jumble  of  thoughts  so  nearly  resembling  the 
utterances  of  the  insane-  And  in  recording  them,  as  in 
the  specimen  above  giveOi  I  found  it  impossible  to  follow 
him  so  rapidly  as  to  get  the  vague,  broken,  indistinct,  half 
uttered  expressions  marking  the  transitions  from  one  defi- 
nite thouglit  to  another^  and  of  which  only  those  familiar 
with  the  msane  can  have  any  adequate  couceptif)n. 

Here  then  were  the  reasons  for  and  agaiunt  the  theory" 

of  deception,  and  had  no  attempt  to  deceive  been  made, 

as  I  was  obliged  to  think  there  had,  I  shouM  not  have 

hesitated  to  believe  him  truly  insane.     As  it  wa^,  they 

greatly  preponderated,  but  so  long  as  there  was  wanting 

ithat  test  furnished   by  a  moro  close  and  continuous  obser* 

l^ntion  of  discourse,  deportment,  manneri^,  freaks  and  fan- 

Icies,  than  is  implied  in  an  occat^ionah  formal  interview,  when 

fthe  person  is  controlled  and  restrained  by  the  presence  of 

a  stranger,  and  if  actually  attempting  to  deceive,  summons 

all  liis  resources  for  the  occasion — ?nch  an  observation  a& 

he  would  undergo  in  the  wards  of  a  Hospital!  for  the  Insane 

— ^I  was  not  ready  to  relinquish  every  doubt.     Ho\^ever 

strong  the  presumption  in  fuvi>r  of  the  priKomM-,  complete 

confidence  was  unwarranted  under  the  circumstances.    And 

80  on  the  trial,  in  September,  1872,  I  testified  that  while 
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the  prisoner  bad  every  appearance  of  being  insane,  be 
might  possibly  be  simnlatiijg»  and  that  I  had  not  had  such 
opportunities  for  testing  his  mental  condition  as  were 
needed  for  forming  a  certain  conchision.  He  was  convicted 
of  murder  in  the  second  degree,  but  his  counsel  applied 
for  a  new  tritd,  which,  after  con^^iderable  delay,  was  granted. 
On  the  14th  of  November,  1873,  be  was  tried  again,  and 
acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity;  the  medical  officers, 
and  others  connected  with  the  prison^  had  become  so 
strongly  convinced  of  his  insanity  that  their  opinion  was 
readily  accepted  by  the  jury. 

In  May  hist  I  visited  Trimbur  in  the  jail.  He  had 
grown  more  stout  in  body,  and  more  stolid  in  look.  The 
keepers  told  me  lie  had  been  uniformly  quiet  and  well 
behaved,  and  neither  exalted  or  depressed.  He  was  as 
ready  to  talk  as  ever,  and  his  talk  was  the  same  sort  of 
jargon  that  1  heard  before.  He  spoke  occasionally  of  the 
V  irgin  Mary,  though  less  of  her  being  his  wife  or  mother; 
but  his  favorite  topic  was  the  excursions  he  frequently 
made  into  various  purts  of  the  city.  Among  those  who 
came  to  his  cell  at  one  time  or  another,  and  took  him  out, 
he  mentioned  General  Washington^  General  Grant,  Adam 
Sharpe,  Mr.  Down,  **or  some  one  ]ust  as  they  are  sent  from 
Heaven  or  court.  The  Virgin  Mary  sometimes  because 
she  is  my  aunt/-  When  asked  what  he  did  when  out,  he 
replied  that  he  kept  a  shop  and  sold  things  ;  and  again  to 
the  same  question^  he  replied,  ''you  must  do  something  to 
help  Philadelphia.^'  Running  on  in  his  way,  he  said, 
''Those  people  all  are  mixed  up.  all  help  get  the  world  in 
order.  Witeu  they  get  arrested,  I  make  it  very  easy  for 
them;  I  would  like  to  got  out  of  prison.  Most  all  of  them  is  in 
use — the  best  of  tliem.  Most  in  prison  dou^t  get  out,"  The 
indistinct  utterances,  the  i  ambling  undertones  interspersed 
among  the  more  definite  expressions,  so  characteristic  of 
insanity,  it  is  beyond  my  power  to  give.  Again  about  the 
middle  of  August,  I  visited  Trimbur  and  found  no  change 
in  his  munifcbtutions.  If  stopped  in  the  midst  of  his  jar- 
gon, and  asked  how  old  he  was,  how  many  brothers  and 
sisters  he  had,  his  moiher^s  maiden  name,  how  far  it  was 
from  a  certain  locality  to  a  certain  other,  the  names  of 
some  old  a.-^sociate,  the  answers  were  correctly  given. 

About  this  time  I  first  heard  of  an  incident  which,  had  I 
known  it  in  the  beginning,  might  have  removed  my  doubts 
respecting  the  true  chsu'acter  of  the  cnse.  It  seems  that  a 
week  or  two  before  the  murder,  Trimbur  was  visited  by 
his  mother,  who  came  away  greatly  distressed,  saying  to 
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one  of  the  keepers,  that  her  son  talked  very  strangely, 
as  he  had  never  talked  before,  and  she'  was  afraid  he  was 
getting  crazy. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  related,  justifies  me,  I 
think,  in  drawing  the  following  conclusions,  viz  :  first,  that 
Trimbur  is  now  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  homicide,  really 
insane  ;  secondly,  that  apprehending  the  consequences  of 
the  act,  he  concluded  to  simulate  the  disease  of  which  he 
was  already  the  unconscious  subject ;  and  thirdly,  that 
finding  it  produced  no  impression,  or  that  his  powers  of 
deception  were  unequal  to  the  task,  he  abandoned  the 
attempt  after  one  or  two  trials. 

The  above  narrative  furnishes  a  strong  illustration  of 
the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  such  cases  in  penitentiaries 
and  jails.  No  one  practically  acquainted  with  the  ways  of 
the  insane  need  be  told  that  such  institutions  furnish  very 
inadequate  opportunities  for  ascertaining  the  real  mental 
condition  of  a  prisoner  suspected  of  feigning  insanity.  So 
far  as  it  is  confined  to  the  manifestations  during  a  special 
interview,  he  may  escape  detection,  because  he  is  fairly 
pitted  against  the  expert,  and  the  trial  of  his  powers  is 
very  brief.  In  a  hospital,  on  the  contrary,  he  is  observed 
much  of  the  time,  in  every  variety  of  circumstances,  and  lia- 
ble at  any  time  to  be  watched  when  he  least  suspects  it. 
His  manners,  gestures,  looks,  habits,  temper,  conversation, 
may  yield  revelations  more  satisfactory  than  the  wildest 
utterances  ;  and  the  show  of  disease  so  well  maintained  by 
a  careful  and  special  eff'ort,  is  constantly  liable,  under  the 
influence  of  familiar  circumstances,  to  slide  into  a  natural 
deportment.  For  lack  of  any  opportunity  of  this  kind,  I 
was  obliged  to  withhold  a  positive  opinion,  notwithstand- 
ing my  strong  impression  that  I  was  dealing  with  a  case  of 
genuine  insanity.  As  it  happened,  no  harm  was  done,  for 
the  court,  understanding  the  situation,  purposely  forbore 
to  press  the  hearing  fur  a  new  trial,  the  prisoner  in  the 
meantime  becoming  so  obviously  insane,  that  his  acquittal 
was  not  resisted  by  the  District  Attorney.  Every  court, 
however,  is  not  so  considerate,  and  we  can  easily  believe 
that  in  some  partsof  our  country  Trimbur  would  have  been 
summarily  hanged. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  opportunity  should  always 
be  furnished  somehow,  for  subjecting  such  cases  to  a  kind 
of  examination  long  enough  and  close  enough  to  remove 
every  doubt.  Some  of  them  surely  might  be  satisfac- 
torily investigated  even  in  the  prisons,  if  the  physicians 
attached  to  those  institutions  had  some  practical  knowledge 
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of  the  disease,  and  it  were  made  their  duty,  as  it  never 
13  now,  to  examine  into  their  mental  condition,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  an  opinion  on  the  trial.  Why 
should  it  not  be  an  indispensable  qualification  for  the 
office,  that  they  should  be  familiar  enough  with  mental 
afieetiona  to  entitle  their  opinions  to  some  degree  of 
respect  ? — American  Journal  of  Insanity* 


Helmholtz's  Treatment  in  Hay  Fever, 


Professor  Binz,  of  Bonn,  writes  to  Nature  that  from  what 
he  has  observed  of  recent  English  publications  on  the 
subject  of  hay  fever,  he  is  led  to  suppose  that  the  English 
authorities  are  not  accurately  acquainted  with  the  discovery 
of  Professor  Helmholtz  in  1868,  toat  certain  uncommon  low 
organisms  are  present  in  the  nasal  secretions  in  tliis  com- 
plaint, and  that  quinine  arrests  their  action.  Professor 
Helmholtz  bad  been  subject  to  this  disease  since  1847,  and 
from  the  fact  that  the  attack  always  commences  in  his  case 
between  May  20th  and  the  end  of  June,  be  was  led  to  the 
suspicion  that  organisms  might  be  the  cause  of  the  mischief* 
Examination  with  the  immersion  lens  of  a  very  good 
microscope,  proved  the  presence  of  vibrio-like  bodies. 
which  be  could  never  find  at  other  seasons  in  the  nasal 
secretions.  Remembering  the  poisonous  action  of  quinine 
upon  infusoria,  he  made  a  weak  neutral  solution  of  sul- 
phate of  ijuinine,  containing  one  part  of  the  salt  to  eight 
hundred  of  water.  This  was  elTective  enough,  and  caused 
moderate  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane.  Lying  flat 
upon  his  back,  he  poured  from  a  pipette  about  four  cubic 
centimetres  into  the  nostrilri,  turning  bis  head  about  in 
order  to  let  the  liquid  flow  iu  all  directions.  This  produced 
the  desired  eifect.  He  could  expose  himself  to  the  sun 
without  bringing  on  the  fits  of  sneezing  and  the  other  dis* 
agreeable  symptoms  ;  and  it  was  sufficient  to  repeat  the 
treatment  three  times  a  day  even  under  the  most  unfavor* 
able  circumstances.  One  treatment  a  day  is  enough  if  he 
goes  out  only  in  the  evening.  No  vibrios  are  then  found 
in  tlj6  secretion.  After  treatment  for  some  days  the 
ej^mptoms  disappear  completely,  but  the  treatment  must  be 
kept  up  until  the  end  of  the  time  during  which  the  itttack 
would  ordinarily  make  its  a|)pearance.  In  Professor  Helm- 
holtz's  case  this  is,  as  before  said,  between  May  20tli  and 
June  *i^\h.— Galaxy, 
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BY  W.   W.   GODDING,  M.D. 


The  vagaries  of  lunacy,  the  varying  phases  of  menta' 
delusioDi  are  interesting  enough  as  a  diversion,  but  are  of 
very  little  concern   to  the  practitioner.      That  "It  ha® 

E leased  God  to  form  poor  Ned  a  thing  o!  idiot  mind*' 
ardly  arrests  our  passing  wonder  why  he  made  him  at  all ; 
but  the  question,  What  can  I  do  with  puerperal  insanity? 
I  may  any  Ijour  in  the  day  become  a  practical  one  to  be 
decided  by  any  one  of  us.  Given  the  case;  what  will  you 
do  with  it  ?  Cases  of  puerperal  mania,  io  the  great  majority 
of  instances,  either  die  within  the  first  two  or  three  weeks 
from  exhaustion  with  typhoid  symptoms,  ur  recover  some- 
what rapidly,  the  excitement  subsiding  at  the  end  of  a  few 
days  or  weeks,  rarely  continuing  mouths.  The  exceptional 
>case«  neitbor  die  nor  recover,  but  pass  into  chronic  de- 
amentia*  In  the  onset  of  the  disease  there  are  usually  some 
slight  premonitions  of  a  wandering  mind,  but  the  nurse 
does  not  always  remark  them,  and  the  explosion  follows  so 
soon  that  an  outbreak  of  violence  or  destructiveness  or 
obscenity  may  be  the  first  intiumtion  of  what  has  happened. 
You  find  your  patient  up,  walking  about  the  room,  or  held 
in  bod  by  two  or  three  strong  women,  or,  it  may  be,  she  is 
lying  still,  tearing  her  clothes,  swearing,  or  pouring  oat  a 
stream  of  obscenity  so  foul  that  you  wonder  how  in  her 
heart  of  hearts  such  phrases  ever  found  lodgment.  Now, 
what  will  you  do  with  her?  Many  answer  by  promptly 
sending  the  case  to  a  hospital,  which  I  have  no  doubt  is 
very  often  the  best  and  only  thin^  that  can  be  done,  though 
I  have  wondered  if  my  considerable  experience  with 
typhoid  exhaustion  had  any  connection  wnth  thiii  prompt* 
ness.  It  is  certainly  to  be  gravely  considered  whether  in 
the  first  few  days  after  confinement,  the  risk  of  removal  to 
a  hospital  at  any  considerable  distance  does  not  more  than 
counterbalance  any  possible  greater  benefit  to  be  derived 
Ifrom  hospital  treatment.  Consider,  too,  before  you  send 
to  the  liospital,  that  that  is  a  step  which,  once  taken,  can 
never  be  recalled  out  of  her  life.  Treat  the  case  at  homo, 
and  should  it  terminate  forhmatelVt  the  excitement  subsid- 
ing in  a  short  time,  the  memory  of  it  in  the  in\w\^  of  friends 
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will  be  of  a  Bickness  with  some  deliriiTiu,  a  little  queer,  as 
women  often  are  after  confinement.  Send  to  the  bospital^ 
and,  though  the  recovery  is  rapid  and  satisfjictory,  and  tL© 
womnii  herself  has  rather  n  pleasant  recollection  of  her 
convaleFcence,  as  is  generally  ttie  case  when  the  recover^' 
is  complete,  still  she  has  been  insane,  and  this  is  never  for* 
gotten  by  her  friends  or  her  children  ;  henceforward  there 
is  a  certain  dread  of  what  may  be  in  the  future,  a  skeletou 
in  the  closet,  not  mentioned  but  always  there. 

So,  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  patient  justi- 
fying, you  decide  to  attempt  the  treatment  at  home.  You 
want  good  nurses  who  will  not  gossip,  and  who  are  not 
afraid.  The  points  to  be  gained  are  rest  in  bed,  sleeps 
nutrition.  But  yonr  patient  will  not  stay  in  bed :  then 
make  her  do  so.  Do  not  wear  out  her  etrengtli  and  the 
patience  of  your  nurses ;  provide  a  strong  brown  linea 
waist,  made  full  in  the  bosom,  fastening  behind,  with  the 
sleeves  closed  at  the  end  and  prolonged  a  yard  beyond  the 
hands,  then  you  have  something  soft  and  strong  that  can  be 
tied  together  behind  the  back  ;  sometimes  you  will  not 
need  to  keep  it  tied  ;  sometimes,  even  when  tied,  she  w^ill 
keep  struggling  out  of  bed,  and  it  is  a  constant  exertioD  for 
the  nurse  to  keep  her  in  ;  then  pass  sheets  under  the  arms 
and  lash  her  tu  the  bed.  Have  no  nonsense  about  the  looks 
of  the  thing;  here  is  one  of  the  cases  where  '*the  life  is 
more  than  raiment."  Remember,  it  is  a  woman's  exist- 
ence you  are  trying  to  save,  that  typhoid  exhaustion  is 
waiting  for  you  if  you  let  her  wear  out  her  strength.  Per- 
haps when  fairly  secured  in  bod  she  will  go  to  sleep  ;  that 
is  the  best  possible  result  if  it  comes  without  hypnolica  ; 
if  not,  perhaps  food  will  bring  it.  There  is  an  imperative 
demand  for  a  good  supply  of  easily  assimilated  nourishment. 
The  patient  usually  takes  it  irregularly,  but  tact  on  the 
part  of  the  nurse  will  generally  insure  its  being  taken  with* 
out  enforced  feeding.  Milk  I  have  found  about  as  well  taken 
as  anything,  which  reminds  me  to  say  here,  entirely  out  of 
connection,  that  you  need  have  little  concern  about  the 
milk  in  the  breasts  ;  a  broken  breast  is  the  rarest  event  in 
puerperal  mania  ;  conservative  nature  closes  this  drain  on 
the  system  at  once  without  your  interference. 

But  you  do  not  get  sleep  with  the  administration  of  food^ 
or  from  the  horizontal  position  in  bed  ;  what  then?  You 
have  bromide  of  potassium,  chloral  hydrate,  morphia, 
including  subcutaneous  injections  of  the  latter.  1  would 
try  them  in  full  doses  in  the  order  I  have  named.  If  they 
succeed,  and  they  often  will,  partially  at  least,  well  j  if  not> 
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do  not  overpower  the  strength  by  cumulative  doses  of  nar- 
cotics, they  will  not  generally  give  what  you  are  seeking  ; 
but  darken  your  room,  keep  your  nurses  back,  maintain  the 
horizontal  position,  and  dare  to  wait.  It  is  wonderful  how 
long  sometimes  the  insane  will  live  without  sleep,  and  still 
recover.  Watch  the  strength  ;  if  that  keeps  up,  and  the 
tongue  and  mouth  are  not  very  dry,  food  is  better  than 
stimulants.  You  will  not,  however,  send  away  all  the- 
brandy  simply  because  the  woman  has  recently  been  con- 
fined. Milk  punch  will  sometimes  give  the  sleep  you  are 
seeking.  Convalescence  will  not  necessarily  follow  sleep  ;. 
sometimes  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  sleep  from  the  start,, 
but  the  excitement  goes  on.  In  most  of  these  cases  I  have 
considerable  faith  in  bromide  of  potassium,  in  doses  of 
twenty  grains,  three  times  daily.  I  often  give  it  with  com- 
pound tincture  of  cinchona  where  there  is  lack  of  strength. 

After  you  get  the  sleep,  remember  that  a  little  time  is 
almost  always  needed  before  much  or  any  improvement 
appears ;  but  no  improvement  showing  after  several  days, 
you  may  then  fairly  feel  that  it  is  better  to  send  to  the  hos- 
pital. Then  state  fo  the  friends  that  the  case  is  likely  to 
be  of  some  weeks'  continuance,  and  when  decided  to  remove, 
the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  Your  patient  can  probably 
travel  with  less  risk  than  a  w6ek  earlier,  and  you  will  have 
the  consolation  of  having  given  the  case  a  fair  trial  at 
home,  and  in  many  cases  will,  I  ihink,  have  the  saiisfaction 
of  seeing  it  recover  there. — Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  October,  1874. 


Case  of  Double  Uterus  and  Vagina— Division  of 
Vaginal  Septum. 


BY  EUGENE   C.   OEHRUNO,   M.D. 


M.  B.,  single,  aged  17  years,  menstruated  for  the  first 
time  about  the  age  of  11  years.  She  consulted  me  Febru- 
ary 9th,  1874,  for  a  menorrhagic  dysmenorrhea  and  profuse 
leucorrhea,  which  weakened  her  greatly.  She  also  com- 
plained of  habitual  constipation  and  the  passage  of  coagula 
towards  the  close  of  menstruation,  and  also  of  pelvic,  abdo- 
minal, and  thoracic  pains. 

Miss  B.  was  previously  under  the  treatment  of  a  number 
of  both  regular  and  irregular  practitioners,  each  of  whom 
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fave  a  different  opinion  of  her  case.    She  received  no 
enefit  whatever  from  their  treatment. 

By  a  digital  examination  through  a  narrow  hymen — 
which  scarcely  admitted  my  index-finger — I  found  a  small 
cervix,  continuous  with  a  small  and  hard  body,  beyond  and 
to  the  left  of  the  vaginal  wall.  My  first  impression  was 
that  I  had  to  deal  with  a  left  latero-fiexion  of  an  atrophied 
womb.  The  same  impression  was  convej'ed  to  the  finger 
by  rectal  touch  ;  but,  on  reaching  higher  up,  two  simUar 
but  larger  bodies  were  found  in  continuity  with  the  former, 
and  arching  right  and  left  with  a  large  sulcus  between 
them.  I  diagnosed  double  uterus.  The  whole  organ  was 
retroverted,  and  tlie  left  cornu  was  found  to  lean  heavily 
against  the  rectum.  Searching  for  a  second  vaginal  aper- 
ture I  soon  discovered  a  small  fold  of  tissue  at  the  site  of 
the  left  portion  of  the  hymen,  into  which  a  sound  was 
passed,  and  with  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand  in  the 
right  vaginal  division,  I  proved  that  the  septum  was  intact 
up  to  the  ossa.  On  substitution — with  some  difficulty — of 
the  middle  finger  of  the  same  hand  for  the  sound,  I  found 
that  on  each  finger  I  could  balance  a  complete  and  isolated 
neck,  with  a  perfect  septum  between  the  fingers.  The 
septum  measured  from  one-eighth  to  three-sixteenths  of  an 
inch  in  thickness,  and  each  cervix  had  a  diameter  of  about 
half  an  inch.  Probes  were  passed  into  both  wombs  to  a 
distance  of  an  inch  and  a  half,  but  could  not  be  brought 
into  contact ;  on  the  contrary,  they  diverged. 

The  point  of  union  of  the  two  uteri  does  not  exceed  half 
an  inch  in  diameter  ;  their  length  is  about  two  inches,  and 
the  diameter  of  the  body  of  each  is  only  about  six-eighths 
of  an  inch.  Vaginismus  was  present  to  such  a  degree  that 
examinations  or  attempts  at  treatment  caused  spasmodic 
pains  for  several  days.  The  vaginal  septum  required  divi- 
sion for  the  following  reasons  : 

1st.     To  remove  the  vaginismus. 

2d.  To  remove  the  cause  of  the  formation  of  the  above- 
mentioned  coagula  ;  and, 

3d.  For  the  purpose  of  cleanliness,  and  especially  the 
application  of  a  pessary  to  correct  the  displacement. 

I  therefore  proposed  the  division,  which  proposition  was 
readily  accepted  and  urged  by  Miss.  B.  and  her  parents. 
Consequently  I  operated  on  the  2d  of  June,  assisted  by 
my  friends  Drs.  R.  G.  Buckingham  and  W.  R.Whitehead. 

Operation — After  complete  etherization  the  patient  was 
placed  in  the  left  semiprone  position  of  Sims,  and  a  Sims 
speculum  introduced  into  the  right  vagina.     Traction  on 
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the  speculum  made  both  vaginal  apertures  gape,  and  with 
a  pair  of  long  straight  scissors,  the  septum  was  carefully 
cut.  After  reaching  the  cervices,  the  scissors  were  turned 
towards  the  Douglas  cul-de-3ac,  and  about  half  an  inch 
more  of  the  septum — which  was  prolonged  in  that  direc- 
tion— divided.  There  was  no  bleeding,  beyond  a  little 
oozing.  Two  small  but  completely  formed  cervices  uteri, 
each  with  a  plainly  perceptible  os,  were  now  exposed  to 
view.  At  a  subsequent  examination  during  menstruation 
blood  was  seen  to  issue  from  each  os. 

After-treatment  and  Result — The  patient  was  directed  to 
remain  q[uiet  for  a  few  days,  to  use  twice  daily  an  injec- 
tion of  a  weak  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash.  The 
redundant  tissue  of  the  divided  septum  rapidly  disap- 
peared, and  at  the  present  date  there  is  only  a  cicatricial 
elevation  to  be  found  at  the  lines  of  insertion  of  the 
former  septum.  By  the  use  of  a  pessary  ^a  modification 
of  Hodges  closed  lever),  the  retroversion  was  soon 
corrected,  and  the  patient  has  had  since  a  daily  natural 
stool.  Besides  this,  the  pessary  had  the  advantage  of 
preventing  reunion  at  the  upper  angle  of  the  cicatrix — if 
there  was  any  tendency  to  that  present.  A  few  mild  appli- 
cations to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervices  and  vagina 
soon  arrested  the  leucorrheal  discharge.  Dysmenorrhea 
ceased,  the  quantity  of  menstrual  discharge  has  become 
normal,  and  no  coagula  have  made  their  appearance  at  her 
menstrual  period  since  the  operation.  In  short.  Miss  B. 
is  now  injoerfect  health — American  Journal  of  tlie  Medical 
Sciences,  October,  1874. 


Sponge-Tent  in  Epistaxis. 


Dr.  James  Young  {British  Medical  Journal  May  17, 1873) 
recommends  the  use  of  sponge-tent  in  cases  oi  bleeding 
from  the  nose,  and  gives  the  following  method  of  prepara- 
tion :  "  Have  a  long  piece  of  fine  sponge,  dipped  in  a 
solution  of  gum,  compressed  with  twine,  dried  ;  and,  after 
the  twine  has  been  unrolled,  the  sponge,  is  thickly  coated 
over  with  the  white  wax.  This  is  easily  passed  along  the  floor 
of  the  nostril,  leaving  a  piece  of  red  tape  for  extraction. 
The  tent  may  remain  for  six  hours,  ana  must  be  gently 
rotated  before  extraction,  to  prevent  fresh  hemorrhage." 
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Abstract  from  tlie  Beports  of  Deaths  and  their  Oaxises  in  the  following 
Oities  and  Towns  in  Oalifomia,  daring  August,  1874. 
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S.  r,  B'd  of  Hettlth- 
Sac.  B'd  of  Health.     • 
Dt,  0.  W.  GraT©«, 
Dr.  A.  H.  Pratt. 
Stockton  B'd  He&UK 
Dr,  A.  B.  CaJdwelL 
Dr.  E.  A.  KanklOT. 
Dr.  T.  C.  Stockton, 
Dr.  J.  M,  Vcmod. 
Dr.  H.  S.  Orme. 
Dr.  Wm.Curlesa. 
Dr.  a  P,  A.  NlckelL 
Dr.  M.  B.  Pond. 
Dr.  W.  W,  Roaft. 
Dr.  S.  Lyons* 
Dr.  U.  L,  Andf^non. 
Dr.  S.  D.  CampbelL 
Dr.  Luke  Robinaon. 
Df,  J.  C.  Montague. 
Dr.  C.  B,  Bates. 
Dr.  C.  A.  Kirk  Patrick. 
Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson, 
Dr.  A.  S.  Dnboia. 
Dr.  M.  Baker. 
Dr.  Daniel  Ream. 
Dr.  J,  J.  Sawyer. 
Dr.  Alemby  Jump. 
Dr.  J.  Bradford  Ck>i, 
Dr.  J.  L.  Jackaon* 
Dr,  Nichols, 
Dr.  L.  F.  Jones, 
Board  of  Health. 
Dr,  M.  C,  Parkison- 
Dr.  W.  W.  Davies- 
Dr,  A.  Trafton. 
Dt,  Q.  C.  Smith. 
Dr.  E.  Parmmore. 
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Remarks. — Our  table  shows  a  marked  decrease  every- 
where, except  in  the  towns  located  in  the  Sacramento  and 
San  Joaquin  valleys.  Here,  as  usual  at  this  season,  the 
effects  of  malaria  are  demonstrated  in  the  prevalence  of 
intermittent  and  other  forms  of  fever;  but,  even  here,  the 
mortality  is  seen  to  be  very  light.  To  aflford  some  idea  of 
the  mild  character  of  the  prevailing  sickness,  and  the  rela- 
tive mortality,  we  give  the  following  facts  gathered  from 
some  of  our  correspondents:  In  an  area  of  12x15  miles, 
including  Antioch,  and  containing  a  population  of  2,000, 
and  among  thirty-one  cases,  seventy  per  cent,  of  which 
were  of  typhoid,  remittent,  and  intermittent  fevers,  not  a 
single  death  occurred  this  month.  In  Oroville,  among 
forty-seven  cases  of  the  same  nature  as  just  mentioned,  in 
the  practice  of  one  physician,  the  same  results  are  report- 
•  ed;  the  two  deaths  noted  in  the  table  for  that  locality  being 
from  Syphilis  in  Chinese  subjects.  In  Woodbridge  and 
vicinity,  of  fifty-three  cases  treated  by  our  correspondent,, 
nearly  one  half  were  of  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers  ; 
the  two  deaths  put  down  in  the  table  being  from  consump- 
tion and  meningitis.  These  facts  not  only  testify  to  the 
mildness  and  amenability  to  treatment  of^  our  malarial 
fevers,  but  also  put  to  fault  the  method  of  Dr.  Playfair  and 
others,  at  least  for  California,  which  attempts  to  establish 
a  ratio  of  the  sick  to  deaths,  as  twenty-eight  to  one. 

Thom/ls  M.  Logan,  M.D., 
Permanent  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health. 

[We  are  indebted  to  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  for  the  figures  in  the  Mortality  Table  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  our  own  from  Dr.  Logan  having  been 
mislaid. — Editor.] 


To  do  good  to  men  is  the  great  work  of  life  ;  to  make 
them  true  Christians  is  the  greatest  good  we  can  do  them. 
Every  investigation  brings  us  round  to  this  point.  If  we 
could  make  each  man  love  his  neighbor,  we  should  make  a 
happy  world.  The  true  method  is  to  begin  with  ourselvea 
and  80  to  extend  the  circle  to  all  around  us. 


Monthly   Report  of  Deaths  Registered  in  San  Francisco  during 

October,  1874. 
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San  Francisco,  October  30th,  1874. 

The  Board  of  Health  met  pursuant  to  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Present :  His  Honor,  Mayor  Otis,  and  Drs.  Toland, 
Whitney  and  Simpson. 

The  clerk  being  absent,  Thomas  H.  Reynolds  was  elected 
clerk,  pro  tern.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  following  reports  were  received,  read  and  ordered  to 
be  placed  on  file,  viz  :  Of  William  M.  Lawlor,  Resident  Phy- 
sician of  the  City  and  County  Hospital  ;  of  S.  R.  Geary, 
Resident  Physician  of  the  City  and  County  Alms  House  ; 
of  Nr  P.  Foster,  Assistant  Physician  of  the  Small  Pox 
Hospital ;  of  Charles  Black,  City  Physician. 

Inventories  of  property  on  hand  at  City  and  County 
Hospital,  Alms  House  and  Small  Pox  Hospital,  on  October 
30th,  1874,  were  received  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  Toland  reported  verbally  that  all  the  patients  in  his 
ward  at  the  City  and  County  Hospital  were  progressing 
favorably. 

Dr.  Blach,  City  Physician,  stated  that  the  Receiving 
Hospital  in  the  City  Prison  had  been  completed,  and  was 
now  in  daily  use. 

Dr.  Toland  stated  that  he  had  learned  that  burials  at  the 
City  Cemetery  were  made  at  the  depth  of  only  two  feet, 
and  moved  that  the  matter  bo  referred  to  the  Health 
Officer  to  investigate  and  report,  which  was  carried. 

Demands  for  salaries,  etc.,  were  presented  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  and,  on  motion,  allowed  and  ordered 
paid. 

His  Honor,  Mayor  Otis,  stated  that  he  had  been  informed 
that  the  Health  Officer  had  no  authority  to  grant  permits 
to  parties  desirous  of  entering  the  City  and  County  Hos- 
pital, and  asked  if  such  authority  should  not  be  given  him. 
Discussed  by  Drs.  Toland,  Whitney,  Simpson,  Lawlor  and 
Gibbons,  and  no  final  action  taken. 

Dr.  Lawlor  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  that 
portion  of  his  report  referring  to  the  number  of  outside 
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patients  treated  by  the  Physicians  of  the  City  and  County 
Hospital,  and  stated  that  from  five  to  ten  persons  were 
every  day  refused  admission  on  the  grounds  that  they  were 
not  proper  subjects  for  treatment  in  the  Hospital,  but 
merely  required  advice  and  medicines. 

Also  recommended  that  the  salarj'^  of  the  driver  of  the 
ambulance  be  increased  from  $40  to  $50  per  month.  On 
motion  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  transmit  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  recommending  that  said 
increase  be  made. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


Mortality  Statistics. 


[We  extract  the  following  from  the  Chicago  Medical 
Examiner. — E  ditor  .  ] 

It  is  said  that  when  a  disease  is  once  recognized  it  is 
half  cured.  Thisisrather  a  consoling  maxim,  and  it  is  almost 
the  sole  consolation  left  us  when  we  survey  the  record  of 
deaths  among  the  children  of  this  city  during  the  hot 
season  just  past.  We  have  compared  the  mortality  statis- 
tics of  Paris,  London,  Lyons  and  Chicago  in  the  appended 
table,  for  the  month  of  July,  since  that  is  the  month  during 
which  the  fatality  from  cholera  infantum  is,  with  us,  the 
greatest.  We  are  unable  to  specify  the  precise  per  centage 
of  deaths  from  this  disorder  in  each  city,  since  cholera 
infantum  is  not  tabulated  in  all  of  the  foreign  bulletins, 
but  the  aggregate  of  fatality  from  bowel  affections  in  sum- 
mer must  be  largely  due  to  infantile  disorders. 

However  humiliating  it  may  be  to  confess  our  weakness 
in  this  particuhir,  it  is  certainly  well  to  recognize  it.  The 
story  told  by  the  accompanying  table  bears  its  own  moral, 
and  suggests  a  problem  whose  solution  is  incumbent  upon 
every  medical  man  in  Chicago. 
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The  Jiledical  Examiner  (Chicago)  also  contains  an  admir- 
able paper,  by  T.  P.  Washburn,  M.D.,  on  "  The  Relations  of 
the  Profession  to  the  Secular  Press  and  the  Rostrum,"  and 
makes  such  good  sense^  remarks  on  the  misinterpretations 
of  the  Code  of  Ethics,  that  every  one  in  the  profession 
should  know  them. 


There  can  be  no  barrenness  in  full  summer.  The  very 
sand  will  yield  something.  Rocks  will  have  mosses  and 
every  rift  will  hjive  ts  wind-flower  and  every  crevice  a  leaf; 
while  fnHii  the  fertile  soil  will  be  reared  a  gorgeous  troop 
of  growths,  that  will  carry  their  life  in  ten  thousand 
forms,  but  all  with  praise  to  God.  So  it  is  when  the  soul 
knows  its  summer. — Beecher. 
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Scientittc  ifraceedmgs* 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MICROSCOPICAL  SOCIETY. 


A  Paper  by  Dr.  Harkness  on  Fungi— Donations  to  the 

Cabinet* 


The  regnlar  meeting  of  tliis  Society  was  held  on  Thurs* 
day  evenings  with  Dr.  Mouser  in  the  Chair,  and  was  well 
attended  by  the  members, 

Mr.  Wm.  Norris  was  present  as  a  visitor. 

Mr*  W,  R,  Barbour  was  elected  a  resident  member  of 
the  Society, 

Under  the  head  of  donatiooB,  was  presented,  with  a 
variety  of  fangoid  growth,  a  slate,  with  the  following  note: 

'*  Messrs.  Editors  Alta — GenileTnen: — I  send  you  what 
I  consider  a  great  curiosity  in  the  form  of  a  elate,  taken 
from  a  case  which  had  been  wet,  the  surface  of  which  pre- 
sents the  appearance  of  a  beautifully  drawn  sketch  of  some 
vegetable  ;  perhaps  a  new  creation,  a  la  Tyndall.  It  has 
the  appearance  of  being  drawn  by  some  patient,  plodding 
artist,  but  actually  drawn  in  the  dark  while  packed  to* 
gether  and  chiukod  with  saw-dust.     Yours,  etc., 

*'  Chas.  P,  Kihball.*' 

Dr.  Harkness  exhibited  a  portion  of  the  fungus  taken 
from  one  of  the  branches,  which  was  spread  over  th^ 
surface  of  the  slate  in  beautiful  dendritic  form,  and  which 
he  stated  was  a  variety  of  Penicilliuui. 

Dr,  Burgess  donated  a  slide,  mounted  by  him  with  spiudlc- 
shaped  cell^,  found  in  a  Sarcomatous  tumor. 

Mr.  Kiniie  donated  two  slides,  mounted  by  him  wilh 
arranged  diatomsa,  being  the  arachnoidiscus  ehrenbergi, 
found  on  eea  fern,  and  mounted  in  balsam,  the  delicate 
workinf^s  of  which  were  shown  beautifully  with  the  spot 
lens  ;  idso  the  anther  in  Kentucky  blue*gras8,  showing  the 
minute  cell  structure. 

Dr.  Harkness  read  the  following  paper,  giving  a  de- 
scription of  a  fungus  found  on  the  scorched  willows  in  San 
Mateo  county,  and  which  was  presented  to  the  Society  by 
Dr,  Cooper  at  its  last  meeting,  supplementing  the  same  by 
oral  descriptions  of  fungoid  growth,  using  the  yeast  plant 
and  mushroom,  which  he  exhibited  under  the  microscope, 
to  illustrate  the  subject. 
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DR.    HABKNESS'   PAPER. 

Gentlemen: — At  the  last  meeting  of  your  Society  a 
specimen  of  fungus  found  attached  to  a  gummy  exudation 
upon  the  trunk  of  a  willow  was  submitted  to  me  for 
examination.  Having  given  the  subject  a  somewhat  hasty 
examination  I  oflfer  the  following  report: 

The  willow  gum  on  which  the  plant  was  discovered  is  of 
a  dark  red  color,  is  readily  soluble  in  water,  hul  insoluble 
in  alcohol,  and  contains  a  considerable  amount  of  salicinc. 
Some  few  shrunken  threads  of  mycelium  are  still  to  be 
traced  upon  its  surface,  it.  of  course,  having  served  as  the 
parent  of  the  plant. 

The  enlarged  filamentous  hyphae  is,  however,  the  portion 
of  greatest  interest. 

The  hyphae  is  of  a  bright  orange  color  of  an  inch  or  more 
in  length,  and  is  enveloped  in  a  gummy  substance  analagous 
to  that  on  which  the  plant  is  found. 

This  gumm}'  envelope  is  not  soluble  in  alcohol,  while  in 
water  this,  together  with  the  cell  structure  of  tlie  plant,  is 
rapidly  dissolved. 

The  structure  of  the  plant  is  not  readily  made  out.  By 
allowing  glycerine  to  flow  under  the  covering  glass,  using 
the  spot  lens  and  a  \  objective,  a  faint  trace  of  spiral  tubes 
may  be  detected  running  through  the  long  diameter  of  the 
plant. 

Treated  in  the  same  manner  under  a  ^-inch  objective, 
indications  of  transverse  striai  become  apparent,  marking 
the  boundaries  of  cells.  On  applying  a  strong  tincture  of 
iodihe  these  striae  become  still  more  conspicuous.  In 
almond  oil  slight  traces  of  imbricated  cells  of  the  epiderm 
appear. 

Its  method  of  growth  is  doubtless  analagous  to  that  of  all 
other  plants  of  this  genus. 

Its  method  of  reproduction  is  by  conjugation,  as  it  would 
appear,  although  I  am  unable  this  evening  to  demonstrate 
the  actual  presence  of  the  exhausted  male  plant.  My  con- 
clusions, however,  are  based  on  the  f(»llowing  facts  :  On 
placing  a  portion  of  a  filament  on  an  uncovered  slide  with 
the  half  inch  objective  and  adding  water,  the  plant  imme- 
diately begins  to  swell  and  slight  protuberances  appearing 
on  one  side,  corresponding  to  those  seen  in  the  Zygnema 
and  other  varieties  of  the  conjugating  confervse.  As  the 
gummy  envelop  is  dissolved  away  from  the  protuberances, 
motile  gonidia  spores  are  discharged  in  enormous  numbers. 
In  this  experiment  we  obtain  no  further  proof  (except  by 
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the  apperirsince  of  the  prohibenuices)  of  the  existence  of 
the  male  plaat.  In  the  coiifervfe,  wo  see  the  celU,  ex- 
hausted of  their  protoplasm,  lying  jit  an  appreciable  dis- 
tance from  those  of  the  spore  producing  plant.  In  the 
present  instauee  the  exiuiiisted  cell  is  in  such  compluto 
contact  that  tlie  aioistiire  which  acts  on  tl'e  one,  instantly 
obliterates  ilie  other.  If  we  nse  acetic  acid  in  the  same 
manner  as  in  the  precedinf^  experiment,  we  find  tliat  the 
acid  acts  still  more  energetically  than  water,  and  on  the 
instant  of  disruption  we  may  occasio!ially  catch  a  glimpsa 
of  the  two  bodies  flying  awny  in  opposite  directions- 

Tbe  gonidia  spores  are  exceedingly  minute,  obiong  in 
ehape,  and  in  their  sliortest  measurement  beini^  less  than  a 
twenty-thousandth  of  an  incdi  in  diameter.  With  a  half  or 
a  foiirtli  objective  and  spot  lens,  if  wo  allow  glycerine  ami 
camphor  water  to  flow  gradually  under  the  covering  ^lass, 
the  action  is  less  violent,  and  we  may  at  our  leisure  observe 
the  spores  as  they  swim  away  in  tbe  lluid  propelled  by 
tbeir  moving  cilia.  Aside  tVom  their  scientific  value,  tliey 
form  a  very  pleasing  pit^ture  as  the  glinting  liglit  plays 
upon  tlicir  sides  with  every  change  in  position-  I  am 
unable  to  class  the  plant  witli  any  described  variety,  yet  I 
dare  not  say  that  it  is  new  to  science.  The  characteristicd 
which  1  bave  described,  however,  would  seem  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  its  complete  development  in  any  other 
than  a  drv  climate. — AUa, 


PACIFIC  MEDICAL  COLLEaE, 


Commencement  Exercises  Last  Evening^Seven  New 
Doctors— The  Valedictory  by  Dr.  Henry  Q-ibbons,  Sr, 


The  PaciBc  Medical  College  held  the  annua!  commerice- 
ment  and  graduating  exercises  last  night,  at  Calvary 
Church.  The  weather  was  any  tiling  but  inviting,  yet  a 
goodly  number  of  friends  and  members  of  the  profesdiaii 
paid  their  meed  of  respect  by  attending. 

Dr.  Henry  Gil^bons,  Jr.,  pre-iided,  and  introduced  Rev. 
Dr,  Scott,  who  invoked  a  blessing  and  prayed  the  succeAa 
of  the  young  aspirants  for  medical  prefermetit. 

In  the  absence  of  Gov,  Haight,  who  had  been  ap  pain  ted 
to  confer  the  degrees,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Burrow,  1>,D*,  wm& 
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assigned  the  duty,  and  pronouncing  the  Latin  formula 
handed  each  of  the  following  candidates  the  parchment 
which  constituted  him  a  member  of  the  medical  profession: 
M.  M.  Chipman,  Geo,  Gerlach,  John  Leffler,  Phillip  Maas, 
Julius  C.  Morse,  John  Parker,  A.  L.  Prevost,  and  J.  B. 
Robertson. 

Dr.  Henry  Gibbons,  Sr.,  of  the  College  Faculty,  was  next 
introduced  and  delivered  the  valedictory  on  behalf  of  the 
Professors, — AUa* 


EditariaL 

Note  to  the  London  ''  Lancet." 


Gentlemen  : — In  your  issue  of  October  24th,  1874,  page 
603,  we  find  the  following  discourteous  and  untrue  lines, 
dictated,  we  sincerely  believe,  under  the  influence  of  unre- 
liable information,  which  you  should  have  tested  before 
you  believed;  and  which  we  equally  sincerely  think  you 
will  gladly  retract,  when,  through  such  resources  as  you 
may  yourself  command  and  rely  upon,  you  shall  discover  to 
be  fiUse,  and  unworthy  the  high  reputation  you  bear.  The 
noblest  man  may  be  deceived,  but  his  nobleness  may  wane 
if  he  persist  in  error  when  told  the  truth  : 

"  We  notice  that  the  San  Francisco  correspondent  of  the 
Morning  Advertiser  recently  referred  to  this  subject,  and 
quoted  largely  from  the  San  Francisco  News  Letter^  whilst 
expressing  his  astonishment  that  the  three  quacks  who 
headed  the  list  are  *'  professors  of  the  State  University." 
Our  knowledge  of  Oalifornian  medical  matters  is  not  very 

Srofouiid,  but  we  should  be  surprised  if  the  "  Medical 
department  of  the  University  of  California,"  with  which 
these  worthies  are  connected,  is  anything  more  than  an 
institution  of  their  own  invention — probably  of  the  **  anato- 
mical museum"  type — which  has  no  State  recognition 
whatever." 

The  high  reputation  and  influence  of  your  journal  is  too 
potential  to  permit  your  utterances  to  be  ignored,  as  in 
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this  case  they  merit;  but  your  hot  haste  to  perpetrate 
wrong  and  display  your  high  superioritj^  should  have  been 
tempered  with  some  discriminating  investigation.  Did  you 
inquire,  gentlemen,  into  the  reliability  of  the  San  Francisco 
correspondent  to  the  Morning  Advertiser  who  quotes  so 
largely  from  the  San  Frsiucisco  News  Letter?  Have  you 
informed  yourselves  of  the  sincerity  of  purpose  and  disin- 
terested devotion  to  the  public  weal  of  the  San  Francisco 
News  Letter?  If  you  did  not  take  such  precaution  before 
inflicting  a  scandal  upoQ  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  California,  then  did  your  reviewer  dip  his 
pen  in  unclean  ink. 

You  candidly  confess  that  your  "knowledge  of  Califor- 
nian  medical  matters  is  not  very  profound."  Would  you 
not  have  done  honestly  to  have  sharpened  your  dull  razor 
before  trying  to  cut  your  neighbor's  throat?  Previously 
to  slopping  over  with  surprise,  if  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  California  is  anything  more  than  an 
institution  of  the  Museum  type,  invented  by  certain 
**  worthies,"  and  having  no  State  recognition  whatever, 
would  it  not  have  been  decently  respectable  in  you — as- 
suming such  exalted  censorship — to  have  asked  some  one, 
less  ignorant,  about  the  status  of  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, its  endowment,  its  noble  exertions  to  establish  a 
high  standard  of  education  for  a  State  just  new-born  and 
remote  from  your  center  of  light  ?  and  also  learn  the  rela- 
tionship to  it  of  its  own  elected  Medical  Department? 
Had  you  so  acted,  you  would  have  been  informed  precisely 
the  reverse  of  your  statements,  and  been  spared  your 
ominous  surprise. 

In  a  word,  while  you  acknowledge  your  ignorance,  you 
confess  to  being  surprised  into  error  by  a  wily  malcontent 
and  unscrupulous  mischief-maker.  We  cheerfully  acknowl- 
edge your  liability  to  be  the  victims  of  deception,  but 
equally  deprecate  your  denouncement  of  an  honorable 
institution  without  proof  of  the  loyalty  of  your  evidence. 
Before  you  seek  to  stamp  out  with  the  boorish  heel  of  a 
rustic  the  emulation  of  an  aspiring  college,  might  you  not 
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condescend  to  inquire  if  (he  early  history  of  your  own 
collegiate  institutes  ia  free  from  blemish  or  cehaure?  aad 
if  the  learning  of  the  fourjdera  of  scientilic  ^choolg  m  Lon- 
don*  Edinburgh  and  Dublin  could  compete  in  literary 
att;nnmenta  and  medical  lore  with  the  erudite  reviewer  of 
the  London  Lancet  ? 

We  confess  that  the  refined  "  old  Eiiglii^h  gentleman  " 
cliisaie  in  his  taste,  pure  in  his  purpose,  noble  in  his  per- 
ceptions* elegant  in  his  manners,  atid  learned  in  his  pro- 
fession, is  a  rarity  with  us  ;  hut  the  refugiate  Anglo  snob, 
eneering  at  whatever  is  not  of  London  derivation,  is  like 
the  outcast  hawklet,  forever  found  hovering  over  every 
domestic  poaltry  yard. 


Medical  Diplomas, 


In  the  August  number  of  the  Western  Lancet  we  in* 
vited  the  attention  of  the  Regents  of  tlie  University  of 
California  to  a  suggestion  to  organize  a  legal  registration 
for  all  diploma-liearing  medical  men  in  Oalifornia.  We 
now  republish  from  the  Medical  Itecordt  of  New  York, 
November  2d^  No,  213,  page  584,  the  statutes  now  in  force 
in  New  York  County,  We  hope  thereby  to  aid  in  the 
enactment  of  similar  laws  for  California. 

The  New  York  enactments  are  very  crutlely  elaborated. 
For  California  we  bespeak  but  one  form  of  degree,  and 
that  to  emanate  from  the  LTniversity  of  the  State,  (without 
disparagement,  however,  to  any  college  already  chartered) 
but  spare  us  all  licenses  from  medical  societies^  pseudo- 
colleges,  and  every  kind  of  doctor  fiictories.  Licenses  are 
with  difficulty  discriminated  Uy  the  public  from  diplomas, 
and  once  obtaiaed  are  flaunted  forth  with  unreserved 
boldness  : 

Tlie  undersigned  Censors  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
County  of  New  York,  direct  tlie  attention  of  all  practitioners 
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of  nieiliciue  or  surgery  in  the  Oouoty  of  New  York  to  the 
following 

Avi  to  Regulate  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  tJte 
State  of '  New  York,  passed  May  lllk,  1874, 

Chapter  436. 

77ie  People  q;  live  State  of  New  Tort,  representmi  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Every  practitioner  of  medicine  or  t^nrgery 
in  tliia  Btiite,  exceptiii*»:  liceii hates  or  p;radnates  of  some 
medical  society  or  cluirtered  school,  shall  be  required,  an  J 
they  are  liereby  cummanJed  to  obtain  a  certihcate  from 
the  censors  of  some  one  of  the  several  medical  societies  of 
tliis  State,  either  from  the  cunnty,  district,  or  State  societyt 
which  certilicaie  shall  set  f<»rth  that  s?iid  censors  have  found 
the  person  to  whoai  it  was  issued  qusHlilicd  to  pmctice  nil 
of  the  branctitH  of  the  medical  art  mentioned  in  it.  And 
such  rertificate  must  be  recorded  in  a  book  provided  and 
kept  for  the  pur[H)se  by  the  county  clerk  of  ench  ctumty  in 
the  State. 

Skction  2.  The  censors  of  each  medical  society  aforesaid 
shall  Jiutity  all  practitioners  t>f  medicine  and  surg'ery  uf  the 
terms  and  re([uiretiiL"iits  of  this  act,  and  shall  request  audi 
persons^  so  notiGed^  to  comply  with  those  requireraents 
within  thirty  days  after  such  notification  ;  and  if  bucU 
persouis  shall  not  within  the  time  specified  in  the  notice, 
or  within  such  fuitlier  time  us  may  be  allowed  by  special 
arrangement  wdth  said  censors,  not  exceeding  ninety  duy.% 
comply  with  the  reqtiirement  herein  made,  of  idiysicians 
ov  surgeons,  as  the  case  may  be,  such  persons  shall  there* 
after  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions  and  fienaltiea 
prescribed  by  this  act  for  any  violation  of  the  same,  and  tUe 
president  of  the  society  making  snch  request  stiall,  atul  be 
is  hereby  required  to,  at  once  commence  the  proceedings 
authorized  by  this  act  ugainst  such  person. 

Sectiox  3.  It  is  hereby  dechired  a  misdemeanor  for 
any  person  to  practise  medicine  or  surgery  in  this  State 
unless  authorized  so  to  do  by  a  license  or  diploma  from 
some  chartered  school,  State  board  of  medical  examinertj» 
fo'  medical  sijciety,  or  wdio  shall  practise  under  cover  of  a 
medical  diphjma  illegally  obtained;  and  any  person  found 
guilty  of  snch  misdemeanor  shall  ft)r  the  first  oflTHUce  bo 
fined  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  two  linndred  dollars. 
For  any  subsequent  otfence,  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor 
more  than  five   hundred  dollars,  or  by   imprisonment  not 
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less  than  thirty  days,  or  by  both  imprisonment  and  fine ; 
and  all  such  fines  shall  pjo  into  the  county  treasury  of  the 
county  bringing  such  action. 

State  op  New  York,  ) 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  [  **  " 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  the  original  law  on 
file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  the  same  is  a 
correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole  of  the  said 
original  law.  Diedrich  Willers,  Jr., 

Secretary  of  State. 
In  accordance  with  the  above,  every  pereon  practising 
medicine  or  surgery  in  the  County  of  New  York,  who  is 
not  a  licentiate  or  graduate  "  of  some  chartered  school," 
and  who  desires  to  obtain  a  license  from  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  County  of  New  York,  is  requested  to  make 
application  within  thirty  days  to  the  undersigned  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Censors. 

To  aid  the  Censors  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  above  law,  every  practitioner  who  is  in 
possession  of  a  license  or  diploma  is  hereby  requested  to 
fill  out  the  annexed  blank,  giving  full  name  and  residence, 
place  and  date  of  graduation  or  name  of  society  granting 
license  with  date  of  same,  and  forward  it  promptly  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Censors. 

John  C.  Peters,  M.D., 
Abraham  Jacobi,  M.D., 
Godverneur  M.  Smith,  M.D., 
Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.D., 
H.  T.  Hanks,  M.D., 

Censors. 
H.  T.  Hanks,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

149   Lexington  Avenue. 

Name  in  full 

Residence 

College  or  University  granting  Diploma 

Society  granting*  License 

Date  of  Diploma  or  License 


Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  California. 

The  annual  Commencement  of  this  College  for  the 
session  of  1874  was  held  at  the  Pacific  Hall  on  Thursday 
evening,  October  29th,  1874. 
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The  exercises  commenced  at  8  o'clock.  p*m.  Present, 
Professor  Gilmau,  President  of  the  University  of  Califor- 
nia,  and  representutivtis  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
University  of  California,  Rev.  Horatio  Stebbinft  and  Mr. 
Hall  idle;  Professors  Toland,  President  of  the  Medical 
Department,  Logiuii  O^NliI,  Bates,  Deane,  Bradbury, 
Rising,  Martinucdie,  Briglu^m  and  Stout,  Rev»  Doctor 
liRtlirop  acted  as  Chaplain.     Orator,  W.  H.  Rhodes. 

The  Valedictory  Address  for  the  Faculty  was  delivered 
by  Thomas  M,  Logan,  M.  D.  :  the  Valedictory  Address  for 
the  graduates  by  R.  A.  McLean. 

Gniduatea  :  James  W.  Blake,  Frederick  P.  Biggs, 
Francis  Delmojit,  Young  E.  Hicks^  Wm.  P.  McDermott, 
R,  A.  McLean,  Charles  F.  Miller,  George  E.  Nottage^ 
Jame^  W,  Waters. 

Our  apace  does  not  nllow  even  an  abstract  of  the  eloquent 
oration  presented.  Tlie  admirable  address  of  Profe«sor 
Logan  is  now  in  prints  and  those  who,  by  diss  tan  ce  in  tho 
ball  from  the  speaker,  could  not  well  hear  Ids  words,  can 
obtain  a  copy  through  the  editor  of  the  Western  Lancet. 


United  States  Marine  Hospital. 


The  accompanying  diagram  of  the  United  States  Marine 
Hospital,  kindly  furnifihed  for  the  Western  Lancet  by  Su- 
pervising Surgeon  Jno.  M.  TVoodworth,  M.  D.,  will  recxill 
attention  to  his  article  on  Hospital  Construction  in  our  Octo- 
ber number.  This  Hospital  is  fast  approaching  completion. 
At  a  cost  of  $58,000  an  exceedingly  commodious  series  of 
buildings,  according  to  the  plans,  will  be  obtained,  but  to 
complete  the  work  in  sewers,  water-supply,  fences,  and 
the  suitable  arrangement  of  the  grounds  and  cultivation  of 
trees,  it  will  be  necessary  patiently  to  abide  the  pleasure 
of  Congress,  at  its  next  session,  fur  further  appropriations. 
By  invitation  of  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  S.  McCuUoogh, 
we  yesterday  visited  the  inslitution.     Facing  the  east^  it 
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commands  an  eminently  picturesque  view.  Tho  surround- 
ing undulating  Irtuds  iuvite  improvemtiutand  ornamentation* 
A  road  constructed  around  the  fairy  little  crescent-shaped 
lake  will  open  fine  exercise  grounds  for  the  patients ;  and 
Mount  Devisadero,  to  the  east,  surmounted  with  our 
Cliristiau  emblem  illumined  by  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun, 
may  animate  their  minds  to  the  devotion  which  such  cir- 
cumsitanceQ  will  inspire.  The  water  of  the  lake  is  not  now 
considered  wholesome,  and  wells  are  required  for  the 
present  supply.  It  is  possible  also  that  malarious  emana- 
tions from  the  lake  oiay  at  tlie  outset  occasion  some  fever 
or  diarrhoea^  but  when  the  lake  is  improved  by  dredging 
away  the  marsh  accumulations,  and  the  water  improved  by 
better  drainage,  these  objections  will  doubtless  disappear. 


The  Insane  Asylum  at  Napa,  State  of  California. 

We  learn  that  the  legal  Commissioners,  Dr*  Morse,  of 
San  Francisco  (resigned),  Messrs.  Jewett,  of  Marysville, 
Hurtshorne  and  Goodman,  of  Napa,  and  Sterling,  of  San 
Francisco,  have  appointed  Edwin  Bentley,  M.D.,  U.S.A., 
to  the  highly  responsible  office  of  Resident  Ptiysician  of  that 
institution.  Notwithstanding  tlie  acknowledged  merit  and 
ability  of  other  aspirants,  Dr.  Bentley  has  won  the  prefer- 
ence. It  is  fortunate  for  California  that  there  are  several 
worthy  pretenders  to  this  office,  but  we  feel  satisfied  that 
in  this  case,  to  the  honor  of  the  State,  no  mistake  has  been 
made,  nor  has  political  party  rewarded  a  political  stumper 
by  a  State  gift.  Dr.  Bentley  will,  we  believe,  be  accept- 
able to  the  profession  in  his  honorable  office,  for  his  quali- 
ties of  scientific  enthusiasm  and  individual  disinterestedness 
are  acknowledged.  His  industry,  his  ambition  to  excels 
his  desire  to  improve  himself  and  fiia  willingtiesa  to  impart 
instruction,  together  with  an  administrative  aptitude 
learned  by  discipline  under  military  order,  are  guarantees 
that  the  Asylum  iinder  hid  cire  will  not  ordy  be  a  boon  to 
the  alllicted  insane,  but  an  invaluable  source  of  pathological 
research  in  mental  diseases. 
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Obituary. 


It  is  with  much  sorrow  that  we  announce  the  death  of 
Mr.  John  C.  Le  Conte,  the  son  of  Professor  John  Le  Conte, 
of  the  University  of  California.  It  is  peculiarly  painful 
that  the  same  journal,  while  hailing  with  joyfulness  the 
entrance  of  nine  students  to  their  professional  career,  full 
of  hope,  health  and  ambition,  should  be  called  upon  to 
record  the  demise  of  one  of  their  fellow-students,  equally 
inspired  with  professional  ardor.  We  are  not  yet  informed 
of  the  details  of  his  illness,  but  believe  that  pulmonary 
disease  was  the  cause  of  death.  His  loss  will  be  deeply 
lamented  by  his  instructors,  who  foresaw  in  his  talent  the 
promise  of  distinction  ;  and  by  his  fellow-students,  who 
loved  him  for  his  agreeable,  social  qualities.  We  hope 
our  symyathy  may  bear  some  consolation  to  his  afflicted 
parents. 

The  Public  Health  Association. 


Philadelphia,  November  11th. — The  session  of  the 
American  Public  Health  Association  was  continued  to-day. 
Interesting  papers  were  submitted  by  Doctor  Hunt  of 
New  York.  Doctor  Harris  of  New  York,  Doctor  Buzzy 
of  Washington,  Doctor  Toner  of  Washington,  Doctor  Snow 
of  Rhode  Island,  Doctor  Brown  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  Doctor  Rodenstein  of  New  York.  The  attendance 
was  large. 

The  first  paper  read  this  morning  was  by  Doctor  E.  M. 
Hunt  of  New  York,  on  building  ground  in  its  relation  to 
health.  Professor  Hart  of  JPhiladelphia  made  a  few 
remarks  on  the  lack  of  attention  to  drainage  of  sewers 
in  the  latter  places,  and  the  evils  likely  to  arise  there- 
from, and  at  his  suggestion  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  subject.  Doctor  Buzzy  of  Washington 
read  a  paper  on  gathering  and  transportation  of  fruit  and 
vegetables. — AUa, 

Beautiful  lives  have  blossomed  in  the  darkest  places,  as 
pure  white  lilies  full  of  fragrance  on  the  slimy,  stagnant 
waters. — Duf  Porter, 


California  Opium.  617 

American  Health  Association. 


Philadelphia,  November  12th. — The  session  of  the 
American  Public  Health  Association  was  continued  to-day. 
The  election  of  officers  and  appointment  of  Committees 
was  on  motion  postponed  till  to-morrow.  Several  impor- 
tant papers  were  read  during  the  session  this  evening, 
among  them  a  paper  by  Doctor  Stephen  Smith,  entitled 
"  Reciprocal  Relations  of  Public  Health  Service  and  High- 
est Educational  Qualifications  of  the  Medical  Profession." 
A  paper  by  Doctor  Frederick  R.  Sturges,  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  relation  of  syphilis  to  public  health,  was  read  ;  also 
a  paper  by  Doctor  Beard,  of  New  York,  on  hay  fever  or 
summer  Catarrh,  and  a  paper  by  Doctor  John  C.  Peters, 
of  New  Jersey,  upon  the  stealthy  introduction  and  spread 
of  infectious  diseases  in  large  cities.  The  session  to-night 
was  well  attended.  Several  papers  on  various  subjects  in 
relation  to  diseases  were  read. — Alta. 


The  Metric  System. 

Pay  Director  Cunningham,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
has  presented  to  the  National  Medical  College  of  Washing- 
ton City  a  full  set  of  the  Metric  System  of  Weights  and 
Measures.  Throughout  the  civilized  world  there  is  an 
almost  entire  use  of  uniform  weights  and  measures. 
France,  Holland,  Belgium,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Switzer- 
land, the  whole  German  Empire  and  Austria,  use  the  metric 
system.  England  and  the  United  States  are  the  only  two 
great  countries  that  stand  in  the  way  of  its  universal 
adoption. — Alta, 


California  Opium. — Mr.  John  M.  Maiach,  of  this  city, 
has  examined  some  specimens  of  California  opium,  and  re- 
ports that  it  is  nearly  the  strength  of  opium  as  directed  by 
the  pharmacopoeia.  The  high  price  of  labor  in  California, 
it  may  be  supposed,  renders  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy 
solely  for  the  production  of  opium  unprofitable  ;  but  the 
seeds  contain  a  large  percentage  of  a  bland  fixed  oil,  and 
after  its  expression  are  valuable  as  feed  for  cattle  ;  poppy 
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culture  may,  therefore,  notwiUistandiD^  the  drawback  of 
high  wages,  not  prove  unprofitable.  Tlie  opium  received 
was  more  homogeneous  in  texture  than  Smyrna  opium,  of  a 
good  strong  narcotic  odor,  and  unexceptionable  in  its  pbysi* 
cnl  properties, — The  3Iedicul  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Mntxk  l|etjteurs. 

Essentials  op  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  : 
A   Handbook   for    Students   and    Practitioners,       By 
Henry  Hartsiioriio,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Hy^^iene 
in    the    University   of    Pennsylvania,    etc*       Fourth 
Edition,  thorougliiy  reviser],  with  one  hundred  Illus- 
trations*    Pbiladelpliia:  Henry  C.  Leu.     1874. 
This  8vo.  of  526  pages,  from  Messrs.  Bancroft  &  Co., 
with  its  useful  Formulae,  dietetic  list  and  universal  brief 
survey  of  the   whole   domain  of  Medicine,   has   been    so 
universally  praised  by  ilio  press  that  we  cannot  hope  to 
enhance  its  appreciation  by  those  who  seek  to  obtain  in 
small  form  all  the  inspissated  juice  of  heavy  works.     The 
author  has  made  an  excellent  condensation.     His  percep- 
tive eye  has  embraced  the  entire  field  of  operations,  and  he 
lias  given  to  his  staff  officers  a  clear  view  of  the  general 
intent ;  but,  then,  he  must  confide  in  their  knowledge  of 
the  details  of  tlie  science  of  war  to  fill  up  the  minutiae  uf 
the  campaign.      As  the  author,  however,  confines  himself 
to  the  ''essentials,"  he  has  eminently  well  succeeded.     Hie 
resume  of  recent  researches  in  the  pathology  of  Tubercu- 
losis is  full  and  ample,  although  he  has  not  fully  appre- 
ciated the  exhaustive  study  of  Bald,    His  chapter  of  page 
47,  on  the  **  Nervous  System  and  its  Diseases,"  is  a  broad 
review  of  the  field  of  research  now  attracting  the  higliest 
histological  and  pathological  research. 

Surgical  Emergencies  :  Together  with  the  Emergencies 
attendant  on  Parturition  and  the  Treatment  op 
Poisoning.  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  general  Practi- 
tioners, By  William  Paul  Swain,  F.R.CS,,  Surgeon 
to   the   Royal   Albert   Hospital,  Devonport.       With 
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eightv-two  III  list  rations.     Philadelphia  :    Lindsay  & 

Blakiston.  1874- 
This  is  an  ilhistnited  work  of  183  8vo.  pages,  well  pre- 
pared to  illustrate  the  improraptu  operatious  which  the 
Hurgeon  in  called  upon  to  perform.  It  serves  the  purpose 
of  the  orator  who  always  keeps  an  impromptu  g[ieech  in 
his  hat  for  occasions  when  iinexpectediy  chilled  npon  at  a 
public  meeting.  All  it  contains,  hovvever,  is  found  in  the 
works  on  general  surgery.  Address  A.  L,  Bancroft  &  Co. 
for  this  work. 

Akchites  op  Deumatologv.     October,  1874. 

We  extract  t!io  following  from  the  above  pamphlet : 
nervous  and  visceral  syphilis. 

E.  L.  Kojrea,  M.D. 

1.  Althaus — Case  of  infantile  syphilitic  epilepsy. — 
Medical  Times  and  Gazrtfe,  April,  IBif^  p.  398. 

2.  Broadahent — Syphilitic  affections  of  the  nervous 
syfiitem* — Lancet,  1874,  Nos.  2,  4,  6,  8,  January  and  Feb- 
ruary. 

3.  Brnherger — ^A  case  of  syphilitic  meningiti8»  with  re- 
marks ()n  syphilis  of  the  central  t»rgans.  ( Ein  Fall  von 
ineiungitis  Hyphiliiica  nehd  Bfinuwk.  ftber  si/phillh  derceiitral- 
orrjane,) — FircL  Archivex^  May,  1874,  p.  285. 

4.  Buzzard — Case  of  general  svphilitic  panJysis. — 
AMedical  Thies  and  Onzeite,  April,  1874,  p.  413. 

6.  Buzzard — Svphilitic  nervous  affections, — Moivagraph^ 
8vo,  pp.  148.     London  :  Churchill,  1874. 

6,  Cadcll — Oaso  of  mental  excitement  during  the  second- 
are stage  of  svphilis. — JourruUof  MetUal  Science^  January, 
1874,  p.  564.  ' 

7,  Jones,  H.  W. ^Syphilis,  hemiplegia,  aphasia,  re- 
covery.— Chicatfo  Journal  of  Nervom  and  Menial  Diseases, 
January,  1874.' 

8,  Newiugton — Case  of  insanity  dependent  on  syphilis* 
— Journal  of  Menial  Science,  January,  1874,  p.  555. 

9,  Roder — Contributions  to  syphilitic  affections  of  the 
central  nerve  system.  (Beiirage  znr  Ca^'tnistick  HuphiUfi' 
Hclier  Affeclionf^n  des  Ucntml'Ncrvenj^ystenPi.) — VmHeljaJt- 
resschr,  fur  Derm.  w.  ^jt//*//.,  p.  29,  1874,  I  Heft. 

10,  Robertson — (Alexander.)  Epileptic  aphasia  and 
hiMuiplegia  ;  colored  vision  ;  svphilitic  (?)  origin.  — /in* 
fish  Me^lmdJourval,    April  18.  1874,  p.  515. 
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11.  Roi)f — ^A  case  of  ihsujiity  from  syphilis. — Philadd- 
phia  Medit^l  arui  Surgical  Iieporte)\  February,  1874, 
p.  201, 

12 .  Lu k »j — T wo  cases  of  sy p li il i it c  insan i ty .  —Jo urnaJ  of 
Menial  Science,  Jaimary,  1874,  p.  560; 

13.  Wilks,  Sam y el — ^Two  cases  of  insanity  dependent  on 
syphilid*^ — Journal  of  Mental  Scicnct,  April,  1874,  p.  38. 

Altljaus*  case  (1)  of  infant  He  si/philiiic  epikpsy  is  interest- 
ing from  two  points  of  view  r  tirst,  because  tlie  nature  of 
the  rnalady  not  being'  at  once  made  uut,  long-continued 
treritment  was  ineffective,  while  prurnpt^  and,  it  appoar^* 
a  riulieal  cure  followed  a  correct  diagnosis  and  the  use  af 
the  iodide  of  potassium  ;  and  secondly,  hecause  the  casa 
was  one  of  inherited  syphilis,  aUhough  the  boy  was  nine 
yeurs  old. 

These  Lettsoniian  lectures  of  Broadabeut  (2)  on  sypliUis 
of  the  nervous  system  are  garnished  with  some  welhub«erve4 
illustrative  cases,  and  represent  pietty  accurately  the  pre- 
sent stiite  of  our  krn^wledge  of  the  nervous  symptoms  duo 
to  syphilis,  Broad;d>ent  maintains  the  opinion  that  it  is 
chiefly  wliere  the  secondary  symptoms  have  been  light  in 
character  or  even  absent,  or  where  tertiary  symptoms 
arrive  very  early  that  nervous  symptoms  appear  ;  citing 
Gros  &  Lancereaux,  Brans,  Buzzard  and  Moxon,  in  corro- 
bnration  of  this  opinion.  He  draws  attention  to  local 
sy[)hilitic  sclerosis  of  the  cord  of  the  posterior  columns  as 
causing  locomotor  ataxia  ;  of  the  anterior  wasting  paralysis; 
hot  expresses  a  strong  doubt  as  to  syphilis  being  by  huv 
means  a  common  cruise  of  thtjse  alTections,  especially  the 
latter.  Broailal>ent  helieveri  that  acute  general  or  local 
myelitis  may  be  caused  by  (especinlly  secondnry)  syphilis, 
and  that  spinal  meiningitis  due  to  syphilis  is  less  common 
than  myelitis  from  the  same  cause.  Special  attention  in 
corniection  with  cerebral  syphilis  is  directed  to  double  optic 
neuritis,  hemi-spaHTu,  and  disease  of  the  walls  of  I  he  vessels 
leading  to  thrombosis.  The  intellectud  and  emotional 
manifestations  of  lirain  syphilis  are  oidy  touched  upon 
lightly,  while  no  mention  is  made  of  the  recent  localization 
of  specific  pathoLjgical  changes  upon  the  sympathetic 
nerves  and  ganglia  by  Petrow. 

Bruberger  (3) — ■SypkilUte  3fentn{fUi8*  This  patient,  ag-ed 
30,  two  years  after  infection,  without  previous  headache, 
fell  suddenly  in  the  road  while  walking,  and  remained  some 
minutes  unconscious.  He  recovered  and  was  not  para- 
lysed, hut  rapidly  became  weaker  and  weaker  until  in  eight 
days  he  had  lost  all  power  of  muscular  motion,  being  unable 
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move  even  the  fingers  or  toes.  Sensibility  iind  intelli- 
gence, perfect;  no  pain;  electrical  excitability  scarcely 
diriiinisljCHl  :  pupils*,  norma!  ;  nligbt  senBitiveness  on  pres- 
sing the  skull  ;  none  elicited  on  pressing  theBpine*  Treat- 
loenf  railed.  The  patietitgot  bed  sores,  perineal  abscess, 
etc.,  the  nphincters  relapi?ed,  Jind  he  died.  Autopsy  re- 
vealed meningitis  in  the  cervical  portion  of  tlie  chom,  the 
membranes  being  thickened,  rauttt^^d  together^  ami  adhering 
to  the  subisitance  of  the  cord  and  to  the  bone.  There  were 
hemorrhages  into  this  region  of  the  rord»  atrophy  of  the 
grey  snbstanre,  and  increase  in  size  of  the  central  canal. 
There  was  extensive  basilar  meningitis,  the  pia  being  thick, 
gre3" and  gelatinous.  The  walk  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain 
were  thickened  and  knotty.  It  is  noticeable  in  this  case 
that  with  these  extensive  lesions  there  were  no  paralysis 
of  special  nerves,  no  convnlsions,  tw  pain^  and  that  the 
sent^ibility  of  the  whole  surface  was  intact. 

In  this  case  of  Buzzard's  (4),  fct.  46,  there  was  general 
sifphiliiic  fHiralysts  of  both  extremities  and  of  the  facial 
nerves,  incomplete  paralysis  of  respiration,  deglutition 
of  the  right  sixth  nerve,  and  general  cutaneous  aoa- 
thesiu*  The  attack  came  on  gradaally,  and  no  positive 
history  of  syphilis  conld  be  gained.  Ten-grain  doses  of 
iodide  of  polassimn  produced  improvement  in  twenty-four 
hours.  The  dose  was  run  np  U>  3  j\  some  subcutaneous  in- 
jections of  chloru-albuminate  of  nuMcury  used,  and  in  less 
than  six  months  the  patient  was  entirely  well. 

No,  5  is  an  excellent  text-book  for  popiilanzing  much 
needed  knowledge  of  the  subject  of  syphilitic  ttervous  qffec- 
timis. 

The  interest  in  the  first  of  the  two  ca^ea  of  Reder  (9) 
consists  in  the  fact  that  h)comotor  ataxia  was  the  malady 
ascribed  to  syphilis,  that  it  yiehlL»d  promptly  to  treatment, 
bnt  as  the  latter  was  seemingly  always  suspended  when  the 
Bvniptoms  ceased  relapse  followed  relapse^  until  finally, 
the  symptoms  became  very  severe,  failed  to  respond  to 
treatment,  and  the  [lutient  became  a  permanent  cripple. 

14*  Barety — Atrophy  of  the  interosseous  muscles  of  the 
hand  in  two  syphilitic  patients.  (  Observatitmtf  atrophia  ilea 
mtmJf^i  interosscHX  de  la  main  c)ti'Z  dtux  syphilitiques,) — 
Amud  de  Dtnn.  et  dtt  Syjih.^lSldi,  Nos.  3  and  4. 

15.  Kunze — Syphilouin  of  the  liver  and  porta  hepatis. 
{Sfjpliilmnf  iter  Leber  und  Porta  Itt'patia,) — Deulmk,  Zeitschr* 
f/prarL  nmL  12,  p.  102,  1874. 

16.  Mauriac — Early  gummy  syphilides  resisting  iodide 
of  potasi?ium.     {SyphiliH  gominciise  prewoe  d  rc/rcuHare  a 
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Viodure  de  potass.) — Gazette  des  Hop,^  June  11,  18,  23,  25, 
and  July  2,  1874. 

17.  Stewart,  T.  Granger — Case  of  waxy  and  syphilitic 
disease  of  the  liver,  with  ascites;  recovery  after  frequent 
tapping.  —  Medical  Tiines  aiid  Gazette,  January,  1874, 
p.  121. 

18.  Thierfelder — Syphilis  of  the  liver.  {SyphUitische 
Lebernarbe,  Syphilis  der  Leber,) — Atlas  der  path.  HisfoL, 
Leipzig,  1874.  3d  Lief.  Ta/el  xvi,  figs.  2  and  2  a,  and  Taf. 
xvii,  figs.  3,  3  a,  and  4. 

19.  Thierfelder  — Syphilis  of  the  lung.  {Syphilis  der 
Lunge.) — Atlas  der  path.  Histd  Leipzig,  1872,  1  Lief  Tofd 
v,  fig.  3. 

20.  Weil — Tumors  of  the  jspleen,  early  in  syphilis. 
( TJeher  das  Vorkommen  des  milztumors  bet  frischer  syphilis) 
—CerUralbl.  fur  d.  Medical  Wissenschaft.  1874, 12.  p.  177. 

21.  Weil — Splenic  tumors  in  syphilis,  and  percussion  of 

the  spleen.     (Ueber  dojS  Vorkommen nehst  Bemerk. 

vber  die   Percussion  der  milz.) — Deutsche   Archiv.  f.  Idin. 
med.,  May  15,  1874. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The  Utica  Daily  Observer,  October  3d. 

The  Irish  Hospital  Gazette,  Dublin,  October  1st,  1874. 

Address  on  Obstetrics.  Delivered  before  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  William  B. 
Atkinson,  M.D..  etc.,  Philadelphia,  May,  1874. 

The  Sanitary  Journal.  Devoted  to  Public  Health.  Editor, 
Edward  Playter,  M.D.    Volume  1,  No.  2.     Toronto. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  op  the  Memphis  Microscopical 
Society.     Organized  August^  1874. 

Tbnnitus  Aurium,  or.  Noises  in  the  Ears.  By  Laurence 
Turnbull,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Department  of  Dis- 
eases of  the  Eye  and  Ear,  Howard  Hospital,  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  American  Journal  op  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  op 
Women  and  Children.     Quarterly,  November. 
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BY  H.  H.  TOLAND,  M.D.,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


Thi8  18  an  exceedingly  common  disease,  and  consists  of 
a  thickening  and  dilatation  of  the  coats  of  the  veins.  This 
difficulty  occurs  in  the  veins  of  the  legs,  in  the  hemor- 
rhoidal, the  spermatic,  as  well  as  in  many  of  the  superficial 
veins  of  the  body — as  the  abdominal,  when  the  vena  cava 
is  obstructed.  When  a  hereditary  predisposition  exists, 
the  veins  of  the  leg  may  enlarge  by  the  use  of  tight  gar- 
ters, by  the  pressure  of  the  gravel  uterus,  and  by  remaining 
too  long  in  the  erect  position.  Whatever  hinders  or  retards 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  veins  produces  a  dilata- 
tion, and  generally  a  thickening  of  the  coats  as  well  as  an 
extraordinary  elongation.  In  a  short  time,  in  consequence 
of  the  irritation  of  the  skin  produced  by  the  pressure  of 
the  enlarged  veins,  eczema  appears,  which  is  always 
accompanied  by  so  much  itching  that  the  patient  frequently 
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tears  oft*  the  akin  and  establishes  an  nicer  which  cannDt 
be  cured  without  removing  the  cause. 

These  ulcers  are  cnllet)  varicose,  and,  as  no  inconven- 
ience resultg  from  the  ybhteration  of  the  superficial  veins*, 
they  arc  curable.  The  circulation  is  re-established  by  the 
dilatation  of  other  branches*  Even  when  tlie  inferior  vomt 
cava  is  obliterated  the  lower  portion  of  the  vessel  as  well 
as  its  branches  dilate,  such  as  the  superficial  abdominal  or 
azygos,  whicli  carry  the  bluod  to  the  heart.  When  vein** 
enlarge  without  supplying  the  place  of  some  obliterated 
vessel  or  vessels,  they  are  varicose,  and,  not  only  useleita, 
hut  hnrtfiiL  As  early  as  1532  the  disease  was  recoi^nissed 
and  described  b}'  Paulus  jEgineta. 

True  varices  are  generally  found  in  the  bladder,  rectum, 
spermatic  chord,  and  the  lower  extremities.  The  deep- 
seated  veins  often  become  dilated  before  the  superficial 
enlarge  and  produce  pains  in  the  legs^  as  well  as  a  want  of 
power,  produced  by  the  pressure  made  upon  the  nerves  by 
which  the  parts  are  anpplied.  Certain  conditions  of  the 
system  favor  the  prodaction  of  this  disease. 

As  already  mentioned,  the  coats  of  the  dilated  vein 
generally  become  thickened,  greatly  eh:>ngated,  and  conse- 
quently tortuous.  So  soon  as  the  valve  cusps  lose  their 
power  the  dilatation  and  elongation  increase  very  rapidly, 
which  is  soon  followed  by  eczema  and  ulceration.  The 
feet  are  generally  swollen  and  cold,  particularly  if  thn 
patient  remains  long  in  an  erect  position. 

The  internal  saphena  vein  is  more  frequently  affected 
than  the  external  ;  occasionally  the  dilatation  of  this  vein 
18  irregular,  and  the  coats  become  so  thinned  by  the  dis- 
tension that  they  yield  to  the  weight  of  the  column  of 
blood,  which  may  cause  a  fatal  hemorrhage,  Sometimea 
the  vessels  become  so  distended  that  the  blood  coagnlatei*, 
which  obliterates  the  vessel  permanently  and  effects  a  nub 
ical  cure.  When  the  distension  is  sufiicient  to  produce 
inHammation  ptis  may  form  in  the  vein  in  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity to  require  an  incision  to  enable  it  to  escape. 

Varices  of  long  standing  have  generally  been  regarded 
as  inveterate.     In  the  only  cases  that  have  been  cured,  the 
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result  was  obtained  by  imitating  nature  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble; or,  in  other  words,  by  producing  a  coagulation  of  the 
blood  in  the  veins,  which  will  always,  for  a  time  at  least, 
afford  relief.  I  have  operated  frequently,  and  in  many 
cases  the  disease  was  permanently  cured,  but,  occasionally, 
other  veins  became  enlarged,  which  required  a  second  ope- 
ration. For  many  years  I  have  used  the  toilet  pin  ;  and 
whenever  blood  followed  the  introduction  of  the  pin  it 
was  removed,  in  consequence  of  the  liability  to  phlebitis, 
and  the  dreadful  consequences  which  result  if  allowed  to 
remain.  Dr.  Venon,  of  Vervier,  has  recently  cured  vari- 
ces of  the  legs  by  the  application  of  a  solution  of  the  per- 
chloride  of  iron.  He  directs  it  to  be  diluted  with  three 
parts  of  water,  and  strips  composed  of  two  or  three  thick- 
nesses of  lint  should  be  placed  over  the  enlarged  vessels 
and  secured  by  a  bandage.  According  to  his  report  the 
veins  are  obliterated  in  about  two  weeks. 

Having  read  an  extract  from  the  London  Lancet  on  this 
subject,  and  having  always  cases  of  this  kind  under  my 
care,  I  determined  to  ascertain  whether  the  treatment  was 
reliable  or  not.  The  patient  had  varices  of  both  legs.  I 
performed  Velpeau^s  operation  with  the  pins  on  one  leg,  and 
used  the  per-chloride  on  the  other  ;  three  ounces  of  water 
were  added  to  one  of  the  per-chloride ;  with  this  strips 
of  lint  three  double  were  wet  and  applied  over  the  enlarged 
veins,  which  were  then  covered  with  oiled  silk  and  secured 
by  a  bandage.  The  dressing  was  renewed  every  day.  In 
six  or  seven  days  the  blood  was  coagulated  in  the  small 
branches  ;  and  in  one  case  the  leg  was  cured  in  fifteen 
days,  and  was  in  a  better  condition  than  the  one  in  which 
the  pins  were  used.  In  the  other  case  under  treatment 
the  small  vessels  were  obliterated  in  ten  days,  and  the 
internal  saphena  feels  much  more  firm  than  before  the 
treatment  was  commenced  ;  and  I  think  in  a  few  days  that 
the  vessel  will  be  entirely  obliterated. 


The  softest  road  is  not  always  the  best  road. 
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TWO  SURGICAL  CASES. 


BY   CHARLES   B.  BRIGHAM,    M.D.,  HARV.,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


idiopathic  facial  neuralgia — EXCISION  OF  A  PORTION  OP 
THE  INFERIOR  DENTAL  NERVE  BY  TREPHINING  THE  LOWER 
JAW — IMMEDIATE   RELIEF. 

I. 

Daniel  C,  aet.  46,  s.  Six  years  ago  a  pain  like  a  tooth- 
ache be^an  in  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw  on  the  left  side  ; 
it  continued  day  and  night,  and  at  last  the  patient  had  five 
teeth  extracted  in  hopes  of  relief.  He  was  disappointed, 
however,  the  pain  was  as  great  as  before  the  operation. 
He  then  tried  poultices  and  all  kinds  of  lotions,  but  still 
the  pain  did  not  pass  away.  In  December,  1873,  he  went 
to  New  York,  and  soon  afterwards  an  operation  was  per- 
formed in  the  Brooklyn  Hospital,  by  which  the  inferior 
dental  nerve  was  divided  from  within  the  mouth.  Accord- 
ing to  the  patient's  story  the  wound  was  healed  in  a  week, 
and  then  the  trouble  went  away  altogether.  He  had  no  pain 
during  the  six  subsequent  months,  but  after  that  time 
it  began  again  as  bad  as  ever.  A  second  operation, 
similar  to  the  first,  was  then  performed.  After  this  the 
pain  was  not  wholly  abolished,  but  was  much  relieved. 
This  relief  was  but  temporary,  for  in  August,  1874,  the 
pain  was  excruciating.  At  present  it  comes  on  in  flashes, 
followed  by  regular  beats  ;  it  is  confined  to  the  angle  and 
ascending  ramus  of  the  jaw.  The  ear  on  the  corresponding 
side  has  never  ached.  Every  two  or  three  minutes  the 
left  cheek  becomes  rigid  and  contracted  from  pain  ;  the 
patient  buries  his  face  in  his  hands  and  waits  for  the  spasm 
to  pass  by,  while  the  tears  roll  down  his  cheeks ;  or  he 
rubs  the  cheek  violently  with  the  palm  of  his  hand,  and 
thus  tries  to  find  relief.  The  whiskers  on  the  left  side  of 
the  face  are  quite  rubbed  awa\\  There  is  no  pain  in  swal- 
lowing, but  the  spasm  comes  on  violently  after  talking  a 
minute  or  two.     The  cheek  is  not  painful  to  the  touch, 
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but  pulling  a  hair  from  the  left  side  of  the  head  or  face 
causes  a  spasm.  His  general  health  is  good,  but  he  has 
become  quite  thin,  worn  out  by  the  pain.  On  the  11th  of 
September,  Drs.  Chamberlain,  Stout  and  others  assisting, 
the  patient  was  etherized.  For  the  first  ten  minutes  of 
the  etherization  the  spasms  of  the  cheek  and  jaw  were  well 
pronounced,  coming  on  once  in  three  minutes.  An  incision 
an  inch  and  three  quarters  in  length,  slightly  concave 
towards  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  was  made  on  a  line  extend- 
ing from  just  below  the  coronoid  process  to  the  angle  of 
the  jaw  ;  the  masseter  being  exposed,  its  fibres  were  sepa- 
rated by  means  of  a  director,  and  when  the  bone  was 
reached  its  periosteum  was  scraped  away  to  a  slight 
extent.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  held  back  by 
retractors.  A  thin  plate  of  bone  being  sawed  through,  it 
was  pryed  from  its  place  by  an  elevator  ;  it  broke  in  two 
bits  while  coming  away,  and  one  piece  was  then  removed 
by  a  small  curved  chisel.  The  dental  canal  was  in  the 
centre  of  the  hole  made  in  the  bone  ;  the  nerve  was  soon 
detected  and  lifted  from  its  neighboring  vessels  by  a  small 
tenaculum  ;  it  was  divided  by  scissors  at  either  end  as  far 
as  possible,  so  that  exactly  half  an  inch  was  excised.  A 
damp  sponge  was  then  placed  in  the  wound  and  left  there, 
thus  checking  a  slight  oozing  of  blood.  On  withdrawing 
the  sponge  there  was  a  slight  discharge  of  saliva,  showing 
that  the  parotid  gland  had  been  interfered  with.  Four 
sutures  were  placed  in  the  wound  ;  the  lower  end  was  left 
open.  A  fresh  sponge,  wrung  out  in  carbolized  glycerine, 
was  then  placed  over  the  incision  ;  a  compress,  Lister's 
gauze,  and  a  snug  bandage  around  the  head  and  neck, 
completed  the  dressing.  The  patient,  having  received  a 
quarter  of  a  grain  of  morphine  subcutaneously,  went  home 
in  a  carriage.  On  examining  the  plate  of  bone  removed, 
much  softening  was  perceived  ;  it  was  full  of  fat  globules, 
and  the  cancellated  tissue  seemed  to  give  way  more  readily 
than  was  natural.  The  excised  portion  of  nerve  was 
placed  in  a  cup  and  covered  with  a  small  quantity  of  blood 
squeezed  from  a  sponge.  It  was  noticed  subsequently  that 
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the  surface  of  this  blood  was  covered  with  minute  oil 
globules.  Under  the  microscope  no  change  in  the  nerve 
could  be  detected.  The  nerve  measured  one-sixteenth  of 
an  inch  in  diameter. — Evening  P.  84  T.  29^.  The  patient 
feels  quite  comfortable  and  is  sitting  up  ;  he  says  that 
there  is  a  constant  beating  in  the  cheek,  and  that  the 
lower  lip  feels  numb  on  one  side  ;  he  has  but  little  pain  in 
the  cheek. 

September  12— P.  65,  T.  29^.  The  face  is  quite  dry, 
and  somewhat  swollen  on  the  left  side.  He  slept  soundly 
last  night  for  the  first  time  for  many  months,  and  is  in 
excellent  spirits  ;  the  bandage  remains  unchanged.  Even- 
ing P.  92  T.  30^.  The  left  side  of  the  face  is  much 
swollen  ;  the  bandage  was  removed  and  the  wound  wa8 
found  united  throughout.  It  being  somewhat  puffy  around 
the  line  of  the  incision,  a  probe  was  passed  through  its 
lower  extremity  ;  it  gave  vent  to  a  small  quantity  of  clear, 
viscid  saliva.  A  bit  of  silk  was  left  m  the  opening  made 
by  the  probe  and  a  wet  compress  was  laid  over  the  cheek. 

September  I3th— P.  82,  T.  29^.  The  patient  had  one 
spasm  of  pain  to-day,  being  greatly  affected  by  the  sudden 
death  of  his  uncle,  who  was  present  at  the  operation  bat 
two  days  previously. 

September  14th— P.  76,  T.  29^.  The  patient  was  sound 
asleep  this  morning  at  the  visit  ;  the  swelling  in  the 
cheek  had  disappeared  and  the  wound  was  dry  and 
healed ;  the  uneasy  feeling  in  the  cheek  is  dimin- 
ishing. The  bandage  was  kept  on  the  face  until  the  24th, 
by  way  of  precaution  ;  there  was  then  no  pain  in  either 
jaw  or  cheek  ;  the  line  of  incision  was  hardly  perceptible  ; 
the  patient  is  growing  stouter,  and  is  at  present — Novem- 
ber 25th — hard  at  work. 

PERFORATING  ULCER  OF  THE  FOOT — RESECTION  OF  THE  FIRST 
METATARSAL  AND  FIRST  PHALANGEAL  BONES,  TOGETHER 
WITH   EXCISION   OP  THE  ULCER — SUCCESSFUL   RESULT. 

II. 

H.  L.  45  m.  The  patient,  a  strong,  large  man,  has 
suff'ered  for  the  last  five  years  with  sore  feet.     Prom  his 
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own  account,  the  skin  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  soles  of 
the  feet  has  for  many  years,  and  without  known  cause, 
been  much  thickened.  Under  the  metatarso-phalangeal 
joints  of  either  foot  would  appear  from  time  to  time,  and 
shifting  from  one  place  to  another,  an  inflammation  and 
painful  swelling.  After  a  week  or  two  this  swelling  would 
open  of  itself  by  a  minute  aperture,  and  then  discharge  a 
thin,  yellowish,  fetid  serum.  The  opening  would  then 
enlarge,  and  beneath  it  could  be  seen  the  red,  bare  tissue 
of  the  skin  ;  the  borders  of  the  opening,  at  first  hard  and 
thick,  gradually  became  detached  from  the  subjacent  tissue 
and  elevated,  and  the  discharge  collecting  under  them, 
would  make  a  most  offensive  odor.  The  sore  would  then 
extend  its  circumference  and  grow  deeper,  having  for  its 
base  a  greyish  tissue,  scarcely  deserving  the  name  of  gran- 
ulations. Locomotion  being  at  last  impracticable,  the 
patient  would  lay  up  for  a  month  or  two  ;  the  severer 
symptoms  would  be  ameliorated,  the  ulcer  would  nearly 
heal,  or  would  shift  its  position,  always  leaving  a  tender 
spot  at  the  base  of  the  toes.  As  the  patient's  business 
required  him  to  stand  on  his  feet  most  of  the  time,  their 
condition  made  his  life  far  from  agreeable.  He  had  tried 
all  sorts  of  dressings,  and  found  most  relief  from  flax-seed 
poultice!?.  Each  physician  who  attended  him  ordered  him 
a  different  pair  of  boots,  so  that  at  last  he  counted  them  by 
the  bushel.  It  was  finally  proposed  to  operate  on  the  foot 
in  hopes  of  permanent  relief;  there  were  at  the  time  two 
ulcers,  one  at  the  base  of  each  great  toe.  The  one  on  the 
right  foot  was  by  far  the  more  serious,  being  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  in  diameter  at  its  base,  while  the  surrounding 
skin  was  destroyed  and  undermined  to  the  extent  of  an 
inch  and  a  half;  the  depth  of  the  ulcer  wag  nearly  half  an 
inch,  owing  somewhat  to  the  thickened  cutis.  The  great 
toe  was  much  hypertrophied,  and  turned  under  the  second 
and  third  toes.  No  dead  bone  could  be  felt  with  a  probe, 
but  the  finger  detected  a  hardened  base,  which  proved 
afterward  to  be  due  to  the  enlarged  sesamoid  bones,  which 
were    closely   adherent   to   the    granulations,    and    much 
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softened  and  necrosed.  It  was  decided  to  remove  the  meta- 
tarso-phalangeal  joint  and  excising  the  ulcer  to  allow  the 
part  to  heal  by  granulations.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of 
September,  Drs.  Wythe,  Martinache  and  others  assisting, 
the  patient  was  etherized,  and  a  straight  incision  three 
inches  in  length  was  made  along  the  inner  side  of  the  great 
toe  and  metatarsal  bone.  The  joint  was  then  opened,  and 
as  much  of  the  periosteum  as  possible  was  scraped  away 
from  the  end  of  the  metatarsal  bone-  and  first  phalange  ; 
the  former  bone  was  then  disarticulated  at  its  distal  end, 
and  with  a  chain  saw  was  divided  in  its  upper  third.  It 
was  then  noticed  that  the  cancellated  tissue  was  soft  and 
discolored,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  remove  still  half  an 
inch  of  the  bone.  Even  then  the  bone  tissue  did  not  have 
a  healthy  appearance,  but  it  was  thought  safer  to  let  it 
remain  as  it  was  rather  than  open  the  tarso-metatarsal 
articulation.  The  first  phalanx  of  the  great  toe  was  dis- 
sected away,  together  with  two  large  sesamoid  bones,  each 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  length.  Eight  ligatures  were 
placed  upon  small  arteries  ;  the  ulcer  itself  and  some  of 
the  surrounding  tissue  were  cut  away.  To  the  eye  this 
tissue  looked  like  pork  fat.  Clean  sponges  were  left  in 
either  wound,  and  afterwards  Lister's  dressing  was  applied. 
Evening  P.  88,  T.  30.  The  next  day  there  was  no  swellin*:^ 
in  the  foot ;  and  no  pain.  On  the  9th  the  sponges  were 
removed  without  hemorrhage.  P.  82,  T.  30.  On  the  lOtli 
the  patient  sat  up  on  a  lounge.  The  dressing  was  not 
changed  until  the  15th  ;  charpie  was  then  inserted  between 
the  flaps,  so  that  the  wound  by  healing  from  the  bottom 
would  give  greater  thickness  to  the  foot.  On  the  20th  the 
granulations  were  on  a  level  with  the  surrounding  skin  ; 
the  wound  was  then  strapped  with  adhesive  plaster  ;  the 
antiseptic  dressing  was  still  continued.  On  the  7th  of 
October  the  wound  w^as  wholly  healed  ;  there  was  no  trace 
of  the  ulcer  ;  the  big  toe  was  in  good  position  at  the  side 
of  its  fellows,  but  somewhat  shortened  ;  the  patient  suf- 
fered no  pain  whatever,  and  had  no  fever  from  the  first. 
While  he  was  recovering  from  the  operation  the  ulcer  on 


B  R I G  H  A  M ,  Two  Surgical  Cases.  631 

the  left  foot  had  been  treated  with  carbolized  glycerine, 
and  had  become  wholly  healed.  At  the  patient's  request 
a  pair  of  shoes  were  ordered  which  measured  one  inch 
longer  than  the  foot,  and  which  had  low,  wide  heels  and 
broad  soles.  By  this  kind  of  heels  the  pressure  was  some- 
what taken  away  from  the  metatarso-phalangeal  articula- 
tion. It  was  explained  to  the  patient  that  the  ulcer  on 
the  left  foot  would  probably  return  after  walking  upon  it. 
The  right  foot  seemed  in  excellent  condition,  and  the 
resection  did  not  make  any  inconvenience  in  walking. 

First  described  in  France  by  Oloquet,  in  1837,  the  per- 
forating ulcer  of  the  foot  is  now  recognized  as  a  formidable 
malady  ;  constitutional,  and  in  certain  cases  hereditary, 
it  originates  as  a  flattened  corn  with  thickened  elevated 
edges.  A  fistulous  opening  soon  forms  at  its  centre,  and 
gives  rise  to  a  very  offensive  discharge.  A  probe  passed 
into  the  fistula  detects  a  separation  of  the  epidermis  from 
its  subjacent  tissue  to  some  distance  on  either  side.  After 
the  fistula  has  remained  open  for  a  little  while  the  dermis 
begins  to  ulcerate,  and  then  the  bones  beneath  the  grey, 
unhealthy  granulations  of  the  base  may  be  found  uncovered. 
It  remains  in  this  condition  for  months,  until  the  patient 
takes  to  bed,  when  it  heals  up,  to  appear  in  the  same  or  a 
neighboring  spot,  as  the  patient  begins  walking.  As  the 
disease  rarely  if  ever  attacks  the  heel,  it  was  N^laton's 
idea  to  make  the  patient  walk  on  that  part  of  the  foot  so 
as  to  take  away  the  pressure  from  the  toes.  Mr.  Hancock, 
in  his  excellent  work  on  the  "Operative  Surgery  of  the 
Foot  and  Ankle,"  page  74,  says :  **  Once  perforating  ulcer 
of  the  sole  of  the  foot  is  established  and  recognized,  it  is 
better  at  once  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  metatarsal  bones 
either  by  Chopart's,  Syme's,  or  PirogofFs  amputations,  than 
by  palliative  operations  and  remedies,  condemn  our  patient 
to  a  succession  of  painful  disappointments."  With  our 
patient  it  was  thought  advisable  to  try  the  effect  of  remov- 
ing the  metatarso-phalangeal  joint  before  resorting  to  a 
more  serious  operation,  especially  as  the  removal  of 
necrosed  bone  from  the  great  toe  of  the  left  foot  some  years 
ago  had  been  followed  by  great  amelioration  in  the  ulcer. 
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PROFESSOR  C,  M.  BATES'  CLINIC  AT  THE  CITY 
AND  COUNTY  HOSPITAL. 


Two  Cases  of  Abscess  of  the  Liver. 


REPORTED   BY   C.    T.    MILLER,    M.D.,   SAN   FRANCISCO. 


Case  No.  1.  L.  L.,  native  of  France,  ast.  36.  Admitted 
in  the  City  and  County  Hospital  March  27th,  1874, 
patient  complaining  of  severe  pain  in  the  right  side,  about 
the  region  of  the  liver,  headache,  constipation  of  the 
bowels,  loss  of  appetite  and  sleep,  and  fever  of  a  remittent 
type.  On  examination  of  the  patient  the  liver  was  found 
to  be  very  much  enlarged  ;  great  pain  on  percussion  ;  skin 
dark  ;  tongue  coated  ;  system  otherwise  well  nourished. 

Diagnosis — Circumscribed  inflammation  of  the  liver. 

Ordered  emplast.  canth.  4  x6,  and  5;  mass  hydrag.  ji, 
podophylin  gr.  iij,  misco  ft.  pil.  No.  xij  ;  signa  three  pills 
every  other  night ;  P^pil.  quinise  sulph.  ad  grs.  ij.  No.  xij; 
signa  two  pills  three  times  a  day. 

April  3d — Pain  very  acute,  with  loss  of  sleep  ;  bowels 
constipated.  Ordered  ^  pil.  cathar.  comp.  No.  xij  ;  sig. 
three  pills  every  second  or  third  night  ;  1^  chloral  hydrat. 
^ij,  potassii  bromidii  ^i,  syr.  anrantii^ijaquafont  3iij  misco, 
sig.  one  tablespoonful  at  night. 

April  15th — Acute  symptoms  still  present.  Ordered 
emplast.  canthar.  6x8. 

April  25th — Appetite  is  very  poor  ;  fever  still  of  quo- 
tidian type.  Ordered  9  quiniaj  sulph.  3J  ;  acid  sulph.  arc. 
^ij  ;  spts.  eth.  uit.  ;  tinct.  myrrha  a@  3J  ;  tinct.  gentian 
comp.  ;  tinct.  cincho  co. ;  syr.  simplex  a@  ^ij.  Misco. 
sig.  one  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 

May  9th — Patient  failing  in  strength.  Ordered  spts. 
frumenti  3VJ  daily. 

May  25th — Patient  unable  to  lie  upon  his  back  is  owing 
to  the  pressure  of  the  liver  against  the  lung  ;  breathing  is 
very  laborious.     Ordered  claret  oj  daily. 

May  27th — Symptoms  of  pneumonia  well  marked  in 
lower  lobe  of  right   lung  ;  pulse  110;    temperature  103  ; 
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continued  quinine.  Ordered  ^  tinct.  verat  vorid  31,  sig. 
five  drops  every  three  hours  till  pulse  is  lowered  ;  milk 
punch  and  beef  tea  to  be  freely  given  ;  one  egg  morning 
and  night  ;  a  tablespoonful  of  brandy  every  two  hours. 

May  29th— Pulse  80  ;  temperature  100. 

June  2d— Acute  symptoms  of  pneumonia  controlled; 
discontinued  tinct.  verat  virid. 

June  4th — Patient  improving  very  fast ;  continuing  beef 
tea,  eggs  and  brandy. 

June  6th — Pain  in  the  liver  very  much  aggravated.  Or- 
dered 9j  ferri  et  quiniaa  cit.  31]  ;  tinct.  cincho  co.  ;  aqua 
memth  pip.  a@  3iij.  M.  Sig.  one  tablespoonful  three 
times  a  day. 

June  12th — Patient  feels  very  much  exhausted  ;  abscess 
broke  its  way  through  diaphragm  into  the  lung ;  a  con- 
stant cough  is  kept  up,  and  the  pus  ejected  from  the  lung 
in  large  quantity — nearly  one  quart  in  twelve  hours. 

June  15th — The  abscess  still  continues  to  discharge ; 
the  pain  is  less  acute,  but  the  cough  is  very  distressing  to 
the  patient. 

June  17th — The  discharge  of  the  abscess  is  less  in  ^quan- 
tity and  the  patient  is  very  much  relieved. 

June  25th — The  discharge  of  the  abscess  has  ceased  ; 
the  whole  quantity  of  pus  was  nearly  three  pints. 

July  1st — Patient  is  able  to  leave  his  bed  and  walk 
around  ;  the  liver,  which  formerly  reached  within  a  half- 
incti  of  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  has  receded  nearly  to  its 
normal  size. 

August  Ist — Patient  has  a  distressing  cough,  with  an 
occasional  discharge  of  matter  ;  lower  part  of  lung  consoli- 
dated. 

September  3d — Patient  discharged  with  slight  cough, 
but  feels  well  otherwise. 

Case  No.  2.  J.  L.,  native  of  Ireland,  ret.  38.  Admitted 
in  the  City  and  County  Eoapital  August  23d,  1874.  On 
admission  the  patient  complained  of  a  severe  pain  in  the 
right  side  below  the  ribs.  On  examining,  found  the  liver 
very  much    enlarged,    representing  a  large  tumor  ;   the 


634  Original  Communications. 

spleen  also  very  much  enlarged  ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  severe 
pain  in  the  frontal  region  of  the  head ;  tongue  coated  ; 
pulse  110  ;  bowels  constipated.  Ordered  9j  pil  cathar.  co. 
xij  ;  sig.  three  every  other  night.  ^  pil  quin.  sulph.  a@ 
gr.  ij,  No.  xij.  Sig.  two  pills  three  times  a  day  ;  ffe  Wngt. 
iodine  co.  jij  ;  sig.,  use  three  times  a  day  over  the  region 
of  the  liver  and  spleen. 

August  24th — Condition  of  the  patient  unimproved.  Or- 
dered emplast.  canthar.  8  x  10 ;  to  be  applied  over  the 
liver. 

August  26th — Patient  is  complaining  of  intermittent 
fever  of  the  quotidian  type;  increased  the  dose  of  quinine, 

August  30th — The  patient  had  a  chill  every  day  ;  qui- 
nine in  large  doses  seems  to  have  but  little  effect.  Ordered 
sulph.  bebrus  ji,  ft.  pil.  No.  xx  ;  sig.,  two  pills  three  times 
a  day. 

September  4th — The  patient  had  no  chill  for  the  past 
two  days  ;  complains  of  excruciating  pain  over  the  seat  of 
the  liver. 

September  6th — Patient  has  a  high  fever  ;  temperature 
102  ;  pulse  110  ;  the  pain  is  very  great.  Ordered  stimu- 
lants and  beef  tea  to  be  freely  given. 

September  lOth — The  abscess  of  the  liver  broke  this 
morning  into  the  deodenum,  with  such  a  force  that  some 
of  the  pus  passed  into  the  stomach,  which  he  vomited  up, 
and  from  the  bowels  he  passed  two  night-vessels  full  of 
faecal  and  pus  discharges. 

September  11th — The  patient  is  easy  but  much  exhaust- 
ed ;  had  another  discharge  from  the  bowels,  mostly  pus; 
temperature  normal ;  pulse  85. 

September  14th — The  patient  is  up  out  of  bed  for  a  few 
hours  ;  the  discharges  from  the  bowels  are  streaked  with 
pus;  no  pain  on  pressure  over  any  part  of  the  abdomen. 

September  18th — Patient  feels  well  and  quite  strong  ; 
the  discharge  from  the  abscess  has  ceased ;  the  outline  of 
the  liver  can  be  felt  two  inches  below  the  ribs ;  formerly 
it  extended  nearly  to  the  crest  of  the  ilium. 

September  19th — Patient  discharged  cured. 
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In  neither  of  these  cat*es  was  there  any  fluctuation  dis- 
covered to  warrant  surgical  intervention. 


ATAXIA. 


Locomotor  Ataxia  and  Schlerosis  of  the  Posterior 
Columns  of  the  Spinal  Cord  in  Childhood— Opthal- 
moscopic  Signs. 

BY   M.   BOUCfHUT, 

{Gazette  des  HopUatix,  No.  38,  1874.) 

Translated  from  the  French,  by  James  G.  Steele,  of  San  Francisco. 


Locomotor  Ataxia  is  seldom  observed  among  children. 
In  an  excellent  monograph  of  our  confrere,  Topinard,  of 
one  hundred  and  four  observations  which  he  has  collected, 
not  one  case  under  twenty-six  years  of  age  appears.  Frie- 
derich  mentions  but  three  cases  in  young  sub jects  between 
the  ages  of  fifteen  and  eighteen  years.  To-day  two  cases 
of  ataxia  have  presented  themselves  to  my  observation  ; 
one,  that  of  a  child  of  eleven,  and  the  other  a  subject  of 
fourteen  years.  An  excellent  occasion  is  here  offered  to 
study  this  disease  in  infancy  and  to  note  its  resemblances 
and  differences  from  that  of  adult  age. 

1  will  also  at  the  same  time  direct  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  opthalmoscopic  signs  first  made  known  by 
mo  in  the  year  1866,  and  by  which  we  can  diagnose  the 
primary  stage  of  this  malady. 

The  first  of  these  invalids  is  a  boy  aged  eleven  years, 
sick  for  fifteen  days,  and  who  without  any  previous  sickness 
was  seized  with  a  marked  feebleness  of  the  superior  and 
inferior  members.  He  walks  irregularly,  and  equally  so 
whether  with  open  or  closed  eyes.  He  has  dull  pains  in 
the  knees,  and  tinglings  in  the  feet,  which  disappear  and 
return  alternately  from  time  to  time.  He  is  troubled  with 
frontal  headaches,  visual  feebleness  and  obscurations  of 
sight,  and  sometimes  diplopia,  with  occasional  convergent 
strabismus. 
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He  has  no  difficulty  of  hearing,  nor  of  general  sensi- 
bility. Reflex  sensibility  is  perfect.  The  child  has  but 
little  appetite,  no  sickness  of  stomach,  but  complains  of  a 
slight  constipation.     His  pulse  is  regular. 

Upon  application  of  the  opthalmoscope,  the  two  papillaa 
are  discovered  of  a  pale  rose  tint,  diffused,  of  a  flattened 
appearance,  and  in  an  evidently  congested  state.  The 
arteries  are  small,  and  the  veins  slightly  dilated.  These 
symptoms  represent  the  first  stage  of  hyperemia  produced 
by  spinal  affections. 

The  second  case  is  that  of  a  girl  of  fourteen  years — 
small,  and  of  a  short  stature  ;  formerly  rachetic,  not  "having 
had  established  the  catamenial  flow,  and  showing  but 
slight  external  signs  of  puberty.  She  has  been  affected 
for  two  years.  On  returning  from  a  walk  she  felt  herself 
feeble  and  walked  with  difficulty.  Since  that  time  she  has 
never  recovered.  She  has  never  had  rheumatism,  and 
there  has  never  appeared  in  her  past  history  any  circum- 
stance indicative  of  syphilis,  alcoholism,  or  lead-poisoning. 
The  cause  of  her  malady  is  entirely  unknown.  However 
this  may  be,  this  child  has  had,  and  still  has,  headaches 
from  time  to  time.  She  has  had  sometimes  momentary 
embarrassment  of  speech,  diplopia,  and  a  notable  visual 
enfeeblement. 

She  suffers  in  her  back  and  loins.  In  the  back  it  is  a 
spinal  pain,  provoked  by  pressure  on  the  process  of  the 
tenth  dorsal  vertebra  and  of  the  second  lumbar.  In  the 
loins,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  permanent  pain  with  lateral 
constriction  of  the  thorax  ;  and  this  pain  incommodes  the 
child  from  straightening  herself  after  having  knelt  or 
bended  forward. 

She  has  formications  and  congestions  in  the  inferior 
members,  which  are  traversed  by  pains  deep-seated,  artic- 
ular, or  appearing  in  the  continuations  of  the  members. 
The  pains  are  not  accompanied  with  heat  or  flushings; 
they  arc  lancinating,  sometimes  quite  acute,  and  accom- 
panied with  twitchings  which  cause  the  members  to  jerk. 

The  child  walks  slowly  with  difficulty,  without  vacilla- 
tion and  without  evident  trouble  of  muscular  co-ordination; 
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for,  though  the  steps  are  small  and  uncertain,  they  are, 
nevertheless,  regular,  and  whether  the  eyes  are  open  or 
closed  the  movements  are  always  the  same. 

In  bed,  the  eyes  being  closed,  the  child  moves  its  legs  at 
the  request  of  the  observer.  She  moves  them  to  right  or 
.  left  when  directed,  but  more  feebly  than  when  the  eyes 
are  open,  and  with  a  light  tremor.  She  can  raise  the  hands 
so  as  to  touch  the  face,  and  in  fact  in  all  directions.  I  did 
not  observe  with  them  the  least  tremor.  The  eyes  being 
closed,  she  can  always  sustain  a  weight  in  the  hands  or 
maintain  it  with  the  fingers.  Therefore  the  muscular 
sense  is  intact,  and  she  has  at  the  utmost  only  a  slight  fee- 
bleness in  the  movements  of  the  limbs. 

The  sense  of  touch  is  equally  intact,  and  there  are  only 
the  reflex  movements  which  are  repressed,  inasmuch  as 
one  can  titillate  in  any  manner  the  soles  of  the  feet  with- 
out any  evidence  of  uneasiness  or  shrinking.  The  electric 
contractility  is  preserved. 

The  child  has  a  good  appetite,  is  never  sick  at  the 
stomach,  goes  to  stool  regularly  and  has  no  trouble  with 
the  urine.  She  does  not  cough  nor  present  any  abnormal 
pulmonary  signs. 

The  auscultation  of  the  heart  indicates  at  the  first  time 
at  the  base  within  the  nipple,  quite  a  strung  bellows- 
sound,  followed  by  a  normal  valvular  beat,  which  proves 
a  slight  diminution  of  the  aortic  orifice. 

In  the  eyes,  the  opthalmoscope  reveals  an  excessive  hy- 
peremia of  the  optic  nerve,  of  which  the  papilla  is  obscure, 
and  whose  borders,  especially  on  the  right  side,  present  a 
slight  grayish  infiltration  of  the  retina.  This  alteration  is 
more  marked  in  the  right  than  in  the  left  eye. 

By  these  symptoms  it  is  easy  to  recognize  a  malady  of 
the  spinal  cord,  a  disetise  chronic  for  two  years,  and  which 
has  obtained  possession  of  the  sensitive  cords  in  prof:>rence 
to  the  motor  cords.  In  fact  there  is  no  paralysis  of  motion, 
but  only  that  of  sensibility.  It  is,  without  doubt,  a  malady 
of  the  spinnl  cord,  for  it  has  produced,  from  the  first, 
embarrassment  of  speech,  slight  diplopia  and  a  notable 
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visual  debility,  which  is  explained  by  the  action  of  the 
great  sympathetic  nerve,  whose  roots  are  lost  in  the  spinal 
cord  at  the  commencement  of  the  dorsal  region. 

All  these  maladies  of  the  spinal  cord,  as  well  as  those 
that  I  have  made  known  to  the  profession  in  my  **  Re- 
cherches  de  C6r6bro8copie,"  give  always  as  a  first  symptom, 
hyperemia  of  the  papilla,  alteration  of  the  nerve,  and  in 
most  cases,  atrophy  and  amaurosis. 

In  what  does  this  disease  of  the  spinal  cord  consist  ? 
Where  is  its  locality  ? 

It  is  a  chronic  myellitis  of  the  spinal  cord,  not  a  soften- 
ing, which,  destroying  all  the  nervous  elements,  induces 
motive  and  sensitive  paralysis,  but  a  particd  induration  dis- 
seminated, which  by  its  nature  leaves  intact  a  part  of  the 
nerve-tubes. 

This  induration  is  now  called  **Schlerosis."  Formerly, 
one  would  express  the  lesion  by  a  word  of  Latin  etymology. 
Now,  following  the  order  of  change,  we  qualify  by  a  word 
of  Greek  origin.  If  this  is  satisfactory  to  pathologists  and 
this  change  of  language  renders  them  happy,  I  present 
them  my  congratulations. 

We  have  then  to  do  at  present  with  an  induration  or 
schlerosis  of  the  spinal  cord. 

In  accordance  with  the  examination  of  the  patient  not 
paralyzed,  this  induration  does  not  occupy  the  anterior 
columns,  and  in  keeping  with  the  sensitive  disturbance  as 
shown  in  her  case,  only  the  posterior  columns  are  aflFected. 
Is  this  schlerotic  induration  in  continuous  bands  or  in 
scattered  patches? 

By  reason  of  the  slight  gravity  of  the  symptoms  we  can 
believe  that  the  schlerosis  is  not  greatly  extended,  and  is 
not  yet  at  that  period  when  considerable  parts  of  the 
medullary  spinal  tissue  are  separated  from  the  diseased 
portions. 

It  is  evidently  a  schlerosis,  disseminated  —  occupying 
the  posterior  filaments  of  the  cord  and  extending  very 
high,  as  is  demonstrated  by  the  disturbance  of  both  speech 
and  vision. 
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The  cause  of  the  mahidy  is  unknown.  No  diathesis,  no 
poisoning  can  account  for  its  origin.  By  reason  of  the 
cardiac  murmur  of  the  aorta,  we  might  attribute  it  to  a 
latent  rheumatic  influence,  but  that  is  all.  In  short,  the 
child  has  never  had  acute  articular  rheumatism,  and  if  she 
has  spinal  rheumatism  it  exists  as  a  primitive  malady. 

Without  devoting  more  attention  to  the  nature  of  this 
schlerosis  of  the  posterior  filaments  of  the  spinal  cord — a 
question  insoluble — I  would  state  that  I  have  not  shown,  or 
more  properly  made  known,  the  nature  of  the  lesions  exist- 
ing in  the  child,  of  which  I  have  spoken.  Of  these  lesions 
a  good  idea  can  be  formed  from  the  anterior  facts.  They 
are  all  the  same,  save  in  extent ;  they  are  recognizable 
with  the  eye  as  well  as  with  the  microscope. 

To  the  unaided  eye,  the  spinal  cord  being  deprived  of  its 
Pia  Mater,  shows  on  the  while  medullary  substance  various 
yellowish  spots,  firm  to  the  touch  and  more  or  less  large 
and  contiguous.  Moistened  with  a  solution  of  chromic 
acid,  or  a  solution  of  carmine,  and  afterwards  cleansed 
with  distilled  water,  the  spots  assume  a  white  color  in  the 
first  instance,  and  a  rose  tint  in  the  second.  These  lesions 
present  themselves  at  different  heights  from  the  bulb  to 
the  cerebral  peduncles  of  the  cord,  and  even  as  far  as  the 
walls  of  the  ventricles.  The  nerve  roots,  and  in  the  cra- 
nium, the  optic  nerves  on  the  third  pair,  are  sometimes 
yellowish  and  gelatinous. 

Under  the  microscope  it  is  seen  that  the  nerve  elements, 
both  cells  and  tubes,  have  in  part  disappeared.  The  tubes 
are  emptied  of  their  pulp;  at  times  granulated  and  shrunken 
to  the  size  of  their  axis-cylinder.  They  are  choked  with 
a  superabundance  of  neuroglia  and  of  fibres  of  connective 
tissue,  rarely  by  amygloidal  corpuscules,  and  finally  by 
fatty  granulations,  according  to  the  age  of  the  malady. 

When  the  lesion  is  examined  in  transverse  sections  col- 
ored with  carmine,  its  depth  and  the  degree  to  which  it 
has  extended  can  be  distinctly  discerned. 

To  sum  up,  and  to  show  that  this  affection  is  sdely  spinal 
schlerosis  :    There  is,  in  the  points  affected,  a  destruction 
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of  the  nerve-elemente  of  the  Bpiiml  cord  by  pressiiro  of 
the  newly-formed  connective  tissue,  ir  there  \s  abunda^nt 
proliferation  of  t!io  connective  tis«uo  and  disappearance  af 
a  large  number  of  nerve-tubea,  ataxia  is  well  defined  ;  on 
the  contrary^  if  the  8chlero»is  is  discrote,  atrongly  dissoin* 
inated,  there  exist  only  sensitive  troubles  and  slight  inco- 
ordination of  movement* 

With  the  child  last  mentioned,  the  schlorom.H  apiionrerl 
to  have  boon  of  an  exceed inpflj^nlow  evolution,  jndging  from 
the  alight  progress  it  has  made  during  the  two  years  isinco 
the  epoch  of  its  invasion, 

Tliis  makidy  will  hist  for  many  years ;  for  tho  cadOB  of 
this  nature  may  be  prolonged  fifteon  or  twenty  years*,  with 
a  progressive  aggravation  which  terminates  in  death. 

Can  the  disease  be  cured  ?  Yes,  Examplea  of  perfect 
cure  are  known,  but  they  are  difficult  to  obtain. 

To  attain  a  cure,  wo  must  have  recourse  to  vapor-donchet, 
natural  or  artificial  sulphur-baths,  revulsives  over  tho  8piiie, 
such  as  cauteries,  moxaa,  vesicants,  exciting  aromatic 
frictions  or  applications!  electrications  and  preparatiana  of 
arsenic,  iodine,  iron,  and  nitrate  of  silver. 

I  do  not  attach  great  importance  to  the  use  of  electricity, 
as  it  excites  in  lieu  of  allaying  the  pains,  and  which  ift  of 
benefit  only  in  cases  of  spinal  motor  paralysis.  I  prefer 
snlpliur-bathis  as  a  local  moans  of  treatment,  tho  tritenial 
adniinistration  of  nitrate  of  silver,  which,  though  failitig 
often,  sometimes  ameliorates  and  effects  a  cure,  I  f^Wo  tho 
crystalized  nitrate  of  silver  in  pillsi  from  tho  faUamng 
formula : 

Q,     Argent.  Nitrat,  cryst,,  50  centigrammej*; 

Mica  Pauis,  q.  s, 
M*    Div*  in  pil.  no.  L. 

Tho  child  should  take  at  first  one  pill,  fastinpj ;  iifier* 
wards*  two,  aiul  finally  three  pills  a  day  for  eight  daya;  at 
the  termination  of  which  time  a  black  line  will  be  disoerned 
upon  the  margin  of  tho  gums. 

This  medicine  shoukl  then  be  discontinued,  hecnuae  if 
persisted    in    there   wonld   be   produced   that    blaokiBh, 
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slate-colored  tint  of  the  skin  which  is  produced  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  which  in  the  blood  permeates  the 
skin,  undergoes  the  action  of  the  solar  light,  and  forms  the 
black  oxide  of  silver.  This  result  should  be  avoided,  unless 
an  amelioration  warranting  the  hope  of  a  cure  authorizes 
its  continuance. 


Quinine  ajid  Suppuration. 


BY   DOUGLAS  MORTON,   A.M.,   M.D., 
Physician  to  the  LouisviUe  Hospital,  U.S. 


Some  months  since — before  I  had  given  any  special  atten- 
tion to  the  property  lately  discovered  in  quinine,  of  exer- 
cising control  over  the  suppurative  process — a  friend  gave 
me  a  formula  containing  this  agent,  which  he  told  me  he 
had  used  with  great  success  in  treating  gonorrhoea. 

The  quinine  was  prescribed  in  the  strength  of  two-and- 
a-half  grains  to  the  ounce  of  distilled  water,  to  be  injected 
three  or  four  times  a  day.  This  treatment  in  my  hands 
has  been  followed  by  such  uniformly  good  results  that  I 
have  rejected  all  others  in  its  favor ;  and  the  number  of 
cases  in  which  I  have  used  it  has  been  sufficient  to  afford  a 
fair  test  of  its  value. 

Though  the  formula  contained  other  ingredients — zinc 
sulphate,  tincture  of  gelseminum,  and  enough  sulphuric 
acid  to  dissolve  the  (juinine — I  now  think  its  efficiency  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  quinine,  and  this  through  the  peculiar 
influence  which  the  drug  is  now  known  to  exert  over  sup- 

Euration,  in  checking  the  amoeboid  motion  of  the  white 
lood-cells  and  constringing  the  coats  of  the  capillaries.  I 
lately  commenced  a  series  of  experiments,  putting  this 
theory  to  the  test. 

At  this  time  I  had  under  treatment  a  patient  with  empy- 
ema of  nearly  four  months'  standing,  whose  chest  I  had 
tapped  a  few  days  before,  pumping  away  about  three  pints 
of  very  fetid  pus.  The  treatment  up  to  this  time  had  been 
a  daily  washing  out  of  the  cavity  with  a  weak  solution  of 
carbolic  acid  ;  and  as  yet  the  pus  continued  to  be  dis- 
charged inconsiderable  quantity  and  to  be  very  offensive. 
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This  case  I  thought  would  afford  an  excellent  opportu- 
nity for  testing  the  property  of  quinine  referred  to  above, 
as  well  as  another — that  of  staying  the  decomposition  of 
animal  matter,  by  very  effectually  destroying  the  vitality 
of  certain  organisms  upon  which  this  decomposition  seems 
to  depend.  Accordingly,  every  da}^  after  cleansing  the 
cavity  with  the  carbolic  acid  lotion,  about  six  grains  of 
quinine  in  two  or  three  ounces  of  water  were  thrown  in, 
and  allowed  to  remain.  Since  the  commencement  of  this 
treatment  the  discharge  of  pus  has  rapidly  diminished,  and 
no  unpleasant  odor  has  been  noticeable.  The  patient  in 
the  meantime  has  made  good  progress  towards  recovery, 
and  her  improvement  in  every  particular  seemed  to  begin 
sharply  at  the  time  she  was  put  on  the  quinine  treatment. 

This  patient  is  a  young  mulatto  woman,  and  when 
admitted  to  the  hospital  was  so  extremely  emaciated,  so 
low  in  every  way,  that  in  operating  I  feared  I  should  use- 
lessly inflict  pain,  and  must  confess  that  I  was  finally 
moved  to  operate  rather  by  the  desire  of  Dr.  Chandler, 
the  resident  physician,  to  see  his  diagnosis  of  empyema 
positively  verified,  than  by  any  hope  I  had  of  giving  per- 
manent relief. 

With  the  view  of  getting  better  drainage,  I  made  another 
opening  after  a  few  days,  near  the  most  dependent  part  of 
the  pleural  cavity,  and  inserted  a  tube.  This  tube,^  how- 
ever, slipped  out,  and  the  opening  closed,  leaving  the  first, 
in  which  a  tube  about  a  fifth  of  an  inch  in  calibre  had  been 
inserted,  to  do  the  whole  work. 

I  mention  this  because  the  patient  has  good  prospect  of 
recovery  under  a  condition  which  has  been  supposed  unfa- 
vorable— that  of  having  only  one  small  opening  into  the 
cavity  ;  either  two  openings,  or  one  made  very  large,  by 
removal  of  a  section  of  rib,  having  been  deemed  almost 
necessary  to  a  good  result. 

My  second  experiment  was  made  upon  a  large  ulcer  of 
two  years'  standing,  situated  on  the  leg  of  a  woman  about 
forty  years  of  age,  who  had  for  some  time  been  suffering 
with  mitral  lesion,  which  had  already  begun  to  cause  oede- 
ma of  the  feet  and  ankles.  The  woman,  moreover,  was  ill 
nourished,  and  had  a  very  unhealthy  look.  I  give  these 
particulars  to  show  the  unpromising  character  of  the  case. 

The  quinine  was  applied  incorporated  in  benzoated  zinc 
oxide  ointment;  ten  grains  to  the  ounce.  The  ulcer  at  the 
time  ihh  treatment  was  commenced  secreted  pus  very 
copiously.  After  two  or  three  days  the  suppuration  had 
greatly  diminished,  and  the  whole  surface  of  the  sore  wiis 
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covered  with  healthy  granulations.  The  healing  process, 
considering  the  very  unfavorable  conditions,  advanced 
rapidly  up  to  the  last  time  I  saw  the  patient,  a  few  days 
ago. 

My  third  experiment  was  made  in  a  case  of  mammar}'- 
abscess  which  occurred  in  a  primipara  a  few  days  after  her 
delivery.  Tlie  breast  was  opened  in  due  time,  and  some  . 
six  ounces  of  pus  evacuated.  Small  purulent  deposits, 
however,  unconnected  with  each  other,  continued  to  form 
in  spite  of  both  general  and  local  treatment.  This  condi- 
tion of  things  seemeji  disposed  to  become  chronic,  and  I 
determined  to  try  tlie  topical  quinine  treatment.  The 
quinine,  in  the  strength  of  ten  grains  to  the  ounce  of 
water,  was  daily  injected  into  the  sinuses  left  after  evacu- 
uting  the  small  abscesses  mentioned. 

After  being  under  this  treatment  three  or  four  da3'8,  the 
deposits  of  pus  ceased  to  form,  and  the  patient  rapidly 
got  well. 

As  regards  the  gonorrhoea  cases  treated  with  quinine,  I 
am  strongly  inclined  to  attribute  the  good  results  to  the 
use  of  this  agent.  The  average  length  of  time  required  to 
completely  arrest  the  discharge  has  been  shorter  under 
this  treatment  than  any  I  have  ever  tried ;  and  in  no  in- 
stance has  a  patient  come  back  tome,  after  leaving  off  the 
treatment  a  day  or  two,  with  a  return  of  the  discharge,  as 
so  often  is  the  case  after  treatment  by  astringents  used 
alone.  In  no  case  has  there  occurred  the  complication  of 
swelled  testicle,  a  condition  supposed  by  some,  and  no 
doubt  correctly,  to  be  due  to  the  use  of  strong  astringent 
injections  ;   nor  has  any  case  terminated  in  gleet. 

It  may  be  well  to  add,  further,  that  I  adopted  this  treat- 
ment in  the  first  instance  simply  upon  the  recommendation 
of  a  very  intelligent  practitioner,  and  that  I  did  not  have  a 
theory  of  its  action  until  long  after  I  had  recognized  its 
efTiciency. 

lean  easily  believe  that  one  opposed  to  this  theory  of 
the  action  of  quinine  might  not  concur  with  me  in  the  esti- 
mate 1  place  upon  the  data  derived  from  the  other  experi- 
ments, but  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  free  from  bias  could 
see  what  passed  under  my  observation  without  being  very 
favorably  impressed  with  the  merits  of  the  treatment 
tested,  and  disposed  to  make  further  trial  of  it,  with  almost 
expectation  of  success — which,  by  the  bye,  is  just  the  men- 
tal attitude  I  hold,  after  my  limited  experimentation. 

I  call  attention  particularly  to  the  immediate  effect  fol- 
lowing the  quinine  treatment  upon  the  ulcer,  of  diminishing 
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the  secretion  of  pus,  and  inaugurating  at  once  an  active 
healing  process,  in  which  was  afforded  a  clear  illustration 
of  the  power  of  this  agent  to  check  the  waste  of  force  and 
material  involved  in  profuse  suppuration,  and  to  direct 
them  to  the  work  of  building  healthy  tissue. 

Of  my  experiment  upon  the  mammary  abscess,  I  wish  to 
say  that,  standing  alone,  I  regard  the  data  gathered  from 
it  as  of  very  little  value,  and  only  give  it  place  as  supple- 
mentary to  the  others. — The  Prachtioner. 


On  the  Use  of  the  Constant  Current  in  Spermatorrhcaa. 


BY  JULIUS  DRESCHPBLP,  M.D., 
Assistant  Fhysioian  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester. 


The  application  of  electricity  in  cases  of  confirmed  sper- 
matorrhoea, though  recommended  many  years  ago,  seems 
not  to  have  found  that  attention  amongst  the  profession 
which  it  justly  deserves.  Nearly  all  our  text-books,  while 
giving  a  long  list  of  remedial  agents,  do  not  mention  elec- 
tricity at  all;  and  even  treatises  on  electro-therapeutics, 
with  few  exceptions,  dismiss  the  subject  with  but  few 
words.  The  subjoined  cases,  however,  will  show  that  we 
possess  in  electricity,  after  all  other  remedies  have  failed, 
a  most  powerful  and  eflScacious  means  in  arresting  and 
curing  that  obstinate  disease,  which  renders  the  patient  a 
curse  to  himself  and  an  object  of  misery  to  others. 

The  first  case  that  came  under  my  notice  was  that  of  a 
young  man,  aged  23,  whom  I  saw  for  the  first  lime  in  Octo- 
ber, 1873.  He  had  then  been  an  out-patient  of  the  infirmary 
for  five  years,  having  been  repeatedly  transferred  from  the 
medical  to  the  surgical  department  and  back  again.  He 
had  been  treated  amongst  other  things  with  strychnia, 
cantharides,  bromide  of  potassium,  and  blisters  ;  he  had 
had  the  porte  caustiqae  applied  several  times,  and  had 
even  a  part  of  his  prepuce  removed,  yet  his  condition  grew 
worse  and  worse,  and  he  was  rendered  perfectly  impo- 
tent. 

As  regards  his  previous  history  I  took  the  following 
notes : 

Albert  B.,  23  years  of  age,  remembers  to  have  suffered 
from  scarlet  fever  complicated  with  dropsy  when  seven  years 
old  ;  when  fifteen  years  old  he  first  noticed  trembling  in 
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his  logs,  fatigae  after  slight  exertions*  and  uneasy  sensa- 
tion.^ in  both  inguinal  rei^ioiis.  At  seventeen  lie  began  to 
KufFer  from  frequent  nocturnal  pollutions  ;  a  year  later  he 
Ciiine  to  the  infirmary,  but  the  flisease  progressed  ;  the 
uocturul  emissions  were  joined  by  involuntary  emissions 
by  day  ;  semen  began  to  be  discharged  on  micturition  and 
defecation,  or  by  lascivious  thoughts,  the  erections  became 
weaker T  and  ceased  altogether  two  years  ago.  The  trem- 
bling in  the  lower  extremities,  which  he  had  first  noticed,  in- 
creased and  was  followed  by  loss  of  memory,  despondency, 
and  great  |jsychical  depression* 

He  further  stated  that  he  began  to  masturbate  when 
fourteen  years  old,  and  continued  that  practice  till  he  waa 
seventeen,  but  has  never  recurred  to  it  since. 

The  patient  looked  thin  and  emaciated,  had  a  sallow 
cumplexion  and  stinted  stature.  Tlie  physical  examina- 
tion revealed  nothing  abnoruial ;  the  testicles  seemed  well 
developed  ;  pressure  on  the  spermatic  cord  waa,  however, 
painful  ;  the  urethra  discharged  a  colorless,  gtary  fluid, 
which  on  microscopic  examination  showed  a  large  quan- 
tity of  epithelial  scales,  granule  cells,  and  spermatozoa, 
which  bitter,  however,  cfmsisted  chiefly  of  the  well-defined 
head,  without  the  tail.  The  lumbar  region  of  the  spine  w^as 
painful  on  strong  percussion.  The  legs  were  trembling, 
but  not  the  arms;  but  there  was  no  paralysis,  and  tlie  electro- 
muscular  irritability  and  contractility  seemed  normal. 

The  patient  was  treated  medicinally  from  October,  1873, 
Ui  JIarch,  1874,  without  any  benefit  whatever.  On  the 
14th  of  March,  electricity  w^as  applied  for  the  first  time  in 
titc  lorin  of  the  constant  current ;  29  elements  of  Weiss^s 
battery  were  used,  the  positive  pole  applied  on  the  lumbar 
part  over  the  spine,  the  negative  pole  in  different  points 
along  the  perineum,  scrotum,  and  inguinal  region.  The 
patient  presented  himself  again  on  March  19th,  and 
reported  great  improvement*  He  stated  that  on  leaving  the 
inlirmary  after  having  been  galvani/.ed,  the  first  offuct  ha 
n<Uirod  was,  tliat  the  sight  of  young  females,  wliich  had 
always  caused  a  peculiar  dnigging  in  the  penis,  had  no 
such  eftect.  and  for  four  days  lie  had  no  omissions,  except 
on  going  to  gtooh  but  he  had  aa  yet  had  no  erections.  He  was 
again  galvani7.t»>l  that  <lav  (19th  of  Marcli,)  and  returned  on 
the  aist,  stating  that  he  liad  that  morning  had  an  emission, 
preceded  by  an  erection.  Galvaniziition  w^as  then  contin* 
net!  in  tlie  same  way,  and  in  the  course  of  a  month  great 
iu)provernent  had  taken  place  :  the  emissions  without  erec- 
tions   had  ceased    altogether,    the   erections  themselves 
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became  stronger  and  appeared  chiefly  in  the  morning  on 
awaking;  there  was  still,  however,  a  discharge  with  defecii- 
tion.  The  treatment  was  continued,  the  improvement  kept 
pace  with  it,  and  about  the  end  of  June,  he  considered 
himself  completely  cured  ;  the  only  semen  he  now  lost  was 
at  nocturnal  pollutions,  which  did  not  happen  oftener  than 
once  or  twice  in  a  fortnight.  The  improvement  in  tlio, 
other  accompanying  symptoms  was  no  less  marked  ;  his 
memory  improved,  and  the  despondency  left  him  ;  the  lej^s, 
however,  yet  trembled  a  little,  especialh^  on  excitement. 

I  saw  the  patient  a  fortnight  ago,  when  he  assured  nie 
that  he  considered  himself  quite  well,  and  had  taken  up 
again  his  occupation,  that  of  a  bookbinder,  which  he  had 
left  off  for  nearly  three  years. 

Unfortunately,  I  have  not  been  able  to  examine  the 
semen  since  the  application  of  the  galvanic  current  was 
first  tried. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  Francis  M.,  aged  22,  who 
came  to  the  out-patient  room  for  the  first  time  on  Pebrn- 
ary  I9th,  1874,  suffering  from  "faints  and  debility."  His 
history  is  briefly  told.  When  a  child  he  suffered  from 
convulsions,  which  ceased  with  the  expulsion  of  a  tape- 
worm. He  began  to  masturbate  when  thirteen  years  old, 
and  remained  addicted  to  onanism  for  five  years.  The  first 
symptoms  of  seminal  weakness  showed  themselves  at  six- 
teen, in  the  form  of  frequent  nocturnal  pollutions  and  im- 
perfect erections.  His  infirmity  increased,  and  he  suflers 
now,  and  has  done  for  years,  from  involuntary  emissions 
by  day  and  night ;  he  has,  however,  still  incomplete  erec- 
tions. The  accompanying  nervous  troubles  were  excessive 
weakness,  vertigo,  loss  of  memory,  great  depression  of 
spirits,  and  for  the  last  twelve  months  (and  for  which  ho 
chiefly  sought  advice)  repeated  "faints."  He  had  not  been 
able  to  follow  his  work,  especially  on  that  account,  for  the 
last  twelve  months.  The  genital  organs  presented  nothinLC 
peculiar;  the  sperma  I  was  unable  to  examine.  The  gen- 
eral appearance  of  the  patient  resembles  very  much  that 
of  Albert  B.  1  tried  tonics  and  cold  water  enemta,  hnt 
without  success,  and  the  patient  soon  left  off  treatment. . 
Seeing  the  excellent  elfects  of  galvanization  on  the  first' 
patient,  I  looked  up  F.  M.,  and  ])ersuaded  him  to  subject 
himself  again  to  treatment.  I  modified  tlie  application  of 
the  constant  current  in  this  case  by  merely  making  use  of 
descending  labile  currents  of  29  of  Weiss's  elements.  The 
first  sitting  took  place  on  the  25th  of  April,  and  was  already 
followed  by  a  marked  improvement    in  the    form  of   more 
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powerful  erections.  The  treatment  was  continued  4n  the 
manner  indicated  twice  a  week,  for  a  month,  with  the 
most  gratifying  results,  the  only  abnormal  symptom  remain- 
ing being  a  nocturnal  pollution  happening  about  twice  or 
three  times  a  week.  The  general  health  of  the  patient  was, 
however,  as  yet  far  from  satisfactory,  and  he  availed  him- 
self then  of  an  opportunity  which  afforded  itself  to  go  on  a 
long  8ea-voyage.     I  have  heard  nothing  from  him  since. 

The  third  case  is  that  of  a  young  man,  W.  0.,  22  years 
old,  who  had  been  under  treatment  for  writer's  cramp,  for 
which  the  constant  current  had  been  steadily  applied  for 
six  weeks  (the  treatment  began  in  the  middle  June),  with- 
out any  marked  result.  The  patient,  however,  wished  to 
have  the  treatment  continued,  as  it  had  cured  him  of  a  dis- 
ease "which  he  was  too  ashamed  to  confess  when  applying 
for  advice."  He  stated  that  for  two  years  he  had  suffered 
from  involuntary  emissions  by  day ;  he  had  never  lost 
the  erectile  powers,  but  the  least  erotic  excitement  had 
brought  on  an  emission  of  semen  :  for  this  complaint  he  had 
been  to  a  hydropathic  establishment,  and  he  had  consulted 
some  of  the  most  eminent  syphilitologists  on  the  continent 
without  any  permanent  benefit.  The  cause  he  assigned  to 
onanism.  He  describes  the  effects  of  the  constant  current, 
which  had  been  applied  along  the  whole  length  of  the 
spine,  as  very  astonishing,  and  assured  me  that  after  a 
fortnight's  treatment  the  daily  emissions  had  stopped  and 
the  erections  became  of  longer  duration.  The  patient  has 
remained  under  my  observation  ever  since,  and  while  the 
writer's  cramp  remains  as  intractable  as  ever,  he  has  com- 
l)letely  regained  his  sexual  powers,  in  proof  of  which  I  may 
cite  that  about  a  month  ago  I  treated  him  for  a  very  smart 
attack  of  gonorrhoea. 

The  above  are  the  only  cases  of  spermatorrhoea  which 
have  come  under  my  observation,  and  the  results,  I  think, 
very  fairly  warrant  the  assertion  made  at  the  opening  of 
this  communication,  *' that  we  have  in  the  constant  current 
the  most  efficacious  remedy  for  even  very  inveterate  cases 
of  spermatorrhoea." 

As  regards  the  rationale  of  the  treatment,  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  Cases  2  and  3,  where  the  spinal  cord  was  only 
galvanized,  with  as  much  benefit  as  if  the  genital  organs 
had  been  directly  galvanized,  as  was  done  by  Althaus,  who 
galvanized  the  urethra ;  and  Onimus,  and  Legros,  who  cite 
three  cases  where  a  descending  current  was  passed  from 
the  spine  to  the  perineum.  That  this  should  be  so  is  not 
astonishing,  for  whether  the  evil  effects  of  long-continued 
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spermatorrhoea  be  due  to  the  repeated  losses  of  so  highly 
albuminous  a  product  as  the  seminal  fluid,  or  to  the  strain 
on  the  nervous  system  by  the  constant  excitement  of  fre- 
quent masturbation,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  final 
eflFects  proceed  from  derangements  in  the  nervous  sphere 
— derangements  for  which  the  stimulating  eflFects  of  the 
constant  current  are  particularly  applicable.  Furthermore, 
recent  researches  of  Goltz  {Pfluger*8  Arch.  1863,  p.  582) 
tend  to  show  that  there  exists  a  separate  nerve-centre  for 
the  nervi  erigentes  in  the  lumbar  portion  of  the  spinal 
cord. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  only  remark  that  in  the  cases 
related  above  it  seemed  immaterial  whether  the  ascending 
or  descending  current  was  used. — Tlie  Practitioner. 


Sub-Periosteal  Amputation. 


Professor  Houze  de  I'Aulnoit,  of  Lille,  has  a  late  sugges- 
tion on  this  operation.  His  system  of  operating  in  cases  of 
amputation  consists  in  substituting  for  the  old  method  an 
entirely  new  one,  to  which  he  has  given  the  name  '*  la 
P6riost6omie,"  which  means  as  follows :  After  the  first 
incisions  and  flaps,  say  of  a  thigh,  have  been  made  by  the 
operator,  and  properly  retracted  by  the  bands  of  an  assist- 
ant, instead  of  the  usual  direction  given  in  all  surgical 
works  and  lectures,  "with  another  sweep  of  the  knife 
divide  the  periosteum,"  he  advocates  the  dissection  upward, 
by  means  of  a  bistoury,  of  the  periosteum,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  flaps  of  the  same,  so  that  when  the  limb  has  been 
removed  these  flaps  can  be  made  to  form  the  immediate 
covering  of  the  bone.  Dr.  Aulnoit  advocates  especially 
his  system  of  "  Periosteomie "  because  the  periosteum 
having,  in  health,  been  in  intimate  connection  with  bone, 
becomes  not  only  a  bone  protector,  but  aKso  a  bone-growth 
promoter,  after  such  an  important  operation  as  the  ampu- 
tation of  a  limb. 

Dr.  Auluoit  gives  interesting  details  of  many  cases  from 
the  battle-fields  of  the  late  war,  as  well  as  many  others,  in 
support  of  his  new  theory,  which  he  is  sanguine  may  be 
adopted  everywhere. — Medical  and  Surgical  Beporter. 


Carnal  comforts  leave  us  in  love  with  sin. 
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On  the  Pathology  of  the  Sympathetic  Nerve. 

BY  DR.  ALBXrs  LUBIMOPP,  OP  MOSCOW. 


The  '*  original  translations"  published  in  the  Detroit 
Review  of  Medicine  are  replete  with  interest.  We  ofTer  one 
of  them  as  an  illustration: 

Hitherto  but  little  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
pathology  of  the  sympathetic  nerve.  As  the  author  was 
much  interested  in  the  study  of  the  diseased  state  of  this 
nerve,  he  examined  its  condition  in  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  corpses.  He  found  that  he  had  to  surmount  unusual 
difficulties  in  pursuing  his  studies,  and  he  thinks  that  this 
might  be  the  probable  reason  why  others,  who  would  have 
to  struggle  with  the  same  difficulties,  show  much  indifier- 
ence  respecting  all  investigations  concerning  the  sympa- 
thetic. 

The  main  parts  which  were  examined  by  the  doctor  are 
the  superior  cervical  ganglion,  a  few  ganglia  from  the 
dorsal  or  lumbar  portion  of  the  nerve  and  the  coeliac  gang- 
lion. It  was  observed  by  him  that  often  only  one  side  of 
the  nerve  was  in  a  pathological  condition,  or  that  the 
pathological  process  was  more  advanced  in  the  one  than  in 
the  other  side  of  the  nerve.  He  directed  his  attention 
especially  to  the  condition  of  the  nervous  elements,  the 
connective  tissue,  and  the  circulatory  system  of  the  sym- 
pathetic. 

A.  Pathological  changes  in  the  circvlaUyi'y  system  of  the 
sympathetic.  There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  distribution 
of  blood  to  the  vessels  of  the  sympathetic.  Parts  of  it  may 
appear  anaemic  or  iiiiocted,  even  ectasia  or  extravasations 
may  be  observed.  If  the  vessels  are  empty,  the  ganglion 
appears  white  when  cut;  in  case  of  injection  the  color  of  its 
surface,  and  on  the  cut,  is  red.  The  superior  cervical 
ganglion  is  often  injected,  and  in  cases  of  strong  injection 
there  may  be  noticed  ectasia?  in  the  course  of  puerperal 
fever,  and  in  typhoid  fever.  When  the  patients  had  oeen 
delirious  during  life,  there  could  be  found  also  extravasa- 
tions in  the  same  ganglion.  Here  arises  the  question,  if 
such  extravasations  are  in  life  connected,  in  some  way,  with 
the  delirium.  This  is  the  more  probable,  as  some  authors 
have  found,  that  there  is  a  connection  bettveen  the  superior 
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cervical  ganglion  and  the  vessels  of  tlw  brainy  as  in  cases  of 
extirpation  of  this  ganglion  the  brain  vessels  become 
dilated. 

A  fatty  degeneration  of  blood  vessels  was  found,  to  the 
greatest  extent,  in  a  case  of  poisoning  by  phosphorus.  Tlie 
walls  of  the  vessels  were  dotted  all  over  with  little  bright 
dots,  in  all  ganglia,  but  especially  in  the  coeliac  ganglion. 

An  increased  number  of  nuclei,  in  the  walls  of  the  vessels, 
were  detected  in  cases  of  chronic  hectic  and  some  acute 
processes.  A  few  times  they  seemed  to  be  the  product  of 
proliferation  of  the  nuclei. 

In  a  case  of  Asiatic  cholera  the  walls  of  the  vessels, 
especially  in  the  coeliac  ganglion,  were  thickened. 

An  amyloid  degen&i*ation  of  the  walls  of  the  vessels  sel- 
dom occurs  in  phthisis  of  the  lungs,  even  if  other  organs, 
the  spleen,  the  kidneys,  are  aflFected  in  such  a  manner. 
But  it  occurs  oftener  in  cases  of  chronic  suppuration  of  the 
joints  or  other  organs,  and  sometimes  in  syphilis.  In  iijost 
of  these  cases  the  coeliac  ganglion  is  affected,  sometimes 
the  whole  sympathetic. 

A  metastasis  in  tJie  blood  vessels  was  noticed,  under  inter- 
esting circumstances.  In  a  case  of  pyaemia,  in  another  one 
of  diptheritis,  and  in  a  case  of  ulcerous  endocarditis  it  was 
discovered  that  in  the  superior  cervical  ganglion,  and  in  the 
coeliac  ganglion,  a  number  of  vessels  were  filled  with  a 
grayish  granular  substance.  By  close  examination  it  was 
found  that  this  was  an  aggregation  of  micrococci,  which 
also  appeared  in  the  parenchyma  of  the  ganglia. 

B.  Pathological  changes  in  the  connective  tissue  of  tlie  sym- 
patlwtic.  These  may  concern  the  epineurium,  which  is  the 
common  capsule  of  the  whole  ganglion,  or  the  perineurium, 
the  capsula  for  some  groups  of  nerve  cells,  or  the  endoneu- 
rium,  the  septa  between  the  perineurium.  The  capsules 
have  the  appearance  of  broad  stripes.  They  were  found 
in  the  supreme  cervical  ganglion,  in  a  case  of  delirium,  and 
in  the  coeliac  ganglion  in  a  case  of  liver  cirrhosis.  In  chil- 
dren, sometimes,  such  a  change  of  the  coeliac  ganglion  is 
produced  by  pressure  caused  by  enlarged  lymphatic 
glands. 

A  proliferation  of  the  nuclei  of  the  connective  tissue  was 
observed  in  the  endoneurium  as  well  as  in  the  capsule 
around  each  single  nervu.  They  were  sometimes  much 
developed  in  the  cervical,  dorsal  and  lumbar  ganglia. 

In  a  case  of  diffuse  nephritis  there  was  found  a  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  elements  of  the  connective  tissue,  con- 
sisting in  an  accumulation  of  fat  drops  around  the  nuclei  of 
the  connective  tissue. 


C  Pathological  changes  tn  the  rtervt  elements  of  the  sym- 
patht'ik\  Tlje  autlmr  thtmd  tImL  in  ndiilt^  the  uervo  cells 
of  the  sympathetic  alvviiyw  coiituinecl  pigment,  which  in- 
creased  in  amount  with  age.  It  ol'ten  occupies  so  much  of 
the  uerve  cella  tlmt  their  nuclei  caniiut  be  distinguished.  In 
pjeneml,  the  degree  to  which  the  pigment  is  deposited 
depends  upon  the  age  of  the  person.  It  Is  not  only  found 
in  the  nei've  cells  and  tlieir  appendages,  but  also  in  the  con- 
nective tissue  cells,  often  in  great  quantities.  The  doctor 
found  pigment  deposited  in  8ucli  a  manner  in  tlje  cotjiiac 
ganglion  in  a  case  of  livur  cirrhosis,  and  in  the  supreme 
cervical  gimglion  in  a  case  of  phthisis,  and  in  progressive 
paralysis  of  the  insane  In  chronic  Iieclic  processes,  in 
which  at  the  same  time  many  of  the  inner  organs  are  affect- 
ed, the  nerve  cells  of  all  the  ganglia  appeared  more  pig- 
mented, but  in  cases  of  ty]dioid  fever  the  pigmentation  of 
the  cells  was  normal.  If  the  pigmentation  of  the  nerve 
and  connective  tissue  cells  is  considerable,  the  ganglia 
appear  dark  gray  on  a  cross  cut  as  well  as  extern HJly.  In 
cases  of  carcinomatous  airections  of  the  intestines,  a  /alt if 
degeneration  in  the  nerve  cells  of  the  coeliac  ganglion  was 
rarely  seen.  Not  oftener  a  srhrosis  of  nerve  (xdls  was 
observed*     In  diabetes  mellitus  this  affection  was  noticed, 


especially  in  tite  coeliae  ganglion. 
The  protoplasm  assumed  other  q 


qualities,  and  its  outlines 
uppciired  distinctly  marked-  In  the  cells  no  nuclei  could 
be  observed,  but  many  appeared  pigmented.  In  Remak's 
librcs  an  increased  number  of  nuclei  was  tound,  and  in  cases 
of  Hbrinous  pneumonia  with  delirium,  they  were  observed 
in  n  state  of  fatty  degeneration. 


The  Eucalyptus  G-lobulus, 


Dr.  Hirsch,  on  the  strength  of  nine  cases  in  whicli  he 
hns  triiMl  this  remedy,  gives  liis  opinion  that  its  power  is 
little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  that  of  cincliuna.  In  all  of  the 
eaaeg  the  diminution  of  the  spleen  in  size  was  evident. 
In  most  of  the  cases  three  or  four  teaspoon fu Is  of  the 
tincture  succeeded  in  arresting  the  next  injpending 
paroxysm. 

A  captain  of  the  French  army»  according  to  Science  pour 
Tons,  not  l>eing  able  to  abandon  the  use  of  tobacco  for 
smoking^  although  its  use  caused  him  serious  iucovv^^\\\fe\k5yii^> 
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has  for  several  years  mixed  a  few  dried  leaves  of  the  euca- 
lyptus globulus  with  the  portion  of  the  loeed  which  he  is  in 
the  habit  of  using  daily.  Since  he  has  employed  this  mix- 
ture he  asserts  that  he  has  experienced  neither  vertigo, 
headache,  nor  pain  in  the  stomach.  He  recommends  this 
means  for  preventing  the  disagreeable  eflFects  of  the  pipe, 
without  compelling  the  individual  to  renounce  his  old 
habit.- -ilfedicoZ  aiid  Surgical  Eeporter. 


MoNOBROMiDE  OF  Camphor. — Dr.  Bourneville,  of  Paris, 
who  has  been  experimenting  with  this  new  agent  in  certain 
nervous  affections,  says  (Practitioner)  that  in  insomnia  ho 
gave  it  in  two  cases — to  one  in  four-grain  doses  at  bed-time, 
and  to  the  other  eight  grains — with  the  effect  of  securing 
sleep.  In  three  cases  of  chronic  paralysis  ajritans  the 
monobromide  diminished  the  agitation  and  slightly  in- 
creased sleep.  An  excessively  chronic  and  violent  case  of 
chorea  was  much  tranquilized  while  taking  the  drug.  In 
hystero-epilepsy,  of  which  Dr.  B.  had  two  cases,  he  gave 
eight  to  ten  grains  of  the  medicine  daily,  increasing  the 
quantity  by  two  grains  every  five  days,  with  notable  amend- 
ment. In  five  cases  of  epilepsy,  all  of  long-standing,  the 
results,  without  being  conclusive,  were  sufficiently  satisfac- 
tory to  encourage  a  further  trial  of  the  remedy.  Dr.  B. 
exhibits  the  monobromide  in  pill,  or  dragee,  and  hypoder- 
mically.  For  the  first  he  covers  two  grains  of  the  mono- 
bromide with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  sugar  to  preserve  it 
from  contact  with  the  air  and  facilitate  its  administration. 
For  hypodermic  use  he  dissolves  forty-five  grains  of  tho 
monobromide  in  nine  drachms  of  alcohol  and  four  and  a  half 
drachms  of  glycerine,  and  of  this  solution  injects  from  forty 
to  hfty  drops. — American  Practitioner. 


Protection  prom  Yellow  Fever.  —  In  a  report  on 
yellow  fever,  recently  published  in  the  United  States,  it 
is  shown  that  this  disease  has  never  appeared  in  any 
climate  at  the  height  of  2,500  feet.  In  the  Island  of  Do- 
minica, a  hill-top  not  more  than  1,500  feet  high  is  always 
healthy,  even  when  the  fever  is  epidemic  at  its  bjuse.  In 
San  Domingo  similar  observations  have  been  made.  Tiii^ 
highest  elevation  at  which  yellow  fever  has  occurred  in 
the  United  States  is  460  feet,  in  Arkansas  ;  and  the  med- 
ical men  of  this  country  now  hold  that  the  stratum  of  air 
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infected  by  the  poison  is  heavier  than  pure  air,  and  there- 
fore sinks,  and  they  recommend  that  in  unhealthy  districts 
houses  and  hospitals  should  be  built  on  tall  piles,  so  as  to 
be  above  the  fever  stratum.  But  where  hills  are  near,  the 
best  remedy  will  be  to  carry  the  patients  up  to  a  height 
of  500  feet. 


&tj;ttecxilag:tj;  and  Biseases  txi  ©hildren* 

The  Condition  of  the  Uterus  Five  "Weeks  after  Delivery. 

BY  WILLIAM   F.   JENKS,    M.D., 
One  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  State  Hospital  for  Women. 


An  opportunity  was  lately  afforded  me  of  examining  the 
condition  of  the  uterus  five  weeks  after  delivery,  when  the 
following  questions  suggested  themselves  for  investigation 
in  the  study  of  the  specimen. 

1st.  From  what  tissue  does  the  newly  developed  mus- 
cular fibre  take  its  origin  ? 

2d.  Is  the  process  of  fatty  depreneration  completed  at 
this  date  ? 

3d.     What  is  the  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  ? 

4tli.  How  far  have  the  blood-vessels  taken  part  in  the 
changes  which  the  uterus  has  undergone? 

After  delivery,  as  we  know,  the  gigantic  muscular  fibre 
cells  undergo  fatty  degeneration  and  are  absorbed,  and  in 
their  place  we  find  myriads  of  newl}^  created  cells,  having 
all  the  characteristics  of  unstriped  muscular  fibres.  Prom 
what  source  does  this  renewal  of  tissue  take  place?  This 
investigation  is  exceedingly  difficult,  because  there  are 
few  questions  in  histology  more  delicate  than  the  diagnosis 
of  smooth  niuscular  fibre  from  the  spindle-shaped  connec- 
tive tissue  cell.  The  distinguishing  mark  usually  relied  on 
is  the  shape  of  the  nucleus,  which,  in  the  first,  is  an  elon- 
gated oval,  with  rounded  extremities,  while  that  of  the 
connective  tissue  cell  is  drawn  out  into  sharp  prolongations 
at  both  poles.  While  this  is  usually  true,  the  exceptions 
are  numerous,  and  Prof.  Arnold,  of  Heidelberg,  who  has 
won  especial  distinction  by  his  investigations  regarding 
the  unstriped  muscular  fibre,  confesses  that  while  the 
nucleus  is  generally  rounded,  still  it  maybe  pointed  ^^X<5\^fe 
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or  both  pole&,  so  that  practically  this  fine  theorGtical  ili»» 
tiiictioii  call  hardly  avail  iis  in  tatudying  an  individual  cell. 
The  fact,  liowever,  that  muscuhxr  tisdiie  is  stained  yellow 
by  picric  acid,  while  the  connective  tissue  is  not  utTocted 
by  this  agent,  assisted  me  in  tlie  ntudy  of  this  specimen ^ 
and  I  have  been  le<l  to  coincide  with  the  upijiiou  now  held 
b}^  tioiiic  of  the  best  histologists,  that  the  raproductinn  ih 
oftectetl  tliroii^^i  tlie  mediiun  of  tlie  connective  tissue  ccdl 
in  a  way  witli  which  we  arc  fainilifir  from  the  study  of*  tho 
]»rocess  uf  repair  in  other  organs,  viz:  by  their  prolifersi- 
tion  and  division^  forming  thereby  inditTerent  or  embryaaic 
cells,  which  subsequently  develop  into  the  uastriped  mut*- 
cular  fibre-  1  have  been  led  to  this  conclusion  from  tlit> 
fact  that  I  can  find  no  evidence  of  the  division  of  the 
nucleus  of  the  fatty  dege iienitcd  muscuhir  cell,  while  it  \b 
contrary  to  the  hiws  of  reproduclitju  to  suppose  that  a  cell, 
Itself  undergoing  death  by  molecular  fatty  degeneration, 
Bhonld  inaniTest  the  highest  attribute  of  life,  viz  :  the  uro- 
duct  ion  of  a  new  cell  endowed  with  all  the  niarvellouss 
attributes  of  vitality.  In  studying  the  process  of  fiilly 
degeneration  in  other  organs,  we  find  that  the  nnclene^, 
nltiiraigh  retaining  its  function  and  form  longer  than  tlio 
proto plasm,  dfies  itself  in  turn  suceumb,  and  finally  is  cmt* 
verted  into  fatty  molecules,  which  may  subsequently  be 
iihsorbed.  The  [uirenchynia  of  the  uterus  submitted  t<> 
me  for  examination  was,  however,  infiltrated  wilh  siuull 
round  young  cells,  such  as  we  meet  with  in  the  repair  i>f 
every  tissue  after  injury,  to  which  the  name  of  embryonic 
or  inditTerent  cells  has  been  given,  because  they  aiNJ 
impressed  with  tho  type  of  the  tissue  in  which  they  are 
generated,  ami  are  capable,  like  the  cells  which  we  find  in 
the  germinal  mass  or  vittelline  sphere  in  the  embryo,  of 
development  into  muscular  nervous  or  ossetis  tissue.  On 
examining  the  external  muscuhir  layers  of  the  organ,  the 
remains  of  the  old  hypertrophied  muscular  fibre  were  evi- 
dent ;  the  individual  cells, liowever,  were  much  diminished 
in  size  and  filled  with  fatty  granules  ;  but  nowhere  else  in 
the  uterus  was  there  a  trace  to  be  found  of  the  former 
muscular  structure  ;  lieitce  the  inference  is  rerulered  pniba* 
bio  tliut  the  process  of  rejuvination  proceeds  from  within 
outwards,  and  approaches  completion  at  or  near  the  fifth 
week  after  parturition  ;  and  this  opinion  coincides*  nearly 
with  that  of  Heschel^  who  states  that  the  fatty  degenera- 
tion and  absorption  of  the  old  nmscnhir  structure  is  nf>i 
completed  before,  nor  does  it  continue  after  the  eighUa 
week.     Priestly,  ii.i  his  treatise  on  the  *' Gravid  Uterus/* 
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writes  that  the  colossal  muscular  fibres  are  not  found  after 
the  third  week,  the  middle  coat  now  consisting  of  embry- 
onic cells- 

The  view  of  Cruveilhier,  tliut  after  delivery  the  entire 
mucous  membrane  of  the  uteru!^  is  thrown  off,  so  that  the 
inner  surface  of  tl^e  origan  resembles  a  stump  after  ampu- 
tation, is  now  generally  abandoned,  a  delicate  layer  of 
decidua  cells  always  remaining,  from  which  the  reproduc- 
tion of  the  new  mucous  membrane  takes  place,  the  process 
LLimmencing  even  during  the  later  months  of  pregnancy. 
In  this  specimen  the  newly-formed  mucous  membrane  was 
everywhere  apparent,  except  over  the  placental  site, 
which  still  projected  somewhat  above  the  general  surface, 
the  blood-vesseis  filled  with  the  contracted  physiological 
thrombi.  The  glandular  structure  was  also  reproduced  in 
this  new  litiiTig  membrane.  Tins  hyper  trophy  and  subae- 
qtieut  degeneration  of  muscular  tissue  was  not  confined 
idoue  to  the  parenchyma  of  the  organ,  for  the  muscular 
coat  of  the  arteries  showed  idso,  here  and  there,  cells  in  a 
state  of  fatty  degeneration,  and  newly  developed  embry- 
onic cells. 

My  attention  has  been  especially  directed  to  this  micro- 
scopic examination,  from  the  fact  that  at  present  the 
dietetic  management  of  the  puerperal  state  is  a  question 
which  is  being  earnestly  discussed.  I  cannot  but  believe 
thatj  during  the  time  when  this  active  process  of  involu- 
tion is  taking  place,  not  only  in  the  uterus,  but  also  in  the 
walls  of  the  vagina,  and  the  ligaments  which  aid  in  sup- 
porting the  womb,  while  the  organ  itself  is  greatly 
increased  in  weight  with  diminished  tonicity,  a  rest  in  bed 
for  ten  days  or  two  weeks,  and  subsequently  a  careful 
return  to  any  active  exercise,  is  plainly  indicated.  In  this 
opinion  I  am  the  more  convince  J  from  the  fact  that  in  a 
dispensary  practice,  where  the  patients  are  drawn  from 
the  poorer  class  in  society,  unable  or  unwilling  to  submit 
t^j  restraint  after  confinement,  by  far  the  commonest  form 
of  uterine  disease  is  subinvolution  of  the  uterus  after  deliv- 
ery or  abortion,  with  its  attending  ills  of  displacements, 
and  clironic  catarrhal  conditions  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

These  are  essentially  chronic  conditions,  slowly  devel* 
opLMi,  depending  for  their  existence  on  structural  changes 
in  the  tissues,  or  rather  on  the  arrest  of  certain  changes 
which,  physiologically,  should  U:ike  place,  which  are  not, 
h(»vvever,  normally  completed  until  the  expiration  of  a 
month  or  more  after  delivery.  Therefore,  in  estimating 
the  value  of  any  mode  of  treatment  of   the  puerperal 
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woman,  lier  condition^  six  months  or  a  year  after  lier  con- 
fiiieineTit.rimst  be  the  criterion,  and  not  her  general  health 
a  month  after  delivery.  Even  if  thin  conditiun  of  subin- 
volution exists,  the  physica!  signs  and  symptoms  are  mani- 
footed  only  when  the  enlarged  and  indrJent  organ,  engorged 
in  eonseqaence  of  a  slnggish  circulation — whiclj  is  in  part 
dne  to  the  implieation  of  tfie  muscular  tissue.^  of  the  blood- 
vessels in  this  arrested  repair — sinks  deeper  into  the  cavity 
of  the  [>elvis*  The  uterus  usually  becomes  retroverted  a» 
it  descends,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  receive  the  proper 
support  from  the  relaxed  ligaments,  vaginal  walls,  and 
perineal  body,  while  tl)e  raucous  membrane,  owing  to  tho 
passive  congestion  of  tlie  blood-vessel  system,  passes  into 
a  state  of  clirDuie  catarrh,  and  the  accompanying  disturb- 
ances, both  local  and  sympathetic,  from  tliis  enlsrrgeincnt ; 
structural  chauge,  and  dis|)Iacenient  of  tlie  organ,  slowly 
but  surely  develop  themselves  at  a  later  period. — Obstetri- 
ml  JournaL 


i 


Tubercular  Spinal   MENiNOiTrs  with  Deposit  ov  Tu* 

BERCLE  IN  THE  LlVER  AND  F  ERITON  FAm  {!%'  /fit  I  tana  Mf-dltrtl 

GaztHte,  Jnly  1,  1874). — Surgeon-Major  J.  Wise  rcfiorti^  a 
case  of  tubercular  deposit  in  the  meninges  of  the  cord, 
attended  by  choreic  disturbances,  great  hyperfesthesia  of 
tlie  surface,  active  delirium,  paralysis  of  the  legs,  perit^n 
nitia,  and  a  fever,  which  at  first  assumed  a  regular  remit- 
tent, and  then  an  intermittent,  form. 

At  the  autopsy,  in  addition  to  the  tubercles  found  in  the 
spinal  membranes,  the  capHule  of  the  liver  was  found  to  be 
studded  with  tfiem,  and  tlie  whoh^of  tlie  peritoneal  cover- 
ing of  the  bowels  was  infiltrated  with  hard  miliary 
tubercles. 


There  is  a  great  deal  we  never  think  of  calling  religion 
that  is  still  fruit  unto  God  and  garnered  by  Him  in  ihi* 
harvest.  The  fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  love,  joy,  [>eace»  long 
suffering,  gentleness,  patience,  goo(hiess,  I  atliriu  that  if 
these  fruits  are  found  in  any  form,  whether  you  show  your 
patience  as  a  woman  nnj-sing  a  fretful  child,  or  a  man  at* 
tending  to  the  vexing  details  of  business,  or  as  a  physician 
foUowing  the  dark  mazes  of  sickness,  ^  or  as  a  mechanic 
fitting  the  joints  and  valves  of  a  locomotive  ;  being  liotient 
and  true  besides,  you  bring  forth  fruit  unto  GoiL—Bobert 
CoUyet', 
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Abstract  from  the  Beports  of  Deaths  and  their  Oatises  in  the  following 
Oities  and  Towns  in  Oalifomia,  dnring  September,  1874. 


CITIES  AND  TOWNS. 


San  Francisco 

Sacramento 

Petaluma 

Dixon 

Stockton  

Marysville 

Placorville 

San  Diego 

Oroville. 

Los  Angeles 

Truckee  

St.  Helena 

Napa  City 

Watsonville 

Folsom    

Santa  Cruz 

Suisun,  Fairfield 

Colusa 

Trinity  County 

Santa  Barbara 

Redwood  City  and  sur.. 

San  Andreas 

Auburn 

Tulare  County 

Siskiyou  County 

Susanville  and  snr 

Downieville 

Uealdsburg 

Michigan  Bluffs 

Pajaro 

Sierra  City 

Oakland 

Antiocli 

Salinas  and  sur 

Wood  bridge  and  sur. . . 

Gloverdale  and  sur 

Yolo  ('ounty 

San  Bernax^ino.  ..>... 
Woodland.. 


21 
7 
4 
10 
14 
1 
4 

m 
s 
a 

8 

4 
A 

3 


pSKVAU&fiT  DUE4«EB^ 


0 
0 

0 
0 


.1 

ll 


AtfTSOttjmA. 


S,  F.  BVl  of  Health. 
Sac.  B'd  of  Health. 
Dr.  G,  W.  Graven. 
Dr.  A,  H.  Frntt. 
Stockton  B'd  Health. 
Dr.  A.  B.  Civldwdl. 
Dr,  £.  A,  Kunkler 
Dr.  T.C.  Stf>ckroo. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Tane*. 
Dr.  H.  S.  Orme. 
Dr*  Wm.  CurJess, 
Dr.  C.  F,  A.  Nididl 
Dr,  M.  B.  Pond. 
Dr.  WW,  Roes. 
Dr.  S.  Lyons. 
Dr.  C.  L.  AnderBOtL 
Dr.  R  1>.  Campbtdl. 
Dr,  Ltikp  Eobiinmn. 
Dr.  J,  C  Montague. 
Dr.  C.  B,  Bates. 
Dr.C.  A,  Kirk  Patrick. 
Dr.  C.  B,  Hobfrtson. 
Dr.  A.  a  Duboit^. 
Dr.  M.  Bakt^r. 
Dr.  Daniel  R^^^im. 
Dr.  J.J.  Sawyer. 
Dr,  Aleiuhy  Jura  p. 
Dn  J    Bradford  Coi. 
Dr.  J.  L.  JacksoQ. 
Dr.  Nichols. 
Dr.  L.  F.  Jon«»fl. 
Boftni  of  Health. 
Dr.  M,  V.  Parkitoo. 
Dr.  W.  W.  Davien. 
Dr,  A.  Trafion, 
Dr.  Q.  C,  Smith. 
Dr.  E*  Parramore. 
DnM.B.  For. 
Dr.  Tliop.  Row 
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Remarks — The  low  death-riite  noted  last  month  is  still 
mofe  marked  in  the  above  table.  Notwithstiinding,  our 
correapondents  report  a  considemhle  incfbase  of  mahirial 
fevers,  especially  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  As  an 
instance,  however,  of  the  mildness  of  the  type  of  those 
fevers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  show  their  relative  prt>- 
portion  to  all  caaes  of  sickness,  wo  cite  the  report  of  uur 
correspondent  in  Antioch.  Of  45  cases  of  sicknesH,  under 
medical  treatment,  in  this  locality,  40  per  cent,  were  inter- 
mitteots  and  remittents  ;  and  no  deaths  occurred,  among 
tli6  total  number  sick,  during  tho  month,  except  the  one 
enumeratod  in  the  table,  of  a  m^wly-born  infant  from  con- 
vulsions. The  only  place  showing  an  increa)=;e  of  mortality 
is  Napa;  and  strange  to  say  the  cause  is  put  down  to  fever* 
As  this  town  is  noted  for  its  exemption  from  malarial 
diseases,  donbtless  these  cases  came  from  abroad. 

Thomas  M,  Logan,  M.  D., 
Permanent  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health* 


American  Health  AssociatiOB  in  Philadelphia. 

**  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  the  medical  profe^^^ion  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  Professor  Gross,  the  patriarcli  of  the  faculty, 
rejoiced  in  the  large  number  of  guests  from  every  quarter 
who  had  been  called  together  by  the  Ooovention  of  tho 
American  Health  Association.  They  were  a  fine  body  of 
men,  with  kindly,  earnest,  searching  faces,  and  lookifig  for 
the  roots  of  t^nftering,  and  earnest  to  take  them  out.  Too 
much  importance  cannot  be  given  to  their  deliberations, 
and  tlicir  papers  and  speeches  arfi  worthy  of  being  circu- 
lated in  every  city  and  villnge  in  the  land.  The  time  lias 
come  for  us  to  know  and  obey  all  the  laws  of  our  being,  fm 
well  as  the  civil  law  ;  and  there  was  much  dignity,  as  well 
as  wisdom,  in  the  address  of  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  President 
of  the  Association,  in  which  he  demanded  from  tbo  Govern- 
ment  and  people  public  and  legal  recognition  of  the  laws 
of  health,  and  of  the  men  and  the  methods  needed  for  carrv- 
ing  them  out.*'^ — CoiTespandmee  of  the  Alta* 


LriTLE  sine  open  the  door  for  a  great  sin* 


Monthly   Report  of  Deaths  Registered  in  San  Francisco  during 

November,  1874. 
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Conference  of  Boards  of  Public  Health,  Held  at  New 
York,  May,  1874. 


SECOND    SESSION. 


On  Friday,  May  22d,  at  10  a.  m.,  there  was  held  a  joint 
session  of  the  Boards  of  Health  and  Public  Charities,  at 
which  but  one  paper  was  read,  the  session  being  mainly 
occupied  in  discussion  and  in  the  consideration  of  the  pre- 
liminary reports  of  the  committees  appointed  at  the  con- 
ference of  Boards  of  Charities  on  the  Wednesday  previous, 
of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  the  sixth  number  of 
the  Journal.  At  the  Friday's  conference  Dr.  Stephen 
Smith,  of  New  York,  presided,  and  Dr.  Harris  acted  as 
Secretary.  Dr.  Smith  opened  the  session  by  reading  a 
paper  on  the  **Powers  and  Duties  of  City  Boards  of 
Health,"  in  which  he  alluded  to  Dr.  Harris's  paper  on 
Registration,  and  said  that  it  is  a  fundamental  duty  of  such 
Boards  to  organize  a  complete  registration  of  the  vital  sta- 
tistics of  the  city.  It  is  such  registration  alone  that  can 
lay  the  foundation  of  permanent  sanitary  work,  nor  is  it 
sufficient  that  it  should  simply  give  the  total  number  of 
marriages,  births,  and  deaths  annually.  It  should  furnish 
all  those  collateral  facts  and  evidence  which  are  necessary 
to  a  thorough  study  of  the  intricate  and  obscure  questions 
relating  to  the  social  and  physical  well-being  of  the  people. 
Coming  to  the  subject  of  sanitary  precautions,  he  said  that 
most  contagions  may  be  warded  off  and  restricted  by  the 
isolation  of  the  sick.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  small- 
pox, scarlatina,  and  other  diseases  may  be  tolerated  or  sup- 
pressed at  will  by  such  measures.  Against  small- 1)oa,  no 
intelligent  physician  doubts  that  any  city  may  be  abso- 
lutely protected.  Measles  and  other  such  affections  aro 
not  less  susceptible  of  control  by  isolation  and  disinfection. 
Endemic  diseases  aro  mainly  due  to  imperfect  scavengiii*r 
and  defective  methods  of  dealing  with  excremental  mat- 
ters, both  personal  and  domestic,  such  as  the  decomposing 
refuse  of  kitchens,  overflowing  cesspools  and  privy  vaults, 
cellar  damps,  etc.  To  discover  and  cause  the  abatement 
of  these  gross  nuisances  against  public  health,  as  well  as 
against  public  decency,  is  evidently  the  province  of  sanitary 
officers.  Their  duties  should  also  embrace  the  proper  regu- 
lation of  trades  causing  sickness,  so  as  to  protect  the  health 
of  operatives,  and  the  dwellers  in  the  neighborhood  who 
are  subjected  to  deleterious  gases  that  create  sickness,  or 
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offensive  odors  which  compel  them  to  shut  out  from  their 
houses  the  external  air.  In  short,  it  is  sufficient  to  sum- 
marize sanitary  duties  as  follows  :  (1)  Regulation  of  com 
merce  and  imaiigration  that  will  prevent  the  admittance  of 
exotic  pestilences  to  the  cities,  either  in  the  cargo  or  among 
the  passengers.  (2)  Persons  suff'ering  from  contagious  dis- 
eases must  be  rigidly  isolated  ;  and  (3)  trade  and  business 
causing  special  forms  of  disease  among  operatives  or  among 
the  people  must  be  placed  under  such  regulation  as  will 
effectually  remove  all  causes  and  sources  of  sickness. 

Health  boards  are  required  not  only  to  study  the  bear- 
ing which  all  existing  public  works  and  all  projected  public 
improvements  l^ve  upon  the  public  health,  but  they  must 
come  down  to  the  individual,  and  study  the  influences 
which  affect  his  general  health  and  tend  to  invalid  him  and 
shorten  his  life.  These  influences  may  be  grouped  as  fol- 
lows :  First,  drainage  ;  second,  food  supply  ;  third,  water 
supply.  A  sanitary  board  should,  from  its  peculiar  consti- 
tution, be  the  ablest  and  wisest  authority  in  at  least  three 
departments — medicine,  law,  and  mechanical  engineering. 
Thus  constituted,  the  community  may  safely  commit  to  its 
care  the  varied  duties  and  numerous  trusts  which  devolve 
upon  the  guardians  of  the  public  health.  Ju  its  connection 
with  other  government  departments  it  should  always 
demand  all  such  restrictions  of  their  action  as  it  may  judi- 
ciously deem  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  community. 
Steps  are  being  taken  in  the  right  direction  in  the  forma- 
tion of  such  boards  in  the  larger  cities  ;  and  not  only  is 
State  medicine  beginning  to  be  recognized  as  an  essential 
teaturo  of  municipal  government,  but  there  is  a  healthy 
tendency  toward  the  selection  of  the  best  qualified  officers 
for  sanitary  administration.  ^ 

Preventive  or  State  Medicine  is  of  recent  origin.  It 
has  been  the  natural  outgrowth  of  modern  thought  and 
resources,  stimulated  by  centuries  of  suffering  and  by  the 
sacrifice  of  multitudes  of  human  beings.  Modern  thought, 
later  and  more  scientific  methods  of  investigation,  and  more 
rapid  means  of  connnunication  of  thought  and  of  action, 
have  given  this  idea  to  the  nations.  It  is  true  that 
Hygiene,  or  the  science  which  would  promote  human 
health,  has  been  discussed  from  earliest  times,  but  com- 
monly as  apphed  to  the  individual  man.  The  scientific 
study  of  the  laws  of  disease  as  they  affect  large  masses  of 
men,  and  the  voluntary  elforts  of  great  states  to  study 
those  laws  by  means  of  boards  of  health,  or  of  experts  set 
apart  for  this  special  purpose,  are  strictly  of  modern  origin. 


6G2  Public  Health  and  Vital  Statistics. 

Hippocrates,  wise  as  he  was,  could  not,  with  the  imperfect 
means  of  communication  in  his  day,  have  inaugurated  it. 
Moreover,  in  the  earlier  states,  man  as  an  individual  never 
stood,  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellows,  nor  of  the  govern- 
ment, so  high  as  he  does  at  the  present  day  under  Euro- 
pean and  American  civilization.  Formerly  his  welfare  was 
subordinated  to  that  of  the  state.  Now,  the  theory  is 
exactly  the  reverse,  and  the  state  claims  to  have  the  ten- 
derest  interest  in  the  welfare  of  each  and  every  one,  the 
humblest  or  richest  of  its  citizens.  Formerly,  all  persons 
believed,  as  many  now  believe,  that  prayer  should  be 
offered  to  the  ofiFended  gods  in  order  to  stop  plagues,  fam- 
ine, and  death.  But  now,  most  persons  feel  that,  although 
prayer  may  avail  much  to  enable  an  individual  or  a  state  to 
bear  calmly  some  terrible  calamity  or  to  die  bravely,  if 
need  be,  in  a  great  cause,  it  can  never  drive  away  fever, 
cholera,  nor  smnll-pox.  It  can  never  cure  consumption, 
though  it  may  help  both  sufferer  and  friends  to  bear  it 
more  patiently.  To  submit  quietly  to  any  remediable  evil, 
as  if  to  the  will  of  Providence,  is  not  now  considered  an 
act  of  piety,  but  an  unmanly  and  really  irreligious  act.  It 
is  the  part  of  error  and  stupidity  which  does  not  believe 
in  the  duty  of  studying  into  the  ph3'^sical  causes  of  disease, 
and  in  at  least  endeavoring  to  crush  out  these  originators 
of  pestilence  and  of  death. 

prevention  of  fires. 

*'The  State  Board  of  Health,  in  their  active  efforts  to 
promote  the  public  health  and  safety,  have  done  signal 
service  to  property-holders  and  fire-underwriters  by  their 
attempts  to  sustain  and  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the 
Michigan  law  relative  to  the  inspection  and  sale  of  illumin- 
ating oils.  It  is  well  known  that  the  use  of  many  market- 
able illuminating  oils  is  very  destructive  to  human  life,  and 
the  fruitful  source  of  accidents  and  disastrous  fires.  In  the 
valuable  paper  prepared  by  Professor  R.  C.  Kedzie,  on  the 
subject  of  *  Illuminating  Oils  in  use  in  Michigan,'  published 
in  the  recent  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  it  ia 
shown  as  the  result  of  actual  experiment  that  very  much 
of  the  oil  manufactured  in  and  imported  from  the  adjoining 
State  of  Ohio  is  far  below  the  standard  of  safety  established 
by  the  law  of  this  State,  and  is  extremely  dangerous.  He 
characterizes  the  fancy-named  *  French  Burning  Oil,'  *  Sun- 
light Oil,'  or  any  compound  of  naptha  or  benzine,  as  a 
*  death-warrant  in  the  hands  of  the  user,  which  a  stumble 
may  convert  into  an  executioner  at  any  moment.'" 
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The  publication  and  distribution  of  the  article  on  poison- 
ous papers  has  had  the  eiFcct  of  bringing  to  light  many 
cases  of  obscure  forms  of  lingering  disease  in  persons  occu- 
pying rooms,  the  walls  of  which  were  covered  with  paper 
colored  with  arsenical  pigment.  It  is  becoming  a  matter 
of  surprise,  even  to  physicians  who  have  given  the  subject 
most  attention,  to  find  how  generally  these  poisonous 
papers  are  distributed,  and  how  many  cases  like  those 
heretofore  supposed  to  be  due  to  that  indefinite  and 
unknown  influence  called  **  malaria,"  recover  on  removal 
from  rooms  where  the  patient  is  subjected  to  the  dust,  and 
possibly  other  emanations,  from  arsenical  pigments. 


Extract  from  Report  of  Surgeon-G-eneral  J.  K.  Barnes, 
United  States  Army. 


Of  the  Second  Part  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Historv 
of  the  War,  seven  hundred  (700)  pages  have  been  printed, 
and  nearly  all  the  plates  have  been  prepared. 

In  accordance  with  the  Act  making  appropriations  for 
sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30th,  1874,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
June  23d,  1874,  proposals  have  been  obtained  for  preparing 
the  plates  for  a  new  edition  of  five  thousand  (5,000)  copies, 
which  have  been  approved  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  worK  is  now  in  progress.  That  part  of  the 
work  now  e:oing  through  the  press  is  being  stereotyped. 
Legislation  is  necessary  to  authorize  the  Congressional 
Printer  to  print  an  additional  edition  of  five  thousand 
(5.000)  copies  from  the  commencement  of  the  work,  and  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  such  authority  be  given. 

The  Library  of  this  office  continues  to  increase  in  size 
and  usefulness.  About  five  thousand  (5,000)  volumes  have 
been  added  to  it  during  the  past  year.  The  printing  of  the 
Alphabetical  Catalogue  of  Authors  has  been  completed, 
and  a  Subject  Catalogue  is  now  in  course  of  preparation. 

In  accordance  with  the  joint  Resolution  of  Congress, 
approved  March  25th,  1874,  Assistant-Surgeon  Ely  Mc- 
Clellan,  United  States  Army,  was  detailed  to  inquire  into, 
and  report  upon,  the  causes  of  epidemic  cholera,  and  was 
instructed  to  visit  the  towns  and  localities  in  the  United 
States  at  which  cholera  prevailed  during  the  year  1873. 
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His  report  is  now  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  be  in 
readiness  by  the  time  of  meeting  of  Congress. 

In  the  re-organi^ation  of  the  force  of  this  office  by  the 
Act  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive 
and  judicial  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  fisoil 
year  ending  June  30th,  1875,  and  for  other  purposes,  ap- 
proved June  20th,  1874,  no  provision  was  made  for  the 
continued  employment  of  the  chemist  and  his  assistant.  I 
have  in  consequence  been  compelled  to  suspend  work  in 
the  laboratory,  thus  depriving  this  department  of  the  pro- 
tection and  advantage  of  careful  and  reliable  analyses  of 
drugs  and  medicines,  and  making  it  impossible  to  furnish, 
as  heretofore,  other  departments  of  the  Government  with 
results  of  examinations  for  detection  of  adulterations,  or 
establishment  of  values,  for  guidance  in  selection  and  pur- 
chase. 

During  the  month  of  June,  1874,  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  Array  by  which 
the  monthly  reports  of  the  meteorological  observations 
made  at  the  several  military  posts  by  the  Medical  Officei  a 
of  the  Army  were  to  be  forwarded  to  him,  hereafter,  as 
received  at  this  office.  This  proposition  was  made  in  the 
belief  that  these  observations  possess  considerable  value, 
and  that  their  utility  will  bo  increased  by  studying  them 
in  connection  with  the  observations  made  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Signal  Corps. 

The  requirements  of  the  Army  as  to  Medical  Officers  are 
shown  by  the  following  statement : 

Number  of  permanent  posts 174 

"  **    temporary  posts  and  sub-stations 36 

Total 210 

Number  of  Medical  Officers  on  special  duty  as  Medi- 
cal Directors  of  Departments  ;  at  Soldiers'  Home; 
preparing  reports  ordered  by  Congress  ;  in  the 
Surgeon-General's  Office  ;  and  on  Medical  Exam- 
ining Boards  now  in  session 23 

Number  of  Contract  Surgeons  on  duty  as  Attending 
Surgeons  at  Recruiting  Stations  and  in  cities  not 
reckoned  as  posts 14 

Number  of  Posts  at  which  two  or  more  Medical  Officers 

are  required  * 45 

Number  of  Military  Expeditions  during  the  current 

year 13 

*  The  number  of  Medical  Officers  required  at  a  Post  is  fixed  by  the  Department  Oom- 
mander. 
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With  the  ttiirtiF?en  (13)  expeditions,  twenty-five  (25) 
MeJinul  Officers  were  required  ;  with  the  sixty-8even  (67) 
8coiitii»g  parties  forty  (40)  Medicnl  OHicers  were  on  duty* 

The  averjige  number  of  Medical  Officers  absent  on  leave 
and  on  account  of  sickness  is  twe!vc  (12). 

Tfi  meet  the  above  demands  there  are  now  in  service 
fitty-one  (51)  Surgeons,  ninety'- (bur  (94)  Assistahl*Surgeons, 
and  one  hundred  and  eiglity*peven  (187)  Contract  Sur- 
geons;" in  all  three  hundred  arid  thirty-two  (332), 

The  Act  re-or^anizinjj^  the  SbitT  Corps  of  t!io  Army, 
approved  June  23d,  1874,  while  allowinfj:  appointments  of 
AssiBtant  Surgeons  in  the  Army,  cuts  off  two  ol  the  five 
Lieutenant-ColonelH  and  ten  of  the  sixty  Majors,  tlni«  pre- 
venting any  pnunntion  for  sevend  yeiirs  to  eouje,  Thi8  i« 
mnch  to  be  regretted,  as  it  place.s  the  officer??  of  the  Med- 
ical CorpH  below  thoge  of  all  otfier  Stalf  Corps  and  o(  the 
Line  of  the  Army  as  regnrds  promotion^  which  is  felt  by 
them  uR  a  hardship  and  injustice,  the  results  of  which  can- 
not fail  to  be  injurious  to  the  best  intorestsof  the  service. 

The  clause  of  the  8Jtme  Act  which  speciHes  that  *'the  nnm- 
hercjf  cniitrsict  surgeons  slndl  Vie  limited  to  seventydive  on  or 
before  the  fir^t  day  of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
rbed  and  seventy -live,  Jind  thereafter  ncj  more  ^hall  be  em- 
ployed," must  result  either  in  actual  anflering  for  w^ant  of 
medical  attendance,  or  in  largely  increased  expense  to  the 
government.  The  nund:>er  of  candidates  presenting  them* 
j^elvcB  before  the  Examining  Boards  for  the  position  of 
Assistant  Surgeon  is  not  large,  and  probably  not  more  than 
twenty-iive  will  pass  the  examination  by  the  first  of  Janu- 
urVt  t(i  take  the  place  of  over  one  hundred  (100)  contract 
Hurgeons  to  l>e  tlis<-hargerl  under  the  above  law.  The  only 
resource  will  be  t(»  employ  local  physicians  without  con- 
trncts,  and  pay  them  the  ordinary  fees  c»f  private  physicians 
— which  past  experience  Inis  shown  will  cost  much  more 
and  be  lens  satisfactory  than  the  present  system. 

At  date  of  Inst  report  there  existed  sixty*four  (64)  va* 
eancies  in  the  Medical  Corps,  viz.:  two  (2)  Assistant  Meil- 
ical  Purveyors,  five  (5)  Surgeons,  fifty-six  (56)  Assistunt 
Hnrgeons  and  one  (1)  Medicnl  Storekeeper, 

During  the  past  year  three  (3)  Surgeons  and  one  (1) 
Surgeon  (retired)  have  died,  and  one  Q)  Surgeon  has  re- 
signed ;  the  vacancies  in  tlie  grades  of  Assistant  Medical 
Purve3*or,  Surgeon  and  Medical  Storekeeper  were  abolished 
by  Act  of  Congress  approved  June  23d,  1874  ;  leaving  at 
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present  fifty-six  (56)  vacancies  in  the  grade  of  Assistant 
Jr^urgeon. 

J.  K.  Barnes, 
Surgeon- General  United  Stiites  Army. 


Alarming  Outbraak  of  Soarlet  Fever  in  East  London. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Mile  End  Vestry  a  letter  was 
received  from  the  school-mistress  of  an  establishment  for 
infants  in  the  district,  stating  that  three  children  formerly 
attending  the  school  had  died  from  scarlet  fever.  In  spite 
of  every  precaution  several  other  children  had  contracted 
the  disease,  and  were  away  from  the  school.  The  writer 
added  that  she  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  drainage, 
together  with  the  over-crowded  and  dirty  condition  of 
some  of  the  houses,  tended  to  spread,  if  not  induce  fever. 
In  one  house  quite  close  to  the  school  a  child  was  lyin^ 
dead,  and  yet  six  persons  were  sleeping  in  the  same  room. 
In  reply  to  questions,  Dr.  Corner,  the  medical  officer 
of  health,  stated  that  there  had  been  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  in  the  district ;  but  he 
failed  to  find  evidence  of  great  over-crowding.  It  was 
eventually  decided  to  forward  copies  of  the  report  sent  up 
by  a  committee  recommending  disinfection  of  the  house 
and  the  scliodmistress's  letter  to  the  School  Board.  At  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  Mile  End  board  of  guardians  it  was 
resolved,  on  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Loaue,  the  house  doc- 
tor, to  prohibit  the  friends  of  the  inmates  from  visiting 
whilst  the  scarlet  fever  was  so  prevalent.  In  the  Poplar 
District,  comprising  the  three  parishes  of  Row,  Bromley, 
and  Poplar,  a  total  of  48  cases  of  scarlet  fever  had  been 
reported  to  the  sanitary  committee,  of  which  23  had 
proved  fatal.  Fourteen  fatal  cases  were  reported  to  St. 
George's  East  Vestry  at  their  last  meeting,  whilst  in  the 
Whitechapel  district  fevers  of  all  kinds  are  prevalent,  the 
enteric  type  predominating.  At  each  of  the  boards  geiun^al 
sympathy  tvas  expressed,  and  it  was  ordered  that  disinfect- 
ants in  every  instance  be  supplied,  and  that  where  neces- 
sary, to  prevent  the  fever  spreading,  the  bedding,  <fec.,  be 
entirely  destroyed. — Medical  Press  and  Circular. 

In   California   we  do  not  disinfect   the  schoolmistress' 
letter,  nor  pass  a  resolution  **  to  express  general  sympathy." 
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We  keep  our  Hospitals  disinfected  and  save  more  than  23 
in  48  cases. 


Scienttftc  3frttceedittg:8* 

ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCE. 

A  Brief  Session— Donations  to  the  Cabinet  and  Library- 
Short  Communications,  Etc. 

The  Academy  of  Science  held  its  regular  session  last 
evening.  The  attendance  was  slim.  After  ordinary  pre- 
liminaries 

THE  CABINET 

Whs  added  to  as  follows  :  A  lot  of  fossil  bones  from  Placer 
county,  donated  by  R.  H.  Lloyd  ;  a  collection  of  Ameri- 
can and  European  birds'  eggs,  by  W.  T.  Blunt ;  a  lot  of 
fossils  from  Monterey  county,  by  Dr.  J.  G.  Cooper ;  shells 
from  Ounalaska,  by  the  Alaska  Company  :  specimens  of 
iron  ore  found  in  West  Hartley  coal,  by  William  Russell. 
The  customary  periodicals  were  received  for  the  library. 

WRITTEN  COMMUNICATIONS. 

A  very  short  paper  on  the  "  Tertiary  Formation  of  Cal- 
ifornia," bv  Dr.  J.  C.  Cooper,  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

**  Plains  and  Valleys  of  California,"  a  paper  by  Judge 
Hastings,  was  very  brief  but  quite  interesting.  The  Judge 
also  read  a  paper  on  the  **  General  Theory  of  Earth- 
quakes." 

Henry  Edwards  presented  his  eleventh  paper  on  the 
**  Pacific  Coast  Lepidoptera."  It  was  placed  on  file  with- 
out being  read. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  of  Officers  was  instructed 
to  bring  in  its  report  at  the  next  meeting,  December 
21st. 

The  business  being  finished,  the  Acndemv  adjourned.  — 
AUa.  

Microscopical  Society  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 

A  paper  contributed  by  J.  Edward  Smith,  of  Ashtabula, 
Ohio,  on  the  use  of  Dammar  varDish  as  a  mounting  medium 
for  test  objects,  was  read  to  the  society.     Mr.  Smith  has 
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found,  from  numerous  experiments,  that  the  varnish  ren- 
ders objects  much  more  difficult  of  resolution  than  balsam. 
The  increased  transparency  obtained  by  the  use  of  the 
varnish  seems  to  him  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  the  difference. 
The  Dammar  mounts,  according  to  Mr.  Smith's  experi- 
ments, utterly  defeated  a  Tolles  immersion  1-10  three  sys- 
tem objective,  which  would  readily  dissolve  the  same  speci- 
mens when  mounted  in  balsam.  A  Tolles  new  four 
system  1-10  objective,  however,  readily  resolved  the  Dam- 
mar slides,  though  the  same  result  could  not  be  obtained 
by  the  use  of  any  of  the  old  objectives  from  1-10  to  1-50. 

A  paper  was  also  read  from  Q.  W.  Morehouse,  of  Way- 
land,  New  York,  on  the  comparative  results  obtained  liy 
the  use  of  Tolles's  old  three  system,  1-50,  and  the  new  four 
system,  1-10.  Mr.  Morehouse  states  that  the  best  work  of 
the  former  was  unequivocally  excelled  by  the  performance 
of  the  latter.  This  is  a  great  gain,  as  the  1-10  gives  a 
great  increaseof  light,  anda  better  definition,  as  compared 
with  the  1-50.  The  most  remarkable  point  in  Mr. 
Morehouse's  investigation  is  this  :  That  the  optician  can, 
by  a  new  and  simple  combination  of  lenses,  with  a  focal 
distance  as  low  as  one-tenth  of  an  inch,  secure  better 
performance  than  can  be  obtained  by  the  old  system,  1-50 
of  an  inch  focal  distance.  This  seems  to  be  the  greatest 
triumph  of  the  optician's  art,  as  regards  the  construction 
of  objectives. 

A  communication  from  J.  Edward  Smith  fully  corrobo- 
rated the  comparative  statements  of  Mr.  Morehouse.  — 
Memphis  Daily  Appecdj  December  5th,  1874. 


Time's  rapid  fingers  have  nearly  turned  the  last  leaves  in 
the  year's  volume  of  life's  daily  pages.  We  present  to  our 
readers  the  most  friendly  '*  compliments  of  the  season," 
and  the  Index  to  our  year's  transactions.  To  them  all  we 
quote  the  afifectionate  words  of  one  of  San  Francisco's  dis- 
tinguished oracles.  Its  kindly  thrill  will  awake  a  harmo- 
nious welcome  in  every  ear  :  "  May  the  Lord  love  us,  and 
not  call  for  us  too  soon." 
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Cremation. 


From  tlie  Sanitary  Journal^  devoted  to  Public  Heulth, 
November,  1874,  Toronto  : 

*'The  authorities  of  the  city  of  Vienna  have  decided  to 
establish  in  the  cemetery  the  necessary  apparatus  for  cre- 
mation, for  the  use  of  those  who  prefer  this  method  of  dis- 
posing of  the  bodies  of  their  deceased  friends." 

It  win  require  much  argument  to  win  advocates  in 
America  to  this  mode  of  reducing  dust  to  dust.  If  to  anti- 
cipate would  evade  the  fiery  ordeal  of  the  future,  it  might 
prove  a  healthful  precaution.  The  preventive  "  stitch  in 
timey"  to  save  the  nine  infuturo,  might  be  wise  practice. 
But  so  long  as  the  devotion,  the  love,  and  the  poetry  of 
civilization  exist,  so  long  as  fond  memories  are  so  sacredly 
and  so  tenderly  woven  around  the  forms  of  the  loved  and 
the  venerated,  will  the  heart's  finest  sympathies  revolt 
ngainst  the  horrid  thought  and  loathsome  process. 


Mftak  3^eijiew8. 


Cyclopaedia  op  the  Practice  op  Medicine:  Edited  by 
Dr.  H.  von  Ziemssen,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine 
in  Munich,  Bavaria.  Volume  1.  Acute  Inpectious 
Diseases.  By  Professor  Liebermeister,  of  Tubingen, 
Professor  Lebert,  of  Breslau,  Dr.  Haenisch,  of  Griefs- 
wald,  Professor  Heubner,  of  Leipzig,  and  Dr.  Oertel, 
of  Munich.  Translated  by  R.  H.  Fitz,  M.D.,  and 
Charles  P.  Putnam,  M.D.,  of  Boston  ;  Arthur  Van 
Harlingen,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia ;  James  T.  Whitta- 
ker,  M.D.,  of  Cincinnati ;  Edward  W.  Schauffler, 
M.D.,  of  Kansas  City  ;  and  Francis  Delafield,  M.D., 
Horatio  Bridge,  M.D.,  Thomas  E.  Satterthwaite,  M.D., 
Lewis  A.  Stimson,  M.D.,  J.  Haven  Emerson.  M.D., 
and  Norman  Smith,  M.D.,  of  New  York.  Albert  H. 
Buck,  M.D.,  New  York,  Editor  of  American  Edition. 
New  York  :  William  Wood  &  Co.  1874. 
A  cursory  glance  at  the  first  volume  of  this  great  work, 
— coming  in  to  us  too  late  to  review  in  this  month's  West- 
ern Lancet — permits  the  assurance  to  our  readers,  in  its 
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general  aspect,  the  elegance  of  its  publication  in  New 
York  b}^  William  Wood  &  Co.,  and  the  comprehensive 
scope  of  the  enterprise,  that  this  coming  Cyclopaedia  must 
supersede  its  predecessors.  Why  should  the  numerous 
costly  Cyclopaedias  in  different  languages  which  load  the 
library  be  superseded  by  this  fresh  emanation  from  the 
laboratory  of  science?  Because  the  last  thirty  years^ 
product  of  the  laboratory  has  created  an  unprecedented 
revolution.  To  be  posted  in  the«new  lore  is  as  indispensable 
to  the  veteran  as  it  is  essential  to  the  neophyte  ;  and  while 
the  invitation  to  so  often  purchase  new  Cyclopaedias  may 
be  rather  exacting,  it  is  the  honor  as  well  as  the  neces- 
sity of  the,  last  four  decades. 

To  estimate  the  promise  this  work  offers  it  may  be 
asked.  Who  are  its  autiiors? 

Hugo  Wilhelm  von  Ziemssen,  the  Editor,  was  born,  De- 
cember I3th,1829,  at  Griefswald,  on  the  Baltic  Sea.  After 
having  finished  his  studies  at  the  High  School  (Gymnasium) 
of  his  native  town,  he  studied  medicine  at  Berlin  in  1849, 
at  Wurtzburg  in  1850  and  1851,  and  at  Griefswald  in  1852 
and  1853,  from  which  latter  university  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1853.  In  1856  he  was 
appointed  Assistant  Physician  to  the  medical  clinic  and 
polyclinic  at  Griefswald,  and  also  a  Private  Instructor  in 
medicine. 

Karl  Liebermeister,  born  in  1833  in  Ronsdorf,  near  Elber- 
fold,  studied  medicine  in  Bonn,  Wurtzburg,  Griefswald 
and  Berlin.  In  1858  he  was  made  Assistant  !rhysician,  and 
in  1859  Instructor  at  Griefswald  ;  in  1860  he  accompanied 
Niemeyer  as  his  assistant  to  Tubingen,  where  he  was  cre- 
ated Extraordinary  Professor  of  Pathological  Anatomy, 
then  advanced  to  the  Professorship  of  Clinical  Medicine 
in  Basle,  and  in  1871  to  the  same  position  in  Tubingen. 

Professor  H.  Lebert  was  born  in  Breslau,  in  18l3,  and 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  Berlin.  He  entered 
upon  his  university  studies  in  the  spring  of  1831,  and  suc- 
cessively attended  the  schools  of  Berlin,  Zurich  an  i  Paris. 
He  received  his  medical  degree  in  Zurich,  and  resided  in 
Switzerland  until  1846,  when  he  commenced  practice  in 
Paris.  In  1853  he  was  called  to  Zurich,  to  fill  the  Professor- 
ship of  Clinical  Medicine.  In  1859  he  was  called  to  Bres- 
lau, where  he  has  remained  until  quite  recently.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  practising  as   consulting  physician  in 
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Vevay,  Switzerland,  a  large  part  nfhm  time  being  devoted 
to  medical  literature  and  the  lUAtural  sciences. 

Dr.  Fritz  Htieuisch  was  burn  in  Griefswald  in  1842,  and 
completed  bis  course  of  studies  at  the  **  Gymmisium  ''  in 
1860.  He  tben  devoted  himselF  to  the  study  of  medicine 
at  Wurlzburg  and  Griefswuld  ;  graduated  in  1864,  aud 
underwent  bis  state  examination  during  the  winter  of 
1864-65. 

Prol'esaor  Heubner  was  born  in  1843,  in  MuliUmff,  in 
Saxony.  From  1861  till  1866  be  studied  medicine  at  Leip- 
zig* During  the  summer  ot  1866  he  completed  his  ntudiew 
ut  Vienna.  From  1866  tilt  1871  he  otliciated  lus  Cbnical 
Assistant  in  tlie  Leipzig  Inlirmary,  at  Wnnderlicb^s  cliuic. 
In  1868  he  became  nu  Instructor  at  the  university.  In  1873 
lie  was  elected  Extraordinary  Professor,  wdiich  position  he 
holds  at  tlie  present  time. 

Max  Josef  Oertel  was  born  in  DilHugen,  Bavaria,  March 
aOtb,  1835.  From  I860  to  1863  he  was  Assistant  at  the 
clinic,  in  Munich,  in  the  division  uf  Dr*  v.  Pfeufer,  who 
died  in  1869.     He  passed  the  t^tate  examination  in  1863. 

All  these  authors  have  distinguished  tliera8elves  in  Ger- 
many, and  occupied  high  positiouB.  Tlieir  career  hns  been 
a  life  of  industry,  devoted  to  study,  and  is  well  known  to 
those  conversant  with  German  lllenilnre.  Under  «uch 
auspices  the  Cyclopajdia,  worked  up  to  the  day,  cannot 
fail  to  be  the  welcome  guest  of  every  library*  To  obtain 
this  work  it  will  be  necessary  to  correspond  with  Messra, 
BancrrdY  <fe  Co.,  appointed  sole  agents  by  Messrs.  William 
Wood  &  Co..  of  New  York- 

A  pRACTrcAL  Treatise  on  the  DrsBAbES  op  Women,  By 
'W  Ouillurd  Tbnnnis,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  «»f  Wnmen  and  Children  in  the  College  of 
Pliysicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York;  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Woman's  Hospital ;  Consulting  Phv- 
Bician  to  the  Nursery  and  Child  s  Hospital,  New  Yurk; 
to  St.  Mary's  Hospital  for  Women,  Brooklyn  ;  Honor- 
ary  Fellow  of  tfie  Obstetrical  Society  of  London  ;  Cor- 
re.Hpunding  Member  of  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  Ber- 
lin, of  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston,  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  Lima,  Peru,  of  tlie  Obstetrical 
Society  of  Philadelphia;  Houorary  Member  of  the 
Louisville  Obstetrical  Stjciety.  Fourth  Edition,  thor- 
ouglily  revised,      Witli  one  hundred   and  eighty-ttix 
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iIlu8tratioDs  on  wood.     Pliiludelnhia  :  Henrv'  C.  Le>u 
1874. 

To  tliis  work,  the  mithor's  own  preface  ig  tbo  best  intro- 
duction of  his  fourth  edition  wl»ich  can  be  presented. 

Its  being  found  worthy  of  translation  to  rank  mnong  tlje 
clnssic  wnrks  of  EnropOJin  celebrity  ih  certainly  enlogy 
eiiouglj.  We,  of  the  distant  Western  slope,  cunnot  pnitcnd 
to  further  contHbute  than  by  recoinmeiiding  ull  iiitereBlud 
to  buy  it,  to  read  it  and  then  hjarn  and  inwardly,  psycho 
Ittgicnlly  wo  mean^  digest  it. 

PREFACE  TO  THE   FOURTH    EDITION. 

In  proi^entiug  this,  the  fourth  edition  of  Ins  treatise  on 
tlie  Diseases  of  Wcmieri,  tliu  autljor  desires  to  express  fUt? 
irreat  gratification  which  lio  lia^  felt  at  the  cordial  reception 
accorded  to  the  work  by  liis  profe.ssional  brethren,  an 
shown  by  the  exhanstion  of  three  large  editions  within  tivu 
years,  the  translatioii  of  tlte  work  into  German,  and  prepar- 
ations now  on  foot  to  render  the  present  edition  into  French 
and  Italian.  Stimulated  by  tliis,  he  has  spared  no  pains  in 
the  revision  to  make  the  work  a  fti thrill  exponent  of  the 
nuist  advanced  condition  of  gynecology.  Many  portitnis 
have  btien  virtually  i-ewritten,  and  the  whole  has  received 
the  uio8t  careful  attention.  The  series  of  illustrations  Imai 
been  reduced  by  the  omiss?ion  of  many  which  seemed  to  b^ 
8Uperfluoua,  while  a  numbc*r  of  new  ones  liave  been  intro- 
duced which  it  is  hoped  will  more  thoroughly  elucid.ite  the 
text.  ^d 

To  one  jioint  in  the  work  the  author  would  call  the  ^^' 
attention  of  the  reader.  Some  of  the  mauipulatioriH  recom- 
inended  by  him  will  be  found  difllcult  i*t'  accomplislmient 
by  the  practitioner  who  employs  the  cylindrical  speculum 
or  otfiers  which  are  applied  in  the  dorsal  position.  At? 
examples,  may  be  mentioned  tiie  use  of  the  intra-utertnii 
stem  with  supporting  anteversion  pessary,  and  the  uterino 
probe.  Introduced  through  Srms^s  speculum^  they  uro 
easily  u)ahaged  ;  emph»yed  in  any  other  way,  their  iiac  m 
attended  by  difficulties. 

It  may  very  naturally  be  asked  why  the  author,  knowing 
as  he  does  that  the  dorsal  method  of  speculum  examination 
almost  universally  prevails,  teaches  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  latend  or  Sims's  method  ?  He  answers  the  f|Ui«slinn 
in  all  candor  in  this  way  :  He  looks  upon  the  introduction 
of  the  lateral  method  of  speculum  examiniition  as  a  groat 
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advance  in  gynecology  :  be  regards  it  as  a  metljod  which 
puts  hiiii  wlio  practices  it  upon  a  decided  vantage  gronud 
i>ver  liim  who  employs  tlie  dorsal  method  ;  and  he  t'uiifi- 
dently  looks  (orward  to  the  day  when  the  great  superiority 
uf  the  levator  perinei  t^peculnm  will  cause  it  to  supercede 
all  others.  He  freely  acknowledges  that  in  this  estimate 
he  may  be  entirely  in  error  ;  but  so  strong  are  his  convic- 
tions tliat  he  would  be  recreant  to  them  did  he  speak  le^ta 
decidedly.  In  the  Wonuin's  H^ispital,  <*!'  tliis  city,  with  a 
tturt^qcal  stsjfl'  of  twelve,  this  plan  is  iniivers^dly  adopted  ; 
and  an  o|>portuhity  cd  demonstrating  its  advantages  always 
afTords  pleasure  to  tlie  surgeons  of  the  institution.  Time, 
the  test  of  the  value  of  all  things,  will  settle  this  matter, 
and  the  author,  with  tlie  small  minority  which  believes  ai* 
he  does,  is  perfectly  willing  to  abide  its  verdict. 

In  the  preparation  of  tliis  edition  for  the  presR  the  author 
has  been  greatly  aided  by  three  of  hi?»  friends,  to  whoni  he 
otrers  his  sincere  tlnrnks — Drs,  S,  Beach  Joned,  Jr.,  Jamcfl 
B.  Hunter,  and  Matthew  D.  Mann. 


Electro-Tuehapedttcs  :  A  Condensed  Mjinual  of  Medical 
Kfeetricity.  By  D.  F.  Lincoln,  M.  D.,  Physician  to 
the  Department  M  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System, 
Boston  Dispt'nsary.  PljiladelphiM  :  Henry  C  Lea, 
1874.     Sao  Fraucisa) :  A.  L.  Bancroft  &  Co. 

The  increasing  value  and  importance  of  Electro-Thera- 
pontiles  has  induced  us  to  look  into  this  work  with  some 
care,  a«*  presenting  compendiously  a  liroadea^t  view  nf  the 
Hubject.  We  are  too  grateful  to  the  galvanic  battery  in 
many  cases  of  nareosis*  and  suspended  animation,  as  well 
na  in  feigned  hysteria,  not  to  be  fully  imbued  with  tli© 
iid vantages  to  be  derived  from  tfie  applicatioti  to  the 
uervous  system  ol  its  most  nearly  allied  correlative  force. 
The  author  <levotes  his  first  chapter  to  elucidate  the  **  Law 
ofOfnn/^  by  winch  electricity  is  measured  in  regard  to  the 
quantity  to  be  developed,  and,  of  coursG,  the  measuram(*nt 
nf  tlie  quantity  which  should  be  liberated  and  allowed  to 
act  in  diifereut  cases  upon  the  nervous  system  in  disease. 
Tlie  unit  of  quantity  is  hence  termed  an  Ohmad,  from  Pro* 
fessor  Ohm,  who  first  reduced  the  meaaurement  of  electric 
quantity  to  an  algebraic  formula.  Thus  :  An  electric  cur- 
rent is  roprosonted  by  the  symbol  I  ;  the  electro-motive 
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forcGj  which  ^enenitea  or  causes  the  current,  has  for  it^ 
symbol,  E.  The  electric  current,  in  its  course,  loses  in 
force  or  tension  by  the  impediments  it  meetn  with  and  has 
to  overcome,  Thi**  impediment  is  ttirmed  resistance,  of 
which  there  are  two,  viz.: 

iBt*  The  resistance  which  depends  on  the  condactiviiy 
of  the  conibccioi\  relatively  to  its  iiUenuation  and  its  elom/a- 
Hon :  it8  fiymbol  is  r. 

2d.  Ii^  the  resistance  itivitlved  in  the  generaiion  of  the 
currmt :  as  the  current,  to  pass  through  the  space  between 
tlio  metal  plates  of  a  cell,  or  element,' whether  that  space 
be  air,  fluid,  or  porous  substance,  meets  with  resistance* 
Its  symbol  is  R. 

Hence,  to  caicuhite  the  quantity  of  electrictity  in  a  given 
current — a  subject  of  indispensable  importance  in  applying 
such  a  vast  power  to  the  liuman  nervous  system,  or,  in 
other  words,  to  know  the  measure  or  therapeutic  dose  lo 
give — we  learn  '*  that  the  actual  current  in  any  given  case 
is  equal  to  the  electro-motive  force  divided  by  the  sum  of 
the  resistances;"  or,  algebraically,  I=R^i„«rj  ^^'^  ^-'^'^  '^ 
the  formula  of  the  great ''  Law  of  Ohm.'^  Fur  tlio  further 
development  of  this  law  see  chapter  1. 

The  author  discusses  the  various  modes  of  generating 
electricity,  and  shows  the  best  apparatus. 

The  succeeding  chapters  on  Physiology,  Diagnosis  and 
Therapeutics,  from  the  electric  view  point,  are  handled  in 
ihe  same  scientific  spirit,  so  that  the  work  constitutes  ati 
excellent  elementary  text-book  for  those  who  desire  to  add 
to  their  therapeutic  arcana  the  invaluable  aid  of  the  gnl- 
vanic  battery. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  various  Important  Diseases:  Bein^ 
a  collection  of  the  Clinical  Lectures  delivered  in  the 
Medical  Wards  of  Mercy  Hospital,  ChicMgo.  By 
Nathan  8.  Davis,  A*  M,,  M,  D.,  Professor  of  Princi' 
pies  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medieim^, 
in  Cliicago  Medical  College.  Edited  by  Frank  H, 
Davis^M.D.  Second  Edition.  Philadelphia:  Henry 
C.  Lea.     San  Francisco  :  A.  Roman  &  Co. 
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Professor  Davis,  in  this  work  for  the  instruction  of  stu- 

dentp,  has  admirably  chosen  his  subjects  for  study  and  his 
caaea  for  iUustration.  He  selects  a  aeries  of  cases  to 
demonstrate  the  different  phases  of  a  disease,  and  thus 
lollows  it  in  its  varying  progress  from  incipiencj  to  its  resn- 
hition  by  cure  or  death.  His  lecture  oo  Tuberculosis, 
being  a  clinic  for  students,  does  not  seek  the  histological 
pathology  of  the  disease,  but  gives  the  manifest  symptoms, 
and  the  student  is  bronght  personally  to  realize  the  signs, 
auscultation,  percussion,  the  respiration  as  well  as  the  con- 
stitutional variations.  Nothing  can  be  more  thorough  than 
his  elucidation  of  heart  diseases.  In  a  word,  his  whole 
volume  proves  the  experienced  scholar,  while  his  perspic* 
uous  style,  comparable  with  the  lucid  diction  of  Trousseau, 
tempts  the  reader  onward  and  demonstrates  how  dry  and 
obscure  subjects  may  be  adorned  by  simple  and  natural 
language. 

Therapeutics  and  Materta  Mediga  :  A  Systematic  Trea- 
tise on   the  Action   and    Uses  of  Medicinal   Agents, 
including  their  Description  and  History.     By  Alfred 
Stillc,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  ;  Physician  to  St,  Joseph's  Hospital ; 
Fellow  of  the  Collf^ge  of  Physicians,  and  Member  of 
the  Pathological  Society  of  Philadelpliia  ;  Correspond- 
ing Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  ; 
Member  of  the  Societe  Medicalc   d*Observation,   of 
Paris  ;  Honorary  Member  of  the  Medical  Societies  of 
the  States  of  Rhode  Island,  New  York  and  CaHfornia, 
etc.,  etc-     Fourth   Edition,    thoroughly  revised    and 
enlarged.    In  two  volumes.    Volume  1.    Philadelphia; 
Henry  C,  Lea.     San  Francisco  :  A.  Roman  <t  Co. 
When  a  standard  work  of  two  8vo.  volumes,  1884  piiges, 
presents  itself  in  the  new  garb  of  the  fourth  edition,  **  with 
all  the  motlorn  improvements,*' the  reviewor^s  occupation 
18  gone^ — Othello  may  sheath  his  weapon.     The  fact,  is  the 
proof  of  the  liigh  appreciation  in  the  profession  of  Pro- 
fessor A.  Stille's  work.      His  indefatigable  industry  has 
made  him  master  of  the  subject.     We  believe  the  book 
contains  the  marrow  of  Wood  &  Bacho's  United  States 


676  Book  Reviews. 

Pharmacopeia,  with  the  exclusion  of  mach  that  is  very 
seldom  read  or  referred  to.  His  section  on  Narcotics 
(especially  the  introduction  to  it,)  is  clear  and  highly  inter- 
esting. The  subject  of  the  special  action  of  the  different 
narcotics  in  localizing  their  influence  on  particolar  organs 
of  the  brain,  the  spinal  cord  and  the  ganglionic  centres, 
has  received  much  attention.  The  differentiation  of  the 
narcotics  in  this  respect  throws  light  on  the  art  of  discrim- 
ination in  their  selection,  for  speciid  nervous  perturbations, 
and  no  one  will  deny  the  obscurity  which  veils  this  subject. 
The  fiat  of  public  favor  lias  gone  forth,  and  we  can  only 
hope  that  the  venerable  Professor  may  reap  a  full  harvest 
for  his  arduous  labor. 

Hurra  for  a  title ! 
Diseases  op  the  Abdomen,  Stomach,  and  "  Other  Parts  " 
OF  THE  Alimentary  Canal.    By  S.   0.  Habersbow, 
M.D.,  F.R.C.R.     Physician  to  and  Lecturer  on  Med- 
icine at  Guy's  Hospital. 

The  Medical  Press  and  Circular,  No.  1861,  October 
14th,  1874. 

Let. him  Hav-a-show. 

Queer-y?  Are  the  stomach  and  *' other  parts"  outside 
the  abdomen  ?  Is  the  abdomen  only  "  another  part"  of  the 
alimentary  canal. 

The  publisher  is  earnestly  solicited  to  send  quickly  n 
copy  for  review,  gratis,  viz. :  2d  edition,  consuleraUy 
enlarged  and  revised.     8vo,  14  shillhigs. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary.  1875.  4to.    Cannon 
Street,  London. 

A  convenient  diary  to  help  "  business,"  but  full  of  adver- 
tisements such  as  "  The  evidence  of  an  Octogenarian  of 

's  pills" — which  we  do  not  like  to  take.     Were  it  not 

for  this  harm  to  legitimate  ''business/'  the  Diary  would  bo 
a  still  more  agreeable  Christmas  oflFering.  It  shows  that 
London  possesses  some  eighty-six  hospitals. 

The  Memphis  Daily  Appeal.    November  22d. 
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ANIMAL    VACCINE. 


Kt^gulflr  week!)*  supplies  of  quill-Rlip»  of  Animal  Va(!cinf .  preiJnred  Uy 
Dr,  Friwik  P.  FosUt,  IMrector  c»f  the  Vncclr»«  IVpartmt-ni  «l  the  N«w 
York  Di«|teii4Jar3r,  »r©  fecehed  by 

L.  I..  DORR,  M.D., 

SAN   FRANCISCO, 

AGENT  FOR  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

For  mU  at  retail  by  J  AS.  G.  BTEELE  &  CO.,  531  Moutgomerj*  street : 
J.  H.  WIDBER.  earlier  Market  aud  Third  strueU. 


miFTIEPnffilFiiilllilEillMIIIIli! 


Hi  La  eU^gaat  FicparaUon  contains  of  Iron  oud  Quinlae  nauh  t  gr.^  atid 
Strychnine  1-32  gr.  to  «aoli  tea»ipQou(iil  o(  tho  Syrup. 

til  ewtri  coavtlHscItti;  (tina  •dyuaiuk  f<tvcr-j>  in  Ul  couililioui  nf  Uepmved  ottlrlilJOQ 
from  tiutl^titiltou  ami  lualAHNiuillAllau  uf  fuud,  tu  u^rroui  (irostnitioo  from  nieuUI  utd 
phjslcAl  •xrrllon,  lu  ehlorutlc  ftiut  ftunnilo  iroruKQ.  tuil  in  itrumnttB  tUft(Umii«  in  wiulls 
uul  chlldit^u.  It  Li  i  oomblnAtloti  of  gf^%^  r«liaUIIlty  uitl  i'fllotcjr.  utd  It  uifty  bo  tskvu  for 
ft  prolraetM  pirriod  without  lM)tH>ntinic  n^'pngiMut  to  the  jtatlMntt 


CH.  ROTURIER, 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  DRUGGIST, 

CURXER  PACIFIC  AXD  DCPaJTr  9TREET9, 
SAS  FRAKCtSCO. 


G.  G.  BURNETT, 


i>fi:A.L.H:R  IX 


PURE  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES, 

Fine  Perfumery  and  Toilet  Articles, 
327  MONTGOMERY  STREET, 

BETWEEN  CALirtiliMA  AND  PINE, 

Under  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


PULLNA   BITTER  WATER. 

Th«  Pullna  Watch  iw  a  cle«r  »Tid  ina*lciiwu»  wmter,  which,  betn r  '-     '  - 

I  •Je  pretirrvedi  for  a  long  time  without  cU-trtnieut  to  iismeJit'iual  qu*K  jl, 

IWld  if  St  red  in  a  cool  pine*-,  tri!l  kt*pp  fn -b  f'»r  mnnr  y^'nfp      It  osn  1  ». 

«fH  and  weatUir;  no  txt  r  '       'j  '^^^  unint    m  ilM 

PDOTii  &tid  ill  bed.     The  j>r  '*«e  of  Ihe  ajirUm-* 

lu  lUrcb  anvl  April ;  wnJ 

According  to  th«  AUttl>>'i^  nnnip    bv  lYor.  Dr.  tx^iuu^.  imreatu,  U»©  Ptillnft  Blttof 
Water  contains  in  one  pouttJ  of  tLtlmtm  ounta : 

Exflccated  aiiliibiLiv  (»t- pMiiiss.i , S'J.T^n  cr»ir*»- 

8l:f  .....•„ .*..*.      ' 

«i|l 

Mil ., ...* 

"  Ciii  la ., ♦.. 

Ni  

*•         Sih  .__.      _..„.,,,,.,♦...*., .^.,»*. . 

'*  Phonpltatu  ol  f^oda.... . ...............,ir«  »■<'»*■•> 

'*         Carbonate  of  Limo ,,..•*....,««.... >• 

*♦         Sulphate  of  LliD«  ,...,.,.„.,* .,„,.„».., 

Bromide  of  Magnuainm  ,. **..*-,      U.."***^ 

'PraecB of  Lithlou  ami  03UdtilJ»t«»cl  Irun  ,,....,^ 

Tot*lur  ExaiccatedSalfea.,. 222 JWi gi»liw, 

Fof  Sale  by  all  I>ru«Sfijats. 

THE  ADMIXlSTILiTION  OF  THT.  PULLSA  Bm'EB  WATER  t^EOiQg, 

San  FriiiicU^o, 
Sal«  AjEt^n*  ^^^  ^^^  Parlllc-  Cooj 


tlie  Medical  Profession.' 

A  New  and  Important  Remedy, 

ACTOPEPTINE. 


COMPOSITION 


LACTOPEPTINE. 


PEPSIN, 

PTYAX.IN, 

PANCREATINE, 

LACTIC   ACID» 
HYDROCHLORIC  ACID. 


One  draclim  of 

will  digest  from  12 

drachms  of  Albumen^  or 

any  kind  of  cooked  Animal 

or  Vegetable  Food 


LACTOPEPTINE  contiwiis  tbe  five  active  agents  of  digestion,  combined  in  the 
B&mo  proportion  as  they  exist  in  the  hnman  system. 

Its  digestive  power  is  from  three  to  four  times  that  of  Pepsin,  (described  in  th< 
'*  United  Htates  Dipensatory,"  page  li>§5,)  and  has  the  nil  important  advantage  of  dis- 
solving lUI  aliment  used  as  food  by  mankind,  while  Pepsin  acts  only  upon  food  of  a 
plastic  nature. 

Description  of  the  Component  Parts  of  LAOTOPEPTINE. 

PEPSIN  is  One  of  the  principle  agents  of  digestion  fonnd  in  the  gastric  juice,  and  in 
canjimetion  with  acid  matter  present  in  that  secretion,  will  convert  Albomen, 
Fibrin,  Cosaein,  &e.,  into  Peptone. 

PTYALIN  ia  the  active  principle  of  saliva.  It  has,  until  quite  recently,  been  uaed  hut 
little  medicinally,  yet  it  m  unquestionably  one  of  the  most  important  agents  of 
digestion.  It  acts  powerfully  upon  vegetable  matter,  by  soptinvting  and  dis- 
solving the  nutritious  portion.  One  part  of  Ptyalin  will  separate  the  Dextrine 
and  Qluoose  from  3,000  parts  of  Starch, 

PANCREATINE  is  secreted  by  the  Pancreas.  It  acta  immediately  and  powerfully  upon 
Oily  and  Fatty  substances,  emuIsionijEitig  and  preparing  them  for  asaimiliition. 
It  also  has  the  power  of  digeating  all  kinds  of  food,  and  has  undoubteilly  bo  en 
given  this  property  so  as  to  act  upon  any  matter  that  may  pass  the  Pylorua 
imperfectly  digested. 

LACTIC  and  HTDROCHLORIC  ACIDS  are  always  found  in  the  gastric  juice,  and 
their  importance  is  shown  from  the  fact  that  Pepsin  will  not  change  the  char- 
acter of  the  food  without  their  presence. 


■4 


TO  TEST  THE  MGESTI7S  POWBE  OF  LACTOPEPTINE. 


4 


To  two  fiuid  ounces  of  water,  add  one  drachm  of  Lactopeptine,  half  drachm  of 
Hydrochloric  or  Lactic  Acid,  15  drachma  of  cooked  food  (reduced  to  a  pulpy  consistency), 
allowing  it  to  remain  from  four  to  twelve  hours,  occasionally  agitated  and  heated  to  a 
temperature  of  105  deg.  J 

Careful  experiments  and  much  study  have  been  required  in  ascertaining  the  exact     ' 
nature  and  proportiou  of  each  component  part  of  Lactopeptine,  so  as  to  furnish  a  pre- 
paration that  represents  aE  the  various  digestive  agents  that  act  upon  food  from  masti- 
cation t<3  its  conversion  into  chyle. 

Pepsin  or  any  of  the  other  digeative  agenta,  'wWii  ii^^tcixTSAaX^i^^Sw  v^t3re^^,\swsct%-*««5^  ^ 
edicmal  value  ot  l^croY^artrsT.,  'asi^^^  '^''^^^'^^^^^'M'^Il 


little  comparison  to  tho  medicmal 
that  it  will  entirely  guperaede  their  use. 
^  reach  of  everv  class  of  nr&ctioa.  Jl 


It  \«  i^LTm^Via^  ^1  ^  ^^^ 


^CB3ft^^'«rNJ^ 


^sc<is4 


ea  Ly  the  joitng^  < 


tt  is  presented  m  k  saccnaratefl  form'  an<l  wul  T>e  reA*lil 
It  is  used  in  the  Tarious  forms  of  Dyspepsia,  Chroxic  DLkfi]iHc£4,  VoMrn>'o  in  l'yiy*\  t^fci; 
Constipation,  GE>'EfiAL  Debility,  and  all  din^iiftes  arising  fruiu  ImperfoLt 

A-rt  perfect  digestion  ie  reqmred  in  resttiring  the  waste  suffereJ  Iv  the  L^  .  uiaa 

Itfi  circulution  through  the  syBtem,  it  ia  evident  that  LAcrt  liould  bo  ciaewl 

ftfl  an  important  remedy  in  depraved  conditions  of  that  vitni:  i  i. 

Dose  of  Powdeh,  2  to  5  grs- 


FZIZCXS. 


Lactopeptine  Powder,  02.     ■    *    $L0O 
-       lb.         .    13.00 

piiia,  aa.  ^  huua.  1.00 

Wine,  do£.  plats.  -    16.00 
''     inbiilkilF^pt    1.15 


i 


Uliiir  Lactopeptine,  doz*  pts,    *  $161 

inbuli^py^t      L15 
Bymp  *'  doa.  pints,    -    16*00 

in  bulk  3  pt.     U5 
Troohel  Lactopeptine,      f  Lathee.    4tM 

doB*  bxs,  ( Small    2*25 

UCTOPEPtmE  POWDER,  TROCHES,  or  SUGAR-COATED  PJLLS 
sent  by  maM  to  Physicians  or  Druggists,  prepaid,  upon  the  receipt  of  firite. 


We  also  oomblne  LcLctopepiine  with  ihefolUming  Preparai 


EiroLSION  OF  COD  LTVEE  ODL, 

WITH 

LACTOPEPTINE. 


ELIXIR  CiLlSAYA  BABK  AND  IRON, 

WITH 

LACTOPEl^lXE. 


ELIXIR  CALISAYA,  IRON  A  BISMUTH, 

WITH 

LACTOPEPTINE. 


WINE    OF    CALISAYA, 

WITH 

LAOTOPEPTINR 


HYRIjV  PHOSPHATE  IRON,  QDINIA  and 
.STRYCH.  wrrH 

LACTOPEPTINE. 


ELIXIR  8TILLINGIA  CO. 

WTTH 

LACTOPEPTINE. 


SYRUP  IODIDE  O.iLCIUM  AND  EBtON, 

WITH 

LACTOPEPTINE. 


SYRUP  LACTOPEPrmE  CO. 
Containing    Lactopeptine,    Pbos,    Iron, 
Phoii.  Lime,  Phos.  8oda  and  PhoB.  Potash. 


ELIX  CINCHONA,  IRON  A  SlUY^ 

WHTH 

LACTOPEPTINE. 


chotP 


ELIXIR  GENTIAN  A  CHLOIUDE  of  IBCOT 

WITH 

LACTOPEPTIXE. 


ELlXTli  PHOSPHATE  mOK,  QtHXIAasa 
STEYCH.  WITH 

LACTOPEPTINE. 


EUXIB   LACTOPEPTINE,   STRYCHNU 
AND  BISMUTH. 


SYRUP  PHOSPHATE  mON  AKD  LQtE 

wrrH 

LACTOPEPTINE. 

ELIXIR    CALISATA* 

WITK 

LACTOPEPTINE. 


BEEF,  IRON  AND  WIKE» 

WITH 

LACTOPEPTINE. 


LACTOPEPTINE    EMULJ^ION 

iiL>F£BIOR   TO 

PANCREATIC  EMFL8ION 


We  should  be  pleased  to  have  Phyflioianfl  and  Druggists,  visiting  the  Cit^.  malt 
our  office  headquarters  during  their  stay,  (!orreflpondence  aameatly  inviC«tL  i  '  * ' 
will  receive  prompt  and  courteous  tittention, 

(Respect/idly, 

Reed  &  Carkrick, 

^|anttf;adnring  phatimaci? 

\<a%  VwV^SiW  «,\.,Hew  York 


PIeact«  »end  for  Cata\oitv»e,ooT^^^a\'tvxri»*coy^v\^«  vvWea^S^^ 


sa 


EUCALYPTUS^  GLOBULUS. 

J^tumtftptu^  and  Us  P'rt^krtrntioHM  have  hern  found   usrfnl  In.  OhnUntitfi 

Omea  of  InU^rruitAent  and  MAnm  F«Yeft,  otlvu  Ktipplaiitiug  tlic-  u»o  of  QnlDliie.  Tbo 
rsro)r^em&  of  A»thinaftod  Oaturfi  kti  ^frrRtly  contmtlc^,  aod  to  vai-lutti  Kidney  I>1»«mm  iad 
C«t«ri  h  <jf  thtt  ClAdder  it  xeeiui  to  «tft  Ukf  •  b{>«c  iilt . 


CIGARETTES    OF    EUCALYPTUS    GLOBULUS, 

Usef^il  in  AMthmvtt  l>tgirHtiy  of  iir^aihing,  /^^ 


uc«rc««ary  ' 
.1  i^ij  or  n, 

•^ kei  iifv*'ri.i  ogiJasi 

I  itUi  kn      Tfj^'  Hl^ove  iin'iianill--tiii^  wnl  ail  Offlctufcl  MoX  h|-*!riRi  Vljuruut^ '  iili  Jii  Prpp&TftUotM^ 
IQidt'  uid  Bold  by 

JAMES  G*  STEELE  k  COm  Chemists  and  ApothecarieSr  521  Montgomery  Si 

1^  OooiU  KQQt  b7  Ezprt»M  to  uij  ptrt  of  the  Union. 


^^^^dui^^a^^ 


DIEUIAFCMi'S  SMA1.L  A8PLRAT0R. 

OTTO  &  REYNDERS, 

NEW  YORK. 

MANrFACTUREKa  AND  JMPOIiTKBS  OF 

SURGICAL  AND  ORTHOP<EDICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  SKEL- 
ETONS AND  ANATOMICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

e<4ole   ^\^^nt«   for  I9eit«i**»  ]Vew    Hypodermic    >- 

Aspirators,  E.  Hold  en 'n  0phygmogrmpb, «  complete  «R<;ortnif;ot  of  AnnLl.  Ortt :  ai,  tlr»- 

Ihral,  Ulerine.  Obstetric,  Port  Mort«»ni,  MItior  and  Oi^noral  (Jperntlfrr  ,,.„.  „u. 

Tnuwea,  Abdomio^  8up|>orterte,  Elastic  etocklsf*.  t-t'  . 
The  lateat  lMPXOT£MS:9mi  and  N«w  IxvKxnojia  on  haad  and  rev^'iv  ]  r  li.i.infl^  fmm  Mtt 
Agonts  in  Bnropo. 


Radical  Cure  Truss, 


IMPERVIOUS  TRUSSES  OF  VARIOUS  FORMS^ 

For  tlie  Periimiieiit  Relief  of  Hernia. 

ELASTIC   STOOKINaS,  SHOULDER    BRACES,' 

Apparatus  for  Eow  Let^R»  Club  Feet,  Weak  Ankles.  Hip  Disease,  and  all  ol 
Phyaieal  Deformities,  made  and  accuratdv  fitted  at  the 
Kadical  Cvtre  Truss  Office  of  the 

S13  MONTGOMERY, 

Cor.  Commercial,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

tg^  Reference,   by   penniRsion.    xxt  Prof.  Willard  Fah£KIV  Dim.   taATftK. 
8a5ds,  Cra>'e  and  other  eminent  Surgeons  of  this  city. 


H.  PLANTEN  &  SON, 

Established  in  1836.  224  WILLIAM  ST.,  N.Y. 

Pure  Oopaiba,  Oopaiba  and  Oubebs,  Ood  Liver  Oil,  Oastor  Oil  { 1  drop 

Orotoa  Oil),  Oaator  Oil  (1-8  gr.  Podophylin ),   Ood  Liver  Oil 

(1-2  gr.  Iodide  of  Iroii)|  Sandaliwood  Oil^  pare  and 

with  1-10  OaBsia,  Xylol,  Phosphorus  in  Olive 

Oil,  Enoalyptns  Globnlufl  Matico,  Apiol^ 

And  many  other  kiud«  to  which  now  Brlit'leB  are  aontluuallj  add^d* 

tPTT  CAPSULES  (5  SIZESV,  especullf  adapted  and  recotoni<»na«'d  for  tho  eft^  «d« 
mlnlstratioa  of  concftD tinted  or  ii&tueooB  RoUd  medical  hhIk 
ittaticefi,  as  PoMdrra  uid  Ptlla. 

DETAILED  LISTS  A^fD  SAMPLES  FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION, 


TO    THE 


Medical  Frolession  M  Druggists! 


The  undersigned  has  on  hamd  and  is  now  prepared  to  supply  THE 
PEOFESSION  and  DRUGGISTS  with 

F'reefroin  Fusel  OIU  Ether ^  or  any  DefeteHoni*  Stthj*fance* 

Miide  bj  ft  NEW  PROCESS,  by  means  of  which  the  WHISKEY  IS 
ABSOLUTELY  PURE. 

MAnnfactiired  at  the  WESV  EfO)  DISTILLERY,  Sas  P«j^?«f' isco.     For 
salfi  by 

SOLE  AGENT, 

No.  226  California  Stroot. 


lOimrEUBmr  of  califohsia] 

t  hare  analf  lid  thn  WbLakej  abovo  naiiied«  maQUfactattMl  at  th<i  Waat  £iid  DtaUlUr^, 
tod  fiod  II  to  he  fme  frtsm  Fitaal  Oil  and  oihor  dclebenoua  aiibatanr««. 

OajLLA^D,  Augii»t  Itl,  taT4.  E.  8.  Cao^  U*  D» 


University  of  California, 

MSDICAIi  AWD  SUBaiCAJj  DEFABTMHWT. 


Provit^ional  Circular  of  the  Medical  College, 

Toland  Hall,  San  Franclscor  Session  1874. 


Hid  >:xcfcU*EX(  V 

His  HoNoii  noy 

Hon.  THOMAS  i 
HoK,  HENRYS.  H 
tt.  S.  CAKEY,  Ij^., 


Regents : 


liv., 


A.  a  HALLIDIE.  EftQ.,  Presidant  of  tbe  Mechanics*  InnUtiitt  of  Saa  YIntiitU 

X  J»/*(>  I  NT  En  It  EO  E  XTH  : 

Jo«.  W.  WiNAJfft,  E«f).,8ftn  Frundnco. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Dworr-LLF    !     '     I »     '  ^  ikUcd* 

Hon,  LAwmENCK  Aiicli 

J,  TVkptMabti?*,  '■ "  ' 

Hon.  Saml'kl.  £ 

Hon.  8am uKi.  M  lAQd^ 

^  Ti  IK  prtivctit  (t  tfai9  mettlmft  of  iUi  Ba«r<l  po4 

A?«DREn^*  J.  MorU'ER,  F*W' 
AdrtM^rp   fToniffi  If M«*, 
i.  BUTTBRWORTH,  DWLVIXLE,  HAIOHT.  MARTIN  «aD  STEBBIX^ 


Faculty: 

I>ANIELC.  GILMAV,  : 
H.  H-  TOLAND,  M.  D., 

Pror**»or  *Tf  OHulcal  Bnntffry,  I 

GEORGE  EEW8T0N.  A.  M.  M.  Iv,  j  W.  T.  i>  1 

Professor  of  Pr|ncipl««  &nd  Practice  of        Prr 
Medlcioe.  If,  W.  H 

R.  BEVERLY  COLE.  H.  D..  Pn  i 

ProAettor  ot  ObKt(»tfic(i  soil  0tintc«l  I}iii-|CHAS, 
eiM*  of  Women, 
A.  A.  O'NEIL.  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Sur^wry- 

Proffr**<or  of  Anatomy,  PPOfMH»of  W,  h.  RlSI^a.  Pa»  pL, 

C,  T.  DEAKE.  M.ti,.  Loctnr--- ■ h..„,...ir»' 

Profeaaor  of  Dit^^eAse*  utt  Woiiicu  mtd  K.  J.  BI A  ^^ 

Chi1dr«u  A&cl  CUukAi  ObsUtriM,  t        ^^'  -L^cyiiadOtolOflr, 

a  M.  BATES.  M,  D.,  lo    *    < 

Prof«Hsor  ot  CtlnJc&l  Medicine.  '  •««««&. 

aCW.  FISH,  M.D.,  T[ 

Profe*»or  of  Pbyeioloify.  J 

E,  O,  MAHTtNEAirr,  IL  D..  1  y. 

Tbn  reftulur  Annitid  GotLr«e  u!  Li^otTir^v  lu  lii  t^'ju^m  oxi  iiie  arat_ 

Mondfty  In  June  uid  tormlUAte  on  the  thirty-finit  day  of  iji.r^birr,  t  Mi, 

A.  A.  O'NEIL.  Dean  of  the  pAcuhy. 

650  Washington  Street. 

*  Note.— A  D^atAl  Oollege  »nd  »  Pbftvmaoeutlcal  ColI«i;e  hiiv«  b««n  Mtiitin»li4>«l  la 
conneisUon  witb  lb«  H«Uc«J  uid  Sorglc&I  Departoicnt  of  the  UniVBrtity  of  Otllfof  itt». 


I 


SAN    FRANCISCO 


FEMALE     HOSPITA 


(Supported  by  Yotnntiify  Contribatiotkti  and  State  Aid)* 


ThiR  Institution  was  esUiblisbed  and  ba^  been  in  operation  for  fonr  jeon 
ft  IB  n  general  Hospital  for  indi^e'nt  sick  i^  omen  from  all  pnriH  of  the  Stain 
{no  coutagiowj  diKeaseB  b«ing  admitted),  in  particularly  intended  fornteriii< 
^liseAHee  and  Lyinp-in  women.  We  bave  bud,  dnring  the  past  fonr  yead 
river  live  hundred  births,  nearly  hrdf  being  illegitimate.  Unfortunate  woi 
men  are  received  into  tbi«  HonpitiU  and  their  state  kept  private,  Thii 
uhttrity  is  managed  by  twelve  ladies  and  is  entirely  nnd^r  their  contT«4 
No  cxeeptions  niiuie  us  to  nativity,  religion  or  social  rondition,  it  hfdi^ 
intendrd  as  a  pure  charity  for  sick  wonieu. 

For  Further  inform iitirm,  luldreas 

MRS.  CAPT.  M.  K.  BOBERTS, 

President 
Or,  DR.  C.  T.  DEAXE, 

Pbysician  nnd  Stugeon,  8,  F.  Female  Hospital,  Sontbeast  comer  llonti 
gomery  nnd  Sntter  Streets.  San  Franciseo. 


California  State  Woman's  Hospital, 

Comer  Howard  and  Twelfth  Streets,  San  Francmoa 

QriCanlXflHl,  1869,  -  ttiroriHiralMl.  Itil^ 


SmosoN-iK^CaAiioK 
Hoaai  Physician, 
AasiaTAsrr  Sitvgsox, 


JOHN  SCOTT,  M.  p,,  P.  K.  C, 
DR,  G.  CniSMOI 
DR.  CHAS,  E.  BI 


Board  of  Consulting  Fhysicioni  and  Sorgeooi. 
K.  BEVERLY  COLE,  M.  D.,  M,  R  C.  8.,  Eno.,  Spedal  ConsoJi 

DR.  c.  Mccormick,  j>r.  c.  c.  keexy. 

DR.  C,  B.  BRIGHAM,  DR.  O.  O.  BFRGEHS, 

DR.  J.  C.  SHORE,  A.  J.  BOSVIB. 


:ii« 


This  hospital  is  specially  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  diaenses 
to  women.    The  Snrgeon-m-Charge  receives  no  remtinert»Uon  for 
vicefi.     SiiL  beds  are  »et  apart  for  freepatienta;  otiier  patients  are  r««|ii 
to  pay  a  weekly  board  as  arran(£ed  by  the  Lady  Managers,    For  Oidiiua 
apply  to  the  matroo  of  the  hospital,  or  to 

Or.  I^OOXT*.  GOT  F'otwom  mtw^^'U 


A.  ROMAN  &  CO., 

BOOKSELLERS  i  STATIONERS; 

Inyite  the  attention  of  Physicians  and  Students  to  our  large  stock  of 
STAKDABD  and  MISCELLANEOUS  MEDICAL  WORKS,  which  we  are 
selling  at  the  Lowkht  Ratbs. 

ALL  THE  NEW  BOOKS  CONSTANTLY  ON  HAND. 

A.   ROMAN  &  CO., 

No.   11  Montgomery  Street, 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


BTJRRII^OTOISr'S 

DB.  WADSWOBTff  S 


'  Tlie  most  simple  and  practical  of  any  ever  invented 
It  if*  madd  of  India-rabber.  toUKaut  lead,  nnirritating, 
V^'H^  of  easy  application,  and  unfailingly  keeps  the  womb 
\^^  in  its  natural  poRition.  The  first-class  physicians  in 
Providence,  and  eminent  practitioners  in  almost  every  State,  highly 
recommend  it.  A  pamphlet  describing  it.  and  testimonials  of  distin- 
guished pliVHicians,  also  price  list,  sent  on  application. 

H.  H.  BURRINUTON. 
Sole  Propriet<»r.  Providence,  R.  I. 

Also  for  sale  by  J.  H.  A.  FOLKERS  &  BRO.,  San  Francisco.  Cal., 
and  by  dealers  in  Surgical  Instruments  generally. 


} 


OR.  GARRATT'8  CONSTANT  ELE 

Each  Disk  is  tested  and  toarrauted, 
iM^edical  £lectricity  is  easy  and  sure 
kentte  as  the  dew,  from  24  electrodes  (p< 
lover  1o(Mil  weakness,  pains,  and  many  ch 
ullie  nerves  and  ^u«r/^^^is  inTaloable. 
UDiBk)  Is  simply  applied  und  toam.  ] 
X^reiiH,  $1.50.  For  %tde  by  best  drug 
receipt  of  price,  by  A.  0.  Qabbatt,  M.D,,  6  Hamiltc 
P.  S.  This  constant  Disk  (pad)  is  not  the 
▼oltaio  belts,  bands  or  chains,  which  are  mere  Bh 
can  nefier  be  correct  in  application.  Mild  cons 
applied,  not  aronnd  a  limb  or  body,  but  np  and  do 
miiHcles,  uerres  or  spine.     See  the  directions; 


^ 


THE  NEW  ANiEJ 


I  have  received  a  further  and  ample  *»npply 

"METHYLENE  ETHER"  o 

now  HO  largely  u^ed  iu  the  London  Hospitals,  hi 
by  DR.  W.  B.  RICHARDSON,  and  other  emin« 
whose  experieuee  as  to  its  superiority,  both  a; 
safety,  has  been  fully  corroborated  by  DR.  SO" 
the  San  Francisco  Medical  Society. 

W.  M.  SEARI 

ITolfeiOlll      IS$tl*49C9t,      Ooi'iioi* 


JOHN  WYBTH  &  BROTHER, 


We  Mk  th?  attention  of  Physicians  to  the  an- 
nexed List  of  our  Pliarmaceatical  Prepa- 
rations, vith  quaotitive,  composition  and 
dose.  Physicians  will  find  our  Prepara- 
tions to  be  JUST  AS  REPRESENTED.  In 
addition  to  the  articles  of  our  own  manufac- 
ture, we  are  General  Agents  and  have  the 
sole  control  for  the  Unitea  States  for 

AIM  Bishop'i  Gnnhted  BalU, 
Cod  Lirer  Oil, 

MaDnfketond  hj  Mabtut  Bbos.,  *  Baxtlbtt, 

PorUmouUi,  H.  B. 
PkpODi, 

LMflncri  CoieeDlnted  Li«bigi  Food  for  lofaati, 

Loefload*!  Coneeitnted  Liebigi  Extract  lalt 

Physicians  who  wish  to  use  our  preparations 
should  designate  our  manufacture,  when  pre- 
scribing to  msure  ours  being  dispensed. 

JOHN  WYETH  A  BRO. 


Bllx.  Pyro-Fhos.  Iron,  Qaliu  and  StrydiiilA. 

Each  t«MpoonAil  oontmins  one  grain  of  Pyro-Fhoo- 
phate  of  IroQ,  one  of  Quinia,  and  one-sixtieth  of  a  grain 
of  Btryohnia. 

Adult  doee,  one  teaspooafnl  three  times  a  daj. 


Bllxir  of  Gentbui.   Femt«d. 

This  Dreparatfon  is  identical  in  strength  to  the 
Comp.  Infusion  of  (fentian  of  the  PharmacoiKea,  with 
tho  addition  of  one  grain  of  Phosphorated  Iroa  to  each 
teaspoonftil. 

Adn't  doee,  a  dessertspoonful. 


BllxlrofHops. 

nUs  equals  la  strength  ths  ofielnal  Tinbtart  of  Bopa. 
Adult  doM,  one  or  two  teaspoonftUs. 


Bllxlr  ValerlMiale  of  AhhobIi. 

(GODDASD'S  WORMVhA.) 

Adolt  doM,  one  or  two  teaapooaCUs. 

Bllxlr  TalerlaBftte  iBHODla  ani  Qilnlmei 

This  is  simplj  our  Elixir  Valerianate  of  Ammonia, 
with  the  addition  of  one  grain  of  Qoiaia  to  eaeh  taH 
draohffl. 

Adnll  doM,  one  teaapoonftiL 

Elixir  or  the  Pyrophoophate  of  IroH. 

IBON,  WITH  PHOSPHOHOUS  AMD  OALHATA. 

Each   teaspoonnil  represents  the  aotiTitj  of  flvo 

Kins  of  Calisaya  Bark,  together  with  two  grains  of 
Soda-Pyrophospbate  of  Iron. 
The  dose  for  an  adult  is  a  teaspoonful  three  timof  a 
dar,  immediate!  J  before  or  after  meals.    For  ehildiea. 
to  be  graduated  according  to  age. 


Ferrated  Bllxlr  of  ClaciiOBa. 

IBOK,  PKBOVIAN  BASK,  AND  CHOICB  ABOKATIOB. 

Each  dessertspoonnil,  represents  two  grains  selakls 
Citrate  of  Iron,  and  ten  grains  Bed  Pemvlaa  Bark. 

The  dose  for  an  adult  is  a  desserttpooaftil  thi«t 
times  a  daj  immediate!/  before  or  after  moals.  Var 
eliildren,  to  be  graduated  aooording  to  ago. 


Elixir  of  Callsaya  Bark. 

Xaob  fluid  drachm  repreeents  lire  grains  Calisaja  Bark. 

DiBBCTiONS.— A  teaspoonful  fbr  children,  a  dessert 
spoonful  to  adults,  three  times  a  daj,  or  as  required. 

Bllxlr  Pepsin,  BUmnth  and  Strychnia. 

Wine  of  Popein,  with  one  grain  of  soluble  Citmfeo 
of  Bismuth,  and  one^lxtieth  of  a  grain  of  Surobnia  la 
oaeh  fluid  drachm. 

Adult  doee,  one  teaspoonfyil. 


GoHpoud  Synip  of  Hypophoephltct. 

Each  fluid  draehm  oontalns  two  grsins  Lima,  two 
grains  Soda,  one  grain  Putassa.  one-half  grain  Iron. 
Adult  doee,  one  teaspoonful  three  or  fimr  times  a  daj. 

GoBpooBd  Byrnp  of  Phosphates,  or  €hoflilcal 
Food. 

•       ODHPOSBD  or  THB  PIlOSPnATBS  OP  UHB,  SODA, 
POTASSA   AMD  IBOM. 

Each  fluid  drachm  conUins  one  grain  f^shlj  predp. 
Fnoophate  of  Inm.  two  grains   Phosphate  Lime,  one 


pain  PI 
Folaaaa, 


4n  Phosphate  of  Soda,  one-half  grain  Phomhato  of 
naaa,  with  slight  excess  Pbosphorie  Aold. 
Adolt  dose,  a  teaspoonftal. 

Bitter  Wine  Of  Iron. 

emun  or  laoir  ajid  pbsotiajt  bask. 

^^^Pnparsd  with  Shonj  Wlao.  Oallsigra  Bark,  aad 
GIteBto  of  Iron,  each  fluM  draehm  reprsooBlstwogralas 


Ferrated  Cordial  Elixir. 

Each  fluid  drachm  oontains  one  grain  of 
phate  of  Iron. 

Children,  one-half  to  a  teaspoonful  befbro  e 
Adults  should  take  a  tabIes|ioonful  as  often. 


Bllxlr  Bromide  PotassliH. 

Each  fluid  drachm  contains  ten  grains  of 
of  Potassium. 

Adult  dose,  one  or  two  teaspoonOtls. 


Bllxlr  Callsaya  Bark,  Iroi  and  Blsnith. 

This  Elixir  eonUins  one  grain  of  solable  Citrate  of 
Bismuth,  in  each  teaspoonful  of  the  Ferrated  Elixir  of 
Cinchona. 

Adult  doee,  a  dessertspoonful. 


Bllxlr  Callsaya  Bark,  Iron  and  Btrychnla. 

Each  fluid  drachm  eonUins  Ato  grains  Oalls^ja 
Bark,  two  grains  Iron,  one-flftieth  grain  Strjehaia. 
Adult  doee,  one  tes  spoonful. 


Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  Bark. 

Xaoh  fluid  draehm  represents  twenty  gimias  of  Ihs 
baA,  oolloeted  at  the  proper  seosea. 
Advil  dose,  OB*  toaapooaf^L 


\ 


A4%\^4)wa.—  WBi^awtf^ 


JOHN  WYETH  &  BROTHER, 


Bllilf  of  PcpBin  Rfld  Blisitli, 

Adult  dg««,  aa«,  or  tvo  t«ftifH»tiAill. 


tutelau  Co4  iircr  Oil. 

fSpd  Ltvtr  Oil  prepired  In  ^n  amnlsio^iu 
Culdrea  Id  pTopoTti'Sa  \q  wgim 


Tftil«lKi  Co4  Llrer  (Ml.   Ferralcd, 

Oar  Eusalwi  Oil,  with  aoM  gttia^  ot  Pjrcpbocplkttfct 


pTcptratioDfl  of  B««r  iii4  Wine. 

Owing:  i*!  thfl  i.jpt>  of  d«vnst>-  whicih  cshaRLotarisap 

ilU  ffttftt  mnjflritjr  'of  tJi.n  diseiUK*!  nuw  prflTHilinff,  til* 
tqoiui  [i.r  ptn!n^Ln-f;l^'luj^  rcmdidl^  twn  Ainimad  fttt 
IqeneMini!?  impiirtiucC  of  ]ftj'«  JlfUrf*  Wft  have  paid 
inuqh  AtLtiDliO'D  to  pnjfiiittatiimi  nf  thSj  oImMi  md  deijifs 
to  brinlf  to  the  iHJtii?*  of  tl)0  medkjU  Jprofciilrtn  tlirt^ 
ftFttd]««,  whleTi  w«  ftr*  tflnTidflEtt  wiU  ba  fuiind  of  tbo 
utskoit  vttluo.  In  fftcC,  irt  <?«  in  the  rvetiht  of  tlie 
■te^dgMt  toillmonj  tf)  Uitir  affiakaoy  fevia  tBHO  irbo 
hj^Yt  Mfoitlf  (uwl  thaiHr 

*rh«  PKQltar  ftiktnrt  of  thflpft  {iva|iMinLtlfiiu  Ii,  tliat 
tha? fiombini  nMizim^ d e  wllh  ■  Li m dl n«.  I u  th* mAjarl^ 
of  csMi,  along  wuh  fniliirB  of  rrtrsu^ht  tind  indjsad  ■« 
«IH  oftUH  of  that  faitFira,  thi!F«  ii  JfEiablUt;  to  difnt 
noariRhlnff  fiwd,  Bmnni  it  ja  very  du^nbla  to  ftirniih 
naartiUrovnt  in  m  fnna  ac«?0nta.b]«  tri  Ehostmuioli,  At  the 
«uiia  tlino  timt  if*  e^tcite  thta  orsan  to  do  Jii  dpfe7» 

On  tti«  Dthqr  b»iid  k^dJq,  im  iHtfift  cam  i^kohollfl 


ttimutni^  aHboBfli  oacded^  ta  ill-lwmi  iTfetr 
prodai?Jfl^  hefldaab*.  t^filtamant,  and  otlivr  i 
which  may  b*  &Told«d  tij  tlu  ftddLilloa  «f  : 
■nb«£a&e4»  «iEliKifll£i  ov  wltibofffra  HUAr  toAio  at  imp. 


WtJic  cif  Beef  ft&i  Iroi. 

riifu«  a«]  vr  rcami. 

In  thli  pTDpazmtJan  ara  «emb1ntd  tb«  JtWffp 
proptitlM  uf  win*  and  tli«  autrlment  of  b««f,  with  Al 
ranJc  pawnn  of  tnon,  t^a  stfact  of  whioh  ab  tha  MooA  | 
|q  jti»tljr  TBinad.  I^r  many  <?aaea  In  whieh.  ttkeni  I 
piitlijT,  wfl]i)tnrv»  p«]pttatlan  of  tba  baaJrt^  wli&  mati 
ni^TTQQf  dtvturbsji'W,  lu,  fur  «,t(ia)i»le»  whfov  than  h« 
buffa  m^eb  tctu  of  bioocj,  or  dnriu  th 
9ti^g  rsTien,  tibli  artld«   wUl  Iw 


wastisB  f 
adiapladi 


oaana  of  bwf^  with  two  ^zminj  Eif  viirat«  of  tna,  4i* 
iqlTad  in  •liarrj'  wiiu* 

With  %  TJaw  to  maUng  t1i»  artlala  RMwa  pi'?*^*ii 
a  partioa  of  the  insf  ia  ta  th«  fint  p1*««  |>*Ftl%lly  v^p|i4 
aa  a];p«riiiiiMi  bits  ahqwo  thjtt  U  Li  bvfibar^ara*  WfUm 
■toflueli,  and  o>a  b«  mdtitiniaberfld  for  ja  loB^f  P<*ls^ 
*h«a  UlU  ii  dona. 

Adnlb  doaa,  mia  tab1»fKKniftal  twtwwD  in«a]i^  «b4 
whan  juffarinf  &om  fatl^«  And  uibatutiuii. 

Ddhi  fiir  «MIdna  ihotild  ba  ndaead  »Hia«4iBc  la 
[ha  Agt. 


nixlr  Bronlde  oftfoAlvM. 

Umah  ^aipoonral  fiantaiai  laa  fr*lDa  «r  BeobU* 
of  SoJlnm. 

Adtt^lt  Aom,  ana  or  two  (aatjioaafdLp- 


Wine  of  Ergot. 

Btrength,  United  States  Dispeniatorj. 


Bllxir  Valerianate  of  Strychnia, 

Eaoh  teaapoonful  rapreaenta  (1-40)  one-fortiaih  of  a 
grain  of  Strjchnia. 

Adult  doM,  ona  teaspoonfoL 


CoHp.  Syrup  PhoRptaate  of  Manganese. 

Eaoh  teaaiMMnfal  EXintmiaa.  006  grain  Pboiphatoof 
Iron,  ona  of  Maii^Bt],ep&^  itod  tiro  of  Sod*. 
DoM,  one  teaspoonful. 


Wine  of  Pepsin. 

Adult  doae,  one  or  two  teaspoonfbla. 

Solution  Carlioiie  Acid. 

Ii  fluid  01.  oontains  fortj  grains  of  the  Olaelal  Aold. 

Bynip  Superpboiphite  of  Iron. 

■••h  flald  drachm  conMna  thnv  fralna  of  Fbo*- 
of  Iran,  with  an  axa««iaf  Phfuipboriti  Aeid. 
AAoltdoM,  one  teatpoDoflil  IramadLatolj  after  1 


llixlr  of  BliMmtlu 

Thii  jniJrir  oobUIu  two  iralna  «t  Iba  CUgn»a  eft 
mth  la  MMh  fluid  drattbm. 
i&dvJidoM.  taatti 


Symp  Chloral  Hydrat. 

Each  teaspoonfhl  contains  flro  frraine  CryitalUaad 
Chloral  Ilydrat. 

Doae,  une  ti9ftj;>i>onfoLl  ta     tahleepocoil^* 

Wine  of  Beef,  Iron  and  Cinchona. 

TIinJM  CIBI   IT  rERRI  CUM   CIICCHO.^A. 

Th*  admirable  tanio  and  antl-poii<kdif  p»gieii^ea  rf 
Cinobiina  ur  CaltHyn  Bark  }iav«  h««it  for  ■»  majr 
t-carg  past  unitarianj'  tvmirbiudp  that  they  bm4  ao4  1« 
TDJMJteci  u[ici&.  lu  tlis  abutf-fiiffULionrd  |n«pUliiaa,|i 
which  la  tiAf^ftiaUy  Hi)R[<ted  to  04iukJ  a  I  reean^f  IM» 
favflrs,  In  m\3  ci>oiitry  m-  R«Tt«rmlly  tiagvd  wM^  a 
rji;LlB,Hal  typoj,  oqt  'W'tiufl  wt  Calij«ya  Bar^,  M  whicli  *» 
hnre  alwa/P  puA  gtv-ti  mtlention,,  ki  iii»I«  th«  Tisbicle 
for  IntrudiicinK  Into  Eha  iy»tein  tba  «itrmi(  of  ^acf^  t^ 
j^thar  ^itfa  tha  «itrat4  vf  Ip^il.  lirn*.^.  w«  ctain  ftv 
thii  artlcilo  u  a  whoia  prv-emin^nt  Tlrtun,  C'tmliatuJ^ 
Ma  it  dod*!  tbo  fitiniu]aot,nati-iQnt»  chjUybaaCe,  aad  iMf 
{Hiwfirs  of  iti  aaTvrai  iagTwSLeDU. 

Raoh  tablacpoonfal  or  hjilf  oancv  wntaina.  disalfed 
in  jih«rrT  irlnaj  tl»  enoaov  of  en*  mnnrr-  of  tiaef,  wili 
two  jn-auki  of  eilnta  of  Irout  ^id  twtsnty  ftalaa  01 
FtruTima  ftiTk. 

Adult  doae,  one  tableipoonful. 


Wine  of  Beef. 

In  each  t*bTwp»infnl  of  tbia  prTpKX:%tJ<vu         

the  eseenoe  'jf  i^Da  quqc^  uf  Bvni  In  v^lbtioB  ia  i^borr 
Wine.  It  if  tba»ror«  a  rcifoAh  tu^  itLiQiiU.nt,  tba  efloc 
of  which  ii  not  mareiy  1^  <^tileiiTn  Um  trin?iilnlKiii,  aai 
Imfiart  a  teEuporacr  ««elt«ni«at,  but  atM  «d  Mpplj 
actual  atrengtb. 

%lT«i  Ladothoephate  •f  Umcu 

TVkac\^ia9ua  ^  \JaBA  Vaa\nM«L<««\n«naDin  TWM^te 
«Qt«iu\a^Va.  YWiAiAa,  mxA  V*.  «b»  *«  nana  «■«» 


Elegant  Pharmaceutical  Preparations. 
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Tht  dtavpointmen*  wUoh  ftwjneBUy  ftllows  iti 
trnplorment,  du«  mort  probably  to  an  Inability  on  the 
part  of  the  •yrtem  to  appropriate  the  matorlaU  inppUed 
W^Fhoaphato  of  Lime,  baa  led  to  a  eoarch  for  moans  to 
wenro  ita  abeorptlon;  and  this  has  been  best  acoom- 
Bliihad  by  ita  eombination  with  Lactio  Aeid,  in  the 
fcrmoraLaetophosphatoof  Lime.  ..      «_      v 

M.  Doiart,  the  eminent  and  conaerratiTe  French 
phyrinlogist,  who,  after  long-continued  and  exhaortive 
•xperiments,  has  tested  it  thoroughly,  is  satisfied  that  it 
■applies  the  want  rocognlied  in  the  simple  Phosphate, 
and  belioTesthat  its  definite  action  and  powerful  effect 
will  soon  cause  it  to  rank  with  Bromide  of  PoUssium 
Md  Uydrato  of  Chloral  as  one  of  the  most  Taluable  of 
the  new  proparations  which  haTe  lately  been  brought 
before  the  medical  profession.     ,^  ,    ^         _i.    *     *v  * 

lU  use  in  the  French  hospitals  demonstrates  that 
it  esoecds  all  agents  tried  in  stimulating  the  functions 
Of  nutrition.  All  who  haTe  used  it  unite  in  adTocating 
to  special  adaptation  and  Talue,  when  giren  to  children 
and  infants,  where  these  functions  are  so  often  deficient. 

"We  prepare  this  salt  from  the  formula  most  ap- 
mvTwl  by  the  French  chemists,  and  manufacture  from 
It  a  svrup  pleasantly  flaTored. 

£aen  teaspoonnil  of  this  syrup  contains  two  grains 
Laetophosphato  Lime.  It  is  prepared  with  an  excess 
of  Laotio  Aold.  ,        .    _.        ^        ,j 

The  Laotopbosphatos  are  largely  -^Ten  to  onildren 
and  infknts  with  happiest  results. 

Adult  dose,  dessorttpoonfbl  two  or  three  times  a  day. 
Children  a  toaspoouAil.  and  for  infants  according  to  age. 

Bllxir  Pepsin,  BlsHuth,  StirdmlA  and  Iron. 

This  is  prepared  by  the  addiUon  of  one  pf.\n  of 
Inm  to  each  toaspoonful  or  fiuid  drachm  of  Elixir 
Pipsln,  Bismuth  and  Strychnia. 

Adult  dose,  one  teaspoonful. 

Elixir  Tamxacum  Coapound. 

Composed  of  Dandelion  (fresh  root).  Wild  Cherry 
and  Gentian. 

Adult  dose,  a  tabiespoonfnl. 


Symp  LftcCophoephACc  of  Iran. 

Each    toaspoonftil    contains   one  grain  of  LaeltH  , 
phosphi^  of  Iron.  ^      ' 

Adult  dose,  a  dessertspoonful.  Childxen  aad 'in- 
fanta according  to  age. 

Compound  Symp  Uctophosphntm. 

IROZr,  UMS  AWD  POTAKH. 

This  preparation  oontains  one  grain  of  Lime,  half 
grain  of  Iron,  and  one  fourth  of  a  grain  of  Potash,  in 
each  fluid  drachm. 

^dult  dose,  one  dessertanoonftil  immediately  before 
or  after  meals. 

Elixir  of  the  Phosphates. 

(cncmcAL  rooD)  witu  causata  babx. 

This  elegant  preparation  has  the  great  adyastafe  of 
combining  the  general  tonic  properties  of  FemTiaa 
bark,  a  medicine  which  has,  perhaps,  stood  the  teal 
of  time  more  satisfactorily  than  anv  other,  with  the 
special  virtues  of  the  Phosphates  of  Lime,  Iron,  aad 
Soda.  These  latter  remedies  address  themselTes  more 
efficiently  to  the  stimulation  and  strengthening  of  the 
nerrous  system,  which  iuTariably  suifers  in  eoBditiou 
of  debility. 

Not  only  theoretically,  but  experimentally,  tha 
Phosphates  are  found  to  be  assimilated,  and  to  supply 
to  the  bilin  and  spinal  cord  elemcnte  which  are  neodeA 
for  the  due  performance  of  their  fnnctiona,  aad  the 
want  of  which  is  made  manificst  by  many  of  the  symp- 
toms of  wasting  diseases.  They  are  here  eombined  with 
the  Calisaya  in  a  form  which  admita  of  their  admlnla- 
tration  for  any  desired  length  of  time  without  offuidlng 
the  stomach,  a  quality  which  giTos  this  preparation 
great  value  in  many  instences  ofdefeotiTe  nutrition. 

Each  pint  represente  the  strength  of  one  ounoe  of 
PeruTian  Bark,  and  every  Ublespoonful  contains  on* 
grain  of  freshly  precipitated  Phosphate  of  Iron,  two 
grains  of  Phos])hate  of  Lime,  half  grain  Phoaphate  Soda. 
with  slight  excess  of  Phosphorie  Acid. 

Adult  dose,  a  teblespoonful  immediately  after  eat- 
ing, in  water  or  milk.  Children  shonid  take  one  to  two 
teasnoonfuls. 


Plasters  of 
Aconite,  Belladonna,  Amira  and  Opium. 

Spread  <in  fine  linen  in  rolls  of  one  yard  caoh.  In 
the  manufacture  of  tlu-so  jOastcrs  wo  um  uunu  but  tlio 
most  reliable  £ugliih  Kxtnu'ts. 

Elixir  of  Bark,  Iron,  Pepnln  and  BiHmuth. 

Calisaya  Bark.  Ammonia  Citrate  of  Iron,  Pepsin 
«ad  a  soluble  Suit  uf  Bistnuth. 
Adult  dose,  a  desiiertep<MiiifuI. 

Syrup  Iodide  of  Lime. 

Two  graiuii  IiNlido  of  Lime  in  eacH  flnid  drachm. 

Chemically  Pure  Carbolic  Add. 

rOR   MEDICINAL  D8I. 

Pttt  up  in  one  onni*e  Ilottles. 

Pastlles  of  Chlorate  of  Potash. 

■nilVLAIfT,  ALTCRATiri:   ASD  DIUHKTIC. 

Beeommended  in  low  and  morbid  conditions;  usefbl 
la  alfoetioBS  of  ihe  Tliruat,  Ulcerations,  Croup,  Mercu- 
rial SaliTation,  Ac,  to.  The  Loiengos  combining  the 
loeal  together  with  the  eonstitotionai  influence  of  the 
■altk  rmdaca  this  form  of  administration  preftrable  in 
afbaUoaa  of  the  Mouth  and  Throat 


Pure  Inoiorom  Cllyeerlne. 

irod  by  Beary  Bowe*  Fhiladelfdiia. 
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EUxIr  ralertMale  of  IIhc. 

Maid  Onabm  ooatelaa  •na  grata  of  TalAriaaiAa 


Liquor  Pepslnc, 

80L0TI0V  or  rarsiir. 

This  preparation  of  Pepsin,  manufactured  from  tha 
firesh  stomachs  uf  the  pig  without  heat  or  the  addition  of 
alcohol,  renrusente  in  a  concentrated  form  the  active  pro- 
]M  rties  of  this  much-used  and  highly  esteemed  medioinal 
agent. 

Pepsin  has  rapidly  gained  favor  with  physieiaas, 
thvir  actual  <)X|>erienc«  having  proven  it-«  great  value  as 
an  aid  to  impaired  digestion.  W'e  t-au  confldvutly  reoom- 
uiend  our  Solution  of  Pe]4in  to  tlieir  attention  as  being 
aKreeable  and  efTective,  and  preferable  in  every  w^  to 
pepsin  in  powder,  as  so  often  administered.  As  the 
Si>lution  is  prepared  from  tin*  moist  and  recently  preelp- 
itated  pepsin,  wo  avoid  the  application  of  heat  necessary 
in  the  dry  |iepsins  sold.  It  enables  us  to  add  Uetle 
arid  to  the  solution.  «liich  supplies  the  nettessary  aeid, 
and  increases  to  a  marked  degree  the  efficiency  of  the 

The  menstruum  we  use  is  glycerine  with  aeidnlated 
water,  and  will  k<>ep  for  an  indefinite  time  withoaft 
change  or  Iosm  of  activity. 

Dose,  for  an  adult,  a  teas|>o<>nfui  immediately  aftar 
meals. 

Syrup  Lacto-Phosphate  Lime  and  Pepsin. 


Eaoh  fluid  draehm  eonteins  two  graiat  I 
phate  Lime  and  two  grains  Petisiu. 

The  above  is  an  exceedingly  valuable  eomblaalioa,  M 
phrdoians  will  readily  appreciate  fn<ra  the  eflbet  aata- 
rally  ezpeeted  of  this  combination. 


Elixir  of  Citrate  of  UtUa. 

Two  grains  in  aaeh  tea-a^«««>ta\. 


\     \  «*^ 


l\\ite%t««M*^»**""^ 


Elegant  Pharmaceutical  Preparations. 


Elixir  Pepiln,  Blsmoth  ud  GalUaya  Bark. 

Wine  of  Pepsin,  with  one  grain  of  lolnble  Citrate  of 
Bismuth  and  five  grains  Calisaya  Bark  in  eaoh  fluid 
draehm. 

Elixir  OalUaya  Bark. 

IRON,  BI9KUTH  AMD  STRTCHVIA. 


Each  dessertspoonAil  of  this  preparation  contains 
the  one-sixticth  of  a  grain  of  Strychnia,  two  grains  of 
Boluable  Citrate  of  BiHmuth,  with  Peruvian  Bark  and 


Iron  in  same  proportion  as  in  our  Ferrated  Elixir  c-f 
Cinchona.  It  has  proved  a  valuable  combination  in 
many  casos. 

Adult  dose,  a  dossertspoonful.     For  Children,  grad- 
uate according  to  age. 


Liquor  Bismuth. 

This  iolntion  contains  two  grains  of  the  Ammonia 
Citrate  of  Bismuth  iu  ouch  lluid  drachm. 


Wyetta  A  Bro's  Cod  Llyer  Oil. 

GOMBIITED  WITH  nTPOPIIOflPHrTES  OF  LIKE  AWD  SODA. 

This  prepnrat!on  represents  In  a  convenient  form 
one  of  Uic  lun.-t  efliiM«nt  and  iMpnlar  rcmedicf  in  cases 
of  a  pulmonary  charauter.  with  tendency  to  homnrrhage, 
loss  of  ajipetite,  c«iugU,  and  *i»ocially  when  attended  with 
•maciation. 

Directions,  bof.ire  taking,  shake  the  bottle  well,  so  as 
to  mingle  thoronerhly  the  llypopht.^'hite  Salts  with  the 
Oil.  Adults  should  take  a  teaspoonful  threo  times  a  day. 
and  increase  to  a  desscrtspoonlul  in  a  M-cek. 


Elixir  Yalerlanate  Morphia. 

Each  teaspooutul  contains  one-eighth  grain  Valeria- 
nate  Mon*liia. 


OoHp.  Fluid  Bxt.  Buck!  and  Parelni 

This  fluid  extraol  ia  eomnoMd  of  eqnal  qaaalitli 
of  Bnchn,  Pareira  Brara  and  ColliBflonia  rsnidiih 
Adult  doM,  one  teaspoonlhl  three  tiniM  a  d^j- 


BPOlffiB  TEITTB 

For  the  Urethra,  of  erery  ciae  and  etyle. 
quality  of  - 


bumU  OftM 


MEDICIHrAL  PEABLS. 

Pearl  of  Chloroform.  Aplol.  Oil  of  TurpenUae.  0 
paiba,  Wormseed  Oil.  Oleo  Keson  Cnbeba.  Oils  ef  0 
palba  and  Cubebs.  Oil  Sandal  Wood. 

BUxIr  Gorydalli  Coap. 

ALTERATIVE  AlTD  TOJTIC. 

Corydalis  Fonnow),  Stillingia  SylTaUca.  Xaatboi] 
lum  Fruxineum,  each  eieht  grains,  and  one  grata IsdU 
of  Potassium  in  each  fluid  drachm. 

Doee,  one  teaspoonAiL 

Dr.  JacksuB'B  Pectoral  Bynip. 

This  preparation,  which  is  made  aceordiog  ti  tk 
prescription  of  Professor  Jackson,  baa  found  mnch  lki« 
on  acoount  of  its  beneficial  eflects,  as  well  ax  the  eniace 
•ouroe  from  which  it  originates.  It  is  uivii  a»  an  exfM 
torant  in  recent  or  chronic  coughs,  nnd  as  a  |«lIiatiT«  k 
Gonsnmiition,  it  has  long  been  held  in  high  rsteen. 

Directions,  the  doen  for  an  adult  is  a  teaapooBfU,! 
be  repeated  every  two,  three,  tip  four  hours,  is  rMaiid 

For  children,  the  dose  should  be  proiirjrtloaatalr  4i 
creased.  " ' 

Elixir  Phosphate  Iron,  Qulnliie  and  Armk 

So  many  physicians  object  to  administering  tfe 
above  medicines  in  pill  fnmi,  ami  exfii-rivnce  inthea* 
decided  action,  when  glv«u  iu  sulution,  ha^i  laUneed  Ik 
prepamtion  of  this  Elixir. 

Jnch  teaspoonfnl  contains  1  grain  Pym.  Fhos.  Iter 
Quinine,  and  1-30  graiu  Arsenic. 


Cod  LlTer  Oil  with  PhoHphate  of  Lime. 

We  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of  physicians  U> 
this  article,  which  will  be  found  to  answer  a  most 
important  purpose  as  a  remedy  iu  the  large  class  of 
wasting  diseases. 

One  of  tUo  principal  features  in  all  these  affections 
ii  the  impaimiuut  or  perversion  of  nutrition,  the  too 
rapid  tissue  transformation,  and  the  want  of  certain 
substances  csxoutial  to  the  organism.  Eflpecially  is  this 
manifest  in  the  typical  forms,  scrofula  in  children^ 
pulmonary  complaints  in  adults.  In  theM  disorders^ 
Cod  Liver  Oil  acts  as  a  fuel,  maintaining  animal  heat. 
By  adding  to  it  the  Phosphate  of  Luue.  we  supply  nut 
only  a  tonic  to  the  nervous  system,  but  nu  Important 
ingredient  in  other  tissuos  of  tlie  budy.  "When  there  is 
an  actual  tuberculous  deposit,  this  airticle  promotes  its 
most  favorable  result,  cretification. 

Children  and  invalids,  however  fkstldlons,  can  take 
our  Cod  Liver  Oil,  prepared  in  the  form  of  an  emulsion, 
without  diflficulty,  being  pleasantly  flavored  and  per- 
fectly disguised:  hut phynrinnM  wilt  retiUify  untterttamt 
theU  the  real  rtaaon  %Dhy  rrry  delifnie  peraont  (nin  digest 
ouremulnion  qf  Cod  Lir*r  Oil  in  that  the  oily  purtirleM 
are  without  chftninil  chnngehrnkm  up  and  incorporated 
with  an  af/remhle  solution,  u»fd  «•  a  v*-hich  in  the  pro' 
ee*a  of  manufarture.  The  moleirulur  condition  of  tha 
Oil  i>  entirrly  changed;  and  it  i»  in  contequenee  mart 
quickly  and  mtdily  ditjeiited  trh^n  tak^n. 

We  therefore  feol'tfie  utmost  confidence  that  this 
remedy  will  not  disnp)Miint  the  expectations  of  those 
who  employ  it,  and  ofler  it  as  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  resources  of  the  profession  against  the  disorders 
which  are  in  this  country  the  moHt  numerons  and  Uie 
most  formidable  v  hi<>h  they  are  called  upon  to  oombat. 

Each  ounce  of  the  mixture  contains  sixteen  grains 
of  the  Phosphate  of  Lime,  so  that  the  usual  doses  of  Cod 
Liver  Oil  may  be  siven,  whatoTer  may  be  the  age  of  the 
patient 

Kxperlenoa  has  pmred  thai  children  and  adults 
nnable  to  take  Cod  Liver  Oil  a*  nsnaWv  aAm\Ti\iteT«<^f 
Hiid  no diflBciilty  in  taking  and  retainlnKtW  VT«t>aT«LX.\o^. 
AdnH  do8e»  a  dessert«poonfa\,  to  ba  Vncraaia^  V^  a. 
taWewKionfal.    Children  In  proportlttn  to  ap*. 

Tho  bottle  fhoald  ba  wttU  ihakau  liafoxa  8V'v\ti«  «wite 


Laetophoapliate  or  lime  and  Cod  llrer  tU 

W«  bepf  to  eall  the  aEtefltJon  of  the  m^dfo]  ffi 
feti'sitiu  ti]  U'JH  alHive  mntc^e,  wbich  w>tl  be  fbund  ef  Ml 
ntmr>»£  vkluB  ill  tha  tnty  iarp^  class  of  caHS  ehaneM 
IztHl  by  dertctivB  uattiLiun.  Of  (I'lCd*  diseaHat,  the  ma 
familiar  tvina  am  Actufule  in  chiEdreo  ati<l  phl^isis  I 
aduiLs.  £inaciKtlii£L  or  flsblilaeu  of  the  ilmTn,  paEl* 
want  of  muMCuiar  anil  O'L-rv^ius  ener^y^  aad  amaMlH 
softeoing  of  the  bonsflt  a  re  ST  mptitmi  lUi  f  re  or  Ih*  marks 
in  dwry  inif.iance.  F'lHl.lf  uiien  HUh  any  Bf'petili 
wfrmi  tQ  fsiL  4jf  being  f'^'i-'^r^TL^  ss«icaiilKii*'d  let  the  sysica 
EapqcUSly  ia  chiidfn^  this  Want  cf  toti#  mskH  Itssi 
a^ipareut  by  c^ntrutiL  with  the  Dnrnia]  ait&itkficy  aa 
activity  of'  tl]?ir  tima  of  lifta.  Under  then*  eiKBa 
ttiinj?ep,  the  great  o^jeat  of  treatmeut  iw  tit  fmn 
fiirclitir  loaa  of  subctaniiie,  and  to  Mup^lf  tb«  riifiilsJiit 
tnal^riii  to  mftka  g-^d  the  Wf  Bt«'  iti  tivnii  la  tafb 
form  that  ihe  lyiiteiii  can  peadity  imkr-  tt  ap^ 

CblldrCQ  ind  i,nvJi.1ldB,  hu^eTcr  f aALi-d icnia,  eaa  ifak 
OUT  Cfni  Liver  Oil,  prppured  in  the  turm  Qf  «n  lauUiM 
withnut  diffln;ulty,  wing  |tlnaKi,nilT  flavored  a4d  |4J 
feclly  dlf^iLsed;  imtphjfmHaniiriftfmdtly  vailivrt'aa 
th'tt  thft  rral  rrft§f*n  Khy  mry  fielicffvprr§%^m  nm  digm 
uur  tmafnttn  qf  C'tii  Lit^r  Oil.  tJ  tk'wi  tAeaitf  parHrk 
are  irithottl  t'firmii^il<fftmi^  br^-^^n  ttp  ttm'1  inn^jmrvta 
irilK  art  Utircrfthls  t'MluttHti,  vo-'/  V^  n  ^hitrfm  im  tk*  W% 
eni§  nf  mtttivf/acitirs,  TA*  mt*'rrnLitr'  Cfmdiff^lt  V  tf 
Oil  l,T  mtitrljf  thrtn^wd;  and  ii  i»  In  aon^g^ iSins  aiii 
^uiickl)/  and  T^idittf  c/lf/r#f*-/  ^hi-m  t'tk'n. 

On  ekQoiii?)il  gmnm^i^  the  phnB|<hAta  of  Una,  jm 
pared  f^raFiiigiiliiigjiii  by  CftsiiMtii&g  U  with  lactid  ar^ 
end  r&infrtre*d  try  the  addiunn  of  Ci-d  Liv^rOil^  woal 
DftturiHy  hi  eapcVted  to  mwX.  the  uetnii  of  th«  orgaaisi 
thus  aHeDbr^^  and  Bxperlvn£>ti  shovrs  thftt  tliii  beUefl 
correct.  The  rmptd  improTem^itl  in  flatb  and  ilrffl^ 
the  dliiilnutiiD  of  waste  af  t^Btae  fir  ibe  ]iarpo«is  ( 
maintiitiiDLg  bmat  snd  pH'smiiral  agtiiQ,  an  twb.  aa  1 
i*iitfcry  aur  iArt,%  mtigiiine  hc»refc  Birh  mali*  *aaa* 
be  louked  for  or  obUin^'d  by  th«  nihlblti?a  *f  tftib*ri 
thi'M  t-suediei  KJcme,  bnt  are  the  attnral  iflbetsf  fflrJa 
thtm  I  n  cam  bi  nntif^n,  U  e  might  indeed  claim  fbr  ite 
a  rank  amncg  r^<,  rstther  than  Hmeag  BedlelaM- 

\s.  \»  \\>^  t^on  Ti\iji  lis*  ntmoft  wnfldenei  l^al  IP 
vaV  ^M*'^'^^***^^  tin.  ifirt*  ^at^fc  V'WwtikWB.  ^  Chur  trtal  I 


J.  H.  A.  FOLKERS  &  BRO., 
Surgical   Instruments  and  Dental  Goods, 

MAMttFACrmEnS  OF  TUtTSSKS  4ND  APPAIUITB  FOB  OEFQUMlTlJii, 
ktc.,  IiBULERS  IN  FINE  CLTTLKIlV. 

No.    Iltii    MOI^T«0  MICKY     KTREET, 
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Stoehrer's  Galvanic   Batteries 

O?  «,  Iti.  .12  t  EU.S. 


I>u,  JKROMK    KII>l>KB\S  Ei.Krrii(»-MKiHCAi>    Appabat(?h 
(iAlA'ANOrARAlMCT  MK'O  OO.'H  Al'PARATUa 
ClIAS.  V.  H.MU'H  APPARATUS. 

OAIFFK'S  APPAlUTnS.  Two  ?iKRii. 
UIItTMKOItPKS  APPARATUS, 

IMinoIS-REYMCtND  APPARATtS. 

ALL  TllK  LATKHT    IMPltOVKU  ELKOTBODE8. 


tr^S*  Apparatus  for    Deformitiesi  and   Trusses- JB 

U«m2  til  ^otHUnt  i^ctniniiittl<^iiciii  Wth  Nnw  Tork,  Uurlln  mud  Fwia* 
mo  bavu  aH  lUiT  UImaI  tinprtiVMHtMuta  in  ttiin  Hru" 

J.  H.  A.  FOLKERS  ft  BRO., 

UH  M>mtst>m«ry  Htreet,  t^F. 
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